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Current Affairs Quest (CAQ) - September 2021 

Monthly Current Affairs Updates and MCQ 

1. National Current Affairs – September 2021 
1. PM Modi dedicates renovated complex of Jallianwala Bagh Smarak: Prime Minister Narendra Modi has dedicated to 

the nation the renovated complex of Jallianwala Bagh Smarak in Punjab’s Amritsar, to mark 102 years of the Jallianwala 

Bagh massacre. The historic garden is a memorial of national importance, preserved in the memory of countless 

revolutionaries, sacrificers, fighters, who were killed in the Jallianwala Bagh Massacre, which occurred on the festival of 

Baisakhi on 13 April 1919. Apart from this, PM Modi also inaugurated four museum galleries developed at the Smarak, to 

showcase the historical value of events that unfolded in Punjab in 1919. PM also announced multiple development 

initiatives taken by the government to upgrade the complex. 

2. Ayush Minister Sarbananada Sonowal launches ‘Y-Break’ app: The Union AYUSH Minister, Sarbananda Sonowal has 

launched ‘Y Break’ Yoga protocol mobile application in New Delhi. The app has been developed by Morarji Desai National 

Institute of Yoga (MDNIY). The app was launched as a part of the week-long activities and campaigns organised by the 

Ministry of Ayush to commemorate Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav from August 30 to September 5, 2021. 

 The Y-Break (or the “Yoga Break) mobile application is a unique five-minute Yoga protocol app, designed 

especially for working professionals to de-stress, refresh and re-focus at their workplace to increase their 

productivity, and consists of Asanas, Pranayam and Dhyana. 

 While on one hand the app will facilitate doing yoga and meditation with ease anywhere in just 5 minutes, it will 

also bring awareness about different Yoga practices.  

3. Women and Child Development Minister inaugurates NUTRI GARDEN: The Union Minister for Women and Child 

Development, Smriti Zubin Irani inaugurated NUTRI GARDEN to mark the beginning of Poshan Maah – 2021 at All India 

Institute of Ayurveda (AIIA). Plantation of Shigru (Sahijan) and Amla saplings were also carried out. AIIA, New Delhi under 

the direction of the Ministry of Ayush initiated the celebration of Poshan Maah – 2021. 

 Nutri kitchen garden/Nutri garden is a method of planting and harvesting nutrient-rich crops in residential houses 

or in their vicinity to meet the requirements of the family all year round. 

 In urban areas, Nutri kitchen gardening can be promoted in the form of rooftop gardening, terrace gardening, 

vertical gardening and container gardening. 

 In rural areas, Nutri kitchen gardens can be promoted in the backyard of the houses. 
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It increases the availability of food and nutrient sources. It can act as a source of supplementary income. The crops 

harvested are Fresh and Safe (chemical-free). 

4. I&B ministry to form a committee to review Journalist Welfare Scheme: The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting 

has decided to form a committee to review the existing guidelines of the Journalist Welfare Scheme (JWS). The 12-

member committee, with Ashok Kumar Tandon, Member, Prasar Bharati Board, as its chairperson, will revise the quantum 

of ex-gratia payment in case of death as well as in other cases under the scheme. The terms of reference (ToR) of the 

committee include examining the need for such a revision of the quantum of ex-gratia payment. 

The committee will look into the aspect of differentiation or parity between accredited and non-accredited journalists for 

availing benefits under the scheme. The committee shall give its recommendations within two months and all secretarial 

assistance for convening its meetings will be provided by the Press Information Bureau (PIB). 

5. IMF increases India’s quota of Special Drawing Rights (SDR): The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has made an 

allocation of Special Drawing Rights (SDR) 12.57 billion to India. (approx USD 17.86 billion). With this, the total SDR holding 

of India has gone upto SDR 13.66 billion (equivalent to around USD 19.41 billion). SDR is one of the components of the 

Foreign Exchange Reserves (FER) of India. Hence the Foreign Exchange Reserves (FER) has also increased now. IMF has 

allocated a total of SDR 456 billion to all its member countries out of which India has got SDR 12.57. 

6. India becomes first Asian nation to launch ‘Plastics Pact’: India has become the first country in Asia to launch a Plastics 

Pact, a new platform to promote a circular system for plastics. The India Plastic Pact platform was launched on September 

03, 2021, by the British High Commissioner to India, Alexander Ellis, at the 16th Sustainability Summit hosted by the 

Confederation of Indian Industry (CII). 

 The new platform ‘India Plastic Pact’ is a joint effort of the World-Wide Fund for Nature-India (WWF India) and 

the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII), and envisions to create a world where plastic is valued and does not 

pollute the environment. 

 The Pact targets the businesses to transition towards a circular economy for plastics by 2030. 

 The initiative is supported by UK Research & Innovation (UKRI) and WRAP, a global NGO based in the UK, and 

endorsed by the British High Commission in India. 

7. GoI launches AYUSH AAPKE DWAR campaign to distribute medicinal saplings: As a part of the Azadi Ka Amrit 

Mahotsav celebration, the Ministry of AYUSH has launched a campaign titled ‘AYUSH AAPKE DWAR’, which aims to 

distribute medicinal plant saplings to 75 lakh households in one year. The campaign was inaugurated by the Union 

Minister of AYUSH Sarbananda Sonowal from Mumbai, during which he distributed medicinal plant saplings to citizens.  

Subsequently, the campaign was launched from more than 45 locations across the country. The medicinal plants being 

distributed include Tejpatta, Stevia, Ashoka, Giloy, Ashwagandha, Lemongrass, Tulsi, Sarpagandha and Amla. Under this 

campaign, it is proposed to undertake the cultivation of medicinal plants across 75,000 hectares in one year. 

8. TRIFED and MEA to set up Atmanirbhar Bharat corners: Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of India 

(TRIFED) in collaboration with the Ministry of External Affairs, is setting up an Atmanirbhar Bharat corner in 75 Indian 

Missions/ Embassies across the world in the next 3 months. The first such Atma Nirbhar Bharat corner was successfully 
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inaugurated at Indian Embassy in Bangkok, Thailand on August 15, 2021. Apart from this, TRIFED will also be establishing 

Atmanirbhar corners in 75 embassies of foreign countries set up in India. As India moves ahead with its strategy for 

India@75 and focuses on converting development into a mass movement, TRIFED is working with its roots in ground 

realities and emphasizing the welfare both in design and implementation. With the focus on “Vocal for Local” and building 

an “Atmanirbhar Bharat”, TRIFED is undertaking several activities, while re-dedicating its efforts towards tribal 

empowerment. 

 The 75 countries include Jamaica, Ireland, Turkey, Kenya, Mongolia, Israel, Finland, France, and Canada, 

Singapore, Russia, the US, Indonesia, Greece and Cyprus among others. 

 The corner will be an exclusive space to promote GI tagged tribal art and craft products besides natural and 

organic products. 

 TRIFED will also be establishing Atmanirbhar corners in 75 embassies of foreign countries in India. 

9. PM Modi inaugurates Shikshak Parv-2021: Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated the “Shikshak Parv-2021” 

and addressed the inaugural conclave through a video conference. The theme of ‘Shikshak Parv-2021’ is “Quality and 

Sustainable Schools: Learnings from Schools in India”. The event was organised by the Ministry of Education, will continue 

to be celebrated from September 07 to 17, 2021. The objective of the Shikshak Parv-2021 is to encourage innovative 

practices to ensure not only continuity of education at all levels but to improve quality, inclusive practices and 

sustainability in the schools across the country as well. As a part of the event, PM launched five key schemes under the 

National Education Policy, NEP 2020. These included: 

 Indian Sign Language Dictionary (audio and text embedded sign language video for the hearing impaired, in 

conformity with Universal Design of Learning) 

 Talking Books (audiobooks for the visually impaired) 

 School Quality Assurance and Assessment Framework of CBSE 

 NISHTHA teachers’ training programme for NIPUN Bharat 

 Vidyanjali 2.0 portal (platform for non-teaching professionals to contribute to increasing the quality of education 

in government schools.) 

10. Union Minister Bhupender Yadav inaugurates PRANA portal: Union Minister of Environment, Forest, and Climate 

Change, Bhupender Yadav launched a portal named PRANA, for the regulation of air pollution in 132 cities across the 

country. PRANA stands for Portal for Regulation of Air pollution in Non-Attainment cities. The portal (prana.cpcb.gov.in) 

will support tracking of physical as well as the financial status of city air action plan implementation and disseminate 

information on air quality to the public. The cities which come under the National Clean Air Programme (NCAP) will be 

covered. Apart from this, the Union Minister also dedicated the first functional smog tower of India, installed in Anand 

Vihar in New Delhi to the country. 

11. India’s 1st Emergency Landing Facility on National Highway in Rajasthan: Union Defence Minister, Rajnath Singh and 

Union Highways Minister, Nitin Gadkari inaugurated the Emergency Landing Facility on a National Highway in Rajasthan. 
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This emergency landing facility has been constructed on the Satta-Gandhav stretch of National Highway (NH) 925A in 

Barmer, Rajasthan. This is the first time that a national highway (NH-925) will be used for the emergency landing of IAF 

aircraft. The project will cost ₹765.52 crores under the Bharatmala Pariyojana. 

 The National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) has developed a 3-km section of the Satta-Gandhav stretch of 

NH-925A, as an emergency landing facility (ELF) for the IAF. 

 It is part of a newly developed two-lane paved shoulder of the Gagariya-Bakhasar and Satta-Gandhav section 

having a total length of 196.97 km. 

 Apart from the Emergency Landing Strip, 3 helipads (size 100 x 30 metres each) have been constructed in 

Kundanpura, Singhania and Bakhasar villages in this project, according to the requirements of the Air Force/Indian 

Army, which will be the basis for strengthening the Indian Army and security network on the western international 

border of the country. 

12. Uttarakhand, Punjab, Tamil Nadu get new governors: President Ram Nath Kovind has appointed Lt Gen Gurmit Singh, 

who retired as the deputy chief of Army, governor of Uttarakhand, a post which fell vacant after Baby Rani Maurya 

tendered her resignation. According to a Rashtrapati Bhavan communique, President Ram Nath Kovind accepted the 

resignation of Maurya and appointed Singh as the governor of the state. 

 The President also appointed Banwarilal Purohit, currently the Governor of Tamil Nadu, as the Governor 

of Punjab.  

 R.N.Ravi, presently the Governor of Nagaland, has been made the Governor of Tamil Nadu.  

 Professor Jagdish Mukhi, Governor of Assam is appointed to discharge the functions of the Governor 

of Nagaland in addition to his own duties until regular arrangements are made. 

 The President’s office, in an official release, mentioned that the new appointments will take effect from the dates 

they assume charge of their respective offices. 

13. PM Narendra Modi inaugurates Sardardham Bhavan: Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated the Sardardham 

Bhavan in Ahmedabad, Gujarat, via video conferencing. He also performed the “Bhoomi Pujan” of the Sardardham Phase-

II Kanya Chhatralaya (girls’ hostel) project. Both these establishments are dedicated to the “Iron Man of India,” Sardar 

Vallabhbhai Patel. The project is developed by the Vishwa Patidar Samaj. 

 The state-of-the-art Sardardham Bhavan provides separate hostel facilities to girls and boys from rural areas who 

aspire for better career prospects. 

 Phase I of the Sardardham Bhavan project is built over an area of 11,672 square feet at an estimated cost of Rs 

200 crore, near the Vaishnodevi circle in the Ahmedabad-Gandhinagar border area. It will house 1,600 students, 

including 800 boys and 800 girls. 

 The Phase II of the Sardardham project is expected to house around 2,000 girl students. The project will be built at 

the cost of another Rs 200 crore. 
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14. India’s largest open air fernery opened in Uttarakhand: India’s largest open-air fernery has been inaugurated in 

Ranikhet of Uttarakhand. The new centre will serve the dual objective of ‘conservation of fern species as well as ‘create 

awareness about their ecological role and promote further research. The fernery is home to a large number of fern 

species, some of which are endemic to the state, some hold medicinal value while some are threatened species that 

demand care and conservation. 

 The fernery has the largest collection of fern species, second to only Jawaharlal Nehru Tropical Botanical Garden 

and Research Institute (TBGRI), Thiruvananthapuram. However, it is the country’s first open-air fernery in natural 

surroundings which is not under any poly-house/ shade house. 

 The Ranikhet fernery has around 120 different types of fern, spreads over four acres of land at an altitude of 1,800 

metres. 

 The facility has been developed under Central Government’s Compensatory Afforestation Management Funds 

Management and Planning Authority (CAMPA) scheme, by the Research Wing of Uttarakhand Forest Department 

over a period of three years. 

15. Nitin Gadkari launches AI-powered road safety project ‘iRASTE’: Union Minister for Road Transport, Nitin 

Gadkari launched ‘iRASTE’, an Artificial Intelligence-powered project. The project aims to help reduce road accidents, 

understand the factors responsible for these events and come up with solutions to mitigate them. iRASTE stands 

for Intelligent Solutions for Road Safety through Technology and Engineering. 

 The project has been launched on a pilot basis in Nagpur, Maharashtra with the aim of reducing accidents by 50 

per cent in the city. 

 The project is launched jointly by the Centre, Intel, INAI, IIIT-Hyderabad, CSIR-CRRI (Central Road Research 

Institute), Mahindra & Mahindra and Nagpur Municipal Corporation (NMC). 

 The main focus of the project will focus on vehicle safety, mobility analysis and road infrastructure safety to move 

towards a ‘Vision Zero’ accident scenario. 

16. Niti Aayog launches ‘Shoonya’ programme to promote zero-pollution: Niti Aayog in collaboration with US-based 

Rocky Mountain Institute (RMI) and RMI India, has launched a campaign named Shoonya, to promote zero-pollution 

delivery vehicles by working with consumers and industry. The campaign will promote the adoption of electric vehicles 

(EVs) in the urban deliveries segment and create consumer awareness about the health, environmental and economic 

benefits of electric vehicles. 

As part of the campaign, a corporate branding and certification programme is being launched to recognise and promote 

the industry’s efforts towards transitioning to EVs for final-mile deliveries. An online tracking platform will share the 

campaign’s impact through data such as vehicle kilometres electrified, carbon savings, criteria pollutant savings and other 

benefits from clean delivery vehicles. 

17. Kushinagar Airport declared as Customs Notified Airport: The Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC) has 

declared Kushinagar Airport as a Customs notified airport. This would also facilitate international passenger movements 

including that of Buddhist pilgrims. 
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 The Kushinagar airport is an international airport spread across an area of 600 acres. 

 It had been granted the licence to operate international flights by DGCA last February. 

 In August, the Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) extended the validity of the airport’s licence to 

operate international flights till February 21, 2023. The licence was due to expire on August 21, 2021. 

18. PM Modi launches Sansad TV along with LS Speaker Om Birla: Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched Sansad TV, 

which has been created by merging Lok Sabha TV and Rajya Sabha TV, jointly with Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu and 

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla. Sansad TV programming will touch upon the functioning of the Parliament and democratic 

institutions, governance and implementation of schemes and policies, history and culture of India and issues of interest to 

the common man. The new channel adds another important chapter in the country’s parliamentary system. 

19. Cabinet approves 100% FDI under automatic route in Telecom Sector: The Union Cabinet, chaired by Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi has approved a number of structural and process reforms in the Telecom sector, to provide relief to ailing 

telecom service providers, struggling with high levels of debt. A total of 9 structural and 5 process reforms have been 

approved by the Union Cabinet. The relief package is expected to protect and generate employment opportunities, 

promote healthy competition, protect the interests of consumers, infuse liquidity, encourage investment and reduce the 

regulatory burden on Telecom Service Providers (TSPs). Some major reforms announced are as follows: 

 Change in the definition of AGR: The definition of Adjusted Gross Revenue (AGR) has been changed and now all 

non-telecom revenue will be removed from AGR. 

 Rationalised Spectrum Usage Charges: The monthly compounding of interest on spectrum usage charges is 

replaced by annual compounding and the interest rate will come down, based on the formula MCLR + 2%. Penalty 

on payment of licence fees, spectrum user charges and all kinds of charges have been completely scrapped. 

 Four-year Moratorium on dues: Moratorium has been announced on statutory dues of the telecom sector for 

four years. It will be applicable from October 1, 2021 

 Foreign Direct Investment (FDI): The government has increased the FDI in the Telecom sector under the 

automatic route from 49% to 100%. 

 Auction calendar fixed: Spectrum auctions will henceforth be held in the last quarter of every financial year. 

20. Ministry of Law and Justice launches “Ek Pahal” campaign: Department of Justice under the Ministry of Law and 

Justice has launched the “Ek Pahal”  campaign to encourage mass registration under Tele-Law. The Ek Pahal campaign will 

run across the country from 17th September till 2nd October. The “Ek Pahal” campaign will cover 51,434 Common Service 

Centres in 50,000 Gram Panchayats in 633 districts across 34 States and UTs. 

Tele-Law means the use of communications and information technology for the delivery of legal information and advice. 

Department of Justice has partnered with NALSA and CSC e-Governance Service India Limited for mainstreaming legal aid 

to the marginalized communities through Common Services Center (CSC). This e-interaction between lawyers and people 

would be through the video-conferencing infrastructure available at the CSCs. 
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21. Union Minister Piyush Goyal Launches National Single Window System: The Union Minister for Commerce and 

Industry, Piyush Goyal has launched the ‘National Single Window System (NSWS)’, for investors and businesses. NSWS is a 

single-window portal that will act as a one-stop shop for investors or entrepreneurs, to get approvals and clearances 

needed from Government. It shall give freedom from the legacy of running to government offices for approvals and 

registrations needed by investors, entrepreneurs, and businesses in India. 

 The new system aims to bring transparency, accountability and responsiveness in the ecosystem. 

 Currently, the portal hosts approvals across 18 Central Departments and 9 States. The remaining 14 Central depts 

and five states will be added by December 2021. 

 The portal has been developed jointly by the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) 

along with Invest India. 

22. Vanijya Saptah being celebrated from 20-26 September: The Commerce Ministry has decided to celebrate ‘Vanijya 

Saptah’ from 20 to 26 September. In this Saptah, many programmes and events will be organized to showcase India’s 

rising economic force across the country. Five national seminars will be organized by the Indian Institute of Foreign Trade 

(IIFT) in five regions of the country. 

The Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) also launch the Industrial Park Rating System. 

Industrial Park Rating System will recognize the performance of the Industrial park. It will also assess the performance of 

private industrial parks and SEZs. 

23. PFRDA to observe NPS Diwas on October 01, 2021: Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority (PFRDA) will 

observe October 01, 2021 as the National Pension System Diwas (NPS Diwas). This campaign has been started by PFRDA 

under the ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’ to promote pension and retirement planning for a carefree ‘azad’ retirement. PFRDA 

is promoting this campaign on its social media platforms with #npsdiwas. The pension regulator aims to encourage every 

citizen (working professionals and self-employed professionals) to plan towards creating a financial cushion to ensure for 

onself a financially sound future after retirement. NPS subscribers will enjoy the benefits, power of compounding now and 

reap many of the benefits after retirement. 

 Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority is the regulatory body under the jurisdiction of the Ministry 

of Finance, Government of India for overall supervision and regulation of pension in India. 

 The Pension Fund Regulatory & Development Authority Act was passed on 19 September 2013 and the same was 

notified on 1 February 2014. 

 PFRDA is regulating NPS, subscribed by employees of Govt. of India, State Governments and by employees of 

private institutions/organizations & unorganized sectors. The PFRDA is ensuring the orderly growth and 

development of the pension market. 

24. PM Modi to roll out National Digital Health Mission: Prime Minister Narendra Modi will announce the nationwide 

roll-out of the National Digital Health Mission (NDHM), which has been renamed as Pradhan Mantri Digital Health Mission 

(PM-DHM), on September 27. Under this, a unique digital health ID will be provided to the people, which will contain all 

the health records of the person. The id will be created using details such as Aadhaar and the user’s mobile number. 
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 The initiative will be rolled out on the final day of Arogya Manthan, which was kicked off to mark the third 

anniversary of the government’s flagship health insurance scheme — Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan 

Arogya Yojana. 

 The project is currently in its pilot phase in the Union territories of Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Chandigarh, 

Dadra and Nagar Haveli, Daman and Diu, Ladakh, Lakshadweep, and Puducherry. 

 The mission essentially consists of four main building blocks — unique digital health id, health care professionals 

registry, health facility registry and electronic health records. 

 To begin with, three components, unique health id, doctor’s registry and the health facility registry, have been 

made operational, the officials cited above said. 

 The initiative supports Universal Health Coverage in an efficient, accessible, inclusive, affordable and safe manner 

through the provision of a wide range of data, information and infrastructure services. 

25. Supreme Court introduces FASTER system: Supreme Court of India has approved an electronic system named FASTER 

(Fast and Secured Transmission of Electronic Records). The FASTER system will be used for transferring e-authenticated 

copies from courts to prisons. A three-judge bench of Chief Justice N.V. Ramana, Justice Nageswara Rao and Justice Surya 

Kant has instructed state governments, Union territories, prison departments and other authorities concerned to make 

arrangements at prisons to accept e-authenticated copies. 

Under the FASTER system, courts can send e-authenticated copies of bail orders, stay orders, interim orders and 

proceedings through secured electronic communication to duty officers at prisons. The apex court was hearing a suo motu 

case which it took up in July this year after a news report indicated that inmates at a prison in Agra continued to be lodged 

in jail three days after they had been granted bail. 

26. India to bag IAEA external auditor job: India has been elected as the external auditor to the International Atomic 

Energy Agency (IAEA), a prestigious institution that promotes peaceful use of nuclear energy, for a period of six years from 

2022 to 2027 after beating Germany and the United Kingdom among other counties. India’s comptroller and auditor 

general GC Murmu was selected as the external auditor of IAEA and the ministry of external affairs (MEA). 

In the first round of voting for the post, Germany got 36 votes, India 30, the UK eight, Russia 11, Turkey 9, Egypt 20, 

Republic of Korea 2 and the Philippines 7 votes. The second round boiled down to the race between India and Germany 

with India managing to beat the European country. 

27. Hardeep Singh Puri launches 7th edition of Swachh Survekshan: Union Housing and Urban Affairs Minister, Hardeep 

Singh Puri has launched the 7th edition of Swachh Survekshan 2022. The seventh edition of the annual cleanliness survey 

in the urban areas, under which district rankings have been introduced for the first time. The voice of senior citizens and 

young adults will also be given priority. This survey will create a level playing field for smaller cities by introducing 2 

population categories:-under 15,000 & btw 15,000-25,000. The scope of the survey has been expanded to now cover 100 

per cent wards for sampling as compared to 40 per cent in previous years, according to the ministry. 
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The Mission is also committed to continuously engage with citizens to improve the quality of public sanitation 

infrastructure and services. To this end, the ‘Sarvajanik Shauchalay Safai Jan Bhagidari Utsav’ will be facilitated to assess 

the quality of community and public toilets and capture citizen feedback for process improvement in future. 

28. GoI increases the income limit of disabled dependents for family pension to 30%: Ministry of defence and union 

government has decided to increase the income limit of disabled dependents for family pension to children/siblings 

suffering from mental or physical disability. The child/sibling will be eligible for family pension for life if his/her overall 

income from sources other than a family pension is less than 30% of the last pay drawn by the deceased government 

servant/pensioner concerned plus the dearness relief admissible thereon. The financial benefit in such cases will accrue 

with effect from 08 February 2021. Presently, the disabled child/sibling is eligible for family pension if the overall monthly 

income of the disabled child/sibling from sources other than the family pension is not more than Rs 9,000, along with 

dearness relief. 

29. Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment launches Elder Line: Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment has 

launched India’s first Pan-India helpline for senior citizens named ‘Elder Line’ for which the toll-free number is 14567. The 

platform will allow senior citizens to connect and share their concerns, get information and guidance on problems that 

they face on a day-to-day basis. It will provide free information and guidance on pension issues, legal issues, extend 

emotional support, and even intervenes on the field in cases of abuse, and rescues the homeless elderly. Tata Trusts and 

NSE Foundation are the technical partners for “Elder Line”. 

2. International Current Affairs – September 2021 
1. China, Pakistan, Thailand, Mongolia to hold military exercise “Shared Destiny-2021”: The armed force of the country 

China, Pakistan, Mongolia and Thailand will take part in a multinational peacekeeping exercise named “Shared Destiny-

2021”. The exercise will be held in China in the month of September 2021. The four countries will take part in the first 

multinational peacekeeping live exercise “Shared Destiny-2021” at the combined-arms tactical training base of the PLA in 

Henan’s Queshan county. All the four countries will dispatch more than 1,000 troops to participate in the drills, involving 

units of infantry, fast response, security, helicopter, engineering, transportation and medical services. The scenario of the 

exercise is joint operations of multinational peacekeeping forces and the exercise will be held in a close-to-real battlefield 

environment set in accordance with the international, professional and realistic combat standards. 

2. Sri Lanka declares food emergency as forex crisis: Sri Lanka has declared a state of emergency as the food crisis 

worsened after private banks ran out of foreign exchange to finance imports. With the country suffering a hard-hitting 

economic crisis, President Gotabaya Rajapaksa said he ordered emergency regulations to counter the hoarding of sugar, 

rice and other essential foods. The Sri Lankan rupee has fallen by 7.5% against the US dollar this year. Rajapaksa has 

named a top army officer as “Commissioner General of Essential Services to coordinate the supply of paddy, rice, sugar 

and other consumer goods”. The move followed sharp price rises for sugar, rice, onions and potatoes, while long queues 

have formed outside stores because of shortages of milk powder, kerosene oil and cooking gas. 

The government has increased penalties for food hoarding, but the shortages come as the country of 21 million battles a 

fierce coronavirus wave that is claiming more than 200 lives a day. The economy shrank by a record 3.6 per cent in 2020 
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because of the pandemic and in March last year, the government banned imports of vehicles and other items, including 

edible oils and turmeric, an essential spice in local cooking, in a bid to save foreign exchange. 

3. New Development Bank approves UAE, Bangladesh and Uruguay as a new member: The Shanghai-based New 

Development Bank (NDB) has approved the United Arab Emirates, Uruguay and Bangladesh as its new member countries. 

In 2020, the NDB Board of Governors initiated the negotiation to expand its membership. As a result UAE, Uruguay and 

Bangladesh have been admitted as the first new member countries of the NDB. NDB was established by the BRICS (Brazil, 

Russia, India, China and South Africa) countries in 2015. The bank supports public or private projects through loans, 

guarantees, equity participation and other financial instruments. 

4. Yoshihide Suga to step down as Japan’s prime minister: Japan's Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga speaks to media after 

he annouced to pull out of a party leadership race at his official residence in Tokyo, Japan, September 3, 2021. Kyodo/via 

REUTERS Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga would step down, setting the stage for a new premier after a one-year 

tenure marred by an unpopular COVID-19 response and rapidly dwindling public support. Suga, who took over after Shinzo 

Abe resigned last September, citing ill health, has seen his support ratings sink to below 30% as the nation struggles with 

its worst wave of COVID-19 infections ahead of a general election this year. Suga’s decision to not run in a ruling Liberal 

Democratic Party (LDP) election in September means the party will choose a new leader, who will become prime minister. 

5. Cuba becomes first country in world to begin vaccinating toddlers: Ebrahim Raisi was officially sworn in as the new 

president of Iran on September 05, 2021. He won the 2021 Iranian presidential election in June, with 62 per cent of the 

vote. The 60-year-old Raisi succeeds Hassan Rouhani to begin his four-year term. He is also been the Chief Justice of Iran 

since March 2019. Raisi’s inauguration comes at a pivotal time, with Iran currently in indirect negotiations with the United 

States over how to revive the 2015 nuclear agreement. Raisi will also face the task of reviving his country’s economy, 

which has been battered in recent years by the previous US administration’s “maximum pressure” campaign of sanctions. 

Tensions in the region are also high following a string of maritime provocations blamed by the West on Tehran. 

6. Cuba becomes first country in world to begin vaccinating toddlers: Cuba became the first country in the world to 

vaccinate children from the age of two against COVID-19, using home-grown jabs not recognised by the World Health 

Organisation. The communist island of 11.2 million people aims to inoculate all its children before reopening schools that 

have been closed for the most part since March 2020. Countries such as China, the United Arab Emirates and Venezuela 

have announced they plan to vaccinate younger children, but Cuba is the first to do so. The Cuban vaccines, the first 

developed in Latin America, have not undergone international, scientific peer review. 

7. China successfully launches new Earth observation satellite “Gaofen-5 02”: China successfully launched a new Earth 

observation satellite, Gaofen-5 02, into space, aboard a Long March-4C rocket, from the Taiyuan Satellite Launch Centre in 

north China’s Shanxi Province. The Gaofen-5 02 satellite is the 24th in the series of Gaofen Earth-observation satellites of 

China, to monitor environmental protection efforts and boost its natural resources surveillance. 

Gaofen-5 02 is a hyperspectral satellite that will be used for comprehensive environmental monitoring, to improve the 

country’s hyperspectral observation capacity of the atmosphere, water and land. 

8. El Salvador becomes 1st country to adopt Bitcoin as National Currency: El Salvador has become the first country in the 

world to accept Bitcoin as legal tender. The government of El Salvador claimed that the move will give many citizens of the 
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country access to bank services for the first time. In addition, trading in cryptocurrency will help the country save around 

$400 million in fees that is levied by banks and financial institutions on the money sent home by expats. The acceptance of 

Bitcoin as a legal currency by El Salvador follows a law approved by the country’s parliament in June. At the time, the 

country allowed Bitcoin to be accepted as tender for all goods and services. The bill was approved within 24 hours of being 

presented to Congress by President Nayib Bukele. 

9. Aziz Akhannouch elected as new PM of Morocco: Aziz Akhannouch has been appointed as the new Prime Minister of 

Morocco by the country’s King Mohammed VI. Akhannouch’s National Rally of Independents (RNI) party secured 102 out 

of the 395 seats in the parliament election, held on September 10, 2021. Prior to this appointment, the 60-year-old was 

the Minister of Agriculture from 2007 to 2021. The announcement came after Akhannouch’s National Rally of 

Independents (RNI) party triumphed in Wednesday’s parliamentary polls. The pro-business RNI managed to secure 102 

out of the 395 seats in parliament, toppling the moderate Islamist Justice and Development Party (PJD), which won a 

paltry 13 seats. 

10. US, UK and Australia announce new partnership “AUKUS”: United States, United Kingdom and Australia have 

announced the new partnership “AUKUS” a new trilateral security partnership for the Indo-Pacific region. The trilateral 

grouping was formally announced by British Prime Minister Boris Johnson, his Australian counterpart Scott Morrison and 

US President Joe Biden with a vision for a safer and more secure Indo-Pacific. 

 The first project of AUKUS will be to help Australia acquire a nuclear-powered conventionally-armed submarine 

fleet. 

 The three heads of state reaffirmed their intention to continue to work with their allies and groupings in tandem 

with AUKUS, with the Quad being mentioned by Morrison and Biden. 

 AUKUS will also involve a new architecture of meetings and engagements between the three countries, as well as 

cooperation across emerging technologies (applied AI, quantum technologies and undersea capabilities). 

11. Iran becomes 9th member of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation: Iran was officially admitted as a full member of 

the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO). The decision to admit Iran as a full member was declared in the 21st 

summit of the SCO leaders in Dushanbe, Tajikistan. At the end of the 21st Summit of the Shanghai Cooperation 

Organisation (SCO), the leaders of the eight main members of the organisation agreed to change the membership of the 

Islamic Republic of Iran from an observer member to a full member and signed the relevant documents. 

Accordingly, the technical process of Iran becoming one of the main members of the organisation has begun and Iran will 

henceforth cooperate and interact with member countries as the main member of the important regional organisation. 

12. Justin Trudeau wins 3rd term as Prime Minister of Canada: Canada Prime Minister Justin Trudeau has won the third 

term to serve as the PM of the country, after his party won the 2021 parliamentary elections on September 20, 2021. 

However, the Liberal Party of the 49-year-old Justin Trudeau could only manage to win minority seats in the election. 

Justin Trudeau is in power since 2015. Trudeau’s Liberals were leading or elected in 157 seats exactly the same number 

they won in 2019, 13 short of the 170 needed for a majority in the House of Commons. 
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13. World’s oldest living twins are 107-year-old Japanese sisters: Guinness World Records has certified two Japanese 

sisters as the world’s oldest living identical twins at 107. Umeno Sumiyama and Koume Kodama were born the third and 

fourth of 11 siblings on Shodoshima island in western Japan on Nov. 5, 1913. Sumiyama and Kodama were 107 years and 

300 days old as of Sept 1, breaking the previous record set by famous Japanese sisters Kin Narita and Gin Kanie at 107 

years and 175 days. 

14. Bangladesh’s PM Hasina receives SDG Progress award: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has been conferred with the SDG 

Progress award for Bangladesh’s steady progress in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by the UN-

sponsored Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN). Prime Minister Hasina is currently visiting the US to attend 

the 76th session of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA). The SDSN was set up in 2012 under the auspices of the 

UN Secretary-General. Led by development economist Jeffery Sachs, the SDSN seeks to mobilize global scientific and 

technological expertise to promote practical solutions for sustainable development. 

15. Statue of Bitcoin founder Satoshi Nakamoto unveiled in Hungary: Hungary has unveiled the statue of Bitcoin founder 

Satoshi Nakamoto. The imposing bronze statue was unveiled in Hungary’s capital, Budapest. This is the first such statue 

across the world to pay homage to the creator of Bitcoin digital currency. It has been constructed in a business park near 

the Danube River in Budapest. The bust sits atop a stone plinth and is also engraved with the name of Satoshi Nakamoto, 

who is the pseudonym of the mysterious developer of Bitcoin whose true identity is still unknown. 

Creators of the statue: Statue has been created by Reka Gergely and Tamas Gilly. They have portrayed a human form and 

have stayed true to the anonymity of Nakamoto, the person nobody knows how do they look like. 

About the Bitcoin: Bitcoin was created in 2008 in the backdrop of global financial crisis. Its aim was to circumvent 

traditional financial institutions by means of developing secure technology for peer-to-peer online transactions. It does not 

involve intermediaries like banks. The founding white paper published in 2008 and was authored by Nakamoto. 

16. WHO revises air quality norms for first time since 2005: The World Health Organisation (WHO) has announced a tight 

revision in its air quality guidelines (AQG). This is the first revision in the global air quality by WHO since 2005. In the new 

guidelines, WHO has lowered the acceptable exposure levels to key pollutants, including ozone, nitrogen dioxide, sulfur 

dioxide, carbon monoxide and particulate matter (PM). 

 WHO has lowered acceptable thresholds for several pollutants, including PM 2.5. Now, PM 2.5 concentrations 

must remain below 15µg/m³. 

 According to the new limits, average annual PM2.5 concentrations should not be higher than 5 micrograms per 

cubic meter. 

 Air pollution kills at least 7 million people prematurely each year. The revised guidelines encourage countries to 

slash fossil fuel emissions. 

 These guidelines are not legally binding on countries. The reduced level of air pollution will improve the health of 

people. 
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17. Fumio Kishida to become Japan’s next PM: Japan’s former Foreign Minister, Fumio Kishida has won the ruling party’s 

leadership election, virtually ensuring that he will become the country’s next prime minister. Kishida won 257 votes in a 

runoff to defeat Taro Kono, a popular vaccines minister who previously held the positions of defence and foreign minister. 

18. North Korea tests fire hypersonic missile “Hwasong-8”: North Korea successfully tested a new hypersonic missile 

called Hwasong-8, in a bid to increase the nation’s capabilities for self-defence. The missile was one of the five most 

important new weapons systems laid out by North Korea in the five-year military development plan. This was the 

country’s third missile test in a month. Earlier it tested a new type of cruise missile, as well as a new train-launched 

ballistic missile system. Hypersonic missiles fly at lower altitudes compared to ballistic weapon systems and can attain 

more than five times the speed of sound, restricting the interception capabilities of adversaries. 

3. State-Wise Current Affairs – September 2021 

1. Punjab to Launch ‘Mera Kaam Mera Maan’ Scheme to Help Unemployed Youth: The Punjab Cabinet gave a nod to a 

new scheme that will help the unemployed youth in the state to hone their skills and increase their chances of getting a 

job. These youngsters will be given short-term skill training free of cost under the ‘‘Mera Kaam Mera Maan” scheme of the 

state government. A target of 30,000 beneficiaries has been proposed, at a cost of ₹ 90 crores. 

 The scheme also provides an employment assistance allowance of ₹ 2,500 per month for a period of 12 months 

from the start of the training course, which will be conducted at Punjab Skill Development Mission training 

centres. 

 The allowance shall be given during the training period, and after successfully completing the training, during the 

pre-placement and post-placement period of 12 months from the date of the start of the programme. 

2. Maharashtra govt launches “Mission Vatsalya” for women’s: Maharashtra government launched a special mission 

called “Mission Vatsalya” in order to help women who lost their husbands to COVID-19. Mission Vatsalya will provide 

several services and some 18 benefits under one roof to those women. It been designed for widows, with a special focus 

on widows coming from rural areas, poor backgrounds and deprived sections. Under this mission, schemes like Sanjay 

Gandhi Niradhar Yojana and Gharkul Yojana will benefit those for women. 

 Under this scheme, 8,661 women have applied for the Sanjay Gandhi Niradhar Anudan Yojana, 405 for the 

Shravanbal Seva State Pension Scheme and 71 for the Indira Gandhi National Old Age Pension Scheme. 

 Applications have been received from 1,209 women for the Indira Gandhi National Widow Pension Scheme. 

 The Department has received three applications for the Indira Gandhi National Disability Pension Scheme. So 

far10349 applications have been received from the women contacted by the department of women and child 

development. 

3. FM Nirmala Sitharaman inaugurates ‘My Pad, My Right’ project in Tripura: In Tripura, Union Finance Minister Nirmala 

Sitharaman has inaugurated a project called ‘My Pad, My Right’ initiated by NABARD and NABFOUNDATION at Killa village 
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in Gomati district on the second and concluding day of her visit to the state. The project aims to bring livelihood and 

menstrual hygiene closer to rural women by way of grant, wage support and capital equipment. 

The Union Minister also flagged off the mobile ATM van of Tripura State Co-Operative Bank Limited which will cover all 

Gram Panchayats and Village Committees of South Tripura District. 

4. Assam cabinet decides to remove Rajiv Gandhi’s name from Orang national park: The Assam cabinet has decided to 

remove the name of former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi from the Orang National Park. Since the name Orang is associated 

with the sentiments of the Adivasi and tea-tribe community, the cabinet has decided to rename the Rajiv Gandhi Orang 

National Park as Orang National Park. Located on the North Bank of Brahmaputra, Orang National Park spread over 78.80 

sq km is the oldest forest reserve in the state. It was named a wildlife sanctuary in 1985 and declared a national park in 

1999.  

5. Maharashtra to set up science city named after Rajiv Gandhi in Pune: The Maharashtra Government has decided to set 

up a world-class science city at Pimpri-Chinchwad near Pune to develop a scientific outlook among the students and 

prepare them to become students in future. To be named as ‘Bharat Ratna Rajiv Gandhi Science Innovation City’, a science 

Centre will be developed on one acre area in an eight-acre complex in the PCMC area. The Centre has granted an 

assistance of Rs 191 crore to build the Science city in the PCMC area. 

6. India’s first dugong conservation reserve to come up in Tamil Nadu: Tamil Nadu state government has announced to 

set up India’s first dugong conservation reserve at the northern part of the Palk Bay. Dugong are commonly known as sea 

cows. According to Wildlife Institute of India (WII) estimates, only 200-250 Dugongs are left in the wild, of which 150 are 

found in the Palk Bay and Gulf of Mannar in Tamil Nadu. 

 The reserve will span the northern part of the Palk Bay from Adiramapattinam to Amapattinam. The reserve will 

cover an area of more than 500 sq km. 

 Marine biologists and conservationists have long demanded a reserve as the population of dugongs, as known as 

sea cows, in Indian waters has been dropping to dangerous levels. 

 According to Wildlife Institute of India (WII) estimates, only 200-250 Dugongs are left in the wild, of which 150 are 

found in the Palk Bay and Gulf of Mannar in Tamil Nadu, among the last surviving natural habitats for dugongs in 

the world. 

7. Uttarakhand Governor Baby Rani Maurya Resigns: Uttarakhand Governor Baby Rani Maurya has announced her 

resignation from the position on September 08, 2021, almost two years before completing her term, citing personal 

reasons. The 64-year-old Baby Rani Maurya was appointed as the Governor of Uttarakhand in August 2018, succeeding 

Krishan Kant Paul. Prior to becoming the governor of Uttarakhand, she served as the mayor of Agra in Uttar Pradesh, from 

1995 to 2000. 

8. Gujarat govt launches Vatan Prem Yojana: The Government of Gujarat announced, that it plans on undertaking public 

welfare projects worth Rs. 1,000 crores jointly with non-resident Gujaratis by December 2022. The projects will be under 

the state government’s ‘Vatan Prem Yojana’. The Yojana was launched in Gujarat focusing on rural development through 

public and state contributions. 
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Under this scheme: 

 The state government will undertake various rural development projects and activities. 

 This scheme will be undertaken with 40% state government’s contribution and 60% contribution from the general 

public. 

 The state government has invited Non-Resident Gujaratis and NRIs are also invited to contribute. 

 This scheme aims to provide them with an opportunity to change their love for the nation into service for the 

nation. This scheme aims at making the rural areas self-reliant. It is an important step in the holistic development 

of villages. 

Projects covered under the Vatan prem yojana will cover village-level projects such as: 

 Smart classes in schools and Library 

 Community hall, Primary health centre and Anganwadi 

 CCTV surveillance system, 

 Water recycling, drainage, sewage treatment and beautification of ponds. 

 Bus-stand 

 Solar energy powered streetlights, etc. 

9. AP Govt. appoints former SBI Chairperson Rajnish Kumar as economic advisor: The Andhra Pradesh government has 

appointed Rajnish Kumar as its economic advisor. A former SBI chairman, Rajnish Kumar’s tenure in the cabinet rank 

position is for two years. Rajnish Kumar who had retired as SBI chairman in October 2020, is an independent non-

executive director at the Hong Kong and Shanghai Banking Corporation. He joined SBI as a Probationary officer in 1980. 

The appointment comes amid the growing concerns over the state’s financial situation which has been badly hit by the 

Covid pandemic, even as the opposition has been critical over the sops and freebies being distributed by the Y.S. Jagan 

Mohan Reddy-led state government. Rajnish Kumar’s appointment is expected to help the state government steer 

through the financially tough juncture. 

10. Vijay Rupani resigns as Gujarat Chief Minister: Vijay Rupani has resigned as the Chief Minister of Gujarat. He 

submitted his resignation to governor Acharya Devvrat. The resignation comes following a flurry of developments in 

Gujarat following a meeting in Gandhinagar. He reached the Raj Bhavan shortly after PM Modi inaugurated Sardardham 

Bhavan in Gujarat’s Ahmedabad and performed ‘bhoomi pujan’ of Sardardham Phase-II Kanya Chhatralaya (girls’ hostel) 

through video conferencing. 

Mr Rupani is the fourth BJP chief minister to step down in recent months; in July BS Yediyurappa resigned as Chief 

Minister of Karnataka in July and the double whammy in Uttarakhand, where Tirath Singh Rawat quit barely four months 

after replacing Trivendra Rawat. 
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11. BJP’s Bhupendra Patel named as new Gujarat Chief Minister: Bhupendra Patel has been chosen as the new Chief 

Minister of Gujarat at the BJP legislature meeting. He is a BJP MLA from the Ghatlodia assembly seat in Ahmedabad. This 

comes after the resignation of Vijay Rupani from the post of CM of Gujarat. Bhupendra Patel holds a diploma in Civil 

Engineering and has held positions in Patidar trusts and organisations, including Sardar Dham and World Umiya 

Foundation, among others. He has been a standing committee chairman in the Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation and 

chairman of the Ahmedabad Urban Development Authority (AUDA). 

12. Nuakhai Juhar harvest festival celebrated in Odisha: Nuakhai Juhar, the agrarian festival of Western Odisha, was 

celebrated with religious fervour and tradition. It is celebrated 1 day after the celebration of Ganesh Chaturthi. Nuakhai is 

a crop festival celebrated by people of Western Odisha and Southern Chhattisgarh, to welcome the new rice of the season. 

Nua means new and khai means food. So, the festival of nuakhai is a festival to celebrate newly harvested food by the 

farmers. 

13. Haryana topped in installation of solar pumps under PM-KUSUM: Haryana has topped among all other states of the 

country in terms of installation of off-grid solar pumps under Pradhan Mantri Kisan Urja Suraksha Evam Utthan 

Mahaabhiyaan (PM-KUSUM), as per the data by the Union Ministry of New and Renewable Energy. Haryana has installed 

14,418 pumps against 15,000 sanctioned pumps for the year 2020-21. Haryana was given a target of 15,000 pumps for the 

year 2020-21 with a total cost of Rs 520 crore. 

 The centrally-sponsored PM-KUSUM scheme was launched in 2019 with the target to install 20 lakh standalone 

solar pumps. 

 Under this scheme, farmers have to bear 40 per cent of the pump’s cost, while the central and state governments 

subsidize the remaining 60 per cent for solar pumps that have a capacity of up to 10 HP. 

 However, Haryana and some other states have provided additional top-up on the subsidies, which has reduced the 

farmer’s share to less than 25 per cent. 

14. Chhattisgarh govt launches ‘Millet Mission’ to become Millet Hub of India: Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Bhupesh 

Baghel has announced the launch of ‘Millet Mission’, which aims to provide proper price rates to farmers for minor cereal 

crops. The initiative is also a step towards the Chief Minister’s vision for the state to become India’s millet hub. To 

implement the mission, the state government has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Indian 

Institute of Millet Research (IIMR), Hyderabad and the collectors of 14 districts of the state. 

Other important benefits under the Millet Mission to farmers will include input assistance for millet, procurement 

arrangements, aid farmers in the processing of crops and ensure that the farmers get the benefit of the expertise of 

experts. 

15. ‘Medicine from the Sky’ initiative launched in Telangana: Civil aviation minister Jyotiradtiya Scindia has launched a 

first of its kind “Medicine from the Sky” project in Telangana. The project has aimed at transporting vaccines and other 

essential products to remote areas using drones. The Medicine from the Sky project will be taken up on a pilot basis in 16 

green zones in Telangana and later scaled up on the national level based on data. 

 “This ‘Medicines from the Sky’ project will be taken up in 16 green zones. 
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 The data will be analysed for three months. 

 Along with the health ministry, IT ministry, state government and the Centre will together analyse the data and 

make a model for the whole country. 

16. India’s 61st Software Technology park centre opened in Nagaland: Nagaland’s first and India’s 61st Software 

Technology Park of India (STPI) centre was inaugurated at Kohima. The inauguration of the STPI centre in Kohima is a 

fulfilment of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s vision of creating a technology ecosystem in the northeast to create 

opportunities for future generations in the region. The MoS urged the need to create real change in the technology 

ecosystem. In order to create job opportunities, he said, the state government must work towards creating an 

interconnection of institutions to create awareness about various opportunities available for the youth. 

17. Charanjit Singh Channi to be next chief minister of Punjab: The Congress party has elected Charanjit Singh Channi, the 

outgoing technical education minister, as the new chief minister of Punjab after Captain Amarinder Singh resigned from 

the post. He has been elected as the leader of the Punjab Congress Legislative Party (CLP). He is an MLA from the 

Chamkaur Sahib assembly constituency. He will become Punjab’s first Dalit chief minister. 

Captain Amarinder Singh, who resigned as the chief minister of Punjab on Saturday following months of infighting 

between him and Punjab Pradesh Congress Committee (PPCC) chief Navjot Singh Sidhu. 

18. Manipur’s Sirarakhong Chilli and Tamenglong Orange gets GI tag: Two famous products of Manipur, Hathei chilli, 

which is found in Manipur’s Ukrul district and is known for its unique flavour, and Tamenglong mandarin orange have 

been granted the Geographical Indication (GI) tag. This is a historic milestone in the history of Manipur and it will increase 

the income of farmers in Manipur. 

About the Hathei chilly: The Hathei chilly works as a good anti-oxidant and possesses high calcium and Vitamin C levels. It 

has an extremely high American Spice Trade Association (ASTA) colour value of 164. The extractable colour of chilli is 

usually expressed using ASTA values. 

About the Tamenglong mandarin orange: The Tamenglong mandarin orange is bigger in size, weighing 232.76 grams on 

average. It is a unique sweet and sour flavour. It has high juice content (around 45 per cent) and is rich in ascorbic acid 

(48.12 mg/100ml). These oranges are grown over areas spanning 1,800 hectares in the hills of Tamenglong, out of which 

400 hectares are certified as organic by MOMA. 

19. ‘Katley’ declared as state fish of Sikkim: The Government of Sikkim has declared ‘Cooper Mahseer’ locally named as 

‘Katley’ as the state fish. Neolissochilus hexagonolepis is the scientific name of the Cooper Mahseer. The decision has been 

taken to highlight the importance of the Katley fish and to give emphasis to its conservation measures. The fish has high 

market value and is highly preferred by the public in the State. 

The Sikkim government has also declared the reservoirs of the State to be open for fishing activities. License shall be 

issued by the Directorate of Fisheries to the interested individual fishermen or fishermen co-operative societies or SHGs 

for fishing in the reservoirs in accordance with the existing provisions under the Sikkim Fisheries Rules, 1990. The 

reservoirs are in Chungthang in North Sikkim, Legshep in West Sikkim along with Dikchu and Rorathang in East Sikkim. 
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20. Uttar Pradesh Government to set up ‘Electronic Park’: The Yogi Adityanath led Uttar Pradesh government has cleared 

a proposal to develop an ‘Electronic Park’, along the Yamuna Expressway Industrial Development Authority (YEIDA) area, 

near Noida, to promote the electronics industry. The park is proposed to be developed in an area of 250 acres of the 

YEIDA near Jewar Airport. 

 National and international companies manufacturing mobile phones, TVs and other electronic devices and 

accessories will establish their units in the park. 

 The new Electronic Park will be built at an investment of around Rs 50,000 crore as well as generate employment 

for thousands of local youths. 

21. Assam set up a tea Park at Kamrup district’s Chayygaon: Assam is setting up a tea Park at Chayygaon in Kamrup 

District. This tea garden will have rail and port connectivity, cargo and warehouse amenities, processing facilities like tea 

grinding, blending, packaging and other utility services under one roof. Tea garden companies using garden lands for 

plantation of Segun and agar or selling off the tea estates, the Minister stated that tea garden owners cannot sell off their 

estates as the leased land still belongs to Assam Government and instead asked them to focus on innovation and branding 

of Assam Tea. 

22. World’s Highest EV Charging Station inaugurated in Himachal Pradesh: The world’s highest electric vehicle charging 

station has been inaugurated in Kaza village of Lahaul and Spiti district in Himachal Pradesh. The electric vehicle charging 

station is set up at a height of 500 ft. The aim of this initiative is to check vehicular pollution and promote electric vehicles 

for a clean and green environment in the region. India is gaining good momentum in the electric vehicle (EV) ecosystem. 

There is a good response for battery-operated small electric vehicles like e-scooter, electric three-wheelers, e-rickshaws, 

e-carts, and e-bikes in the country. Both battery electric vehicle and fuel cell vehicle technologies are complementary to 

each other and are all set to overtake fossil-run automotive by 2050 in the country. 

23. Naga Cucumber from Nagaland gets geographical identification tag: Nagaland’s “sweet cucumber” was awarded a 

geographical identification (GI) tag as an agricultural product under provisions of The Geographical Indications of Goods 

(Registration and Protection) Act, 1999. The cucumber is one of the most important crops in the Northeast region. 

Nagaland has the fifth-highest cultivation of this fruit area-wise and ranks third in production. 

About the Naga cucumber: Naga cucumber is recognised for its sweetness and unique green colour. It is rich in potassium 

and has low calories. The cucumber is not the first product from the small state to receive a vaunted GI tag. Both the 

regional variants of tree tomato (tamarillo) and the famed Naga king chilli are also GI tagged. 

About the GI tag: 

 The GI tag is an important sign used on products with a specific geographical origin and reputation and denotes 

the authenticity of not only the product but the method in which it was produced. 

 The GI tag is meant to protect the truly unique traditions of communities from being appropriated by large 

industries, and thus allow these regions economic prosperity by manufacturing, producing, and marketing their 

traditional knowledge. 
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24. GoI starts work to develop ‘Parshuram Kund’ in Arunachal Pradesh: The government of India has started work for the 

development of ‘Parshuram Kund’, a Hindu pilgrimage site on the Brahmputra plateau in the lower reaches of the Lohit 

river in Arunachal Pradesh. The project costing Rs 37.88 crore was sanctioned under the Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and 

Spiritual, Heritage Augmentation Drive (PRASHAD) Scheme of the Ministry of Tourism. 

The ‘National Mission on Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spiritual, Heritage Augmentation Drive’ (PRASHAD) is a Central 

Sector Scheme launched in 2014-15 with complete financial assistance by the Government of India. It was targeted to 

develop tourism infrastructure to harness pilgrimage and heritage tourism destinations for its direct and multiplier effect 

upon employment generation and economic development. 

4. Economy Current Affairs – September 2021 
1. PFRDA increases the entry age in National Pension System (NPS) to 70 years: The Pension Fund Regulatory and 

Development Authority (PFRDA) has increased the entry age for the National Pension System (NPS) from 65 years to 70 

years. Earlier the eligible age to invest in NPS was 18-65 years which has now been revised to 18-70 years. As per the 

revised norms, any Indian Citizen, resident or non-resident and Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) between the age of 65-70 

years can join NPS and continue or defer their NPS Account up to the age of 75 years. 

If a person joins NPS after 65 years, then the Normal Exit shall be after 3 years. Exit before 3 years will be considered 

premature exit. There is also a limit on the amount that can be exposed to equity in case the NPS is open after 65 years. 

The maximum equity exposure is 15% and 50% under Auto and Active Choice respectively. 

2. Moody’s Retains India’s GDP growth forecast to 9.6% for CY2021: Moody’s Investors Service has retained India’s 

growth forecast for the calendar year (CY) 2021 at 9.6 per cent, in its August update to ‘Global Macro Outlook 2021-22’ 

report. The GDP growth forecast for calendar year 2022 is retained at 7 percent. In India, economic activity is picking up 

alongside a gradual easing of restrictions that were implemented in response to the second wave. And there is further 

upside to growth as economies around the world progressively reopen. 

 3. Morgan Stanley retains India GDP growth estimate at 10.5% for FY22: America based Investment Bank, Morgan 

Stanley has maintained the GDP growth forecast of India at 10.5 per cent for the financial year 2021-22 (FY2022). GDP 

growth is expected to move into positive territory on a two-year CAGR basis from QE September. GDP grew 20.1 per cent 

year-on-year in the quarter ending June. On a two-year CAGR basis, real GDP contracted 4.7 per cent in QE June versus 

plus 2.3 per cent in QE March. 

4. GST collections in August at over Rs 1.12 lakh crore: GST revenue remained above Rs 1 trillion marks for the second 

straight month in August at over Rs 1.12 trillion, 30 per cent higher than the collection in the year-ago period. The mop-up 

in August is, however, lower than Rs 1.16 trillion collected in July 2021. Which Central GST is Rs 20,522 crore, State GST is 

Rs 26,605 crore, Integrated GST is Rs 56,247 crore (including Rs 26,884 crore collected on import of goods) and Cess is Rs 

8,646 crore (including Rs 646 crore collected on import of goods). 

The revenues for the month of August 2021 are 30 per cent higher than the GST revenues in the same month last year. In 

August 2020, the Goods and Services Tax (GST) collection was Rs 86,449 crore. Compared to the August 2019 revenues of 
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Rs 98,202 crore, this is a growth of 14 per cent. During August this year, the revenues from domestic transactions 

(including import of services) were 27 per cent higher than the revenues from these sources during the same month last 

year. 

List of GST Collection previous months 

 July 2021: Rs 1,16,393 crore 

 June 2021: Rs 92,849 crore 

 May 2021: Rs 1,02,709 crore 

 April 2021: ₹1.41 lakh crore(All time Highest) 

 March 2021: Rs. 1.24lacs cr. 

 Feb 2021: Rs 1,13,143 crore 

 January 2021: ₹ 1,19,847 crore 

5. India’s economic growth soars to 20.1% in first quarter on low base: India’s economy grew by 20.1% during the April-

June quarter of this financial year, as against a 24.4% contraction seen during the same period last year. The massive 

growth seen in the first quarter has made India the fastest-growing major economy across the globe. In the previous 

quarter, India’s economy had grown by 1.6%. For the full financial year 2020-21, India’s GDP contracted by 7.3%. 

6. Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman chairs 24th meeting of FSDC: Union Minister for Finance & Corporate Affairs Smt. 

Nirmala Sitharaman has chaired the 24th meeting of the Financial Stability and Development Council (FSDC). Finance 

Minister is the chairperson of FSDC. It must be noted that FSDC Sub-Committee is chaired by the Governor, RBI. 

 Financial Stability and Development Council (FSDC) is the apex level forum set up by the Government of India for 

strengthening and institutionalizing the mechanism for maintaining financial stability, enhancing inter-regulatory 

coordination and promoting financial sector development. 

 The Council also, inter alia, discussed issues relating to the management of stressed assets, strengthening 

institutional mechanism for financial stability analysis, financial inclusion, the framework for resolution of financial 

institutions and issues related to IBC processes, banks’ exposure to various sectors and Government, data sharing 

mechanisms of government authorities, internationalisation of Indian Rupee and pension sector related issues. 

7. S&P Global Ratings Projects India’s GDP for FY22 at 9.50%: S&P Global Ratings has revised India’s growth forecast and 

now expects the economy to grow 9.5 per cent in 2021-22 (FY22) and 7.0 per cent in 2022-23 (FY23). India’s external 

position is very strong and this is quite supportive of India’s sovereign rating despite the fact that we have had this 

deterioration in fiscal position concurrently. India is expected to post strong economic growth in the coming quarters, 

even as inflation, led by food prices, is likely to remain elevated. 

8. UNCTAD projects Indian economy to expand 7.2% in 2021: The United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 

(UNCTAD) has pegged India’s economic growth rate to hit a four-year high of 7.2 per cent for 2021 against a contraction of 
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7 per cent in 2020. At this rate, India would be the fastest-growing economy after China, which is projected to grow by 8.3 

per cent. Calculations are based on GDP at constant dollars in 2015. 

9. OECD lowered India’s FY22 growth projection to 9.7%: The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 

(OECD) has marginally lowered India’s growth projection for the ongoing fiscal to 9.7%, a reduction of 20 basis points 

(bps). For FY23, OECD reduced India’s growth projection by 30 basis points to 7.9%. According to OECD data, India is the 

worst hit among major economies, with its real GDP in the June quarter 15% lower than the pre-pandemic forecast and 

around 7% lower than the December quarter. 

10. ADB cuts India’s GDP forecast for FY22 to 10%: The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has revised downwards India’s 

economic growth forecast for the current fiscal, 2021-22 (FY22) to 10 per cent. Earlier this was projected at 11 per cent. 

The Manila-based multilateral funding agency ADB has predicted the GDP growth for fiscal 2022-23 (FY23) to 7.5 per cent. 

The growth forecast for India in the fiscal year 2021 (ending in March 2022) was revised down, as the spike in COVID-19 

cases during May dented the recovery, the Asian Development Bank (ADB). 

11. ICRA revise GDP growth of India to 9.00% in FY 2022: ICRA has revised up the gross domestic product (GDP) growth 

rate of India for the financial year 2021-22 (FY22) to 9 per cent. Earlier this rate was 8.5%. It can be noted that after the 7.3 

per cent contraction in 2020-21, there were expectations of a higher growth number in 2021-22. The key risk to its revised 

projection of 9 per cent GDP growth is a potential third wave and the existing vaccines being ineffective against newer 

mutations of the virus. ICRA is Gurgaon based credit rating agency, owned by Moody’s Corporation. 

12. NASSCOM: Cryptotech industry can add $184B of economic value in India:  The crypto industry in India has the 

potential to add $184 billion of economic value, in the form of investments and cost savings, by 2030, according to a 

report from the country’s premier trade body for the tech industry. The report, entitled “Crypto Industry in India,” was 

published by the National Association of Software and Services Companies (NASSCOM) in conjunction with Binance-owned 

crypto exchange WazirX. The “CryptoTech” industry – companies involved in trading, payments, remittances, retail and 

more – is expected to reach a size of $241 million in India by 2030, and $2.3 billion globally by 2026. The industry currently 

employs 50,000 people in India, a number which NASSCOM expects to grow to over 800,000 by the end of the decade. 

13. MCA extends the tenure of Company Law Committee by 1 year: The Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA) has once 

again extended the tenure of the Company Law Committee by one year until September 16, 2022. Corporate affairs 

secretary Rajesh Verma is the present chairperson of the committee. The committee was constituted in 2019 and has a 

total of 11 members. The committee was set up to suggest measures to improve the functioning of the National Company 

Law Tribunal (NCLT), make recommendations on issues pertaining to the implementation of the Companies Act and 

Limited Liability Partnership Act. The tenure of the panel was extended in 2020 also, till September 17, 2021. 

5. Banking Current Affairs – September 2021 
1. RBI enhances limit under Indo-Nepal Remittance Facility to Rs 2 lakh: The Reserve Bank of India has increased the limit 

of fund transfer under the Indo-Nepal Remittance Facility Scheme from Rs 50,000 per transaction to Rs 2 lakh per 

transaction. Earlier there was a ceiling limit of 12 transactions in a year. Now, this limit has also been removed. However, 
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for cash-based transfers under the Indo-Nepal Remittance Facility, the per transaction limit of Rs 50,000 will still be 

present with a maximum number of transfers in a year allowed at 12. 

Indo-Nepal Remittance Facility is a fund transfer mechanism from India to Nepal (not otherwise) that operates on NEFT. It 

was started by RBI in the year 2008. It is managed by SBI in India and Nepal SBI Bank Limited (NSBL) in Nepal. 

2. SBI opened a floating ATM on Dal Lake in J&K’s Srinagar: State Bank of India has opened a floating ATM on a 

Houseboat at Dal Lake in Jammu and Kashmir’s Srinagar for the convenience of locals and tourists. The floating ATM was 

inaugurated by SBI Chairman Dinesh Khare. This is not the first time that SBI has launched a floating ATM as back in 2004, 

the bank took this initiative in Kerala. The SBI installed a floating ATM at Jhankar yacht, which operates between 

Ernakulum and Vaypeyan region, owned by Kerala Shipping and Inland Navigation Corporation (KSINC). 

The SBI’s floating ATM was commissioned by Ashok K., Deputy Managing Director of Mumbai Corporate Center, launched 

by Kinney. The State Bank of India is the nation’s largest commercial bank, in terms of assets, deposits, customers, 

branches and employees. The bank has the largest network of 22,224 branches and 63,906 ATM / CDM in India with 

71,705 BC outlets. 

3. RBI imposes Rs 25 lakh fine on Axis Bank for flouting KYC norms: The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has imposed a 

monetary penalty of Rs 25 lakh on Axis Bank for violating certain provisions of know your customer (KYC) norms, on 

September 01, 2021. RBI had carried out scrutiny during February 2020 and March 2020 in a customer account maintained 

with the bank, where it was observed that the bank failed to comply with the KYC norms. As a result, the banking regulator 

issued the notice that Axis Bank did not comply with RBI – KYC Direction, 2016. 

4. Karnataka Bank launches POS device ‘WisePOSGo’: The Karnataka Bank has launched an all-in-one Point-of-Sales (POS) 

swiping machine dubbed as ‘WisePOSGo’, for its merchant customers to process business payments. The private sector 

lender has rolled out this POS device in collaboration with Mswipe Technologies Pvt Ltd. The introduction of ‘WisePOSGo’ 

is yet another step in the direction of expanding the digital payment infrastructure in the country and promote a cashless 

economy. 

 WisePOSGo is a compact, lightweight and user-friendly device, designed to keep in view the specific cost-centric 

requirements of the bank’s MSME customers. 

 Apart from processing payments, merchants can also make calls using the WisePOSGo swiping machine. 

 This device is an all-in-one swiping machine loaded with advanced features such as contactless payment, mobile 

phone, QR code, pay by link, magstripe and barcode scanner. 

 The ease of processing transactions through ‘WisePOSGo’ will help the bank’s retail and MSME customers 

augment their businesses by providing their consumers with a convenient and flexible way of shopping. 

5. RBI removes lending curbs on UCO Bank: Reserve Bank of India has taken public sector lender UCO Bank out of the 

Prompt Corrective Action (PCA) framework on improvement in financial and credit profile. This decision gives the bank 

more freedom for lending, especially to corporations and grow the network, subject to prescribed norms. The Kolkata-

based lender was placed under PCA in May 2017 on account of high Net Net-Performing Assets (NPAs) and negative 

Return on Assets (RoAs).  
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Following UCO Bank’s exit, two banks — Indian Overseas Bank and Central Bank of India — remain under PCA. The central 

bank uses the PCA framework to rein in banks that have breached certain regulatory thresholds in bad loans and capital 

adequacy. PCA entails curbs on high-risk lending, setting aside more money on provisions and restrictions on management 

salary. 

6. Govt appoints 10 merchant bankers for managing IPO of LIC: The government of India has appointed 10 merchant 

bankers for managing the Initial Public Offering of Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC). The IPO of LIC is likely to be 

launched in the January-March quarter of 2022. The role of merchant bankers in the case of IPO is of Issue management, 

Promotional activities, Credit syndication, Project counselling, and Portfolio management, etc. 

The name of these merchant bankers are: 

 Goldman Sachs (India) Securities 

 Citigroup Global Markets India 

 Nomura Financial Advisory and Securities India 

 SBI Capital Market 

 JM Financial 

 Axis Capital 

 BofA Securities 

 JP Morgan India 

 ICICI Securities 

 Kotak Mahindra Capital Co Ltd. 

7. Bank of Baroda’s launches digital platform ‘bob World’: Bank of Baroda has announced the launch of its digital banking 

platform named ‘bob World’. The aim of the platform is to provide all banking services under one roof. The pilot test of 

the platform began on August 23, 2021. Over 220 services will be converged into one single app, covering nearly 95 per 

cent of all retail banking services, which can be accessed by customers domestically and globally. 

bob World’ will offer a wide gamut of banking products and services, to be rolled out in phases, under four key pillars — 

Save, Invest, Borrow and Shop. It has also integrated e-commerce to provide a wholesome and rewarding experience of 

banking and beyond, under one roof to the customers. 

8. DBS Bank tie-up with SWIFT to launch real-time cross-border payment tracking: DBS Bank has launched real-time 

online tracking for cross-border payments for its corporate clients, in partnership with SWIFT Global Payments Innovation 

(GPI). The service can be availed using the bank’s corporate online banking platform ‘DBS IDEAL’. DBS is the first bank in 

India and Asia-Pacific to offer this service to corporate clients, at no additional cost. 
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 The new inbound tracking service by DBS Bank will allow corporates customers to see when a payment is on its 

way and when it is arriving at the beneficiary, which in turn will reduce operational costs and inefficiencies. 

 The initiative is expected to benefit around 4,000 corporate and small business clients in India, Singapore, Hong 

Kong, China, Taiwan, Indonesia and Vietnam. 

9. Paytm Payments Bank launches FASTag-based metro parking facility: Paytm Payments Bank Ltd (PPBL) has launched 

India’s first FASTag-based metro parking facility, at the Kashmere Gate metro station in partnership with Delhi Metro Rail 

Corporation (DMRC). Paytm Payments Bank will be the acquiring bank to facilitate the processing of all FASTag-based 

transactions for cars having a valid FASTag sticker, thus eliminating the hassle of stopping and paying cash at the counter. 

 The parking facility is the first to accept payment via the UPI (unified payments interface) mode, which has been 

launched for two-wheeler vehicles, entering the parking site. 

 PPBL will digitise parking facilities across the country with Kashmere Gate metro station being the first one to be 

powered by the bank’s digital payment solution. 

10. RBI announces Opening of Third Cohort under the Regulatory Sandbox: The Reserve Bank of India has announced the 

theme for the Third Cohort under the Regulatory Sandbox (RS) as ‘MSME Lending’. The application for the Third Cohort 

will be kept open from October 01, 2021 to November 14, 2021. Regulatory Sandbox (RS) refers to live testing of new 

products or services in a controlled/test regulatory environment for which regulators may (or may not) permit certain 

regulatory relaxations for the limited purpose of the testing. 

 First Cohort: First Cohort under the Regulatory Sandbox was launched by RBI in December 2020, with the theme 

as ‘Retail Payments’. Six entities have completed the testing phase of the cohort. 

 Second Cohort: Second Cohort under the Regulatory Sandbox was announced by RBI in December 2020 with the 

theme as ‘Cross Border Payments’. Eight entities have been selected for the ‘Test Phase’. 

11. Yes bank tie-up with VISA to offer credit cards: Yes Bank has partnered with Visa to offer credit cards to its customers, 

following the regulatory ban on Mastercard by RBI. The Visa co-branded cards come with nine credit card variants 

covering all segments, consumer cards, business cards, and corporate cards across YES First, YES Premia and YES 

Prosperity. YES Bank earlier had an exclusive tie-up with Mastercard. However, its credit card issuances had been 

impacted after the Reserve Bank of India barred Mastercard from onboarding new customers on its domestic card 

network. 

Yes Bank has achieved the transition to Visa as a payment network within a record time of fewer than 60 days, post the 

bank imposed on Mastercard from July 22, 2021. The private sector lender is also in the process of completing technology 

integration with NPCI and plans to issue Rupay branded credit cards in due course. 

12. Federal Bank partners OneCard for mobile-first credit card: Federal Bank has announced a tie-up with OneCard for a 

mobile-first credit card that targets the country’s young, tech-savvy population. The launch comes ahead of the festive 

season as Federal Bank aims to cash in on consumer credit demand, which is expected to peak around the festive season 

on the back of economic revival. 
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 The credit card will be issued through the OneCard app in under three minutes, as per the company, and can be 

activated and used instantly in virtual format until the physical card gets delivered. 

 Users can control their cards through the app—from tracking spends and rewards to setting transaction limit on 

the card and more. 

 Federal Bank’s target user base for this offering is young working professionals aged between 23 and 35 years, as 

per the bank. 

13. Government sets up India Debt Resolution Company Ltd (IDRCL): The government has set up an asset management 

company (AMC) named India Debt Resolution Company Ltd (IDRCL) with a paid-up capital of Rs. 80.5 lakh on an authorized 

capital of Rs 50 crore. IDRCL will work in tandem with the National Asset Reconstruction Company Ltd (NARCL) to clean up 

bad loans. Bank of Baroda (BoB), Punjab National Bank (PNB), Bank of India (BoI), Bank of Maharashtra, SBI, Union Bank of 

India, Canara Bank, Indian Bank and IDBI Bank are the shareholders of IDRCL. 

IDRCL is a service company/operational entity which will manage the asset and engage market professionals and 

turnaround experts. Public Sector Banks (PSBs) and Public FIs will hold a maximum of 49% stake while the remaining stake 

will be with private sector lenders. It must be noted that last week, the government had cleared a guarantee of Rs. 30,600 

crore for security receipts issued by NARCL. 

14. RBI allows lenders to sell fraud loans to ARC: The Reserve Bank of India has allowed lenders/banks to transfer of loans 

that have been classified as fraud by these lenders to Asset Reconstruction Companies (ARCs). Stressed loans including 

fraud loans that are in default for more than 60 days or classified as NPA are permitted to be transferred to ARCs. This 

comes in the wake of banks reporting frauds aggregating Rs 3.95-lakh crore between FY19 and FY21. 

 Under the new guidelines, loans can be transferred only after a minimum holding period (MHP) of three months in 

case of loans with tenor up to 2 years, and six months for those with the tenor of more than 2 years. 

 In case of loans where the security does not exist or cannot be registered, the MHP shall be calculated from the 

date of the first repayment of the loan. 

Here are figures for loans declared as fraud by banks for various financial years: 

 For 2020-21 (FY21): loans worth Rs 1.37 trillion were declared as fraud 

 For 2019-20 (FY20): loans worth Rs 1.81 trillion were declared as fraud 

 For 2018-19 (FY19): loans worth Rs 64,539 crore were declared as fraud 

15. RBI fixes minimum ticket size to issue securitisation notes: The Reserve Bank of India has issued guidelines regarding 

the Securitisation of Standard Assets. As per the guidelines, the minimum ticket size for the issuance of securitization 

notes will be Rs. 1 crore. Securitisation involves transactions where credit risk in assets are redistributed by repackaging 

them into tradeable securities with different risk profiles which may give investors of various classes access to exposures 

which they otherwise might be unable to access directly. It means securities issued by the special purpose entity as a part 

of a securitization. 
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 For underlying loans with an original maturity of 24 months or less, the MRR shall be 5% of the book value of the 

loans being securitised. 

 For underlying loans with an original maturity of more than 24 months as well as loans with bullet repayments, 

the MRR shall be 10% of the book value of the loans being securitised. 

 In the case of residential mortgage-backed securities, the MRR for the originator shall be 5% of the book value of 

the loans being securitised, irrespective of the original maturity. 

16. RBI sets WMA Limit for Central Government for at Rs. 50,000 crore: The Reserve bank of India has set the limit for 

Ways and Means Advances (WMA) for the second half of the financial year 2021-22 i.e October 2021 to March 2022 at Rs. 

50,000 crore. The Reserve Bank may trigger fresh floatation of market loans when the Government of India utilises 75 per 

cent of the WMA limit. The Reserve Bank retains the flexibility to revise the limit at any time, in consultation with the 

Government of India, taking into consideration the prevailing circumstances. 

The interest rate on WMA/overdraft will be: 

 For WMA: Repo Rate 

 For Overdraft: Two per cent above the Repo Rate 

17. RBI imposes 2 cr penalty on RBL Bank for deficiencies in regulatory compliance: The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has 

imposed a penalty of Rs 2 crore on RBL Bank for non-compliance with provisions of the Banking Regulation Act, 1949. RBI 

said the penalty has been imposed in exercise of powers vested in it under the provisions of section 47 A (1) (c) read with 

section 46 (4) (i) of the Act. An examination carried out by the RBI showed that the private lender was non-compliant in 

opening five savings deposit accounts for a cooperative bank. 

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) also fined the Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) State Co-operative Bank, Srinagar with an Rs 11 

lakh penalty for inadequacy in regulatory adherence. According to the report, contravention of section 23 read with 

section 56 of the Banking Regulation Act, 1949 as the J&K State Co-operative Bank had opened branches without getting a 

prior nod from RBI. 

18. RBI removes Indian Overseas Bank from Prompt Corrective Action framework: Reserve Bank of India has announced 

the removal of Prompt Corrective Action (PCA) restrictions on Indian Overseas Bank (IOB). This decision gives the bank 

more freedom for lending, especially to corporations and grow the network, subject to prescribed norms. IOB was placed 

under PCA in 2015. The bank has provided a written commitment that it would comply with the norms of Minimum 

Regulatory Capital, Net NPA and Leverage ratio on an ongoing basis and has apprised the RBI of the structural and 

systemic improvements that it has put in place which would help the bank in continuing to meet these commitments. IOB 

is being tipped as a privatisation candidate. In 2021, RBI has also removed PCA restrictions on IDBI Bank and UCO Bank. 

6. Latest Appointments Current Affairs – September 2021 

1. Ladakh based Dorje Angchuk to be inducted as Honorary Member of the IAU: Dorje Angchuk, an Engineer in charge at 

the Indian Astronomical Observatory of the Indian Institute of Astrophysics (IIA) at Hanle in the Ladakh region, has been 
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admitted as an Honorary Member of the International Astronomical Union (IAU). Angchuk is the first and only Indian to 

bag the position in the prestigious body. Angchuk has been selected for ‘his passionate promotion of astronomy in the 

Ladakh region, through his excellent astrophotography’. He will be joining ten other Honorary Members from around the 

world, selected by IAU to join a select list of 20 international experts. 

The Honorary Members recognition by the IAU gives official recognition to individuals who have significantly contributed 

to the progress of astronomical research and culture in their country, but who do not qualify as Individual Members. This 

membership category was introduced in August 2018 and already has 9 members. 

2. TN Governor Banwarilal Purohit gets additional charge of Punjab, Chandigarh: Tamil Nadu Governor Banwarilal 

Purohit has been given the additional charge of Punjab and the Union Territory of Chandigarh. Earlier, V P Singh Badnore 

was the Governor of Punjab and the Administrator of Chandigarh. The President has also appointed Purohit as the 

Administrator of Chandigarh, in addition to his duties as the Governor of Punjab. Traditionally, Punjab Governor has 

functioned as the Administrator of Chandigarh. 

3. Adidas roped Mirabai Chanu for its ‘Stay in Play’ campaign: Adidas has roped in Tokyo Olympic Silver-medalist Mirabai 

Chanu as the face of its ‘‘Stay in Play” campaign for its latest product innovation designed to keep more menstruating 

women in sports. The new TechFit Period Proof tights, featuring an absorbent layer to help protect against leaks when 

worn with a tampon or pad. Such innovations showcase Adidas’ commitment to encourage and support women in sport. 

Adidas found that teenage girls are dropping out of sport at an alarming rate, with one of the key reasons being fear of 

period leakage. 

4. IRS officer JB Mohapatra appointed as CBDT chairman: RS officer JB Mohapatra was appointed as the chairman of the 

Central Board of Direct Taxes. His appointment was approved today by the Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC). 

He has already served as the acting chairman of the CBDT. A 1985-batch IRS officer, Mohapatra was given the additional 

charge as CBDT chairman after the tenure of incumbent PC Mody ended this year in May. Earlier, Mohapatra had served 

as the principal chief commissioner of Income Tax for the Andhra Pradesh and Telangana region. 

5. Pankaj Kumar Singh takes over as new DG of BSF: Pankaj Kumar Singh, a 1988-batch IPS officer from the Rajasthan 

cadre, has taken charge as the new Director General (DG) of the Border Security Force (BSF). Prior to this, he was serving 

as the special DG at the BSF headquarters in Delhi. The 58-year-old Pankaj Singh replaces IPS officer and Indo-Tibetan 

Border Police Director General (DG) SS Deswal who was holding the additional charge of BSF DG since July 2021. Apart 

from this, Sanjay Arora, a 1988-batch IPS officers from Tamil Nadu cadre, has taken over as the new DG of the Indo-

Tibetan Border Police (ITBP). 

6. PPK Ramacharyulu appointed Rajya Sabha secretary general: Rajya Sabha Chairman, M Venkaiah Naidu has appointed 

Dr PPK Ramacharyulu, who is the secretary in the Rajya Sabha Secretariat since 2018, as the secretary general. He 

succeeds Desh Dipak Verma, who demitted office as secretary-general after serving the top post for four years. 

Ramacharyulu is the first insider to have risen from the ranks of the secretariat to the top post in the about 70 years of the 

Rajya Sabha. 
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Ramacharyulu joined the Rajya Sabha Secretariat in 1983 after serving in the Lok Sabha Secretariat for a year. 

Ramacharyulu had served as special secretary, Andhra Pradesh Legislature. Ramacharyulu has about 40 years of 

experience of handling various aspects of the functioning of Parliament. 

7. Centre appoints Atul Bhatt as CMD of RINL: Atul Bhatt has been appointed as chairman and managing director (CMD) 

of disinvestment-owned steel company Rashtriya Ispat Nigam Ltd (RINL). He was the CMD of state-owned consultancy firm 

MECON, which offers a full range of services required to set up a project from concept to commissioning including turnkey 

execution. PK Rath retired as CMD RINL on May 31, after serving the company for 38 years. 

RINL is a special steel-making player based in Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh. The company, without any captive iron ore 

mines, owns and operates a 7.3-million tonne (MT) steel plant in the state. The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs 

(CCEA) had given in-principle approval for 100 per cent disinvestment of government stake in RINL, along with the 

company’s stake in subsidiaries/ joint ventures through strategic disinvestment by way of privatisation. 

9. Vartika Shukla becomes first woman CMD of Engineers India Ltd: Vartika Shukla took charge as the first woman 

Chairperson and Managing Director of public sector enterprise Engineers India Ltd. She spearheaded the company’s 

innovative energy programmes, including biofuels, coal gasification, waste to fuel and hydrogen energy, among others. A 

graduate in Chemical Engineering from the Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur, Shukla joined EIL in 1988 and has 

extensive consulting experience comprising design, engineering, and implementation of complexes in refining, gas 

processing, petrochemicals and fertilisers. 

10. Cyrus Poncha becomes new Vice-President of Asian Squash Federation: Squash Rackets Federation of India (SRFI) 

Secretary-General, Cyrus Poncha has been unanimously elected as Vice-President of the Asian Squash Federation (ASF), 

during the 41st annual general meeting of ASF. The Dronacharya Awardee has been elected for a period of the four-year 

term. David Mui of Hong Kong was elected unopposed as the President of ASF for a second term. Apart from Cyrus 

Poncha, Mr Fayez Abdullah S.Al-Mutairi of Kuwait and Tae-sook Hee of Korea have been also elected as the Vice-

Presidents of ASF. 

11. Equitas Bank appoints Rani Rampal & Smriti Mandhana as brand ambassadors: Equitas Small Finance Bank (ESFB) has 

roped in Indian women hockey player, Rani Rampal and cricketer Smriti Mandhana as the brand ambassadors of the 

company. The announcement was made during the 5th anniversary of the ESFB on September 5, 2021. Rampal holds the 

record for being the youngest player to play in the national hockey team while Mandhana was recognised as the Best 

Women’s International Cricketer by the Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI). 

12. S.L. Tripathy appointed as CMD of United India Insurance: The central government has selected S.L.Tripathy as the 

Chairman-cum-Managing Director of United India Insurance Company Limited. He is currently General Manager and 

Director at The New India Assurance Company Limited. He is appointed as CMD of United India from the date of 

assumption of charge of the office and up to the date of attaining the age of superannuation. 

13. Harsha Bhupendra Bangari becomes new MD of EXIM Bank: The government has appointed Harsha Bhupendra 

Bangari as the new Managing Director (MD) of the Export-Import Bank of India (EXIM Bank). Before this Bangari was 

posted as deputy managing director at EXIM Bank. She has been appointed for a period of three years or until further 
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orders of the government. He will replace the incumbent MD David Rasquinha, who was appointed for five years on July 

20, 2014. 

14. Satish Parekh appointed as International Road Federation India president: Ashoka Buildcon Managing Director and 

promoter Satish Parekh has taken over as the president of the India Chapter of the International Road Federation (IRF). 

The governing council of the International Road Federation unanimously endorsed Satish Parakh as President, IRF-IC. He 

takes over from Subhmay Gangopadhyay, former director of Central Road Research Institute. The Geneva-based global 

road safety body IRF is working for better and safer roads worldwide. 

15. Tata AIA Life names Neeraj Chopra as brand ambassador: Tata AIA Life Insurance has announced the signing of a 

multi-year brand partnership with Indian athlete and Olympic gold medallist Neeraj Chopra, as its brand ambassador. This 

association also marks the very first brand partnership to be signed with the champion javelin thrower, post his historic 

win at the recent Tokyo Olympics. Neeraj Chopra closely embodies Tata AIA’s vision of enabling dreams and inspiring 

healthier and happier lives and its core value of passion for excellence. He has consistently set high benchmarks and 

pioneered change through dedication to his sport. Over the next few years, Neeraj will support Tata AIA’s efforts in 

offering solutions to its consumers across the country. 

16. Centre appoints G.S Pannu as Officiating ITAT President: The Central Government has appointed G.S. Pannu as 

President of the Income Tax Appellate Tribunal. G. S. Pannu is presently a Vice-President, ITAT, New Delhi and will be 

Officiating President of ITAT with effect from September 6, 2021, till the appointment of regular President. Mr. Pannu was 

born on 01 Aug 1962 at Hoshiarpur (Punjab), he is a C.A and joined Government Service 14 September 2000. Presently 

posted as Vice-President at ITAT, New Delhi. Before joining ITAT, practised as a Chartered Accountant at New Delhi from 

1986-2000. 

17. RBI approves re-appointment of V. Vaidyanathan as MD & CEO of IDFC FIRST Bank: The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 

has granted its approval for the re-appointment of V. Vaidyanathan as the Managing Director & Chief Executive Officer 

(‘MD & CEO’) of the IDFC First Bank. Vaidyanathan has been appointed for a further period of three years, which will be 

effective from December 19, 2021. He first took charge as the MD & CEO of IDFC FIRST Bank in December 2018, after the 

merger of IDFC Bank and Capital First. 

18. Nirlep Singh Rai is new CMD of National Fertilizers Ltd: State-owned fertiliser firm National Fertilizers Ltd (NFL) has 

Nirlep Singh Rai has been appointed as Chairman and Managing Director of the company. In a regulatory filing, NFL 

informed that Nirlep Singh Rai, Director (Technical), has been appointed as Chairman & Managing Director, on the Board 

of the company with effect from the date of his assumption of charge. 

Rai, who was born in August 1962, is a B.E (Instrumentation & Control) from Thapar University. Prior to his appointment as 

Chairman & Managing Director, he was holding the position of Director (Technical) in NFL. Rai had also held the position of 

Chief Executive Officer at Ramagundam Fertilizers and Chemicals Ltd and he had also headed the Nangal Unit of NFL as 

Chief General Manager. 

19. CAG GC Murmu gets elected as ASOSAI chairman: The Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of India, GC Murmu 

was elected as the chairman of the assembly of the Asian Organization of Supreme Audit Institutions (ASOSAI) for a period 

of three years from 2024 to 2027. Murmu was elected by the 56th governing board of ASOSAI and approval for the same 
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was conveyed by the 15th assembly of ASOSAI. India will host the 16th assembly of ASOSAI in 2024. The CAG, as the 

chairman, will be the chief executive of ASOSAI and represent ASOSAI in its dealings with national and international 

organisations. After the election, the CAG assured the members that during SAI India’s three-year term as chair of the 

ASOSAI, they will focus on the areas of environmental audit and leveraging emerging technologies for audit. 

 The ASOSAI is one of the regional groups of the International Organisation of Supreme Audit Institutions 

(INTOSAI) which aims to promote understanding and cooperation among member institutions through the 

exchange of ideas and experiences in the field of public audit. 

 Established in 1979 with 11 members, the membership of the ASOSAI consists of charter members, members and 

associate members. The membership has since grown to 47 SAIs. The assembly consists of all members of the 

organisation and meets once in three years. 

20. Iqbal Singh Lalpura named chairman of National Commission for Minorities: Former IPS officer Iqbal Singh Lalpura 

has been appointed chairman of the National Commission for Minorities. He hails from Punjab and has authored several 

books on Sikh philosophy. He has also won several awards such as the president’s police medal, police medal for 

meritorious services, Shiromani Sikh Sahitkar Award and Sikh scholar award. Lalpura, during his tenure as IPS officer, 

served as SSP Amritsar, SSP Tarantaran, and Additional inspector general CID Amritsar. He joined BJP in 2012 after 

retirement. Lalpura has written nearly 14 books on Sikh philosophy and history, such as ‘Japji Sahib ek vichaar’, Gurbaani 

ek vichaar’, and ‘Raj Karega Khalsa’. 

21. Yahoo Appoints Jim Lanzone as its new CEO: The web service provider, Yahoo has named Jim Lanzone as its new chief 

executive officer (CEO). He was currently serving as the CEO of the Dating app Tinder. Jim Lanzone will replace Guru 

Gowrappan, to the post of Yahoo CEO. As for Tinder, Renate Nyborg has been appointed as the new CEO of the dating app 

to replace Lanzone. Prior to his stint as CEO of the dating app Tinder, Lanzone had led the digital operations of CBS 

Corporation as Chief Digital Officer and Chief Executive Officer of CBS Interactive. He had joined CBS after its acquisition of 

Clicker Media in 2011, where he was co-founder and CEO. He served in multiple executive roles at search engine Ask.com, 

including as CEO after the company’s acquisition by IAC/InterActiveCorp from 2001 to 2008. Lanzone is also a member of 

the board of directors of GoPro. 

22. Vijay Goel named as Vice Chairman of Gandhi Smriti and Darshan Samiti: Former Union Minister, Vijay Goel has been 

appointed as the Vice-Chairman of Gandhi Smriti and Darshan Samiti (GSDS). It is the site of the Martyrdom of Mahatma 

Gandhi, the Father of the Nation. Gandhi Smriti and Darshan Samiti (GSDS) was formed in September 1984 as an 

autonomous body. It is functioning under constructive advice and financial support from the Ministry of Culture. It is 

located in New Delhi. The Prime Minister of India is the Chairperson of Gandhi Smriti and Darshan Samiti (GSDS). The 

objective of the Samiti is to propagate the life, mission and thought of Mahatma Gandhi through various socio-educational 

and cultural programmes. 

23. Pawan Goenka appointed chairperson of In-SPACe: Former managing director of Mahindra & Mahindra Pawan Kumar 

Goenka has been appointed as the chairperson of the Indian National Space Promotion Authorization Centre (In-SPACe). 

During his R&D tenure in M&M, he led the development of the Scorpio SUV. IN-SPACe functions as an independent nodal 

agency under the Department of Space, Government of India. Goenka, an IIT alumnus, had been associated with two 
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major automobile companies – General Motors and Mahindra & Mahindra – in his professional career that spanned over 

four decades. He retired as the MD of the company on April 1, 2021, after spending 27 years with the Mahindra Group. 

24. Adobe appoints Prativa Mohapatra as India MD and VP: US tech giant Adobe has announced the appointment of 

Prativa Mohapatra as vice president and managing director for Adobe India. In this role, Mohapatra will lead Adobe’s India 

business across Adobe Experience Cloud, Adobe Creative Cloud and Adobe Document Cloud, reporting to Simon Tate, 

Adobe’s president for the Asia Pacific (APAC). Mohapatra’s career spans over 25 years in the technology industry. She joins 

Adobe from tech firm IBM, where she served as vice president of digital sales for APAC. Prior to that, she led sales for IBM 

India and South Asia where she was responsible for driving revenue for the company’s portfolio of solutions and services. 

25. Justice Venugopal appointed as acting Chairperson of NCLAT: Justice M. Venugopal has been named as the new 

Acting Chairperson of the appellate tribunal, National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT). This is the third time in a 

row that an Acting Chairperson is at the helm of the NCLAT, after the retirement of permanent Chairperson Justice S J . 

Mukhopadhaya on March 14, 2020. Justice Bansi Lal Bhat was the first Acting Chairperson from March 15, 2020, followed 

by Justice A I S Cheema from April 19, 2021, and subsequently Justice M. Venugopal from September 11, 2021. 

Who is Justice M. Venugopal? 

He is a former judge of the High Court of Madras. He had joined as a Sub-Judge in Tamil Nadu State Judicial Service on 

June 5, 1997, and later was elevated to Madras High Court in November 2007, where he had served for eleven-and-a-half 

years. 

About the NCLAT: 

 The NCLAT was constituted under Section 410 of the Companies Act, 2013 for hearing appeals against the orders 

of the National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT). 

 It is also an appellate tribunal for hearing appeals against the orders passed by NCLT under the Insolvency and 

Bankruptcy Code (IBC), and by the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI). 

 It is also the appellate tribunal to hear and dispose of appeals against any direction issued or decision made or 

order passed by the Competition Commission of India (CCI). 

26. Raja Randhir Singh appointed acting president of Olympic Council of Asia: India’s Raja Randhir Singh has taken over 

as acting president of the Olympic Council of Asia as Sheikh Ahmad Al-Fahad Al-Sabah appeals a guilty verdict in a Swiss 

forgery trial. A five-time Olympic shooter and an Asian Games gold medallist in 1978, Singh was promoted to the role from 

his position as an honorary life vice president. During the interim period, Raja Randhir Singh will carry out the duties and 

responsibilities of the OCA President, starting with the OCA Executive Board Meeting scheduled to be held on 13th 

September 2021.” Singh had been part of OCA as secretary-general for 24 years since 1991 and is the longest-serving 

executive board member. He is also an honorary member of the International Olympic Committee. 

27. Former SC judge Indu Malhotra appointed DDCA Ombudsman: Former Supreme Court judge, Justice (Retired) Indu 

Malhotra will be the new Ombudsman cum Ethics Officer of Delhi and Districts Cricket Association (DDCA) for a period of 

one year was made. The DDCA’s general body, headed by its president Rohan Jaitley, decided on 65-year-old Justice (Retd) 

Malhotra’s appointment. 
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In 2007, Malhotra was designated senior advocate by the Supreme Court and she became only the second woman to be 

designated by the apex court after a gap of three decades. She has been appointed amicus curiae by different benches of 

the Supreme Court in some matters. After serving as legal counsel in the Supreme Court for 30 years, she was 

unanimously recommended for appointment as a judge of the Supreme Court. 

28. SBI’s Amit Saxena joins RBI Innovation Hub as CTO: Global Deputy CTO of State Bank of India, Amit Saxena has joined 

RBI Innovation Hub as the Chief Technology Officer (CTO). The Reserve Bank announced that it would set up Reserve Bank 

Innovation Hub (RBIH) to promote innovation across the financial sector by leveraging on technology and creating an 

environment that would facilitate and foster innovation. 

 The RBIH shall create an ecosystem that would focus on promoting access to financial services and products. This 

will also promote financial inclusion. 

 The Hub will collaborate with financial sector institutions, the technology industry, and academic institutions and 

coordinate efforts for the exchange of ideas and development of prototypes related to financial innovations. 

 It would develop internal infrastructure to promote fintech research and facilitate engagement with innovators 

and start-ups. 

29. Alka Nangia Arora appoints as CMD of NSIC: Alka Nangia Arora has been appointed as the Chairman cum Managing 

Director (CMD) of the National Small Industries Corporation Ltd. (NSIC). She has taken the additional charge of the post on 

September 14, 2021. She is a Joint Secretary in the Ministry of Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises. The National Small 

Industries Corporation Limited (NSIC) is a Mini Ratna company established in 1955. It falls under the Ministry of Micro, 

Small & Medium Enterprises of India and serves as a nodal agency for several schemes of the Ministry of MSME. 

30. Fino Payments Bank appoints Pankaj Tripathi as brand ambassador: Fino Payments Bank (FPBL) has appointed Indian 

actor Pankaj Tripathi as its first brand ambassador, for a period of two-year. Pankaj Tripathi will be the face of Fino 

Payments Bank’s marketing campaigns across various platforms, to promote its products and services. To begin with, the 

actor will be the face of Fino bank’s first campaign titled ‘Fikar Not’. He will work with the brand in promoting its products 

and services representing through Fino’s ever-present and friendly neighbourhood local banker – Hamesha available! 

31. Air Marshal VR Chaudhari appointed as new IAF Chief: Vice Chief of the Indian Air Force Air Marshal, Vivek Ram 

Chaudhari has been appointed the next Chief of Air Staff. The current Chief of Air Staff Air Chief Marshal RKS Bhadauria is 

set to retire on September 30. Chaudhari had taken over as the vice chief on July 1 this year, after Air Marshal HS Arora 

retired. He is a recipient of the Param Vishisht Seva Medal, Ati Vishisht Seva Medal and the Vayu Sena Medals. 

 He was commissioned in the fighter stream of the IAF in December 1982, he has a flying experience of more than 

3,800 hours on a wide variety of fighter and trainer aircraft, including missions flown during Operation 

Meghdoot, the Air Force’s support to capture the Siachen glacier in the 1980s, and Operation Safed Sagar (the 

support provided by the IAF during the Kargil conflict in 1999). 

 An alumnus of the National Defence Academy and Defence Services Staff College, Wellington, Chaudhari has 

commanded a frontline fighter squadron and a fighter base during his career. 
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 He has also held various other positions including the Deputy Commandant, Air Force Academy; Assistant Chief of 

Air Staff Operations (Air Defence) and Assistant Chief of Air Staff (Personnel Officers). 

32. Facebook India appointed Rajiv Aggarwal as Head of Public Policy: Facebook India has appointed former IAS officer 

Rajiv Aggarwal as the Director of Public Policy. He succeeds Ankhi Das, who quit the company in October last year. She was 

embroiled in a controversy for opposing the enforcement of hate-speech rules against right-wing leaders in the country. In 

his new role, Aggarwal will define and lead important policy development initiatives for Facebook in India on an agenda 

that covers user safety, data protection and privacy, inclusion and internet governance. 

 Aggarwal has over 26 years of experience as an Indian Administrative Officer (IAS) and worked as a District 

Magistrate in nine districts across Uttar Pradesh. 

 During his tenure as an administrative officer, he steered India’s first-ever national policy on Intellectual Property 

Rights (IPRs) as Joint Secretary in the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade and was 

instrumental in the digital transformation of India’s IP offices. 

 Aggarwal’s last assignment was with Uber, where he was the Head of Public Policy for India and South Asia. 

33. UN chief appoints Kailash Satyarthi as SDG Advocate: Nobel Peace Laureate Kailash Satyarthi has been appointed by 

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres as a Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) Advocate in the 76th UN General 

Assembly. Guterres appointed Satyarthi, STEM activist Valentina Munoz Rabanal, Microsoft President Brad Smith and K-

pop superstars BLACKPINK as new SDG Advocates. With this, the UN now has total of 16 SDG Advocates. 

 The SDG Advocates use their considerable spheres of influence to reach new constituencies to act now and keep 

the promise of the Sustainable Development Goals for people and for the planet. 

 The UN said climate action, bridging the digital divide, gender equality and the promotion of the rights of children 

are key issues to be championed by the new SDG Advocates. 

 The SDG Advocates are prominent leaders in the world who work to mobilise action to deliver the 17 SDGs by 

2030, using their considerable spheres of influence. 

34. Air India chief Rajiv Bansal appointed Civil Aviation Secretary: Rajiv Bansal appointed as Secretary in the Ministry of 

Civil Aviation. Bansal is currently Chairman & Managing Director (CMD) of Air India. He is a 1988-batch IAS Nagaland cadre, 

Bansal was serving as additional secretary in the Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas before Air India. He will replace the 

current Aviation Secretary Pradeep Singh Kharola, who retires on 30 September. Last year in February, Bansal was 

appointed as the chairman and managing director of Air India for a second time. His appointment came just days after the 

government announced 100% stake sale of the debt-ridden Air India. 

35. Govt accepts RN Ravi’s resignation as interlocutor for Naga peace talks: The government of India accepts RN Ravi’s 

resignation as interlocutor for Naga peace talks. Ravi has negotiated for several years with key insurgent groups for the 

signing of the Naga Peace Accord. Recently, R N Ravi has been appointed as governor of Tamil Nadu. Akshay Mishra is 

likely to be appointed as the new peace talks interlocutor. He is serving in the Intelligence Bureau. 
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 In recent years, the Naga peace process has derailed due to the deteriorating relationship between the National 

Socialist Council of Nagaland-(Isak Muivah) with the Centre, and Ravi. 

 The Nagaland Peace Accord framework was signed on 3 August 2015 by the Government of India, and the 

National Socialist Council of Nagaland (NSCN). 

 Greater Nagaland covering the area of its neighbouring states and Myanmar is the main demand of the National 

Socialist Council of Nagaland (NSCN). 

36. Gordon Brown appointed WHO Ambassador for Global Health Financing: The WHO announced the appointment of 

The Rt Hon Gordon Brown, former Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, as WHO Ambassador for Global Health 

Financing. He is widely credited with preventing a second Great Depression through his stewardship of the 2009 London 

G20 summit. He mobilized world leaders to commit an additional $1.1 trillion to restore credit, growth and jobs. Mr Brown 

has tirelessly called on wealthy nations as well as the private sector to ensure the equitable distribution of COVID-19 

vaccines, advocating for a concerted global effort — rooted in science and sound economics – to save lives, end the 

pandemic and restore livelihoods the world over. 

37. Debabrata Mukherjee elected chief of Audit Bureau of Circulations: The chief marketing officer of United Breweries, 

Debabrata Mukherjee, was unanimously elected chairman of the Audit Bureau of Circulations (ABC) for 2021-2022. 

Mukherjee, who has over 27 years of experience, was responsible for managing brands such as Kingfisher, Heineken and 

Amstel. A publisher member on the council, Pratap G. Pawar of Sakal Papers, was unanimously elected deputy chairman 

for the year. ABC is a non-profit circulation-auditing organisation. It certifies and audits the circulations of major 

publications, including newspapers and magazines in India. 

38. Mastercard ropes Chess Champion Magnus Carlsen as its Global Ambassador: The financial services company, 

Mastercard Inc. has named Magnus Carlsen, the highest-rated chess player of all time, as its global brand ambassador. 

This step is part of a move by Mastercard for adding chess in its coveted list of sports sponsorship. It has joined the 

Meltwater Champions Chess Tour as an official partner, in its first sponsorship move into chess. The Norwegian chess 

Grandmaster Magnus Carlsen joins the like of other competitive players lineup of ambassadors like Lionel Messi, Naomi 

Osaka, Crystal Dunn and Dan Carter. 

39. Aveek Sarkar re-elected as Press Trust of India Chairman: Aveek Sarkar, the Editor Emeritus and Vice Chairman of the 

Ananda Bazar Group of Publications, was re-elected Chairman of Press Trust of India (PTI), the country’s largest premier 

news agency. Sarkar is a man of varied interests and counts books, food, wine and art among his principal loves. He was 

captain of the Royal Calcutta Golf Club (RCGC) for 10 years. Sarkar’s re-election for a two-year term was ratified by PTI’s 

Board of Directors at their meeting. K N Shanth Kumar, Director of The Printers (Mysore) Pvt. Ltd. which brings out Deccan 

Herald and Kannada language daily Prajavani, was elected as the Vice-Chairman. 

40. CavinKare CMD CK Ranganathan named as new AIMA president: Chairman & managing director CavinKare Pvt Ltd, CK 

Ranganathan has been appointed president of All India Management Association (AIMA) for a period of one year till the 

National Management Convention is held in September 2022. He takes over from Harsh Pati Singhania, vice chairman & 

managing director, JK Paper Ltd. Under his leadership, technology will drive AIMA”s services and the new initiatives would 

include face recognition tools for admission and recruitment testing services and remotely proctored semester 
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examination for education institutes. AIMA is the national apex body of the management profession in India. It works 

closely with industry, government, academia and students to further the cause of the management profession in India. 

7. Awards And Honours Current Affairs – September 2021 

1. Neurosurgeon Basant Misra receives prestigious AANS Award: Odisha-born neurosurgeon Dr Basant Kumar Misra has 

been conferred the prestigious American Association of Neurological Surgeons’ ‘International Lifetime Achievement 

Award in Neurosurgery’. Misra is the first Indian physician to receive the AANS honor which was conferred on him at a 

virtual ceremony during the AANS Annual Scientific Meeting 2021 held in Orlando, Florida. He was the world’s first 

surgeon to perform Computer-Guided Aneurysm surgery. 

 Mishra completed his MBBS from VIMSAR, Burla. He received a Master of Surgery from Delhi University in 1980 

and MCh Neurosurgery from AIIMS New Delhi in 1983. 

 He is the chief of surgery, head of the department of neurosurgery, and Gamma knife radiosurgery, PD Hinduja 

Hospital and Medical Research Centre, Mumbai. He is president of the Asian Australasian Society of Neurological 

Surgeons and the World Federation of Skull Base Societies, is also first vice president of the World Federation of 

Neurosurgical Societies. 

 He is also the recipient of the most prestigious Dr BC Roy National Award in the category of ‘Eminent Medical 

Person’ (Highest Medical Award in India) in 2018. 

2. Ramon Magsaysay Award 2021 names announced: Ramon Magsaysay Award 2021 awardees have been announced, 

the winners will be formally awarded the Magsaysay Award during the November 28 event at the Ramon Magsaysay 

Centre in Manila. Among the awardees is Dr Firdousi Qadri of Bangladesh and Muhammad Amjad Saqib of Pakistan, as 

well as Philippine fisheries and community environmentalist Roberto Ballon, American citizen Steven Munsi, who works 

for humanitarian work and help refugees, and Indonesian WatchDoc for investigative journalism. 

List of awardees of Ramon Magsaysay Awards 2021: 

 Muhammad Amjad Saqib: A visionary who founded one of the largest microfinance institutions in Pakistan, 

servicing millions of families. 

 Firdausi Qadri: A Bangladeshi scientist who has been instrumental in discovering vaccines that have saved millions 

of lives. 

 Steven Muncy: A humanitarian who has been helping the displaced refugees of Southeast Asia rebuild their lives. 

 WatchDoc: A production house that ingeniously combines documentary filmmaking and alternative platforms to 

highlight underreported issues in Indonesia. 

 Roberto Ballon: A fisherman from Southern Philippines who has led a community in restoring their rich aquatic 

resources and their primary source of livelihood. 

About the Ramon Magsaysay Award: 
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The Ramon Magsaysay Award is Asia’s highest honor and is widely regarded as the region’s equivalent of the Nobel Prize. 

It celebrates the memory and leadership example of the third Philippine president after whom the award is named, and is 

given every year to individuals or organizations in Asia who manifest the same selfless service that ruled the life of the late 

and beloved Filipino leader. 

3. Alejandro Prieto wins Bird Photographer of the Year 2021: Mexican photographer Alejandro Prieto has emerged as the 

winner of the Bird Photographer of the Year (BPOTY) 2021. He has won for capturing a photograph of a greater 

roadrunner staring up at the barbed-wire-clad border wall between the USA and Mexico, with what almost looks like a 

sense of bewilderment. The image has been given the title as ‘Blocked’. The Bird Photographer of the Year comes with a 

cash prize of £5,000. He was chosen from among 22,000 entries from 73 countries. 

4. Powergrid Wins the Prestigious global ATD Best Award: Power Grid Corporation of India Limited (POWERGRID), a 

Maharatna CPSU under Ministry of Power, Government of India has been awarded the coveted “Association for Talent 

Development (ATD) 2021 BEST Award”. POWERGRID securing 8th rank among the 71 organizations from around the globe, 

thus becoming the only PSU to win this award and one of the only two companies of India in the Top 20. The Association 

for Talent Development (ATD, formerly ASTD) is the world’s largest association dedicated to those who develop talent in 

organizations and ATD’s BEST Award is the talent development industry’s most rigorous and coveted recognition. 

5. President Ram Nath Kovind presents National Award for Teachers-2021: National Teachers’ Award 2021 was awarded 

by President Ram Nath Kovind, September 5, 2021. President Kovind gave the awards to 44 finest teachers in the country 

for their dedicated contribution. The award is contributed to those who improve the quality of education for students and 

also inspire, enrich their lives. This year, the Ministry of Education released the name of 44 teachers, who would be 

conferred the National Teachers’ Award. Out of the total 44 teachers, 9 of the awardees are women. 

Due to the prevailing COVID-19 situation, President Kovind addressed the teachers virtually. While highlighting the role 

and importance of teachers in one’s life, President Kovind expressed his gratitude to all the teachers who received the 

awards. The award was also bestowed upon Pramod Kumar Shukla of Eklavya Model Residential School (EMRS), 

Chhattisgarh. It is the second award in a row for an EMRS established under the Ministry of Tribal Affairs. 

6. Namita Gokhale honoured with 7th Yamin Hazarika Woman of Substance Award: Writer Namita Gokhale has been 

chosen as the recipient of the seventh Yamin Hazarika Woman of Substance Award. She was conferred upon the honour 

recently in a virtual ceremony. She is a co-founder and co-director of the Jaipur Literature Festival, Gokhale also mentors 

Himalayan Echoes and the Kumaon Festival of Literature and the Arts. The award was organised by a collective of women 

professionals from the year 2015, the annual award honours Yamin Hazarika, the first woman from Northeast India to be 

selected for DANIPS, a federal police service that administered Delhi and the Union Territories in 1977. 

7. Indian biologist Shailendra Singh wins global award in turtle conservation: Indian biologist Shailendra Singh has been 

awarded the Behler Turtle Conservation Award for bringing three critically endangered turtle conservation species back 

from the brink of extinction. Shailendra Singh was named to lead the Turtle Survival Alliance (TSA)/ Wildlife Conservation 

Society (WCS) India turtle programme. 
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 The award has been bestowed by several global bodies involved in turtle conservation such as Turtle Survival 

Alliance, IUCN/SSC Tortoise and Freshwater Turtle Specialist Group, Turtle Conservancy, and Turtle 

Conservation Fund.  

 The Behler Turtle Conservation Award was established in 2006 to recognise outstanding achievements, 

contributions and leadership excellence in international turtle conservation and biology. 

8. Ramesh Narayan to be inducted into AFAA Hall of Fame: Indian advertising doyen Ramesh Narayan will be inducted 

into the Asian Federation of Advertising Associations (AFAA) Hall of Fame at AdAsia 2021. The AFAA Hall of Fame sets out 

to recognise the best of the very best. It’s for those who’ve defined a generation of advertising. Ramesh has been 

honoured with AAAI Lifetime Achievement Award, the International Advertising Association Global Champion Award, the 

Public Relations Society of India Special Award, the Association of Business Communicators of India Lifetime Achievement 

Award, and an induction into the Hall of Fame of the India chapter of the IAA. 

9. Trichy Golden Rock Workshop bags best Energy Efficient Unit Award: The Golden Rock Railway Workshop (GOC), 

Tiruchchirappalli has bagged 22nd National Award for Excellence in Energy Management from the Confederation of Indian 

Industry (CII) for having adopted and implemented various energy conservation measures. GOC Workshop is the only 

workshop of Indian Railways to have received the award this year. The National Awards for Excellence in Energy 

Management is instituted by CII, to catalyze significant and innovative practices in the energy efficiency sector. CII 

conducts this annual event to recognize and award excellence in energy management among the industrial sector and 

railway workshops across the country and facilitate sharing of information on best practices & technologies. 

10. Susanna Clarke wins Women’s Prize for Fiction 2021: Author Susanna Clarke won the Women’s Prize for Fiction 2021 

for her novel ‘Piranesi’. Novelist and Booker-winner Bernardine Evaristo chaired the Women’s Prize judging panel this 

year. ‘Piranesi’ is narrated by a man living in a labyrinthine, statue-filled house — alone except for a visitor known as the 

Other — that comprises his whole universe. Susanna Clarke: English author known for her debut novel Jonathan Strange & 

Mr Norrell. 

11. ICRISAT awarded “AFRICA FOOD PRIZE 2021”: Hyderabad-based International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-

Arid Tropics (ICRISAT) has been awarded the Africa Food Prize for 2021 for improving food security in sub-Saharan Africa. 

The Tropical Legumes Project developed 266 varieties of improved legumes and half a million tons of seeds for a range of 

legume crops, including cowpeas, pigeon peas, chickpea, common bean, groundnut, and soybean. The improved seeds 

benefitted over 25 million farmers in climate-resilient approaches and to control pest outbreaks across the region. 

ICRISAT is a non-profit, non-political public international research organisation that conducts agricultural research for 

development in Asia and sub-Saharan Africa with a wide array of partners throughout the world. 

12. Super 30 founder Anand Kumar conferred with Swami Brahmanand Award 2021: Mathematician Anand Kumar was 

conferred with the Swami Brahmanand Award 2021 for his contribution in the field of education through his ‘Super 30’ 

initiative, which prepares underprivileged students for the IIT entrance exam. He received the award from professor Roop 

Kishore Shastri, the vice-chancellor of Haridwar’s Gurukula Kangri deemed university, at a function in the Rath area of 

Hamirpur district of Uttar Pradesh. The award carrying Rs 10,000 in cash, a bronze medal, a bronze statue of Swami 
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Brahmanand and a certificate is given every year to people who have done special work in the education sector or for the 

welfare of the cow. 

‘Super 30’ is a coaching programme of Kumar’s Patna-based Ramanujan School of Mathematics. It hunts for 30 

meritorious students from among economically backward sections of the society and shapes them to clear the test to get 

into the prestigious Indian Institutes of Technology (IIT). 

 It has been instituted in the name of Swami Brahmananda, a freedom fighter, former MP and a saint known for 

his sacrifices and his contribution in the field of education. 

 Friederike Irina Bruening, a German national, who has devoted her life to sick and abandoned cows in Mathura, 

received the first Swami Brahmanand Award for cow protection in 2019. 

 Bruening, who is also known as Sudevi Dasi, is also a recipient of Padma Shri. In 2020, the award went to 

academician Dr Arun Kumar Pandey, who worked to strengthen India’s cultural and educational bonding in South 

Korea. 

13. UNESCO Literacy Prize awarded to NIOS for Innovation in Education: National Institute of Open Schooling (NIOS), run 

by the education ministry, has bagged global recognition from UNESCO for its innovative approach towards education. The 

recognition is for educating differently-abled people through technology-enabled inclusive learning material. The NIOS 

move has a specific focus on Indian sign language-based content. By awarding NIOS the King Sejong Literacy Prize, the jury 

has recognized the value of providing for the unique educational and language needs of PwD learners by developing 

teaching content in sign language through digital mode. The award-winning programme focuses on the use of digital tools 

and local language to help persons with disabilities the option to access Indian Sign Language (ISL)-based content. 

14. Bhanumati Gheewala to get National Florence Nightingale Award 2021: The Florence Nightingale Award will be given 

to a nurse, Bhanumati Gheewala, from Sir Sayajirao General Hospital, Gujarat. She has been in charge of COVID-19 positive 

pregnant women’s deliveries as well as infant care. She worked in the gynaecology department as well in the paediatric 

ward. In 2019, when the wards of the hospital were waterlogged due to flood. She carried her duty in the gynaecology 

department and the pediatric ward. 

 The Florence Nightingale Award is given by the Indian Nursing Council. This is a statutory agency under 

the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, to recognise the contributions of healthcare workers. 

 The delegates at the Eighth International Conference of Red Cross Societies created this commemorative 

International Nightingale Medal. It was established in London in 1907. This medal was meant to be awarded to 

those who have excelled in the profession of nursing. 

 The International Committee of the Red Cross in 1912 created the award. It is presented to nurses or nursing 

workers. It is given for “exceptional courage and devotion to the wounded, sick, or disabled, or to civilian victims 

of a conflict or disaster” or “exemplary services or a creative and pioneering spirit in the areas of public health or 

nursing education”. 

15. Ayaan Shankta named as “2021 International Young Eco-Hero”: A 12-year-old environmental activist from Mumbai, 

Maharashtra, Ayaan Shankta has been named as “2021 International Young Eco-Hero”. He won the 3rd prize under the 
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Age Group: 8-14 for his project “Conservation and Rehabilitation of Powai Lake” and became one of the 25 global winners 

of the Young Eco-Hero Award 2021. The award presented by “The Action for Nature”, San Francisco based NGO, recognize 

young people (8 to 16 years old) for their environmental achievements. 

16. 73rd Emmy award 2021 announced: The 73rd Primetime Emmy Awards ceremony was held on September 19, 2021, in 

Los Angeles, California. The award honoured the best in U.S. prime time television programming from June 1, 2020, until 

May 31, 2021, as chosen by the Academy of Television Arts & Sciences. The 73rd edition of the Television Academy’s top 

honours is being hosted by Cedric the Entertainer on CBS. 

Here are the winners for the 2021 Emmy Awards: 

 Outstanding Drama Series: The Crown 

 Outstanding Comedy Series: Ted Lasso 

 Outstanding Variety Talk Show: Last Week Tonight with John Oliver 

 Outstanding Limited Series: The Queen’s Gambit 

 Outstanding Actor–Comedy: Jason Sudeikis (Ted Lasso) 

 Outstanding Actor–Drama: Josh O’Connor 

 Outstanding Actor–Limited Series or Movie: Ewan McGregor (Halston) 

 Outstanding Actress–Comedy: Jean Smart (Hacks) 

 Outstanding Actress–Drama: Olivia Colman (The Crown) 

 Outstanding Actress–Limited Series or Movie: Kate Winslet (Mare of Easttown) 

 Outstanding Supporting Actor–Comedy: Brett Goldstein (Ted Lasso) 

 Outstanding Supporting Actor–Drama: Tobias Menzies (The Crown) 

 Outstanding Supporting Actor–Limited Series or Movie: Evan Peters (Mare of Easttown) 

 Outstanding Supporting Actress–Comedy: Hannah Waddingham (Ted Lasso) 

 Outstanding Supporting Actress–Drama: Gillian Anderson (The Crown) 

 Outstanding Supporting Actress–Limited Series or Movie: Julianne Nicholson (Mare of Easttown) 

 Outstanding Director–Comedy: Lucia Aniello (Hacks) 

 Outstanding Director–Drama: Jessica Hobbs (The Crown) 

 Outstanding Director–Limited Series, Movie or Dramatic Special: Scott Frank (The Queen’s Gambit) 
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 Outstanding Writing–Comedy: Lucia Aniello, Paul W Downs and Jen Statsky (Hacks) 

 Outstanding Writing–Drama: Peter Morgan (The Crown) 

 Outstanding Writing–Limited Series, Movie Or Dramatic Special: Michaela Coel (I May Destroy You) 

About Emmy Award: 

An Emmy Award, or simply Emmy, is an American award that recognizes excellence in the television industry. It is 

presented at numerous annual events held throughout the calendar year, each honouring one of the various sectors of the 

television industry. 

17. SV Sarasvati receives National Florence Nightingale Award 2020: Brigadier SV Sarasvati, the Deputy Director-General 

of Military Nursing Service has been honoured with the National Florence Nightingale Award 2020. The National Florence 

Nightingale Award, the highest national distinction a nurse can achieve. President Ram Nath Kovind conferred the award 

in a virtual ceremony on Brig Saraswati for her contribution as a nurse administrator. 

 Brig Saraswati is from the Chittoor district of Andhra Pradesh and was commissioned into the MNS on December 

28, 1983. She has served in the MNS for more than three and half decades, especially in perioperative nursing. 

 As a renowned operation theatre nurse, she has assisted in more than 3,000 lifesaving and emergency surgeries 

and has trained residents, operation room nursing trainees and auxiliary staff in her career. 

 She has served at several pan-India Army hospitals and United Nations Peace Keeping Forces in Congo, according 

to the government statement, where she has done various outreach activities for the troops and trained more 

than 1,000 soldiers and families in basic life support. 

18. Bangladeshi Fairooz Faizah Beether gets 2021 Changemaker Award: Fairooz Faizah Beether of Bangladesh has been 

chosen for the 2021 Changemaker Award for her work promoting good health and well-being by the Bill and Melinda 

Gates Foundation. The award celebrates an individual who has inspired change using personal experience or from a 

position of leadership. The Changemaker Award is part of the Goalkeepers Global Goals award instituted by the Bill and 

Melinda Gates Foundation to accelerate progress towards attaining the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of the UN. 

Fairooz Faizah: Fairooz Faizah is co-founder of Moner School which is an anonymous online platform active in the field of 

mental health. It works with youth to educate them about the importance of mental health care through training, 

workshops, and a 24/7 online mental health first aid service in Bangladesh. 

19. Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka bags Global Goalkeeper Award 2021: The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation announced its 

annual Goalkeepers ‘Global Goals Awards’ 2021, as part of its annual Goalkeepers campaign. Goalkeepers is the 

foundation’s campaign to accelerate progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals (Global Goals). By sharing 

stories and data behind the Global Goals through an annual report, we hope to inspire a new generation of leaders—

Goalkeepers who raise awareness of progress, hold their leaders accountable, and drive action to achieve the Global 

Goals. 

The 2021 Global Goalkeeper Award: 
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Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka, former United Nations under-secretary-general and executive director of UN Women. She has 

been honoured for fighting for gender equality and her continued advocacy to address the Covid-19 pandemic’s 

disproportionate impact on women and girls. This award recognises a leader who has driven progress on a global scale 

toward achieving sustainable development goals (SDGs). 

The 2021 Progress Award : 

Jenifer Colpas from Colombia, for her work which centres around improving access to clean water and sanitation. Colpas is 

the co-founder and executive director of Tierra Grata, a social enterprise that develops low-cost, easy-to-install solutions 

providing access to clean energy, safe water, and sanitation services to rural communities in Colombia. This award 

celebrates an individual who supports progress using science, technology, or business. 

The 2021 Campaign Award : 

Satta Sheriff of Liberia, for her work promoting gender equality. Sheriff is the founder and executive director of Action for 

Justice and Human Rights (AJHR), a youth-led NGO which ensure access to justice and respect for human rights in Liberia, 

with a focus on women and girls. This award celebrates a campaign that has raised awareness or built a community by 

inspiring action and creating change. 

20. 75 Divyangjan felicitated with Hunarbaaz Awards: The National Institute of Rural Development and Panchayati Raj, 

Hyderabad under the auspices of the Ministry of Rural Development presented Hunarbaaz Awards to 75 differently-abled 

candidates from 15 states. The award ceremony was organised to commemorate Antyodaya Diwas that marks the birth 

anniversary of Pandit Deen Dayal Upadhyaya and also as part of Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav. The awards have been designed 

for those candidates who were trained through Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Grameen Kaushalya Yojana (DDU-GKY) and Rural 

Self Employment Training Institutes (RSETI) schemes of the Ministry in various trades, then got placed and worked in the 

organizations for more than one year or were successfully settled in the trade of their choice as self-employed. 

21. 2021 Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar winners announced: Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar Prize for science and technology 2021, 

were announced during the 80th foundation day of the Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR). Every year, 

CSIR presents this award to scientists below 45 years of age for their contributions in biology, chemistry, mathematics, 

physics, medicine, engineering and earth, atmosphere, ocean and planetary sciences. The award comprises a cash prize of 

Rs 5 lakh. During the ceremony, vice president M Venkaiah Naidu advised CSIR to reinvent itself and turn futuristic while 

pursuing the science of the highest order. 

Here is the list of 11 scientists awardees: 

Biological Sciences category: 

 Dr Amit Singh, department of microbiology and cell biology, Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru. 

 Dr Arun Kumar Shukla, department of biological sciences and bioengineering, Indian Institute of Technology 

Kanpur. 

Chemical sciences category: 
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 Two researchers from the Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for Advanced Scientific Research, Bengaluru, Dr Kanishka 

Biswas from the International Centre of Materials Science and Dr T Govindaraju, from the Bio-organic Chemistry 

Laboratory, announced as recipients. 

Earth, Atmosphere, Ocean and Planetary Sciences category: 

 Dr Binoy Kumar Saikia from Coal and Energy Research Group, CSIR North East Institute of Science and Technology, 

Jorhat, was named recipient. 

Engineering sciences category: 

 Dr Debdeep Mukhopadhyay, Department of Computer Science and Engineering, Indian Institute of Technology 

Kharagpur, received the award under the engineering sciences category. 

Mathematical sciences category: 

 Dr Anish Ghosh, school of mathematics, Tata Institute of Fundamental Research, Mumbai. 

 Dr Saket Saurabh, The Institute of Mathematical Sciences, Chennai, were announced winners. 

Medical sciences: 

 Dr Jeemon Panniyammakal, Achutha Menon Centre for Health Science Studies, Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute for 

Medical Sciences and Technology, Thiruvananthapuram. 

 Dr Rohit Srivastava, department of biosciences and bioengineering, Indian Institute of Technology Bombay. 

Physical sciences: 

 Dr Kanak Saha, from Pune’s Inter-University Centre for Astronomy and Astrophysics, received the award for 

physical sciences. 

About the Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar Prize: 

The Prize is bestowed on a person who, in the opinion of CSIR, has made conspicuously important and outstanding 

contributions to human knowledge and progress fundamental and applied, in the particular field of endeavour, which is 

his/her specialization. 

22. Yemeni humanitarian organization wins Nansen Refugee Award 2021: A humanitarian organization from Yemen has 

been declared as the winner of the 2021 UNHCR Nansen Refugee Award. The organisation named “Jeel Albena 

Association for Humanitarian Development”, founded in 2017 by Ameen Jubran has won the prestigious honour to 

support and provide a lifeline to tens of thousands of Yemenis people displaced by the country’s conflict. The UNHCR 

Nansen Refugee Award honours individuals, groups or organizations for going above and beyond the call of duty to 

protect refugees, other displaced and stateless people. 

8. Summits & Conferences Current Affairs – September 2021 
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1. India Hosts 8th Meeting of Agricultural Experts of BIMSTEC Countries: India hosted the 8th Meeting of Agriculture 

Experts of Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) Countries through 

video conferencing. The meeting was chaired by Dr Trilochan Mohapatra, Secretary, Department of Agricultural Research 

& Education & Director General of ICAR. BIMSTEC comprise of seven Member States including five from South Asia 

(Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, Sri Lanka), and two from Southeast Asia, including Myanmar and Thailand. During this 

meet, Chairman highlighted the UN Food System Summit 2021 and transformational aspects that are happening across 

agriculture and food systems globally. The BIMSTEC Member States also appreciated the greater engagement of India in 

offering six slots of scholarships for Master and PhD programmes in agriculture and other initiatives for capacity 

development & training. 

BIMSTEC: BIMSTEC was founded in 1997 with the objective of pursuing mutual trade, connectivity & cultural, technical & 

economic development in the region. It earlier included six sectors viz., technology, trade, energy, transport, fisheries, and 

tourism. Sectors were later expanded to 14 areas of cooperation. Agriculture is one among the 14 sectors. 

2. PM Modi Virtually Addresses 6th Eastern Economic Forum 2021: Prime Minister Narendra Modi virtually addressed the 

plenary session of the 6th Eastern Economic Forum (EEF), organised in Vladivostok, Russia. An Indian delegation led by 

Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas, Hardeep Singh Puri and comprising leading Indian oil and gas companies are 

participating in the EEF Summit 2021 in Russia. On the sidelines of EEF, Petroleum Minister will also have meetings with 

Russian Energy Minister Nikolay Shulginov to review bilateral energy cooperation in the energy sector and with the 

Russian Minister for Development of Far East and Arctic Alexei Chekunkov to discuss the collaboration between Indian and 

Russian companies in that region. Petroleum Minister will also co-chair India-Russia Business Dialogue. 

3. India to host conference on International Climate Summit 2020-21: India is all set to host a key conference as part of 

the International Climate Summit (ICS) 2020-21 to build a dialogue for India’s transition to clean energy. Policymakers, 

regulators, industry leaders, experts, and scientists from across the globe are going to be a part of the climate summit. 

Director of CSIR, National Chemical Laboratory, Dr Ashish Lele has underlined the importance of the conference for the 

future mitigation strategies of climate change. The need to adopt these strategies and the problems arose due to 

dependence on conventional fuels. 

4. India to host G-20 summit in 2023: India will hold the G20 presidency from December 1, 2022, and will convene the 

G20 leaders’ summit in 2023 for the first time. Piyush Goyal, Union Minister of Commerce and Industry Minister has been 

appointed as India’s Sherpa for the G20 in 2023 (18th edition). A sherpa is a diplomat who undertakes preparatory work 

prior to a summit conference. The 2021 edition of the G20 meet will be held in Rome, Italy. The 2022 G20 meet will be 

held in Bali, Indonesia. 

5. PM Narendra Modi chaired 13th BRICS Summit: Prime Minister of India, Narendra Modi has chaired the 13th BRICS 

Summit, through video conferencing. The theme of the India-led Summit was “BRICS@15: Intra-BRICS Cooperation for 

Continuity, Consolidation and Consensus.” The theme chosen by India reflects the fifteenth anniversary of BRICS, being 

observed in 2021. PM Modi called for enhanced BRICS cooperation under the motto of ‘Build-back Resiliently, 

Innovatively, Credibly and Sustainably’. 
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The Summit concluded with the adoption of the ‘New Delhi Declaration’. This was the third time that India hosted the 

BRICS Summit. Prior to this India held the Presidency of the BRICS in 2012 and 2016. Also, this is the second time that 

Prime Minister Modi has chaired the BRICS Summit. He had previously chaired the Goa Summit in 2016. 

Apart from this, as the President of BRICS in 2021, India has highlighted four priority areas for this year’s BRICS Summit, 

which were: 

 reform of the multilateral system, 

 counter-terrorism cooperation, 

 using digital and technological tools to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG), 

 enhancing people-to-people exchanges 

All BRICS Leaders took part virtually in the Summit, including Brazil President-Jair Bolsonaro, Russian President Vladimir 

Putin, President Xi Jinping of China, and President Cyril Ramaphosa of South Africa. BRICS is an association of five major 

emerging economies comprising Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa. 

6. India-Australia holds inaugural 2+2 ministerial dialogue: India and Australia are undertaking their first-ever 2+2 

ministerial dialogue at the Hyderabad House in New Delhi. The high-level foreign and defence ministerial-level dialogue 

will further ramp up the overall defence and strategic cooperation between the two countries, including in the Indo-Pacific 

cooperation amid China’s increasing military assertiveness in the region. The Indian delegation at inaugural ‘two-plus-two’ 

talks is being led by External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar and Defence Minister Rajnath Singh with their Australian 

counterparts Marise Payne and Peter Dutton, respectively. India has a 2-2 Ministerial-level meetings framework with very 

few countries, including the USA and Japan. 

7. India and US launch the Climate Action and Finance Mobilization Dialogue: India and the United States of America 

(USA) have launched the “Climate Action and Finance Mobilization Dialogue (CAFMD)”. It will strengthen India-US bilateral 

cooperation on climate and environment. The dialogue was launched by Union Minister of Environment, Forest and 

Climate Bhupender Yadav and Mr John Kerry, U.S. Special Presidential Envoy for Climate (SPEC) in New Delhi. 

 “Climate Action and Finance Mobilization Dialogue (CAFMD)” is one of the two tracks of the India-U.S. Climate and 

Clean Energy Agenda 2030 partnership launched at the Leaders’ Summit on Climate in April 2021. The other track 

is Strategic Clean Energy Partnership. 

 CAFMD will demonstrate how the world can align swift climate action with inclusive and resilient economic 

development, taking into account national circumstances and sustainable development priorities. 

8. PM Narendra Modi to attend first in-person Quad Summit at White House: Prime Minister Narendra Modi is set to 

attend the first-ever in-person QUAD ( Quadrilateral Security Dialogue) Leaders’ Summit at the White House, in 

Washington D.C. on September 24, 2021. Quad nation comprises of India, Japan, the US and Australia. PM Modi will also 

address the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) in New York on September 25, 2021. 
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 This will be the first visit of PM Modi to the United States since President Joe Biden assumed office and also the 

first in-person meeting between the two leaders since Biden assumed office. 

 The other two leaders, Prime Minister Scott Morrison of Australia and Japanese premier Yoshihide Suga will also 

be attending the Summit. 

 Earlier, the first-ever summit of the Quad leaders was held in the virtual format in March 2021. 

 The Quad Summit aims to deepen ties and increase cooperation in areas such as combatting COVID-19, addressing 

the climate crisis, partnering on emerging technologies and cyberspace, and promoting a free and open Indo-

Pacific. 

9. India–Africa Defence Dialogue to be held biennially at every DefExpo: The Government of India has proposed to 

institutionalise the India-Africa Defence Dialogue, as a regular event, to be held on the sidelines of the biennial DefExpo 

military exhibition. The first India-Africa Defence Ministers Conclave (IADMC) was held at DefExpo in February 2020 in 

Lucknow. Following this, second India – Africa Defence Dialogue will be held on the sidelines of the DefExpo, scheduled to 

be held at Gandhinagar, Gujarat in March 2022. The theme of the 2nd India Africa Defence Dialogue will be ‘India – Africa: 

Adopting Strategy for Synergizing and Strengthening Defence and Security Cooperation. 

 The Manohar Parrikar Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses in New Delhi shall be the knowledge partner of 

the India Africa Defence Dialogue to assist in providing necessary support for enhanced defence cooperation 

between the two countries. 

 Raksha Mantri Rajnath Singh will host the Defence Ministers of African Nations at the upcoming India – Africa 

Defence Dialogue. 

 The regularization of India Africa Defence Dialogue will help to further strengthen the existing partnerships 

between African countries & India and explore new areas of convergence for mutual engagements including areas 

like capacity building, training, cyber security, maritime security and counter-terrorism. 

10. India to organise first-ever Global Buddhist Conference in November: India is set to host the first-ever Global 

Buddhist Conference on November 19 and 20, 2021, in Nava Nalanda Mahavihara campus, in Nalanda, Bihar. The 

academic conference, being organised by Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR), will become an annual feature. Four 

regional conferences in India (Telangana, Saranath, Gangtok and Dharamshala) and abroad (Japan, South Korea, Thailand 

and Cambodia) will be organised, in the run-up to the conference. The reports of these regional conferences will be 

presented at the inaugural Global Buddhist Conference. 

 Global Buddhist Conference focuses on making India the center of Buddhism, by promoting Buddhist activities, 

like academic, cultural, seminars, people travelling for festivals like Buddha Purnima, Vesak. 

 As a part of the event, an award for the promotion of Buddhist studies, which will be given on November 21 by 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi in New Delhi, carrying a cash reward of $20,000 (around Rs 14.7 lakh), a plaque, 

and a gold-plated medallion. 
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11. PM Narendra Modi virtually addresses 21st SCO Meeting: The 21st Meeting of the Shanghai Cooperation 

Organisation (SCO) Council of Heads of State was held in hybrid format on September 17, 2021, in Dushanbe, Tajikistan. 

The meeting was held under the Chairmanship of the President of Tajikistan, Emomali Rahmon. This was the first SCO 

Summit held in a hybrid format and the fourth Summit in which India participated as a full-fledged member of SCO. The 

Indian delegation was led by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who participated in the meeting via video-link and at 

Dushanbe, India was represented by External Affairs Minister, Dr S. Jaishankar. PM Modi has expressed India’s support for 

the “central role” of the United Nations in the global deliberation regarding the current system in Afghanistan. 

 The leaders reviewed the organization’s activities over the past two decades and discussed the state and 

prospects of future cooperation. 

 The SCO Summit was followed by an Outreach session on Afghanistan between SCO and the Collective Security 

Treaty Organisation (CSTO). 

 In 2021, SCO is celebrating the 20th anniversary of its formation. 

12. PM Modi departs for 3-day visit to US: Prime Minister Narendra Modi has embarked on a three-day visit to the United 

States. He is accompanied by a high-level delegation consisting of National Security Advisor Ajit Doval and senior officials 

including Harsh Vardhan Shringla. This is Prime Minister Modi’s first visit abroad beyond the neighbourhood since the 

Covid-19 pandemic outbreak. 

PM Modi, Joe Biden meeting at White House: 

 Biden will host PM Modi at the White House on September 24. 

 This is going to be the first in-person meeting between the two leaders after Biden took over as the US President 

on January 20. 

 PM Modi and President Biden are expected to discuss ways to stem radicalisation and combat terrorism. They are 

also expected to discuss ways to bolster defence, trade ties, security collaborations and clean energy partnerships 

among others. 

 PM Modi and Biden will discuss the current regional security situation following the recent developments in 

Afghanistan. PM Modi will also hold business interactions during his US visit from September 22-25. 

PM Modi will address the UN General Assembly: 

 PM Modi will address the General Debate of the High-Level Segment of 76th Session of UN General Assembly 

(UNGA) on September 25 in New York. 

 The theme for this year’s general debate is building resilience through hope to recover from COVID-19, rebuild 

sustainability, respond to the needs of the planet, respect the rights of people and revitalise the United Nations. 

Bilateral meetings: 
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 Prime Minister’s visit would be bilateral meetings with our close partners Japan and Australia where he will hold 

several bilateral meetings including with US President Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris. 

13. GoI hosted first India-UK Consular Dialogue; The government of India has hosted the first India-United Kingdom 

Consular Dialogue in the virtual medium. Joint Secretary in the Ministry of External Affairs, Devesh Uttam led the Indian 

delegation while the UK delegation was led by Jennifer Anderson. Both sides discussed the ways to strengthen people-to-

people contacts as part of the India-UK 2030 roadmap. 

 At this inaugural Consular Dialogue, the two sides discussed ways to further strengthen people-to-people contacts 

between the two countries as part of the India-UK 2030 roadmap. 

 They also discussed ways to facilitate consular access and early resolution of consular grievances including through 

systematic information sharing, and cooperation on visas, extradition cases and mutual legal assistance. 

 Both sides agreed to hold the next round of this Dialogue in 2022, in London, at a mutually convenient date. 

 Earlier, India and the UK held the first meeting of the India-UK Financial Markets Dialogue on 8th July. 

14. PM Modi addresses 76th UNGA in New York: Prime Minister of India Narendra Modi has addressed the 76th session 

of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA), in New York. He is the first world leader scheduled to address the UN 

General Assembly at 6.30 PM IST. Prior to this, PM Modi had addressed UN General Assembly in 2019. The theme of the 

2021 UN General Assembly session was ‘building resilience through hope – to recover from Covid-19, rebuild sustainably, 

respond to the needs of the planet, respect the rights of people, and revitalise the United Nations. 

 PM spoke on various global issues such as the Covid-19 pandemic, the need to combat terrorism focusing on 

Afghanistan and Extremism, and the need to strengthen the United Nations. 

 Over 109 heads of state and government addressed the UN General Assembly while around 60 addressed the 

debate through pre-recorded video statements at the event. 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi invoked Chanakya, Deen Dayal Upadhyaya, and Rabindranath Tagore in his 

address. 

15. Amit Shah addresses first ‘National Cooperative Conference’: Union Home Minister and Minister of Cooperation, 

Amit Shah has inaugurated and addressed the first-ever National Cooperative Conference (Sehkarita Sammelan) at the 

Indira Gandhi Indoor Stadium in New Delhi. The minister outlined the government’s vision and roadmap for the 

development of the Cooperative sector. 

 This conference was India’s first such cooperative conference, to provide a platform for accelerating and 

strengthening Indian cooperatives on the global stage. 

 The conference was organised jointly by the IFFCO, National Cooperative Federation of India, Amul, Sahakar 

Bharti, NAFED, KRIBHCO and all cooperatives together. 

 Over 2,100 representatives from different states and various cooperative sectors across the country participated 

in the conference to contribute towards realizing the dream of a self-reliant India. 
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16. 4th Indo-US Health Dialogue Held in New Delhi: Union Minister of State for Health and Family Welfare Dr Bharati 

Pravin Pawar has led the Indian delegation at the 4th Indo-US Health Dialogue, held in New Delhi. The US delegation for 

the dialogue is led by Ms Loyce Pace, Director, Office of Global Affairs at U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 

(HHS). The two-day Dialogue is a platform to deliberate upon multiple ongoing collaborations in the health sector between 

the two countries. 

 The two-day Dialogue will be leveraged as a platform to deliberate upon multiple ongoing collaborations in the 

health sector between the two countries. 

 The issues planned for deliberations in this round also encompass areas of concern pertaining to strengthening of 

epidemiological research and surveillance, vaccine development, One Health, zoonotic and vector-borne diseases, 

health systems and health policies etc. 

 An MoU was finalised between the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare of the Republic of India and the 

Department of Health and Human Services of the United States of America, in the field of the health sector, 

covering issues like Health Safety and Security; Communicable Diseases & Non-Communicable Diseases; Health 

Systems; and Health Policy. 

9. Ranks & Reports Current Affairs – September 2021 

1. Amul ranks 18th in Rabobank 2021 Global Dairy Top 20 Report: Amul, Gujarat Cooperative Milk Marketing Federation 

(GCMMF) has dropped two places to rank 18th in Rabobank’s 2021 Global Top 20 Dairy Companies list. Amul was placed 

at 16th spot in 2020. Amul has achieved an annual turnover of $5.3 billion. French-based dairy company Lactalis has 

topped the list as the world’s largest dairy company with a turnover of US $23.0 billion. It has unseated Switzerland-based 

global behemoth Nestle, which dominated the list for decades. Rabobank’s Global Dairy Top 20 Report is released annually 

to rank the dairy industry upon their sales data and financial statements. 

2. University of Oxford tops Times World University Rankings 2022: The Times Higher Education (THE) World University 

Rankings 2022 has been announced. The University of Oxford is at the top of the list, followed by the California Institute of 

Technology and Harvard University at the second and third positions, respectively. The Indian Institute of Science (IISc), 

Bengaluru, is placed between the 301-350 position. Incidentally, it is also the only university in the top 350 rankings. 

The Times Higher Education World University Rankings 2022 includes record 1,662 universities from 99 countries and 

territories. The ranking is based on 13 balanced performance indicators. 

Three Indian educational institutes have found a place in the top 400 list: 

1. IISc Bangalore – 301-350 bracket 

2. Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Ropar – 351-400 bracket. 

3. IIT Indore – 401-500 bracket. 

Top Five Universities in the world: 
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1. University of Oxford, UK 

2. California Institute of Technology, US 

3. Harvard University, US 

4. Stanford University, US 

5. University of Cambridge, UK 

3. India becomes 3rd largest Unicorn ecosystem in the world: Hurun Research Institute has released the Hurun India 

Future Unicorn List 2021, as per which India is the third-largest Unicorn/startup ecosystem in the world. The USA is on top 

followed by China on second. India has 51 unicorns according to the list. The USA has 396 and China has 277 unicorns.  

Zilingo is the top unicorn in the ranking in India with funding of USD 310. The headquarters of Zilingo is in Singapore. 

Bengaluru is the top Indian city in terms of the number of Unicorns headquartered in a city. Bengaluru has 31 unicorns 

followed by Mumbai which has 12 unicorns. 

4. Bank of Baroda tops the MeitY Digital Payment Scorecard for 2020-21: Bank of Baroda, announced that the bank has 

Ranked #1 with a total of 86% marks on the scorecard issued by the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology 

(MeitY) for the month of February and March 2021. The scorecard ranks 44 banks (Public Sector Banks, Private Banks, 

Foreign Banks, Payments Banks, Small Finance Banks) on various parameters on the digital business. In the same period 

last year, BOB was rated “Average” by Meity, which has now been upgraded as “Good”. 

This overall rating was based on multiple factors where the Bank scored above average. These factors consist of the 

following: 

 The exceptional growth of digital payment transactions achievement (129% of 137 Cr. Digital transactions target) 

 Achievement of 6 times the target for merchant acquiring in Rural geography target (16,100) 

 Achievement of 124% merchant acquiring in North-Eastern States target (6,900) 

 Reduction in average % of Technical Declines of UPI from 0.59% in FY 2019-20 to 0.29% in FY 2020-21. 

 The declining ratio is the 2nd lowest amongst all large banks. 

 Reduction in average % of Technical Declines of Aadhaar Enabled Payment Systems activation from 0.39% in FY 

2019-20 to 0.12% in FY 2020-21. 

5. IIT Madras Retains Top Spot in Overall Category of NIRF India Ranking 2021: The Union Minister of Education, 

Dharmendra Pradhan released the NIRF India Rankings 2021, on September 09, 2021, through video conferencing. The 

NIRF India Rankings 2021 is the sixth edition of the annual list which ranks higher educational institutions in the country 

based on objective criteria to promote competitive excellence. In Overall Winner: The Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) 

Madras has retained the top spot in the overall category. 

List of Winners: 
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 Overall: Indian Institute of Technology Madras (IIT Madras) 

 University: Indian Institute of Science, (IISc) Bangaluru 

 Management: Indian Institute of Management (IIM) Ahmedabad 

 College: Miranda House, Delhi 

 Pharmacy: Jamia Hamdard, New Delhi 

 Medical: All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) Delhi 

 Engineering: Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Madras 

 Architecture: Indian Institute of Technology, Roorkee 

 Dental: Manipal College of Dental Sciences, Udupi 

 Law: National Law School of India University (NLSUI), Bengaluru 

 Research Institutions: Indian Institute of Science, (IISc) Bangalore 

6. PM Modi, Mamata Banerjee among TIME’s 100 Most Influential People list: TIME magazine has unveiled its annual list 

of ‘The 100 Most Influential People of 2021’. Prime Minister Narendra Modi, West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee 

and Serum Institute of India CEO Adar Poonawalla have been named among the world’s 100 most influential people of 

2021 by TIME magazine. The list is divided into six categories – Icons, Pioneers, Titans, Artists, Leaders and Innovators. 

A global list that includes: 

 US President Joe Biden, 

 US Vice President Kamala Harris, 

 Chinese President Xi Jinping, 

 Duke and Duchess of Sussex Prince Harry and Meghan, 

 Former US President Donald Trump and 

 Co-founder of the Taliban Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar. 

The list also includes tennis player Naomi Osaka, Russian opposition activist Alexei Navalny, music icon Britney Spears, 

executive director of the Asian Pacific Policy and Planning Council Manjusha P. Kulkarni, Apple CEO Tim Cook, actor Kate 

Winslet and the first African and first woman to lead the World Trade Organization Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala. 

7. NITI Aayog Launches Report on ‘Reforms in Urban Planning Capacity in India’: NITI Aayog has launched a report titled 

‘Reforms in Urban Planning Capacity in India’ which presents measures to ramp up urban planning capacity in India. The 
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report was released on September 16, 2021, jointly by NITI Aayog Vice-Chairman Dr Rajiv Kumar, CEO Shri Amitabh Kant 

and Special Secretary Dr K. Rajeswara Rao. 

 The report has made several recommendations that can unblock bottlenecks in the value chain of urban planning 

capacity in India. Some of them include programmatic Intervention for the Planning of Health, Re-engineering of 

Urban Governance, Revision of Town and Country Planning Acts. 

 The report suggests that every city must aspire to become a ‘Healthy City for All’ by 2030. 

 The report has also recommended a Central Sector Scheme named ‘500 Healthy Cities Programme’, for a period 

of 5 years. Under this priority cities and towns would be selected jointly by the states and local bodies. 

What is Urban Planning: 

Urban planning is the foundation for the integrated development of cities, citizens, and the environment. Unfortunately, it 

has received due attention so far. The existing urban planning and governance framework is complex, which often leads to 

ambiguity and lack of accountability. 

8. World Bank Group Discontinues Doing Business Report : The World Bank Group has decided to discontinue publication 

of its ‘Doing Business” rankings of country business climates after a review of data irregularities in the 2018 and 2020 

reports. The decision was taken by the Board of Executive Directors, World Bank Group management after data 

irregularities on Doing Business 2018 and 2020 were reported. To fill the void created by the discontinuation of this report, 

World Bank would be working on a new approach to assessing the business and investment climate. 

9. India ranks 46th in Global Innovation Index 2021: India has been ranked at 46th place in the Global Innovation Index 

2021 released by World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO). India has jumped 2 spots from last year’s ranking. 

Under the Lower middle-income category group, India has been ranked at the second spot after Vietnam. The Global 

Innovation Index 2021 captures the innovation ecosystem performance of 132 economies and tracks the most recent 

global innovation trends. 

Top 5 countries in Global Innovation Index 2021 rankings: 

Rank Country Score 

1st Switzerland 65.5 

2nd Sweden 63.1 

3rd United States of America 61.3 

4th United Kingdom 59.8 

5th Republic of Korea 59.3 

46th India 36.4 
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About the Global Innovation Index (GII): 

The Global Innovation Index (GII) provides detailed metrics about the innovation performance of 132 countries and 

economies around the world. Its 80 indicators explore a broad vision of innovation, including political environment, 

education, infrastructure and business sophistication. 

10. Important Days & Dates Current Affairs – September 

2021 

1. World Coconut Day: 02 September: World Coconut Day is observed on September 02 every year since 2009. It is 

observed for promoting this tropical fruit and bringing awareness regarding its health benefits. The theme of World 

Coconut Day 2021 is ‘Building a Safe Inclusive Resilient and Sustainable Coconut Community Amid COVID-19 Pandemic & 

Beyond’. The WCD also commemorates the formation of the Asian Pacific Coconut Community (APCC), which aims to 

promote, coordinate and harmonize all activities of the coconut industry. 

2. National Teachers’ Day: 05 September: The 5th of September is celebrated as teacher’s day all over India. This day is 

celebrated as the teacher’s day to mark the birthday of Dr Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan who was the former president of our 

country. He was a philosopher, a scholar, and the Bharat Ratna Awardee.  He was the second President of India (1962 to 

1967) and the first Vice President of India (1952–1962). The Ministry of Education presents the National Teachers Awards 

on this occasion every year. In 2021, the President of India, Shri Ram Nath Kovind will confer National Awards on 44 

teachers from across the country. 

In 1962, Dr. Radhakrishan became the second President of Independent India. The main significance to celebrate this day 

is that Dr Radhakrishan’s students approached him to allow them to celebrate his birthday as a special day. He was 

surprised and happy by the respect which is given to him by the students even after he was not their teacher. 

3. International Day of Charity: 05 September: The International Day of Charity is observed annually on September 05. It 

was declared by the United Nations General Assembly in 2012. September 5 was chosen in order to commemorate the 

death anniversary of Mother Teresa, who had always been engaged in charitable work. Mother Teresa received the Nobel 

Peace Prize in 1979 for “work undertaken in the struggle to overcome poverty and distress, which also constitute a threat 

to peace.” 

The prime purpose of the International Day of Charity is to raise awareness and provide a common platform for charity 

related activities all over the world for individuals, charitable, philanthropic and volunteer organizations for their own 

purposes on the local, national, regional and international level. 

4. International Day of Clean Air for blue skies: The International Day of Clean Air for blue skies is observed globally on 

September 07 to promote and facilitate actions to improve air quality. It is an UN-recognised day that aims to raise public 

awareness at all levels (individual, community, corporate and government) that clean air is important for health, 

productivity, the economy and the environment. 
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The 2021 theme for the International Day of Clean Air for blue skies is “Healthy Air, Healthy Planet” which emphasizes the 

health aspects of air pollution, especially considering the COVID-19 pandemic. This year’s focus is on prioritizing the need 

for healthy air for all while keeping the conversation broad enough to encompass other critical issues such as climate 

change, human and planetary health as well as the Sustainable Development Goals. The day serves as a rallying call to 

action to align our efforts and claim our right to clean air. #HealthyAirHealthyPlanet. 

The United Nations General Assembly adopted the Resolution to hold an International Day of Clean Air for blue skies on 

December 19, 2019, during its 74th session and invited the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). The inaugural 

edition of the International Day of Clean Air for blue skies was held in 2020. 

5. Food Processing Week: September 06 to 12, 2021: To commemorate 75 years of India’s independence, the 

Government of India is celebrating the ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav.’ As a part of the celebration, the Ministry of Food 

Processing Industries is observing ‘Food Processing Week’ from 6th to 12th September 2021, under which, the Ministry is 

organizing various programs. The Ministry launched the ‘Food Processing Week’, 6th September 2021, through an official 

video on social media platforms. The success story of the beneficiary of the PM Formalisation of Micro Food Processing 

Enterprises (PMFME) scheme, Smt. Radhika Kamat was also published on the Ministry’s website in the ‘Atmanirbhar 

Enterprises’ series. 

6. International Literacy Day: 08 September: International Literacy Day is observed globally on 8th September every 

year. The day spread awareness about the importance of literacy for individuals, communities, and societies and the need 

for intensified efforts towards more literate societies. The theme of 55th International Literacy Day is Literacy for a 

human-centred recovery: Narrowing the digital divide. The 8th of September was proclaimed International Literacy Day 

by UNESCO in 1966 to remind the international community of the importance of literacy for individuals, communities and 

societies, and the need for intensified efforts towards more literate societies. It was celebrated for the first time in 1967. 

7. International Day to Protect Education from Attack: 09 September: International Day to Protect Education from 

Attack is observed globally on 9th September. In proclaiming the International Day to Protect Education from Attack to be 

celebrated for the first time in 2020. The purpose of the day is to raise awareness regarding the importance of 

safeguarding schools as places of protection and safety for students and educators and the need to keep education at the 

top of the public agenda. 

The day was established by a unanimous decision of the UN General Assembly, calling on UNESCO and UNICEF to raise 

awareness of the plight of millions of children living in countries affected by conflict. The resolution proclaiming the Day 

was presented by the State of Qatar and co-sponsored by 62 countries. 

8. World Suicide Prevention Day: 10 September: International Association for Suicide Prevention (IASP) observes World 

Suicide Prevention Day (WSPD) on 10 September every year. The purpose of this day is to raise awareness around the 

globe that suicide can be prevented. The theme for the 2021 World Suicide Prevention Day is “Creating hope through 

action”. The International Association for Suicide Prevention (IASP) collaborates with the World Health Organization 

(WHO) and the World Federation for Mental Health (WFMH) to host World Suicide Prevention Day with various activities 

around the world since 2003. 
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9. World EV Day: September 9: World EV Day is observed on September 9 every year. The day marks the celebration of e-

mobility. Special awareness campaigns are organised globally to educate people about the benefits of electric vehicles. 

World EV Day was an initiative created by the sustainability media company GreenTV. The first World EV day was 

observed in 2020. China is the largest EV market in the world. It was largely a social media campaign that encouraged 

drivers to recognise the benefits of electric vehicles and make a commitment that the next car they drive will be electric 

and not run on conventional fuels. 

10. Himalayan Day 2021: 09 September: The National Mission for Clean Ganga organized Himalayan Diwas on September 

09, 2021, in association with Naula Foundation. This year’s theme is ‘Contribution of Himalayas and our responsibilities’. 

The event was part of the ongoing celebration of ‘Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav’. Himalaya Diwas is celebrated every year on 

9th September in the state of Uttarakhand. It is celebrated with the aim to conserve the Himalayan ecosystem and region. 

It was officially declared as Himalaya Day in 2015 by the then Chief Minister. 

11. United Nations Day for South-South Cooperation: 12 September: International Day for South-South Cooperation is 

observed globally on 12th September every year. The day celebrates the economic, social and political developments 

made in recent years by regions and countries in the south. It also highlights the UN’s efforts to work on technical 

cooperation among developing countries. The history of the South-South cooperation begins in 1949 with the 

establishment of the UN technical aid programme by the Economic and Social Council and the creation of the United 

Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in 1969. In the year 1978, the conference of the Global South on TCDC adopted 

the Buenos Aires Plan of Action (BAPA) for promoting and implementing technical cooperation among developing 

countries. This was one of the main pillars for South-South cooperation. 

12. World First Aid Day 2021: 11 September: World First Aid Day is observed on the second Saturday of September every 

year. In 2021 the day is being observed on September 11, 2021. The day is an annual campaign aimed at promoting the 

importance of first aid training and increasing its accessibility to save more lives in a crisis. When a person suffers from 

minor or serious injury or illness, the first and immediate assistance given to the patient is termed as ‘First Aid’. The theme 

for World First Aid Day 2021 is ‘First aid and road safety’, according to the International Federation of Red Cross and Red 

Crescent Societies (IFRC). In 2000, World First Aid Day was established by the IFRC and for more than 100 years, this 

organisation has been providing first aid services to people. The history of this day dates back to 1859 when a young 

businessman, Henry Dunant, saw the carnage at the battle of Solfrino. 

13. Hindi Diwas celebrated on 14 September: Hindi Diwas or Hindi Day is observed every year on 14 September to mark 

the popularity of Hindi as an official language of India. The language was adopted under Article 343 of the Indian 

Constitution. The first Hindi day was celebrated on 14th September 1953. 

 Later, Pt Jawaharlal Nehru announced this day to be celebrated as Hindi Diwas in the country. 

 There are 22 Scheduled languages of India, of which, two are officially used at the Union government of India 

level: Hindi and English. 

 Hindi is the fourth most spoken language in the world. 

 Hindi Divas is celebrated on 14 September because, on this day in 1949, the Constituent Assembly of India had 

adopted Hindi written in Devanagari script as the official language of the Republic of India. 
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14. World Lymphoma Awareness Day: 15 September: The World Lymphoma Awareness Day (WLAD) is observed globally 

on September 15 every year. The day is dedicated to raising awareness about lymphoma and the particular emotional and 

psychosocial challenges facing patients and caregivers suffering from different forms of lymphoma. World Lymphoma Day 

was initiated in 2002 by the Lymphoma Coalition(link is external), a worldwide network of 83 lymphoma patient groups 

based in Ontario, Canada, whose mission is enabling global impact by fostering a lymphoma ecosystem that ensures local 

change and evidence-based action. One of their key activities is to provide a centralised hub of reliable current 

information and a platform for member organisations to share resources, best practices, policies and procedures. 

15. National Engineer’s Day: 15 September: In India, Engineer’s Day is celebrated on September 15 every year. The day is 

celebrated to recognise the contribution of engineers in the development of the nation. The day marks the birth 

anniversary of the engineering pioneer of India, Sir Mokshagundam Vishweshvaraya, (popularly known as Sir MV). He was 

awarded ‘Bharat Ratna’ for his exceptional contribution to the building of India in 1955. He has also conferred the British 

knighthood and served as Diwan of Mysore from 1912 to 1918. In 1968, the Indian government declared Sir M 

Visvesvaraya’s birth anniversary as Engineers’ Day. Sir MV was regarded as the “Father of Modern Mysore”. Since then, 

this day is celebrated to honour and acknowledge all engineers who have contributed and still do so to build a modern and 

developed India. 

16. International Day of Democracy: 15 September: International Day of Democracy is observed globally on 15th 

September every year. It was established through a resolution passed by the UN General Assembly in 2007, for promoting 

and upholding the principles of democracy and provide an opportunity to review the state of democracy in the world. The 

theme for 2021 International Day of Democracy is “Strengthening democratic resilience in the face of future crises”. 

The Day was proclaimed by the UN General Assembly through a resolution in 2007 to strengthen national programmes 

devoted to the promotion and consolidation of democracy. The day was observed for the first time in 2008. Democracy is 

as much a process as a goal, and only with the full participation of and support by the international community, national 

governing bodies, civil society and individuals, can the ideal of democracy be made into a reality to be enjoyed by 

everyone, everywhere. 

17. International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer: The International Day for the preservation for the Ozone 

layer (World Ozone Day) is observed annually on September 16 to spread awareness of the depletion of the Ozone Layer 

and search for solutions to preserve it. The ozone layer, a fragile shield of gas, protects the Earth from the harmful portion 

of the rays of the sun, thus helping preserve life on the planet. The theme for 2021 World Ozone Day: ‘Montreal Protocol 

– keeping us, our food and vaccines cool.’ 

The day was designated by the United Nations General Assembly on December 19, 2000, to commemorate the signing of 

the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer in 1987. This was formalized in the Vienna Convention 

for the Protection of the Ozone Layer, which was adopted and signed by 28 countries, on 22 March 1985. 

18. World Patient Safety Day: 17 September: World Patient Safety Day is observed on September 17 to create a global 

awareness for patient safety and urge people to show their commitment to making healthcare safer. The Day brings 

together patients, families, caregivers, communities, health workers, health care leaders and policy-makers to show their 

commitment to patient safety. The theme for 2021 WPSD is ‘Safe maternal and newborn care’. 
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World Patient Safety Day – established by the World Health Assembly in 2019 through resolution WHA72.6 on “Global 

action on patient safety” is observed annually on 17 September. It was adopted at the 72nd World Health Assembly on 25 

May 2019. 

19. World Bamboo Day: 18 September: World Bamboo Day is observed every year on 18 September to raise awareness 

of the benefits of bamboo and to promote its use in everyday products. Bamboos are used for various purposes mainly in 

East and Southeast Asia. Bamboo is a tall, tree-like grass of the family Poaceae. It comprises more than 115 genera and 

1,400 species. The theme for the 12th edition of WBD 2021 is ‘#PlantBamboo: It Is Time To Plant Bamboo’ 

WBD was officially declared by the World Bamboo Organization on September 18 at the 8th World Bamboo Congress held 

in Bangkok in 2009. The aim of the WBO is to bring the potential of bamboo to more elevated exposure, to promote new 

cultivation of bamboo for new industries in regions across the world, and also to promote traditional uses locally for 

community economic development, etc. 

20. International Equal Pay Day: 18 September: International Equal Pay Day is celebrated on 18 September. The 

inaugural edition of the day was observed in the year 2020. The day aims to achieve equal pay for work of equal value and 

break the walls against all forms of discrimination, including discrimination against women and girls. The UN General 

Assembly adopted a resolution to observe September 18 as International Equal Pay Day, on November 15, 2019, which 

was introduced by the Equal Pay International Coalition (EPIC). The resolution was co-sponsored by a total of 105 member 

states. As well as recognising the contribution of workers’ and employers’ organizations, and businesses, the resolution 

also acknowledged the work and contribution of EPIC to achieving equal pay. 

21. World Water Monitoring Day: 18 September: The World Water Monitoring Day is observed every year on September 

18 since 2003 to increase public awareness and involvement in water monitoring and protecting water resources around 

the world. This day is celebrated to increase public awareness and involvement in water monitoring and protecting water 

resources around the world. World Water Monitoring Day engages people of all ages in monitoring the condition of local 

rivers, streams, estuaries and other water bodies. The theme of World Water Day 2021 is valuing water. 

The day was established in 2003 by America’s Clean Water Foundation (ACWF) as a global educational outreach program 

by engaging citizens to conduct basic monitoring of their local water bodies. The event is now coordinated by the Water 

Environment Federation and the International Water Association. 

22. International Coastal Clean-Up Day 2021: 18 September: The International Coastal Cleanup Day is traditionally held 

on the third Saturday in September. In 2021, the day is being held on 18 September. The theme of International Coastal 

Clean-Up Day 2021: “Keep trash in the bin and not in the ocean”. Coastal Cleanup Day was established by the Ocean 

Conservancy, an organization that works to help protect the ocean from the challenges it faces every year. The first 

International Coastal Cleanup Day was observed in 1986. The day aims to increase public awareness about the 

accumulation and negative impacts of litter in oceans, on coastlines and on beaches. 

23. International Red Panda Day 2021: The International Red Panda Day (IRPD) is celebrated on the third Saturday of 

September every year to raise public awareness and support for red panda conservation issues. In 2021, the IRPD is being 

observed on 18 September 2021. The day was launched by the Red Panda Network in 2010. The first international red 

Panda day was celebrated on 18th September 2010. 
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There are two distinct species of red pandas Ailurus fulgens is commonly known as Himalayan Red Panda and Ailurus 

fulgens styani commonly known as Chinese Red Panda, these are mostly found in the Eastern Himalayan region and 

southwestern China. Genetically the red pandas belong to the order of Carnivora, but mostly eat bamboo shoots, 

mushrooms etc and also eat birds, eggs, and insects. The average lifespan of these red pandas is 23 years and the female 

pandas stop breeding after the age of 12. 

24. International Day of Peace: 21 September: Each year the International Day of Peace is observed around the world on 

21 September. The UN General Assembly has declared this as a day devoted to strengthening the ideals of peace, through 

observing 24 hours of non-violence and cease-fire. The 2021 theme for the International Day of Peace is “Recovering 

Better for an Equitable and Sustainable World.” Celebrate peace by standing up against acts of hate online and offline, 

and by spreading compassion, kindness, and hope in the face of the pandemic, and as we recover. 

The International Day of Peace was established in 1981 by the United Nations General Assembly. Two decades later, in 

2001, the General Assembly unanimously voted to designate the Day as a period of non-violence and cease-fire. 

25. International Week of Deaf People 2021: September 20 to 26: Every year, the full week ending on the last Sunday 

of September is observed as the International Week of the Deaf (IWD). In 2021, IWD is being observed from September 

20 to 26, 2021. The last Sunday of the month of September is celebrated as the World Day of Deaf or International Day of 

the Deaf (September 26, 2021). The theme of 2021 IWD is “Celebrating Thriving Deaf Communities”. 

It is an initiative of the World Federation of the Deaf (WFD) and was first launched in 1958 in Rome, Italy to commemorate 

the month when the first World Congress of the WFD was held. 

26. World Alzheimer’s Day: 21st September: World Alzheimer’s Day is observed globally on September 21 every year. 

The day aims to raise awareness about the stigma that runs around Alzheimer disease and related dementia. World 

Alzheimer’s Day was launched at the opening of ADI’s annual conference in Edinburgh on 21 September 1994 to celebrate 

our 10th anniversary. The theme for World Alzheimer Day 2021 is “Know Dementia, Know Alzheimer’s”. 

Alzheimer’s is a progressive disease, where dementia symptoms gradually worsen over a number of years. In its early 

stages, memory loss is mild, but with late-stage Alzheimer’s, individuals lose the ability to carry on a conversation and 

respond to their environment. This disease is a degenerative brain disease that causes memory loss and makes it difficult 

or nearly impossible, to think clearly. 

27. World Rhino Day observed on 22 September: World Rhino Day is observed globally on 22 September every year. This 

day provides the opportunity for cause-related organizations, NGOs, zoos, and members of the public to celebrate rhinos 

in their own unique ways. This day is celebrated to raise awareness of the need to protect all the five existing species of 

Rhinoceros, which are: Black Rhino, White Rhino, Greater one-horned Rhino, Sumatran Rhino and Javan Rhinos. World 

Rhino Day was first announced by World Wildlife Fund-South Africa in 2010 and is being observed internationally since 

2011. 

28. International Day of Sign Languages: 23 September: The International Day of Sign Languages (IDSL) is celebrated 

annually across the world on 23 September. This day is celebrated to raise awareness of sign languages and strengthen 

the status of sign languages. The theme for the 2021 International Day of Sign Languages is “We Sign For Human 
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Rights” highlighting how each of us – deaf and hearing people around the world – can work together hand in hand to 

promote the recognition of our right to use sign languages in all areas of life. 

The proposal for the Day came from the World Federation of the Deaf (WFD), a federation of 135 national associations of 

deaf people, representing approximately 70 million deaf people’s human rights worldwide. The choice of 23 September 

commemorates the date that the WFD was established in 1951. The International Day of Sign Languages was first 

celebrated in 2018 as part of the International Week of the Deaf. 

29 World Pharmacist Day: 25 September: World Pharmacist Day is observed globally on 25th September every year. This 

day is celebrated to create awareness about the role of a pharmacist in improving health. The day was an initiative of the 

International Pharmaceutical Federation (FIP) along with the council of this organization. This year’s theme is “Pharmacy: 

Always trusted for your health“.The day was designated in 2009 by the FIP Council (International Pharmaceutical 

Federation or Federation Internationale Pharmaceutique) at the World Congress of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical 

Sciences in Istanbul, Turkey. The purpose of the day is to draw attention to pharmacies and the positive benefits they offer 

when it comes to health and FIP encourages all its members to participate to make the event a success. 

30. Nation observes Antyodaya Divas on 25 September: In India, the Antyodaya Diwas is observed every year 

on September 25, to mark the birth anniversary of Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya. Antyodaya means “uplifting the poorest 

of the poor” or “rise of the last person”. The day was declared by the Modi Government on September 25, 2014, and 

officially celebrated since 2015. 

 Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya, born in Mathura in 1916 was one of the key leaders of Bharatiya Jana Sangh from 

which the BJP later emerged. He was the leader of the Bharatiya Jana Sangh from 1953 to 1968.  

 Deendayal Upadhyaya was a humanist, economist, journalist, philosopher and abled statesman. 

 Deendayal Upadhyaya was introduced to the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) by his classmate named Baluji 

Mahashabde 

 Deendayal Upadhyaya cleared the civil services examination. He, however, didn’t join the service and became a 

volunteer of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS). 

 In the 1940s, Deendayal Upadhyaya launched ‘Rashtra Dharma’, a monthly journal, from Uttar Pradesh’s Lucknow 

for spreading the ideology of Hindutva nationalism. Later, he started ‘Panchjanya’, a weekly magazine, and a 

daily, ‘Swadesh’. 

 Deendayal Upadhyaya’s philosophical idea of ‘Integral Humanism’ was adopted in 1965 as the official doctrine of 

the Jan Sangh and later the Bharatiya Janata Party. 

 Deendayal Upadhyaya advocated ‘Samyanit Upabhog’ (sustainable consumption). He did not favour the 

exploitation of Mother Nature practised by the capitalist societies of the West. 

 Deendayal Upadhyaya was found dead under mysterious circumstances near the Mughalsarai railway station in 

Uttar Pradesh in the wee hours of February 11, 1968. Later, the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) found that he 

was killed by robbers. 
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31. World Tourism Day: 27 September: World Tourism Day is observed globally on 27th September every year. The 

purpose of this day is to raise awareness on the role of tourism within the international community and to demonstrate 

how it affects social, cultural, political and economic values worldwide. In the ongoing pandemic times, it is important to 

raise awareness about the tourism sector given that 90% of world heritages sites closed as a result of the pandemic last 

year and young people in rural communities were unemployed. The theme for World Tourism Day 2021 is “Tourism for 

Inclusive Growth”. UNWTO has designated it as an opportunity to look beyond tourism statistics and acknowledge that, 

behind every number, there is a person. 

Ever since 1980, World Tourism Day is celebrated annually across the world on September 27. It was on this day 

in 1970 when the Statutes of the United Nations World Tourism Organization were adopted which are considered a 

milestone in global tourism. 

32. International Day for the Total Elimination of Nuclear Weapons: The United Nations observes 26 September every 

year as the International Day for the Total Elimination of Nuclear Weapons. The aim of the day is to enhance public 

awareness about the threat posed to humanity by nuclear weapons and the necessity for their total elimination. It 

provides an opportunity to educate the public and their leaders about the real benefits of eliminating such weapons, and 

the social and economic costs of perpetuating them. 

The General Assembly declared the International Day in December 2013, in its resolution 68/32 as a follow-up to the high-

level meeting of the General Assembly on nuclear disarmament held on 26 September 2013, in New York. This was the 

latest in a series of efforts by the General Assembly to raise public awareness and to seek deeper engagement on nuclear 

disarmament matters. 

33. World Environmental Health Day: 26 September: The International Federation of Environmental Health 

(IFEH) declared to observe World Environmental Health Day on 26 September every year. This day is celebrated to shed 

the light on important work of environmental health around the world. The day is important in the current situation as 

most parts of the world continue to recover from the ongoing coronavirus pandemic situation. In such times, the 

importance of the Environmental Health workforce has been highlighted more than ever before. The theme for the 2021 

World Environmental Health Day: Prioritizing Environmental Health for healthier communities in the global recovery. 

In 2011, the International Federation of Environmental Health (IFEH) declared to observe World Environmental Health Day 

on 26 September. The day was started by the Federation during a meeting in Indonesia on this day in 2011. 

34. World Rivers Day 2021: 26 September: World Rivers Day is celebrated every year on the “Fourth Sunday of 

September” since 2005, to raise global awareness of the need to support, protect and preserve the rivers around the 

world. In 2021, World Rivers Day is being celebrated on 26 September. The theme for World Rivers Day 2021 

is “Waterways in our communities” with a specific emphasis on the need to conserve and repair urban waterways, which 

are frequently under stress. 

Mark Angelo, a well-known river environmentalist, addressed the United Nations in 2005 during its Water for Life 

campaign, a decade-long effort to raise awareness about vulnerable water supplies throughout the world. Angelo called 

for an annual World Rivers Day to help the cause gain traction. 
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35. World Rabies Day: 28 September: World Rabies Day is celebrated annually on September 28 to raise awareness 

about the impact of rabies on humans and animals, provide information and advice on how to prevent the disease and 

take efforts to control rabies. 2021 is the 15th edition of World Rabies Day. The theme for the WRD in 2021 is ‘Rabies: 

Facts, not Fear’. The day also marks the death anniversary of the French chemist and microbiologist, Louis Pasteur’, who 

developed the first rabies vaccine. 

36. International Day for Universal Access to Information: The International Day for the Universal Access to Information 

(commonly known as Access to Information Day) is observed globally on 28th September every year. Universal access to 

information means that everyone has the right to seek, receive and impart information for healthy and inclusive 

knowledge societies. The International Day for Universal Access to Information 2021 highlights the importance of 

expanding access to information laws, and their implementation worldwide to build back strong institutions for 

sustainable development and to uphold the vision of information as a public good, as well as to strengthen international 

cooperation in the field of implementing the right to information as a fundamental right. Furthermore, the global 

discussions on “building back better” remain context-adaptive to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

On 17 November 2015, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) declared 28 

September as International Day for Universal Access to Information. Considering that several civil society organizations 

and government bodies in the world have adopted and currently celebrate this observance, the UN General Assembly also 

adopted 28 September 2019 as the International Day for Universal Access to Information. 

37. International Day of Awareness of Food Loss and Waste: International Day of Awareness of Food Loss and Waste is 

celebrated on September 29, since 2020, to promote and implement global efforts to resolve the issue of food wastage. 

The United Nations General Assembly designated 29 September as the International Day of Awareness of Food Loss and 

Waste in 2019. The theme for 2021 is Stop food loss and waste. For the people. For the planet. The main objective of this 

day is to take steps towards responsible consumption and production as well as zero hunger, along with working towards 

addressing the problem of climate change through sustainable food habits. 

In 2019, the 74th United Nations General Assembly designated 29 September as the International Day of Awareness of 

Food Loss and Waste, recognizing the fundamental role that sustainable food production plays in promoting food security 

and nutrition. 

38. World Heart Day Observed On September 29: World Heart Day is celebrated on 29 September annually to draw 

people’s attention to heart illness and the range of associated health issues.  The day which is celebrated annually creates 

awareness of Cardiovascular Disease (CVD) including heart disease & stroke and highlights the preventive and control 

measures. The day was created by the World Heart Federation, to raise awareness about cardiovascular disease, including 

heart disease and stroke. 

World Health Day was first founded in 1999 with the World Heart Federation (WHF) collaborating with the World Health 

Organisation (WHO). The idea of an annual event was conceived by Antoni Bayés de Luna, the president of WHF from 

1997-2011. Originally, World Heart Day was observed on the last Sunday of September, with the first celebration taking 

place on September 24, 2000. 
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39. International Translation Day: 30 September: Every year, International Translation Day is marked on 30 

September. The International Federation of Translators (FIT) organise the day ever since it was set up in 1953. The day 

aims to celebrate the work of language translation professionals which facilitates dialogue, understanding and 

cooperation, contributing to the development and strengthening of world peace and security. International Translation 

Day 2021 theme: “United in translation”. The International Federation of Translators (FIT) organise the day ever since it 

was set up in 1953. The first official celebration of ITD was held in 1991. The day also marks the feast of St. Jerome, the 

Bible translator who is considered the patron saint of translators. 

40. World Maritime Day 2021: 30 September: World Maritime Day 2021 is observed globally on 30th September. The 

exact date of celebrating World Maritime Day is left to the individual governments but is usually celebrated during the last 

week in September. The theme of World Maritime Day 2021 is “Seafarers at the core of shipping’s future”. The theme for 

this year reflects a clear need to raise awareness of seafarersʹ crucial role in world trade and increase their visibility. The 

World Maritime theme for 2021 will provide the opportunity to focus on seafarers as the people at the heart of shipping, 

while also allowing for activities to delve into specific topics relevant to the role of the seafarer in safety, maritime 

security, environmental protection and seafarersʹ well-being; and the future of seafaring against a backdrop of increased 

digitalization and automation. 

11. Agreements Current Affairs – September 2021 

1. Axis Bank ties up with BharatPe for PoS business: Axis Bank has partnered with BharatPe for the point of sale (PoS) 

business of BharatPe named BharatSwipe. Under the partnership, Axis Bank will be the acquiring bank for BharatSwipe 

and will provide acceptance of credit and debit cards for merchants associated with BharatPe. The partnership will help 

BharatPe to expand its merchant acquiring business in India. 

BharatPe’s PoS machine BharatSwipe has an installed base of 100,000 across 16 cities, processing around Rs 1,400 crore 

per month. BharatPe clocked an annualised transaction value of $2 billion on PoS terminals at the end of FY21. The 

company has set a target of $6 billion in transaction processed value (TPV) by FY22. 

2. India and US inks Project Agreement for Air-Launched Unmanned Aerial Vehicle: The Ministry of Defence, the 

Government of India and US Department of Defence have signed a Project Agreement (PA) for Air-Launched Unmanned 

Aerial Vehicle (ALUAV). This agreement is signed under the Joint Working Group Air Systems in the Defence Technology 

and Trade Initiative (DTTI).  The PA for ALUAV is part of the Research, Development, Testing and Evaluation (RDT&E) 

Memorandum of Agreement, which was first signed between the Ministry of Defence and the US Department of Defence, 

in January 2006 and renewed in January 2015. The RDT&E aims at deepening defence technology collaboration between 

the two nations through the co-development of defence equipment. 

 Under the collaboration, the two countries will work towards the design, development, demonstration, testing 

and evaluation of systems to co-develop an ALUAV Prototype. 

 The DTTI aims to bring sustained leadership focus to promote collaborative technology exchange and create 

opportunities for co-production and co-development of future technologies for Indian and US military forces. 
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3. HDFC Bank partners with NSIC to provide credit support to MSMEs: HDFC Bank has signed a memorandum of 

understanding (MoU) with the National Small Industries Corporation (NSIC) for providing credit support to the micro, 

small and medium enterprise (MSME) sector. The branches of HDFC bank will extend support to the MSME projects in the 

areas they are located in and to other important industrial sectors across the country. Under this, the country’s largest 

private sector bank will also provide MSMEs with a set of specially-tailored schemes to enhance their competitiveness. 

National Small Industries Corporation (NSIC), is an ISO 9001:2015 certified Government of India Enterprise under the 

Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME). 

4. NPCI partners with Liquid Group to enable UPI QR-based payments acceptance: NPCI International Payments Ltd 

(NIPL) has partnered with Liquid Group Pte. Ltd. (Liquid Group) to enable UPI QR-based payments acceptance in 10 

markets across North Asia and Southeast Asia. This partnership will help BHIM App users to make UPI QR-based 

payments in the 10 markets of Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand, Philippines, Vietnam, Cambodia, Hong Kong, Taiwan, 

South Korea, and Japan, from early 2022. This strategic partnership with Liquid Group is a formidable step towards 

achieving our vision of taking our robust and popular payments solutions to global markets. This will enable UPI QR-based 

payment acceptance and scale-up in Asian markets. 

Liquid Group is a leading cross-border digital payments provider, is headquartered in Singapore. It operates a QR payment 

acceptance network that enables the cross-border acceptance of payment schemes and digital payment apps. 

5. Niti Aayog tie-up with ISRO,CBSE launch ‘Space Challenge’ for school students: Niti Aayog’s Atal Innovation Mission in 

collaboration with ISRO and CBSE has launched ‘Space Challenge’ for school students across India. This challenge has been 

designed for all the school students, mentors and teachers across the country who not only are associated with schools 

having Atal Tinkering Labs (ATL) labs but for all the non-ATL schools as well. The aim of this challenge is to enable 

innovation among young school students to create something in the space sector that will not only help them learn about 

the space but create something that the space programme can use itself. 

 The Aayog is running initiatives like Atal Incubation Centres and ATLs to promote entrepreneurship and 

innovation. 

 This is to ensure that students of classes 6 to 12 are given an open platform where they can innovate and enable 

themselves to solve digital age space technology problems. 

 The ATL Space Challenge 2021 aligns with the World Space Week 2021 which is being observed from October 4-10 

each year at the global level in order to celebrate the contributions of space science and technology. 

6. HDFC Bank ties up with Paytm to launch co-branded credit cards: HDFC Bank has announced its partnership with 

leading payments company Paytm, to offer co-branded credit cards on the Visa platform to businesspersons, millennials 

and merchants. The HDFC Bank-Paytm co-branded credit cards will be launched in October during the festive season to 

tap into the high consumer demand for credit cards, equated monthly instalments (EMIs), and buy now pay later (BNPL) 

options and the full suite of products will be offered by the end of December 2021. 

 The collaboration between HDFC Bank and Paytm is part of the strategies of the HDFC Bank to regain its lost 

market share in the credit card space due to the ban imposed on it by RBI for eight months as a penalty, following 

several outages in its digital offerings. 
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 HDFC Bank and Paytm will also collaborate to introduce business credit cards, which will offer a host of benefits 

for merchant partners from the smaller cities and towns of India and enable them to get easier access to credit 

with instant and paperless approvals. 

7. Zee Entertainment & Sony Pictures signs merger deal: The Board of Directors of ZEE Entertainment Enterprises Limited 

(ZEEL) has unanimously approved the merger of the company with Sony Pictures Networks India (SPNI). As a part of the 

merger, shareholders of SPNI will also infuse growth capital into SPNI, which will make them the majority stakeholder in 

the merged entity. The merged entity will be listed on the Indian stock exchanges. 

 Zee Entertainment will hold 47.07 per cent stake, while Sony India will hold a 52.93 per cent stake in the 

combined company. 

 Following the merger, Sony India will have the right to appoint the majority of directors to the merged company. 

 Puneet Goenka, the CEO of Zee Entertainment, will be the MD and CEO of the merged entity for a period of 5 

years. 

8. BPCL, SBI Card launch co-branded RuPay contactless credit card: Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited 

(BPCL) and SBI Card have joined hands to launch the ‘BPCL SBI Card co-branded RuPay Contactless Credit Card, offering 

fuel and other benefits. The card will provide rewarding fuel savings and other benefits to the customers. Cardholders will 

also get accelerated savings on other categories of spends, which include groceries, departmental stores, dining, and 

movies. 

 As per the details revealed, users of BPCL SBI Card RuPay will get 13X reward points on every ₹100 spent on fuel 

purchases at BPCL petrol pumps and 1% fuel surcharge waiver on every transaction up to ₹4,000. 

 This will translate to a 4.25% value back. Customers using this card will earn 2,000 activation bonus reward points 

worth ₹500 on payment of the joining fee. 

9. NPCI tie-up with YES Bank for ‘On-the-Go’ payment solution: The National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) has 

partnered with private sector lender YES Bank to launch first-of-its-kind ‘RuPay On-the-Go’ contactless payments 

solutions. The RuPay On-the-Go contactless solution is mainly a wearable payment solution, launched to enable customers 

to make small and large value transactions from accessories that they wear every day. The solution would eliminate the 

need to carry a physical card, and customers can use the solution at RuPay contactless-enabled PoS at retail outlets and 

pay up to Rs 5,000 without the need for a PIN. The solution is based on a simple ‘Tap, pay, go’ mechanism. It has been 

launched in association with fintech infrastructure partner Neokred and manufacturing partner Seshaasai. 

12. Books & Authors Current Affairs – September 2021 

1. Know Your Rights and Claim Them: A Guide for Youth by Angelina Jolie: Hollywood actress Angelina Jolie has recently 

announced her upcoming book, titled “Know Your Rights and Claim Them: A Guide for Youth”. The book has been 

written jointly by Angelina Jolie, Amnesty International and human rights lawyer Geraldine Van Bueren QC.  This book will 
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be helpful to young people and children from around the world in making them aware of their rights and how to claim 

these rights decided years ago based on what would make them healthy, balanced, safe and stable adults. 

2. A book title “A Rude Life: The Memoir” by Vir Sanghvi: Vir Sanghvi, one of India’s most recognised journalists, has 

come out with a memoir titled A Rude Life. ‘A Rude Life: The Memoir’ has been published by Penguin Random House. 

Through this book, the author has shared his views and experience of the most eventful careers in Indian journalism, 

including his personal life, stories of and about celebrities and politicians, middlemen and behind-the-scene actors. Vir 

Sanghvi is an Indian print and television journalist, author, columnist and talk show host, who worked with Hindustan 

Times from 1999 to 2007, after which he continued at the paper as a columnist. 

3. Tamannaah Bhatia unveils her book titled ‘Back to the Roots’: Actress Tamannaah Bhatia launched her book ‘Back to 

the Roots’. She has co-authored the book with celebrity lifestyle coach Luke Coutinho. The book is based on intensive 

research and mentions India’s ancient secrets of health and wellness. All the chapters in ‘Back To the Roots’ are complete 

with tried-and-tested secrets that have served generations of this country.” 

4. A book titled “Gita Govinda: Jaydeva’s Divine Odyssey” by Utpal K. Banerjee: Union Minister of Culture Shri Kishan 

Reddy Gangapuram has launched a book titled “Gita Govinda: Jaydeva’s Divine Odyssey” authored by Dr Utpal K. 

Banerjee. The book is the first-ever fully-rhymed translation of the book GeetaGovindam by great 12th-century poet 

Jayadeva. Union Minister also launched a programme named ‘BujurgonkiBaat–DeshKeSaath’ that aims at enhancing the 

interaction between the youth and the elder persons who are 95 years and above and thus have spent around 18 years in 

India before independence. 

5. A book “Bullets Over Bombay: Satya and the Hindi Film Gangster” by Uday Bhatia: A new book has titled “Bullets Over 

Bombay: Satya and the Hindi Film Gangster” authored by Uday Bhatia. The Book deals with the testimonies from Ram 

Gopal Varma, Anurag Kashyap, Manoj Bajpayee, Vishal Bhardwaj, Saurabh Shukla.  Uday Bhatia is a film critic with Mint 

Lounge in Delhi. He has previously worked with Time Out Delhi and The Sunday Guardian. His writing has appeared in The 

Caravan, GQ, The Indian Quarterly, The Indian Express and The Hindu Business Line. 

6. Manohar Lal Khattar releases book titled ‘Haryana Environment and Pollution Code’: Haryana Chief Minister, 

Manohar Lal released the book ‘Haryana Environment and Pollution Code’ compiled by former IAS officer and famous poet 

Smt. Dheera Khandelwal. The book will prove useful to the entrepreneurs, who were deprived of complete knowledge of 

laws and regulations related to the environment for setting up new ventures. Students, law researchers and practitioners 

will also benefit from this book. 

7. A book titled ‘Human Rights and Terrorism in India’ by Subramanian Swamy: A book has titled ‘Human Rights and 

Terrorism in India’ authored by BJP MP Subramanian Swamy. He has come out with a book “Human Rights and Terrorism 

in India” which traces how the combating of terrorism can be harmonised with human and fundamental rights within 

reasonable restrictions that are permitted by the Constitution and upheld by the Supreme Court. It is the thesis of this 

study that to deter terror, India as a nation must foster a concept of identity. The release of three dreaded terrorists in 

exchange for hijacked Indian Airlines passengers in Afghanistan’s Kandahar in 1999 is the “worst capitulation” to terrorists 

in India”s modern history. 
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8. Jhumpa Lahiri to launch her new book ‘Translating Myself and Others’:  The Pulitzer Prize-winning noted fiction 

writer, Jhumpa Lahiri, is set to launch her new book titled ‘Translating Myself and Others’, which will highlight her work 

as a translator. The new book is planned to be out in Spring 2022. It will be a collection of essays that reflect Lahiri’s 

experiences on the meaning of translation, translating her own writing, and writing across languages. The book will be 

published by Princeton University Press. 

9. Rajnath Singh launches a book title ‘Shining Sikh Youth of India’: The Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has 

released a book titled ‘Shining Sikh Youth of India’ in New Delhi, as a part of the commemoration of the 400th birth 

anniversary of Guru Tegh Bahadur, the ninth Guru of Sikhs. The book has been authored by Dr Prabhleen 

Singh, administrative officer at the Punjabi University, Patiala. It covers 100 inspirational and motivational success stories 

of Sikh youth in India who have done exemplary work in their respective fields. 

10. Book title “The Three Khans: And the Emergence of New India” by Kaveree Bamzai: A book has titled “The Three 

Khans: And the Emergence of New India” authored by Kaveree Bamzai. In the book, senior journalist, Kaveree Bamzai has 

juxtaposed the careers of the 3 Khans, Aamir, Shah Rukh, & Salman, with the most tumultuous times in the history of the 

republic. Art often responds to social and political dimensions,& in a country short of role models, film stars often play 

double roles. 

11. Chetan Bhagat releases trailer of his upcoming book ‘400 Days’: Chetan Bhagat will release his new novel titled ‘400 

Days’ on October 08, 2021. He has released the cover for the same. It is the third novel in the Keshav-Saurabh series, 

after ‘The Girl in Room 105’ and ‘One Arranged Murder’. The novel is a tale of suspense, human relationships, love, 

friendship, the crazy world we live in and, above all, a mother’s determination to never give up. 

12. A audiobook title ‘Jungle Nama’ released by Amitav Ghosh: Amitav Ghosh’s “Jungle Nama” has now been released 

as an audiobook with music and voice of US-based Ali Sethi. Jungle Nama evokes the wonder of the Sundarban through its 

poetry, accompanied by stunning artwork by the renowned artist Salman Toor. This is an illuminated edition of a fabulous 

folk tale that every book lover will want to possess. 

Jungle Nama is Amitav Ghosh’s verse adaptation of an episode from the legend of Bon Bibi, a tale popular in the villages of 

the Sundarban, which also lies at the heart of the novel The Hungry Tide. It is the story of the avaricious rich merchant 

Dhona, the poor lad Dukhey, and his mother; it is also the story of Dokkhin Rai, a mighty spirit who appears to humans as a 

tiger, of Bon Bibi, the benign goddess of the forest, and her warrior brother Shah Jongoli. 

13. The Long Game: How the Chinese Negotiate with India by Vijay Gokhale: A book titled “The Long Game: How the 

Chinese Negotiate with India” authored by Vijay Gokhale. In this new book, former foreign secretary of India, Vijay 

Gokhale, unpacks the dynamics of India-China relations through the prism of six historical and recent events. The book 

gives a practitioner’s insight into strategies, tactics, and tools that China uses for diplomatic negotiations. His 1st book is 

“Tiananmen Square: The Making of a Protest” was published earlier this month. 

14. A book title “The Fractured Himalaya” authored by Nirupama Rao: A book titled “The Fractured Himalaya: How the 

Past Shadows the Present in India-China Relations”, authored by Nirupama Rao. The book traces how the origins of the 

dispute between India and China form part of a living history that shapes their fractious relationship today. Understanding 
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this complex panorama yields lessons for all of us who seek a wider perspective on China and its profile in the Indo-Pacific. 

Nirupama Rao is a former Foreign Secretary. 

15. A new book title “The Battle of Rezang La” written by Kulpreet Yadav: A new book has titled “The Battle of Rezang 

La” written by Kulpreet Yadav. A new book tells the story of 120 Indian soldiers who put up a valiant fight against the 

5,000-strong Chinese military troops in the 1962 Indo-China war, preventing a possible occupation of the entire Ladakh 

region. The Battle of Rezang La”, published under Penguin Random House’s ”Veer” imprint, is written by ex-naval officer 

and author Kulpreet Yadav. 

16. Indra Nooyi memoir “The secrets to balancing work and family life”: In her book, My Life in Full: Work, Family and 

our Future, Indra Nooyi focuses on the importance that organisational support plays in working women’s lives. For 

instance, she lists the offer of three months of paid leave by BCG to take care of her father in India when he was diagnosed 

with cancer. Indra Nooyi tells the story of that journey in her memoir, My Life in Full (published by Hachette India) in 313 

pages that are packed with her experiences of settling in America, negotiating the boardroom, balancing work and family 

life and what the pandemic has meant for workplaces. 

13. Defence Current Affairs – September 2021 

1. India Conducts Maritime Partnership Exercise with Algerian Navy: The Indian Naval Ship, INS Tabar, is on her goodwill 

visit to the number of ports in Africa and Europe since June 2021 till September 2021. As a part of this visit, INS Tabar took 

part in the Maiden Maritime Partnership Exercise with Algerian Navy, off the Algerian coast, in the Mediterranean 

Sea. The Algerian Naval Ship ANS Ezzadjer participated in the exercise. 

 The objective of the exercise was to enhance interoperability, understand the concept of operations followed by 

each other, and opened the possibility of increasing interaction and collaboration between the two navies in the 

future. 

 INS Tabar is a Talwar-class stealth Frigate built in Russia for the Indian Navy. The ship is a part of the Indian Navy’s 

Western Fleet, based in Mumbai. 

2. Indian Army contingent to participate in Exercise ZAPAD 2021: Indian Army will participate in Exercise ZAPAD 2021, a 

Multi Nation exercise being held at Nizhniy in Russia from 3-16 September. ZAPAD 2021 is one of the theatre level 

exercises of the Russian Armed Forces and will focus primarily on operations against terrorists. Over a dozen countries 

from the Eurasian and South Asian Regions will participate in this signature event. 

 The exercise aims to enhance military and strategic ties amongst the participating nations while they plan and 

execute this exercise. 

 The Indian contingent has been put through a strenuous training schedule that encompasses all facets of 

conventional operations including mechanised, airborne and heliborne, counter-terrorism, combat conditioning 

and firing. 
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 In all, 17 countries are participating in ZAPAD including Mongolia, Armenia, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, 

Serbia, Russia, India and Belarus. 

 Pakistan, China, Vietnam, Malaysia, Bangladesh, Myanmar, Uzbekistan and Sri Lanka are observers at the 

exercises. 

3. Gujarat to host Defence Expo 2022: The next Defence Expo will be hosted by Gujarat in 2022. This was announced by 

chief minister Vijay Rupani. The Memorandum of Understanding has been signed between the Department of Defence 

Production and the Gujarat Government in this regard. About 100 countries are expected to participate in this biannual 

event. Defence Expo-2022 will be held in Gandhinagar from 10th to 13th March next year. The aim of Defense Expo 2022 

is to move from Make in India to make for the world. The Defence Expo-2022 will focus on making India a Defence 

manufacturing hub. 

4. 28th Singapore-India Maritime Bilateral Exercise ‘SIMBEX-2021’: The 28th edition of the Singapore-India Maritime 

Bilateral Exercise (SIMBEX) took place from September 02 to 04, 2021. The SIMBEX-2021 annual bilateral maritime 

exercise was hosted by the Republic of Singapore Navy (RSN) in the southern fringes of the South China Sea. 

 The Indian Navy was represented by Guided Missile Destroyer INS Ranvijay with a shipborne helicopter, ASW 

Corvette INS Kiltan and Guided Missile Corvette INS Kora and one P8I Long Range Maritime Patrol Aircraft. 

 The exercise aimed to strengthen the bilateral defence ties between both countries. This year’s edition of SIMBEX 

is also a special occasion as it takes place during the ongoing celebrations of the 75th year of India’s 

independence. 

 The success of SIMBEX-2021 is yet another demonstration of the mutual resolve on both sides to strengthen the 

bilateral partnership further in the years ahead. 

5. Naval exercise between India and Australia- ‘AUSINDEX’ begins: The 4th edition of AUSINDEX, a bilateral navy exercise 

between the Indian Navy and the Royal Australian Navy has begun from September 06, 2021, and will continue up to 

September 10, 2021. Indian Navy Task Group comprises INS Shivalik and INS Kadmatt. This edition of AUSINDEX includes 

complex surface, sub-surface and air operations between ships, submarines, helicopters and Long Range Maritime Patrol 

Aircraft of the participating Navies. 

Commenced in 2015 as a bilateral IN-RAN maritime exercise, AUSINDEX has grown in complexity over the years and the 

3rd edition of the exercise, held in 2019 in the Bay of Bengal, included anti-submarine drills for the first time. 

6. IAF chief attends Pacific Air Chiefs Symposium 2021 in Hawaii: Air Chief Marshal RKS Bhadauria attended a three-day-

long Pacific Air Chiefs Symposium 2021 at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam in Hawaii. The event themed ”Enduring 

Cooperation towards Regional Stability” was attended by air chiefs from countries in the Indo-Pacific region. Bhadauria 

was nominated as the Dean for the symposium. India, the US, Australia, Japan and many other like-minded countries are 

working towards ensuring a free, open and inclusive Indo-Pacific. The symposium saw deliberations through panel 

discussions, tabletop exercises and keynote addresses on topics ranging from aspects of regional security to cooperation 

amongst air forces for humanitarian and disaster relief operations. 
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7. Indian Navy’s aviation wing honoured with prestigious President’s Colour award: President Ram Nath Kovind has 

awarded the President’s Colour to the Indian Naval Aviation at a ceremonial parade held at the INS Hansa base near 

Panjim in Goa. The president was given the guard of honour by the Indian Navy on the occasion. The President’s Colour is 

the highest honour bestowed on a military unit in recognition of its exceptional service to the nation. The Indian Navy was 

the first amongst the Indian Armed Forces to be awarded the President’s Colour on 27 May 1951 by Dr Rajendra Prasad, 

the then President of India. Subsequent recipients of the President’s Colour in the Navy include Southern Naval Command, 

Eastern Naval Command, Western Naval Command, Eastern Fleet, Western Fleet, Submarine Arm, INS Shivaji and the 

Indian Naval Academy. 

8. India’s first long-range nuclear missile tracking ship INS Dhruv commissioned: India’s first nuclear-missile tracking ship, 

named INS Dhruv, has been commissioned from Visakhapatnam in Andhra Pradesh. The 10,00 tonnes satellite and ballistic 

missile tracking ship has been built by the Hindustan Shipyard Limited in collaboration with the DRDO and National 

Technical Research Organisation (NTRO). 

 INS Dhruv is capable of tracking nuclear missiles at a long range, which makes it useful to provide early warning of 

attacks by ballistic missiles launched from Pakistan and China. 

 India now joins an elite list of countries consisting of France, the US, the UK, Russia, and China, who possess and 

operate such ships. 

9. Indian military participates in SCO Exercise ‘Peaceful Mission’ 2021: The Indian military contingent comprising of an all 

arms combined force of 200 personnel is participating in the Exercise PEACEFUL MISSION -2021, a Joint Counter Terrorism 

Exercise between Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) member states. The Exercise PEACEFUL MISSION- 2021 is 

being hosted by Russia in the Orenburg Region of South-West Russia from September 13 to 25, 2021. In 2021, 

the 6th edition of the biennial multilateral Exercise PEACEFUL MISSION is being undertaken. The aim of the exercise is to 

foster close relations between SCO member states and to enhance the abilities of the military leaders to command multi-

national military contingents. The exercise will enable sharing of best practices between the Armed Forces of SCO nations. 

The exercise will also provide an opportunity to the Armed Forces of SCO Nations to train in Counter-Terrorism Operations 

in an urban scenario in a multinational and joint environment. 

The Indian military contingent comprising of an all arms combined force of 200 personnel to include 38 personnel from 

the Indian Air Force is participating in the Exercise PEACEFUL MISSION -2021. The Indian contingent was inducted to the 

exercise area by two IL-76 aircrafts. Prior to their departure, the contingent underwent training and preparation under the 

aegis of South Western Command. 

10. 3-day Indian Army Chief’s Conclave in Delhi begins: The 8th edition of the Indian Army Chief’s Conclave, a gathering 

of serving and former Chiefs of Army Staff of the Indian Army, organised at New Delhi from September 16-18. The 

highlight of the three-day event will be the invite extended to former Chiefs of the Nepali Army, who were also Chiefs of 

the Indian Army. 

 The Conclave is a forum for the exchange of ideas between the old guard and the current leadership of the Indian 

Army. It will involve discussions on the rapid transformation of the Indian Army, self-reliance through Atmanirbhar 

and Make in India initiatives in defence manufacturing and skilling of the Indian soldier to fight modern wars. 
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 The former Army Chiefs will pay homage to the fallen brave hearts during a wreath-laying ceremony at the 

National War Memorial. 

 The Chiefs will also interact with members of the Society of Indian Defence Manufacturers where they will be 

apprised of the institutional symbiosis between the Indian Army and indigenous private defence manufacturers. 

 The Chiefs are also scheduled to meet the prodigious soldiers who earned laurels for the Nation in the recently 

concluded Olympic Games at Tokyo. 

11. Indo-Nepal joint military exercise Surya Kiran-XV to begin at Pithoragarh: The 15th edition of Indo–Nepal Joint 

Military Training Exercise Surya Kiran will be held from September 20, 2021, at Pithoragarh in Uttarakhand. The previous 

edition of the Exercise Surya Kiran was conducted in Nepal in 2019. The exercise was called off in 2020, due to the Covid-

19 pandemic. 

 The Indian Army and Nepali Army would share their experiences of various counter-insurgency operations, and 

familiarise themselves with each other’s weapons, equipment, tactics, techniques and procedures of operating in 

a counter-insurgency environment in mountainous terrain. 

 The joint military training will help in improving bilateral relations and further strengthen the traditional friendship 

between the two nations. 

12. Indian & Indonesian Navy participate in 3rd edition of ‘Samudra Shakti’: The 3rd edition of Bilateral 

Exercise ‘Samudra Shakti’ is scheduled from September 20 to Sep 22. Indian Naval Ships Shivalik and Kadmatt had 

already arrived in Jakarta, Indonesia in the preparedness of this one of a kind exercise aimed at improving bilateral ties 

between India and Indonesia. The Indian navy will be participating in Samudra Shakti with the Indonesian navy to enhance 

mutual understanding and interoperability in maritime operations between the two navies. 

 The exercise that will also see the Indonesian Army take part in it, will provide an appropriate platform to share 

best practices and develop a common understanding of Maritime Security Operations. 

 In pursuance of India’s Act East Policy, Exercise ‘Samudra Shakti’ was conceived in 2018 as a bilateral IN-IDN 

exercise. 

 The exercise has matured in complexity over the last two editions and involves the conduct of complex maritime 

operations including Military Interdiction Operations (MIO), Cross Deck Landings, Air Defence serials, Practice 

Weapon Firings, Replenishment Approaches and Tactical Manoeuvres. 

13. India Army to organise ‘Bijoya Sanskritik Mahotsav’ in Kolkata: Indian Army will organize “Bijoya Sanskritik 

Mahotsav” from 26 to 29 September in Kolkata. This Mahotsav will be observed to mark the golden jubilee of the India-

Pak war 1971. The event will be inaugurated by Lieutenant General Manoj Pande, Army Commander, Eastern Command. 

Various cultural programs including a film screening, theatre plays, musical concerts, and band performances will be 

conducted during this event. It will be organized as part of the Swarnim Vijay Varsha celebrations to commemorate the 

golden jubilee of the India-Pak war. 
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The war started on 3 December 1971 and ended on 16 December 1971. It was a military confrontation between India and 

Pakistan for the Independence of Bangladesh. 

The war started when Pakistan launched airstrikes on 11 Indian airbases. It was perhaps the first time in which India’s all 

three forces fought in unison. 

The war ended after the chief of the Pakistani forces, General Amir Abdullah Khan Niazi, along with 93,000 troops, 

surrendered to the joint forces of the Indian Army and Bangladesh’s Mukti Bahini. 

On August 2, 1972, India and Pakistan signed the Shimla Agreement under which the former agreed to release all the 

93,000 Pakistani prisoners of war. 

14. Defence ministry places order for 118 Arjun Mk-1A tanks: Ministry of Defence will procure 118 Main Battle Tanks, 

MBTs Arjun Mk-1A for the Indian Army. The order was worth Rs 7,523 crore with Heavy Vehicles Factory, Avadi to sharpen 

the army’s combat edge. It will support the Make in India initiative in the defence sector and it will help in achieving the 

goal of Aatmanirbhar Bharat. 

 The Main Battle Tank Mk-1A is a new variant of the Arjun Tank. It has been designed to enhance firepower, 

mobility, and survivability. 

 Arjun Tank has been part of the Indian Army for the last 15 years. It has been designed and developed by Combat 

Vehicles Research and Development Establishment (CVRDE). 

 It will be manufactured at the government’s Heavy Vehicles Factory in Chennai. It can work during day and night 

conditions and can hit the target in both static and dynamic modes. 

15. DRDO conducts successful maiden flight test of Akash Prime Missile: The Defence Research and Development 

Organisation (DRDO) has carried a successful maiden test flight of a new version of the Akash Missile named ‘Akash 

Prime’ from Integrated Test Range (ITR), Chandipur, Odisha. The success of the test flight demonstrates the competence 

of DRDO in the design and development of world-class Missile systems. The missile intercepted and destroyed an 

unmanned aerial target mimicking enemy aircraft, in its maiden flight test after improvements. In comparison to the 

existing Akash System, Akash Prime is equipped with an indigenous active Radio Frequency (RF) seeker for improved 

accuracy. Other improvements also ensure more reliable performance under low-temperature environments at higher 

altitudes. A modified ground system of the existing Akash weapon system has been used for the current flight test. The 

range stations of ITR comprising Radars, Electro-Optical Tracking System (EOTS) and Telemetry stations monitored the 

missile trajectory and flight parameters. 

16. Lt Gen Gurbirpal Singh takes charge as DG of NCC: Lieutenant General Gurbirpal Singh has taken charge as the 34th 

Director-General of the National Cadet Corps (NCC). He succeeds Lt Gen Tarun Kumar Aich. He was commissioned into the 

PARACHUTE REGIMENT in 1987. An alumnus of the National Defence Academy, Khadakwasla, Indian Military Academy, 

Dehradun as well as NCC, he attended the Defence Services Staff College in Wellington and the National Defence College 

Course in New Delhi. Lt Gen Singh has been a Company Commander in the counter-insurgency environment in Nagaland 

and the Siachen Glacier. 
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14. Obituaries Current Affairs – September 2021 

1. Bigg Boss 13 winner Sidharth Shukla passes away: Bigg Boss 13 winner actor Sidharth Shukla has passed away. He has 

been a part of films like Humpty Sharma Ke Dulhania. The actor’s last screen outing was Ekta Kapoor’s popular show 

‘Broken But Beautiful 3’ in which he played the role of Agastya. He is known for his roles in daily soaps such as “Balika 

Vadhu” and “Dil Se Dil Tak”. He is also popular for his tints in reality shows such as “Jhalak Dikhhla Jaa 6”, “Fear Factor: 

Khatron Ke Khiladi” and “Bigg Boss 13”. 

2. Veteran Hurriyat leader Syed Ali Geelani passes away: Veteran Kashmiri separatist leader and former chief of the All 

Parties Hurriyat Conference (APHC), Syed Ali Shah Geelani passed away. He was 91 years old. Syed Ali Gilani was born on 

September 29, 1929, to Syed Peer Shah Gilani of Zoori Munz village in Tehsil Bandipora. Gilani received his early education 

at Sopore and finished his studies at the Oriental College, Lahore Pakistan. 

3. Senior Journalist and former Rajya Sabha MP Chandan Mitra passes away: Former Rajya Sabha MP and senior 

journalist Chandan Mitra has passed away. He was the Editor and Managing Director of The Pioneer newspaper in New 

Delhi. Mitra was nominated as a member of the Rajya Sabha from August 2003 to 2009. In June 2010, Mitra was elected 

to another term in the Rajya Sabha by BJP from Madhya Pradesh. His term ended in 2016. In July 2018, he resigned from 

the BJP and joined the Trinamool Congress (TMC). 

4. Former IOC President Jacques Rogge passes away: Former President of the International Olympic Committee (IOC), 

Jacques Rogge has passed away. He had spent 12 years as president of IOC, from 2001 to 2013, overseeing three summer 

Games and three winter Games, as well as creating the Youth Olympics. He was then succeeded by Thomas Bach. He was 

the 8th President of IOC. 

6. Former France Footballer Jean-Pierre Adams Passes Away: Former France footballer Jean-Pierre Adams, who had been 

in a coma for 39 years, has passed away. In 1982, Adams slipped into a coma following a medical error, during his routine 

knee surgery. He made a total of 22 appearances for the France National Football Team from 1972–1976. At club level, 

Adams played as a defender for Paris Saint-Germain, Nîmes and Nice. 

7. Former Union Health Secretary Keshav Desiraju Passes Away: Former Union health secretary Keshav Desiraju has 

passed away, due to “acute coronary syndrome”. Desiraju was the grandson of former president Dr Sarvepalli 

Radhakrishnan. He was the 1978 batch IAS officer from the Uttarakhand cadre. He was known for his contributions to 

mental health and community healthcare. He was the architect of India’s mental healthcare act of 2017. 

8. Rajni Kaul, the first News Broadcaster for BBC Hindi passes away: Rajni Kaul who was the first News Broadcaster for 

BBC Hindi passed away in Faridabad, Haryana. She was 93. She was not only the first woman to join BBC Hindi as a staff 

member but she also became the first woman to read a news bulletin in Hindi on the network in 1961. She was well-

known for her programme Indradhanush. 

9. Former Union minister Oscar Fernandes passes away: Veteran Rajya Sabha MP and former Union minister Oscar 

Fernandes has passed away. The senior Congress leader had served as the Union Cabinet Minister for Transport, Road and 

Highways and Labour and Employment, in Manmohan Singh’s UPA government. He had served the Lok Sabha for five 
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terms and was the sitting member of the Rajya Sabha in his third term. He was also the chairman of the Central Election 

Authority of the All India Congress Committee (AICC). He was a trained Kuchipudi dancer. 

10. Eminent Kashmiri Writer Aziz Hajini passes away: Noted writer and former secretary of Jammu and Kashmir Academy 

of Art, Culture and Languages Aziz Hajini passed away. Hajini, born as Abdul Aziz Parray in north Kashmir’s Bandipora, was 

appointed Secretary J&K Academy of Art Culture and Languages in 2015. He has over twenty books in Kashmiri to his 

credit including poetry and criticism. Hajini won the Sahitya Akademi Award (criticism) in 2016 for his book ‘Aane Khane’ 

written in Kashmiri. He has also won the Sahitya Akademi Translation Award in 2013 for Za Gaz Zameen, Kashmiri 

translation of Abdul Samad’s Urdu novel Do Gaz Zameen. 

11. 2 times Olympic Gold Medalist Yuriy Sedykh passes away: Double Olympic hammer throw gold medallist Yuriy 

Sedykh, a Ukrainian track and field athlete who represented the Soviet Union until 1991, has passed away. He set the 

world record for the hammer throw with a throw of 86.74 metres at the European Championships in Stuttgart in 1986 

which is still not broken. He won his first gold medal at the 1976 Olympics in Montreal and his second gold at the 1980 

Olympics in Moscow. 

12. Former India player and Mohun Bagan great Bhabani Roy passes away: Former India footballer and Mohun Bagan 

captain, Bhabani Roy passed away. He was joined Bagan in 1966 and played for the club till 1972. He represented India in 

the 1969 Merdeka Cup and played in three matches. Bhabani Roy helped Mohun Bagan win the Rovers Cup in 1968, 1970, 

1971 and 1972 (Joint Winner). At the domestic level, he was part of the West Bengal team that won the Santosh 

Trophy in 1968 and 1971. 

13. Odia litterateur, social worker and journalist Manorama Mohapatra passes away: Eminent Odia litterateur, social 

worker and journalist Manorama Mohapatra passed away. She was a former editor of Odia daily ‘The Samaja’. She had 

won the Sahitya Academy Award in 1984, Soviet Nehru Award in 1988, Critic Circle of India Award in 1990, Iswar Chandra 

Vidyasagar Samman in 1991 and Rupambara Award in 1994. 

14. Renowned Padma Shri awardee astrophysicist Thanu Padmanabhan passes away: Renowned Theoretical physicist 

and cosmologist Professor Thanu Padmanabhan passed away. He was a distinguished professor at the Inter-University 

Centre for Astronomy and Astrophysics (IUCAA). He had authored over 300 research papers and several books, with 

important contributions in areas of gravitation, quantum gravity, and structure and formation of the universe. 

15. Former England Footballer Jimmy Greaves passes away: Jimmy Greaves, one of England’s most prolific strikers and 

Tottenham Hotspur’s record goalscorer, passed away. He scored 266 goals for Tottenham between 1961-1970 & his 37 

league goals in the 1962-63 season remains a club record. He began his career with Chelsea and netted 124 league goals 

for the London club(1957-61). 

16. Akhara Parishad chief Narendra Giri passes away: President of the Akhil Bharatiya Akhara Parishad, Mahant Narendra 

Giri has passed away. It was in 2016 that Giri first took over as chief of the Akhara Parishad. It was during his tenure that 

the Parishad released a list of allegedly “fake saints”. In 2019, Giri was elected chief of the Parishad for a second time. Last 

year, a year after the Supreme Court verdict in the Ayodhya title suit, a meeting of the Akhara Parishad, chaired by Giri, 

had passed a resolution saying they would initiate a campaign on the lines of Ram Janmabhoomi movement to “free the 
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Hindu temples” in Varanasi and Mathura. Recently, Giri had also demanded the inclusion of the Akhara Parishad in the 

Ram Janmabhoomi Trust. 

17. Former Arunachal Governor YS Dadwal passes away: Former Governor of Arunachal Pradesh and Commissioner of 

Delhi Police, Yudhvir Singh Dadwal, has passed away. Dadwal, a 1974-batch IPS officer, was the 16th police commissioner 

of Delhi from July 2007 to November 2010. After retirement, he was appointed as the Director-General of the Central 

Paramilitary Force, Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB) in November 2010. In 2016, Dadwal was appointed as the Governor of 

Arunachal Pradesh. 

18. Noted women’s right activist and author Kamla Bhasin passes away: Women’s rights activist and noted author, Kamla 

Bhasin, has passed away battling cancer. She started working on developmental issues in the 1970s and her work focused 

on gender, education, human development and the media. The noted poet and author has authored several books, 

especially on gender theory and feminism, many of which have been translated into more than 30 languages. 

15. Sports Current Affairs – September 2021 

1. Dale Steyn announces retirement from all forms of cricket: South African cricketer Dale Steyn has announced his 

retirement from all forms of cricket with immediate effect on August 31, 2021, ending his 20 years long cricket journey. 

The 38-year-old Proteas (South Africa national cricket team) pacer last played for South Africa in T20 vs Australia in 

February 2020. He had also played for Royal Challengers Bangalore (RCB) in the Indian Premier League (IPL). Since making 

his international debut in 2004, He played 93 Tests, 125 ODIs and 47 T20Is. The right-arm pacer, who holds the record for 

the fastest bowler to 400 Test wickets (80 matches), bagged 439 wickets in the longest format, 196 wickets in the ODIs 

and 64 wickets in T20 internationals. 

2. Paralympics 2020: Singhraj Adhana wins bronze medal in 10m Air Pistol: At the ongoing Tokyo Paralympics 

2020, Indian shooter Singhraj Adana has won the bronze medal in the P1 Men’s 10m Air Pistol SH1 final on August 31, 

2021. Adana shot a total of 216.8 to finish at third place. China dominated the finals with defending champion Chao Yang 

(237.9 — Paralympic record) and Huang Xing (237.5) winning the gold and silver medals respectively. 

3. Paralympics 2020: Mariyappan Thangavelu wins Silver in men’s high jump: India’s Mariyappan Thangavelu has won 

the silver medal in the men’s high jump (T63) at the Tokyo Paralympics. He cleared the 1.86m mark to take home silver. In 

the same event, Sharad Kumar won the bronze medal, clearing 1.83m mark. Sam Grewe of the United States won the gold 

medal after he cleared the 1.88m mark. With the two new medals, India’s medal tally at the Tokyo Paralympics has now 

reached to 10. 

4. Tokyo Paralympics: Praveen Kumar wins silver in men’s high jump: Praveen Kumar became India’s fourth medallist in 

men’s high jump and 11th medallist overall at the Tokyo Paralympics 2020 as he won silver with an Asian record jump of 

2.07m. Praveen cleared the Asian record with a 2.07m jump, finishing behind Great Britain’s Jonathan Broom-Edwards, 

who managed the best jump of 2.10m on a rain-soaked track at the Olympic Stadium. Praveen is India’s fourth medallist in 

men’s high jump at Tokyo Games after Nishad Kumar, Mariyappan Thangavelu, and Sharad Kumar. 

5. Tokyo Paralympics: Avani Lekhara becomes first Indian woman to win two medals: Avani Lekhara won the bronze 

medal in the women’s 50m rifle 3 positions SH1 event with a score of 445.9 to become the first Indian woman to win two 
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medals at the Paralympics. Lekhara had also won gold in the 10m air rifle standing SH1 event. India’s medal tally now 

stands at 12 at these Paralympics. It has now won two golds, six silvers and four bronze medals. This is India’s best tally at 

a single edition of the Para Games. It had won four medals at Rio 2016 and four at the 1984 Paralympics. 

6. Tokyo Paralympics: Manish Narwal wins gold in 50m Mixed Pistol: Indian shooters Manish Narwal and Singhraj 

Adhana clinched the gold and silver medal respectively in the P4 – Mixed 50m Pistol SH1 final at Asaka Shooting Range. 

The 19-year-old Manish created the Paralympic record as he amassed 218.2 points to clinch the gold while Singhraj 

grabbed his second medal of the Tokyo Paralympics with 216.7 points. The Russian Paralympic Committee’s (RPC) Sergey 

Malyshev won the bronze medal. India’s medal tally now stands at 15 at these Paralympics. It has now won three golds, 

seven silvers and five bronze medals. This is India’s best tally at a single edition of the Para Games. It had won four medals 

at Rio 2016 and four at the 1984 Paralympics. 

7. Paralympics 2020: Archer Harvinder Singh Clinches Bronze in Men’s Individual Recurve: In Paralympics 2020, India’s 

ace archer Harvinder Singh has won the bronze medal in the men’s individual recurve open. The 31-year old has become 

India’s first-ever archer to win a medal in the Paralympics. With this win, India’s medal haul at the ongoing Paralympics 

Games in Tokyo has reached 13 [2G,6S,5B]. Harvinder defeated South Korea’s Kim Min Su 6-5 in a shoot-off to win India’s 

third medal of the day at Tokyo 2020, taking India’s tally to 13. Earlier, United States of America’s (USA) Kevin Mather 

defeated Harvinder by 6-4 in the semi-final. 

8. Tokyo Paralympics 2020: India finishes 24th with record 19 medals: India finished their campaign at the Tokyo 

Paralympics 2020 with an all-time high of 19 medals which includes five gold, eight silver, and six bronze. This is the best 

medal tally for India a single edition of the Paralympic Games. India is placed at 24th position in the overall medal tally out 

of a total of 162 nations. 

Indian Flag Bearers: 

 Javelin thrower Tek Chand was the flag bearer at the opening ceremony of the Tokyo Paralympics. 

 Shooter Avani Lekhara was India’s flag-bearer at the closing ceremony. 

India at Paralympics 2020: 

 India sent its biggest ever contingent of 54 para-athletes at Tokyo Paralympics to compete across as many as 9 

sporting disciplines at the Games. 

 Prior to this, India had won a total of 12 Paralympics medals, since making its first appearance at the Paralympics 

in 1968, till the 2016 Rio. 

 The Indian theme song of Paralympics 2020 “Kar de kamaal tu”. The composer and singer of the song is Sanjeev 

Singh, a Divyang cricket player from Lucknow. 

List of Indian medallists winners of Tokyo Paralympics 2020: 

Gold 

 Athletics: Sumit Antil (Men’s Javelin Throw) 
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 Badminton: Pramod Bhagat (Men’s Singles) 

 Badminton: Krishna Nagar (Men’s Singles) 

 Shooting: Manish Narwal (Mixed 50m Pistol) 

 Shooting: Avani Lekhara (Women’s 10m Air Rifle Standing) 

Silver 

 Athletics: Yogesh Kathuniya (Men’s Discus Throw) 

 Athletics: Nishad Kumar (Men’s High Jump) 

 Athletics: Mariyappan Thangavelu (Men’s High Jump) 

 Athletics: Praveen Kumar (Men’s High Jump) 

 Athletics: Devendra Jhajharia (Men’s Javelin Throw) 

 Badminton: Suhas Yathiraj (Men’s Singles) 

 Shooting: Singhraj Adhana (Mixed 50m Pistol) 

 Table Tennis: Bhavina Patel (Women’s Singles) 

Bronze 

 Archery: Harvinder Singh (Men’s Individual Recurve) 

 Athletics: Sharad Kumar (Men’s High Jump) 

 Athletics: Sundar Singh Gurjar (Men’s Javelin Throw)  

 Badminton: Manoj Sarkar (Men’s Singles) 

 Shooting: Singhraj Adhana (Men’s 10m Air Pistol) 

 Shooting: Avani Lekhara (Women’s 50m Rifle 3 Positions) 

Important takeaways from Tokyo Paralympics: 

 Tokyo Paralympics was the 16th Summer Paralympic Games, held in Tokyo, Japan from August 24, to September 

05, 2021. 

 Badminton and Taekwondo were inducted for the first time in Tokyo Paralympics. 

 Team China topped the final medal tally at Tokyo Paralympic Games. The country won a total of 207 medals (96 

golds, 60 silvers and 51 bronzes). United Kingdom (124) gets the second position followed by the USA(104). 
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 This is the fifth consecutive time China dominated Paralympic Games in both gold medal tally and overall medal 

tally. 

 The closing ceremony was entitled ‘Harmonious Cacophony’ and involved both able-bodied actors and others 

with disabilities. The theme was described by organizers as a ‘world inspired by the Paralympics, one where 

differences shine’ 

9. Max Verstappen wins Dutch Grand Prix 2021: Max Verstappen (Red Bull – Netherlands) has won the formula one 

Dutch Grand Prix 2021. Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes-Great Britain) came second while Valtteri Bottas (Mercedes-Finland) 

came third. The Red Bull driver’s leading seventh win of the season and 17th of his career moved him three points ahead 

of the defending champion, who finished second but softened the blow with a bonus point for fastest lap. 

10. Former Australian pacer Shaun Tait appointed bowling coach of Puducherry: Former Australia pacer Shaun Tait has 

been roped in as the bowling coach of the Puducherry cricket team, sources in the Cricket Association of 

Pondicherry. Tait joins a coaching team that includes head coach Dishant Yagnik and manager and strength and 

conditioning coach Kalpendra Jha. The former Australia player had recently been appointed bowling coach of 

the Afghanistan team for a period of five months. 

Tait, who featured in three Tests, 35 ODIs and 21 T20 Internationals for Australia, had also turned out for Rajasthan Royals 

in the IPL during his playing career. The pacer had played a significant role in Australia’s World Cup triumph in the West 

Indies in 2007, claiming 23 wickets. 

11. 130th edition of Durand Cup kicks off in Kolkata: The 130th edition of the Durand Cup kicked off at the Vivekananda 

Yubabharati Krirangan in Kolkata. West Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee kicked the ball and inaugurated the tournament. 16 

teams are playing in this edition of the oldest club football tournament in Asia while two clubs East Bengal and Mohun 

Bagan are not participating. The final match will be held on 3rd October. The Durand Cup is a prestigious football 

tournament. It was first held in 1888, at Dagshai in Himachal Pradesh. This tournament has been named after Mortimer 

Durand. He was the then Foreign Secretary in charge of India. 

12. Guinness World Records recognise Ronaldo for most goals scored: Portuguese captain Cristiano Ronaldo has broken 

the world record for most goals scored in men’s international football. Ronaldo surpassed Iranian striker Ali Daei’s long-

held record of 109 international goals by scoring a brace against Ireland in a World Cup Qualifier. Ronaldo at 36 years of 

age is now a Guinness world record holder of most international goals of all time with 111 goals. The Guinness world book 

of records has recognised Cristiano Ronaldo as a world record breaker for the most goals scored in international football 

(soccer) matches scored by an individual (male). Ronaldo achieved the feat scoring goals for his native Portugal between 

2003 and 2021 proactively over a span of 18 years with a career still going strong as he looks to overcome yet another new 

challenge after his move away from Turin with a year left on his contract with the Bianconeri. 

13. Daniel Ricciardo wins Italian Grand Prix 2021: Daniel Ricciardo (McLaren, Australian-Italian) has won the Formula One 

Italian Grand Prix 2021 title held at Autodromo Nazionale Monza track, Italy. This is the first victory for McLaren in 9 years. 

Lando Norris came second while Valtteri Bottas came third in the F1 race. Lewis Hamilton and Max Verstappen crash out 

of Italian Grand Prix 2021 due to collision. 
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14. US Open 2021 Concludes: Complete List of Winners: In the men’s category, Daniil Medvedev has lifted his first Grand 

Slam trophy after defeating Novak Djokovic 6-4, 6-4, 6-4 in the US Open men’s singles final at the Arthur Ashe Stadium in 

New York. In the women’s category, Great Britain’s tennis player Emma Raducanu defeated Canada’s Leylah Annie 

Fernandez to win the 2021 US Open women’s singles final title. The total prize money for the 2021 US Open is USD 57.5 

million, which is slightly more than the USD 57.2 million in 2019. The 2020 edition had total prize money of USD 53.4 

million because of revenues lost due to no fans. 

Here is the Complete List of Winners in Different Categories: 

S. 

No. 

Category Winner Runner Up 

1. Men’s Singles Daniil Medvedev Novak Djokovic 

2. Women’s Singles Emma Raducanu Leylah Annie Fernandez 

3. Men’s Doubles Ram/Salisbury Jamie Murray/Bruno Soares 

4. Women’s Doubles Stosur/Zhang Coco Gauff/ McNally 

5. Mixed Doubles Krawczyk/Salisbury Giuliana Olmos/Marcelo Arevalo 

 

15. Jeev Milkha Singh becomes first golfer in world to be granted Dubai Golden Visa: Star Indian golfer Jeev Milkha Singh 

has become the first professional golfer in the world to receive the prestigious 10-year Dubai Golden Visa in recognition of 

his outstanding achievements in the sport. The 49-year-old Jeev has had a long association with Dubai, having featured in 

several tournaments and making many friends in the city. During the 2001 Dubai Desert Classic, Jeev had established a 

world record at that time when he completed the four rounds with just 94 putts while finishing tied sixth. Jeev, winner of 

four titles on the European Tour, four on Japan Golf Tour and six on the Asian Tour, has received the 10-year ‘Gold card’ 

for being an elite professional athlete. 

Other sportspersons who have been granted the Golden Visa by Dubai include footballers Cristiano Ronaldo, Paul Pogba, 

Roberto Carlos, Luis Figo and Romel Lukaku, tennis superstar Novak Djokovic, Indian tennis star Sania Mirza and her 

husband and Pakistani cricketer Shoaib Malik. Bollywood stars Shah Rukh Khan and Sanjay Dutt have also received their 

visas. 

16. MS Dhoni to mentor Indian team for the T20 World Cup:  BCCI announced that the former India captain MS Dhoni will 

mentor the team for the tournament, which will be played in UAE and Oman in October and November. He announced his 

retirement from international limited-overs cricket on August 15, 2020. Dhoni had last played for India in the 2019 ICC 

World Cup semi-final against New Zealand. Dhoni, who leads Chennai Super Kings, is a three-time IPL-winning captain and 

has brought home three major ICC trophies — World T20, Champions Trophy and World Cup. 
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17. IOC Suspends North Korea From Beijing Olympics: North Korea was formally suspended from the 2022 Beijing Winter 

Olympics by the International Olympic Committee (IOC) on 10th Sept as punishment for refusing to send a team to the 

Tokyo Games citing the COVID-19 pandemic. IOC president Thomas Bach said the North Korean national Olympic body will 

also now forfeit money it was due from the previous Olympics. The unspecified amount — potentially millions of dollars — 

had been withheld because of international sanctions. 

18. Lasith Malinga announces retirement from all forms of cricket: Lasith Malinga has announced his retirement 

from T20 cricket after 295 matches where he picked 390 wickets. He had already retired from Tests in 2011 and from ODIs 

in 2019. The Sri Lanka pacer had also announced his retirement from franchise cricket in January this year after being 

released by Mumbai Indians. Malinga was the first bowler to bag 100 T20I wickets before ending with 107 scalps. He 

finishes fourth in the highest wicket-taker category in the list behind Dwayne Bravo, Imran Tahir and Sunil Narine. 

Malinga, one of the best T20 bowlers of all time, was a crucial figure in the teams he represented in the Indian Premier 

League, Big Bash League, Caribbean Premier League, and other franchise tournaments. He was part of four of the five IPL 

championship wins with Mumbai Indians but had opted out of the 2020 tournament. 

19. Joe Root, Eimear Richardson named ICC Players of the Month for August: England Test skipper Joe Root and Ireland’s 

Eimear Richardson have been voted as the winners of the ICC Players of the Month for August 2021. Root was voted the 

ICC Men’s Player of the Month for August for his consistent performances in the Test series against India that was part of 

the next cycle of the ICC World Test Championship (WTC). In women’s cricket, Ireland’s Eimear Richardson has had a 

sensational August as well and was adjudged the ICC Women’s Player of the Month for August 2021. During the ICC 

Women’s T20 World Cup Europe qualifier, Richardson won the Player of the Tournament award for her superb 

performance with the bat and the ball, starting off against Germany, she returned figures of 2/6, as the Irish cruised home 

to a comfortable 164-run victory. 

20. Zimbabwe’s Brendan Taylor announces retirement from International Cricket: Former Zimbabwe skipper and wicket-

keeper batsman, Brendan Taylor has announced his retirement from international cricket. He made the announcement 

while playing the third final ODI match on September 13, 2021, against Ireland. The 34-year batsman made his ODI debut 

for Zimbabwe in 2004 against Sri Lanka. He has scored 6677 runs from 204 ODI matches in his 17-year ODI career. 

21. Pankaj Advani wins Asian Snooker Championship 2021: India’s Pankaj Advani won the Asian Snooker Championship 

2021 by defeating Amir Sarkhosh. He has won this title for a second consecutive time. He is the winner of the last Asian 

Snooker Championship held in 2019. In 2019, Pankaj also became the only player who won the titles in all forms of 

billiards, snooker, 6Reds, and 10Reds competitions. Yasin Merchant (1989, 2001), Alok Kumar (2004), Aditya 

Mehta (2012) were the other Indians who won the championship. 

22. Harmilan Kaur Bains sets new record in 1500m race at National level: Harmilan Kaur Bains of Punjab has created a 

new national record in the women’s 1500m race by clocking 4:05.39 to bag the gold at the 60th National Open Athletics 

Championships in the Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium in Hanamkonda in Telangana. With this achievement, the 23-year-old 

athlete has erased the 19-year-old record held by Sunita Rani in 1500m at the 2002 Asian Games in Busan by clocking 

4:06.03. 
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23. India’s Raja Rithvik becomes 70th Grandmaster: India’s R Raja Rithvik became chess Grandmaster after he crossed the 

ELO Rating of 2500. The 17-year-old achieved this GM title in Vezerkepzo Grandmaster Chess Tournament at Budapest, 

Hungary. He thus became the 70th Grandmaster from the country. A native of Warangal, Rithvik has been undergoing 

advanced coaching at RACE Chess Academy under reputed coach N.V.S. Rama Raju. 

24. GM D. Gukesh of India wins Norway Chess Open 2021: India’s D Gukesh won his second consecutive tournament of 

this month, the Norway Chess Open 2021 Masters section. Gukesh scored an unbeaten 8.5/10 and finished a full point 

ahead of the competition to win the tournament. Iniyan secured sole second position with 8.5/10 points, finishing a half 

point ahead of top seed Dmitrij Kollars (Germany) and Valentin Dragnev (Austria). 

25. Beijing 2022 Launches Official Slogan: “Together for a Shared Future”: The Beijing 2022 Winter Olympics unveiled its 

official motto, “Together for a Shared Future”, during a ceremony at the city’s Capital Museum. The motto was chosen 

after a lengthy process that included a total of 79 different proposals. This motto embodies the Olympic spirit, the Chinese 

way of revealing the Olympic spirit. That’s because ‘together’ embodies a type of unity, cohesion and a way of overcoming 

difficulties. The Games will be held from February 4-20, with Beijing set to become the first city to host both the Summer 

and Winter Olympics. 

26. Pankaj Advani wins his 24th world title in Doha: Star Indian cueist Pankaj Advani has grabbed his 24th World title 

when he triumphed at the IBSF 6-Red Snooker World Cup with a victory over Pakistan’s Babar Masih in the final. Advani, 

who won his 11th Asian title last week, started the final with a comfortable 42-13 win in the opening frame. The 36-year-

old won the third and fourth in quick succession to go 3-1 up. The Pakistani cueist, in no mood to play second fiddle to his 

worthy opponent, crafted a wonderful 56 break to bridge the gap. 

27. Lewis Hamilton wins the Russian Grand Prix 2021: Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes-Great Britain), has won the F1 Russian 

Grand Prix 2021. This is his 100th Grand Prix win. It was Hamilton’s fifth win of the season and his first since the British 

Grand Prix in July. Max Verstappen (Red Bull–Netherlands) came second while Carlos Sainz Jr. (Ferrari-Spain) came third 

in the Russian Grand Prix 2021. 

28. England cricketer Moeen Ali announces retirement from Tests: England cricket all-rounder Moeen Ali has announced 

his retirement from the Test match career. The 34-year-old Ali made his debut in Test cricket in 2014 and represented 

England in 64 Test matches. He took 195 Test wickets including 5 five-wicket hauls and scored five-Test match centuries 

during his Test career. Moeen, however, will continue to play limited-overs cricket for England. 

29. India claim three silver medals at 2021 Archery World Championships: The team India archers settled for three silver 

medals at the 2021 World Archery Championships, held in Yankton, South Dakota, United States. The three silver medals 

were won in Women’s Compound Individual, Women’s Compound Team and Compound Mixed Team competitions. 

Besides this, Vennam Jyothi Surekha of Vijayawada became the first Indian woman archer to win three silver medals at a 

world championship. The 25-year-old achieved this feat after she won the medal in each of the three categories. 

30. Sania Mirza & Zhang Shuai Win Ostrava Open WTA Doubles Title: India’s Sania Mirza and her Chinese partner Zhang 

Shuai won the women’s doubles title in the women’s doubles final at the Ostrava Open in Ostrava, Czech Republic. The 

second-seeded Indo-Chinese duo defeated the third seeded pair of American Kaitlyn Christian and New Zealander Erin 
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Routliffe 6-3 6-2 in the summit clash in one hour and four minutes. This was Sania’s second final of the season, following a 

runner-up finish at the WTA 250 Cleveland event in the US last month with Chirstina Mchale. 

31. US beats Europe Won Ryder Cup golf tournament: The United States has clinched the 2021 Ryder Cup after 

rookie Collin Morikawa secured the final half-point to get to a 19-9 victory, which is the largest margin of victory in Ryder 

Cup history since the 28-point format came about. It’s the first time since 1979 and 1983 that Team USA won back-to-back 

home Ryder Cups after winning in 2016 at Hazeltine. The Americans lost in 2018 in France and seven of the last 10 Ryder 

Cups against Europe, so a dominant 2021 victory could change the tide in the rivalry. 

32. Rohit Sharma first to score 1,000 runs against one team in IPL: Rohit Sharma became the first batter in the Indian 

Premier League (IPL) history to score 1000 runs against a single team during Mumbai Indians’ (MI) contest 

against Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR) at the Sheikh Zayed Stadium, Abu Dhabi. The 34-year-old achieved the feat in the 

fourth over of MI’s innings. Rohit now has 1015 runs against KKR at an average of 46.13 and a strike rate of 132.16, 

including six fifties and one hundred. 

33. ICC launches T20 World Cup anthem: The International Cricket Council has launched the official anthem of the 

upcoming T20 World Cup along with a campaign film featuring ‘avatars’ of Indian batting maestro Virat Kohli and West 

Indies skipper Kieron Pollard. The song is composed by Bollywood music director Amit Trivedi, an animated film that 

features young fans from all over the world engaged in T20I cricket and includes some of the sport’s biggest superstars. 

The tournament will begin on October 17 in Oman and UAE, with the final to be played in Dubai on November 14. 

 India captain Kohli leads the group of players brought to life as ‘avatars’ in the animation, that interact with each 

other throughout. Kohli is joined by fellow captain Pollard of the reigning champions, West Indies as well as 

Australian all-rounder Glenn Maxwell and Rashid Khan of Afghanistan. 

 Launched in collaboration with ICC’s global broadcast partner Star Sports, the film premiers worldwide on 

Thursday across ICC, BCCI, and Star Sports’ social media handles. 

16. Govt Schemes And Committees Current Affairs – 

September 2021 

1. J&K LG Manoj Sinha inaugurates ‘Saath’ initiative for women: In Jammu and Kashmir, Lieutenant Governor Manoj 

Sinha has launched a Rural Enterprises Acceleration Programme titled ‘Saath’ for Self Help Group (SHG) women. The 

programme aims to transform the lives of women and make them independent and strong in social and financial aspects, 

by mentoring the women associated with SHGs and create market linkages of products created by these women. Jammu 

and Kashmir already has 48000 SHGs, with around four lakh women connected to these SHGs. The J&K administration 

further aims to create 11000 more SHGs in the coming year. This will transform the lives of these women and make them 

independent and strong in social and financial aspects. 
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Saath is aimed at accelerating the livelihoods of rural women, associated with SHGs and which are doing small works. 

There is not much profit in their work and there is a lack of knowledge about marketing, packaging and branding. This 

initiative aims to teach women such skills and convert their businesses into Higher Order Enterprises. 

2. RBI to setup committee on NUE licenses: The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) will set up a committee to scrutinize 

applications and give recommendations on New Umbrella Entity (NUE) licenses. The 5 member committee will be headed 

by Shri. P. Vasudevan. The committee will be responsible for looking into several aspects of NUE, from the 

macroeconomic impact of such a step to the security risks. The committee’s recommendations will be taken into 

consideration before doling out the licences. 

NUEs will establish their own payment infrastructure to compete with the National Payments Corp. of India (NPCI). The 

government hopes to build a settlement system similar to the unified payments interface (UPI) with the NUEs. The system 

will be focused on small and medium enterprises, merchants and consumers. The RBI had in August 2020 issued guidelines 

for creating “for-profit NUEs”. 

3. Defence Ministry constitutes High Level Expert Committee to review NCC: The Ministry of Defence has constituted a 

High-Level Expert Committee, for a comprehensive review of the National Cadet Corps (NCC). Former Member of 

Parliament (MP) Baijayant Panda will be the Chairperson of the Committee. The 15-member committee will also include 

Cricketer MS Dhoni and Mahindra Group Chairman Anand Mahindra as members. 

Terms of Reference of the Committee: 

 Suggest measures to empower NCC cadets to contribute more effectively towards nation building 

 Propose ways for gainful engagement of NCC Alumni for the betterment of the organisation 

 Recommend best practices of similar international youth organisations for inclusion in the NCC curriculum. 

About the NCC: The NCC is the largest uniformed organisation that aims at developing character, discipline, a secular 

outlook and ideals of selfless service amongst young citizens. It also aims to create a pool of organised, trained and 

motivated youth with leadership qualities in all walks of life. 

4. J&K Lt. Governor Manoj Sinha launches ‘One Gram Panchayat-One DIGI-Pay Sakhi’: In Jammu and Kashmir, Lieutenant 

Governor Manoj Sinha has launched a new mission called ‘One Gram Panchayat-One DIGI-Pay Sakhi’. The mission was 

launched at Jammu & Kashmir Entrepreneurship Development Institute, Pampore. He outlined that DIGI-Pay Sakhi has 

introduced financial inclusion within the UT’s Self Help Group (SHG) ecosystem, creating much needed financial access 

points with greater transparency even in the remotest of the areas. 

 Initially, the DIGI-Pay facility will be provided in 2,000 remote villages of UT. In the first phase, 80 women from 

self-help groups from across the Jammu and Kashmir divisions have been selected as DIGI-Pay Sakhis. 

 On the occasion, the Lt Governor distributed 80 Aadhaar Enabled Payment Systems (AEPs) among the DIGI-Pay 

Sakhis under the Jammu & Kashmir Rural Livelihoods Mission (JKRLM). 
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 He also inaugurated a week-long training program for Krishi Sakhis and Pashu Sakhis on sustainable agriculture 

and livestock management. Terming the social and economic independence of ‘nari shakti’ (women 

empowerment) as the bedrock of any nation’s progress. 

5. Cabinet approves Rs 26,058 crore PLI Scheme for Auto and Drone Industry: The Union Cabinet has approved a 

production linked incentive (PLI) scheme for auto, auto-components and drone industries to enhance India’s 

manufacturing capabilities. The PLI scheme will incentivise the emergence of advanced automotive technologies’ global 

supply chain in India. Incentives worth Rs. 26,058 crore will be provided to industry over five years, the minister told 

reporters after the Cabinet meeting. 

 The PLI scheme for automobile and drone industries is part of the overall announcement of PLI schemes for 13 

sectors made earlier during the Union Budget 2021-22, with an outlay of Rs. 1.97 lakh crore. 

 The scheme for the auto sector envisages overcoming the cost disabilities to the industry for the manufacture of 

advanced automotive technology products in India. 

 From the total budget of Rs 26,058 crores, an amount of Rs 25,938 crores has been sanctioned for the automobile 

industry and Rs 120 crores for the drone industry. 

6. Former ISRO chief K Kasturirangan to head education ministry’s panel: The Union education ministry has formed a 12-

member committee to develop new curriculums for school, early childhood, teacher and adult education. The panel 

tasked with developing four national curriculum frameworks (NCFs) will be headed by National Education Policy-2020 

(NEP-2020) drafting committee chairperson K Kasturirangan. The committee will discuss “position papers” finalised by 

national focus groups on different aspects of the four areas drawing inputs from state curriculum frameworks. The NCFs 

serve as a guideline for syllabus, textbook and teaching practices for schools in India. 

7. Lok Sabha Speaker Launches ‘NIDHI 2.0’ Scheme: The Speaker of Lok Sabha, Om Birla has inaugurated the NIDHI 2.0 

(National Integrated Database of Hospitality Industry) scheme, during an event organised by the Ministry of Tourism, on 

the occasion of 2021 World Tourism Day. The NIDHI 2.0 database will have more inclusivity, by not only including 

accommodation units, but also travel agents, tour operators, & others. 

 The NIDHI scheme was launched by the Ministry of Tourism to facilitate the digitalization of the tourism sector 

and promote ease of doing business for the hospitality & tourism sector, by encouraging all accommodation units 

to register themselves on the platform to become part of the hospitality industry. 

 As a part of the occasion, the Ministry of Tourism signed an MoU with the United Nations Environment 

Programme (UNEP) and The Responsible Tourism Society of India (RTSOI) to actively promote and support 

‘sustainability initiatives’ in the tourism sector of each other. 

8. Union Minister Jitendra Singh launches “Amrit Grand Challenge Program-जनCARE”: As a part of the Azadi Ka Amrit 

Mahotsav, Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh (Union Minister of State (Independent Charge) Science & Technology) 

launched the “AmritGrand Challenge Program” titled “जनCARE”. The Grand Challenge aims to identify 75 Start-Up and 

entrepreneurs, who come out with Innovative Ideas and Solutions for India’s healthcare challenges, that can work in Low 

Resource Settings, for strengthening Healthcare Delivery in India. 
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 The Challenge has been launched jointly by Biotechnology Industry Research Assistance Council (BIRAC), 

NASSCOM and NASSCOM Foundation, as a nationwide “Discover – Design – Scale” program. 

 The “जनCARE” Amrit Challenge will recognise start-ups in fields like Innovations in Telemedicine, Digital Health, 

mHealth with BIG Data, AI, BlockChain and other technologies. 

 The Challenge will end on December 31, 2021. 

18. Science & Technology Current Affairs – September 

2021 

1. IIT Madras announces online platform ‘E-Source’: The Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Madras is working on 

developing an innovative digital model to address the problem of e-waste (electronic wastes). The digital platform, 

named as ‘e-Source,’ will act as an exchange platform, to serve as an online marketplace for Waste Electrical and 

Electronic Equipment (WEEE). 

 The platform will link various stakeholders (buyers and sellers) of used and waste electronic equipment and 

components, both in the formal and informal economy. 

 The initiative is being led by the Indo-German Centre for Sustainability (IGCS), a centre set up at IIT Madras in 

2010 at the initiative of the German and Indian governments. 

2. IIT Ropar develop’s world’s first ‘Plant based’ smart air-purifier: Indian Institutes of Technology (IIT), Ropar and 

Kanpur and Faculty of Management Studies of Delhi University have jointly launched a living-plant based air purifier 

named “Ubreathe Life”. This air purifier will boost the air purification process in indoor spaces, such as hospitals, schools, 

offices and Homes. It is the world’s first, state-of-the-art ‘Smart Bio-Filter’ that can make breathing fresh. 

 The Ubreathe Life technology works through the air-purifying natural leafy plants. The room air interacts with 

leaves and goes to the soil-root zone where maximum pollutants are purified. 

 It has been developed by the IIT Ropar incubated startup, Urban Air Laboratory. The specific plants tested for air-

purification include Peace Lily, Snake Plant, Spider plant etc. and all have given good results in purifying indoor-

air, the company has claimed. 

 The purifier effectively improves indoor air quality by removing particulate, gaseous and biological contaminants 

while increasing the oxygen levels in the indoor space through specific plants, UV disinfection and a stack of Pre-

filter, Charcoal filter and HEPA (high efficiency particulate air) filter fitted in a specially designed wooden box, the 

company has said about the air purifier’s functioning mechanism. 

3. India to launch advanced geo imaging satellite “Gisat-1”: India’s first building made of bio-bricks from agro-waste has 

been inaugurated at IIT Hyderabad. The sample building is made up of bio-bricks supported by a metal framework. The 
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roof is also made of bio-bricks over PVC sheets to reduce heat. It is part of the Bold Unique Idea Lead Development 

(BUILD) project to demonstrate the strength and versatility of the material. 

A prototype of the guard cabin was designed and set up in the space allocated by IIT-H. It is part of the Bold Unique Idea 

Lead Development (BUILD) project to demonstrate the strength and versatility of the material. The sample building is 

made up of bio-bricks supported by a metal framework. The roof is also made of bio-bricks over PVC sheets to reduce 

heat. Both inside and outside walls are cement-plastered to protect the bio-bricks from rain. 

4. Skyroot Aerospace becomes first Spacetech startup to formally tie-up with ISRO: A Hyderabad-based Space 

technology startup, Skyroot Aerospace has become the first private company to formally enter into an agreement with 

the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO). The Framework MoU will allow the company to undertake multiple tests 

and access facilities at various ISRO centres and avail the technical expertise of ISRO for testing and qualifying their space 

launch vehicle systems and subsystems. The agreement was signed by R Umamaheswaran, scientific secretary at ISRO and 

chairman at Interim IN-SPACe Committee, and Pawan Chandana, who is the CEO of Skyroot Aerospace. 

 Skyroot, founded by former ISRO scientists, is building the Vikram series of rockets to carry small satellites into 

space. 

 The startup has already test fired its solid propulsion rocket engine named Kalam-5, whose bigger version will 

power its rockets. 

 Skyroot Aerospace is building the Vikram series of rockets to carry small satellites into space. The first launch 

vehicle in the series, Vikram-1 is scheduled to be launch in 2022. 

5. IIT Bombay rolls out language translator ‘Project Udaan’: The Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Bombay has 

launched ‘Project Udaan’, a language translator, to break the language barrier in education, which hampers the flow of 

messages. The Project Udaan, a donation-based project, is an end-to-end ecosystem, which can translate scientific and 

technical content from English to Hindi and all other Indian languages. 

Project Udaan uses an AI-based translation software ecosystem, to translate engineering textbooks and learning materials, 

and all main streams of higher learning, in the desired language, in one-sixth of the time taken by a team of domain and 

linguistic experts working manually on it. 

6. SpaceX launches first all-tourist crew into orbit: The crew of the Inspiration4, the first-ever orbital flight crewed 

entirely by tourists, is now officially in orbit, according to a Livestream from SpaceX. The SpaceX rocket blasted off 

from NASA’s Kennedy Space Center. The passengers will now spend three days aboard their 13-foot-wide Crew Dragon 

capsule in orbit at a 350-mile altitude. The crew includes 38-year-old billionaire Jared Isaacman, who personally financed 

the trip; Hayley Arceneux, 29, a childhood cancer survivor and current St. Jude physician assistant; Sian Proctor, 51, a 

geologist and community college teacher with a PhD; and Chris Sembroski, a 42-year-old Lockheed Martin employee and 

lifelong space fan who claimed his seat through an online raffle. 

7. Infosys launches digital commerce platform Equinox: Infosys, a global leader in next-generation digital services and 

consulting, launched Infosys Equinox to help enterprises securely deliver hyper-segmented, personalized omnichannel 

commerce experiences for B2B and B2C buyers. The platform’s future-ready architecture offers unprecedented flexibility 
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for enterprises to pick and choose out-of-the-box microservices and pre-built experiences to build curated digital journeys 

that enhance their digital commerce or launch it grounds-up in a matter of weeks. 

Infosys Equinox helps businesses transform their digital commerce across marketing, merchandizing, e-commerce, store 

operations, supply chain and customer service through its four offerings: Infosys Equinox Microservices, Infosys Equinox 

Commerce, Infosys Equinox Experiences, and Infosys Equinox Marketing. Infosys Equinox also brings together best-of-

breed service, product, platform and industry capabilities from Infosys, and its partners, in an integrated ecosystem. 

8. Lunar Crater named after Arctic explorer Matthew Henson: The International Astronomical Union has named a crater 

at the Moon’s south pole after the Arctic explorer Matthew Henson, a Black man who in 1909 was one of the first people 

to stand at the very top of the world. The proposal to name the crater after Henson was put forward by Jordan 

Bretzfelder who is an Exploration Science summer intern with Lunar & Planetary Institute, in Houston. Artemis 

Programme was launched by NASA which aims to land the next slate of lunar explorers on the Henson Crater. They will be 

selected from NASA’s increasingly diverse astronaut pool. Henson Crater is located between Sverdrup and de Gerlache 

craters at the south pole of the Moon. This program provides a cornerstone to study planetary processes as well as to 

create the infrastructure to advance human exploration at the Moon and on Mars. 

Henson was an experienced explorer and skilled carpenter & craftsman. He stood at the front lines of almost a dozen 

Arctic expeditions that were organized by Robert Peary over the period of 18 years, including the one that reached the 

North Pole. The final push of that expedition was made by Henson. He was born in Maryland in 1866. 

9. Apple co-founder Steve Wozniak launches space start-up Privateer: Apple’s co-creator Steve Wozniak has launched a 

new space start-up called Privateer Space, bringing potential competition to a field dominated by billionaires Elon Musk, 

Jeff Bezos and Richard Branson. Privateer will be represented at the Advanced Maui Optical and Space Surveillance 

Technologies Conference, scheduled to run from September 14-17 in Hawaii. The global space economy, which has 

attracted many top companies such as Tesla and Amazon, involves various activities such as research and development, 

space tourism and the utilisation of space. Bank of America predicts the space economy will have more than tripled in size 

by 2030, with a $1.4 trillion market value. 

 Mr Wozniak co-founded Apple Computers in 1976 with fellow college dropout Steve Jobs and businessman Ronald 

Wayne. 

 Jobs and Mr Wozniak left Apple in 1985 though they remained shareholders and Jobs later returned to the 

company. 

 In 2002, Mr Wozniak co-founded another company called Wheels of Zeus (WoZ) with Mr Fielding. WoZ worked on 

global positioning system smart tags and was disbanded in 2006. 

19. Miscellaneous Current Affairs – September 2021 

1. Ladakh announces snow leopard as state animal, black-necked crane as state bird: The Union Territory of Ladakh has 

declared snow leopard (Panther unica) as the new state animal and black-necked crane (Grus nicricollis) as the new state 

bird. The notification in this regard was released by Shri Radha Krishna Mathur, Lieutenant Governor of Union Territory of 
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Ladakh on August 31, 2021. The decision was taken keeping in view bifurcation of Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh into 

separate administrative divisions in 2019. In the erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir, the black-necked 

crane and Kashmir stag (Hangul) were the state bird and animal respectively. 

2. PM Modi unevils special Rs 125 coin on ISKCON founder’s 125th birth anniversary: Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi virtually unveiled a special commemorative coin of Rs 125 to mark the 125th birth anniversary of 

ISKCON founder Srila Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada. In July 1966, Prabhupada founded the International Society for 

Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON) commonly known as the ‘Hare Krishna movement’. The spiritual leader was born as 

Abhay Charan De on September 1, 1896, in Calcutta and later came to be known by the honorific A.C. Bhaktivedanta 

Swami Prabhupada. 

3. Canadian City Burnaby to Observe September 5 As Gauri Lankesh Day: The Canadian city of Burnaby has 

declared September 5 as “Gauri Lankesh Day”, as a tribute to the dead journalist on her death anniversary, her 

sister Kavitha Lankesh. The proclamation issued by the office of the Mayor of Burnaby Mike Hurley said Gauri Lankesh was 

a courageous Indian journalist who stood up for truth and justice, challenged superstition and social ills, and dedicated her 

life to serving the poor and oppressed. Gauri Lankesh, a left-leaning journalist who brought out a magazine “Gauri Lankesh 

Patrike”, was shot dead by two assailants on September 5, 2017 evening just outside her house in Bengaluru allegedly for 

her anti-Hindutva stand. 

4. Chandigarh Railway Station certified five-star ‘Eat Right Station’: The Chandigarh Railway Station(CRS) was awarded 

a 5 star ‘Eat Right Station’ certification for providing high-quality, nutritious food to passengers. The certification was 

awarded by the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) upon the conclusion of the FSSAI-empanelled third-

party audit agency. CRS was selected to upgrade on the pattern of the World Class Railway Station. 

 The certification is part of the ‘Eat Right India’ movement- a large-scale effort by FSSAI to transform the country’s 

food system to ensure safe, healthy and sustainable food for all Indians. 

 According to IRSDC, Eat Right India adopts a judicious mix of regulatory, capacity building, collaborative, and 

empowerment approaches to ensure that our food is suitable both for the people and the planet. 

5. India’s tallest air purifier tower installed in Chandigarh: India’s tallest air purification tower has been inaugurated in 

the Union Territory of Chandigarh. The tower has been installed at the initiative of the Chandigarh Pollution Control 

Committee (CPCC) at Transport Chowk, Sector 26, by Pious Air Pvt Limited. This is the highest air purifier tower of the 

country and covers an area of around a 500-metre radius and is 24-metre-high. The purification tower will clean 3.88 crore 

cubic ft of air from the surrounding environment. 

6. India’s first high ash coal gasification based methanol production plant inaugurated: India’s first indigenously 

Designed High Ash Coal Gasification Based Methanol Production Plant at Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited 

(BHEL) Research and Development Centre, Hyderabad was inaugurated. The project was funded by the Department of 

Science and Technology, which provided a Rs 10 crore grant, at the initiative of NITI Aayog, PMO-India and the Ministry of 

Coal. 

 The facility can create 0.25 ton per day (TPD) Methanol from high ash Indian coal using a 1.2 TPD Fluidized bed 

gasifier. 

http://www.ixammr.com/
http://bit.ly/ixammrapp


 

Ixammr – India’s No.1 Sarkari Exam Prep. App – Free Mock Test | Topics Wise Quizzes | E-Books & Free PDFs 
 

 
Copyright 2021 @ www.ixammr.com 

 The purity of the crude methanol produced is between 98 and 99.5 per cent. 

Methanol is utilized as a motor fuel, to power ship engines, and to generate clean power all over the world. Methanol is 

also used to generate di-methyl ether (DME), a liquid fuel that is very similar to diesel — existing diesel engines simply 

need to be minimally changed to use DME instead of diesel. 

7. World’s largest plant capturing carbon from air opens in Iceland: The world’s largest plant designed to capture carbon 

dioxide out of the air began its operations in Iceland. The plant is named Orca, which means ‘Energy’ in Icelandic word. It 

will suck out up to 4,000 tons of CO2 per year. 

 The carbon dioxide captured directly from the air will be deposited underground at a depth of 1,000 

metres, where it would be turned into rock. 

 The facility has been developed by Icelandic carbon storage firm Carbfix, in partnership with Swiss start-up 

Climeworks AG, which specialises in capturing carbon dioxide directly from the air. 

 The technology launched may become a major tool in the fight against climate change. 

8. PM Narendra Modi lays foundation stone of Raja Mahendra Pratap Singh University: Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi has laid the foundation stone of Raja Mahendra Pratap Singh State University at Aligarh, in Uttar Pradesh. The 

Uttar Pradesh government is establishing the university in memory and honour of noted Jat figure, Raja Mahendra Pratap 

Singh, the great freedom fighter, educationist and social reformer. The University will be spread over an area of over 92 

acres at Lodha village and Musepur Kareem Jarouli village of Kol tehsil in Aligarh and will provide affiliation to 395 colleges 

of the Aligarh division. 

9. Tata Steel commissions India’s first plant to capture CO2: Tata Steel has commissioned India’s first carbon capture 

plant that extracts CO2 directly from the blast furnace gas, at its Jamshedpur Works. With this achievement, Tata Steel 

has become the country’s first steel company to adopt such a carbon capture technology. The CCU plant was inaugurated 

by T.V. Narendran, CEO and MD, Tata Steel, in the presence of company officials and other dignitaries. 

 The plant can capture 5 tonnes of CO2 per day (5-tonne per day (TPD)). The company will reuse the captured CO2 

on-site to promote a circular carbon economy. 

 This carbon capture and utilisation (CCU) facility uses amine-based technology and makes the captured carbon 

available for onsite reuse. 

 The depleted CO2 gas is sent back to the gas network with increased calorific value. This project has been 

executed with technological support from Carbon Clean, a global leader in low-cost CO2 capture technology. 

10. Ford becomes the latest US car manufacturer to exit India: Ford Motor Co. will stop making cars in India and record 

roughly $2 billion in restructuring charges, scaling back significantly in a country that past management saw becoming one 

of its three biggest markets. Ford will wind down an assembly plant in Gujarat by the fourth quarter, as well as vehicle and 

engine manufacturing plants in Chennai by the second quarter of next year. Ford Motor Company has announced that it 

would stop producing cars in India as the global auto industry continues to grapple with a shortfall in semiconductors and 
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other components due to supply chain disruptions. Other US companies that stopped operation in India are Ford’s 

American rival General Motors (GM) and the American motorcycle company Harley-Davidson. 

11. India’s first indigenous cruise liner launched by IRCTC: The Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation 

(IRCTC) has joined hands and signed the agreement with Cordelia Cruises being operated by M/s Waterways Leisure 

Tourism Pvt. Ltd for promotion and marketing of the first indigenous luxury cruise in India. This is another incredible 

luxury travel offering under IRCTC”s umbrella of tourism services to the public. The luxury travel offering in the form of the 

indigenous cruise will take guests on-boards to some of the most popular Indian and international tourist destinations – 

such as Goa, Diu, Kochi, the Lakshadweep islands, and Sri Lanka. 

Cordelia Cruises is one of India’s premium cruise liners and aspires to promote and drive the cruise culture in India through 

experiences that are “stylish, luxurious, and most importantly, inherently Indian.” 

12. Geeta Samota becomes ‘Fastest Indian’ to Summit Two Peaks: CISF official Geeta Samota became the “fastest 

Indian” to summit two peaks located in Africa and Russia. Earlier this month, Sub Inspector Geeta Samota had scaled 

Mount Elbrus in Russia, the highest peak in Europe. While Mt Elbrus (5,642 mts) is in Russia, the Kilimanjaro peak (5,895 

mts) is located in Tanzania and is Africa’s highest peak. Samota works with the Central Industrial Security Force (CISF), a 

central paramilitary force under the command of the Union home ministry. Geeta Samota joined CISF in 2011 and was in 

the unit in 2012. She has also scaled Mt Satopanth (7075 metres; located in Uttarakhand) and Mt Lobuche (in Nepal). She 

was also a team member of the Mt Everest expedition team of the CAPF. 

13. Ladakh set to roll out 1st edition of ” Himalayan Film Festival 2021″: The first edition of ‘The Himalayan Film Festival-

2021’ (THFF) will begin from 24 to 28 September at Leh, Ladakh. The film festival is being organised by the Administration 

of Union Territory of Ladakh in collaboration with the Directorate of Film Festivals, Ministry of Information and 

Broadcasting, Government of India. The film festival is being hosted in collaboration with the Ladakh Autonomous Hill 

Development Council, Leh. The five-day film festival is a part of the celebration of ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’ 

commemorating 75 years of India’s Independence. 

The film festival will have active participation from the local filmmakers and showcase talent from across the 12 Himalayan 

states and UTs. Popular films from the Himalayan states viz Assam, Sikkim, Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura, Meghalaya, 

Nagaland, Uttarakhand, Arunachal Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh and Ladakh besides Indian Panorama selected films will be 

showcased during the festival. 

14. Tamil Nadu and Puducherry beaches get coveted ‘blue flag’ certification: Two more beaches in India have been 

awarded “Blue Flag” certification, an international eco-level tag, taking the total number of such beaches in the country to 

10. The two beaches to receive the certification this year are Kovalam in Tamil Nadu and Eden in Puducherry. The 

Foundation for Environment Education (FEE), Denmark, which accords the Blue Flag certification, has also given re-

certification for eight nominated beaches – Shivrajpur-Gujarat, Ghoghla-Diu, Kasarkod and Padubidri-Karnataka, Kappad-

Kerala, Rushikonda- Andhra Pradesh, Golden-Odisha and Radhanagar- Andaman and Nicobar, which were awarded the 

Blue Flag certificate last year. These eight beaches got the Blue Flag certification on October 6, 2020. 
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 Blue Flag certification is a globally recognised eco-label accorded on the basis of 33 stringent criteria in four major 

heads which are environmental education and information, bathing water quality, environmental management 

and conservation and safety and services in the beaches. 

 The Blue Flag beach is an eco-tourism model endeavouring to provide the tourists/beachgoers clean and hygienic 

bathing water, facilities, a safe and healthy environment and sustainable development of the area. 

 The recommendations are done by an independent national jury composed of eminent environmentalists and 

scientists. 

15. Cyclonic Storm ‘Gulab’ hits Andra and Odisha: The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued a red alert for 

Odisha and Andhra Pradesh after the ‘Cyclone Gulab’ made landfall over Northwest and adjoining West-central Bay of 

Bengal. Cyclone Gulab was named by Pakistan. The word “Gulab” refers to Rose in English.  During the landfall, the wind 

speed could hover between 90 kmph and 100 kmph. The name Gulab is from the list of cyclone names that is maintained 

by the World Meteorological Organisation/United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 

(WMO/ESCAP) Panel on Tropical Cyclones (PTC). The panel comprises 13 countries namely, India, Bangladesh, Myanmar, 

Pakistan, the Maldives, Oman, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Iran, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates, and Yemen,  who 

choose the names of cyclones in the region. 

16. MGR Railway Station gets powered by solar energy: Dr MG Ramachandran Central (DRM) or Chennai Central railway 

station will get 100 per cent of energy through Solar Energy. The Chennai Central railway station comes under the South 

Central Railway (SCR) zone and which is going to become the world’s largest green railway network. The station will now 

become the first Indian Railways station, which will get 100 per cent day energy through solar panels. 

 The solar power capacity of the station is 1.5 MW and Solar panels are installed on the shelters of the station. 

 South Central Railways has adopted the concept of ‘energy neutral’ railway stations and become the first Indian 

Railway zones to do so. 

 India has targeted to become “net-zero carbon emission” before the year 2030. 
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Current Affairs Quest (CAQ) September 
2021 – Daily Questions & Answers 

1st September 2021
1. Which Indian frigate participated in the joint 
maritime drill between Indian Navy and German 
Navy at the Gulf of Aden? 
A. Talwar 
B. Trisul 
C. Teg 
D. Trikand 
E. Tir 
 
Correct Answer: D. Trikand 
Explanation: The Indian Navy and the German 
Navy carried out a joint exercise in the Gulf of 
Aden near Yemen, in the Indian Ocean leg of 
Indo-Pacific Deployment 2021. The Indian Navy 
was represented by frigate “Trikand” while the 
German Navy was represented by 
frigate “Bayern”. The exercise included helicopter 
(cross deck helo) landings and visit, board, 
search, and seizure (VBSS) operations. The joint 
exercise aimed at enhancing interoperability and 
exchange of best practices between the navies of 
the two countries in the maritime domain. 
 
2. Which state has government has launched 
“Mission Vatsalya” for women who lost their 
husbands to COVID-19? 
A. Maharashtra 
B. West Bengal 
C. Madhya Pradesh 
D. Gujarat 
E. Haryana 
 
Correct Answer – A. Maharashtra 
Explanation: Maharashtra government launched 
a special mission called “Mission Vatsalya” in 
order to help women who lost their husbands 

to COVID-19. Mission Vatsalya will provide 
several services and some 18 benefits under one 
roof to those women. It been designed for 
widows, with a special focus on widows coming 
from rural areas, poor backgrounds and deprived 
sections. Under this mission, schemes like Sanjay 
Gandhi Niradhar Yojana and Gharkul Yojana will 
benefit those for women. 
 
About the scheme: 
Under this scheme, 8,661 women have applied 
for the Sanjay Gandhi Niradhar Anudan Yojana, 
405 for the Shravanbal Seva State Pension 
Scheme and 71 for the Indira Gandhi National 
Old Age Pension Scheme.Applications have been 
received from 1,209 women for the Indira 
Gandhi National Widow Pension Scheme.The 
Department has received three applications for 
the Indira Gandhi National Disability Pension 
Scheme. So far10349 applications have been 
received from the women contacted by the 
department of women and child development. 
Important Points: 

 Maharashtra Governor: Bhagat Singh 
Koshyari; 

 Maharashtra Capital: Mumbai; 

 Maharashtra CM: Uddhav Thackeray. 
 
3. The #FollowPaymentDistancing campaign has 
been launched by which entity? 
A. SBI 
B. RBI 
C. Ministry of Finance 
D. RuPay 
E. ICICI Bank 
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Correct Answer – D. RuPay 
Explanation: RuPay has launched a strategic 
campaign titled – #FollowPaymentDistancing to 
promote and encourage contactless payments 
among customers. Due to COVID-19, customers 
have been following several norms and measures 
to stay safe by following healthy habits, self-care 
routines, and social distancing. RuPay’s 
#FollowPaymentDistancing campaign encourages 
consumers to start ‘payment distancing’ and 
switch to contactless digital payments with 
RuPay Contactless Cards which is safe as well as 
time-conserving. 
About Contactless payments: 
Contactless payments allow merchants to offer 
their consumers a safer, cleaner way to pay, 
reduce long queues at checkout counters, and 
more control over physical space during these 
tough times. The campaign aims to educate both 
the merchants and consumers about the benefits 
of using contactless payments during these 
unprecedented situations. 
 
4. What is the eligibility age for making 
investment in National Pension System (NPS) 
now? 
A. 18-60 
B. 18-65 
C. 18-70 
D. 18-75 
E. 18-80 
 
Correct Answer – C. 18-70 
Explanation: The Pension Fund Regulatory and 
Development Authority (PFRDA) has increased 
the entry age for the National Pension System 
(NPS) from 65 years to 70 years.Earlier the 
eligible age to invest in NPS was 18-65 years 
which has now been revised to 18-70 years.As 
per the revised norms, any Indian Citizen, 
resident or non-resident and Overseas Citizen of 
India (OCI) between the age of 65-70 years can 
join NPS and continue or defer their NPS Account 
up to the age of 75 years. If a person joins NPS 
after 65 years, then the Normal Exit shall be after 

3 years. Exit before 3 years will be considered 
premature exit. There is also a limit on the 
amount that can be exposed to equity in case the 
NPS is open after 65 years. The maximum equity 
exposure is 15% and 50% under Auto and Active 
Choice respectively. 
 
5. International Day for People of African 
Descent is celebrated for the first time on 
_________. 
A. 31 August 2017 
B. 31 August 2018 
C. 31 August 2019 
D. 31 August 2020 
E. 31 August 2021 
 
Correct Answer – E. 31 August 2021 
Explanation: The International Day for People of 
African Descent is celebrated for the first time 
on 31 August 2021. The United Nations aims to 
promote the extraordinary contributions of the 
African diaspora around the world and to 
eliminate all forms of discrimination against 
people of African descent. 
 
History of the day: 
The year 2020 marked the midterm of the 
International Decade for People of African 
Descent. While some progress has been made at 
legislative, policy and institutional levels, people 
of African descent continue to suffer 
intersectional and compounded forms of racial 
discrimination, marginalization, and exclusion. 
On 19 June 2020, the Human Rights Council 
adopted the resolution on the “Promotion and 
protection of the human rights and fundamental 
freedoms of Africans and people of African 
descent against excessive use of force and other 
human rights violations by law enforcement 
officers”. 
 
6. Renowned cricketer Dale Steyn has 
announced his retirement from all forms of 
cricket. Which country did he play for? 
A. South Africa 
B. England 
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C. West Indies 
D. Australia 
E. New Zealand 
 
Correct Answer – A. South Africa 
Explanation:  South African cricketer Dale Steyn 
has announced his retirement from all forms of 
cricket with immediate effect on 31st August, 
2021, ending his 20 yearlong cricket journey.He is 
regarded as one of the greatest fast bowlers of 
all time and is fondly known as 'Steyn Gun' 
among fans for his express pace.He made his 
international debut in 2004 and played 93 Tests, 
125 ODIs and 47 T20Is.He holds the record for 
the fastest bowler to 400 Test wickets (80 
matches), bagged 439 wickets in the longest 
format, 196 wickets in ODIs and 64 wickets in T20 
internationals.He had also played for Royal 
Challengers Bangalore (RCB) in the IPL. 
 
7. What are total sanctioned strength judges in 
the Supreme Court of India? 
A. 25 
B. 28 
C. 30 
D. 34 
E. 37  
 
Correct Answer – D. 34 
Explanation:  For the first time in the history of 
the Supreme Court, nine new judges, including 
three women, who had been appointed to the 
top court, took the oath of office.This was the 
greatest number of judges of the top court taking 
oath in one single day.With the latest 
appointments, the working strength of the top 
court has risen to 33 judges, against the 
sanctioned strength of 34.The nine new judges 
are: Abhay Shreeniwas Oka, Vikram Nath, 
Jitendra Kumar Maheshwari, Hima Kohli, B V 
Nagarathna, C T Ravikumar, M M Sundresh, Bela 
M Trivedi, P S Narasimha. 
 
8. Who has launched E-GOPALA web version to 
aid dairy farmers? 

A. Narendra Singh Tomar 
B. Ashwini Kumar Choubey 
C. Parshottam Rupala 
D. Pralhad Joshi 
E.  Anurag Thakur 
 
Correct Answer – C. Parshottam Rupala 
Explanation: Union Minister of Fisheries, Animal 
Husbandry, and Dairying, Parshottam Rupala has 
launched E-GOPALA web version to aid dairy 
farmers.It has been developed by National Dairy 
Development Board (NDDB).Alon with this, i-
MAP web portal has also been launched that 
provides real-time information to dairy farmers 
for better productivity of dairy animals.This 
portal will facilitate real time checking of 
coverage and progress of various projects and 
government schemes and will send alerts on due 
date for vaccination, pregnancy diagnosis, calving 
etc. 
 
9. Who took over as the new director general 
(DG) of the Border Security Force? 
A. Pankaj Kumar Singh 
B. Sanjay Arora 
C. Nakul Chopra 
D. Vivek Ram Chaudhari 
E. Prakash Singh 
 

Correct Answer – A. Pankaj Kumar Singh 
Explanation:  Pankaj Kumar Singh (1988-batch 
IPS officer from Rajasthan cadre) took over as the 
new Director General (DG) of the Border Security 
Force.He is considered as the architect of police 
reforms in the country.He replaced SS Deswal, 
who was holding the DG post since Rakesh 
Asthana moved to Delhi Police.Apart from him, 
Sanjay Arora assumed charge of the Indo-Tibetan 
Border Police (ITBP).BSF is India's Primary border 
guarding organization on its border with Pakistan 
and Bangladesh. It is one of the five Central 
Armed Police Forces of India. 
 
10. Which fintech firm is set to acquire India’s 
earliest payment gateway BillDesk in an all-cash 
transaction of $4.7 billion? 
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A. PayU 
B. Paytm 
C. Razorpay 
D. Mobikwik 
E. Coverfox 
 
Correct Answer – A. PayU 
Explanation: Prosus-backed fintech firm PayU is 
set to acquire India’s earliest payment gateway 
BillDesk in an all-cash transaction of $4.7 
billion.This will be the largest acquisition in 
India’s digital payments space.The deal will also 
give exit to investors General Atlantic, TA 
Associates, Temasek, Clearstone Ventures, and 
Visa.The proposed acquisition will help PayU, the 
payments and fintech business of Prosus which 
operates in more than 20 markets, become one 
of the leading online payment providers globally 
by total payment volume (TPV). The combined 
entity will have a total of 4 billion transactions 
annually. 
 
11. Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi would 
release a special commemorative coin of how 
many rupees on the occasion of Birth 
Anniversary of Srila Bhaktivedanta Swami 
Prabhupada Ji on 1st September 2021? 
A. 50 
B. 75 
C. 100 
D. 125 
E. 150 
 
Correct Answer: D. 125 
Explanation: Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi 
would release a special commemorative coin of ₹ 
125 on the occasion of the 125th Birth 
Anniversary of Srila Bhaktivedanta Swami 
Prabhupada Ji on 1st September 2021. Swami Ji 
founded the International Society for Krishna 
Consciousness (ISKCON) commonly known as the 
"Hare Krishna movement". ISKCON has 
translated Shrimad Bhagavad Geeta in 89 
languages.Born in 1896, AC Bhaktivedanta Swami 
authored several books besides establishing 
temples. He graduated in chemistry from Scottish 

Church College in Kolkata (then Calcutta).He 
became a monk in 1959. He later moved to the 
US where he disseminated Vedic literature. 
Nearly 100 ashrams, gurukuls, temples, and 
farmhouses are believed to be established by 
him across many western countries. In West 
Virginia, US, he established New Vrindaban 
Temple in 1968. 
 
12. Who launched the web portal for 
registration of units under the 'New Central 
Sector Scheme' for Industrial Development of 
Jammu and Kashmir? 
A. Rajnath Singh 
B. Amit Shah 
C. Narendra Modi 
D. Piyush Goyal 
E. Nitin Gadkari 
 
Correct Answer – B. Amit Shah 
Explanation: The Union Minister for Home & 
Cooperation, Shri Amit Shah launched the web 
portal for registration of units under the 'New 
Central Sector Scheme' for Industrial 
Development of Jammu and Kashmir. The web 
portal would attract investment of more than 
Rs.50,000 crore in Jammu and Kashmir and 
would lead to inclusive, all-round development of 
the Union Territory. The new industrial policy is 
the fulfilment of Prime Minister Narendra Modi's 
promise after revocation of Article 370 and 35A 
and that the Centre aims to create a new horizon 
for the overall development of the Union 
Territory. The New Central Sector Scheme for the 
industrial development of Jammu and Kashmir 
was cleared by the Department for Promotion of 
Industry and Internal Trade in August 2021.  
The scheme offers four incentives:  

 Capital Investment Incentive.  

 Capital Interest subvention.  

 Goods & Service Tax Linked Incentive 
(GSTLI).  

 Working Capital Interest Subvention 
 
13. In August 2021, the Department of 
Expenditure, Ministry of Finance has released an 
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amount of Rs. 13,385.70 crore to how many 
states for providing grants to the Rural Local 
Bodies? 
A. 19 
B. 21 
C. 23 
D. 25 
E. 27 
 

Correct Answer – D. 25 
Explanation: The Department of Expenditure, 
Ministry of Finance has on 31 August 2021 
released an amount of Rs. 13,385.70 crore to 25 
States for providing grants to the Rural Local 
Bodies. This Grant-in-aid is the 1st instalment of 
Tied grants of the year 2021-22. The grants have 
been released as per the recommendations of 
the 15th Finance Commission. Tied grants are 
released to the Rural Local Bodies (RLBs) for 
improving two critical services namely 1. 
Sanitation and maintenance of open-defecation 
free (ODF) status. 2. Supply of drinking water, 
rainwater harvesting and water recycling. Out of 
the total Grant-in-aid allocated for Panchayati Raj 
institutions, 60 per cent is 'Tied Grant'. It's 
earmarked for national priorities like drinking 
water supply, rainwater harvesting and 
sanitation.The remaining 40 per cent is 'Untied 
Grant' and is to be utilized at the discretion of 
the Panchayati Raj institutions for location-
specific felt needs, except for payment of 
salaries. Tied grants are meant to ensure the 
availability of additional funds to the Rural local 
bodies over and above the funds allocated by the 
Centre and the State for sanitation and drinking 
water under the Centrally Sponsored Schemes. 
 
14. In September 2021, which of the following 
states has decided to introduce "catch-up" 
courses for flood-affected students in the state? 
A. Jharkhand 
B. Bihar 

C. Uttarakhand 
D. Uttar Pradesh 
E. Punjab 
 
Correct Answer – B. Bihar 
Explanation: Bihar government has decided to 
introduce "catch-up" courses for flood-affected 
students in the state? The move would ensure 
that students are on track with their studies once 
the schools reopen. About 35.06 lakh hectares 
(37.24%) in Bihar state are flood-affected. 29 out 
of 38 districts are moderate to very high flood-
affected. 
Bihar:  

 Lok Sabha seats – 40.  

 Rajya Sabha seats – 16.  

 State Animal – Gaur.  

 State Bird – House sparrow.  

 National Park – Valmiki National Park. 
 
15. In September 2021, which of the following 
has inaugurated the 'Ananda' mobile app for the 
Digital paperless solution for new business 
processes? 
A. HDFC Life 
B. LIC of India 
C. SBI Life Insurance 
D. PNB 
E. Axis Bank 
 
Correct Answer: B. LIC of India 
Explanation: Life Insurance Corporation of India 
has inaugurated the 'Ananda' mobile app for the 
Digital paperless solution for new business 
processes. The digital application is a tool for the 
onboarding process to get the life insurance 
policy through a paperless module with the help 
of the agent or intermediary. 1 September marks 
the LIC foundation day as LIC was established on 
1 September 1956. 
 

2nd September 2021
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1. Singhraj Adana has claimed Bronze medal at 
the Tokyo Paralympics in the P1 Men’s ______ 
SH1 final? 
A. Shooting 
B. Javlin throw 
C. High Jump 
D. Wrestling 
E. Shot-Put 
 
Correct Answer: A. Shooting 
Explanation: At the ongoing Tokyo Paralympics 
2020, Indian shooter Singhraj Adana has won 
the bronze medal in the P1 Men’s 10m Air 
Pistol SH1 final on August 31, 2021. Adana shot a 
total of 216.8 to finish at third place. China 
dominated the finals with defending 
champion Chao Yang (237.9 — Paralympic 
record) and Huang Xing (237.5) winning the gold 
and silver medals respectively. 
 
2. State Bank of India (SBI) has opened a floating 
ATM on a Houseboat at __________. 
A. Dal Lake 
B. Wular Lake 
C. Mansar Lake 
D. Khanpursar  
E. Khushal Sar 
 
Correct Answer – A. Dal Lake 
Explanation: State Bank of India has opened 
a floating ATM on a Houseboat at Dal Lake in 
Jammu and Kashmir’s Srinagar for the 
convenience of locals and tourists. The floating 
ATM was inaugurated by SBI Chairman Dinesh 
Khare. This is not the first time that SBI has 
launched a floating ATM as back in 2004, the 
bank took this initiative in Kerala. The SBI 
installed a floating ATM at Jhankar yacht, which 
operates between Ernakulum and Vaypeyan 
region, owned by Kerala Shipping and Inland 
Navigation Corporation (KSINC). 
 
The SBI’s floating ATM was commissioned by 
Ashok K., Deputy Managing Director of Mumbai 
Corporate Center, launched by Kinney. The State 

Bank of India is the nation’s largest commercial 
bank, in terms of assets, deposits, customers, 
branches and employees. The bank has the 
largest network of 22,224 branches and 63,906 
ATM / CDM in India with 71,705 BC outlets. 
 
Important Points: 

 SBI Chairperson: Dinesh Kumar Khara. 

 SBI Headquarters: Mumbai. 

 SBI Founded: 1 July 1955. 
 
3. Which state government has recently 
launched the ‘Mera Kaam Mera Maan 
(MKMM)” scheme? 
A. Gujarat 
B. Punjab 
C. Haryana 
D. Bihar 
E. Odisha 
 

Correct Answer – B. Punjab 
Explanation: The Punjab Cabinet gave a nod to a 
new scheme that will help the unemployed youth 
in the state to hone their skills and increase their 
chances of getting a job. These youngsters will be 
given short-term skill training free of cost under 
the ‘‘Mera Kaam Mera Maan” scheme of the 
state government. A target of 30,000 
beneficiaries has been proposed, at a cost of ₹ 90 
crores. 
About the scheme: 
The scheme also provides an employment 
assistance allowance of ₹ 2,500 per month for a 
period of 12 months from the start of the 
training course, which will be conducted 
at Punjab Skill Development Mission training 
centres.The allowance shall be given during the 
training period, and after successfully completing 
the training, during the pre-placement and post-
placement period of 12 months from the date of 
the start of the programme. 
 
Important Points: 

 Punjab CM: Captain Amarinder Singh. 

 Punjab Governor: Banwarilal Purohit. 
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4. Name the first ever Indian to be selected as 
the Honorary Member of the International 
Astronomical Union (IAU) recently. 
A. Chrisphin Karthick 
B. Somak Raychaudhury 
C. Jayant Narlikar 
D. Dorje Angchuk 
E. Raunak Sharma 
 
Correct Answer – D. Dorje Angchuk 
Explanation: Dorje Angchuk, an Engineer in 

charge at the Indian Astronomical Observatory of 

the Indian Institute of Astrophysics (IIA) at Hanle 

in the Ladakh region, has been admitted as an 

Honorary Member of the International 

Astronomical Union (IAU). Angchuk is the first 

and only Indian to bag the position in the 

prestigious body.Angchuk has been selected for 

‘his passionate promotion of astronomy in the 

Ladakh region, through his excellent 

astrophotography’. He will be joining ten other 

Honorary Members from around the world, 

selected by IAU to join a select list of 20 

international experts. 

About the honorary member of the IAU 

The Honorary Members recognition by the IAU 

gives official recognition to individuals who have 

significantly contributed to the progress of 

astronomical research and culture in their 

country, but who do not qualify as Individual 

Members. This membership category was 

introduced in August 2018 and already has 9 

members. 

Important Points: 

 The Indian Institute of Astrophysics (IIA) is 

an autonomous institute of the 

Department of Science & Technology 

(DST), Govt. of India, headquartered in 

Bengaluru; 

 The International Astronomical Union 

(IAU) headquarters: Paris, France 

5. The digital platform ‘e-Source,’ is being 
developed by which institution to tackle the 
problem of e-waste? 
A. IIT Madras 

B. IIT Delhi 

C. IIT Kanpur 

D. IIT Hyderabad 

E. IIT Bombay 

 
Correct Answer – A. IIT Madras 
Explanation: The Indian Institute of Technology 

(IIT) Madras is working on developing an 

innovative digital model to address the problem 

of e-waste (electronic wastes). The digital 

platform, named as ‘e-Source,’ will act as an 

exchange platform, to serve as an online 

marketplace for Waste Electrical and Electronic 

Equipment (WEEE). 

About the ‘e-Source’ platform: 

 The platform will link various stakeholders 

(buyers and sellers) of used and waste 

electronic equipment and components, 

both in the formal and informal economy. 

 The initiative is being led by the Indo-

German Centre for Sustainability (IGCS), a 

centre set up at IIT Madras in 2010 at the 

initiative of the German and Indian 

governments. 

6. World Coconut Day is observed every year on 
which date? 
A. 1st September 
B. 2nd September 
C. 3rd September 
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D. 4th September 
E. 5th September 
 
Correct Answer – B. 2nd September 
Explanation: Every year on September 2, the 

World Coconut Day is celebrated.The day is 

especially observed in Asian and Pacific nations, 

which are home to most of the world’s coconut 

producing areas and production centers.World 

Coconut Day is observed by increasing public 

awareness about the health and commercial 

benefits of coconut.Coconut is being planted in 

tropical places for millions of years and has 

benefited humanity in a variety of ways.The 

entire globe celebrates one of nature’s healthiest 

fruits on this day.So, on this World Coconut Day, 

let’s look at some of the health advantages of 

coconut. 

7. The Indian Navy has signed a contract with 
which defence equipment manufacturer for the 
supply of the first indigenously developed Naval 
Anti Drone System (NADS)? 
A. BEML Ltd 
B. Bharat Electronics Ltd 
C. Economics Explosives Ltd. 
D. Bharat Dynamics Ltd. 
E. Bharat Heavy Electricals Ltd. 
 
Correct Answer – B. Bharat Electronics Ltd 
Explanation:  The Indian Navy signed a contract 

with Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL) for the 

supply of the first indigenously developed Naval 

Anti Drone System (NADS).The NADS, developed 

by the DRDO and manufactured by BEL.It is the 

first indigenously developed anti-drone system to 

be inducted into the Indian armed forces.The 

NADS can instantly detect micro drones and uses 

a laser-based "kill mechanism" to terminate the 

targets. 

8. Which Small Finance Bank (SFB) has launched 
a new initiative enabling Google Pay users to 
book fixed deposits (FDs)? 
A. Janalakshmi Small Finance Bank 
B. Equitas Small Finance Bank 
C. Ujjvan Small Finance Bank 
D. AU Small Finance Bank 
E. Utkarsh Small Finance Bank 
 
Correct Answer – B. Equitas Small Finance Bank 
Explanation: Equitas Small Finance Bank (SFB) 

has launched a new initiative enabling Google 

Pay users to book fixed deposits (FDs).Initially, 

this functionality will be available for Google Pay 

users who are accessing the app from 

Android.The deposits in Equitas are covered by a 

deposit guarantee upto ₹5 lakh per depositor.On 

maturity, principal and interest of the FD go 

directly to the Google Pay user’s existing bank 

account. 

9. Dr. Firdausi Qadri won Ramon Magsaysay 
Award 2021 she is noted______. 
A. Vaccine Scientist 
B. Environmentalist 
C. Social Activist 
D. Journalist 
E. Economist 
 

Correct Answer – A. Vaccine Scientist 
Explanation:  Bangladeshi vaccine scientist along 

with other 4 were conferred with Ramon 

Magsaysay Award 2021.Dr Qadri is an emeritus 

scientist at the International Centre for 

Diarrhoeal Disease Research, Bangladesh.Other 

winners are Muhammad Amjad Saqib 

(Microfinance pioneer, Pakistan), Roberto Ballon 

(fisher and community environmentalist, 

Philippines), Steven Muncy for humanitarian 

work and refugee assistance (America) and 

Indonesian torch bearer for investigative 

journalism, Watchdoc.Known as Nobel Prize in 
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Asia Ramon Magsaysay award was established in 

April 1957. 

10. Who has been appointed as the as the new 
secretary general of Rajya Sabha, the Upper 
House of Indian Parliament? 
A. JB Mohapatra 
B. Rajnish Kumar 
C. Dorje Angchuk 
D. Parasaram Pattabhi Kesava Ramacharyulu 
E. Abhay Kumar Singh 
 
Correct Answer – D. Parasaram Pattabhi Kesava 
Ramacharyulu 
Explanation: Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu 

appointed Dr. Parasaram Pattabhi Kesava 

Ramacharyulu as the new secretary general of 

the Upper House of Parliament.Ramacharyulu 

has been working as secretary in the Rajya Sabha 

Secretariat since 2018 and succeeds Desh Dipak 

Verma.A Bachelor of Laws and Master of Arts 

(Political Science) degree holder, Ramacharyulu 

was awarded Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D) by the 

Jawaharlal Nehru University for his work on 

‘Committee Systems of Indian Parliament and the 

US Congress: A Comparative Study’ in 

2005.Ramacharyulu is the first ever Upper House 

employee to have risen to the secretary general’s 

post. 

11. In September 2021, who inaugurated NUTRI 
GARDEN to mark the beginning of Poshan Maah 
2021 at All India Institute of Ayurveda (AIIA) 
A. Narendra Modi  
B. Amit Shah  
C. Smriti Zubin Irani 
D. Nirmala Sitharaman 
E. Nitin Gadkari 
 
Correct Answer: C. Smriti Zubin Irani 
Explanation: Union Minister for Women and 

Child Development Smriti Zubin Irani on 

1 September 2021 inaugurated NUTRI GARDEN 

to mark the beginning of Poshan Maah 2021 at 

All India Institute of Ayurveda (AIIA).  Plantation 

drive and distribution of plants having health and 

nutritional benefits were carried out for patients 

and health care workers like Shatavari, 

Ashwagandha, Musli, and Yashtimadhu. 

Information brochure of selected plants having 

nutritive value was also provided to the common 

public. Ayurvedic classical nutritious recipes 

representing various states like Sattu drink, 

Sesame Laddoo, Jhangore Ki Kheer, Niger seeds 

Laddoo, Amalaki Panaka etc. were also displayed 

during the event. 

Poshan Maah is an initiative of WCD Ministry and 

NITI Aayog. It is supported by 18 line 

Ministries/Departments/Government 

Organizations. It seeks to synergise all efforts by 

leveraging technology and intends to take 

nutrition awareness to the level of Jan Andolan 

or People’s Movement. The programme focuses 

on 8 themes: 1. Antenatal Care. 2. Optimal 

Breastfeeding (Early & Exclusive). 3. 

Complementary Feeding. 4. Anemia. 5. Growth 

Monitoring. 6. Girls-education, Diet, Right age of 

Marriage. 7. Hygiene & Sanitation. 8. Food 

Fortification. POSHAN Abhiyaan (National 

Nutrition Mission) was launched on 8th March, 

2018. The programme strives to reduce the level 

of Stunting, Under-nutrition, Anaemia and Low 

Birth Weight in Children, as also, focus on 

Adolescent Girls, Pregnant Women & Lactating 

Mothers, thus holistically addressing 

malnutrition. 

12. Indian Army would participate in Exercise 
ZAPAD 2021, a Multi Nation exercises being held 
in which country from 03 to 16 September 
2021? 
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A. Canada 

B. Russia 

C. United States 

D. Germany 

E. Japan 

 
Correct Answer – B. Russia 
Explanation: Indian Army would participate in 

Exercise ZAPAD 2021, a Multi Nation exercises 

being held at Nizhniy, Russia from 03 to 16 

September 2021. ZAPAD 2021 is one of the 

theatre-level exercise of the Russian Armed 

Forces and would focus primarily on operations 

against terrorists. Over a dozen countries from 

the Eurasian and South Asian Regions would 

participate in this event. 

Russia:   

 Capital – Moscow.  

 Currency – Russian ruble.  

 President – Vladimir Putin.  

 Prime minister – Mikhail Mishustin 

13. Union Information and Broadcasting (IB) 
Minister Anurag Thakur on 1 September 2021 
inaugurated the first BRICS Film Technology 
Symposium. India will host which edition of 
BRICS summit in 2021? 
A. 10th 
B. 11th 
C. 12th 
D. 13th 
E. 14th 
 
Correct Answer – D. 13th 
Explanation: Union Information and 

Broadcasting (IB) Minister Anurag Thakur on 1 

September 2021 inaugurated the first BRICS Film 

Technology Symposium. The focus of the BRICS 

symposium is to acknowledge the service sector 

and technicians working for the film industry. 

India is preparing to host the 13th BRICS summit 

in 2021. BRICS stands for Brazil, Russia, India, 

China, and South Africa.The two-day film 

technology symposium, in cooperation with the 

Film and Television Institute of India (FTII), will 

have 25 speakers from BRICS countries who will 

touch upon different segments of film 

technology. A virtual exhibition by the film 

technology companies will also take place on the 

sidelines of the event. The symposium is being 

held against the backdrop of the BRICS film 

festival to be organised along with the 52nd 

International Film Festival of India in Goa in 

November 2021. 

14. In September 2021, who launched the Fit 
India Quiz, which is the first-ever quiz on fitness 
and sports, in New Delhi? 
A. Narendra Modi  
B. Amit Shah  
C. Anurag Singh Thakur 
D. Nirmala Sitharaman 
E. Nitin Gadkari 
 
Correct Answer – C. Anurag Singh Thakur 
Explanation: Union Minister of Youth Affairs and 

Sports Shri Anurag Singh Thakur on 1 September 

2021 launched the Fit India Quiz, which is the 

first-ever quiz on fitness and sports, in New Delhi. 

The nation-wide quiz would give a chance to 

compete on a national platform and an 

opportunity to win a total cash prize of more 

than Rs 3 crores for their schools. 

This Fit India Quiz is part of the central 

government’s 'Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav' 

initiative to celebrate 75 years of India’s 

Independence. The nation-wide quiz is aimed at 

creating awareness about fitness and sports 

among school-going children. New Education 

Policy (NEP)-2020 gives special attention to 

sports-integrated learning for students to adopt 
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fitness as a lifelong attitude as envisaged in the 

Fit India Movement. 

15. In September 2021, which state has decided 
to set up new medical colleges and super-
specialty hospitals across the state on a public-
private partnership (PPP) basis? 
A.  Gujarat 
B.  Bihar 
C. Maharashtra 
D. Telangana 
E. Haryana 
 
Correct Answer: C. Maharashtra 
Explanation: Maharashtra government on 1 

September 2021 decided to set up new medical 

colleges and superspecialty hospitals across the 

state on a public-private partnership (PPP) basis. 

A high-powered committee headed by the state 

chief secretary would examine the provisions of 

the scheme to be made applicable to the health 

sector and give approvals accordingly. 

In the next three years, additional 1,000 seats in 

MD, MS and DNB courses will be created. These 

1,000 seats include 350 in the proposed 

government medical colleges and 650 in the 

existing medical colleges. In the next ten years, 

there will be 2,600 more MBBS seats, including 

1,800 in the new medical colleges and 800 in the 

present colleges. Every year there will be an 

increase (in the number of patients) in OPDs (Out 

Patient Departments) by one crore and in In-

Patient Department (IPD) by 10 lakh. 

 

3rd September 2021
1. The Y-Break is a 5-min yoga protocol 
application with focus on working professional, 
launched by which ministry? 
A. Ministry of AYUSH 
B. Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports 
C. Ministry of Health & Family Welfare  
D. Ministry of Women and Child Development 
E. Ministry of Home Affairs 
 
Correct Answer – A. Ministry of AYUSH 
Explanation: The Union AYUSH 

Minister, Sarbananda Sonowal has launched ‘Y 

Break’ Yoga protocol mobile application in New 

Delhi. The app has been developed by Morarji 

Desai National Institute of Yoga (MDNIY). The 

app was launched as a part of the week-long 

activities and campaigns organised by the 

Ministry of Ayush to commemorate Azadi ka 

Amrit Mahotsav from August 30 to September 5, 

2021. 

About the app: 

The Y-Break (or the “Yoga Break) mobile 

application is a unique five-minute Yoga protocol 

app, designed especially for working 

professionals to de-stress, refresh and re-focus at 

their workplace to increase their productivity, 

and consists of Asanas, Pranayam and 

Dhyana.While on one hand the app will facilitate 

doing yoga and meditation with ease anywhere 

in just 5 minutes, it will also bring awareness 

about different Yoga practices. 

2. India’s economy grew by _________ during 
the April-June quarter of this financial year, as 
against a 24.4% contraction seen during the 
same period last year. 
A. 12.1% 
B. 20.1% 
C. 26.1% 
D. 30.1% 
E. 10.1% 
 
Correct Answer – B. 20.1% 
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Explanation: India’s economy grew 

by 20.1% during the April-June quarter of this 

financial year, as against a 24.4% contraction 

seen during the same period last year.The 

massive growth seen in the first quarter has 

made India the fastest-growing major economy 

across the globe.In the previous quarter, India’s 

economy had grown by 1.6%. For the full 

financial year 2020-21, India’s GDP contracted 

by 7.3%. 

3. Veteran Kashmiri separatist leader and 
former chief of the All Parties Hurriyat 
Conference (APHC), ______ passed away. 
A. Mirwaiz Umar Farooq 
B. Mukhtar Ahmed Waza 
C. Syed Ali Shah Geelani 
D. Azhar Bhat 
E. Zaroon bhat 
 

Correct Answer – C. Syed Ali Shah Geelani 
Explanation: Veteran Kashmiri separatist leader 

and former chief of the All Parties Hurriyat 

Conference (APHC), Syed Ali Shah Geelani passed 

away. He was 91 years old.Syed Ali Gilani was 

born on September 29, 1929, to Syed Peer Shah 

Gilani of Zoori Munz village in Tehsil 

Bandipora.Gilani received his early education at 

Sopore and finished his studies at the Oriental 

College, Lahore Pakistan. 

4. Zamboanga Sibugay-based fisherman and 
community environmentalist Roberto Ballon got 
the Ramon Magsaysay 2021.Zamboanga 
Sibugay is a province located in 
the_______________. 
A. Philippines 
B. Vietnam 
C. Laos 
D. Malaysia 
E. Thailand 
 
Correct Answer – A. Philippines 

Explanation: Ramon Magsaysay Award 

2021 awardees have been announced, the 

winners will be formally awarded the Magsaysay 

Award during the November 28 event at 

the Ramon Magsaysay Centre in Manila. Among 

the awardees is Dr Firdousi Qadri of Bangladesh 

and Muhammad Amjad Saqib of Pakistan, as well 

as Philippine fisheries and community 

environmentalist Roberto Ballon, American 

citizen Steven Munsi, who works for 

humanitarian work and help refugees, and 

Indonesian WatchDoc for investigative 

journalism. 

List of awardees of Ramon Magsaysay Awards 

2021: 

 Muhammad Amjad Saqib: A visionary 

who founded one of the largest 

microfinance institutions in Pakistan, 

servicing millions of families. 

 Firdausi Qadri: A Bangladeshi scientist 

who has been instrumental in discovering 

vaccines that have saved millions of lives. 

 Steven Muncy: A humanitarian who has 

been helping the displaced refugees of 

Southeast Asia rebuild their lives. 

 WatchDoc: A production house that 

ingeniously combines documentary 

filmmaking and alternative platforms to 

highlight underreported issues in 

Indonesia. 

 Roberto Ballon: A fisherman from 

Southern Philippines who has led a 

community in restoring their rich aquatic 

resources and their primary source of 

livelihood. 

About the Ramon Magsaysay Award: 
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The Ramon Magsaysay Award is Asia’s highest 

honor and is widely regarded as the region’s 

equivalent of the Nobel Prize. It celebrates the 

memory and leadership example of the third 

Philippine president after whom the award is 

named, and is given every year to individuals or 

organizations in Asia who manifest the same 

selfless service that ruled the life of the late and 

beloved Filipino leader. 

5. Which country hosted the 8th Meeting of 
Agriculture Experts of BIMSTEC Countries 
recently? 
A. Bhutan 

B. Nepal 

C. Sri Lanka 

D. India 

E. Pakistan 

Correct Answer – D. India 
Explanation: India hosted the 8th Meeting of 

Agriculture Experts of Bay of Bengal Initiative for 

Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic 

Cooperation (BIMSTEC) Countries through video 

conferencing. The meeting was chaired by 

Dr Trilochan Mohapatra, Secretary, Department 

of Agricultural Research & Education & Director 

General of ICAR. BIMSTEC comprise of seven 

Member States including five from South Asia 

(Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, Sri Lanka), and 

two from Southeast Asia, including Myanmar and 

Thailand. 

During this meet, Chairman highlighted the UN 

Food System Summit 2021 and transformational 

aspects that are happening across agriculture 

and food systems globally. The BIMSTEC Member 

States also appreciated the greater engagement 

of India in offering six slots of scholarships for 

Master and PhD programmes in agriculture and 

other initiatives for capacity development & 

training. 

About the BIMSTEC 

BIMSTEC was founded in 1997 with the objective 

of pursuing mutual trade, connectivity & cultural, 

technical & economic development in the region. 

It earlier included six sectors viz., technology, 

trade, energy, transport, fisheries, and tourism. 

Sectors were later expanded to 14 areas of 

cooperation. Agriculture is one among the 14 

sectors. 

6. Which state/union territories has declared 
the black-necked crane and snow leopard as 
their state bird and animal respectively? 
A. Ladakh 

B. Jammu & Kashmir 

C. Puducherry 

D. Chattisgarh 

E. Uttarakhand 

Correct Answer – A. Ladakh 
Explanation:  Union Territory (UT) of Ladakh has 

declared the black-necked crane and snow 

leopard as their state bird and animal 

respectively.Black-necked crane, only found in 

Ladakh region was previously the state bird of 

the former state of J&K, along with Hangul as the 

state animal.The crane was chosen as the state 

bird since it is only found in the eastern region of 

Ladakh.The snow leopards are mainly found in 

the western and eastern regions of the 

Himalayas, including Ladakh, J&K, Himachal 

Pradesh, Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh, and 

Uttarakhand.Black-necked crane and snow 

leopard are two endangered species and the 

pride of Ladakh. 
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7. Separatist leader and pro-Pakistan supporter 
Syed Ali Shah Geelani passed away recently, he 
belonged to which separatist group? 
A. Tehreek-e-Hurriyat 

B. Dukhtaran-e-Millat 

C. Jammu Kashmir Liberation Front 

D. Jammu and Kashmir Democratic Freedom 

Party 

E. Ansar Ghazwat-ul-Hind 

Correct Answer – A. Tehreek-e-Hurriyat 
Explanation: Separatist leader and pro-Pakistan 

supporter Syed Ali Shah Geelani passed away.He 

was well known for spearheaded the separatist 

movement in Jammu and Kashmir for over three 

decades.A three-time MLA in the erstwhile state 

from Sopore, Geelani had virtually become the 

face of agitation in the 2008 Amarnath land row, 

2010 agitation sparked by killing of a youth in 

Srinagar.He was the founder member of Hurriyat 

Conference but broke away and formed his own 

Tehreek-e-Hurriyat in early 2000. 

8. Two-term Rajya Sabha MP Chandan Mitra 
passed away recently, he was also a veteran 
_______. 
A. Singer 

B. Journalist 

C. Scientist 

D. Sportsman 

E. Sand Sculptor 

Correct Answer – B. Journalist 
Explanation: Veteran journalist and two-term 

Rajya Sabha MP Chandan Mitra passed 

away.Editor and managing director of The 

Pioneer newspaper, Mitra had been unwell for 

the past one year.Considered a prominent right-

wing intellectual he was first nominated to the 

Rajya Sabha by the BJP in 2003.Mitra started his 

journalism career with The Statesman in 

Kolkata.He joined The Pioneer, which he headed 

editorially for around 24 years, after stints at The 

Times of India. 

9. Which state/union territories has launched 
Rural Enterprises Acceleration Programme titled 
'Saath' for Self Help Group (SHG) women? 
A. Ladakh 
B. Jammu & Kashmir 
C. Puducherry 
D. Chattisgarh  
E. Uttarakhand 
 

Correct Answer – B. Jammu & Kashmir 
Explanation: Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant 

Governor Manoj Sinha launched Rural 

Enterprises Acceleration Programme titled 

'Saath' for Self Help Group (SHG) women.This 

Saath initiative will stress on mentoring and 

market linkages of products created by these 

women.This will transform the lives of these 

women and make them independent and strong 

in social and financial aspects.This initiative aims 

to teach women such skills and convert their 

businesses into Higher Order Enterprises. 

10. Alejandro Prieto held from which country 
who has won the Bird Photographer of the Year 
award 2021? 
A. USA 
B. Canada 
C. Mexico 
D. Brazil 
E. Argentina 
 
Correct Answer – C. Mexico 
Explanation: Mexican photographer Alejandro 

Prieto has won the Bird Photographer of the Year 

award 2021.His photo features a roadrunner at a 

new section of the border wall between Mexico 

and the USA.Prieto wins the top prize of £5,000 

and the prestigious title.His image also won Gold 

Award in the Birds in the Environment 

category.His photo was selected from more than 

http://www.ixammr.com/
http://bit.ly/ixammrapp


 
 

Ixammr – India’s No.1 Sarkari Exam Prep. App – Free Mock Test | Topics Wise Quizzes | E-Books & Free PDFs 
 

 
Copyright 2021 @ www.ixammr.com 

22,000 submissions by photographers from 

around the world. 

11. The famous eat streets of 56 Dukan and 
Sarafa Chowpaty of which city have bagged the 
‘Clean Street Food Hub’ certification from Food 
Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI)? 
A. Chennai 
B. Indore 
C. Lucknow 
D. Bathinda 
E. Pune 
 
Correct Answer: B. Indore 
Explanation: Indore's famous eat streets of 56 

Dukan and Sarafa Chowpaty have bagged the 

‘Clean Street Food Hub’ certification from Food 

Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI). 

56 Dukaan market has been declared as the 

second 'clean street food hub' in India. 

The FSSAI certification – valid for two years — is 

given for adopting best practices like garbage 

disposal, personal hygiene, demarcation of 

cooking and non-cooking areas, streetlights, pest 

control and cleanliness. As per FSSAI regulations, 

all workers must maintain personal hygiene, 

wear gloves and cover their heads. Shops must 

use RO water, cook and serve in steel utensils, 

wash utensils in liquid soap (not powder) and 

properly dispose of leftovers.Food Safety and 

Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) is an 

autonomous statutory body established under 

the Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006 (FSS 

Act). Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, 

Government of India is the administrative 

Ministry of FSSAI. It is headquartered in Delhi. 

12. In September 2021, with whom has Indian 
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 
announced new steps to tackle climate change? 

A. Bobby Jindal 

B. Rishi Sunak 

C. Shantanu Narayen 

D. Fareed Zakaria 

E. Zubin Mehta 

 
Correct Answer – B. Rishi Sunak 
Explanation: UK Chancellor  Rishi Sunak and 

Indian Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 

have announced new steps to tackle climate 

change. This includes a $1.2 billion package of 

public and private investment in green projects 

and renewable energy.They have also jointly 

launched the Climate Finance Leadership 

Initiative aimed at mobilizing private capital into 

sustainable infrastructure in India.  These 

investments will support India’s target of 450GW 

renewable energy by 2030. Besides this, there 

was a “new $200 million private and multilateral 

investment into the joint UKIndia Green Growth 

Equity Fund which invests in Indian renewable 

energy." The announcements come ahead of the 

UK hosting the climate change Conference of 

Parties conference in Glasgow in November. 

13. In September 2021, who opened a new 
epidemic intelligence hub with WHO Director-
General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus? 
A. Armin Laschet 
B. Angela Merkel 
C. Emmanuel Macron 
D. Vladimir Putin 
E. Helmut Kohl 
 
Correct Answer – B. Angela Merkel 
Explanation: German Chancellor Angela Merkel 

on September 1, 2021, opened a new epidemic 

intelligence hub in Berlin with WHO Director-

General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus. The hub 

will serve as a collecting point for all available 

information on viruses. The data will then be 
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analyzed for use in the global fight against 

pandemics. The hub and its work will be given 30 

million euros funding. 

The Hub will bring together partners worldwide 

to collaborate and create the tools and data 

needed for all countries to prepare, detect and 

respond to pandemic and epidemic risks. The 

first head of the centre will be Chikwe 

Ihekweazu, currently Director of the Nigeria 

Centre for Disease Control. 

14. Who addressed the 16th 
sustainability summit 2021 of the Confederation 
of Indian Industry (CII) as the Chief Guest on 2 
September 2021? 
A. Hardeep Singh Puri 
B. Narendra Singh Tomar 
C. Narendra Modi 
D. Piyush Goyal 
E. Nitin Gadkari 
 
Correct Answer – B. Narendra Singh Tomar 
Explanation: The Union Minister of Agriculture 

and Farmers Welfare Narendra Singh 

Tomar addressed the 16th sustainability summit 

2021 of the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) 

as the Chief Guest on 2 September 2021. The 

conference was also addressed by Denmark's 

Environment Minister Ms. Lea Wermelin and CII 

Director General Mr. Chandrajit Banerjee. 

Due to severe climate imbalance, some regions 

are facing droughts while others are struggling to 

control floods.Union Minister Tomar said that 

under the Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi, 

so far about 1,57,000 crore rupees have been 

deposited in the bank accounts of more than 11 

crore farmers of the country. The Prime Minister 

has launched the Production Linked Incentive 

(PLI) scheme, which will prove beneficial for 

other industries including food processing. 10 

thousand Farmer Producer Organizations (FPOs) 

will be formed in the country. 

15. In September 2021, the first commercial 
shipment of Apricot sourced from the Union 
Territory (UT) of Ladakh has been exported to 
which city? 
A. Jakarta 
B. Dubai 
C. Paris 
D. London 
E. Tokyo 
 
Correct Answer: B. Dubai 
Explanation: The first commercial shipment of 

Apricot sourced from the Union Territory (UT) of 

Ladakh has been exported to Dubai. The 

shipment was exported by APEDA registered 

exporter from Mumbai. Agricultural and 

Processed Food Products Export Development 

Authority (APEDA) has been working to establish 

an export value chain for Ladakh Apricot in 

association with an importer group based in 

Dubai. 

Ladakh Apricots have a unique soothing taste and 

texture with high sugar contents and total 

soluble solids.Ladakh produces several varieties 

of Apricots out of which four to five varieties are 

taken up for commercial cultivation and export 

opportunities exist for these varieties. 

What is APEDA?  

 It is an apex body under the Ministry of 

Commerce and Industry, Government of 

India, responsible for the export 

promotion of agricultural products.  

 Founded – 13 February 1986.  

 Headquarters – New Delhi 
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4th September 2021
1. Which of these countries have been inducted 
as the new member country of the New 
Development Bank (NDB) set up by BRICS 
nation? 
A. Bangladesh 
B. UAE 
C. Uruguay 
D. All of the above 
E. None of these 
 
Correct Answer: D. All of the above 
Explanation: The Shanghai-based New 

Development Bank (NDB) has approved 

the United Arab Emirates, Uruguay and 

Bangladesh as its new member countries. In 

2020, the NDB Board of Governors initiated the 

negotiation to expand its membership. As a 

result UAE, Uruguay and Bangladesh have been 

admitted as the first new member countries of 

the NDB. 

NDB was established by the BRICS (Brazil, Russia, 

India, China and South Africa) countries in 2015. 

The bank supports public or private projects 

through loans, guarantees, equity participation 

and other financial instruments. 

Important Points: 

 New Development Bank 

Headquarter: Shanghai, China; 

 New Development Bank 

President: Marcos Prado Troyjo; 

 New Development Bank Founder: BRICS; 

 New Development Bank Founded: 15 July 

2014. 

2.  Sidharth Shukla, who has passed away 
recently, was associated with which field? 

A. Politics 
B. Journalism 
C. Sports 
D. Television 
E. Economist 
 
Correct Answer – D. Television 
Explanation: Bigg Boss 13 winner actor Sidharth 

Shukla has passed away. He has been a part of 

films like Humpty Sharma Ke Dulhania.The 

actor’s last screen outing was Ekta Kapoor’s 

popular show ‘Broken But Beautiful 3’ in which 

he played the role of Agastya. He is known for his 

roles in daily soaps such as “Balika Vadhu” and 

“Dil Se Dil Tak”. He is also popular for his tints in 

reality shows such as “Jhalak Dikhhla Jaa 6”, 

“Fear Factor: Khatron Ke Khiladi” and “Bigg Boss 

13”. 

3.  Which of the following state/UT will host 
Defence Expo-2022? 
A. Delhi 
B. Uttar Pradesh 
C. Rajasthan 
D. Gujarat 
E. Maharashtra 
 

Correct Answer – D. Gujarat 
Explanation: The next Defence Expo will be 

hosted by Gujarat in 2022. This was announced 

by chief minister Vijay Rupani. The Memorandum 

of Understanding has been signed between the 

Department of Defence Production and the 

Gujarat Government in this regard. About 100 

countries are expected to participate in this 

biannual event. 

About the Defence Expo-2022: 
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Defence Expo-2022 will be held 

in Gandhinagar from 10th to 13th March next 

year. The aim of Defense Expo 2022 is to move 

from Make in India to make for the world. The 

Defence Expo-2022 will focus on making India a 

Defence manufacturing hub. 

4. Which of the following company has been 
awarded the Prestigious global “Association for 
Talent Development (ATD) 2021 BEST Award”? 
A. Power Grid Corporation of India 
B. National Thermal Power Corporation Limited 
C. Indian Oil Corporation 
D. Oil and Natural Gas Corporation 
E. Bharat Petroleum 
 
Correct Answer – A. Power Grid Corporation of 
India 
Explanation:  Power Grid Corporation of India 

Limited (POWERGRID), a Maharatna CPSU under 

Ministry of Power, Government of India has been 

awarded the coveted “Association for Talent 

Development (ATD) 2021 BEST 

Award”. POWERGRID securing 8th rank among 

the 71 organizations from around the globe, thus 

becoming the only PSU to win this award and one 

of the only two companies of India in the Top 20. 

The Association for Talent Development (ATD, 

formerly ASTD) is the world’s largest association 

dedicated to those who develop talent in 

organizations and ATD’s BEST Award is the talent 

development industry’s most rigorous and 

coveted recognition. 

Important Points: 

 POWERGRID Founded: 23 October 1989; 

 POWERGRID Headquarters: Gurgaon, 

India. 

5. Name the winner of Bird Photographer of the 
Year (BPOTY) 2021. 

A. Maofeng Shen 

B. Felipe Foncueva 

C. Alejandro Prieto 

D. Jonas Classon 

E. Roni John 

Correct Answer – C. Alejandro Prieto 
Explanation: Mexican photographer Alejandro 

Prieto has emerged as the winner of the Bird 

Photographer of the Year (BPOTY) 2021. He has 

won for capturing a photograph of a greater 

roadrunner staring up at the barbed-wire-clad 

border wall between the USA and Mexico, with 

what almost looks like a sense of 

bewilderment.The image has been given the title 

as ‘Blocked’. The Bird Photographer of the Year 

comes with a cash prize of £5,000. He was 

chosen from among 22,000 entries from 73 

countries. 

6. Which private life insurance company will 
acquire Exide Life Insurance from Exide 
Industries in a deal worth ₹6,687 crore? 
A. Aegon Life Insurance 
B. Bajaj Allianz Life Insurance 
C. HDFC Life Insurance 
D. Bharti AXA Life Insurance 
E. ICICI Prudential Life Insurance 
 
Correct Answer – C. HDFC Life Insurance 
Explanation: HDFC Life Insurance will acquire 

Exide Life Insurance from Exide Industries in a 

deal worth ₹6,687 crore.HDFC Life will acquire 

100% stake in Exide Life Insurance from Exide 

Industries via issuance of 8,70,22,222 shares at 

an issue price of ₹685 per share and a cash 

payout of ₹726 crore aggregating to ₹6,687 

crore.The process for merger of Exide Life into 

HDFC Life will be initiated on completion of the 

acquisition. 
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7. Who has been roped in as the face of 'Stay in 
Play'' campaign of German footwear and 
accessories major Adidas? 
A. Mirabai Chanu 
B. PV Sandhu 
C. Lovlina Borgohain 
D. MC Marry Kom 
E. Neeraj Chopra 
  
Correct Answer – A. Mirabai Chanu 
Explanation: German footwear and accessories 

major Adidas has roped in Tokyo Olympic Silver-

medalist Mirabai Chanu as the face of its ''Stay in 

Play'' campaign for its latest product innovation 

designed to keep more menstruating women in 

sports.The new TechFit Period Proof tights, 

featuring an absorbent layer to help protect 

against leaks when worn with a tampon or 

pad.Such innovations showcase Adidas’ 

commitment to encourage and support women 

in sport.Adidas found that teenage girls are 

dropping out of sport at an alarming rate, with 

one of the key reasons being fear of period 

leakage. 

8. Indian Army participate in the Multi Nation 
‘Exercise ZAPAD 2021’ that was held in which 
country? 
A. Russia 
B. Germany 
C. Japan 
D. Australia 
E. Turkey 
 
Correct Answer – A. Russia 
Explanation: The Indian Army contingent 

participated in the multi-nation military exercise, 

'ZAPAD 2021', at Nizhny in Russia.The 14-day-

long activity is aimed at enhancing military and 

strategic ties amongst the participating 

nations.The ZAPAD is one of the theatre level 

exercises of the Russian Armed Forces and will 

focus primarily on operations against terrorists, 

according to the Ministry of Defence.More than a 

dozen countries from Eurasia and South Asia will 

also participate in the same exercise. 

9. The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has 
raises India's special drawing rights allocation to 
$17.86 billion. Which of the following currencies 
in not comprises in SDR basket? 
A. US Dollar 
B. Euro 
C. Japanese Yen 
D. Indian Rupees 
E. Chinese Renminbi 
 

Correct Answer – D. Indian Rupees 
Explanation: The International Monetary Fund 

(IMF) has sharply increased its allocation of 

Special Drawing Rights (SDR) to India, in line with 

the country's existing quota in the fund.SDR is an 

alternate reserve currency floated by the IMF, 

which the member countries can freely exchange 

between themselves instead of relying on 

currency of any one particular country.The IMF 

has increased India's SDR quota to 12.57 billion, 

which is equivalent to $17.86 billion at the latest 

exchange rate, on August 23.SDR basket 

comprises of U.S. dollar, Euro, Japanese yen, 

pound sterling and Chinese renminbi. 

10 The New Development Bank (NDB) has 
approved which country as its new member? 
A. Nepal 
B. Bhutan 
C. Sri Lanka 
D. Bangladesh 
E. Singapore 
 
Correct Answer – D. Bangladesh 
Explanation: The New Development Bank 

(NDB) established by the BRICS ((Brazil, Russia, 

India, China and South Africa) countries in 2015 

has approved Bangladesh as its new member.The 

http://www.ixammr.com/
http://bit.ly/ixammrapp


 
 

Ixammr – India’s No.1 Sarkari Exam Prep. App – Free Mock Test | Topics Wise Quizzes | E-Books & Free PDFs 
 

 
Copyright 2021 @ www.ixammr.com 

NDB Board of Governors initiated the negotiation 

to expand its membership in 2020.It has now 

approved the United Arab Emirates, Uruguay and 

Bangladesh as its first new member 

countries.Since the beginning of its operations, 

NDB has approved about 80 projects totaling a 

portfolio of USD 30 billion.Projects in areas such 

as transport, water and sanitation, clean energy, 

digital infrastructure, social infrastructure and 

urban development are within the scope of the 

Bank. 

11. In September 2021, India has approved how 
many solar parks with a cumulative capacity of 
37 gigawatt (GW) under the solar park scheme? 
A. 13 
B. 21 
C. 33 
D. 45 
E. 57 
 
Correct Answer: D. 45 
Explanation: India has approved 45 solar parks 
with a cumulative capacity of 37 gigawatt (GW) 
under the solar park scheme. India’s solar and 
wind generation recorded an all-time high of 
43.1GW on 27 July 2021. India has also crossed 
the 100 GW milestone of installed renewable 
energy capacity.India is running the world’s 
largest clean energy programme to achieve 175 
GW of renewable capacity. 
12. In September 2021, which of the following 
has directed e-commerce platforms to delist 
plant-based products as dairy milk products? 
A. Center for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition 
B. U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
C. Food Safety and Standards Authority of India 
D. Joint Expert Committee on Food Additives 
E. Chicago Council on Global Affairs Global 
Agricultural Development Initiative 
 
Correct Answer – C. Food Safety and Standards 
Authority of India 

Explanation: Food Safety and Standards 
Authority of India has directed e-commerce 
platforms to delist plantbased products as dairy 
milk products. Brands in India such as Sofit and 
NatureVit sell packaged soya, almond or coconut 
milk on ecommerce grocery platforms as dairy 
products. This is despite a government regulation 
that non-milk products cannot be classified and 
sold as 'dairy' products. 
 
FSSAI:  

 Headquarters – New Delhi.  

 Founded – August 2011.  

 Established under – Ministry of Health & 
Family Welfare, Government of India 

 
13. In September 2021, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi delivered a video-address during the 
plenary session of the 6th Eastern Economic 
Forum (EEF), held in which city? 
A. Moscow 
B. New Delhi 
C. Vladivostok 
D. Mumbai 
E. Saint Petersburg 
 

Correct Answer – C. Vladivostok 
Explanation: Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
delivered a video-address during the plenary 
session of the 6th Eastern Economic Forum (EEF) 
held on 3 September 2021 in Vladivostok. PM 
was the Chief Guest for the 5th EEF in 2019, the 
first by an Indian Prime Minister. He reiterated 
India’s commitment as part of its 'Act East Policy’ 
of being a reliable partner of Russia in this 
regard. 
PM stressed on the importance of greater 
economic and commercial engagement between 
the two sides in line with the ‘Special and 
Privileged Strategic Partnership’.He also referred 
to other potential areas of economic cooperation 
including diamond, coking coal, steel, timber etc. 
 
14. In September 2021, National e-Governance 
Division (NeGD) under the Ministry of 
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Electronics and Information Technology has 
signed an MoU with which of the following to 
establish Cyber Labs? 
A. National Law University (NLU), Delhi 
B. National Law Institute University (NLIU), 
Bhopal 
C. Symbiosis International University 
D. Both 1 and 2 
E.  All 1, 2 and 3 
 
Correct Answer – B. National Law Institute 
University (NLIU), Bhopal 
Explanation:  National e-Governance Division 
(NeGD) under the Ministry of Electronics and 
Information Technology has signed an MoU with 
National Law University (NLU), Delhi and National 
Law Institute University (NLIU), Bhopal. It will 
establish a Cyber Lab for the ‘Online Capacity 
Building Programme on Cyber Law, Crime 
Investigation and Digital Forensics’. 
 
The lab will have a training room capacity of 25 
Users and remote connectivity for 25 Users each, 
at a given time augmented with AR/VR features. 
The goal of this programme is to enable Police 
Officers, State Cyber Cells, Law Enforcement 
Agencies, Prosecutors and Judicial Officers to 
acquire requisite skills to deal with Cyber 
Forensics cases efficiently & effectively. NeGD, in 
collaboration with NLIU Bhopal has taken this 
initiative to offer a 9 Months Online PG Diploma 
to 1000 Officials through its Learning 
Management System (LMS). The programme 
enables learners to experience anytime 

anywhere learning on the go. The first batch 
started in November 2020 with a total of 579 
participants approved for the course. 
 
15. In September 2021, which state decided to 
form a technical committee to oversee the 
implementation of a contingency crop plan? 
A. Kerala 
B. Karnataka 
C. Telangana 
D. Odisha 
E. Rajasthan 
 
Correct Answer: D. Odisha 
Explanation: The Odisha government on 3 
September 2021 decided to form a technical 
committee to oversee the implementation of a 
contingency crop plan. The committee has been 
set up under the chairmanship of the vice-
chancellor of Odisha University of Agriculture and 
Technology (OUAT). The technical committee has 
been directed to submit its report by September 
6, 2021. 
 
With 27 of the 30 districts experiencing deficient 
rainfall this monsoon, Odisha government asked 
all district collectors to prepare block and 
panchayat-wise contingency plans and adopt 
alternate means of cultivation. The officials of 
the departments concerned have also been 
directed to submit the data related to rain 
deficiency to their higher authorities. 
 

5th & 6th September 2021
1. PM Modi virtually addressed the 6th Eastern 
Economic Forum (EEF) recently. Which country 
was the host of the EEF Summit 2021? 
A. France 
B. Russia 
C. Germany 
D. Australia 
E. Italy 

 
Correct Answer: B. Russia 
Explanation: Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi virtually addressed the plenary session of 
the 6th Eastern Economic Forum (EEF), organised 
in Vladivostok, Russia. An Indian delegation led 
by Minister of Petroleum and Natural 
Gas, Hardeep Singh Puri and comprising leading 
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Indian oil and gas companies are participating in 
the EEF Summit 2021 in Russia.On the sidelines 
of EEF, Petroleum Minister will also have 
meetings with Russian Energy Minister Nikolay 
Shulginov to review bilateral energy cooperation 
in the energy sector and with the Russian 
Minister for Development of Far East and Arctic 
Alexei Chekunkov to discuss the collaboration 
between Indian and Russian companies in that 
region. Petroleum Minister will also co-chair 
India-Russia Business Dialogue. 
 
2. What was the profession of Chandan Mitra 
who has passed away recently? 
A. Jounalist  
B. Author 
C. Banker 
D. Actor 
E. Writer 
 
Correct Answer – A. Jounalist 
Explanation:Former Rajya Sabha MP and senior 
journalist Chandan Mitra has passed away.He 
was the Editor and Managing Director of The 
Pioneer newspaper in New Delhi.Mitra was 
nominated as a member of the Rajya Sabha from 
August 2003 to 2009.In June 2010, Mitra was 
elected to another term in the Rajya Sabha by 
BJP from Madhya Pradesh.His term ended in 
2016.In July 2018, he resigned from the BJP and 
joined the Trinamool Congress (TMC). 
 
3. How many Unicorns are there in India as per 
the report of Hurun India Future Unicorn List 
2021? 
A. 91 
B. 51 
C. 71 
D. 81 
E. 101 
 
Correct Answer – B. 51 
Explanation: Hurun Research Institute has 
released the Hurun India Future Unicorn List 
2021, as per which India is the third-largest 

Unicorn/startup ecosystem in the world. 
The USA is on top followed by China on 
second.India has 51 unicorns according to the 
list. The USA has 396 and China has 277 
unicorns.Zilingo is the top unicorn in the ranking 
in India with funding of USD 310.The 
headquarters of Zilingo is in 
Singapore. Bengaluru is the top Indian city in 
terms of the number of Unicorns headquartered 
in a city. Bengaluru has 31 unicorns followed by 
Mumbai which has 12 unicorns. 
 
4. Who is the first woman Chairperson & 
Managing Director of public sector enterprise 
Engineers India Ltd? 
A. Rubina Tyagi 
B. Maitri Reddy 
C. Vartika Shukla 
D. Soumya Sharma  
E. Akriti Shukla 
 
Correct Answer – C. Vartika Shukla 
Explanation:  Vartika Shukla took charge as 
the first woman Chairperson and Managing 
Director of public sector enterprise Engineers 
India Ltd. She spearheaded the company’s 
innovative energy programmes, including 
biofuels, coal gasification, waste to fuel and 
hydrogen energy, among others. 
 
About the Vartika Shukla: 
A graduate in Chemical Engineering from the 
Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur, Shukla 
joined EIL in 1988 and has extensive consulting 
experience comprising design, engineering, and 
implementation of complexes in refining, gas 
processing, petrochemicals and fertilisers. 
 
Important Points: 

 Engineers India Ltd Founded: 1965. 
 
5. The Canadian city of Burnaby has declared 
September 5 as _________. 
A. Sunil Jain Day 
B. Gauri Lankesh Day 
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C. Danish Siddiqui Day 
D. Najmul Hasan Day 
E.  Priya Ramrakha Day 
 
Correct Answer – B. Gauri Lankesh Day 
Explanation: The Canadian city of Burnaby has 
declared September 5 as “Gauri Lankesh Day”, as 
a tribute to the dead journalist on her death 
anniversary, her sister Kavitha Lankesh. The 
proclamation issued by the office of the Mayor of 
Burnaby Mike Hurley said Gauri Lankesh was a 
courageous Indian journalist who stood up for 
truth and justice, challenged superstition and 
social ills, and dedicated her life to serving the 
poor and oppressed.Gauri Lankesh, a left-leaning 
journalist who brought out a magazine “Gauri 
Lankesh Patrike”, was shot dead by two 
assailants on September 5, 2017 evening just 
outside her house in Bengaluru allegedly for her 
anti-Hindutva stand. 
 
6. Which state goverment will set up a science 
city named after Rajiv Gandhi? 
A. Punjab 
B. Maharashtra 
C. Kerala 
D. Karnataka 
E. Rajasthan 
 
Correct Answer – B. Maharashtra 
Explanation: The Maharashtra Government has 
decided to set up a world-class science city 
at Pimpri-Chinchwad near Pune to develop a 
scientific outlook among the students and 
prepare them to become students in future. To 
be named as ‘Bharat Ratna Rajiv Gandhi Science 
Innovation City’, a science Centre will be 
developed on one acre area in an eight-acre 
complex in the PCMC area.The Centre has 
granted an assistance of Rs 191 crore to build the 
Science city in the PCMC area. 
 

Important Points: 

 Maharashtra Governor: Bhagat Singh 
Koshyari; 

 Maharashtra Capital: Mumbai; 

 Maharashtra CM: Uddhav Thackeray 
 
7. Who won the Dutch Grand Prix 2021 title?
  
A. Valtteri Bottas 
B. Lewis Hamilton 
C. Max Verstappen 
D. Charles Leclerc 
E. Daniel Ricciardo 
   
Correct Answer – C. Max Verstappen 
Explanation: Max Verstappen won the 
Netherlands Grand Prix 2021 and reclaimed the 
Formula One championship lead from Lewis 
Hamilton.The Red Bull driver’s leading seventh 
win of the season and 17th of his 
career.Championship leader Lewis Hamilton 
could only manage second place in his Mercedes 
F1Hamilton’s Mercedes teammate Valtteri Bottas 
was third. 
 
8. Renowned personality Keshav Desiraju 
passed away recently he was former _______. 
A. Union Health Secretary 
B. Union Health Secretary 
C. Union Health Secretary 
D. Union Health Secretary 
E. Union Health Secretary 
 
Correct Answer – A. Union Health Secretary 
Explanation:  Former Union Health Secretary 
Keshav Desiraju passed away in Chennai.He was 
a retired IAS officer and grandson of former 
President Dr Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan.Desiraju 
was an IAS officer from the 1978 batch of 
Uttarakhand cadre. He had a Masters degree in 
Economics from the University of Cambridge and 
a Masters degree in Public Administration from 
the John F Kennedy School of Government, 
Harvard University.He has held many positions 
with the governments of Uttarakhand and Uttar 
Pradesh and the Government of India and retired 
as the Union Secretary in the Department of 
Consumer Affairs.After he retired, he was 
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appointed as the chairperson of the governing 
board of the Population Foundation of India. 
 
9. Para-Olympian Suhas Lalinakere Yathiraj 
associated with which sports who scripted 
history by becoming first IAS officer to win 
Paralympics silver medal? 
A. Long Jump 
B. Badminton 
C. Table Tennis 
D. High Jump 
E. Javelin Throw 
 

Correct Answer – B. Badminton 
Explanation: India's Suhas Lalinakere Yathiraj 
won silver medal of badminton SL4 category at 
2020 Tokyo Paralympics.He lost gold medal 
match to the top seeded Lucas Mazur of 
France.The 38-year-old Suhas is currently the 
District Magistrate (DM) of Noida and became 
the first-ever IAS officer to win a medal at the 
Paralympics.Suhas had lost to Mazur, who has 
won three gold medals in European 
Championships as well. 
Suhas had earlier outwitted Indonesia's Fredy 
Setiawan 21-9 21-15 in the semifinal. 
 
10. Which state government has launched Vatan 
Prem Yojana? 
A. Maharashtra 
B. Gujarat 
C. Madhya Pradesh 
D. Uttar Pradesh  
E. Rajasthan 
 
Correct Answer – B. Gujarat 
Explanation: The first meeting of the governing 
body of Vatan Prem Yojana was held where 
works to the tune of Rs 1,000 crore has been 
proposed to be completed by December 
2022.The governing body of the Vatan Prem 
Yojana’s society had met in Gandhinagar under 
the chairmanship of Chief Minister Vijay Rupani.A 
presentation of details of the scheme was made 
before Rupani. A project management unit has 

been formed for the smooth implementation of 
the scheme, while it has also been made possible 
for donors to send money online.Under the 
scheme launched last month, NRIs can contribute 
60 per cent of the cost of a village-level project, 
while the remaining will be borne by the state 
government. 
 
11. Indian conducted the 28th edition of 
bilateral Maritime Exercise (SIMBEX) 2021 with 
which country in the southern fringes of South 
China Sea? 
A. Australia 
B. Phillippines 
C. Japan 
D. Singapore 
E. South Korea 
 
Correct Answer: D. Singapore 
Explanation: The 28th edition of Singapore-India 
Maritime Bilateral Exercise (SIMBEX) has been 
concluded.It took place from September 2 to 4, 
2021.SIMBEX-2021 is an annual bilateral 
maritime exercise and was hosted by Republic of 
Singapore Navy (RSN) in the southern fringes of 
South China Sea.Indian Navy was represented by 
Guided Missile Destroyer INS Ranvijay with a ship 
borne helicopter, ASW Corvette INS Kiltan and 
Guided Missile Corvette INS Kora and one P8I 
Long Range Maritime Patrol Aircraft.Aim: to 
strengthen the bilateral defence ties between 
both countries. 
 
 
12. In September 2021, Life Insurance 
Corporation of India (LIC) has bought 3.9 per 
cent equity shares in which State-owned Bank 
through an open market transaction? 
A. Canara Bank 
B. Bank of India 
C. Bank of Maharashtra 
D. UCO Bank 
E. Union Bank of India 
 
Correct Answer – B. Bank of India 
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Explanation: State-owned Bank of India said LIC 
has picked up nearly 4 per cent equity shares of 
the bank through an open market transaction a 
day earlier.LIC has picked up nearly 3.9 per cent 
(15,90,07,791 shares) of the bank through open 
market acquisition on September 2, 2021.Before 
the latest acquisition of shares in the bank, LIC 
held over a 3.17 per cent stake in the state-
owned bank. 
 
13. Which of the following has added the Mu 
variant– known by scientists as B1621– to the 
list of "variants of interest"? 
A. Indian Association of Preventive and Social 
Medicine 
B. WHO 
C. CDC 
D. CARE 
E. UNAIDS 
 

Correct Answer – B. WHO 
Explanation: The WHO added the Mu variant– 
known by scientists as B1621– to the list of 
"variants of interest". The WHO's variant of 
interest (VOI) designation suggests that the strain 
has genetic changes that may affect virus 
characteristics, such as increased transmissibility, 
disease severity, immune escape, diagnostic or 
therapeutic escape. The Mu variant has a 

"ककककककक of mutations that indicate potential 
properties of immune escape". VOIs have also 
been identified to cause significant community 
transmission or multiple Covid-19 clusters in 
multiple countries. Other VOIs named by the 
WHO include Eta, Iota, Kappa and Lambda. The 
WHO also lists four coronavirus variants of 
concern (VOCs): Delta, Alpha, Beta and Gamma. 
 
14. Minister of Health and Family Welfare 
Mansukh Mandaviya participated in the G-20 
Health Ministers Meeting 2021. The meet was 
presided by which country? 
A. India 
B. Japan 
C. Italy 

D. Argentina 
E. Australia 
 
Correct Answer – C. Italy 
Explanation:  Minister of Health and Family 
Welfare Mansukh Mandaviya on 5 September 
2021 participated in the G-20 Health Ministers 
Meeting 2021, presided by Italy. The theme of 
the meeting was "People, Planet & Prosperity". 
Mandaviya shared India's response to monitoring 
the Global Health Impact of the pandemic, with a 
detailed assessment of its consequences in 
implementing Sustainable Development Goals. 
The G20 is made up of 19 countries and the 
European Union. The 19 countries are: 1. 
Argentina. 2. Australia. 3. Brazil. 4. Canada. 5. 
China. 6. Germany. 7. France. 8. India. 9. 
Indonesia 10. Italy. 11. Japan. 12. Mexico. 13. 
Russian Federation. 14. Saudi Arabia. 15. South 
Africa. 16. South Korea. 17. Turkey. 18. UK. 19. 
USA. 
 
15. Himachal Pradesh Government on 5 
September 2021 signed how many 
Memorandums of Understanding (MoUs) worth 
Rs 3,307 crore with various industrial 
organizations? 
A. 21 
B. 23 
C. 25  
D. 27 
E. 29 
 
Correct Answer: D. 27 
Explanation: Himachal Pradesh Government on 5 
September 2021 signed 27 Memorandums of 
Understanding (MoUs) worth Rs 3,307 crore with 
various industrial organizations. A total of 6 
MoUs worth Rs 1,000 crore were signed for 
setting up ethanol plants in the State. M/s 
Metaphysical Health Care Pvt Ltd, a franchisee of 
Apollo Hospitals, will invest Rs 150 crore to set 
up a 250-bed hospital. M/s Nachiketa Paper Ltd. 
will set up an industry of manufacturing craft and 
duplex boards with an investment of Rs 100 
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crore.  The Industries Minister said that the 
proposals received are aimed at encouraging 
investment in ethanol, medical devices, 
education and skill development, 
pharmaceuticals, paper manufacturing, food 
processing, healthcare, automobiles, electronic 
manufacturing and industrial sectors.Himachal is 
the only state in the north India region to have a 
State-of-the-art Defence Park at Nalagarh. 
 
16. Which of the following Indian Navy's air 
stations, celebrated its diamond jubilee on 05 
September 2021? 
A. INS Hansa 
B. INS Dwarka 
C. INS Kadamba  
D. INS Sardar Patel 
E. INHS Jeevanti 
 
Correct Answer: A. INS Hansa 
Explanation: INS Hansa, the Indian Navy's 
premier air station, celebrated its diamond 
jubilee on 05 September 2021. The Naval Jet 
Flight set up at Coimbatore in 1958 with Sea 
Hawk, Alize, and Vampire aircraft was later 
commissioned as INS Hansa on 05 September 
1961. The air station also supports civil aviation 
by handling domestic and international flights 
24×7, with an average of 29000 flights in a year. 
President Ram Nath Kovind awarded the 
President's Colour to Indian Naval Aviation at a 
ceremonial parade at INS Hansa in Goa on 
September 6, 2021. After the liberation of Goa, 
Dabolim airfield was taken over by the Navy in 
April 1962 and INS Hansa shifted to Dabolim in 
June 1964. The air station will soon operate the 
Boeing P8I long-range maritime reconnaissance 
aircraft with the commissioning of INAS 316. 
 
The President's Colour is the highest honour 
bestowed on a military unit in recognition of its 
exceptional service to the nation. 
 
17. Who has inaugurated the latest upgraded 
state-of-the-art Doppler Weather Radar (DWR) 

and indigenous GPS-based Pilot Sonde at Indian 
Meteorological Office in Jammu? 
A. Dr Jitendra Singh 
B. Narendra Modi 
C. Piyush Goyal  
D. Nitin Gadkari 
E. Hardeep Singh Puri 
 
Correct Answer: A. Dr Jitendra Singh 
Explanation: Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh 
has inaugurated the latest upgraded state-of-the-
art Doppler Weather Radar (DWR) and 
indigenous GPS-based Pilot Sonde at Indian 
Meteorological Office in Jammu. The DWR would 
help in providing real-time monitoring and 
providing weather forecasts in different sectors 
including agriculture and tourism forecasts 
especially for the pilgrims of Mata Vaishno Devi. 
GPS-based pilot sonde provides high precision of 
Pressure, wind speed and wind direction, 
excellent Data availability and quality with error 
detection and correction. 
In addition to DWR system installed, Dr Jitendra 
Singh referred to several new scientific 
establishments set up in the region during the 
last few years under the Modi government which 
included: North India's first Biotech Industrial 
Park at Kathua. North India's first Space/ISRO 
Centre at Central University. India's lavender led 
Purple Revolution and the first Cannabis 
Medicinal Plant launched by IIIM Jammu. The 
first-ever National Institute of High Altitude 
Medicine at Bhaderwah. The first-ever Mega -
quintal Seed Processing Plant at Kathua. Latest 
Weather forecast instrument installed at 
SanjhiChhat for convenience of Vaishno Devi 
pilgrims. High altitude Radio Relay Station at 
Patnitop. 
 
18. General S M Shafiuddin Ahmed, the Chief of 
Army Staff of which country is on a three-day 
official visit to India from 4th September 2021? 
A. Pakistan 
B. Myanmar 
C. Bhutan  
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D. Bangladesh 
E. Laos 
 
Correct Answer: D. Bangladesh 
Explanation: The Chief of Army Staff of 
Bangladesh General S M Shafiuddin Ahmed left 
Dhaka for a three-day official visit to India on 4 
Sept 2021. He is leading an 8 member delegation 
during the visit. He will hold meetings with the 
National Security Advisor of India, Chief of 
Defence Staff, Chiefs of Army, Navy and Air staff, 
Defence Secretary. His visit will conclude on 8 
September 2021. 
The Bangladesh Army Chief will discuss issues of 
bilateral importance to strengthen the 
cooperation between the armed forces of the 
two countries. He will also visit some of the 
defence establishments and National Defence 
College. 
Bangladesh:   

 Capital – Dhaka.  

 Currency – Bangladeshi Taka 
 
19. Which edition of National Level Exhibition 
and Project Competition (NLEPC) for the INSPIRE 
Awards – MANAK (Million Minds Augmenting 
National Aspiration and Knowledge) 
commenced in September 2021? 
A. 5th 
B. 6th 
C. 7th  
D. 8th 
E. 9th 
 
Correct Answer: D. 8th 
Explanation: The 8th National Level Exhibition 
and Project Competition (NLEPC) for the INSPIRE 
Awards – MANAK (Million Minds Augmenting 
National Aspiration and Knowledge) commenced 
on 4 September 2021. It showcased the 

innovative ideas from 581 students representing 
various states and UTs of the country. The award 
ceremony of the NLEPC of the INSPIRE Awards – 
MANAK will be held in a virtual mode on 8 
September 2021. 
The INSPIRE Awards – MANAK scheme is aligned 
with the ‘Start-up India’ initiative launched by the 
Hon’ble Prime Minister of India. The scheme 
aims to motivate students in the age group of 10-
15 years and studying in classes 6 to 10 to 
become future innovators and critical thinkers. 
 
20. In September 2021, the Supreme Court has 
constituted a committee for e-courts project. It 
will be headed by whom? 
A. Imtiaz Mohamedhussei  
B. Ashish Shiradhonkar 
C. Chevva Venkat Ramana  
D. Altamas Kabir 
E. SriKavya Chavali 
 
Correct Answer: B. Ashish Shiradhonkar 
Explanation: The Supreme Court has constituted 
a committee that will be headed by Ashish 
Shiradhonkar. He is heading the e-courts project 
in National Informatics Centre, to develop a 
technological platform streamlining the appeal 
filing process related to direct and indirect 
taxation matters.The panel will monitor the 
development of the platform and coordinate 
with other stakeholders. 
The committee will complete its work in three 
months and will have members from revenue 
department, CBDT and CBIT. The National 
Informatics Centre (NIC) is collaborating to 
integrate the Legal Information Management and 
Briefing System (LIMBS) with the e-office 
mechanism so that real time tracking of cases 
can be done.  
 

7th September 2021
1. What is the rank of India at the 2020 Summer 
Paralympics at Tokyo? 

A. 48 
B. 24 
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C. 56 
D. 33 
E. 17 
 
Correct Answer: B. 24 
Explanation: India finished their campaign at 
the Tokyo Paralympics 2020 with an all-time high 
of 19 medals which includes five gold, eight 
silver, and six bronze. This is the best medal tally 
for India a single edition of the Paralympic 
Games. India is placed at 24th position in the 
overall medal tally out of a total of 162 nations. 
 
Indian Flag Bearers: 
Javelin thrower Tek Chand was the flag bearer at 
the opening ceremony of the Tokyo 
Paralympics.Shooter Avani Lekhara was India’s 
flag-bearer at the closing ceremony. 
 
India at Paralympics 2020: 
India sent its biggest ever contingent of 54 para-
athletes at Tokyo Paralympics to compete across 
as many as 9 sporting disciplines at the 
Games.Prior to this, India had won a total of 12 
Paralympics medals, since making its first 
appearance at the Paralympics in 1968, till the 
2016 Rio.The Indian theme song of Paralympics 
2020 “Kar de kamaal tu”. The composer and 
singer of the song is Sanjeev Singh, a Divyang 
cricket player from Lucknow. 
 
List of Indian medallists winners of Tokyo 
Paralympics 2020: 
Gold 

 Athletics: Sumit Antil (Men’s Javelin 
Throw) 

 Badminton: Pramod Bhagat (Men’s 
Singles) 

 Badminton: Krishna Nagar (Men’s Singles) 

 Shooting: Manish Narwal (Mixed 50m 
Pistol) 

 Shooting: Avani Lekhara (Women’s 10m 
Air Rifle Standing) 

Silver 

 Athletics: Yogesh Kathuniya (Men’s Discus 
Throw) 

 Athletics: Nishad Kumar (Men’s High 
Jump) 

 Athletics: Mariyappan Thangavelu (Men’s 
High Jump) 

 Athletics: Praveen Kumar (Men’s High 
Jump) 

 Athletics: Devendra Jhajharia (Men’s 
Javelin Throw) 

 Badminton: Suhas Yathiraj (Men’s Singles) 

 Shooting: Singhraj Adhana (Mixed 50m 
Pistol) 

 Table Tennis: Bhavina Patel (Women’s 
Singles) 

Bronze 

 Archery: Harvinder Singh (Men’s 
Individual Recurve) 

 Athletics: Sharad Kumar (Men’s High 
Jump) 

 Athletics: Sundar Singh Gurjar (Men’s 
Javelin Throw)  

 Badminton: Manoj Sarkar (Men’s Singles) 

 Shooting: Singhraj Adhana (Men’s 10m Air 
Pistol) 

 Shooting: Avani Lekhara (Women’s 50m 
Rifle 3 Positions) 

 
Important Points: 
Tokyo Paralympics was the 16th Summer 
Paralympic Games, held in Tokyo, Japan 
from August 24, to September 05, 
2021.Badminton and Taekwondo were inducted 
for the first time in Tokyo Paralympics. 
Team China topped the final medal tally at Tokyo 
Paralympic Games. The country won a total 
of 207 medals (96 golds, 60 silvers and 51 
bronzes). United Kingdom (124) gets the second 
position followed by the USA(104).This is the fifth 
consecutive time China dominated Paralympic 
Games in both gold medal tally and overall medal 
tally.The closing ceremony was 
entitled ‘Harmonious Cacophony’ and involved 
both able-bodied actors and others with 
disabilities. The theme was described by 
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organizers as a ‘world inspired by the 
Paralympics, one where differences shine’ 
 
2. The book named “Know Your Rights and 
Claim Them: A Guide for Youth” is an upcoming 
book by which celebrity? 
A. Meryl Streep 
B. Priyanka Chopra 
C. Malala Yousafzai 
D. Katrina Kaif 
E. Angelina Jolie 
 
Correct Answer: E. Angelina Jolie 
Explanation: Hollywood actress Angelina 
Jolie has recently announced her upcoming book, 
titled “Know Your Rights and Claim Them: A 
Guide for Youth”. The book has been written 
jointly by Angelina Jolie, Amnesty International 
and human rights lawyer Geraldine Van Bueren 
QC. 
About the book: 
This book will be helpful to young people and 
children from around the world in making them 
aware of their rights and how to claim these 
rights decided years ago based on what would 
make them healthy, balanced, safe and stable 
adults. 
 
3. Which player has won the F1 Dutch Grand 
Prix 2021? 
A. Lewis Hamilton 
B. Max Verstappen 
C. Valtteri Bottas 
D. Sebastian Vettel 
E. C. Leclerc 
 
Correct Answer: B. Max Verstappen 
Explanation: Max Verstappen (Red Bull – 
Netherlands) has won the formula one Dutch 
Grand Prix 2021. Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes-
Great Britain) came second while Valtteri 
Bottas (Mercedes-Finland) came third. The Red 
Bull driver’s leading seventh win of the season 
and 17th of his career moved him three points 
ahead of the defending champion, who finished 

second but softened the blow with a bonus point 
for fastest lap. 
 
4. Who has been appointed as the Vice-
President of the Asian Squash Federation (ASF) 
from India? 
A. Cyrus Poncha 
B. K.Rajendiran 
C. Debendranath Sarangi 
D. Major S. Maniam 
E.  Ramnath Sharma 
 
Correct Answer: A. Cyrus Poncha 
Explanation: Squash Rackets Federation of India 
(SRFI) Secretary-General, Cyrus Poncha has been 
unanimously elected as Vice-President of 
the Asian Squash Federation (ASF), during the 
41st annual general meeting of ASF. 
The Dronacharya Awardee has been elected for a 
period of the four-year term.David Mui of Hong 
Kong was elected unopposed as the President of 
ASF for a second term. Apart from Cyrus Poncha, 
Mr Fayez Abdullah S.Al-Mutairi of Kuwait and 
Tae-sook Hee of Korea have been also elected as 
the Vice-Presidents of ASF. 
 
Important Points:- 

 Asian Squash Federation 
Headquarters: Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia; 

 Asian Squash Federation General 
Secretary: Duncan Chiu; 

 Asian Squash Federation Founded: 1980. 
 
5. The International Day of Charity is observed 
annually on which day? 
A. 06 September 
B. 04 September 
C. 05 September 
D. 03 September 
E. 07 September 
 
Correct Answer: C. 05 September 
Explanation: The International Day of Charity is 
observed annually on September 05. It was 
declared by the United Nations General Assembly 
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in 2012. September 5 was chosen in order to 
commemorate the death anniversary of Mother 
Teresa, who had always been engaged in 
charitable work. Mother Teresa received 
the Nobel Peace Prize in 1979 for “work 
undertaken in the struggle to overcome poverty 
and distress, which also constitute a threat to 
peace.” 
 
Purpose of the day: 
The prime purpose of the International Day of 
Charity is to raise awareness and provide a 
common platform for charity related activities all 
over the world for individuals, charitable, 
philanthropic and volunteer organizations for 
their own purposes on the local, national, 
regional and international level. 
 
6. The Ministry of AYUSH has launched the 
campaign ‘AYUSH AAPKE DWAR’ to distribute 
medicinal plant saplings to how many 
households in one year? 
A. 35 lakh 
B. 45 lakh 
C. 55 lakh 
D. 75 lakh 
E. 65 lakh 
 
Correct Answer: E. 65 Lakh 
Explanation: As a part of the Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav celebration, the Ministry of AYUSH has 
launched a campaign titled ‘AYUSH AAPKE 
DWAR’, which aims to distribute medicinal plant 
saplings to 75 lakh households in one year.The 
campaign was inaugurated by the Union Minister 
of AYUSH Sarbananda Sonowal from Mumbai, 
during which he distributed medicinal plant 
saplings to citizens. Subsequently, the campaign 
was launched from more than 45 locations across 
the country. The medicinal plants being 
distributed include Tejpatta, Stevia, Ashoka, 
Giloy, Ashwagandha, Lemongrass, Tulsi, 
Sarpagandha and Amla. Under this campaign, it is 
proposed to undertake the cultivation of 

medicinal plants across 75,000 hectares in one 
year. 
 
7.  India is the first country in Asia to launch a 
Plastic Pact to promote circular economy for 
plastics. The pact has by CII in collaboration with 
which organistaion? 
A. UNICEF India 
B. UNEP 
C. Facebook India 
D. World-Wide Fund for Nature-India 
E. Microsoft India 
 
Correct Answer: D. World-Wide Fund for 
Nature-India 
Explanation: India has become the first country 
in Asia to launch a Plastics Pact, a new platform 
to promote a circular system for plastics. The 
India Plastic Pact platform was launched on 
September 03, 2021, by the British High 
Commissioner to India, Alexander Ellis, at 
the 16th Sustainability Summit hosted by 
the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII). 
 
About the ‘India Plastic Pact’: 
The new platform ‘India Plastic Pact’ is a joint 
effort of the World-Wide Fund for Nature-India 
(WWF India) and the Confederation of Indian 
Industry (CII), and envisions to create a world 
where plastic is valued and does not pollute the 
environment.The Pact targets the businesses to 
transition towards a circular economy for plastics 
by 2030.The initiative is supported by UK 
Research & Innovation (UKRI) and WRAP, a global 
NGO based in the UK, and endorsed by the 
British High Commission in India. 
 
 
8. President Ram Nath Kovind in September 
2021 awarded how many unique teachers from 
all over India with the National Teachers’ Award 
2021? 
A. 11 
B. 22 
C. 33 

http://www.ixammr.com/
http://bit.ly/ixammrapp


 
 

Ixammr – India’s No.1 Sarkari Exam Prep. App – Free Mock Test | Topics Wise Quizzes | E-Books & Free PDFs 
 

 
Copyright 2021 @ www.ixammr.com 

D. 44 
E. 55 
 
Correct Answer: D. 44 
Explanation: President Ram Nath Kovind on 5 
September 2021 awarded 44 unique teachers 
from all over India with the National Teachers’ 
Award 2021. They were awarded for their 
exemplary work in education including the 
development of innovative methods of teaching 
to improve school education and enrich the lives 
of students. A documentary film on each of the 
44 awardees was also shown at the online 
ceremony. The National Awards to Teachers 
were first instituted in 1958 to recognise 
excellence and commitment of teachers in 
shaping the minds as well as future of the 
youth.The award is to accord public recognition 
to meritorious teachers working in elementary 
and secondary schools. 
 
9. Which edition of the Durand Cup kicked off in 
September 2021 at the Vivekananda 
Yubabharati Krirangan in Kolkata? 
A. 110th 
B. 120th 
C. 130th 
D. 140th 
E. 150th 
 
Correct Answer: C. 130th 
Explanation: The 130th edition of the Durand 
Cup kicked off on 5 September 2021 at the 
Vivekananda Yuba Bharati Krirangan in Kolkata. 
Mohammedan Sporting Club started their 
campaign in the tournament with an emphatic 
win against the Indian Air Force Football team. 16 
teams are playing in this edition of the oldest 
club football tournament in Asia. The final match 
will be held on 3rd October 2021.The Durand 
Football Tournament or Durand Cup is a football 
competition in India that was first held in 1888 in 
Annadale, Shimla. Since 1940 the tournament 
has been played in New Delhi.  In the previous 
129th edition, held for the first time in Kolkata in 

2019, Gokulam Kerala emerged champions. 
Kolkata will host the tournament till 2025. 
 
10. A team from the first battalion of which of 
the following has successfully climbed the 
Mount Balbala peak (21,050 feet) in 
Uttarakhand, in September 2021? 
A. CISF  
B. BSF 
C. ITBP 
D. CRPF 
E. SSB 
 
Correct Answer: C. ITBP 
Explanation:  A team from the first battalion of 
the Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) has 
successfully climbed the Mount Balbala peak 
(21,050 feet) in Uttarakhand. The ITBP Sector 
Level Mountaineering Expedition (SHQ 
Dehradun) code name 'Parakram' summited the 
peak on September 4, 2021. The expedition was 
launched on 7 August from Joshimath, 
Uttarakhand. 
 
It was the first summit by any Indian expedition 
after a Swiss expedition made a successful climb 
to Mount Balbala in 1947. The mountain trained 
force- ITBP is accredited to have successfully 
completed more than 220 peaks since 1962, 
which is a record. 
 
 Mount Balbala of the Garhwal Himalaya is 
situated in the Zanskar Range on the border 
between India and China. It is the 100th highest 
located entirely within Uttrakhand. Nanda Devi is 
the highest mountain in this category. 
 
11.In September 2021, which bank has joined 
hands with FISDOM to offer wealth 
management products and services? 
A. ICICI Bank 
B. UCO Bank 
C. Bank of Baroda 
D. Union Bank of India 
E. Andhra Bank 
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Correct Answer: B. UCO Bank 
Explanation: UCO Bank has joined hands with 
FISDOM, owned by a wealth-tech start-up 
Finwizard Technology Pvt. Ltd. It will offer wealth 
management products and services, starting with 
mutual funds, via Bank’s mBanking Plus App to 
the bank’s thirty million customers. As a part of 
the alliance, UCO Bank’s customers will be able 
to access and invest in the mutual fund of their 
choice. 
The collaboration between Fisdom and UCO Bank 
will focus on enabling large-scale facilitation and 
distribution of all mutual fund schemes through 
UCO Bank’s network of 3,000+ branches and all 
digital platforms. The solution will help the 
customers make informed investment decisions 
for every goal of their life in a paperless, fully 
digitalized manner. 
  
12. By 6 September 2021, Chandrayaan-2 has 
completed more than how many orbits around 
the Moon? 
A. 9000 
B. 8000 
C. 7000 
D. 6000 
E. 5000 
 
Correct Answer: A. 9000 
Explanation: Chandrayaan-2 has completed more 
than 9,000 orbits around the Moon. The imaging 
and scientific instruments onboard have been 
relaying excellent data. ISRO opened a two-day 
Lunar Science Workshop 2021 on 6 September 
2021 to commemorate the completion of two 
years of operation of Chandrayaan-2 spacecraft 
around the lunar orbit. 
 
There will be lectures on the Chandrayaan-2 
mission, tracking, operations, and data archival 
aspects. Along with the scientists from ISRO/DoS, 
there will also be lectures on lunar science to be 
delivered by scientists from Indian Institute of 
Science Education and Research, Kolkata, Indian 

Institute of Science, Bengaluru, and Indian 
Institute of Technology, Roorkee. 
 
Chandrayaan-2 was launched on July 22, 2019, 
from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre at 
Sriharikota in Andhra Pradesh. It is a totally 
indigenous mission comprising of an Orbiter, 
Lander (Vikram) and Rover (Pragyan). The Orbiter 
which was injected into a lunar orbit on 
September 2, 2019, carries eight experiments to 
address many open questions on lunar science. 
Chandrayaan-1 was launched in October 2008. It 
was India's first lunar mission. 
 
13. In September 2021, which of the following 
signed an MoU with the Tamil Nadu Generation 
& Distribution Corporation Limited (TANGEDCO) 
to provide its technical expertise in developing 
renewable energy projects and fundraising? 
A. NHPC Limited 
B. Housing and Urban Development Corporation 
C. Power Finance Corporation 
D. Indian Renewable Energy Development 
Agency Ltd. 
E. SCICI Ltd 
 
Correct Answer: D. Indian Renewable Energy 
Development Agency Ltd. 
Explanation: Indian Renewable Energy 
Development Agency Ltd. (IREDA) signed an MoU 
with the Tamil Nadu Generation & Distribution 
Corporation Limited (TANGEDCO) on 6 
September 2021. It has been signed for providing 
IREDA's technical expertise in developing 
renewable energy projects and fundraising. 
TANGEDCO is planning for 20,000 MW of solar 
power project, with adequate battery storage. 
 
IREDA will also assist TANGEDCO in debt raising 
through developing financial models, 
underwriting services for the proposed debt 
requirement, and conducting pre-market 
surveys. It will facilitate knowledge sharing and 
provide consultancy services, which will 
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contribute to driving sustainable development of 
the country. 
 
14. In September 2021, iAir has roped in whom 
as their Brand Ambassador? 
A. Twinkle Khanna 
B. Raveena Tandon 
C. Karishma Kapoor 
D. Aishwarya Rai 
E. Juhi Chawla 
 
Correct Answer: B. Raveena Tandon 
Explanation: iAir has roped in famous Bollywood 
actress and celebrity, Raveena Tandon as their 
Brand Ambassador. iAir is a leading company, 
that provides a quality experience with the latest 
technology in various electronic products such as 
LED TV, mobile, and mobile accessories. Raveena 
Tandon will further help the company spread 
awareness about the product and brand all over 
India. 

 
15. In September 2021, who has taken over as 
the President of the India Chapter of the 
International Road Federation (IRF)? 
A. Chandra Shekhar Ghosh 
B. Satish Parekh 
C. Lingam Venkat Prabhakar 
D. V. Vaidyanathan 
E. R K Chhibber 
 
Correct Answer: B. Satish Parekh 
Explanation: Managing Director and Promoter 
of Ashoka Buildcon, Satish Parekh has taken over 
as the President of the India Chapter of the 
International Road Federation (IRF). He took over 
from Subhmay Gangopadhyay, former Director of 
Central Road Research Institute (CRRI). The 
Geneva-based global road safety body IRF works 
for better and safer roads worldwide. 

 

8th September 2021
1. What is the theme of Pacific Air Chiefs 
Symposium 2021? 
A. Enduring Cooperation towards Regional 
Stability 
B. A Collaborative Approach to Regional Security’ 
C. Challenges to Regional Security: Promoting 
Combined Operations in the Indo-Asia-Pacific. 
D. A Collaborative Approach towards Regional 
Stability 
E. Challenges to Regional Security: Enduring 
Cooperation 
 
Correct Answer: A. Enduring Cooperation 
towards Regional Stability 
Explanation: Air Chief Marshal RKS 
Bhadauria attended a three-day-long Pacific Air 
Chiefs Symposium 2021 at Joint Base Pearl 
Harbor-Hickam in Hawaii. The event 
themed ”Enduring Cooperation towards Regional 
Stability” was attended by air chiefs from 
countries in the Indo-Pacific region. Bhadauria 

was nominated as the Dean for the 
symposium.India, the US, Australia, Japan and 
many other like-minded countries are working 
towards ensuring a free, open and inclusive Indo-
Pacific. The symposium saw deliberations 
through panel discussions, tabletop exercises and 
keynote addresses on topics ranging from 
aspects of regional security to cooperation 
amongst air forces for humanitarian and disaster 
relief operations. 
 
2. Legendary Football player Jean-Pierre Adams 
who has passed away recently, played for which 
country? 
A. France 
B. Spain 
C. Germany 
D. Ireland 
E. Italy 
 
Correct Answer – A. France 
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Explanation: Former France footballer Jean-
Pierre Adams, who had been in a coma for 39 
years, has passed away. In 1982, Adams slipped 
into a coma following a medical error, during his 
routine knee surgery. He made a total of 22 
appearances for the France National Football 
Team from 1972–1976. At club level, Adams 
played as a defender for Paris Saint-Germain, 
Nîmes and Nice. 
 
3. Who has been appointed as the Chairman 
and Managing Director of city-based United 
India Insurance Company Limited?  
A. S.L.Tripathy 
B. S.M Tyagi 
C. Ajay Bhalla 
D. Manohar Sharma 
E. Kishan Reddy 
 

Correct Answer – A. S.L.Tripathy 
Explanation: The central government has 
selected S.L.Tripathy as the Chairman-cum-
Managing Director of United India Insurance 
Company Limited. He is currently General 
Manager and Director at The New India 
Assurance Company Limited. He is appointed as 
CMD of United India from the date of assumption 
of charge of the office and up to the date of 
attaining the age of superannuation. 
 
Important Points: 

 United India Insurance Company Limited 
Headquarters: Chennai; 

 United India Insurance Company Limited 
Founded: 18 February 1938; 

 United India Insurance Company Limited 
CEO: Shri Girish Radhakrishnan. 

 
4. India’s first dugong conservation reserve is 
planned to be established in which state? 
A. Gujarat 
B. Maharashtra 
C. Tamil Nadu 
D. Kerala 
E. Karnataka 

 
Correct Answer – C. Tamil Nadu 
Explanation: Tamil Nadu state government has 
announced to set up India’s first dugong 
conservation reserve at the northern part of 
the Palk Bay. Dugong are commonly known as 
sea cows. According to Wildlife Institute of India 
(WII) estimates, only 200-250 Dugongs are left in 
the wild, of which 150 are found in the Palk Bay 
and Gulf of Mannar in Tamil Nadu. 
About the reserve: 
The reserve will span the northern part of the 
Palk Bay from Adiramapattinam to Amapattinam. 
The reserve will cover an area of more than 500 
sq km.Marine biologists and conservationists 
have long demanded a reserve as the population 
of dugongs, as known as sea cows, in Indian 
waters has been dropping to dangerous 
levels.According to Wildlife Institute of India 
(WII) estimates, only 200-250 Dugongs are left in 
the wild, of which 150 are found in the Palk Bay 
and Gulf of Mannar in Tamil Nadu, among the 
last surviving natural habitats for dugongs in the 
world. 
 
Important Points: 

 Tamil Nadu Capital: Chennai. 

 Tamil Nadu Chief Minister: MK Stalin. 

 Tamil Nadu Governor: Banwarilal Purohit. 

 Tamil Nadu State Dance: 
Bharathanatyam. 

 
5. What is the theme for the International Day 
of Clean Air for blue skies 2021? 
A. Go Green, Breathe Clean 
B. Healthy Air, Healthy Planet 
C. Clean Air for All 
D. Reduce Pollution, Increase Life Span 
E. Green Air for All 
 
Correct Answer – B. Healthy Air, Healthy Planet 
Explanation: The International Day of Clean Air 
for blue skies is observed globally on September 
07 to promote and facilitate actions to improve 
air quality. It is an UN-recognised day that aims 
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to raise public awareness at all levels (individual, 
community, corporate and government) that 
clean air is important for health, productivity, the 
economy and the environment. 
 
Theme of the day: 
The 2021 theme for the International Day of 
Clean Air for blue skies is “Healthy Air, Healthy 
Planet” which emphasizes the health aspects of 
air pollution, especially considering the COVID-19 
pandemic. This year’s focus is on prioritizing the 
need for healthy air for all while keeping the 
conversation broad enough to encompass other 
critical issues such as climate change, human and 
planetary health as well as the Sustainable 
Development Goals. The day serves as a rallying 
call to action to align our efforts and claim our 
right to clean air. #HealthyAirHealthyPlanet. 
 
History of the day: 
The United Nations General Assembly adopted 
the Resolution to hold an International Day of 
Clean Air for blue skies on December 19, 
2019, during its 74th session and invited the 
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). 
The inaugural edition of the International Day of 
Clean Air for blue skies was held in 2020. 
 
6. Who has been appointed as the as the new 
Managing Director (MD) of Export-Import Bank 
of India (EXIM Bank)? 
A. SL Tripathy 

B. JB Mahopatra 

C. Hitendra Dave 

D. Harsha Bhupendra Bangari 

E. Parasaram Pattabhi Kesva Ramcharyulu 

Correct Answer – D. Harsha Bhupendra Bangari 
Explanation:  Harsha Bhupendra Bangari has 

been appointed as the new Managing Director 

(MD) of Export-Import Bank of India (EXIM 

Bank).Prior to this, she was posted as deputy 

managing director at EXIM Bank.She has been 

appointed for a period of three years or until 

further orders of the government.She will 

replace the incumbent MD David Rasquinha, who 

was holding the office of MD since July 20, 2014 

7. Which state government has decided to 
celebrate 17th September as Social Justice Day 
every year the birth anniversary of reformist 
leader E V Ramasamy Periyar? 
A. Telangana 

B. Tamilnadu 

C. Andhra Pradesh 

D. Karnataka 

E. Kerela 

Correct Answer – B. Tamilnadu 

Explanation:  The Tamil Nadu government has 

decided to celebrate every year the birth 

anniversary of reformist leader E V Ramasamy 

Periyar on September 17 as “Social Justice 

Day.Periyar’s ideology was all about social 

justice, self-respect, rationalism and equality, 

which laid the foundation stone for the Tamil 

society’s growth during the last century and it 

would also pave the way for the future. 

8. Who launched the programme ‘Bujurgon ki 
Baat-Desh Ke Saath’ to enhance the interaction 
between the youth and the elder people who 
are 95 years and above and have spent around 
18 years in India before independence? 
A. Narendra Modi 

B. G Kishan Reddy 

C. Piyush Goyal  

D. Rajnath Singh 

E. Ramnath Kovind 

Correct Answer – B. G Kishan Reddy 
Explanation: Culture Minister G Kishan Reddy has 

launched Bujurgon ki Baat-Desh Ke Saath 

programme in New Delhi.Aim: At enhancing the 

interaction between the youth and elder people 

who are 95 years and above and have spent 
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around 18 years in India before 

independence.The video of the programme 

should preferably be kept below 60 seconds and 

can be uploaded at www.rashtragaan.inHe also 

launched the book Gita Govinda :Jaydeva’s Divine 

Odyssey by Dr.Utpal K. Banerjee, along with an 

exhibition on Gita Govinda. 

9. Pacific Air Chiefs Symposium 2021 (PACS-21) 
was held in ______. 
A. Puerto Rico 
B. Hawaii 
C. Guam 
D. Philippines 
E. Singapore 
 

Correct Answer – B. Hawaii 
Explanation: Pacific Air Chiefs Symposium 2021 

(PACS-21) was held in Hawaii at Joint Base Pearl 

Harbor-Hickam from August 30 to September 2, 

2021.Theme of PACS 21: Enduring Cooperation 

towards Regional Stability.It provided an 

opportunity for enhancing mutual understanding 

and deepening of relationships among 

participating nations.Participants of PACS-21 

included Air Chiefs of countries in Indo-Pacific 

region.From India, Air Chief Marshal RKS 

Bhadauria, Chief of the Air Staff (CAS) attended 

PACS-21. He was nominated as the Dean for the 

Symposium. 

10. What is the theme of the International 
Literacy Day 2021? 
A. Literacy for a human-centred recovery: 
Narrowing the digital divide 
B. Literacy and skills development 
C. Reading the Past, Writing the Future 
D. Literacy teaching and learning in the COVID-19 
crisis and beyond 
E. Literacy and Multilingualism to overcome from 
COVID-19 crisis 
 

Correct Answer – A. Literacy for a human-
centred recovery: Narrowing the digital divide 
Explanation:  International Literacy Day is 

observed and celebrated widely every year on 

September 8. The first International Literacy Day 

was observed in the year 1967.It is usually 

observed to remind the international community 

about the importance of literacy for individuals, 

communities and societies.International Literacy 

Day also highlights the need for intensified 

efforts towards more literate 

societies.September 8 was declared as 

International Literacy Day by the United Nations 

Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 

(UNESCO) in the year 1966.In 2021, the theme of 

International Literacy Day is 'Literacy for a 

human-centred recovery: Narrowing the digital 

divide'. 

11. In September 2021, which of the following 
has signed an MoU with the Industries and 
Mines Department, Government of Gujarat to 
help drive e-commerce exports from the state? 
A. Amazon India 
B. Flipkart 
C. Myntra 
D. FirstCry 
E. Snapdeal 
 
Correct Answer: A. Amazon India 
Explanation: Amazon India has signed an MoU 

with the Industries and Mines Department, 

Government of Gujarat. It will help drive e-

commerce exports from the state. As part of the 

MoU, Amazon will train and onboard MSMEs 

from the state on Amazon Global Selling, 

enabling them to sell their unique Made in India 

products to millions of Amazon customers across 

over 200 countries and territories. 

Amazon will conduct training, webinars and on-

boarding workshops for exporters from key 
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MSME clusters like Ahmedabad, Vadodara, Surat, 

Bharuch and Rajkot. The workshops will focus on 

sharing expertise and providing training to 

MSMEs about B2C ecommerce exports and 

selling to over 300 million people worldwide 

through Amazon's 17 foreign marketplaces. 

These courses are designed to provide MSMEs 

with the knowledge and tools they need to 

launch their brands and expand their businesses 

internationally using Amazon Global Selling. 

12. The Ministry of Coal constituted a task force 
to oversee the Hydrogen Mission in September 
2021. The Task Force has been constituted 
under the Chairmanship of whom? 
A. Arun Jindal 

B. Vinod Kumar Tiwari 

C. Abhinav Kumar 

D. Om Prakash Gupta 

E. Udit Singhal 

Correct Answer – B. Vinod Kumar Tiwari 
Explanation: The Ministry of Coal constituted a 

task force and an expert committee on 7 

September 2021. One is to oversee the Hydrogen 

Mission and another one is of experts to give 

guidance to the Ministry. The Task Force has 

been constituted under the Chairmanship of 

Vinod Kumar Tiwari, Additional Secretary Coal. 

The Expert Committee will be headed by R.K. 

Malhotra, Director-General (FIPI). 

The broad terms of reference of Task Force 

include monitoring of activities towards 

achieving coalbased hydrogen production and 

usage and coordination with Coal Gasification 

Mission and NITI Aayog. The broad terms of 

reference of the expert committee include 

identifying experts in India and coopting as 

members, desk-based review of progress in 

hydrogen technology and also reviewing ongoing 

research projects in hydrogen technology. It will 

also identify activities for implementation of 

coal-based hydrogen production and usage and 

assist the task force in implementation of the 

same. The expert committee is expected to 

submit its report in three months.   

13. In September 2021, which of the following 
has inked an MoU with the state-owned 
Convergence Energy Services Limited (CESL) for 
the installation of charging and battery 
swapping stations at its seven terminals and 
depots? 
A. Uttar Pradesh State Road Transport 
Corporation 
B. Delhi Transport Corporation 
C. Rajasthan State Road Transport Corporation 
D. Gujarat State Road Transport Corporation 
E. Himachal Road Transport Corporation 
 

Correct Answer – B. Delhi Transport Corporation 
Explanation: The Delhi Transport Corporation 

(DTC) on 7 September 2021 inked an MoU with 

the state-owned Convergence Energy Services 

Limited (CESL) for the installation of charging and 

battery swapping stations at its seven terminals 

and depots. Once installed, these locations with 

their real-time status and availability of charging 

points will also be available on the ONE DELHI 

app of the Delhi government. 

The facilities will be set up by the Convergence 

Energy Services Limited (CESL) in four months at 

Dwarka sector-8, Dwarka sector 2 depot, 

Mehrauli Terminal, Nehru Place Terminal, Okhla 

CW-II, Sukhdev Vihar depot and Kalkaji depot. 

Each of the seven locations will have a total of six 

charging points including three for two and 

threewheelers and the other three for four-

wheelers. As per the signed MoU, EESL (Energy 

Efficiency Services Limited) through its subsidiary 

CESL has agreed to procure, install, operate and 
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maintain charging units and related 

infrastructure at the location of the DTC area at 

its costs and expenses. 

Founded in 2009, EESL is promoted by Ministry of 

Power, Government of India as a Joint Venture of 

four reputed public- sector undertakings NTPC 

Limited, Power Finance Corporation Limited, REC 

Limited and POWERGRID. 

14. In September 2021, which of the following 
extended the device-based tokenization to card-
on-file tokenization (CoFT) services? 
A. RBI 

B. SIDBI 

C. SEBI 

D. IRDAI 

E. PFRDA 

Correct Answer – A. RBI 
Explanation: The RBI on 7 September 2021 

extended the device-based tokenization to card-

on-file tokenization (CoFT) services.Under 

tokenization services, a unique alternate code is 

generated to facilitate transactions through 

cards. Card-on-file refers to card information 

stored by payment gateway and merchants to 

process future transactions. It will reinforce the 

safety and security of card data. 

15. In September 2021, which of the following 
introduced the T+1 settlement cycle for 
completion of share transactions on an optional 
basis in a move to enhance market liquidity? 
A. NABARD 

B. SEBI 

C. SIDBI 

D. NHB 

E. IRDAI 

Correct Answer: B. SEBI 
Explanation: Capital markets regulator Security 

and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) on 7 

September 2021 introduced the T+1 settlement 

cycle for completion of share transactions on an 

optional basis in a move to enhance market 

liquidity. The regulator has decided to provide 

flexibility to stock exchanges to offer either T+1 

or T+2 settlement cycle for completion of share 

transactions. The new rule will come into force 

on January 1, 2022. 

Currently, trades on the Indian stock exchanges 

are settled in two working days after the 

transaction is done (T+2). The stock exchange 

may choose to offer T+1 settlement cycle on any 

of the scrips, after giving advance notice of at 

least one month, regarding the change in the 

settlement cycle, to all stakeholders, including 

the public at large, and also disseminating the 

same on its website. Any subsequent switch 

(from T+1 to T+2 or vice versa) will be subject to 

a minimum period and notice period as 

mentioned by the regulator. India moved to the 

T+2 settlement cycle from the T+3 cycle in April 

2003. 

The abbreviations T+1, T+2, and T+3 refer to the 

settlement dates of security transactions that 

occur on a transaction date plus one day, plus 

two days, and plus three days, respectively. "T" 

stands for the transaction date. 

9th September 2021
1. Keshav Desiraju who has passed away 
recently had formerly served at which post in 
the Union Cabinet? 

A. Economic Secretary 
B. Health Secretary 
C. Finance Secretary 
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D. Agricultural Secretary 
E. Defence Secretary 
 
Correct Answer- B. Health Secretary 
Explanation- Former Union health 

secretary Keshav Desiraju has passed away, due 

to “acute coronary syndrome”.Desiraju was the 

grandson of former president Dr Sarvepalli 

Radhakrishnan.He was the 1978 batch IAS officer 

from the Uttarakhand cadre.He was known for 

his contributions to mental health and 

community healthcare. He was the architect of 

India’s mental healthcare act of 2017. 

2. Which among the following banks has ranked 
1 in the MeitY Digital Payment Scorecard for the 
months of February and March 2021? 
A. Axis Bank 
B. HDFC Bank 
C. Canara Bank 
D. State Bank of India 
E. Bank of Baroda 
 
Correct Answer- E. Bank of Baroda 
Explanation- Bank of Baroda, announced that the 

bank has Ranked #1 with a total of 86% marks on 

the scorecard issued by the Ministry of 

Electronics and Information Technology 

(MeitY) for the month of February and March 

2021.The scorecard ranks 44 banks (Public Sector 

Banks, Private Banks, Foreign Banks, Payments 

Banks, Small Finance Banks) on various 

parameters on the digital business. In the same 

period last year, BOB was rated “Average” by 

Meity, which has now been upgraded as “Good”. 

This overall rating was based on multiple factors 

where the Bank scored above average. These 

factors consist of the following: 

 The exceptional growth of digital 

payment transactions achievement (129% 

of 137 Cr. Digital transactions target) 

 Achievement of 6 times the target for 

merchant acquiring in Rural geography 

target (16,100) 

 Achievement of 124% merchant acquiring 

in North-Eastern States target (6,900) 

 Reduction in average % of Technical 

Declines of UPI from 0.59% in FY 2019-20 

to 0.29% in FY 2020-21. 

 The declining ratio is the 2nd lowest 

amongst all large banks. 

 Reduction in average % of Technical 

Declines of Aadhaar Enabled Payment 

Systems activation from 0.39% in FY 

2019-20 to 0.12% in FY 2020-21. 

3. Rajni Kaul, who recently passed away, was 
the first woman News Broadcaster for 
_________. 
A. CNN 
B. TimesNow 
C. BBC Hindi 
D. New York Times 
E. CNBC 
 
Correct Answer- C. BBC Hindi 
Explanation-Rajni Kaul who was the first News 

Broadcaster for BBC Hindi passed away in 

Faridabad, Haryana. She was 93.She was not only 

the first woman to join BBC Hindi as a staff 

member but she also became the first woman to 

read a news bulletin in Hindi on the network in 

1961. She was well-known for her 

programme Indradhanush. 

4. TRIFED has planned to set up Atmanirbhar 
Bharat corner in how many Indian Missions/ 
Embassies, across the world in the next 3 
months? 
A. 75 
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B. 100 
C. 60 
D. 150 
E. 125 
 
Correct Answer- A. 75 
Explanation- Tribal Cooperative Marketing 

Development Federation of India (TRIFED) in 

collaboration with the Ministry of External 

Affairs, is setting up an Atmanirbhar Bharat 

corner in 75 Indian Missions/ Embassies across 

the world in the next 3 months.The first such 

Atma Nirbhar Bharat corner was successfully 

inaugurated at Indian Embassy in Bangkok, 

Thailand on August 15, 2021.Apart from this, 

TRIFED will also be establishing Atmanirbhar 

corners in 75 embassies of foreign countries set 

up in India. 

As India moves ahead with its strategy for 

India@75 and focuses on converting 

development into a mass movement, TRIFED is 

working with its roots in ground realities and 

emphasizing the welfare both in design and 

implementation. With the focus on “Vocal for 

Local” and building an “Atmanirbhar 

Bharat”, TRIFED is undertaking several activities, 

while re-dedicating its efforts towards tribal 

empowerment. 

Key Highlights: 

The 75 countries include Jamaica, Ireland, 

Turkey, Kenya, Mongolia, Israel, Finland, France, 

and Canada, Singapore, Russia, the US, 

Indonesia, Greece and Cyprus among others.The 

corner will be an exclusive space to promote GI 

tagged tribal art and craft products besides 

natural and organic products.TRIFED will also be 

establishing Atmanirbhar corners in 75 embassies 

of foreign countries in India. 

Important Points: 

 Minister of Tribal Affairs: Arjun Munda; 

 TRIFED was established on the 6th of 

August 1987. 

5. Name the prime minister of Japan, who has 
stepped down from his post recently. 
A. Naruhito 
B. Shinzo Abe 
C. Yoshihiko Noda 
D. Taro Aso 
E. Yoshihide Suga 
 
Correct Answer- E. Yoshihide Suga 
Explanation- Japan's Prime Minister Yoshihide 
Suga speaks to media after he annouced to pull 
out of a party leadership race at his official 
residence in Tokyo, Japan, September 3, 2021. 
Kyodo/via REUTERS Japanese Prime 
Minister Yoshihide Suga would step down, 
setting the stage for a new premier after a one-
year tenure marred by an unpopular COVID-19 
response and rapidly dwindling public support. 
Suga, who took over after Shinzo Abe resigned 
last September, citing ill health, has seen his 
support ratings sink to below 30% as the nation 
struggles with its worst wave of COVID-19 
infections ahead of a general election this year. 
Suga’s decision to not run in a ruling Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP) election in September 
means the party will choose a new leader, who 
will become prime minister. 
 
Important Points: 

 Japan Capital: Tokyo; 

 Japan Currency: Japanese yen; 
 
6. International Literacy Day is observed every 
year on ___________. 
A.  September 05 
B.  September 06 
C.  September 07 
D.  September 08 
E.  September 09 
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Correct Answer- D.  September 08 
Explanation- International Literacy Day is 
observed globally on 8th September every year. 
The day spread awareness about the importance 
of literacy for individuals, communities, and 
societies and the need for intensified efforts 
towards more literate societies. The theme of 
55th International Literacy Day is Literacy for a 
human-centred recovery: Narrowing the digital 
divide. 
 
History of International Literacy Day: 
The 8th of September was proclaimed 
International Literacy Day by UNESCO in 1966 to 
remind the international community of the 
importance of literacy for individuals, 
communities and societies, and the need for 
intensified efforts towards more literate 
societies. It was celebrated for the first time 
in 1967. 
 
Important Points: 

 UNESCO headquarters: Paris, France. 

 UNESCO Head: Audrey Azoulay. 

 UNESCO Founded: 16 November 1945. 
 
7. In bid to develop water supply infrastructure 
and strengthen capacities of urban local bodies 
(ULBs) for improved service delivery in which 
state the Government of India and Asian 
Development Bank (ADB) signed a $112 million 
loan agreement? 
A. Jharkhand 
B. Tamilnadu 
C. Karnataka 
D. Telangana 
E. Chattisgarh 
 
Correct Answer- A. Jharkhand 
Explanation- The Government of India and Asian 
Development Bank (ADB) signed a $112 million 
loan to develop water supply infrastructure and 
strengthen capacities of urban local bodies 
(ULBs) for improved service delivery in four 

towns in the state of Jharkhand.The project will 
be ADB’s first urban project in the state and help 
establish a model for continuous water supply 
combined with policy reforms for sustainable 
operation which can be replicated by other low-
income states for providing safe drinking water 
to urban households as envisaged under national 
Jal Jeevan Mission.ADB is committed to achieve a 
prosperous, inclusive, resilient, and sustainable 
Asia and the Pacific, while sustaining its efforts to 
eradicate extreme poverty. 
Established in 1966, it is owned by 68 
members—49 from the region. 
 
8. Which ministry has launched the PRANA 
portal? 
A. Ministry of Education 
B. Ministry of New and Renewable Energy 
C. Ministry of Earth Sciences 
D. Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 
E. Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change 
 
Correct Answer- E. Ministry of Environment, 
Forest and Climate Change 
Explanation-  Union Minister of Environment, 
Forest, and Climate Change, Bhupender Yadav 
has launched a portal titled as ‘PRANA’ for 
regulation of air pollution in 132 cities across 
India.PRANA stands for Portal for Regulation of 
Air-pollution in Non-Attainment cities.It can be 
accessed at prana.cpcb.gov.in.It will cover cities 
that comes under National Clean Air Programme 
(NCAP). 
 
9. Who has been named as the 2021 
International Young Eco-Hero for his project 
Conservation and Rehabilitation of Powai Lake? 
A. Ramesh Narayan 
B. Shailendra Singh 
C. Ayaan Shankta 
D. Namita Gokhale 
E. Mohammad Azam 
 
Correct Answer- C. Ayaan Shankta 
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Explanation- Mumbai teen Ayaan Shankta (12 
years) has been named as the 2021 International 
Young Eco-Hero for his project Conservation and 
Rehabilitation of Powai Lake.He is one of the 25 
young environmental activists from across the 
world honoured as 2021 International Young Eco-
Hero by Action For Nature (AFN).He stood third 
in the 8-14 age category.The award recognizes 
eco-conscious youth aged 8 to 16 who are taking 
crucial steps to solve tough environmental 
problems. 
 
10. Which state government has launched the 
‘Business Blasters’ programme for developing 
young entrepreneurs at the school-level? 
A. Sikkim 
B. Uttarakhand 
C. Delhi 
D. Madhya Pradesh 
E. Uttar Pradesh 
 
Correct Answer- C. Delhi 
Explanation- Deputy Chief Minister Manish 
Sisodia launched the Delhi government's 
"Business Blasters" programme at the Thyagraj 
Stadium.The programme that will be 
implemented in all Delhi government schools 
under the "entrepreneurship mindset 
curriculum", is aimed at developing young 
entrepreneurs at the school-level.As part of the 
programme that was “successful as a pilot 
project”, students of classes 11 and 12 will be 
provided seed money of Rs 2,000 to start a 
business. 
 
11. The Union Cabinet has approved the signing 
of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
with which country for cooperation in the field 
of geosciences? 
A. Germany 
B. Japan 
C. Russia 
D. USA 
E. Israel 
  

Correct Answer- C. Russia 
Explanation- The Cabinet approved the signing of 
a of Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on 
cooperation in the field of Geosciences between 
the Joint Stock Company Rosgeologia (State 
holding Company) (referred to as ROSGEO), a 
legal entity incorporated under the laws of the 
Russian Federation and the Geological Survey of 
India (GSI), Ministry of Mines,The decision was 
taken at a meeting of the Union Cabinet chaired 
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi.The main 
objective of this MoU is to extend mutual 
cooperation for technological collaboration on 
exploration for deep-seated and/or concealed 
mineral deposits, analysis and interpretation of 
the aero-geophysical data and joint development 
of the Indian Geoscience Data repository with 
the Russian state-of-the-art information 
technology. 
 
12. Baby Rani Maurya has resigned from the 
post of Governor of which state in September 
2021? 
A. Uttarakhand 
B. Uttar Pradesh 
C. Punjab 
D. Haryana 
E. Gujarat 
 
Correct Answer- A. Uttarakhand 
Explanation- Uttarakhand Governor Baby Rani 
Maurya resigned on 8 September 2021, two 
years before completing her tenure. She 
tendered her resignation to President Ram Nath 
Kovind. Maurya was sworn in as the Governor of 
Uttarakhand on August 26, 2018, taking over 
from Krishna Kant Paul at the end of his five-year 
tenure. She had completed three years in office 
as the Governor in August 2021. 
 
Uttarakhand:  

 Chief Minister – Pushkar Singh Dhami.  

 Governor – Baby Rani Maurya.  

 Registered GI – Uttarakhand Tejpat. 
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13. In September 2021, who has taken over as 
the new chairman and managing director of 
Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd (BPCL)? 
A. Vetsa Ramakrishna Gupta 
B. Arun Kumar Singh 
C. Gurdeep Singh 
D. A.K Singh 
E. Sanjay Malhotra 
 
Correct Answer- B. Arun Kumar Singh 
Explanation- Arun Kumar Singh on 8 September 
2021 has taken over as the new chairman and 
managing director of Bharat Petroleum 
Corporation Ltd (BPCL). He is also the chairman 
of Indraprastha Gas Ltd – the city gas joint 
venture of BPCL and GAIL (India) Ltd.He is also a 
Director on the Board of Bharat Gas Resources 
Ltd., a wholly owned subsidiary of BPCL, engaged 
in Natural Gas business; on the Board of Bharat 
Oman Refineries Limited, a subsidiary of BPCL 
engaged in Refining business; and he represents 
BPCL on the board of Petronet LNG Ltd. (PLL), a 
Joint Venture Company. Vetsa Ramakrishna 
Gupta is the new Director (Finance) of India's 
second-largest fuel marketing company, BPCL. 
Another Appointment:Shri S. Ramesh has been 
appointed as the Managing Director of the 
Bharat PetroResources Limited (BPRL), a wholly 
owned subsidiary company of BPCL. 
 
14. In September 2021, the Cabinet Committee 
on Economic Affairs, chaired by Prime Minister 
Modi, hiked the minimum support price for 
wheat to how many rupees per quintal to boost 
production as well as farmers' income? 
A. 1835 
B. 1955 
C. 2015 
D. 2135 
E. 2255 
 
Correct Answer- C. 2015 
Explanation- The Cabinet Committee on 
Economic Affairs, chaired by Prime Minister 
Modi, on 8 September 2021 hiked the minimum 

support price for wheat by Rs 40 to Rs 2,015 per 
quintal to boost production as well as farmers' 
income. MSP is the rate at which the government 
buys grain from farmers. Currently, the 
government fixes MSPs for 23 crops grown in 
both Kharif and Rabi seasons. 
The cost of production of wheat is estimated at 
Rs 1,008 per quintal. The government has 
procured a record of over 43 million tonnes of 
wheat during 2021-22 rabi marketing season. The 
support price of barley has been hiked by Rs 35 
to Rs 1,635 per quintal for the 2021-22 crop year 
from Rs 1,600 per quintal in the previous year. 
Among pulses, the MSP for gram has been 
increased by Rs 130 to Rs 5,230 per quintal from 
Rs 5,100 per quintal while that for lentil (masur) 
has been hiked by Rs 400 to Rs 5,500 per quintal 
from Rs 5,100 per quintal. In the case of oilseeds, 
the government has increased the MSP for 
mustard seed by Rs 400 to Rs 5,050 per quintal 
for the 2021-22 crop year from Rs 4,650 per 
quintal in the previous year. The MSP for 
safflower has been raised by Rs 114 to Rs 5,441 
per quintal from Rs 5,327 per quintal. 
 
15. Molbio Diagnostics' platform Truenat has 
received emergency use authorisation from 
DCGI for the testing of which of the following? 
A. Ebola virus 
B. Nipah virus 
C. Corona virus 
D. Zika virus 
E. Horsepox virus 
 
Correct Answer- B. Nipah virus 
Explanation- Molbio Diagnostics' platform 
Truenat has received emergency use 
authorisation from DCGI for Nipah virus testing. 
Testing for the virus can now be performed 
rapidly on Truenat, a real-time PCR platform, 
ondemand. Nipah virus is an emerging zoonotic 
disease that causes severe disease in humans. 
Signs and symptoms range from asymptomatic to 
acute respiratory infection and fatal 
encephalitis.The R&D work on the Truenat test 
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for Nipah virus was first started in 2018 in 
collaboration with the National Institute of 
Virology, Pune (ICMR) to enable the detection of 
the infectious virus during outbreak situations. 

Truenat, which is a battery-operated and IoT-
enabled point of care RT-PCR platform, can test 
for nearly 30 diseases, and results take less than 
an hour. 

 

10th September 2021
1. Reserve Bank of India has taken public sector 
lender __________ out of the Prompt Corrective 
Action (PCA) framework on improvement in 
financial and credit profile. 
A. Bank of Maharashtra 
B. Dena Bank 
C. Central Bank of India 
D. Indian Overseas Bank 
E. UCO Bank 
 
Correct Answer: E. UCO Bank 
Explanation: Reserve Bank of India has taken 
public sector lender UCO Bank out of the Prompt 
Corrective Action (PCA) framework on 
improvement in financial and credit profile. This 
decision gives the bank more freedom for 
lending, especially to corporations and grow the 
network, subject to prescribed norms. The 
Kolkata-based lender was placed under PCA in 
May 2017 on account of high Net Net-Performing 
Assets (NPAs) and negative Return on Assets 
(RoAs). 
 
Following UCO Bank’s exit, two banks — Indian 
Overseas Bank and Central Bank of India —
 remain under PCA. The central bank uses the 
PCA framework to rein in banks that have 
breached certain regulatory thresholds in bad 
loans and capital adequacy. PCA entails curbs on 
high-risk lending, setting aside more money on 
provisions and restrictions on management 
salary. 
 
Important Points: 

 UCO Bank Headquarters: Kolkata; 

 UCO Bank MD and CEO: Atul Kumar Goel; 

 UCO Bank Founder: Ghanshyam Das Birla; 

 UCO Bank Founded: 6 January 1943. 

 
2. Who has broken the world record for most 
goals scored in men’s international football? 
A. Neymar 
B. Lionel Messi 
C. Xavi 
D. Cristiano Ronaldo 
E. Sergio Agüero 
 
Correct Answer – D. Cristiano Ronaldo 
Explanation: Portugal captain and modern-day 
great Cristiano Ronaldo won the Euro 2020 
Golden Boot after finishing as the top-scorer in 
the tournament. Despite playing just four games, 
Ronaldo clinched the top honours as he 
scored five goals. Czech Republic’s Patrik Schick 
also ended the tournament with five goals but 
the award went to Ronaldo via the tie-breaker of 
assists. 
3. Which bank has partnered with NSIC to 
provide credit support to MSMEs? 
A. ICICI Bank 
B. HDFC Bank 
C. Yes Bank 
D. Axis Bank 
E. Kotak Mahindra Bank 
 
Correct Answer – B. HDFC Bank 
Explanation: HDFC Bank has signed a 
memorandum of understanding (MoU) with 
the National Small Industries Corporation 
(NSIC) for providing credit support to the micro, 
small and medium enterprise (MSME) sector.The 
branches of HDFC bank will extend support to the 
MSME projects in the areas they are located in 
and to other important industrial sectors across 
the country. Under this, the country’s largest 
private sector bank will also provide MSMEs with 
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a set of specially-tailored schemes to enhance 
their competitiveness. 
About the National Small Industries 
Corporation: 
National Small Industries Corporation (NSIC), is 
an ISO 9001:2015 certified Government of India 
Enterprise under the Ministry of Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprises (MSME). 
 
Important Points: 
 

 Headquarters of HDFC Bank: Mumbai, 
Maharashtra; 

 MD and CEO of HDFC Bank: Sashidhar 
Jagdishan; 

 The tagline of HDFC Bank: We understand 
your world. 

 
4.  Which state has launched Vatan Prem 
Yojana? 
A. Maharashtra 
B. West Bengal 
C. Assam 
D. Haryana 
E. Gujarat 
 
Correct Answer – E. Gujarat 
Explanation: The Government of 

Gujarat announced, that it plans on undertaking 

public welfare projects worth Rs. 1,000 crores 

jointly with non-resident Gujaratis by December 

2022. The projects will be under the state 

government’s ‘Vatan Prem Yojana’. The Yojana 

was launched in Gujarat focusing on rural 

development through public and state 

contributions. 

Under this scheme: 

The state government will undertake various 

rural development projects and activities.This 

scheme will be undertaken with 40% state 

government’s contribution and 60% contribution 

from the general public.The state government 

has invited Non-Resident Gujaratis and NRIs are 

also invited to contribute.This scheme aims to 

provide them with an opportunity to change 

their love for the nation into service for the 

nation.This scheme aims at making the rural 

areas self-reliant. It is an important step in the 

holistic development of villages. 

Projects covered under the Vatan prem yojana 

will cover village-level projects such as: 

 Smart classes in schools and Library 

 Community hall, Primary health centre 

and Anganwadi 

 CCTV surveillance system, 

 Water recycling, drainage, sewage 

treatment and beautification of ponds. 

 Bus-stand 

 Solar energy powered streetlights, etc. 

Important Points: 

 Gujarat Chief Minister: Vijay Rupani; 

 Gujarat Governor: Acharya Devvrat. 

5. International Day to Protect Education from 
Attack is observed globally on __________. 
A. 9th September 

B. 10th September 

C. 11th September 

D. 12th September 

E. 13th September 

Correct Answer – A. 9th September 
Explanation: International Day to Protect 

Education from Attack is observed globally on 9th 

September. In proclaiming the International Day 

to Protect Education from Attack to be 

celebrated for the first time in 2020. The purpose 

of the day is to raise awareness regarding the 

importance of safeguarding schools as places of 

protection and safety for students and educators 
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and the need to keep education at the top of the 

public agenda. 

Background of the day: 

The day was established by a unanimous decision 

of the UN General Assembly, calling on UNESCO 

and UNICEF to raise awareness of the plight of 

millions of children living in countries affected by 

conflict. The resolution proclaiming the Day was 

presented by the State of Qatar and co-

sponsored by 62 countries. 

Important Points: 

 UNESCO headquarters: Paris, France. 

 UNESCO Head: Audrey Azoulay. 

 UNESCO Founded: 16 November 1945. 

 UNICEF Executive Director: Henrietta H. 

Fore. 

 UNICEF Founded: 11 December 1946. 

 UNICEF Headquarters: New York, United 

States. 

6.  India’s first indigenously designed high ash 
coal gasification based Methanol Production 
Plant has been inaugurated in ______ 
A. Bengaluru 

B. Hyderabad 

C. Amaravati 

D. Vishakhapatnam 

E. Nasik 

Correct Answer – B. Hyderabad 
Explanation: India’s first indigenously designed 

high ash coal gasification based Methanol 

Production Plant has been inaugurated at BHEL 

R&D Centre, Hyderabad.The plant was funded by 

Dept of Science and Technology at the initiative 

of NITI Aayog, PMO-India and Ministry of Coal.It 

can create 0.25 ton per day (TPD) Methanol from 

high ash Indian coal using 1.2 TPD Fluidized bed 

gasifier.Purity of the crude methanol produced is 

between 98 and 99.5%. 

7. In association with Denmark, which state 
planned to create an energy island? 
A. Karnataka 

B. Madhya Pradesh 

C. Tamilnadu 

D. Maharashtra 

E. Rajasthan  

Correct Answer – C. Tamilnadu 
Explanation:  State of Tamil Nadu and Denmark 

have planned to create an energy island in Gulf 

of Mannar that lies between the west coast of Sri 

Lanka and south-eastern tip of India.This plan 

was made as Tamil Nadu is looking to expand its 

footprint in the green energy sector.To achieve 

this target, Denmark is likely to invest $5-10 

billion in the renewable energy sector in the 

state. It also includes investment for an energy 

island in the Gulf of Mannar.With this 

investment, island would be able to produce 4-10 

GW of energy. 

8.  Defence Research and Development 
Organisation (DRDO) has handed over the first 
deliverable Firing Unit (FU) of Medium Range 
Surface to Air Missile (MRSAM) System to 
Indian Air Force (IAF). The missile has been 
jointly developed by DRDO and which aerospace 
manufacturer? 
A. Israel Aerospace Industries 

B. Lockheed Martin Corporation 

C. The Boeing Company 

D. MBDA 

E. Airbus Group 

Correct Answer – A. Israel Aerospace Industries 
Explanation: Defence Research and 

Development Organisation (DRDO) has handed 

over the first deliverable Firing Unit (FU) of 
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Medium Range Surface to Air Missile (MRSAM) 

System to Indian Air Force (IAF).MRSAM is an 

advanced network centric combat Air Defence 

System. It was jointly developed by DRDO and 

Israel Aerospace Industries (IAI) in collaboration 

with Indian industry consisting of private and 

public sectors as well as MSMEs. It is a surface-

to-air-missile, 4.5m in length. Contract for 

MRSAM programme was signed in February 

2009. Under the contract, IAF was to buy 450 

MRSAMs and 18 firing units at the value of $2bn. 

9. Who will chair the 8-member committee 
constituted by the ministry health and family 
welfare for framing new laws for drugs, 
cosmetics and medical devices? 
A. VG Somani 
B. RK Malhotra 
C. Subhash Kumar 
D. Mukesh Kumar Surana 
E. Manoj Jain 
 

Correct Answer – A. VG Somani 
Explanation: Ministry of health and family 

welfare has constituted 8-member expert 

committee for framing new laws for drugs, 

cosmetics and medical devices.The new law will 

replace existing Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940 

that regulates only import, manufacture, 

distribution and sale of drugs and cosmetics.The 

new Drugs, Cosmetics and Medical Devices Act 

will incorporate regulation of medical devices as 

well.It will be chaired by Drugs Controller General 

of India (DCGI) Dr VG Somani. 

10. World Suicide Prevention Day is observed 
every year on which date? 
A. 7th  September 
B. 8th  September 
C. 9th  September 
D. 10th  September 
E. 11th  September 
 

Correct Answer – D. 10th  September 
Explanation:  World Suicide Prevention Day 

(WSPD) is observed every year on 10 September 

to provide worldwide commitment and action to 

prevent suicides through various activities 

around the world.It was first introduced in 

2003.Theme 2021: Creating hope through 

action.It is hosted by International Association 

for Suicide Prevention (IASP), World Health 

Organization (WHO) and World Federation for 

Mental Health (WFMH). 

 

11. The Central government launched a special 
drive in how many cities to onboard more than 
8 lakh street vendors to start accepting and 
making digital payments? 
A. 153 
B. 175 
C. 209 
D. 223 
E. 259 
 
Correct Answer: D. 223 
Explanation: The Central government launched 

a special drive in 223 cities to onboard more than 

8 lakh street vendors to start accepting and 

making digital payments. The drive has been 

launched under the PM SVANidhi scheme. The 

special drive aims to accelerate the onboarding 

of street vendors on the UPI QR code and 

handhold them to start accepting and making 

digital payment transactions. 

Digital Payment Aggregators will educate the 

street vendors about the benefits of digital 

payments such as convenience, increased 

operational efficiency, seamless transfer of 

funds, cost saving, transparency and security. 

This will enable inclusion of street vendors in the 
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formal credit ecosystem, and help in driving 

financial inclusion of unorganized sector. 

12. Which state has decided to revise the family 
pension of its employees and raise the monthly 
income ceiling from Rs 3,600 to Rs 9,000? 
A. Bihar 
B. Gujarat 
C. Haryana 
D. West Bengal 
E. Odisha 
 
Correct Answer – D. West Bengal 
Explanation: The West Bengal government has 

decided to revise the family pension of its 

employees and raise the monthly income ceiling 

from Rs 3,600 to Rs 9,000. The move comes in 

the wake of recommendations by the 6th Pay 

Commission. Prior to 2006, widows, unmarried 

and divorced women were not entitled to family 

pensions after the death of government 

employees.  

West Bengal:  

 Chief Minister – Mamata Banerjee.  

 Governor – Jagdeep Dhankhar.  

 Lok Sabha seats – 42.  

 Rajya Sabha seats – 16 

13. The Madhya Pradesh Power Transmission 
Company Limited (MPPTCL) on 9 September 
2021 has set up a cyber security system in the 
State Load Dispatch Centre at which city to 
protect the power supply network from hacking 
across the state? 
A. Jabalpur 
B. Bhopal 
C. Indore 
D. Gwalior 
E. Rewa 
 

Correct Answer – A. Jabalpur 

Explanation: The Madhya Pradesh Power 

Transmission Company Limited (MPPTCL) on 9 

September 2021 has set up a cyber security 

system in the State Load Dispatch Centre at 

Jabalpur to protect the power supply network 

from hacking across the state. Madhya Pradesh 

has become the first state in the country to 

introduce a cyber security system to protect its 

power supply network. 

The company prepared a cyber crisis 

management plan and developed the security 

system that was approved by the state 

government-owned Computer Emergency 

Response Team (CERT-In). 

CERT-In is operational since January 2004. It 

comes under the Ministry of Electronics and 

Information Technology of the Government of 

India. It is the nodal agency to deal with cyber 

security threats like hacking and phishing.  It 

strengthens security-related defence of the 

Indian Internet domain.  

Madhya Pradesh:  

 Chief Minister – Shivraj Singh Chouhan.  

 Governor – Mangubhai Chhaganbhai 

Patel.  

 Number of Districts – 52 

14. Who among the following Indian-origin 
South African butchers has been named South 
Africa’s boerewors champion in September 
2021? 
A. Vikash Bachu 
B. Sachin Bhargava 
C. Zakeeya Patel 
D. Joy Soobramoney 
E. Imtiaz Sooliman 
 
Correct Answer – A. Vikash Bachu 
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Explanation: Indian-origin South African butcher 

Vikash Bachu has been named South Africa’s 

boerewors champion. Bachu was only the second 

Indian-origin South African to win the title in its 

29-year history, after Jeffrey Soobramoney in 

2007. Boerewors, literally translating as ‘farmer’s 

sausage’ in Afrikaans, is a thick sausage believed 

to have first been created by farmers about 200 

years ago. 

15. Ujjivan Financial Services Ltd has appointed 
whom as the Chief Executive, effective 10 
September 2021? 
A. Pawan Munjal 
B. Sanjeev Barnwal 

C. Gopal Vittal 
D. T. V. Narendran 
E. Ravi Pandit 
 
Correct Answer: B. Sanjeev Barnwal 
Explanation: Ujjivan Financial Services 

Ltd has appointed its company secretary Sanjeev 

Barnwal as the Chief Executive, effective 10 

September 2021. This move comes after its 

erstwhile head Carol Furtado took up the role of 

the officer on special duty at Ujjivan Small 

Finance Bank. After that she will take charge as 

the interim CEO, subject to approval from the 

Reserve Bank of India (RBI).  

11th September 2021
1. Who has been appointed as Chairman and 
Managing Director of the National Fertilizers Ltd 
(NFL)?  
A. Rohit Sharma 
B. Nirlep Singh Rai 
C. Sandeep Kumar 
D. Shashi Tripathi 
E. Sumit Verma 
 
Correct Answer: B. Nirlep Singh Rai 
Explanation: State-owned fertiliser firm National 

Fertilizers Ltd (NFL) has Nirlep Singh Rai has been 

appointed as Chairman and Managing Director of 

the company. In a regulatory filing, NFL informed 

that Nirlep Singh Rai, Director (Technical), has 

been appointed as Chairman & Managing 

Director, on the Board of the company with 

effect from the date of his assumption of charge. 

About the Nirlep Singh Rai: 

Rai, who was born in August 1962, is a B.E 

(Instrumentation & Control) from Thapar 

University. Prior to his appointment as Chairman 

& Managing Director, he was holding the position 

of Director (Technical) in NFL. Rai had also held 

the position of Chief Executive Officer at 

Ramagundam Fertilizers and Chemicals Ltd and 

he had also headed the Nangal Unit of NFL as 

Chief General Manager. 

Important Points: 

 National Fertilizers Ltd 

Headquarters: Noida; 

 National Fertilizers Ltd Founded: 1 

September 1979. 

2. President Ram Nath Kovind has appointed 
_______, governor of Uttarakhand, a post which 
fell vacant after Baby Rani Maurya tendered her 
resignation. 
A. Subrata Saha 
B. C.A. Krishnan 
C. Shravan Kumar Patyal 
D. Lt Gen Gurmit Singh 
E. Narendra Singh 
 
Correct Answer – D. Lt Gen Gurmit Singh 
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Explanation: President Ram Nath Kovind has 
appointed Lt Gen Gurmit Singh, who retired as 
the deputy chief of Army, governor of 
Uttarakhand, a post which fell vacant after Baby 
Rani Maurya tendered her resignation. According 
to a Rashtrapati Bhavan communique, President 
Ram Nath Kovind accepted the resignation of 
Maurya and appointed Singh as the governor of 
the state. 
 
Shuffling of governors: 
The President also appointed Banwarilal 
Purohit, currently the Governor of Tamil Nadu, as 
the Governor of Punjab. R.N.Ravi, presently the 
Governor of Nagaland, has been made the 
Governor of Tamil Nadu. Professor Jagdish 
Mukhi, Governor of Assam is appointed to 
discharge the functions of the Governor 
of Nagaland in addition to his own duties until 
regular arrangements are made.The President’s 
office, in an official release, mentioned that the 
new appointments will take effect from the dates 
they assume charge of their respective offices. 
 
3. Bank of Baroda has launched its digital 
banking platform under which name to bring all 
banking services under one roof? 
A. bob Ahead 
B. bob Now 
C. bob Unite 
D. bob World 
E. bob Roof 
 
Correct Answer – D. bob World 
Explanation: Bank of Baroda has announced the 
launch of its digital banking platform named ‘bob 
World’. The aim of the platform is to provide all 
banking services under one roof. The pilot test of 
the platform began on August 23, 2021. Over 220 
services will be converged into one single app, 
covering nearly 95 per cent of all retail banking 
services, which can be accessed by customers 
domestically and globally. 
 
About the app: 

bob World’ will offer a wide gamut of banking 
products and services, to be rolled out in phases, 
under four key pillars — Save, Invest, Borrow and 
Shop. It has also integrated e-commerce to 
provide a wholesome and rewarding experience 
of banking and beyond, under one roof to the 
customers. 
 
Important Points: 

 Bank Of Baroda Headquarters: Vadodara, 
Gujarat, India; 

 Bank Of Baroda Chairman: Hasmukh 
Adhia; 

 Bank Of Baroda MD & CEO: Sanjiv 
Chadha. 

 
4. India’s 1st Emergency Landing Facility on 
National Highway has been inaugurated in 
which state? 
A. Bihar 
B. Uttar Pradesh 
C. Madhya Pradesh 
D. West Bengal 
E. Rajasthan 
 
Correct Answer – E. Rajasthan 
Explanation: Union Defence Minister, Rajnath 
Singh and Union Highways Minister, Nitin 
Gadkari inaugurated the Emergency Landing 
Facility on a National Highway in Rajasthan. This 
emergency landing facility has been constructed 
on the Satta-Gandhav stretch of National 
Highway (NH) 925A in Barmer, Rajasthan. This is 
the first time that a national highway (NH-925) 
will be used for the emergency landing of IAF 
aircraft. The project will cost ₹765.52 
crores under the Bharatmala Pariyojana. 
 
About the highway: 
The National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) 
has developed a 3-km section of the Satta-
Gandhav stretch of NH-925A, as an emergency 
landing facility (ELF) for the IAF.It is part of a 
newly developed two-lane paved shoulder of the 
Gagariya-Bakhasar and Satta-Gandhav section 
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having a total length of 196.97 km.Apart from 
the Emergency Landing Strip, 3 helipads (size 100 
x 30 metres each) have been constructed in 
Kundanpura, Singhania and Bakhasar villages in 
this project, according to the requirements of the 
Air Force/Indian Army, which will be the basis for 
strengthening the Indian Army and security 
network on the western international border of 
the country. 
 
5. World EV Day is observed on September 9 
every year. The first World EV day was observed 
in_________________. 
A. 2021 
B. 2020 
C. 2019 
D. 2018 
E. 2017 
 
Correct Answer – B. 2020 
Explanation: World EV Day is observed 
on September 9 every year. The day marks the 
celebration of e-mobility. Special awareness 
campaigns are organised globally to educate 
people about the benefits of electric 
vehicles.World EV Day was an initiative created 
by the sustainability media 
company GreenTV.The first World EV day was 
observed in 2020. China is the largest EV market 
in the world. It was largely a social media 
campaign that encouraged drivers to recognise 
the benefits of electric vehicles and make a 
commitment that the next car they drive will be 
electric and not run on conventional fuels. 
 
6. An anonymous photographer from which 
country won the top award at "Visa Pour 
L'Image" festival the biggest annual festival for 
photojournalism for his coverage in troubled 
nation? 
A. Afghanistan 
B. Myanmar 
C. Syria 
D. Iraq 
E. Sudan 

Correct Answer – B. Myanmar 
Explanation:  A Myanmar photographer won the 
top award at photojournalism's biggest annual 
festival for his coverage of the troubled nation's 
pro-democracy protests and bloody military 
crackdown.The photographer, who remained 
unnamed for security reasons, scooped the Visa 
d'Or for News, the most prestigious award 
handed out at the "Visa Pour L'Image" festival in 
Perpignan, southwestern France.Mikko 
Takkunen, the Asia photo editor for The New 
York Times, collected the prize on behalf of the 
photographer.Myanmar has been in turmoil 
since the military seized power in a February 1 
coup, with near-daily protests and a huge civil 
disobedience movement. 
 
7. Which state government has appointed 
former SBI chairman, Rajnish Kumar as its 
economic advisor? 
A. Telangana 
B. Tamilnadu 
C. Andhra Pradesh 
D. Karnataka 
E. Kerela 

Correct Answer – C. Andhra Pradesh 
Explanation:  The Andhra Pradesh government 
has appointed Rajnish Kumar as its economic 
advisor.A former SBI chairman, Rajnish Kumar's 
tenure in the cabinet rank position is for two 
years.The appointment comes amid the growing 
concerns over the state's financial situation 
which has been badly hit by the Covid pandemic, 
even as the opposition has been critical over the 
sops and freebies being distributed by the Y.S. 
Jagan Mohan Reddy-led state 
government.Rajnish Kumar who had retired as 
SBI chairman in October 2006, is an independent 
non-executive director at the HongKong and 
Shanghai Banking Corporation. 
 
8. World's largest plant designed to suck carbon 
dioxide (CO2) out of the air and turning it into 
rock started commenced its operation in 
______. 
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A. Ireland 
B. Iceland 
C. Belgium 
D. Denmark 
E. Sweden 

Correct Answer – B. Iceland 
Explanation:  World's largest plant designed to 
suck carbon dioxide (CO2) out of the air and 
turning it into rock started commenced its 
operation in Iceland.The plan is named as Orca or 
orka meaning energy.It has been developed by 
Swiss startup Climeworks AG and Icelandic 
carbon storage firm Carbfix.It consists of four 
units, each made up of two metal boxes, similar 
in appearance to the containers used for 
maritime transport.It can suck out up to 4,000 
tonnes of CO2 per year. That's the equivalent of 
the annual emissions from about 790 cars. 
 
9. Central government has approved the 
production-linked incentive (PLI) scheme of 
worth ______ for the textiles sector. 
A. Rs.8,883 Crore 
B. Rs.10,683 Crore 
C. Rs.11,583 Crore 
D. Rs.12,983 Crore 
E. Rs.15,783 Crore 

Correct Answer – B. Rs.10,683 Crore 
Explanation: Central government has approved 
the production-linked incentive (PLI) scheme of 
worth Rs 10,683 crore for the textiles sector.This 
PLI scheme was approved in order to boost 
domestic manufacturing and exports.Scheme will 
help in creating direct additional employment of 
more than 7.5 lakh people and several 
supporting activities.As a part of incentives 
approved for textiles sector, the payout will be 
spread over a period of five years.PLI scheme was 
approved for textiles, MMF (man-made fibre) 
fabrics, MMF apparel and 10 segments or 
products of technical textiles.This production-
linked incentive scheme for textiles is a part of 
overall scheme that was announced for 13 

sectors during Budget 2021-22, with an outlay of 
Rs 1.97 lakh crore. 
 
10. Which of the following became the first 
country in the world to vaccinate toddlers? 
A. Cuba 
B. Chile 
C. Canada 
D. USA 
E. India 
 
Correct Answer – A. Cuba 
Explanation:  Cuba became the first country in 
the world to vaccinate children from the age of 
two against COVID-19, using home-grown jabs 
not recognised by the World Health 
Organisation. The communist island of 11.2 
million people aims to inoculate all its children 
before reopening schools that have been closed 
for the most part since March 2020.Countries 
such as China, the United Arab 
Emirates and Venezuela have announced they 
plan to vaccinate younger children, but Cuba is 
the first to do so.The Cuban vaccines, the first 
developed in Latin America, have not undergone 
international, scientific peer review. 
 
11. Indian Ministry of Petroleum and Natural 
Gas (MoPNG) and the U.S. Department of 
Energy (DoE) launched the India-US Task Force 
on which of the following? 
A. Healthcare 
B. Digital Inclusion 
C. Biofuels 
D. Literacy 
E. Terrorism 
 
Correct Answer: C. Biofuels 
Explanation: Indian Ministry of Petroleum and 
Natural Gas (MoPNG) and the U.S. Department 
of Energy (DoE) launched the India-US Task Force 
on Biofuels.The task force would integrate the 
private and public sectors inputs towards energy 
security, promote the exchange of the latest 
technology and encourage the Indian and U.S. 
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markets to accelerate the development of the 
biofuels sector.The Government of India has set 
targets of 10% ethanol blending of petrol by 2022 
and to raise it to 20 percent by 2025 under the 
ethanol blending program to curb carbon 
emissions and reduce India's dependence on 
imported crude oil. To match India's proposed 
level of biofuel production, it needs to produce 
22% more biofuel by 2030. The task force will 
provide Indian and U.S. industry stakeholders, 
thought leaders in the biofuels/ethanol space, 
academia, and technical specialists a platform to 
interact with each other in a meaningful way. 
 
12. In September 2021, which country has 
handed the instrument of accession to the 
International Solar Alliance (ISA) after ratifying 
the alliance agreement? 
A. Italy 
B. Canada 
C. Germany 
D. France 
E. Spain 
 
Correct Answer: C. Germany 
Explanation: Germany has handed the 
instrument of accession to the International Solar 
Alliance (ISA) after ratifying the alliance 
agreement. There are now 124 member nations. 
84 countries have signed the ISA agreement 
framework, and about 67 have ratified it.  The 
alliance's primary objective is to work for the 
efficient consumption of solar energy to reduce 
dependence on fossil fuels.Germany has, thus 
become the 80th country to have signed and 
ratified it. ISA provides a dedicated platform for 
cooperation among solar-resource-rich countries 
contributing to help achieve the common goal of 
increasing the use and quality of solar energy in 
meeting energy needs of ISA member countries 
in a safe, convenient, affordable, equitable and 
sustainable manner. The initiative was launched 
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the India 
Africa Summit, and a meeting of member 
countries ahead of the 2015 United Nations 

Climate Change Conference in Paris in November 
2015. India hosted the founding conference of 
International Solar Alliance on March 11, 2018. 
 
13. In September 2021, how many districts of 
Chhattisgarh signed MoUs with the Hyderabad-
based Indian Institute of Millets Research (IIMR) 
to boost the production of millets in their 
respective areas? 
A. 8 
B. 10 
C. 12 
D. 14 
E. 16 
 
Correct Answer – D. 14 
Explanation: Fourteen districts of Chhattisgarh 
on 10 September 2021 signed MoUs with the 
Hyderabad-based Indian Institute of Millets 
Research (IIMR) to boost the production of 
millets in their respective areas. As per the 
agreements, IIMR would provide technical 
assistance, ensure high-quality seeds to increase 
production, and extend support in setting up a 
seed bank.The 14 districts that have entered into 
agreements with IIMR are Kanker, Kondagaon, 
Bastar, Dantewada, Bijapur, Sukma, Narayanpur, 
Rajnandgaon, Kawardha, Gaurela-Pendra-
Marwahi, Balrampur, Koriya, Surajpur and 
Jashpur. The millets will be procured through Van 
Dhan societies of the Chhattisgarh Minor Forest 
Produce Co-operative Federation, and after 
processing, will be used in mid-day meal 
schemes, public distribution system and nutrition 
programmes. 
 
14. Who will launch Sansad TV, a new channel 
formed by merging the Lok Sabha TV and Rajya 
Sabha TV, on September 15, 2021? 
A. Amit Shah 
B. Rajnath Singh 
C. Hardeep Singh Puri 
D. Narendra Modi 
E. Nitin Gadkari 
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Correct Answer – D. Narendra Modi 
Explanation: Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
will launch Sansad TV, a new channel formed by 
merging the Lok Sabha TV and Rajya Sabha TV, 
on September 15, 2021. Veteran Congress leader 
Karan Singh, economist Bibek Debroy, NITI Aayog 
CEO Amitabh Kant, and advocate Hemant Batra 
will host different shows on this new 
channel.  When Parliament is in session, Sansad 
TV will have two channels. 
 
15. India is set to host the first-ever 2-2 
Ministerial Dialogue with which country in 
September 2021? 
A. Russia 
B. Australia 
C. Japan 
D. South Korea 
E. USA 
 

Correct Answer: B. Australia 
Explanation: India is set to host the first-ever 2-2 
Ministerial Dialogue with Australia on September 
11, 2021. Foreign Minister Marise Payne and 
Defence Minister Peter Dutton from the 
Australian side will meet with External Affairs 
Minister (EAM) S Jaishankar and Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh. India has 2-2 Ministerial 
format meetings with very few countries, 
including the USA and Japan. 
 
Australia:  

 Capital – Canberra.  

 Currency – Australian dollar.  

 Prime minister –  Scott Morrison.  

 National Sport – Australian Rules football. 
 

12th & 13th September 2021
1. What was the theme of the BRICS Summit 
2021? 
A. BRICS@15:Stronger Partnership for a Brighter 
Future 
B. BRICS@15: Intra-BRICS Cooperation for 
Continuity, Consolidation and Consensus 
C. BRICS@15:Collaboration for inclusive growth 
and shared prosperity in the 4th Industrial 
Revolution 
D. BRICS@15: Economic Growth for an 
Innovative Future 
E. BRICS@15: BRICS partnership – a driving force 
of global development 
 
Correct Answer: B. BRICS@15: Intra-BRICS 
Cooperation for Continuity, Consolidation and 
Consensus 
Explanation: Prime Minister of India, Narendra 

Modi has chaired the 13th BRICS 

Summit, through video conferencing. The theme 

of the India-led Summit was “BRICS@15: Intra-

BRICS Cooperation for Continuity, Consolidation 

and Consensus.” The theme chosen by India 

reflects the fifteenth anniversary of BRICS, being 

observed in 2021. PM Modi called for enhanced 

BRICS cooperation under the motto of ‘Build-

back Resiliently, Innovatively, Credibly and 

Sustainably’. 

The Summit concluded with the adoption of 

the ‘New Delhi Declaration’. This was the third 

time that India hosted the BRICS Summit. Prior to 

this India held the Presidency of the BRICS 

in 2012 and 2016. Also, this is the second time 

that Prime Minister Modi has chaired the BRICS 

Summit. He had previously chaired the Goa 

Summit in 2016. 

Apart from this, as the President of BRICS in 

2021, India has highlighted four priority areas for 

this year’s BRICS Summit, which were: 

 reform of the multilateral system, 

 counter-terrorism cooperation, 

 using digital and technological tools to 

achieve the Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDG), 
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 enhancing people-to-people exchanges 

All BRICS Leaders took part virtually in the 

Summit, including Brazil President-Jair Bolsonaro, 

Russian President Vladimir Putin, President Xi 

Jinping of China, and President Cyril Ramaphosa 

of South Africa. BRICS is an association of five 

major emerging economies comprising Brazil, 

Russia, India, China and South Africa. 

2. The Earth observation satellite, Gaofen-5 02, 
has been launched by which country? 
A. France 
B. Japan 
C. United States 
D. China 
E. South Africa 
 
Correct Answer – D. China 
Explanation: China successfully launched a new 

Earth observation satellite, Gaofen-5 02, into 

space, aboard a Long March-4C rocket, from the 

Taiyuan Satellite Launch Centre in north China’s 

Shanxi Province. The Gaofen-5 02 satellite is the 

24th in the series of Gaofen Earth-observation 

satellites of China, to monitor environmental 

protection efforts and boost its natural resources 

surveillance. 

About the Gaofen-5 02: 

Gaofen-5 02 is a hyperspectral satellite that will 

be used for comprehensive environmental 

monitoring, to improve the country’s 

hyperspectral observation capacity of the 

atmosphere, water and land. 

Important Points: 

 China Capital: Beijing; 

 China Currency: Renminbi; 

 China President: Xi Jinping. 

3. The nFiNi credit card facility has been 
launched by which company for fintechs and 
banks? 
A. NPCI 
B. Punjab National Bank 
C. SBI 
D. ICICI Bank 
E. Yes Bank 
 
Correct Answer – A. NPCI 
Explanation: National Payments Corporation of 

India (NPCI) in partnership with Fiserv Inc. to 

launch the plug-and-play RuPay credit card 

stack, ‘nFiNi’. nFiNi is a ready stack of services 

required for fintechs and banks to issue RuPay 

credit cards and will enable fintech to co-create 

bank-sponsored credit cards. It is a BaaS 

(banking-as-a-service) programme. 

About the platform: 

The nFiNi platform will power RuPay cards 

(including National Common Mobility Card) by 

offering access to needed services through the 

NPCI network combined with FirstVisionTM 

cloud-based open API integrations from 

Fiserv.This will bring significant efficiencies for 

banking and fintech institutions at various levels 

in terms of operations and customer 

management. The programme will further enable 

these institutions to expand their market base to 

new-to-credit customers. 

Important Points: 

 National Payments Corporation of 

India MD & CEO: Dilip Asbe. 

 National Payments Corporation of India 

Headquarters: Mumbai. 

 National Payments Corporation of India 

Founded: 2008. 
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4. Who has been elected as the chairman of the 
assembly of Asian Organization of Supreme 
Audit Institutions (ASOSAI)? 
A. Tushar Mehta 
B. Deepak Das 
C. Suresh N Patel 
D. Sushil Chandra 
E. Girish Chandra Murmu 
 
Correct Answer – E. Girish Chandra Murmu 
Explanation: The Comptroller and Auditor 

General (CAG) of India, GC Murmu was elected as 

the chairman of the assembly of the Asian 

Organization of Supreme Audit Institutions 

(ASOSAI) for a period of three years from 2024 to 

2027. Murmu was elected by the 56th governing 

board of ASOSAI and approval for the same was 

conveyed by the 15th assembly of ASOSAI. India 

will host the 16th assembly of ASOSAI in 2024. 

The CAG, as the chairman, will be the chief 

executive of ASOSAI and represent ASOSAI in its 

dealings with national and international 

organisations. After the election, the CAG 

assured the members that during SAI India’s 

three-year term as chair of the ASOSAI, they will 

focus on the areas of environmental audit and 

leveraging emerging technologies for audit. 

About the ASOSAI: 

The ASOSAI is one of the regional groups of 

the International Organisation of Supreme Audit 

Institutions (INTOSAI) which aims to promote 

understanding and cooperation among member 

institutions through the exchange of ideas and 

experiences in the field of public 

audit.Established in 1979 with 11 members, the 

membership of the ASOSAI consists of charter 

members, members and associate members. The 

membership has since grown to 47 SAIs. The 

assembly consists of all members of the 

organisation and meets once in three years. 

5. A New Book Titled,“Bullets Over Bombay: 
Satya and the Hindi Film Gangster” has been 
authored by whom among the following? 
A. Gopal Verma 

B. Vishal Bhardwaj 

C. Uday Bhatia 

D. Manoj Bajpayee 

E. Anurag Kashyap 

Correct Answer – C. Uday Bhatia 
Explanation: A new book has titled “Bullets Over 

Bombay: Satya and the Hindi Film 

Gangster” authored by Uday Bhatia. The Book 

deals with the testimonies from Ram Gopal 

Varma, Anurag Kashyap, Manoj Bajpayee, Vishal 

Bhardwaj, Saurabh Shukla.Uday Bhatia is a film 

critic with Mint Lounge in Delhi. He has 

previously worked with Time Out Delhi and The 

Sunday Guardian. His writing has appeared in The 

Caravan, GQ, The Indian Quarterly, The Indian 

Express and The Hindu Business Line. 

6. Which institution has bagged King Sejong 
Literacy Prize, a global recognition from UNESCO 
for its innovative approach towards education? 
A. IGNOU 

B. NIOS 

C. NCERT 

D. NCTE 

E. None of the above 

Correct Answer – B. NIOS 
Explanation:  National Institute of Open 

Schooling (NIOS), run by the education ministry, 

has bagged global recognition from UNESCO for 

its innovative approach towards education.The 

recognition is for educating differently-abled 

people through technology-enabled inclusive 

learning material.The NIOS move has a specific 

http://www.ixammr.com/
http://bit.ly/ixammrapp


 
 

Ixammr – India’s No.1 Sarkari Exam Prep. App – Free Mock Test | Topics Wise Quizzes | E-Books & Free PDFs 
 

 
Copyright 2021 @ www.ixammr.com 

focus on Indian sign language-based content.By 

awarding NIOS the King Sejong Literacy Prize, the 

jury has recognized the value of providing for the 

unique educational and language needs of PwD 

learners by developing teaching content in sign 

language through digital mode. 

7. In September 2021, India holds inaugural 
‘Two-Plus-Two Dialogue’ with which country? 
A. Germany 
B. England 
C. Canada 
D. Australia 
E. Sri Lanka 
  
Correct Answer – D. Australia 
Explanation: India and Australia began the 

inaugural two-plus-two dialogue.Defence 

Minister Rajnath Singh and External Affairs 

Minister S Jaishankar held the talks with their 

Australian counterparts Peter Dutton and Marise 

Payne.In the ‘two-plus-two’ talks, the two sides 

vowed to work towards a free, open and 

inclusive Indo-Pacific, a region that has been 

witnessing increasing Chinese assertiveness.India 

holds such talks with Australia, Japan, USA and 

Russia. 

8. Who has been appointed as new Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO) of Yahoo? 
A. Jim Lanzone 
B. Tor Braham 
C. Eric Brandt 
D. David Filo 
E. Eddy Hartenstein 
 
Correct Answer – A. Jim Lanzone 
Explanation: Jim Lanzone has been appointed as 

new Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of 

Yahoo.Currently he is the CEO of Tinder, Lanzone 

will succeed Guru Gowrappan, who has been 

named Senior Advisor to Apollo’s private equity 

business.The move comes around four months 

after Verizon had announced that it would sell 

Yahoo to Apollo Management Group for $5 

billion.Apollo completed the acquisition of 

Yahoo, formerly Verizon Media on September 

1.Prior to his stint as CEO of the dating app 

Tinder, Lanzone had led the digital operations of 

CBS Corporation as Chief Digital Officer and Chief 

Executive Officer of CBS Interactive. 

9. Renowned personality Aziz Hajini passed 
away recently he was a veteran _____. 
A. Politician 
B. Separatist Leader 
C. Singer 
D. Writer 
E. Dramatist 
 
Correct Answer – D. Writer 
Explanation: Noted writer and former secretary 

of Jammu and Kashmir Academy of Art, Culture 

and Languages Aziz Hajini passed away.Hajini 

hailed from Hajin Sonawari area of north 

Kashmir’s Bandipora district.He held several 

positions in academic and literary circles, 

including as secretary of the Jammu and Kashmir 

Academy of Art, Culture and Languages, and 

authored several books. 

10. Who has been selected for Florence 
Nightingale Award 2021? 
A. Shobhna Pathania 
B. Samita Kothari 
C. Bhanumati Gheewala 
D. Anju Poonawala 
E. Sophy D’Souza 
 
Correct Answer – C. Bhanumati Gheewala 
Explanation: A Gujarat-based nurse Bhanumati 

Gheewala has been selected for Florence 

Nightingale Award.The nurse works at Sir 

Sayajirao General Hospital in Vadodara.She has 

been handling the delivery of COVID-19 positive 

pregnant women as well as taking care of 
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newborns.The Florence Nightingale Award 

recognizes exceptional courage and devotion to 

victims of armed conflict or natural disaster.It 

also recognizes exemplary service or a pioneering 

spirit in the areas of public health or nursing 

education. 

11. Prime Minister Narendra Modi has 
inaugurated the Sardardham Bhavan through 
video conferencing at which city of Gujarat? 
A. Gandhi Nagar 
B. Surat 
C. Ahemdabad 
D. Baroda 
E. Porbandar 
 
Correct Answer: C. Ahemdabad 
Explanation: PM Narendra Modi has inaugurated 

the Sardardham Bhavan through video 

conferencing at Ahmedabad in Gujarat.He also 

laid the foundation stone of Sardardham Phase-II 

Kanya Chhatralay on this occasion.The 

Sardardham has been constructed at the cost of 

200 crore rupees.It has modern facilities like a 

hostel, library, career guidance and training 

center for boys and girls coming from rural areas 

and a multipurpose auditorium.Sardardham 

Bhavan at Vaishnodevi circle in Ahmedabad has 

been developed by Patidar Samaj. 

12. PhonePe has launched PhonePe Pulse. It is a 
digital payment firm of which of the following? 
A. Target Corporation 
B. Kroger 
C. Walgreens 
D. Walmart 
E. Amazon 
 
Correct Answer – D. Walmart 
Explanation: Walmart-owned digital payments 

firm PhonePe has launched PhonePe Pulse. It is 

India’s first interactive platform with data, 

insights, and trends on digital payments in the 

country. PhonePe also launched the Pulse 

Report, an in-depth study on the evolution of 

digital payments over the past 5 years.It also has 

insights about how digital payment adoption 

across India has evolved since 2016. 

13. Who became the first qualifier to capture a 
Grand Slam title by defeating Canada's 19-year-
old Leylah Fernandez in the US Open women's 
final? 
A. Harriet Dart 
B. Emma Raducanu 
C. Heather Watson 
D. Fran Jones 
E. Rika Hiraki 
 
Correct Answer – B. Emma Raducanu 
Explanation: Britain's Emma Raducanu became 

the first qualifier to capture a Grand Slam title by 

defeating Canada's 19-year-old Leylah Fernandez 

in the US Open women's final. Raducanu, ranked 

150th, was the first British woman in 44 years to 

win a Slam crown.Raducanu is the youngest US 

Open champion since Williams in 1999 and the 

first US Open women's champion not to drop a 

set since Williams in 2014. 

14. Who attended a three-day-long Pacific Air 
Chiefs Symposium 2021 in September 2021? 
A. Manoj Mukund Naravane 
B. Rajnath Singh 
C. RKS Bhadauria 
D. Birender Singh Dhanoa 
E. Sunil Lanba 
 
Correct Answer – C. RKS Bhadauria 
Explanation: Air Chief Marshal RKS Bhadauria 

attended a three-day-long Pacific Air Chiefs 

Symposium 2021 in September 2021. The event 

themed ''Enduring Cooperation towards Regional 

Stability'' was attended by air chiefs from 

countries in the Indo-Pacific region. Bhadauria 

was nominated as the Dean for the symposium 
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which was held at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-

Hickam in Hawaii.He also held bilateral and 

multilateral meetings on defence cooperation 

and security with air chiefs from eleven other 

countries. 

15. Which of the following has announced the 
launch of Kisan Store? 
A. Flipkart 
B. Jio Mart 
C. Big Bazaar 
D. Amazon India 
E. Easyday 
 
Correct Answer: D. Amazon India 
Explanation: Amazon India has announced the 

launch of Kisan Store. It is an online platform that 

will enable farmers across India to get access to 

more than 8,000 agriculture inputs such as seeds, 

farm tools and accessories, plant protection, 

nutrition, and more. Listed by Small and Medium 

Businesses (SMBs) these products will be 

available at competitive prices on Amazon India. 

Farmers can choose to shop on Amazon.in using 

any of the five Indian languages including Hindi, 

Telugu, Kannada, Tamil, and Malayalam. Farmers 

can also visit any one of the 50,000+ Amazon 

Easy stores across the country and avail assisted 

shopping facility. The Amazon Easy store owners 

will help farmers browse the selection, identify a 

product they like, create their Amazon accounts, 

place orders and checkout to buy. Farmers can 

choose from a selection of thousands of 

agricultural products from over 20+ brands. 

16. Who inaugurated a food processing unit 
'Sahara Frozen Foods' (SFF) set up in Morena, 
Madhya Pradesh on 12 September 2021? 
A. Ashwini Vaishnaw 
B. G. Kishan Reddy 
C. Prahlad Singh Patel 

D. Gajendra Singh Shekhawat 
E. Piyush Goyal 
 
Correct Answer: C. Prahlad Singh Patel 
Explanation: Union Minister of State Prahlad 

Singh Patel inaugurated a food processing unit 

'Sahara Frozen Foods' (SFF) set up in Morena, 

Madhya Pradesh on 12 September 2021. The 

inaugural ceremony was part of the 

government's celebration of food processing 

week to commemorate 75 years of India's 

independence. SFF has been set up with a central 

grant of Rs10 crore under the Pradhan Mantri 

Kisan SAMPADA Yojana.The unit will also provide 

direct and indirect employment to about 700 

persons and benefit about 1,000 farmers in the 

Central Processing Centre (CPC) and Primary 

Processing Centers (PPC) catchment areas. The 

facilities of this unit include IQF Pre-Processing 

Line for F&V – 4 MT/Hr, Deep Freezer/Frozen 

Store – 4000 MT, Modern Racking System 

(Stacking)-4000 MT and High Reach Material 

Handling- 2 Units. The unit provides excellent 

state-of-the-art facilities such as packing 

machines, water treatment plants, water storage 

tanks, subsystems, fittings etc. This processing 

unit mainly produces frozen peas, mango pieces, 

frozen cabbage etc. 

17. Aziz Hajini passed away in September 2021. 
In which year was he awarded the Sahitya 
Akademi Award for his book Tej Pazar? 
A. 2009 
B. 2011 
C. 2013 
D. 2015 
E. 2017 
 
Correct Answer: C. 2013 
Explanation: Eminent writer of Jammu and 

Kashmir, Aziz Hajini, passed away in September 

2021. Aziz Hajini was a Kashmiri writer, poet, 
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critic, and organizer. He served as the first 

secretary of the Jammu and Kashmir Academy of 

Arts, Culture, and Languages. He has also been 

awarded the Sahitya Akademi Award in 2013 for 

his book Tej Pazar and in 2016 for Kitab Aan 

Khane. 

18. An all-womens' entrepreneurship exhibition 
was organized in which city on 11 September 
2021? 
A. Srinagar 
B. Anantnag 
C. Kathua 
D. Samba 
E. Udhampur 
 
Correct Answer: A. Srinagar 
Explanation: An all-womens' entrepreneurship 

exhibition was organized at the Kashmir Haat in 

Srinagar on 11 September 2021. The exhibition 

was organized by Exceeding Event Expectations 

(EREIGNIS) in collaboration with Jammu and 

Kashmir handicraft and handloom department. 

This five-day event is for all women 

entrepreneurs who have their own startups or 

are already into business. With this platform, 

these entrepreneurs will be allowed to exhibit 

their products and promote their brands. 

Jammu and Kashmir:  

 Lieutenant Governor – Manoj Sinha.  

 Dams – Baglihar Dam (Chenab River), 

Dulhasti Dam (Chenab River), Uri-II Dam 

(Jhelum River).  

 National Parks – Dachigam National Park, 

Salim Ali National Park, Kazinag National 

Park, Kishtwar High Altitude National 

Park. 

19. Who has been elected as the new Chief 
Minister of Gujarat in September 2021? 

A. Bhupendra Patel 
B. Jayesh Radadiya 
C. Bhupendrasinh Rai 
D. Nitinbhai Patel 
E. Ganpat Vasava 
 
Correct Answer: A. Bhupendra Patel 
Explanation: Bhupendra Patel was elected as the 

new Chief Minister of Gujarat on 12 September 

2021. He will be sworn in as the new Gujarat 

Chief Minister on 13 September 2021. He is an 

MLA (Member of Legislative Assembly) from the 

Ghatlodia seat of Gujarat. Vijay Rupani resigned 

on 11 September 2021 from the Chief Minister 

post of Gujarat. 

Gujarat:  

 Chief Minister – Bhupendra Patel.  

 Governor – Acharya Devvrat.  

 Number of Districts – 33.  

 Lok Sabha seats – 26.  

 Rajya Sabha seats – 11 

20. Who was crowned champion of the 2021 US 
Open? 
A. Novak Djokovic 
B. Daniil Medvedev 
C. Rafael Nadal 
D. Roger Federer 
E. Alexander Zverev 
 
Correct Answer: B. Daniil Medvedev 
Explanation: Russia's Daniil Medvedev was 

crowned champion of the 2021 US Open after 

defeating world number one Novak Djokovic in 

the men's singles final. He clinched his maiden 

Grand Slam title with a straight-set victory 

against the Serbian (6-4, 6-4, 6- 4).Medvedev has 

become the third Russian after Yevgeny 

Kafelnikov and Marat Safin to win a Grand 

Slam.Britain's Emma Raducanu became the first 

qualifier to capture a Grand Slam title by 
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defeating Canada's 19-year-old Leylah Fernandez in the  2021 US Open women's final. 

14th September 2021
1.Which of the following MNC has recently 
appointed Prativa Mohapatra as vice president 
and managing director for India? 
A. Microsoft 
B. Amazon 
C. Google 
D. IBM 
E. Adobe 
 
Correct Answer: E. Adobe 
Explanation: US tech giant Adobe has announced 
the appointment of Prativa Mohapatra as vice 
president and managing director for Adobe India. 
In this role, Mohapatra will lead Adobe’s India 
business across Adobe Experience Cloud, Adobe 
Creative Cloud and Adobe Document Cloud, 
reporting to Simon Tate, Adobe’s president for 
the Asia Pacific (APAC).Mohapatra’s career spans 
over 25 years in the technology industry. She 
joins Adobe from tech firm IBM, where she 
served as vice president of digital sales for APAC. 
Prior to that, she led sales for IBM India and 
South Asia where she was responsible for driving 
revenue for the company’s portfolio of solutions 
and services. 
 
Important Points: 

 Adobe CEO: Shantanu Narayen; 

 Adobe Founded: December 1982; 

 Adobe Headquarters: California, United 
States. 

 
2. The United Nations Day for South-South 
Cooperation is an international day 
commemorated on___________. 
A. 12 September 
B. 10 September 
C. 11 September 
D. 09 September 
E. 13 September 
 

Correct Answer – A. 12 September 
Explanation: International Day for South-South 

Cooperation is observed globally on 12th 

September every year. The day celebrates the 

economic, social and political developments 

made in recent years by regions and countries in 

the south. It also highlights the UN’s efforts to 

work on technical cooperation among developing 

countries. 

Background of International Day for South-

South Cooperation: 

The history of the South-South cooperation 

begins in 1949 with the establishment of the UN 

technical aid programme by the Economic and 

Social Council and the creation of the United 

Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 

in 1969. In the year 1978, the conference of the 

Global South on TCDC adopted the Buenos Aires 

Plan of Action (BAPA) for promoting and 

implementing technical cooperation among 

developing countries. This was one of the main 

pillars for South-South cooperation. 

3. Who among the following has won the 
women’s singles title of US Open 2021? 
A. Naomi Osaka 
B. Barbora Krejcíková 
C. Ashleigh Barty 
D. Emma Raducanu 
E. Leylah Fernandez 
 
Correct Answer – D. Emma Raducanu 
Explanation: In the men’s category, Daniil 

Medvedev has lifted his first Grand Slam trophy 

after defeating Novak Djokovic 6-4, 6-4, 6-4 in 

the US Open men’s singles final at the Arthur 
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Ashe Stadium in New York. In the women’s 

category, Great Britain’s tennis player Emma 

Raducanu defeated Canada’s Leylah Annie 

Fernandez to win the 2021 US Open women’s 

singles final title.The total prize money for the 

2021 US Open is USD 57.5 million, which is 

slightly more than the USD 57.2 million in 2019. 

The 2020 edition had total prize money of USD 

53.4 million because of revenues lost due to no 

fans. 

Here is the Complete List of Winners in Different 

Categories: 

S. 

No

. 

Categor

y 
Winner Runner Up 

1. 
Men’s 

Singles 
Daniil Medvedev 

Novak 

Djokovic 

2. 

Women

’s 

Singles 

Emma Raducanu 
Leylah Annie 

Fernandez 

3. 
Men’s 

Doubles 
Ram/Salisbury 

Jamie 

Murray/Brun

o Soares 

4. 

Women

’s 

Doubles 

Stosur/Zhang 
Coco Gauff/ 

McNally 

5. 
Mixed 

Doubles 

Krawczyk/Salisb

ury 

Giuliana 

Olmos/Marce

lo Arevalo 

 
4. Who has become the 1st professional golfer 
in the world to receive the prestigious 10-year 
Dubai Golden Visa? 
A. Rory McIlroy 

B. Tiger Woods 

C. Jordan Spieth 

D. Jeev Milkha Singh 

E. Phil Mickelson 

Correct Answer – D. Jeev Milkha Singh 
Explanation:  Star Indian golfer Jeev Milkha 

Singh has become the first professional golfer in 

the world to receive the prestigious 10-year 

Dubai Golden Visa in recognition of his 

outstanding achievements in the sport. The 49-

year-old Jeev has had a long association with 

Dubai, having featured in several tournaments 

and making many friends in the city.During the 

2001 Dubai Desert Classic, Jeev had established a 

world record at that time when he completed the 

four rounds with just 94 putts while finishing tied 

sixth. Jeev, winner of four titles on the European 

Tour, four on Japan Golf Tour and six on the 

Asian Tour, has received the 10-year ‘Gold card’ 

for being an elite professional athlete. 

Other sportspersons: 

Other sportspersons who have been granted the 

Golden Visa by Dubai include footballers 

Cristiano Ronaldo, Paul Pogba, Roberto Carlos, 

Luis Figo and Romel Lukaku, tennis superstar 

Novak Djokovic, Indian tennis star Sania Mirza 

and her husband and Pakistani cricketer Shoaib 

Malik. Bollywood stars Shah Rukh Khan and 

Sanjay Dutt have also received their visas. 

5. Who has been appointed as the Vice-
Chairman of Gandhi Smriti and Darshan Samiti 
(GSDS) by the Centre? 
A. Dilip Asbe 

B. Sanjeev Balyan 

C. Vijender Gupta 

D. Charti Lal Goel 

E. Vijay Goel 

Correct Answer – E. Vijay Goel 
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Explanation: Former Union Minister, Vijay 

Goel has been appointed as the Vice-

Chairman of Gandhi Smriti and Darshan Samiti 

(GSDS). It is the site of the Martyrdom of 

Mahatma Gandhi, the Father of the Nation. 

Gandhi Smriti and Darshan Samiti (GSDS) was 

formed in September 1984 as an autonomous 

body. It is functioning under constructive advice 

and financial support from the Ministry of 

Culture. It is located in New Delhi.The Prime 

Minister of India is the Chairperson of Gandhi 

Smriti and Darshan Samiti (GSDS). The objective 

of the Samiti is to propagate the life, mission and 

thought of Mahatma Gandhi through various 

socio-educational and cultural programmes. 

6. Prime Minister Narendra Modi has 
inaugurated the Sardardham Bhavan in which 
city of the country recently? 
A. Lucknow 

B. Hyderabad 

C. New Delhi 

D. Ahmedabad 

E. Dehradun 

Correct Answer – D. Ahmedabad 
Explanation: Prime Minister Narendra Modi has 

inaugurated the Sardardham 

Bhavan in Ahmedabad, Gujarat, via video 

conferencing.He also performed the “Bhoomi 

Pujan” of the Sardardham Phase-II Kanya 

Chhatralaya (girls’ hostel) project.Both these 

establishments are dedicated to the “Iron Man of 

India,” Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. The project is 

developed by the Vishwa Patidar Samaj. 

About the project: 

The state-of-the-art Sardardham Bhavan 

provides separate hostel facilities to girls and 

boys from rural areas who aspire for better 

career prospects.Phase I of the Sardardham 

Bhavan project is built over an area of 11,672 

square feet at an estimated cost of Rs 200 

crore, near the Vaishnodevi circle in the 

Ahmedabad-Gandhinagar border area. It will 

house 1,600 students, including 800 boys and 

800 girls.The Phase II of the Sardardham project 

is expected to house around 2,000 girl students. 

The project will be built at the cost of another Rs 

200 crore. 

7.  Who has been appointed as the new Acting 
Chairperson of National Company Law Appellate 
Tribunal (NCLAT) with effect from September 
11, 2021? 
A. Justice Hemant Gupta 
B. Justice Mukesh Shah 
C. Justice M. Venugopal 
D. Justice Ajay Rastogi 
E. Justice Sanjiv Khanna 

Correct Answer – C. Justice M. Venugopal 
Explanation: Justice M. Venugopal has been 

appointed as the new Acting Chairperson of 

National Company Law Appellate Tribunal 

(NCLAT) with effect from September 11, 2021.He 

is a former judge of the High Court of Madras 

and was appointed as a Judicial Member of the 

NCLAT on October 23, 2019.This is the third time 

in a row that an Acting Chairperson is at the helm 

of the NCLAT, after the retirement of permanent 

Chairperson Justice S, J .Mukhopadhaya in 

2020.NCLAT is a tribunal established under 

Section 410 of the Companies Act, 2013. 

8. Which became the first bank in India and 
Asia-Pacific to launch real-time online tracking 
for cross-border collections for businesses in 
India in partnership with SWIFT Global 
Payments Innovation (GPI)? 
A. Citi Bank 
B. DBS Bank 
C. Standard Chartered Bank 
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D. HSBC India 
E. Deutsche Bank 

Correct Answer – B. DBS Bank 
Explanation:  DBS has launched real-time online 

tracking for cross-border collections for 

businesses in India in partnership with SWIFT 

Global Payments Innovation (gpi).DBS is the first 

bank in India and Asia-Pacific to offer this service 

to clients, which is expected to benefit close to 

4000 corporate and SME clients in India, with 

numbers expected to grow further.The new DBS 

SWIFT gpi incoming tracking will arm corporate 

treasures with better cash forecasting by 

receiving the end-to-end tracking information, 

which was not possible a few years ago. 

9. With which country India has launched 
Climate Action and Finance Mobilization 
Dialogue (CAFMD) to strengthen bilateral 
cooperation on climate and environment? 
A. Israel 
B. USA 
C. France 
D. Japan 
E. Australia 
 

Correct Answer – B. USA 
Explanation: India and USA have launched 

Climate Action and Finance Mobilization Dialogue 

(CAFMD) to strengthen India-US bilateral 

cooperation on climate and environment.AFMD 

is one of the two tracks of the India-U.S. Climate 

and Clean Energy Agenda 2030 partnership 

launched at Leaders’ Summit on Climate in April 

2021.It will demonstrate how the world can align 

swift climate action with inclusive and resilient 

economic development, taking into account 

national circumstances and sustainable 

development priorities. 

10. North Korea has tested new long-range 
cruise missile, which is capable of hitting 
______. 
A. Japan 

B. Philippines 

C. USA 

D.Russia 

E. Europe 

Correct Answer – A. Japan 
Explanation: North Korea has tested new long-

range cruise missile, which is capable of hitting 

Japan.During the test, the missile travelled up to 

1,500 kms, suggesting that North Korea is still 

capable of developing weapons despite food 

shortages and economic crisis.It is first long-

range cruise missile of Korea that could possibly 

carry a nuclear warhead. 

11. Which has become the first private company 
to formally enter into an agreement with Indian 
Space Research Organisation (ISRO) to get 
access of their facilities and expertise for the 
development and testing of subsystems and 
systems of space launch vehicles? 
A. Agnikul Cosmos Private Limited 
B. Pixxel 
C. Dhruva Space 
D. Skyroot Aerospace 
E. Bellatrix Aerospace 
 
Correct Answer: D. Skyroot Aerospace 
Explanation: Hyderabad-based Space technology 

startup, Skyroot Aerospace has become the first 

private company to formally enter into an 

agreement with Indian Space Research 

Organisation (ISRO) to get access of their 

facilities and expertise for the development and 

testing of subsystems and systems of space 

launch vehicles.Skyroot Aerospace is building 

Vikram series of rockets to carry small satellites 

into space.First launch vehicle in the series, 
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Vikram-1 is scheduled to be launch in 2022.The 

agreement will enable Skyroot to undertake 

multiple tests and access facilities at various ISRO 

centres and get all help in building the launch 

vehicle. 

12. When was World First Aid Day observed in 
2021? 
A. 8 September 
B. 9 September 
C. 10 September 
D. 11 September 
E. 12 September 
 
Correct Answer – D. 11 September 
Explanation: World First Aid Day is observed on 

the second Saturday of September annually. For 

2021, it was celebrated on 11 September across 

the globe. The theme for World First Aid Day 

2021 is ‘First aid and road safety,’ according to 

the International Federation of Red Cross and 

Red Crescent Societies (IFRC). The day was first 

observed in the year 2000.The special day is 

marked to encourage people in first aid training 

which helps in preventing injuries and saving 

lives in critical situations. It promotes recovery 

and, in many cases, first aid may be necessary to 

keep the victim alive before he/she can be taken 

to the hospital or before a doctor arrives for 

more specialised treatment. 

13. The Central govenment has released how 
many rupees (in crores) for Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, 
Haryana, and Punjab to subsidize machinery 
required in-situ management of crop residue 
during 2021-22? 
A. 288 
B. 342 
C. 496 
D. 512 
E. 678 
 

Correct Answer – C. 496 

Explanation: The Central govenment 

has released Rs 496 crore for Delhi, Uttar 

Pradesh, Haryana, and Punjab to subsidize 

machinery required in-situ management of crop 

residue during 2021-22. It aimed at addressing 

air pollution, in Delhi and the National Capital 

Region (NCR) due to stubble burning in the 

adjoining states of Punjab, Haryana, and Uttar 

Pradesh. 

For the year 2021-22, fund amounting ₹ 235 

crore has been released for Punjab, ₹ 141 crore 

has been released for Haryana, ₹ 115 crore for 

Uttar Pradesh and ₹ 5 crore has been released 

for Delhi. The Indian Council of Agricultural 

Research (ICAR) and other central agencies also 

received ₹ 54.99 crore.The funds have been 

released under the scheme for the distribution of 

crop residue management machinery on subsidy 

to farmers. 

14. In September 2021, which of the following 
developed a remote-controlled armed robot 
that can track infiltrators and open fire? 
A. Lockheed Martin 
B. Israel Aerospace Industries 
C. Dassault Aviation SA 
D. MTU Aero Engines 
E. Triumph Group 
 
Correct Answer – B. Israel Aerospace Industries 
Explanation: An Israeli defense contractor on 13 

September 2021 unveiled a remote-controlled 

armed robot that can track infiltrators and open 

fire.The four-wheel-drive robot presented on 13 

September was developed by the state-owned 

Israel Aerospace Industries' REX MKII. The robot 

can gather intelligence for ground troops, carry 

injured soldiers and supplies in and out of battle, 

and strike nearby targets. 
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The armed robot can reportedly "patrol battle 

zones, track infiltrators and open fire". The robot 

is operated by an electronic tablet and can be 

equipped with two machine guns, cameras and 

sensors. 

Israel:  

 Capital – Jerusalem.  

 Currency – Israeli Shekel.  

 National Sport – Association football 

15. Who received the "Change Maker" Award 
from the Governor of Maharashtra Bhagat Singh 
Koshyari for her valuable contribution to society 
in September 2021? 
A. Ayushi Singhal 
B. Shagun Gupta 
C. Ginni Deshwal 
D. Kanika Chauhan 
E. Kriti Mehrotra 

 
Correct Answer: B. Shagun Gupta 
Explanation: Dr. Shagun Gupta received the 

"Change Maker" Award from the Governor of 

Maharashtra Bhagat Singh Koshyari for her 

valuable contribution to society on September 

11, 2021.Through her Permanent Makeup 

technique and expertise, Shagun has treated 

several acid attack survivors to improve their 

body features with her in-depth knowledge in 

the permanent makeup field. 

On the occasion of the National Forest Martyr's 

Day, Governor Bhagat Singh Koshyari presented 

the "Change Maker" Awards to various 

personalities for arts, literature and social cause. 

The event was organised at Governor's House, 

Raj Bhavan in Mumbai. 

 

15th September 2021
1. Who has been appointed as the chairperson 
of the Indian National Space Promotion 
Authorization Centre (In-SPACe)? 
A. Umesh Gupta 
B. Vipin Chandra 
C. Jitendra Sharma 
D. Pawan Kumar Goenka 
E. Gopal Singh 
 
Correct Answer: D. Pawan Kumar Goenka 
Explanation: Former managing director of 

Mahindra & Mahindra Pawan Kumar Goenka has 

been appointed as the chairperson of the Indian 

National Space Promotion Authorization Centre 

(In-SPACe). During his R&D tenure in M&M, he 

led the development of the Scorpio SUV. IN-

SPACe functions as an independent nodal agency 

under the Department of Space, Government of 

India. Goenka, an IIT alumnus, had been 

associated with two major automobile 

companies – General Motors and Mahindra & 

Mahindra – in his professional career that 

spanned over four decades. He retired as the MD 

of the company on April 1, 2021, after spending 

27 years with the Mahindra Group. 

2. Hindi Diwas or Hindi Day is observed every 
year on ________ to mark the popularity of 
Hindi as an official language of India. 
A. 10 September 

B. 11 September 

C. 12 September 

D. 13 September 

E. 14 September 

Correct Answer – E. 14 September 
Explanation: Hindi Diwas or Hindi Day is 

observed every year on 14 September to mark 
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the popularity of Hindi as an official language of 

India. The language was adopted under Article 

343 of the Indian Constitution. The first Hindi day 

was celebrated on 14th September 1953. 

History of Hindi Diwas: 

Later, Pt Jawaharlal Nehru announced this day to 

be celebrated as Hindi Diwas in the 

country.There are 22 Scheduled languages of 

India, of which, two are officially used at the 

Union government of India level: Hindi and 

English.Hindi is the fourth most spoken language 

in the world.Hindi Divas is celebrated on 14 

September because, on this day in 1949, the 

Constituent Assembly of India had adopted Hindi 

written in Devanagari script as the official 

language of the Republic of India. 

3. Oscar Fernandes passed away recently. He 
was a/an ___________. 
A. Politician 
B. Journalist 
C. Actor 
D. Environmentalist 
E. Playback singer 
 

Correct Answer – A. Politician 
Explanation: Veteran Rajya Sabha MP and 

former Union minister Oscar Fernandes has 

passed away. The senior Congress leader had 

served as the Union Cabinet Minister for 

Transport, Road and Highways and Labour and 

Employment, in Manmohan Singh’s UPA 

government. He had served the Lok Sabha for 

five terms and was the sitting member of the 

Rajya Sabha in his third term. He was also the 

chairman of the Central Election Authority of the 

All India Congress Committee (AICC). He was a 

trained Kuchipudi dancer. 

4.   Nuakhai is a harvest festival, celebrated by 
the native of which Indian state? 
A. Karnataka 
B. Tamil Nadu 
C. Andhra Pardseh 
D. Telangana 
E. Odisha 
 
Correct Answer – E. Odisha 
Explanation: Nuakhai Juhar, the agrarian festival 

of Western Odisha, was celebrated with religious 

fervour and tradition. It is celebrated 1 day after 

the celebration of Ganesh Chaturthi. Nuakhai is a 

crop festival celebrated by people of Western 

Odisha and Southern Chhattisgarh, to welcome 

the new rice of the season. Nua means new and 

khai means food. So, the festival of nuakhai is a 

festival to celebrate newly harvested food by the 

farmers. 

Important Points: 

Chief Minister of Odisha: Naveen Patnaik and 

Governor is Ganeshi Lal. 

5. Which of the following state has achieved the 
top position in the installation of off-grid solar 
pumps under PM-KUSUM? 
A.  Rajasthan 
B.  Haryana 
C.  Punjab 
D.  Kerala 
E.  Uttarakhand 
 
Correct Answer – B.  Haryana 
Explanation:  Haryana has topped among all 

other states of the country in terms of 

installation of off-grid solar pumps 

under Pradhan Mantri Kisan Urja Suraksha Evam 

Utthan Mahaabhiyaan (PM-KUSUM), as per the 

data by the Union Ministry of New and 

Renewable Energy. Haryana has installed 14,418 

pumps against 15,000 sanctioned pumps for the 
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year 2020-21. Haryana was given a target of 

15,000 pumps for the year 2020-21 with a total 

cost of Rs 520 crore. 

About the PM-KUSUM scheme: 

The centrally-sponsored PM-KUSUM scheme was 

launched in 2019 with the target to install 20 lakh 

standalone solar pumps.Under this scheme, 

farmers have to bear 40 per cent of the pump’s 

cost, while the central and state governments 

subsidize the remaining 60 per cent for solar 

pumps that have a capacity of up to 10 

HP.However, Haryana and some other states 

have provided additional top-up on the subsidies, 

which has reduced the farmer’s share to less 

than 25 per cent. 

Important Points: 

 Haryana Capital: Chandigarh; 

 Haryana Governor: Bandaru Dattatraya; 

 Haryana Chief Minister: Manohar Lal 

Khattar. 

6. Who has authored the book titled ‘Human 
Rights and Terrorism in India’? 
A. Subramanian Sawamy 
B. Subhashini Haider 
C. M Venkaiah Naidu 
D. Arun Kumar Mishra 
E. Najma Heptulla 
 
Correct Answer – E. Najma Heptulla 
Explanation: A book has titled ‘Human Rights and 

Terrorism in India’ authored by BJP MP 

Subramanian Swamy.He has come out with a 

book “Human Rights and Terrorism in India” 

which traces how the combating of terrorism can 

be harmonised with human and fundamental 

rights within reasonable restrictions that are 

permitted by the Constitution and upheld by the 

Supreme Court. 

7. PM Narendra Modi has laid the foundation 
stone of Raja Mahendra Pratap Singh State 
University in which place of Uttar Pradesh? 
A. Ghaziabad 
B. Aligarh 
C. Lucknow 
D. Kanpur 
E. Varanasi 
 
Correct Answer – B. Aligarh 
Explanation: PM Narendra Modi has laid the 

foundation stone of Raja Mahendra Pratap Singh 

State University at Aligarh, Uttar Pradesh.Uttar 

Pradesh govt is establishing the university in the 

memory and honor of noted Jat figure, Raja 

Mahendra Pratap Singh, who was a great 

freedom fighter, educationist and social 

reformer.University will be spread over an area 

of over 92 acres at Lodha village and Musepur 

Kareem Jarouli village of Kol tehsil in Aligarh.It 

will provide affiliation to 395 colleges of the 

Aligarh division 

8. Who has won the has 2021 Women’s Prize for 
Fiction for her second novel ‘Piranesi’? 
A. Brit Bennett 
B. Clare Chambers 
C. Susanna Clarke 
D. Amanda Craig 
E. Naoise Dolan 
 
Correct Answer – C. Susanna Clarke 
Explanation: English author Susanna Clarke has 

won 2021 Women’s Prize for Fiction for her 

second novel ‘Piranesi’.Women’s Prize for 

Fiction: It is one of the United Kingdom’s most 

prestigious literary prizes. It is awarded annually 

to a female author of any nationality for the best 

original full-length novel written in English, since 
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1996.Piranesi is a mystery about a man living 

alone in a labyrinthine house. 

9. Who has been conferred with the Swami 
Brahmanand Award 2021? 
A. Ranu Kawatra 
B. Prajodh Rajan 
C. Anand Kumar 
D. Hemendra Kumar 
E. Vineet Joshi 
 

Correct Answer – C. Anand Kumar 
Explanation: Mathematician Anand Kumar was 

conferred with the Swami Brahmanand Award 

2021 for his contribution in the field of education 

through his ‘Super 30’ initiative, which prepares 

underprivileged students for the IIT entrance 

exam.He received the award from professor 

Roop Kishore Shastri, the vice-chancellor of 

Haridwar’s Gurukula Kangri deemed university, 

at a function in the Rath area of Hamirpur district 

of Uttar Pradesh.The award carrying Rs 10,000 in 

cash, a bronze medal, a bronze statue of Swami 

Brahmanand and a certificate is given every year 

to people who have done special work in the 

education sector or for the welfare of the cow. 

10. International Day of Democracy is observed 
globally every year on which date? 
A. 11th September 
B. 12th September 
C. 14th September 
D. 15th September 
E. 16th September 
 
Correct Answer – D. 15th September 
Explanation: International Day of Democracy is 

observed globally on 15th September every year. 

It was established through a resolution passed by 

the UN General Assembly in 2007, for promoting 

and upholding the principles of democracy and 

provide an opportunity to review the state of 

democracy in the world.The theme for 2021 

International Day of Democracy is “Strengthening 

democratic resilience in the face of future 

crises”.The Day was proclaimed by the UN 

General Assembly through a resolution in 2007 to 

strengthen national programmes devoted to the 

promotion and consolidation of democracy. The 

day was observed for the first time in 2008. 

11. In September 2021, which of the following 
has won the prestigious King Sejong Literacy 
Prize 2021 of UNESCO International Literacy 
Prizes? 
A. Indira Gandhi National Open University 
B. National Institute of Open Schooling 
C. Central Board of Secondary Education 
D. National Council of Educational Research and 
Training 
E. Kendriya Vidyalaya 
 
Correct Answer: B. National Institute of Open 
Schooling 
Explanation: The National Institute of Open 

Schooling (NIOS) of India has won the prestigious 

King Sejong Literacy Prize 2021 of UNESCO 

International Literacy Prizes. The award was 

granted for enabling the education of persons 

with disabilities through technologyenabled 

inclusive learning materials, with a specific focus 

on Indian Sign language-based content. The 

recognition is for educating differently-abled 

people through technology-enabled inclusive 

learning material. 

The NIOS move has a specific focus on Indian sign 

language-based content. Along with NIOS, this 

year’s UNESCO International Literacy Prizes was 

awarded to other five outstanding literacy 

programs from Côte d’Ivoire, Egypt, Guatemala, 

Mexico, and South Africa. 

Every year, the UNESCO International Literacy 

Prizes focus on a specific theme. This year, the 
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focus was on inclusive distance and digital 

literacy learning. Established in 1989, with the 

support of the Government of the Republic of 

Korea, the recognition is awarded to 

governments, governmental agencies or 

nongovernmental organizations displaying merit 

and achieving effective results in the fight for 

universal literacy. 

12. In September 2021, who addressed the 
LEADS 2021 ASEAN Session on India- ASEAN 
Connectivity Partnerships, organized by FICCI? 
A. Narendra Modi 
B. Piyush Goyal  
C. Sarbananda Sonowal 
D. Nirmala Sitharaman 
E. Arjun Munda 
 
Correct Answer – C. Sarbananda Sonowal 
Explanation: Minister of Ports, Shipping and 

Waterways, Sarbananda Sonowal on 14 

September 2021 addressed the LEADS 2021 

ASEAN Session on India- ASEAN Connectivity 

Partnerships, organized by FICCI. LEADS is 

curated as a strategic platform for global leaders 

from Asia, Europe, Africa, the Americas and the 

Pacific to deliberate on the tenets of Leadership, 

economic Excellence, and Adaptability to change. 

The physical connectivity between India and the 

neighbouring South Asian countries will enable 

small and medium-sized enterprises in the 

border areas to explore new business 

opportunities. 

FICCI:  

 Headquarters – New Delhi.  

 Founded In – 1927.  

 Founders – Ghanshyam Das Birla, 

Purshottamdas Thakurdas. 

13. Which of the following banks in September 
2021 received 'Rajbhasha Kirti Puraskar' from 
Home Minister Amit Shah for promoting the 
official language Hindi? 
A. Punjab National Bank 
B. Union Bank of India 
C. Bank of India 
D. Both 1 and 2 
E. All 1, 2 and 3 
 
Correct Answer – D. Both 1 and 2 
Explanation: Public sector banks, including 

Punjab National Bank (PNB) and Union Bank of 

India, on 14 September 2021 received awards 

from Home Minister Amit Shah for promoting the 

official language Hindi. PNB and Union Bank of 

India received 'Rajbhasha Kirti Puraskar' for 2020-

21 in different categories. This is the fourth time 

in a row that PNB bank has received the first 

prize. 

Besides, the Bank of Maharashtra and Punjab & 

Sind Bank got awards for promoting the official 

language on the occasion of Hindi Diwas.  CMD of 

Bharat Dynamics Limited and TOLIC chairman 

Commodore Siddharth Mishra (retired) has been 

conferred the Rajbhasha Kirti Puraskar (first 

place) for the best implementation of official 

language among member organisations of Town 

Official Language Implementation Committee 

(TOLIC) of PSUs in Hyderabad, for 2019-20 under 

Region ‘C’. Bharat Electronics Ltd. (BEL) has been 

conferred the prestigious ‘Rajbhasha Kirti’ award 

(second prize) under the PSU category (‘C’ 

region) for the second consecutive year. 

Deendayal Port Trust, consecutively second time, 

bagged the highest "Rajbhasha Kirti Award (Third 

prize in 'B' region)" for the year 2020-21. A total 

of 63 'Rajbhasha Kirti Puraskar' have been given 

in different categories for the year 2021-22. 
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This award was instituted by the Department of 

Official Language (OL), Ministry of Home Affairs, 

Government of India, to honour Central 

government offices, banks and PSUs for 

excellence in implementation of the OL Policy 

and its usage in the three regions, A, B and C. 

14. The Union Information and Broadcasting 
Ministry in September 2021 launched its 
account on which of the following social media 
platform to counter fake news? 
A. Twitter 
B. Telegram 
C. LinkedIn 
D. Facebook 
E. Wattpad 
 
Correct Answer – B. Telegram 
Explanation:  The Union Information and 

Broadcasting Ministry on 14 September 2021 

launched its account on the social media 

platform Telegram to counter fake news. It was 

launched as 'PIB Fact Check', which aims to verify 

information related to the Centre and 

disseminate it to its subscribers. PIB Fact Check is 

the only central government fact-checking arm, 

which was established in November 2019. 

15. In September 2021, who has announced his 
retirement from all forms of cricket? 
A. Lasith Malinga 
B. Chris Gayle 
C. Angelo Mathews  
D. Chaminda Vaas 
E. Dwayne Bravo 
 
Correct Answer: A. Lasith Malinga 
Explanation: Sri Lanka pace veteran Lasith 

Malinga has announced his retirement from all 

forms of cricket. He was the captain of Sri Lanka's 

2014 T20 World Cup-winning team.Malinga had 

retired from Test and ODI cricket in January 

2021 but was yet to retire from T20 

internationals.He picked up 107 wickets in 84 T20 

Internationals, 338 scalps in 226 ODIs, and 101 

wickets in 30 Tests. 

16th September 2021
1.  The UNESCO King Sejong Literacy Prize 
established in 1989, with the support of the 
Government of the_________________. 
A. Myanmar 
B. China 
C. Japan 
D. South Korea 
E. Thailand 
 
Correct Answer: D. South Korea 
Explanation: National Institute of Open Schooling 

(NIOS), run by the education ministry, has bagged 

global recognition from UNESCO for its 

innovative approach towards education. The 

recognition is for educating differently-abled 

people through technology-enabled inclusive 

learning material. The NIOS move has a specific 

focus on Indian sign language-based content. 

By awarding NIOS the King Sejong Literacy 

Prize, the jury has recognized the value of 

providing for the unique educational and 

language needs of PwD learners by developing 

teaching content in sign language through digital 

mode. The award-winning programme focuses 

on the use of digital tools and local language to 

help persons with disabilities the option to 

access Indian Sign Language (ISL)-based content. 

Important Points: 

 UNESCO headquarters: Paris, France. 
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 UNESCO Head: Audrey Azoulay. 

 UNESCO Founded: 16 November 1945. 

2. Brendan Taylor has announced his retirement 
from international cricket. He played for which 
country? 
A. Ireland 
B. West Indies 
C. Zimbabwe 
D. Australia 
E. Scotland 
 

Correct Answer – C. Zimbabwe 
Explanation: Former Zimbabwe skipper and 

wicket-keeper batsman, Brendan Taylor has 

announced his retirement from international 

cricket. He made the announcement while 

playing the third final ODI match on September 

13, 2021, against Ireland.The 34-year batsman 

made his ODI debut for Zimbabwe 

in 2004 against Sri Lanka. He has scored 6677 

runs from 204 ODI matches in his 17-year ODI 

career. 

3. RBI has launched the ‘Third Cohort’ under the 
Regulatory Sandbox (RS). What is the theme of 
this cohort? 
A. Retail Payments 
B. Cross Border Payments 
C. MSME Lending 
D. Blockchain Technology 
E. Artificial Intelligence 
 

Correct Answer – C. MSME Lending 
Explanation: The Reserve Bank of India has 

announced the theme for the Third Cohort under 

the Regulatory Sandbox (RS) as ‘MSME 

Lending’. The application for the Third Cohort will 

be kept open from October 01, 2021 to 

November 14, 2021. Regulatory Sandbox (RS) 

refers to live testing of new products or services 

in a controlled/test regulatory environment for 

which regulators may (or may not) permit certain 

regulatory relaxations for the limited purpose of 

the testing. 

Before this, RBI has launched two cohort under 

the regulatory sandbox. These are: 

First Cohort: First Cohort under the Regulatory 

Sandbox was launched by RBI in December 2020, 

with the theme as ‘Retail Payments’. Six entities 

have completed the testing phase of the 

cohort.Second Cohort: Second Cohort under the 

Regulatory Sandbox was announced by RBI in 

December 2020 with the theme as ‘Cross Border 

Payments’. Eight entities have been selected for 

the ‘Test Phase’. 

Important Points: 

 RBI 25th Governor: Shaktikant Das;  

 Headquarters: Mumbai;  

 Founded: 1 April 1935, Kolkata. 

4. The National Engineer’s Day is celebrated in 
India on which day? 
A. 12 September 
B. 15 September 
C. 14 September 
D. 11 September 
E. 10 September 
 
Correct Answer – B. 15 September 
Explanation: In India, Engineer’s Day is 

celebrated on September 15 every year.The day 

is celebrated to recognise the contribution of 

engineers in the development of the nation. The 

day marks the birth anniversary of the 

engineering pioneer of India, Sir Mokshagundam 

Vishweshvaraya, (popularly known as Sir MV).He 

was awarded ‘Bharat Ratna’ for his exceptional 

contribution to the building of India in 1955.He 

has also conferred the British knighthood and 

served as Diwan of Mysore from 1912 to 1918. 
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Engineers’ Day: History 

In 1968, the Indian government declared Sir M 

Visvesvaraya’s birth anniversary as Engineers’ 

Day. Sir MV was regarded as the “Father of 

Modern Mysore”. Since then, this day is 

celebrated to honour and acknowledge all 

engineers who have contributed and still do so to 

build a modern and developed India. 

5.The first-ever in-person QUAD Leaders’ 
Summit is scheduled to be held in which country 
in September 2021? 
A. United States 
B. Japan 
C. Australia 
D. India 
E. Italy 
 
Correct Answer – A. United States 
Explanation: Prime Minister Narendra Modi is set 

to attend the first-ever in-person QUAD ( 

Quadrilateral Security Dialogue) Leaders’ 

Summit at the White House, in Washington D.C. 

on September 24, 2021. Quad nation comprises 

of India, Japan, the US and Australia. PM Modi 

will also address the United Nations General 

Assembly (UNGA) in New York on September 25, 

2021. 

About the summit: 

This will be the first visit of PM Modi to the 

United States since President Joe Biden assumed 

office and also the first in-person meeting 

between the two leaders since Biden assumed 

office.The other two leaders, Prime 

Minister Scott Morrison of Australia and 

Japanese premier Yoshihide Suga will also be 

attending the Summit.Earlier, the first-ever 

summit of the Quad leaders was held in the 

virtual format in March 2021.The Quad Summit 

aims to deepen ties and increase cooperation in 

areas such as combatting COVID-19, addressing 

the climate crisis, partnering on emerging 

technologies and cyberspace, and promoting a 

free and open Indo-Pacific. 

6. World Ozone Day observed every year on 
which date? 
A. 10th Aug 
B. 16th Oct 
C. 16th Sept 
D. 10th Dec 
E. 19th Jan 
 
Correct Answer – C. 16th Sept 
Explanation: September 16 was designated by 

the United Nations General Assembly as the 

International Day for the Preservation of 

the Ozone Layer. This designation was made on 

December 19, 1994, in commemoration of the 

date, in 1987, on which nations signed the 

Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete 

the Ozone Layer. 

7. Indian President Ram Nath Kovind conferred 
the National Florence Nightingale Awards 2020. 
The award in given in which field? 
A. Healthcare 
B. Education 
C. Science & Innovation 
D. Classical Music 
E. Research & Development 
  
Correct Answer – A. Healthcare 
Explanation: President of India, Ram Nath 

Kovind has conferred National Florence 

Nightingale Awards 2020 at a virtual ceremony to 

51 health care workers and nurses for their 

selfless dedication and compassion, especially 

during COVID-19.The Award was instituted by 

Indian Government in 1973 and are named after 

Florence Nightingale, the founder of modern 

nursing.World Health Organisation (WHO) 
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declared 2020 as the Year of the Nurse and Mid-

wife.2020 also marked 200th birth anniversary of 

Florence Nightingale. 

8. National Mineral Development Corporation 
works under which ministry that won won 
highest and most prestigious award, Rajbhasha 
Keerthi Puraskar 2021? 
A. Ministry of Mines 
B. Ministry of  Steel 
C. Ministry of  Corporate Affairs 
D. Ministry of  Commerce & Industry 
E. None of the Above 
 
Correct Answer – B. Ministry of  Steel 
Explanation:  National Mineral Development 

under Ministry of Steel has won highest and most 

prestigious award, Rajbhasha Keerthi Puraskar 

during Rajbhasha Diwas Samaroh in New 

Delhi.Award was received by Shiva 

Shanmuganathan, Executive Director (Corporate 

Affairs) on behalf of NMDC.NMDC has been 

winning this award for the last 3 years in a row, 

which goes on to show its dedication towards the 

implementation of Hindi as the Official Language. 

9. The sixth edition of the military exercise 
'Peaceful Mission-2021' organised by the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) was 
hosted by which country? 
A. China 
B. Kazakhstan 
C. Kyrgyzstan 
D. Russia 
E. Uzbekistan 
 

Correct Answer – D. Russia 
Explanation: The sixth edition of the military 

exercise 'Peaceful Mission-2021' was hosted by 

Russia in the Orenburg region.The exercise began 

on September 13 and was end on September 

25.Also, India participated in the exercise 

organised by the Shanghai Cooperation 

Organisation (SCO).The aim of the exercise is to 

foster close relations between SCO member 

states and to enhance abilities of the military 

leaders to command multi-national military 

contingents.The SCO is an economic and security 

bloc in which India and Pakistan were admitted 

as full members in 2017.Its founding members 

included China, Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 

Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. 

10. According to the United Nations Conference 
on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) what will 
the growth rate of Indian economy in FY 2021-
22? 
A. 6.5% 
B. 7.2% 
C. 7.7% 
D. 7.9% 
E. 8.2% 
 
Correct Answer – B. 7.2% 
Explanation:  The United Nations Conference on 

Trade and Development (UNCTAD) has pegged 

India's economic growth rate to hit a four-year 

high of 7.2 per cent for 2021 against a 

contraction of 7 per cent in 2020.At this rate, 

India would be the fastest growing economy 

after China, which is projected to grow by 8.3 per 

cent.Calculations are based on GDP at constant 

dollars in 2015.The report said India's economy, 

which shrank by seven per cent in 2020, showed 

strong growth of 1.9 per cent in the first quarter 

of Calendar 2021, on the back of the momentum 

of the second half of 2020 and supported by 

government spending in goods and services. 

11. Soft drinks and packaged foods company 
PepsiCo commissioned its greenfield food plant 
in which state, built at a cost of Rs. 814 crore in 
September 2021? 
A. Bihar 
B. Uttar Pradesh 
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C. Haryana 
D. Rajasthan 
E. Uttarakhand 
 
Correct Answer: B. Uttar Pradesh 
Explanation: Soft drinks and packaged foods 

company PepsiCo commissioned its greenfield 

food plant in Mathura in Uttar Pradesh, built at a 

cost of Rs 814 crore on 15 September 2021. The 

plant has been inaugurated by Uttar Pradesh 

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath. The food plant is 

PepsiCo’s largest greenfield investment in 

manufacturing in India and will be used for 

making Lay’s potato chips. 

The plant underlines PepsiCo’s philosophy of 

driving sustainable accelerated growth and will 

create over 1,500 direct and indirect job 

opportunities in the state. It plans to employ at 

least 30% women at the facility built across 29 

acres. PepsiCo India intends to source 1,50,000 

tonne of potatoes annually from the state and 

collaborate with over 5,000 local farmers. 

Uttar Pradesh:  

 Chief Minister – Yogi Adityanath.  

 Governor – Anandiben Patel.  

 Number of Districts – 75.  

 Lok Sabha seats – 80.  

 Rajya Sabha seats – 31  

12. In September 2021, with which of the 
following states has Vi (Vodafone-Idea) 
partnered to launch the first cell broadcast-
based Public Warning System to alert citizens on 
a real-time basis on disasters? 
A. Tamil Nadu 
B. Kerala 
C. Andhra Pradesh 
D. Karnataka 
E. Uttarakhand 
 

Correct Answer – C. Andhra Pradesh 
Explanation: Vi (Vodafone-Idea) has partnered 

with the Andhra Pradesh State Disaster 

Management Authority and Celltick to launch the 

first cell broadcast-based Public Warning System 

to alert citizens on a real-time basis on disasters. 

Celltick's state-of-the-art Cell Broadcast Entity 

(CBE) and its Cell Broadcast Center (CBC) would 

deliver emergency warning alerts on Vi's network 

in the state. 

Vi is the first telecom service provider in the state 

to support the Common Alerting 

Protocolcompliant Integrated Public Alert and 

Warning System (IPAWS). IPAWS is a World Bank-

aided project and Andhra Pradesh now joins 

countries like the USA, Canada, Japan, Australia, 

Israel and South Korea in deploying the system. 

13. In September 2021, who has been appointed 
as Acting President of the Olympic Council of 
Asia? 
A. Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore 
B. Abhinav Bindra 
C. Randhir Singh 
D. Rohan Bopanna 
E. Satpal Singh 
 

Correct Answer – C. Randhir Singh 
Explanation: Veteran India sports administrator 

Randhir Singh has been appointed as Acting 

President of the Olympic Council of Asia. He was 

appointed after incumbent Sheikh Ahmad Al-

Fahad al-Sabah had to step aside. Randhir had 

served as Secretary-General of the OCA for 24 

years from 1991 to 2015. Randhir, a five-time 

Olympian shooter, is currently an Honorary Life 

Vice-President of the OCA.The Olympic Council of 

Asia (OCA) is a governing body of sports in Asia, 

currently with 45 member National Olympic 

Committees. The headquarters of the OCA is 

located at Kuwait City, Kuwait.  

http://www.ixammr.com/
http://bit.ly/ixammrapp


 
 

Ixammr – India’s No.1 Sarkari Exam Prep. App – Free Mock Test | Topics Wise Quizzes | E-Books & Free PDFs 
 

 
Copyright 2021 @ www.ixammr.com 

14. The Government will sell upto how much 
per cent stake in Hindustan Copper Ltd through 
an offer for sale option in the stock exchanges? 
A. 5 
B. 10 
C. 15 
D. 20 
E. 25 
 
Correct Answer – B. 10 
Explanation: The Government will sell upto 10% 

stake in Hindustan Copper Ltd through an offer 

for sale option in the stock exchanges, that could 

fetch around Rs. 1121 crore to the exchequer. 

The offer opens on 16 September 2021 for non-

retail investors at a floor price of Rs. 116 per 

share. Hindustan Copper reported a net profit 

of ₹110 crore in FY21 against a loss of ₹598 crore 

in the preceding year. 

The Centre has so far garnered  ₹8,369 crore, 

against the disinvestment target of  ₹1.75 trillion 

for FY22. It has sold its entire stake in Axis Bank 

held through Specified Undertaking of the Unit 

Trust of India (SUUTI) for ₹3,994 crore and 

got  ₹3,654 crore and  ₹720 crore through stake 

sales in NMDC Ltd and Hudco Ltd, respectively. 

15. Which of the following companies from 
South Korea has collaborated with HCL Tech to 
share advanced software technology?  
A. Salesforce 
B. ServiceNow 
C. Atlassian 
D. HANCOM Inc 
E. Proofpoint 
 
Correct Answer: D. HANCOM Inc 
Explanation: HCL Technologies has signed a pact 

with South Korean software company HANCOM 

Inc to share advanced software technology 

solutions and establish a mutual bridgehead for 

overseas expansion. HCL Technologies would 

support training for software development at 

HANCOM's research and development (R&D) 

centre in India. The two companies also plan to 

cooperate on the global market expansion.

17th September 2021
1. Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched 
________, which has been created by merging 
Lok Sabha TV and Rajya Sabha TV. 
A. Hindustan TV 
B. Bharat TV 
C. Nation TV 
D. Parliament TV 
E. Sansad TV 
 
Correct Answer: E. Sansad TV 
Explanation: Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

launched Sansad TV, which has been created by 

merging Lok Sabha TV and Rajya Sabha TV, jointly 

with Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu and Lok 

Sabha Speaker Om Birla. Sansad TV programming 

will touch upon the functioning of the Parliament 

and democratic institutions, governance and 

implementation of schemes and policies, history 

and culture of India and issues of interest to the 

common man. The new channel adds another 

important chapter in the country’s parliamentary 

system. 

2. The AI-based language translator software 
‘Project Udaan’ has been launched by which 
Indian institute? 
A. IIT Kanpur 
B. IIT Delhi 
C.  IIT Madras 
D. IIT Bombay 
E. IIT Hyderabad 
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Correct Answer – D. IIT Bombay 
Explanation: The Indian Institute of Technology 

(IIT) Bombay has launched ‘Project Udaan’, a 

language translator, to break the language 

barrier in education, which hampers the flow of 

messages. The Project Udaan, a donation-based 

project, is an end-to-end ecosystem, which can 

translate scientific and technical content from 

English to Hindi and all other Indian languages. 

About the Project Udaan: 

Project Udaan uses an AI-based translation 

software ecosystem, to translate engineering 

textbooks and learning materials, and all main 

streams of higher learning, in the desired 

language, in one-sixth of the time taken by a 

team of domain and linguistic experts working 

manually on it. 

3. The Government of India will host the first 
ever Global Buddhist Conference in November 
2021 in which state? 
A. Himachal pradesh 
B. Madhya Pradesh 
C. Gujarat 
D. Meghlaya 
E. Bihar 
 

Correct Answer – E. Bihar 
Explanation: India is set to host the first-

ever Global Buddhist Conference on November 

19 and 20, 2021, in Nava Nalanda Mahavihara 

campus, in Nalanda, Bihar. The academic 

conference, being organised by Indian Council for 

Cultural Relations (ICCR), will become an annual 

feature. Four regional conferences in 

India (Telangana, Saranath, Gangtok and 

Dharamshala) and abroad (Japan, South Korea, 

Thailand and Cambodia) will be organised, in the 

run-up to the conference. The reports of these 

regional conferences will be presented at the 

inaugural Global Buddhist Conference. 

About the Conference: 

Global Buddhist Conference focuses on making 

India the center of Buddhism, by promoting 

Buddhist activities, like academic, cultural, 

seminars, people travelling for festivals like 

Buddha Purnima, Vesak.As a part of the event, an 

award for the promotion of Buddhist studies, 

which will be given on November 21 by Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi in New Delhi, carrying a 

cash reward of $20,000 (around Rs 14.7 lakh), a 

plaque, and a gold-plated medallion. 

4. The 8th edition of the Indian Army Chief’s 
Conclave organised at _______. 
A. Mumbai 
B. New Delhi 
C. Dehradun 
D. Pune 
E. Bengaluru 
 
Correct Answer – B. New Delhi 
Explanation: The 8th edition of the Indian Army 

Chief’s Conclave, a gathering of serving and 

former Chiefs of Army Staff of the Indian Army, 

organised at New Delhi from September 16-18. 

The highlight of the three-day event will be the 

invite extended to former Chiefs of the Nepali 

Army, who were also Chiefs of the Indian Army. 

About the conclave: 

The Conclave is a forum for the exchange of ideas 

between the old guard and the current 

leadership of the Indian Army. It will involve 

discussions on the rapid transformation of the 

Indian Army, self-reliance through Atmanirbhar 

and Make in India initiatives in defence 

manufacturing and skilling of the Indian soldier to 

fight modern wars.The former Army Chiefs will 
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pay homage to the fallen brave hearts during a 

wreath-laying ceremony at the National War 

Memorial.The Chiefs will also interact with 

members of the Society of Indian Defence 

Manufacturers where they will be apprised of the 

institutional symbiosis between the Indian Army 

and indigenous private defence 

manufacturers.The Chiefs are also scheduled to 

meet the prodigious soldiers who earned laurels 

for the Nation in the recently concluded Olympic 

Games at Tokyo. 

5. ‘Equinox’ suite of solutions is launched 
by_________________. 
A. TCS 
B. Infosys 
C. Google 
D. Apple 
E. Sigma Tec 
 
Correct Answer – B. Infosys 
Explanation: Infosys, a global leader in next-

generation digital services and consulting, 

launched Infosys Equinox to help enterprises 

securely deliver hyper-segmented, personalized 

omnichannel commerce experiences for B2B and 

B2C buyers. The platform’s future-ready 

architecture offers unprecedented flexibility for 

enterprises to pick and choose out-of-the-box 

microservices and pre-built experiences to build 

curated digital journeys that enhance their digital 

commerce or launch it grounds-up in a matter of 

weeks. 

About the Infosys Equinox: 

Infosys Equinox helps businesses transform their 

digital commerce across marketing, 

merchandizing, e-commerce, store operations, 

supply chain and customer service through its 

four offerings: Infosys Equinox Microservices, 

Infosys Equinox Commerce, Infosys Equinox 

Experiences, and Infosys Equinox Marketing. 

Infosys Equinox also brings together best-of-

breed service, product, platform and industry 

capabilities from Infosys, and its partners, in an 

integrated ecosystem. 

Important Points: 

 Infosys Founded: 7 July 1981; 

 Infosys CEO: Salil Parekh; 

 Infosys Headquarters: Bengaluru. 

6. What is the theme of the 15th East Asia 
Summit Energy Ministers Meeting 2021 held 
virtually? 
A. Energy Transition Towards Sustainable 
Development 
B. We Care, We Prepare, We Prosper 
C. Sustainable and Inclusive Growth – Energy 
Access 
D. Uptake of Clean Technologies 
E. The Future of Global Energy Security - 
Transition, Technology, Trade and Investment 
 
Correct Answer – B. We Care, We Prepare, We 
Prosper 
Explanation: 15th East Asia Summit Energy 

Ministers Meeting was held virtually.Shri Krishan 

Pal Gurjar, Union Minister of State for Power, 

attended the meeting alongwith other senior 

officials of the Ministry from the Indian side.The 

theme of the meeting “We Care, We Prepare, We 

Prosper”, aimed at coordinating efforts of ASEAN 

countries in pursuing the goal of energy security 

and energy transition that will benefit the people 

of our region.The Minister provided a brief status 

of the Indian energy transition plans, policies, 

challenges and efforts towards decarbonisation. 

7. Which finance company has launched its 
maiden €300 million 7-year Euro Bond issuance? 
A. Reliance Home Finance 
B. Power Finance Corporation 
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C. Bajaj Finserv 
D. LIC Housing Finance Limited 
E. PNB Housing 
 
Correct Answer – B. Power Finance Corporation 
Explanation: Power Finance Corporation (PFC) 

has successfully issued its maiden Euro 300 

million 7-year Euro Bond issuance.Pricing of 

1.841% achieved is the lowest yield locked in by 

an Indian Issuer in the Euro markets. It is the first 

ever Euro denominated green-bond issuance 

from India.It is an Indian financial institution 

under Ministry of Power. 

8. Quality Council of India (QCI) comes under 
ambit of which ministry that launched country’s 
first-of-its- kind Prof. S.K. Joshi Laboratory 
Excellence Award? 
A. Ministry of Corporate Affairs 
B. Ministry of Science and Technology 
C. Ministry of Commerce and Industry 
D. Ministry of Information and Broadcasting 
E.  Ministry of Finance 
 
Correct Answer – C. Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry 
Explanation: The Quality Council of India (QCI) 

has launched Prof. S.K. Joshi Laboratory 

Excellence Award. It is country’s first-of-its- kind 

Laboratory Excellence Award. Award has been 

instituted to promote Laboratory Quality and 

performance improvement in India.S.K. Joshi 

made a significant contribution by serving as 

President-INSA, DG-CSIR, Director-NPL and 

Chairman-NABL.QCI was set up through a PPP 

model as an independent autonomous 

organization with the support of Government of 

India and the Indian Industry represented by the 

three premier industry associations, (i) (ii) 

Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) and (iii) 

Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and 

Industry (FICCI). QCI is a non-profit organization 

registered under the Societies Registration Act 

XXI of 1860. The Department of Industrial Policy 

and Promotion, Ministry of Commerce and 

Industry was designated as the nodal point for all 

matters connected with quality and QCI to 

structure and help implementation of the 

Cabinet decision. 

9. What is the increased Foreign Direct 
Investment (FDI) in the Telecom sector under 
the automatic route? 
A. 49%  
B. 51% 
C. 64% 
D. 74% 
E. 100% 
 
Correct Answer – E. 100% 
Explanation: Union Cabinet has increased 

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in the Telecom 

sector under the automatic route from 49% to 

100%.Govt has approved 9 structural and 5 

process reforms in Telecom sector to provide 

relief to ailing telecom service providers, 

struggling with high levels of debt. They 

are:Definition of Adjusted Gross Revenue (AGR) 

has been changed and now all non-telecom 

revenue will be removed from AGR.Monthly 

compounding of interest on spectrum usage 

charges is replaced by annual compounding and 

interest rate will come down, based on the 

formula MCLR + 2%.Moratorium has been 

announced on statutory dues of the telecom 

sector for 4 years. 

10. World Patient Safety Day (WPSD) is 
observed every year on which date? 
A. 14th September 
B. 15th September 
C. 16th September 
D. 17th September 
E. 18th September 
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Correct Answer – D. 17th September 
Explanation: World Patient Safety Day (WPSD) is 

observed every year on 17th September to 

create a global awareness for patient safety and 

urge people to show their commitment to make 

healthcare safer.It was first observed in 2019 by 

World Health Organization (WHO)The day was 

adopted at 72nd World Health Assembly on 25 

May 2019.Theme for 2021 WPSD: ‘Safe maternal 

and newborn care’. 

11. Which bank has announced the acquisition 
of German carmaker Volkswagen's captive 
vehicle finance business? 
A. Kotak Mahindra Bank 
B. Axis Bank 
C. PNB 
D. ICICI Bank 
E. Yes Bank 
 
Correct Answer: A. Kotak Mahindra Bank 
Explanation: Kotak Mahindra has announced the 

acquisition of German carmaker Volkswagen's 

captive vehicle finance business. The deal 

involves Kotak's in-house NBFC Kotak Mahindra 

Prime acquiring the passenger car and two-

wheeler portfolio. While Kotak Mahindra Bank 

Limited (KMBL) will acquire the commercial 

vehicles portfolio from Volkswagen Finance (VF). 

Apart from this, the deal also involves the 

acquisition of Volkswagen Finance's non-

performing assets. Kotak will gain access to over 

30,000 high-quality customers. 

A non performing asset (NPA) is a loan or 

advance for which the principal or interest 

payment remained overdue for a period of 90 

days. Banks are required to classify NPAs further 

into Substandard, Doubtful and Loss asset. 

Substandard assets: Assets which has remained 

NPA for a period less than or equal to 12 months. 

Doubtful assets: An asset would be classified as 

doubtful if it has remained in the substandard 

category for a period of 12 months. Loss assets: 

Loss asset is considered uncollectible and of such 

little value that its continuance as a bankable 

asset is not warranted, although there may be 

some salvage or recovery value. 

12. In September 2021, how many new sites 
have been added by the UNESCO's Man and the 
Biosphere (MAB) Programme to the World 
Network of Biosphere Reserve? 
A. 12 
B. 18 
C. 20 
D. 25 
E. 28 
 
Correct Answer – C. 20 
Explanation: UNESCO's Man and the Biosphere 

(MAB) Programme has added 20 new sites in 21 

countries to the World Network of Biosphere 

Reserves which now numbers 727 biosphere 

reserves in 131 countries. Lesotho, Libya and 

Saudi Arabia joined the MAB Network in 2021 

with the designation of their first sites. UNESCO 

Biosphere reserves now cover more than 5% of 

the Earth's landmass. 

The MAB programme celebrated its 50th 

anniversary in 2021. In Europe, the Five-country 

Biosphere Reserve Mura-Drava-Danube has 

become the first MAB site to be co-managed by 

as many countries (Austria, Croatia, Hungary, 

Serbia and Slovenia). New biosphere reserves are 

designated every year by the MAB programme's 

governing body, the International Co-ordinating 

Council, which has a rotating elected 

membership of 34 Member States. 
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The Man and the Biosphere Programme was 

established by UNESCO in 1971 as an 

intergovernmental scientific programme.The 

MAB programme has pioneered the idea of 

biodiversity conservation and sustainable 

development. 

13. Which of the following has hosted the 6th 
BRICS Young Scientist Forum in September 
2021? 
A. Department of Bio-Technology (DBT)  
B. Department of Science and Technology (DST) 
C. Department of Commerce 
D. Department of Public Enterprises 
E. Department of Scientific and Industrial 
Research (DSIR) 
 
Correct Answer – B. Department of Science and 
Technology (DST) 
Explanation: The sixth BRICS Young Scientist 

Forum on 16 September 2021 was hosted by the 

Department of Science & Technology (DST) in 

collaboration with the National Institute of 

Advanced Studies, Bengaluru (NIAS). All the 

member countries have agreed to operationalize 

the BRICS Vaccine Research and Development 

Center as a virtual network. 

In response to the Coronavirus pandemic, BRICS 

Scientific ministries have joined hands to support 

the collaborative research in multiple areas. 

Funding the agencies from BRICS nations, 

including the Department of Science and 

Technology and the Department of 

Biotechnology from India, about USD 10 million 

have been co-invested for the collaborative 

projects. 

The BRICS Young Scientist Forum by BRICS has 

created a network to harness knowledge for 

solving common societal challenges through 

research and innovation. BRICS is a grouping 

of Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa, 

that are known for their significant influence on 

regional affairs.  

14. Which of the following ministries has 
announced the e-auction of gifts received by 
Prime Minister of India? 
A. Ministry of Home Affairs 
B. Ministry of Commerce 
C. Ministry of Finance 
D. Ministry of Cooperation 
E. Ministry of Culture 
 
Correct Answer – E. Ministry of Culture 
Explanation: The Ministry of Culture has decided 

to organize an e-auction of gifts and mementos 

between 17 September and 7 October 2021, 

received by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 

Among others, the memorabilia include sports 

equipment of the medal-winning Olympians and 

Paralympians and a replica of the Ayodhya Ram 

Mandir. Proceeds from the e-auction would go to 

the Namami Gange Mission. 

15. Which of the following city would host the 
annual conference of the World Economic 
Forum (WEF) in 2022? 
A. Washington DC 
B. Paris 
C. London 
D. Davos 
E. Seoul 
 
Correct Answer: D. Davos 
Explanation: The World Economic Forum (WEF) 

has announced that its next annual meeting 

would be held in the Swiss ski resort town of 

Davos in January 2022. The theme of the meeting 

will be  'Working Together, Restoring Trust'. The 

Annual Meeting 2022 will be the first global 

leadership event to set the agenda for a 

sustainable recovery. In the conference the 

foremost business, government and civil society 
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leaders will convene inperson to address 

economic, environmental, political and social 

fault lines exacerbated by the covid pandemic. 

The meeting will focus on accelerating 

stakeholder capitalism, harnessing the 

technologies of the Fourth Industrial Revolution 

and ensuring a more inclusive future of work.The 

World Economic Forum is the International 

Organization for Public-Private Cooperation. It 

was established in 1971 as a not-for-profit 

foundation and is headquartered in Geneva, 

Switzerland. The Forum strives in all its efforts to 

demonstrate entrepreneurship in the global 

public interest while upholding the highest 

standards of governance. 

18th September 2021
1. Amit Saxena, Global Deputy CTO of 
_______________ has recently joined as the 
Chief Technology Officer of RBI Innovation Hub. 
A. Punjab National Bank 
B. State Bank of India 
C. Bank of Baroda 
D. Axis Bank 
E. ICICI Bank 
 
Correct Answer: B. State Bank of India 
Explanation: Global Deputy CTO of State Bank of 

India, Amit Saxena has joined RBI Innovation 

Hub as the Chief Technology Officer (CTO). The 

Reserve Bank announced that it would set 

up Reserve Bank Innovation Hub (RBIH) to 

promote innovation across the financial sector by 

leveraging on technology and creating an 

environment that would facilitate and foster 

innovation. 

About the RBIH: 

The RBIH shall create an ecosystem that would 

focus on promoting access to financial services 

and products. This will also promote financial 

inclusion.The Hub will collaborate with financial 

sector institutions, the technology industry, and 

academic institutions and coordinate efforts for 

the exchange of ideas and development of 

prototypes related to financial innovations.It 

would develop internal infrastructure to promote 

fintech research and facilitate engagement with 

innovators and start-ups. 

2.  The World Patient Safety Day is observed 
every year on___________. 
A. 14 September 
B. 15 September 
C. 17 September 
D. 16 September 
E. 18 September 
 
Correct Answer – C. 17 September 
Explanation: World Patient Safety Day is 

observed on September 17 to create a global 

awareness for patient safety and urge people to 

show their commitment to making healthcare 

safer. The Day brings together patients, families, 

caregivers, communities, health workers, health 

care leaders and policy-makers to show their 

commitment to patient safety. The theme for 

2021 WPSD is ‘Safe maternal and newborn care’. 

History of the day: 

World Patient Safety Day – established by the 

World Health Assembly in 2019 through 

resolution WHA72.6 on “Global action on patient 

safety” is observed annually on 17 September. It 

was adopted at the 72nd World Health Assembly 

on 25 May 2019. 
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3. Who has been named as “2021 International 
Young Eco-Hero” for environmental 
achievements? 
A. Ayaan Shankta 
B. Vikram Bisht 
C. Tanmay Tiwari 
D. Ashish Sharma 
E. Atul Arora 
 

Correct Answer – A. Ayaan Shankta 
Explanation: A 12-year-old environmental 
activist from Mumbai, Maharashtra, Ayaan 
Shankta has been named as “2021 International 
Young Eco-Hero”.He won the 3rd prize under the 
Age Group: 8-14 for his project “Conservation 
and Rehabilitation of Powai Lake” and became 
one of the 25 global winners of the Young Eco-
Hero Award 2021.The award presented by “The 
Action for Nature”, San Francisco based NGO, 
recognize young people (8 to 16 years old) for 
their environmental achievements. 

 
4. Which state/UT has launched the ‘One Gram 
Panchayat-One DIGI-Pay Sakhi’ mission to 
promote financial services in remote areas? 
A. Delhi 
B. Madhya Pradesh 
C. Rajasthan 
D. Uttarakhand 
E. Jammu & Kashmir 
 
Correct Answer – E. Jammu & Kashmir 
Explanation: In Jammu and Kashmir, Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha has launched a new 
mission called ‘One Gram Panchayat-One DIGI-
Pay Sakhi’. The mission was launched at Jammu 
& Kashmir Entrepreneurship Development 
Institute, Pampore. He outlined that DIGI-Pay 
Sakhi has introduced financial inclusion within 
the UT’s Self Help Group (SHG) ecosystem, 
creating much needed financial access points 
with greater transparency even in the remotest 
of the areas. 

About the mission: 

Initially, the DIGI-Pay facility will be provided in 
2,000 remote villages of UT.In the first phase, 80 
women from self-help groups from across the 
Jammu and Kashmir divisions have been selected 
as DIGI-Pay Sakhis.On the occasion, the Lt 
Governor distributed 80 Aadhaar Enabled 
Payment Systems (AEPs) among the DIGI-Pay 
Sakhis under the Jammu & Kashmir Rural 
Livelihoods Mission (JKRLM).He also inaugurated 
a week-long training program for Krishi Sakhis 
and Pashu Sakhis on sustainable agriculture and 
livestock management. Terming the social and 
economic independence of ‘nari shakti’ (women 
empowerment) as the bedrock of any nation’s 
progress. 

 

5. Yuriy Sedykh passed away recently. He was a 
renowned________________. 
A. Actor 
B. Politician 
C. Musician 
D. Banker 
E. Athlete 
 
Correct Answer – E. Athlete 
Explanation: Double Olympic hammer throw 
gold medallist Yuriy Sedykh, a Ukrainian track 
and field athlete who represented the Soviet 
Union until 1991, has passed away. He set the 
world record for the hammer throw with a throw 
of 86.74 metres at the European Championships 
in Stuttgart in 1986 which is still not broken. He 
won his first gold medal at the 1976 Olympics in 
Montreal and his second gold at 
the 1980 Olympics in Moscow. 

 
6. Who is the head of the committee 
constituted by Ministry of Defence for a 
comprehensive review of National Cadet Corps 
(NCC)? 
A. Vasudha Kamat 
B. Anand Mahindra 
C. MS Dhoni 
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D. Baijayant Panda 
E. Vinod Kanna 

 
Correct Answer – D. Baijayant Panda 
Explanation: The Ministry of Defence has 
constituted a High-Level Expert Committee, for a 
comprehensive review of the National Cadet 
Corps (NCC). Former Member of Parliament 
(MP) Baijayant Panda will be the Chairperson of 
the Committee. The 15-member committee will 
also include Cricketer MS Dhoni and Mahindra 
Group Chairman Anand Mahindra as members. 

 

Terms of Reference of the Committee: 

Suggest measures to empower NCC cadets to 
contribute more effectively towards nation 
building.Propose ways for gainful engagement of 
NCC Alumni for the betterment of the 
organization.Recommend best practices of 
similar international youth organisations for 
inclusion in the NCC curriculum. 

About the NCC: 

The NCC is the largest uniformed organisation 
that aims at developing character, discipline, a 
secular outlook and ideals of selfless service 
amongst young citizens. It also aims to create a 
pool of organised, trained and motivated youth 
with leadership qualities in all walks of life. 

Important Points: 

 NCC Founded: 16 April 1948; 

 NCC Headquarters: New Delhi. 

7. What is the theme of the World Patient 
Safety Day 2021? 
A. Safe maternal and newborn care 
B. Safe Blood Saves Lives 
C. Safety and Health and the Future of Work 
D. Safety and health in the use of chemicals at 
work 
E. None of the above 
 
Correct Answer – A. Safe maternal and newborn 
care 

Explanation:  World Patient Safety Day (WPSD) is 
observed every year on 17th September to 
create a global awareness for patient safety and 
urge people to show their commitment to make 
healthcare safer.It was first observed in 2019 by 
World Health Organization (WHO).The day was 
adopted at 72nd World Health Assembly on 25 
May 2019.Theme for 2021 WPSD: ‘Safe maternal 
and newborn care’ . 

 
8. Who has authored the book titled ‘Human 
Rights and Terrorism in India’? 
A. Subramanian Swamy 
B. Subhashini Haider 
C. M Venkaiah Naidu 
D. Arun Kumar Mishra 
E. Najma Heptulla 

 
Correct Answer – A. Subramanian Swamy 
Explanation: A book has titled ‘Human Rights and 
Terrorism in India’ authored by BJP MP 
Subramanian Swamy.He has come out with a 
book “Human Rights and Terrorism in India” 
which traces how the combating of terrorism can 
be harmonised with human and fundamental 
rights within reasonable restrictions that are 
permitted by the Constitution and upheld by the 
Supreme Court. 

 
9. Who has won the has 2021 Women’s Prize for 
Fiction for her second novel ‘Piranesi’? 
A. Brit Bennett 
B. Clare Chambers 
C. Susanna Clarke 
D. Amanda Craig 
E. Naoise Dolan 

 
Correct Answer – C. Susanna Clarke 
Explanation: English author Susanna Clarke has 
won 2021 Women’s Prize for Fiction for her 
second novel ‘Piranesi’.Women’s Prize for 
Fiction: It is one of the United Kingdom’s most 
prestigious literary prizes.It is awarded annually 
to a female author of any nationality for the best 
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original full-length novel written in English, since 
1996.Piranesi is a mystery about a man living 
alone in a labyrinthine house. 

 
10. What is the theme of the third Cohort under 
Regulatory Sandbox (RS) announced by the 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)? 
A. Faster Payments 
B. MSME Lending 
C. Cross Border Payments 
D. Rural and Agriculture Lending 
E. PSL Lending 

 
Correct Answer – B. MSME Lending 
Explanation: RBI has announced the opening of 
Third Cohort under Regulatory Sandbox (RS) with 
the theme of ‘MSME Lending’.Third Cohort 
application will be kept open from October 1 to 
November 14, 2021.Prior to this, RBI has 
launched 2 cohort under regulatory sandbox. 
These are:First Cohort: It was launched in 
November 2019, with the theme as ‘Retail 
Payments’ .Six entities have completed the 
testing phase of the cohort.Second Cohort: It was 
announced in December 2020 with the theme as 
‘Cross Border Payments’ . 

 
11. Atal Innovation Mission (AIM), NITI Aayog 
has signed a Statement of Intent (SoI) with 
which organization to support various current 
and future initiatives of AIM programs and AIM 
beneficiaries in India that will rave up the 
innovation and entrepreneurship ecosystem 
across the country? 
A. Google Inc 
B. Microsoft Corporation 
C. Genesys Cloud 
D. Dassault Systemes 
E. Dell EMC 
 
Correct Answer: D. Dassault Systemes 
Explanation: Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) NITI 
Aayog has signed Statement of Intent (SoI) with 
Dassault Systèmes’ all set to give another boost 

to innovation and entrepreneurship ecosystem 
across the country.Under this SoI, Dassault 
Systèmes will support and promote AIM 
beneficiaries including Atal Tinkering Labs (ATLs), 
AIM incubators (AICs and EICs), Atal Community 
Innovation Centres (ACIC), grantees under Atal 
New India Challenge (ANIC), and Atal Research & 
Innovation for Small Enterprise (ARISE).It will 
open a new window for select Indian startups as 
they get access to the Dassault Systèmes global 
start up ecosystem. 

 
12. In September 2021, who has joined RBI 
Innovation Hub as the CTO (Chief Technology 
Officer)? 
A. Debadatta Chand 
B. Amit Saxena 
C. Gautam Guha 
D. Vijay Dube 
E. Jugul Kishore 
 
Correct Answer – B. Amit Saxena 
Explanation: Amit Saxena, Global Deputy CTO of 
State Bank of India has joined RBI Innovation Hub 
as the CTO (Chief Technology Officer). On Aug 6, 
2020, the Reserve Bank announced that it would 
set up Reserve Bank Innovation Hub (RBIH) to 
promote innovation across the financial sector. 
Before joining SBI, Saxena worked for companies 
like Syntel, HCL technologies, TechMahindra, and 
Quark. 

 
13. The Department of Expenditure, Ministry of 
Finance released an amount of how many 
rupees (in crores) to 11 states for the Urban 
Local Bodies in September 2021? 
A. 1021 
B. 2427 
C. 3229 
D. 4025 
E. 5223 
 

Correct Answer – B. 2427 
Explanation: The Department of Expenditure, 
Ministry of Finance released an amount of Rs. 
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2427 crore to 11 states for the Urban Local 
Bodies on 17 September 2021. The amount 
released is the 1st installment of tied grants for 
the year 2021-22. These grants have been 
provided for the Non-Million Plus cities (NMPCs) 
including Cantonment Boards. 

Out of all the states, Uttar Pradesh received the 
highest amount at Rs 741 crore, while Tripura 
received the lowest at Rs 21 crore. A total grant 
of Rs 4943.73 crore has been released to urban 
local bodies so far in 2021-22. The tied grants are 
meant to ensure the availability of additional 
funds to urban local bodies over and above the 
funds allocated by the Centre and the State for 
sanitation and drinking water under various 
centrally sponsored schemes. The states are 
required to transfer the grants to the urban local 
bodies within 10 working days of receipt from 
the government. Any delay beyond 10 working 
days requires the state governments to release 
the grants with interest. 

 
14. When is World Bamboo Day celebrated 
every year? 
A. 16 September 
B. 17 September 
C. 18 September 
D. 19 September  
E. 20 September 
 
Correct Answer – C. 18 September 
Explanation:- World Bamboo Day is celebrated 
every year on September 18. The day is observed 
to raise awareness about the fast-growing grass 
plant Bamboo. It day was established by World 
Bamboo Organisation (WBO) at the 8th World 
Bamboo Congress held in Bangkok in 2009.  

Bamboos are a diverse group of evergreen 
perennial flowering plants in the subfamily 
Bambusoideae of the grass family 
Poaceae. Bamboo is a tall, tree-like grass of the 
family Poaceae.It comprises more than 115 
genera and 1,400 species.They are fast-growing 
perennials, with some species growing as much 
as 30 cm per day.Bamboo can be used in various 
ways including as food, as a substitute for wood, 
building, and construction material.It can also be 
used for handicrafts and paper.  Bamboo has 
environmental benefits as it can be planted to 
reclaim severely degraded sites and wastelands. 
It also plays a significant role in soil and water 
conservation. It is also a good soil binder. 

 
15. Which of the following Indian news portals 
has received the 2021 Free Media Pioneer 
Award instituted by the Vienna-based 
International Press Institute? 
A. Zee news 
B.  ABP news 
C.  The Wire  
D.  NDTV news 
E. The Print 
 
Correct Answer: C.  The Wire  
Explanation: Indian news portal The Wire has 
received the 2021 Free Media Pioneer Award 
instituted by the Vienna-based International 
Press Institute.The Wire''s founding editor 
Siddharth Varadarajan and national affairs editor 
Sangeeta Barooah Pisharoty received the award 
at a ceremony held in the Austrian capital of 
Vienna  The annual Free Media Pioneer Award 
was established by the International Press 
Institute (IPI) in 1996 to recognize media 
organizations that are innovating for better 
journalism and news access.

19th & 20th September 2021
1. India’s 61st Software Technology park centre 
opened in ________. 

A. Manipur 
B. Sikkim 
C. Meghalaya 
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D. Tripura 
E. Nagaland 
 
Correct Answer: E. Nagaland 
Explanation: Nagaland’s first and India’s 61st 
Software Technology Park of India (STPI) 
centre was inaugurated at Kohima. The 
inauguration of the STPI centre in Kohima is a 
fulfilment of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
vision of creating a technology ecosystem in the 
northeast to create opportunities for future 
generations in the region.The MoS urged the 
need to create real change in the technology 
ecosystem. In order to create job opportunities, 
he said, the state government must work 
towards creating an interconnection of 
institutions to create awareness about various 
opportunities available for the youth. 

Important Points: 

 Chief Minister of Nagaland: Neiphiu Rio; 
Governor of Nagaland: R. N. Ravi. 

 

2. The 2021 Meeting of the SCO Council of 
Heads of State was held in which place? 
A. Dushanbe 
B. Bishkek 
C. Ashgabat 
D. Beirut 
E. Kabul 
 
Correct Answer – A. Dushanbe 
Explanation: The 21st Meeting of the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation (SCO) Council of Heads 
of State was held in hybrid format on September 
17, 2021, in Dushanbe, Tajikistan. The meeting 
was held under the Chairmanship of the 
President of Tajikistan, Emomali Rahmon. This 
was the first SCO Summit held in a hybrid format 
and the fourth Summit in which India 
participated as a full-fledged member of SCO. 

The Indian delegation was led by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, who participated in the 
meeting via video-link and at Dushanbe, India 
was represented by External Affairs Minister, 

Dr S. Jaishankar. PM Modi has expressed India’s 
support for the “central role” of the United 
Nations in the global deliberation regarding the 
current system in Afghanistan. 

During the meeting: 

The leaders reviewed the organization’s activities 
over the past two decades and discussed the 
state and prospects of future cooperation.The 
SCO Summit was followed by an Outreach 
session on Afghanistan between SCO and the 
Collective Security Treaty Organisation (CSTO).In 
2021, SCO is celebrating the 20th anniversary of 
its formation. 

3. Which day in the year is celebrated as the 
World Bamboo Day? 
A. 17 September 
B. 15 September 
C. 16 September 
D. 18 September 
E. 19 September 
 

Correct Answer – D. 18 September 
Explanation: World Bamboo Day is observed 
every year on 18 September to raise awareness 
of the benefits of bamboo and to promote its use 
in everyday products. Bamboos are used for 
various purposes mainly in East and Southeast 
Asia. Bamboo is a tall, tree-like grass of the family 
Poaceae. It comprises more than 115 genera and 
1,400 species. 

The theme for the 12th edition of WBD 2021 is 
‘#PlantBamboo: It Is Time To Plant Bamboo’ 

History of the day: 

WBD was officially declared by the World 
Bamboo Organization on September 18 at the 
8th World Bamboo Congress held in Bangkok 
in 2009. The aim of the WBO is to bring the 
potential of bamboo to more elevated exposure, 
to promote new cultivation of bamboo for new 
industries in regions across the world, and also to 
promote traditional uses locally for community 
economic development, etc. 

Important Points: 
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 World Bamboo Organization 
Headquarters: Antwerp, Belgium. 

 World Bamboo Organization 
Founded: 2005. 

 World Bamboo Organization Executive 
director: Susanne Lucas. 

 
4. Who is the author of the book ‘Translating 
Myself and Others’? 
A. Arundhati Roy 
B. Sudha Murthy 
C. Anita Desai 
D. Chetan Bhagat 
E. Jhumpa Lahiri 

 
Correct Answer – E. Jhumpa Lahiri 
Explanation: The Pulitzer Prize-winning noted 
fiction writer, Jhumpa Lahiri, is set to launch her 
new book titled ‘Translating Myself and 
Others’, which will highlight her work as a 
translator. The new book is planned to be out in 
Spring 2022.It will be a collection of essays that 
reflect Lahiri’s experiences on the meaning of 
translation, translating her own writing, and 
writing across languages. The book will be 
published by Princeton University Press. 

 
5. Who has been appointed as the Chairman 
cum Managing Director (CMD) of the National 
Small Industries Corporation Ltd? 
A. Shikhar Singh 
B. Prakhar Kumar 
C. Suresh Jindal 
D. Alka Nangia Arora 
E. Vinod Verma 

 
Correct Answer – D. Alka Nangia Arora 
Explanation: Alka Nangia Arora has been 
appointed as the Chairman cum Managing 
Director (CMD) of the National Small Industries 
Corporation Ltd. (NSIC). She has taken the 
additional charge of the post on September 14, 
2021. She is a Joint Secretary in the Ministry of 
Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises. 

About the National Small Industries Corporation 
Limited: 

The National Small Industries Corporation 
Limited (NSIC) is a Mini Ratna company 
established in 1955. It falls under the Ministry of 
Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises of India and 
serves as a nodal agency for several schemes of 
the Ministry of MSME. 

6. Who has been sworn-in as the 16th chief 
minister of Punjab? 
A. Prakash Singh Badal 
B. Charanjit Singh Channi 
C. Navjot Singh Sidhu 
D. Ambika Soni 
E. Captain Amarinder Singh 

 
Correct Answer – B. Charanjit Singh Channi 
Explanation: Charanjit Singh Channi took oath as 
16th chief minister of Punjab.Channi became the 
first individual from the Dalit community in 
Punjab to take charge of CM.The 58-year-old 
leader was administered the oath of office and 
secrecy by governor Banwarilal Purohit.Channi is 
a three-time MLA from Rupnagar's Chamkaur 
Sahib.In Amarinder Singh cabinet, Channi had 
served as the minister of technical education. 

7. The researchers at which IIT have designed 
and fabricated an innovative device, titled as 
‘Liquid-solid Interface Triboelectric 
Nanogenerator’ that can generate electricity 
from water drops, raindrops, water streams, 
and ocean waves? 
A. IIT Kanpur 
B. IIT Madras 
C. IIT Bombay 
D. IIT Delhi 
E. IIT Ropar 

Correct Answer – D. IIT Delhi 
Explanation: IIT Delhi researchers have designed 
and fabricated an innovative device, titled as 
‘Liquid-solid Interface Triboelectric 
Nanogenerator’ .It can generate electricity from 

http://www.ixammr.com/
http://bit.ly/ixammrapp


 
 

Ixammr – India’s No.1 Sarkari Exam Prep. App – Free Mock Test | Topics Wise Quizzes | E-Books & Free PDFs 
 

 
Copyright 2021 @ www.ixammr.com 

water drops, raindrops, water streams, and 
ocean waves.It produces power using 
Triboelectric Effect and Electrostatic Induction, 
and further stores the energy in batteries for 
consumption. 

8. As a part of “Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav” which 
ministry has launched “Ek Pahal” drive across 
the country? 
A. Ministry of Food Processing Industries 
B. Ministry of Law and Justice 
C. Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment 
D. Ministry of Agriculture 
E. Ministry of Petroleum 

Correct Answer – B. Ministry of Law and Justice 
Explanation: Ek Pahal Drive Across the Country 
to encourage mass registration under Tele-
Law.As a part of “Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav” 
Department of Justice and NALSA launched the 
“Ek Pahal” drive across the country.The initiative 
will encourage mass registration under Tele-
Law.The medium of Tele Law effectively provides 
pre-litigation advice / consultation to 
beneficiaries by Panel Lawyers through a huge 
network. This campaign seeks to actualize the 
aspiration of access to justice for citizens in 
India.Tele Law provides pre-litigation advice or 
consultation to beneficiaries by Panel Lawyers. 

9. Who has been appointed as the Director of 
Public Policy of Facebook India? 
A. Alka Nangia Arora 
B. Amit Saxena 
C. Indu Malhotra 
D. Rajiv Aggarwal 
E. Raja Randhir Singh 
 

Correct Answer – D. Rajiv Aggarwal 
Explanation:Facebook India has appointed ex-IAS 
officer and former Uber executive Rajiv Aggarwal 
as the Director of Public Policy.Rajiv Aggarwal 
succeeds Ankhi Das, who quit in October last 
year.She was embroiled in a controversy for 
opposing enforcement of hate-speech rules 
against right-wing leaders in the 

country.Aggarwal, in this role, will define and 
lead important policy development initiatives for 
Facebook in India on an agenda that covers user 
safety, data protection and privacy, inclusion and 
internet governance.Aggarwal comes with 26 
years of experience as an Indian Administrative 
Officer (IAS), and has worked as a District 
Magistrate in nine districts across the state of 
Uttar Pradesh. 

10. In September 2021, which bank and Paytm 
announced plans for launching a comprehensive 
range of credit cards powered by VISA? 
A. ICICI Bank 
B. Axis Bank 
C. HDFC Bank 
D. Yes Bank 
E. IndusInd Bank 

Correct Answer – C. HDFC Bank 
Explanation: HDFC Bank and Paytm announced 
plans for launching a comprehensive range of 
credit cards powered by VISA.In a first-of-its-kind 
alliance, the partnership aims to provide one of 
the widest range of offerings across customer 
segments, with special focus on millennials, 
business owners and merchants. The credit card 
will offer, EMIs and Buy Now Pay Later options, 
with the full suite of products to be on offer by 
the end of December 2021.The partnership aims 
to deliver superior value and experience to 
customers by leveraging off each other’s 
strengths 

11. Which state's famous handmade shawls, 
sweaters, carpets, organic honey, fruits and 
spices will soon be available on e-commerce 
platforms? 
A. Uttarakhand  
B. Sikkim 
C. Himachal Pradesh 
D. Assam 
E. Nagaland 
 
Correct Answer: C. Himachal Pradesh 
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Explanation: Himachal Pradesh's famous 
handmade shawls, sweaters, carpets, organic 
honey, fruits and spices will soon be available on 
e-commerce platforms like Amazon, Flipkart and 
Government eMarketplace (GeM). The state 
government is planning to facilitate 2.80 lakh 
women belonging to 27,000 self-help groups 
(SHGs). The products will be available under 'Him 
Ira' brand. 

Himachal Pradesh:  

 Chief Minister – Jai Ram Thakur.  

 Governor – Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar.  

 Number of Districts – 12.  

 Lok Sabha seats – 4.  

 Rajya Sabha seats – 3 

12. In September 2021, which state/UT has 
launched a 'Music Bus' which will provide 
training to students in audio production, film 
production, and graphic designing? 
A. Delhi 
B. Karnataka 
C. Puducherry  
D. Maharashtra  
E. Chandigarh 
 
Correct Answer – A. Delhi 
Explanation: The Delhi govt has launched a 
'Music Bus' which will provide training to 
students in audio production, film production, 
and graphic designing. It is India's first 'Mobile 
Music Classroom and Recording Studio'.It aims to 
assist children of Delhi government schools in 
pursuing their passion for music. It was launched 
at the School of Specialized Excellence in 
Performing and Visual Arts.The Mobile Music 
classroom is launched at the Delhi government's 
School of Specialized Excellence in Performing 
and Visual Arts. According to the Delhi 
government, the project is expected to benefit at 
least 5,000 children. 

13. Who resigned as the Chief Minister of 
Punjab in September 2021? 

A. Hemant Soren 
B. Nitish Kumar 
C. Amarinder Singh 
D. Pinarayi Vijayan 
E. Nongthombam Biren Singh 

Correct Answer – C. Amarinder Singh 
Explanation: Captain Amarinder Singh resigned 
as the Punjab Chief Minister on 18 September 
2021. The resignation comes less than five 
months before the Assembly elections in Punjab. 
He has also previously served as the Chief 
Minister of Punjab from 2002 to 2007. He is 
currently the oldest chief minister by age, serving 
any state in India. 

Punjab:  

 Lok Sabha seats – 13.  

 Rajya Sabha seats – 7.  

 Number of Districts – 22.  

 State Animal – Blackbuck.  

 State Bird –Northern goshawk.  

 Dam – Ranjit Sagar Dam (Ravi River).  

 Registered GI – Phulkari, Basmat 

14. Indian Railways has shut its alternative 
energy arm IROAF. It was closed because Indian 
Railways is chasing the goal of full electrification 
by which year? 
A. 2022 
B. 2023 
C. 2024 
D. 2025 
E. 2026 

Correct Answer – B. 2023 
Explanation: Indian Railways has shut its 
alternative energy arm Indian Railways 
Organisation of Alternative Fuels (IROAF). The 
alternative energy research arm primarily 
focused on bio-diesel. It was closed because 
Indian Railways is chasing the goal of full 
electrification by 2023, slash its use of diesel and 
become a net zero emitter of carbon emission by 
2030. 
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By the end of March 2021, 71 percent of the total 
network spanning 64,689 km had already been 
electrified. The erstwhile Diesel Locomotive 
Works, Varanasi, renamed Banaras Locomotive 
Works, does not make any diesel engines now 
and mostly manufactures electric locomotives 
(275 out of 285 engines it made in 2020-21 were 
electric). IROAF was set up in 2008 when Lalu 
Prasad was railway minister and started its work 
with a primary focus on sourcing biodiesel from 
jatropha trees planted on narrow patches of land 
alongside railway tracks, among other sources. 

15. In September 2021, who has won the 
prestigious Women's Prize for Fiction for her 
fantasy novel 'Piranesi'? 
A. Emma Thompson 
B. Sophie Kinsella 
C. Susanna Clarke 
D. Sharon Osbourne 
E. Lauren Child 

Correct Answer –  E. Lauren Child 
Explanation: British writer Susanna Clarke has 
won the prestigious Women's Prize for Fiction for 
her fantasy novel 'Piranesi'. She was awarded the 
30,000 pound ($41,000) prize for her second 
novel, which was published 16 years after her 
first, 'Jonathan Strange & Mr. Norrell', became a 
global best-seller.  Set in a magical alternate 
reality, 'Piranesi' is narrated by a man living in a 
labyrinthine. 

16. Which of the following ministries has 
decided to celebrate  'Vanijya Saptah’ from 20 
to 26 September,2021? 
A. Ministry of Cooperation 
B. Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium 
Enterprises 
C. Ministry of Commerce 
D. Ministry of Finance 
E. Ministry of Corporate Affairs 

Correct Answer – C. Ministry of Commerce 
Explanation: The Ministry of Commerce is 
organizing special events and programmes during 
20-26 September 2021, as part of the ‘Azadi Ka 

Amrit Mahotsav’ celebrations. It will observe the 
‘Vanijya Saptah’ (Trade & Commerce Week) 
during the period 20-26 September 2021. The 
Department for Promotion of Industry and 
Internal Trade (DPIIT) would launch platforms 
namely National Single Window System and 
Industrial Park Rating System. 

The National Single Window System will allow 
investors to identify and apply for various 
preoperations approvals required for 
commencing a business in India. The Industrial 
Park Rating System (IPRS) recognizes best 
performing parks, identifying interventions and 
serving as a decision support system for investors 
and policy makers. The Department will also 
observe 'Vanijya Utsav' from 24 to 26 September 
2021. During the Vanijya Utsav, the exporter 
conclaves/meets will be held in more than 700 
districts, including Mega-events in 100 districts. 

17. Which of the following ministries has tied up 
with CSC e-Governance Services India Ltd to 
streamline ration deliveries and strengthen the 
public distribution system? 
A. Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs 
B. Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare 
C. Ministry of Rural Development 
D. Ministry of Commerce & Industry 
E. Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public 
Distribution 

Correct Answer –  E. Ministry of Consumer 
Affairs, Food and Public Distribution 
Explanation: Services related to ration cards, 
updating card details and seeding with Aadhaar, 
would now be available at over 3.7 lakh common 
services centres (CSC) across the country. The 
Ministry of Consumer Affairs has tied up with CSC 
e-Governance Services India Ltd to streamline 
ration deliveries and strengthen the public 
distribution system (CSC) in semi-urban and rural 
areas across the country. The move is expected 
to benefit 23.64 crore ration card holders across 
the country. 
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The online services of CSC would also be made 
available at fair price shops that include PM 
welfare schemes, G2C services, education and 
skilling courses, financial services, health care 
and utility bill payments services. For this, CSC 
will undertake training and capacity building of 
fair price shop dealers on providing these 
services. 

18. In September 2021, which of the following 
IPL franchise's captain has decided to quit 
captaincy after IPL 2021? 
A. Mumbai Indians 
B. Chennai Super Kings 
C. Royal Challengers Bangalore 
D. Sunrisers Hyderabad 
E. Punjab Kings 

Correct Answer – C. Royal Challengers Bangalore 
Explanation: Virat Kohli on 19 September 2021 
announced that he would step down from Royal 
Challengers Bangalore captaincy after the 14th 
edition of the Indian Premier League (IPL 2021). 
Kohli has played 199 IPL matches and scored 
6076 runs so far with five hundred.The highest-
paid cricketer in the IPL, Kohli was the first to be 
retained by his franchise ahead of the 2018 
players auction. 

19. In September 2021, which of the following 
countries has unveiled its first national 
Holocaust monument? 
A. United Kingdom 
B. The Netherlands 
C. Poland 
D. Belgium 
E. France 

Correct Answer –  B. The Netherlands 
Explanation: A monument listing 102,163 Dutch 
victims of the Holocaust was unveiled by King 
Willem-Alexander in Amsterdam, Netherlands on 
19 September 2021. It is the first memorial to 
commemorate all the victims from across the 
Netherlands in one place. Each stone carries the 
name of a Jew, Roma or Sinti who was deported 

from the Netherlands and who died in Nazi 
concentration camps during World War II. 

The monument, designed by Daniel Libeskind, 75, 
who lost relatives in the Holocaust, lies in the 
centre of the Dutch capital and is a labyrinth of 
brick walls that, when seen from above, form 
Hebrew letters reading "in remembrance". The 
15 million euro ($17.5 million) monument was 
funded by private donations and Amsterdam and 
other municipalities. 

20. The Global Trade Outlook Report is released 
by which of the following organizations? 
A. World Bank 
B. World Trade Organisation 
C. International Monetary Fund 
D. Department of International Trade, United 
Kingdom 
E. United States 

Correct Answer –  D. Department of 
International Trade, United Kingdom 
Explanation: India would become the world’s 
third-largest importer by 2050 with a share of 
5.9% of global imports, right behind China and 
the US, according to the latest Global Trade 
Outlook report. The report is issued by the UK’s 
Department of International Trade. At present, 
India is ranked eighth among the largest 
importing nations with a 2.8% import share. 

The US’s and the EU’s share of most import 
sectors is expected to decline out to 2030 as the 
growing purchasing power of Asia’s middle-class 
accounts for a rising share of global import 
demand. Between 2019 and 2050, 56% of global 
growth is expected to come from the Indo 
Pacific, compared with a quarter from the EU and 
North America combined.  The ‘E7 group’ of the 
seven largest emerging economies—China, India, 
Brazil, Russia, Indonesia, Mexico and Turkey—are 
projected to equal the G7’s share of global 
import demand by 2050. The seven richest 
countries of the world—Canada, France, 
Germany, Italy, Japan, the UK and the US —are 
part of the G7 grouping. The report projected 
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that India would leapfrog to third place by 2050 
in the ranking of the world’s largest economies, 
just behind China and the US, with a share of 
6.8% in global GDP. At present, India is ranked 

fifth in the size of the world’s economies with a 
share of 3.3%. India’s GDP is projected to cross 
Germany by 2030 to become the fourth-largest 
economy. 

21st September 2021
1. India’s first indigenous luxury cruise liner is 
launched by ______________. 
A. Indian Navy 
B. Ministry of Tourism 
C. IRCTC 
D. Air India 
E. TRIFED 
 
Correct Answer: C. IRCTC 
Explanation: The Indian Railway Catering and 
Tourism Corporation (IRCTC) has joined hands 
and signed the agreement with Cordelia 
Cruises being operated by M/s Waterways 
Leisure Tourism Pvt. Ltd for promotion and 
marketing of the first indigenous luxury cruise in 
India. This is another incredible luxury travel 
offering under IRCTC”s umbrella of tourism 
services to the public. The luxury travel offering 
in the form of the indigenous cruise will take 
guests on-boards to some of the most popular 
Indian and international tourist destinations – 
such as Goa, Diu, Kochi, the Lakshadweep islands, 
and Sri Lanka. 

About the Cordelia Cruises: 

Cordelia Cruises is one of India’s premium cruise 
liners and aspires to promote and drive the 
cruise culture in India through experiences that 
are “stylish, luxurious, and most importantly, 
inherently Indian.” 

2. Who is the author of the book titled ‘Shining 
Sikh Youth of India’? 
A. Vishal Goyal 
B. Satnam Singh Sandhu 
C. Amritpal Kaur 
D. Prabhleen Singh 
E. Vinod Sharma 

 
Correct Answer – D. Prabhleen Singh 
Explanation: The Union Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh has released a book titled ‘Shining Sikh 
Youth of India’ in New Delhi, as a part of the 
commemoration of the 400th birth anniversary 
of Guru Tegh Bahadur, the ninth Guru of Sikhs. 
The book has been authored by Dr Prabhleen 
Singh, administrative officer at the Punjabi 
University, Patiala. It covers 100 inspirational and 
motivational success stories of Sikh youth in India 
who have done exemplary work in their 
respective fields. 
 
3. Name the mobile app launched by LIC for its 
development officers? 
A. MITRA 
B. BHASKAR 
C. VIKAS 
D. PRAGATI 
E. ROSHNI 
 

Correct Answer – D. PRAGATI 
Explanation: Life Insurance Corporation of India 
(LIC) has launched a new mobile 
app ‘PRAGATI’ for the exclusive use of its 
Development Officers. PRAGATI stands 
for “Performance Review Application, Growth 
And Trend Indicator”. LIC has been taking a lot of 
customer-centric and digital initiatives for ease of 
operations for its customers and field force. 
About the ‘PRAGATI’ app: 
The Pragati app will help the Development 
Officers to get near real-time information about 
the performance of their agency force in critical 
areas of business performance like premium 
collection, agency activisation, prospective 
outperformers, etc apart from monitoring their 
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team on activities such as usage of agents mobile 
app and NACH validation. The app also provides 
development officers with a calculator to 
measure their cost ratio. 
Important Points: 

 LIC Headquarters: Mumbai; 

 LIC Founded: 1 September 1956; 

 LIC Chairman: M R Kumar. 
 
4. Harmilan Kaur Bains has created national 
record in which event at the 60th National Open 
Athletics Championships? 
A. 800m 
B. 1000m 
C. 1500m 
D. 400m 
E. 100m 
 
Correct Answer – C. 1500m 
Explanation: Harmilan Kaur Bains of Punjab has 
created a new national record in the women’s 
1500m race by clocking 4:05.39 to bag the gold at 
the 60th National Open Athletics 
Championships in the Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium 
in Hanamkonda in Telangana. With this 
achievement, the 23-year-old athlete has erased 
the 19-year-old record held by Sunita Rani in 
1500m at the 2002 Asian Games in Busan by 
clocking 4:06.03. 

5. Who has become India’s 70th chess 
Grandmaster? 
A. R Raja Rithvik 
B. Abhimanyu Mishra 
C. Harshit Raja 
D. G Akash 
E.  Nihal Sarin 
 
Correct Answer – A. R Raja Rithvik 
Explanation: India’s R Raja Rithvik became chess 
Grandmaster after he crossed the ELO Rating of 
2500. The 17-year-old achieved this GM title 
in Vezerkepzo Grandmaster Chess Tournament at 
Budapest, Hungary. He thus became 
the 70th Grandmaster from the country. A native 

of Warangal, Rithvik has been undergoing 
advanced coaching at RACE Chess Academy 
under reputed coach N.V.S. Rama Raju. 
 
6. Sirarakhong chilly and Tamenglong Orange 
are the newly Geographical Index (GI) tagged 
products of which state? 
A. Ladakh 
B. Andaman & Nicobar Island 
C. Manipur 
D. Jammu and Kashmir 
E. Andhra Pradesh 
 
Correct Answer – C. Manipur 
Explanation: Two famous products of 
Manipur, Hathei chilli, which is found in 
Manipur’s Ukrul district and is known for its 
unique flavour, and Tamenglong mandarin 
orange have been granted the Geographical 
Indication (GI) tag. This is a historic milestone in 
the history of Manipur and it will increase the 
income of farmers in Manipur. 
 
About the Hathei chilly: 
The Hathei chilly works as a good anti-oxidant 
and possesses high calcium and Vitamin C levels. 
It has an extremely high American Spice Trade 
Association (ASTA) colour value of 164. The 
extractable colour of chilli is usually expressed 
using ASTA values. 
 
About the Tamenglong mandarin orange: 
The Tamenglong mandarin orange is bigger in 
size, weighing 232.76 grams on average. It is a 
unique sweet and sour flavour. It has high juice 
content (around 45 per cent) and is rich in 
ascorbic acid (48.12 mg/100ml). These oranges 
are grown over areas spanning 1,800 hectares in 
the hills of Tamenglong, out of which 400 
hectares are certified as organic by MOMA. 
Important Points: 

 Chief Minister of Manipur: N. Biren Singh;  

 Governor: La. Ganesan. 
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7. NPCI has partnered with which entity to 
enable UPI QR-based payments acceptance in 
10 Asian markets? 
A. Liquid Group 
B. Banking Circle 
C. High Radius 
D. Bill Trust 
E. Dream11 
 
Correct Answer – A. Liquid Group 
Explanation: Department of Justice under 
the Ministry of Law and Justice has launched 
the “Ek Pahal”  campaign to encourage mass 
registration under Tele-Law. The Ek Pahal 
campaign will run across the country from 17th 
September till 2nd October. The “Ek Pahal” 
campaign will cover 51,434 Common Service 
Centres in 50,000 Gram Panchayats in 633 
districts across 34 States and UTs. 
 
About the campaign: 
Tele-Law means the use of communications and 
information technology for the delivery of legal 
information and advice. Department of Justice 
has partnered with NALSA and CSC e-Governance 
Service India Limited for mainstreaming legal aid 
to the marginalized communities through 
Common Services Center (CSC). This e-interaction 
between lawyers and people would be through 
the video-conferencing infrastructure available at 
the CSCs. 
 
Important Points: 

 Union Minister of Law and Justice: Kiren 
Rijiju. 

 
8. Which Post Payments Bank has announced a 
strategic alliance with Bajaj Allianz General 
Insurance to distribute their non-life insurance 
products across the country? 
A. Fino Payments Ban 
B. Airtel Payments Bank 
C. Paytm Payments Bank 
D. India Post Payments Bank 
E. Jio Payments Bank 

 
Correct Answer – D. India Post Payments Bank 
Explanation: India Post Payments Bank (IPPB) has 
announced a strategic alliance with Bajaj Allianz 
General Insurance to distribute their non-life 
insurance products across the country.The 
Gramin Dak Sevaks or postmen have been 
certified for Point of Sales Person or POSP (under 
POSP Model) and trained for products allowed 
for sale through point of sale. As part of the 
alliance, IPPB will strive to make available 
affordable insurance products through its robust 
network of 650 branches and over 136,000 
banking access points to citizens at large. 
 
9. Which CPSE is set to become the 11th 
Maharatna central public sector enterprise 
(CPSE)? 
A. Bharat Electronics Limited 
B. Power Finance Corp. Ltd 
C. Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited 
D. Engineers India Limited 
E. Container Corporation of India Limited 
 

Correct Answer – B. Power Finance Corp. Ltd 
Explanation:  This comes against the backdrop of 
the government using power sector lenders such 
as PFC and REC Ltd to instil financial discipline at 
state-owned electricity distribution companies 
(discoms).The Maharatna dispensation was 
ushered in by the Union government for mega 
CPSEs to become global giants. PFC, India’s 
largest non-banking financial company (NBFC) 
and among the 14 Navratna CPSEs, can invest up 
to ₹5,000 crore, or 15% of its net worth, in a 
single project apart from being granted enhanced 
powers by the government for undertaking 
mergers and acquisitions once it gets the 
Maharatna status. Navratna and Miniratna CPSEs 
can invest up to ₹1,000 crore and ₹500 crore, 
respectively. 
 
10. What is the theme of the International Week 
of the Deaf (IWD) being observed every year in 
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the full week ending on the last Sunday of 
September? 
A. Reaffirming Deaf People's Human Rights 
B. Assuring Deaf People's Human Rights 
C. Assuring Thriving Deaf Communities 
D. Celebrating Thriving Deaf Communities 
E. None of the above 
 
Correct Answer – D. Celebrating Thriving Deaf 
Communities 
Explanation: International Week of the Deaf 
(IWD) is observed every year in the full week 
ending on the last Sunday of September.This 
year, IWD is being observed from September 20 
to 26, 2021.Theme of IWD 2021 IWD: Celebrating 
Thriving Deaf Communities.The day is an 
initiative of World Federation of the Deaf (WFD) 
and was first launched in 1958 in Rome, Italy to 
commemorate the month when the first World 
Congress of the WFD was held.Last Sunday of 
September is celebrated as the World Day of 
Deaf or International Day of the Deaf (September 
26, 2021). 
 
11. What is the theme of the International Day 
of Peace or World Peace Day being observed 
every year on 21 st September? 
A. Sustainable Development Goals: Building 
Blocks for Peace 
B. Recovering Better for an Equitable and 
Sustainable World 
C. Partnerships for Peace – Dignity for All 
D. Together for Peace: Respect, Safety and 
Dignity for All 
E. Shaping Peace Together 
 
Correct Answer: B. Recovering Better for an 
Equitable and Sustainable World 
Explanation: International Day of Peace (World 
Peace Day) is observed every year on 21 
September to strengthening the ideals of peace, 
through observing 24 hours of non-violence and 
cease-fire.This day was established by UN 
General Assembly in 1981 and was formally 
designated in 2001.Theme 2021: Recovering 

Better for an Equitable and Sustainable 
World.Aim: to spread awareness and preach 
peace and harmony all across the globe.United 
Nations Peace Bell is rung at UN Headquarters (in 
New York City) to inaugurate the day. 
 
12. What is India’s rank in the Global Innovation 
Index 2021 rankings published by World 
Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO)? 
A. 44th 
B. 45th 
C. 46th 
D. 47th 
E. 48th 
 
Correct Answer – C. 46th 
Explanation: India has been ranked at 46th place 
in Global Innovation Index (GII) 2021, that 
captures the innovation ecosystem performance 
of 132 economies and tracks the most recent 
global innovation trends.India was ranked 48th in 
GII 2020.Under the Lower middle-income 
category group, India has been ranked at the 
second spot after Vietnam.The GII report is 
published by WIPO in partnership with the 
Portulans Institute, with support of corporate 
network partners, such as the Confederation of 
Indian Industry, Brazilian National Confederation 
of Industry, Ecopetrol Group (Colombia), and the 
Turkish Exporters Assembly.Switzerland topped 
the league table, followed by Sweden, the US , 
UK and South Korea 
 
13. In September 2021, which bank has 
partnered with Visa to offer credit cards to its 
customers? 
A. Yes Bank 
B. Axis Bank 
C. ICICI Bank 
D. PNB 
E. RBL Bank 
 

Correct Answer – A. Yes Bank 
Explanation: Yes Bank has partnered with Visa to 
offer credit cards to its customers. The suite 
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consists of nine credit card variants on the Visa 
platform that service all segments – consumer 
cards, business cards, and corporate cards across 
YES First, YES Premia, and YES Prosperity. With 
the partnership, the bank has commenced 
issuance of select credit card variants on Visa’s 
payment network. 
The Visa co-branded cards come with loyalty 
programs, under which reward points never 
expire and can also be shared or transferred to 
Yes bank credit card holders. Other benefits 
include attractive foreign currency markup and a 
bouquet of lifestyle privileges including airport 
lounge access and golf course privileges. 
 
14. In September 2021, who among the 
following has been conferred with Ramkrishna 
Bajaj Memorial Global Award? 
A. Mukesh Ambani 
B. Shiv Nadar 
C. Gautam Adani 
D. Lakshmi Mittal 
E. Uday Kotak 
 
Correct Answer – C. Gautam Adani 
Explanation: Adani Group Chairman Gautam 
Adani was conferred with Ramkrishna Bajaj 

Memorial Global Award on 20 September 2021 
at the Priyadarshni Academy's 37th 
Anniversary.These awards are conferred on 
national and international dignitaries for 
outstanding contributions in their respective 
fields. Priyadarshni Academy is a premier non-
profit, socio-cultural and educational 
organization. 

15. In September 2021, who among the 
following has been appointed as the brand 
ambassador of Ambrane? 
A. Priyanka Chopra 
B. Kareena Kapoor 
C. Alia Bhatt 
D. Shradhha Kapoor 
E. Disha Patani 
 

Correct Answer – E. Disha Patani 
Explanation: Ambrane has signed with 
Bollywood Diva Disha Patani as its brand 
ambassador in India. Disha is the latest to join 
the Ambrane family, which already includes the 
likes of the famous Cricketer Ravindra Jadeja as 
its Brand Ambassador. Ambrane boasts a strong 
portfolio of high-quality products in India ranging 
from power bank, audio, wearables, and more.  

 
22nd September 2021

1. CISF official _____ became the “fastest 
Indian” to summit two peaks located in Africa 
and Russia. 
A. Jyoti Pandey 
B. Rashmi Manral 
C. Vaishali Singh 
D. Geeta Samota 
E. Sonam Sharma 
 
Correct Answer: D. Geeta Samota 
Explanation: CISF official Geeta Samota became 
the “fastest Indian” to summit two peaks located 
in Africa and Russia. Earlier this month, Sub 
Inspector Geeta Samota had scaled Mount Elbrus 
in Russia, the highest peak in Europe. While Mt 

Elbrus (5,642 mts) is in Russia, the Kilimanjaro 
peak (5,895 mts) is located in Tanzania and is 
Africa’s highest peak.Samota works with 
the Central Industrial Security Force (CISF), a 
central paramilitary force under the command of 
the Union home ministry. Geeta Samota joined 
CISF in 2011 and was in the unit in 2012. She has 
also scaled Mt Satopanth (7075 metres; located 
in Uttarakhand) and Mt Lobuche (in Nepal). She 
was also a team member of the Mt Everest 
expedition team of the CAPF. 

2. What is the theme of World Alzheimer Day 
2021? 
A. Let’s talk about dementia 
B. Know Dementia, Know Alzheimer’s 
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C. Every 3 Seconds 
D. Remember Me 
E. Dementia: Can we reduce the risk? 
 
Correct Answer – B. Know Dementia, Know 
Alzheimer’s 
Explanation: The World Alzheimer’s Day is 
observed globally on September 21 every year. 
The day aims to raise awareness about the 
stigma that runs around Alzheimer disease and 
related dementia. The theme for World 
Alzheimer Day 2020 is ‘Let’s talk about 
dementia’. World Alzheimer’s Day was launched 
at the opening of ADI’s annual conference 
in Edinburgh on 21 September 1994 to celebrate 
our 10th anniversary. 

About Alzheimer disease: 

Alzheimer’s is a progressive disease, where 
dementia symptoms gradually worsen over a 
number of years. In its early stages, memory loss 
is mild, but with late-stage Alzheimer’s, 
individuals lose the ability to carry on a 
conversation and respond to their environment. 

3. Who is the author of book ‘The Three Khans: 
And the Emergence of New India’? 
A. Kaveree Bamzai 
B. Ravish Kumar 
C. Barkha Dutt 
D. Shekhar Gupta  
E. Neha Dixit 
 

Correct Answer – A. Kaveree Bamzai 
Explanation: A book has titled “The Three Khans: 
And the Emergence of New India” authored 
by Kaveree Bamzai. In the book, senior journalist, 
Kaveree Bamzai has juxtaposed the careers of 
the 3 Khans, Aamir, Shah Rukh, & Salman, with 
the most tumultuous times in the history of the 
republic. Art often responds to social and 
political dimensions,& in a country short of role 
models, film stars often play double roles. 

4. The International Week of the Deaf (IWD) is 
being observed in which week of the month of 
September 2021? 
A. September 21 to 27 
B. September 20 to 26 
C. September 15 to 21 
D. September 14 to 20 
E. September 13 to 19 

 
Correct Answer – B. September 20 to 26 
Explanation: Every year, the full week ending on 
the last Sunday of September is observed as 
the International Week of the Deaf (IWD). In 
2021, IWD is being observed from September 20 
to 26, 2021. The last Sunday of the month of 
September is celebrated as the World Day of 
Deaf or International Day of the Deaf (September 
26, 2021). The theme of 2021 IWD is “Celebrating 
Thriving Deaf Communities”. 

History of the day: 

It is an initiative of the World Federation of the 
Deaf (WFD) and was first launched in 1958 in 
Rome, Italy to commemorate the month when 
the first World Congress of the WFD was held. 

Important Points: 

 World Federation of the Deaf 
Founded: 23 September 1951, Rome, 
Italy; 

 World Federation of the Deaf 
President: Joseph Murray. 

5.  Jimmy Greaves passed away recently. He was 
a profession footballer of _______________. 
A. Spain 
B. Italy 
C. England 
D. Chile 
E. Argentina 
 
Correct Answer – C. England 
Explanation: Jimmy Greaves, one of England’s 

most prolific strikers and Tottenham Hotspur’s 
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record goalscorer, passed away. He scored 266 

goals for Tottenham between 1961-1970 & his 37 

league goals in the 1962-63 season remains a 

club record. He began his career 

with Chelsea and netted 124 league goals for 

the London club(1957-61). 

6. Who has been appointed as the next Chief of 
the Air Staff (CoAS), with effect from 1st 
October 2021? 
A. Vijay Pal Singh Rana 

B. Suraj Kumar Jha 

C. Vivek Ram Chaudhari 

D. Vibhas Pande 

E. Pankaj Mohan Sinha 

Correct Answer – C. Vivek Ram Chaudhari 
Explanation:  Air Marshal Vivek Ram Chaudhari 

has been appointed as the next Chief of the Air 

Staff (CoAS), with effect from 1st October 

2021.Presently, he is serving as the Vice Chief of 

Air Staff.He was the chief of Western Air Comma 

from August 1, 2020.He also flew several Air 

Defence missions during 1999 Kargil war with 

Pakistan. 

7. Hussein Tantawi was military general of 
which country who passed away recently? 
A. Syria 

B. Sudan 

C. Egypt 

D. Yemen 

E. Iran 

 
Correct Answer – C. Egypt 
Explanation: Hussein Tantawi, the Egyptian 

general who ruled the country following the Arab 

Spring uprising that removed longtime autocrat 

Hosni Mubarak, passed away.Field Marshal 

Tantawi was Mubarak's loyal defense minister for 

some 20 years.But it was Tantawi who led the 

country after the then-chief spy Omar Suliman 

announced on state television on February 11, 

2011, that Mubarak was stepping down after the 

18 days of protest against his 

government.Tantawi went on to chair the 

Supreme Council of the Armed Forces, which 

took power.Under his leadership, the military 

strengthened its tight grip on the country, 

outlawing dissent, and largely returned to using 

the same tactics that were in place under 

Mubarak and that protesters had decried. 

8. Two more beaches in India have been 
accorded the coveted ‘Blue Flag’ certification by 
Foundation for Environment Education (FEE), 
taking the total number of such beaches in the 
country to _________. 
A. 6 
B. 8 
C. 10 
D. 11 
E. 12 
 
Correct Answer – C. 10 
Explanation: Two more beaches in India gave 

been accorded the coveted ‘Blue Flag’ 

certification, taking the total number of such 

beaches in the country to 10.Foundation for 

Environment Education (FEE) in Denmark 

awarded the certification to Kovalam in Tamil 

Nadu and Eden in Puducherry 

beaches.Rushikonda in Andhra Pradesh, Golden 

in Odisha, and Radhanagar in Andaman and 

Nicobar. 

9. World Rhino Day is observed every year on 
which date? 
A. 19 September 
B. 20 September 
C. 21 September 
D. 22 September 
E. 23 September 
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Correct Answer – D. 22 September 
Explanation:  World Rhino Day is observed on 

September 22 every year.The day aims to raise 

awareness about the African and Asian species of 

rhinos.World Rhino Day was announced by 

World Wildlife Fund -South Africa in 2010.Both 

African species and the Sumatran rhinoceros 

have two horns, while the Indian and Javan 

rhinoceros have a single horn.The theme of 

World Rhino Day 2021 is 'Keep the Five Alive'.The 

five existing species of Rhinoceros: (1) Black 

Rhino; (2) White Rhino; (3) Greater one-horned 

Rhino; (4) Sumatran Rhino; (5) Javan Rhinos. 

10. Uttar Pradesh govt has cleared proposal to 
develop ‘Electronic Park’ in which place to 
promote electronics industry? 
A. Ghaziabad 
B. Lucknow 
C. Kanpur 
D. Noida 
E. Aligarh 
 
Correct Answer – D. Noida 
Explanation: Uttar Pradesh govt has cleared 

proposal to develop ‘Electronic Park’, along the 

Yamuna Expressway Industrial Development 

Authority area, near Noida to promote 

electronics industry.Park is proposed to be 

developed in an area of 250 acres near Jewar 

Airport.It will be built at an investment of around 

Rs 50,000 crore as well as generate employment 

for thousands of local youths.National and 

international companies manufacturing mobile 

phones, TVs and other electronic devices and 

accessories will establish their units in the park. 

11. Prime Minister Narendra Modi left for his 
three-day visit to which country on 22 
September 2021? 

A. USA 
B. France 
C. Japan 
D. China 
E. Australia 
 
Correct Answer: A. USA 
Explanation: Prime Minister Narendra Modi left 

for his three-day visit to the US on 22 September 

2021. He will participate in the Quad Leaders' 

Summit, address the high-level meeting of the 

76th session of the United Nations General 

Assembly as well as a bilateral meeting with US 

President Joe Biden. He will be accompanied by a 

high-level delegation including the External 

Affairs Minister S Jaishankar. 

As part of the Quad Leaders' Summit to be 

hosted by Biden, interactions will be held among 

Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison, his 

Japanese counterpart Yoshihide Suga, besides 

Modi. On September 25, he will address the 

UNGA session, where he will dwell on issues like 

global efforts to combat the coronavirus (Covid-

19) pandemic, climate change and cross-border 

terrorism among others. 

12. The Ministry of Education has formed the 
National Steering Committee for the 
development of National Curriculum 
Frameworks in September 2021. The committee 
will be chaired by whom? 
A. K Radhakrishnan 

B. K Kasturirangan 

C. K. Sivan 

D. A. S. Kiran Kumar 

E. G. Madhavan Nair 

 
Correct Answer – B. K Kasturirangan 
Explanation: The Ministry of Education has 
formed the National Steering Committee for the 
development of National Curriculum Frameworks 
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on 21 September 2021. The committee will be 
chaired by K Kasturirangan. The committee will 
develop four National Curriculum Frameworks- 
including the National Curriculum Framework for 
School Education, and National Curriculum for 
Early Childhood Care and Education. 
Other members of the committee are Mahesh 
Chandra Pant, Govind Prasad Sharma, Najma 
Akhtar, TV Kattimani, Michel Danino, Milind 
Kamble, Jagbir Singh, Manjul Bhargava, MK 
Sridhar, Dhir Jhingran, Shankar Maruwada. The 
committee will discuss different aspects of 
School Education, Early Childhood Care and 
Education (ECCE), Teacher Education and Adult 
Education keeping in focus all the 
recommendations of National Education Policy 
2020 related to these four areas for proposing 
curriculum reforms. 
 
13. Who is at the number one spot in the latest 
ICC women's ODI rankings for batters released 
in September 2021? 
A. Smriti Mandhana 
B. Mithali Raj 
C. Shafali Verma 
D. Jhulan Goswami 
E. Punam Raut 
 

Correct Answer – B. Mithali Raj 
Explanation: Mithali Raj continues to hold on to 
the number one spot in the latest ICC women's 
ODI rankings for batters released on 21 
September 2021. New Zealand's Amy 
Satterthwaite returned to the top five. Opener 
Smiriti Mandhana was placed seventh.  Veteran 
Indian pacer Jhulan Goswami moved up a spot to 
fourth while senior spinner Poonam Yadav 
remained static on ninth among bowlers. 
 
14. With which of the following will Visa will 
jointly up-skill women entrepreneurs with 
digital skills and financial literacy in five states? 
A. Rehab India Foundation 
B. CSR Research Foundation 
C. Nasscom Foundation 

D. Digital India Foundation 
E. Jubilant Bhartia Foundation 
 
Correct Answer – C. Nasscom Foundation 
Explanation:  Nasscom Foundation and Visa will 
jointly up-skill women entrepreneurs with digital 
skills and financial literacy in five states. The 
states are Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh, 
Karnataka, Telangana and West Bengal. 
NASSCOM Foundation will work with over 650 
women micro-entrepreneurs and train them to 
go online, rebuild and expand their businesses. 
 
The initiative by Visa and Nasscom Foundation 
will equip women entrepreneurs with tools to 
transition their businesses online, manage taxes, 
make cashless transactions, and claim benefits 
from pertinent government schemes. Online 
training will be delivered through the DigiSakshar 
portal and app, and all beneficiaries will receive a 
mobile phone with one year of internet 
connectivity to help them access the course 
curriculum and training. The offline training 
component will be conducted by Pollinate Energy 
India Pvt Ltd where these women entrepreneurs 
will learn best practices for restarting and scaling 
their businesses. 
15. Which of the following soft drink companies 
has announced a partnership with Indian pacer 
Mohammed Sir?  
A. Coca Cola 
B. Pepsi 
C. Maaza 
D. Thumbs Up 
E. Sprite 
 

Correct Answer – D. Thumbs Up 
Explanation: Thums Up on 21 September 2021 
announced a partnership with Indian pacer 
Mohammed Siraj. Thums Up is a home-grown 
soft drink brand owned by global cola major The 
Coca-Cola Company. Through its #PalatDe 
campaign, Thums Up would showcase the 
arduous journey of Mohammed Siraj, who 
despite his humble background and challenges of 
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everyday life, become one of the best 
bowlers.Thums Up was also a worldwide partner 
at the Olympic Games, held recently in Tokyo 
from July 23 to August 8 this year. Brand Thums 

Up was launched by Chuhan Brothers of Parle 
company in 1977 and was acquired by the Coca-
Cola Company in 1993. 
 

23rd September 2021
1. Which actor has won the “Outstanding Actor–
Comedy” award for Ted Lasso at 73rd Primetime 
Emmy Awards 2021? 
A. Ewan McGregor 
B. Jason Sudeikis 
C. Josh O’Connor 
D. Brett Goldstein 
E. Evan Peters 
 
Correct Answer: B. Jason Sudeikis 
Explanation: The 73rd Primetime Emmy 
Awards ceremony was held on September 19, 
2021, in Los Angeles, California. The award 
honoured the best in U.S. prime time television 
programming from June 1, 2020, until May 31, 
2021, as chosen by the Academy of Television 
Arts & Sciences. The 73rd edition of the 
Television Academy’s top honours is being 
hosted by Cedric the Entertainer on CBS. 
 
Here are the winners for the 2021 Emmy 
Awards: 

 Outstanding Drama Series: The Crown 

 Outstanding Comedy Series: Ted Lasso 

 Outstanding Variety Talk Show: Last Week 
Tonight with John Oliver 

 Outstanding Limited Series: The Queen’s 
Gambit 

 Outstanding Actor–Comedy: Jason 
Sudeikis (Ted Lasso) 

 Outstanding Actor–Drama: Josh O’Connor 

 Outstanding Actor–Limited Series or 
Movie: Ewan McGregor (Halston) 

 Outstanding Actress–Comedy: Jean Smart 
(Hacks) 

 Outstanding Actress–Drama: Olivia 
Colman (The Crown) 

 Outstanding Actress–Limited Series or 
Movie: Kate Winslet (Mare of Easttown) 

 Outstanding Supporting Actor–
Comedy: Brett Goldstein (Ted Lasso) 

 Outstanding Supporting Actor–
Drama: Tobias Menzies (The Crown) 

 Outstanding Supporting Actor–Limited 
Series or Movie: Evan Peters (Mare of 
Easttown) 

 Outstanding Supporting Actress–
Comedy: Hannah Waddingham (Ted 
Lasso) 

 Outstanding Supporting Actress–
Drama: Gillian Anderson (The Crown) 

 Outstanding Supporting Actress–Limited 
Series or Movie: Julianne Nicholson (Mare 
of Easttown) 

 Outstanding Director–Comedy: Lucia 
Aniello (Hacks) 

 Outstanding Director–Drama: Jessica 
Hobbs (The Crown) 

 Outstanding Director–Limited Series, 
Movie or Dramatic Special: Scott Frank 
(The Queen’s Gambit) 

 Outstanding Writing–Comedy: Lucia 
Aniello, Paul W Downs and Jen Statsky 
(Hacks) 

 Outstanding Writing–Drama: Peter 
Morgan (The Crown) 

 Outstanding Writing–Limited Series, 
Movie Or Dramatic Special: Michaela Coel 
(I May Destroy You) 

 
About Emmy Award: 
An Emmy Award, or simply Emmy, is an 
American award that recognizes excellence in the 
television industry. It is presented at numerous 
annual events held throughout the calendar year, 
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each honouring one of the various sectors of the 
television industry. 
 
2. Guinness World Records has certified two 
Japanese sisters Umeno Sumiyama and Koume 
Kodama as the world’s oldest living identical 
twins at ______. 
A. 111 
B. 110 
C. 109 
D. 108 
E. 107 
 
Correct Answer: E. 107 
Explanation: Japanese Sisters, 107, Are Officially 
World’s Oldest Identical Twins Umeno and 
Koume 
https://app.asana.com/0/1135954362417873/12
01012220666734/f Credit: Guinness World 
Records. 
Guinness World Records has certified two 
Japanese sisters as the world’s oldest living 
identical twins at 107.Umeno Sumiyama and 
Koume Kodama were born the third and fourth 
of 11 siblings on Shodoshima island in western 
Japan on Nov. 5, 1913. 
 
Sumiyama and Kodama were 107 years and 300 
days old as of Sept 1, breaking the previous 
record set by famous Japanese sisters Kin Narita 
and Gin Kanie at 107 years and 175 days. 
 
3. Who among the following has won the 
Norway Chess Open 2021 Masters section? 
A. Kidambi Sundararajan 
B. Jha Sriram  
C. Praveen M Thipsay 
D. Saptarshi Roy Chowdhury 
E. D Gukesh 
 

Correct Answer – E. D Gukesh 
Explanation: India’s Grandmaster D Gukesh has 
won the 34th Cannes Open in France. He 
defeated Harutyun Bargseghyan of France in 50 
moves to win the chess tournament. Siva 

Mahadevan of India secured the 10th place with 
six points.D Gukesh from Tamil Nadu also 
became the world’s second youngest 
Grandmaster ever in 2019 when he won the 
Hillerod 110th Anniversary Open event in 
Denmark. 
 
4. Who has been named as the new Chief of the 
Air Staff, to succeed incumbent Air Chief 
Marshal RKS Bhadauria? 
A. Raghunath Nambiar 
B. Vivek Ram Chaudhari 
C. Gurcharan Singh Bedi 
D. Sandeep Singh 
E. Ranjeet Singh 
 
Correct Answer – B. Vivek Ram Chaudhari 
Explanation:  Air Marshal Vivek Ram 
Chaudhari will be the new Vice Chief of Indian Air 
Force succeeding Air Marshal Harjit Singh 
Arora. Air Marshal Chaudhari is currently serving 
as commander-in-chief of the IAF’s Western Air 
Command (WAC) that looks after the security of 
the country’s air space in the sensitive Ladakh 
sector as well as various other parts of north 
India. Air Marshal Arora retired from service and 
Air Marshal Chaudhari is likely to take charge of 
the new assignment. 
 
Air Marshal Vivek Ram Chaudhari: 
An alumnus of the National Defence Academy, 
Air Marshal Chaudhari was commissioned into 
the fighter stream of the IAF on December 29, 
1982. In a distinguished career spanning nearly 
38 years, the officer has flown a wide variety of 
fighter and trainer aircraft in the inventory of IAF. 
He has a flying experience of more than 3,800 
hours, including operational flying on MiG-21, 
MiG-23 MF, MiG 29 and Su-30 MKI fighter jets. 
 
Important Points: 

 Air Chief Marshal: Rakesh Kumar Singh 
Bhadauria. 

 Indian Airforce founded: 8 October 1932. 

 Indian Airforce Headquarters: New Delhi. 
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5. ________ and _________ beaches get 
coveted ‘blue flag’ certification. 
A. Andhra Pradesh and Odisha 
B. Goa and Tamil Nadu 
C. Kerala and Goa 
D. Tamil Nadu and Puducherry 
E. Puducherry and Karnataka 
 
Correct Answer – D. Tamil Nadu and Puducherry 
Explanation: Two more beaches in India have 
been awarded “Blue Flag” certification, an 
international eco-level tag, taking the total 
number of such beaches in the country to 10. The 
two beaches to receive the certification this year 
are Kovalam in Tamil Nadu and Eden in 
Puducherry. 
 
The Foundation for Environment Education (FEE), 
Denmark, which accords the Blue Flag 
certification, has also given re-certification for 
eight nominated beaches – Shivrajpur-Gujarat, 
Ghoghla-Diu, Kasarkod and Padubidri-Karnataka, 
Kappad-Kerala, Rushikonda- Andhra Pradesh, 
Golden-Odisha and Radhanagar- Andaman and 
Nicobar, which were awarded the Blue Flag 
certificate last year. These eight beaches got the 
Blue Flag certification on October 6, 2020. 
 
What is Blue Flag certification? 

 Blue Flag certification is a globally 
recognised eco-label accorded on the 
basis of 33 stringent criteria in four major 
heads which are environmental education 
and information, bathing water quality, 
environmental management and 
conservation and safety and services in 
the beaches. 

 The Blue Flag beach is an eco-tourism 
model endeavouring to provide the 
tourists/beachgoers clean and hygienic 
bathing water, facilities, a safe and 
healthy environment and sustainable 
development of the area. 

 The recommendations are done by an 
independent national jury composed of 
eminent environmentalists and scientists. 

 
6.Under whose chairmanship the union 
education ministry constituted a 12-member 
committee to develop new curriculums for 
school, early childhood, teacher and adult 
education? 
A. Mahesh Chandra Pant 
B. Govind Prasad Sharma 
C. K Kasturirangan 
D. Najma Akhtar 
E. TV Kattimani 
 
Correct Answer – C. K Kasturirangan 
Explanation: The Union education ministry on 
Tuesday formed a 12-member committee to 
develop new curriculums for school, early 
childhood, teacher and adult education.The 
panel tasked with developing four national 
curriculum frameworks (NCFs) will be headed by 
National Education Policy-2020 (NEP-2020) 
drafting committee chairperson K 
Kasturirangan.Kasturirangan is also a former 
chief of the Indian Space Research Organisation 
(ISRO).According to the terms of reference of the 
committee, it will develop four NCFs for school 
education, early childhood care and education, 
teacher education and adult education, keeping 
in focus all the recommendations of NEP-2020 
related to these four areas for proposing 
curriculum reforms. 
 
7. Name the Indian personality who is among 
the new Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) 
Advocates been appointed by United Nations 
Secretary-General António Guterres? 
A. Sachin Tendulkar 
B. Kailash Satyarthi 
C. Sunita Narayan 
D. Medha Patar 
E. Amitabh Bachchan 
 
Correct Answer – B. Kailash Satyarthi 
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Explanation: United Nations Secretary-General 
António Guterres has appointed four new 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) Advocates, 
ahead of 76th UN General Assembly.Four newly 
appointed advocates are: Nobel Peace Laureate 
Kailash Satyarthi, STEM activist Valentina Muñoz 
Rabanal, Microsoft President Brad Smith and K-
pop superstars BLACKPINK (South Korean girl 
group).With this, UN now has total 16 SDG 
Advocates.SDG Advocates are prominent leaders 
in the world who work to mobilize action to 
deliver the 17 SDGs by 2030, using their 
considerable spheres of influence. 
 
8. Who has launched ‘National Single Window 
System (NSWS)’ for the investors and 
businesses? 
A. Anurag Thakur 
B. Nirmala Sitharaman 
C. Narendra Modi 
D. Piyush Goyal 
E. Ashwini Vaishnav 
 
Correct Answer – D. Piyush Goyal 
Explanation:  Union Minister, Piyush Goyal has 
launched ‘National Single Window System 
(NSWS)’ for the investors and businesses.NSWS: 
single window portal that will act as a one-stop-
shop for investors or entrepreneur, to get 
approvals and clearances needed from 
Government.It shall give freedom from legacy of 
running to government offices for approvals and 
registrations needed by investors, entrepreneurs, 
and businesses in India.Currently, portal hosts 
approvals across 18 Central Departments and 9 
States. 
 
9. International Day of Sign Languages (IDSL) is 
observed every year on which date to raise 
awareness on sign languages and strengthen the 
status about sign languages? 
A. 20th September 
B. 21st September 
C. 22nd September 
D. 23rd September 

E. 24th September 
 

Correct Answer – D. 23rd September 
Explanation: International Day of Sign Languages 
(IDSL) is being observed annually on 23 
September across the world to raise awareness 
on sign languages and strengthen the status 
about sign languages.IDSL Theme 2021: We Sign 
For Human Rights.The date of 23 September has 
been chosen to mark IDSL as it commemorates 
establishment of the World Federation of the 
Deaf on 23 September 1951.It was first 
celebrated in 2018 as the International Week of 
the Deaf. 
 
10. Which country has decided to set up an e-
commerce regulatory body to monitor the 
sector properly? 
A. Nepal 
B. Bhutan 
C. Bangladesh 
D.Sri Lanka 
E. Maldives 
 
Correct Answer – C. Bangladesh 
Explanation: Bangladesh govt will set up an e-
commerce regulatory body to monitor the sector 
properly.The step has been taken after major e-
commerce company of Bangladesh allegedly 
cheated consumers worth hundreds of 
crores.Other proposals include formation of a 
central complaint management cell, mandatory 
registration, action against schemers and 
amending the Digital Security Act and Money 
Laundering Prevention Act. 
 
11. In September 2021, the anniversary of which 
of the following schemes is being celebrated 
as 'Arogya Manthan 3.0'? 
A. Aam Admi Bima Yojana (AABY) 
B. Rashtriya Swasthiya Bima Yojana (RSBY) 
C. Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana 
D. Bhamashah Swasthya Bima Yojana 
E.  Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya 
Yojana (AB PMJAY) 
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Correct Answer: E.  Ayushman Bharat Pradhan 
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB PMJAY) 
Explanation: Union Minister for Health Mansukh 
Mandaviya will inaugurate the virtual inaugural 
session of the third anniversary of AB PMJAY, 
which will be celebrated as 'Arogya Manthan 
3.0', on September 23, 2021. The anniversary of 
the AB-PMJAY is also observed as 'Ayushman 
Bharat Diwas'. AB PM-JAY stands for Ayushman 
Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya 
Yojana.Ayushman Bharat PM-JAY is a centrally 
sponsored scheme with the vision to achieve 
Universal Health Coverage (UHC). The Ayushman 
Bharat PM-JAY scheme aims to provide free and 
cashless healthcare services up to Rs 5 lacs per 
family per year, for secondary and tertiary care 
hospitalizations to over 10.74 crore poor families. 
This scheme was launched on 23rd September 
2018 in Ranchi, Jharkhand by the Hon’ble Prime 
Minister of India, Shri Narendra Modi. 
 
12. Which of the following companies 
has become the first Indian SaaS startup to be 
listed on Nasdaq? 
A. BYJU'S 
B. Unacademy 
C. ThoughtSpot 
D. HighRadius 
E. Freshworks 
 
Correct Answer – E. Freshworks 
Explanation: Tech firm Freshworks on 22 
September 2021 made its debut on the Nasdaq 
stock exchange after a billion-dollar IPO, making 
it the first Indian SaaS company to list on the 
American bourse. The San Mateo, California-
headquartered software as a service (SaaS) 
company was founded in 2010 by Girish 
Mathrubootham and Shan Krishnasamy in 
Chennai. Freshworks has in the last 10 years 
reached a revenue scale of more than USD 300 
million.  

13. Which of the following has announced the 
appointment of its advisory board, comprising 

Ashima Goyal, Sandeep Parekh, Douglas Arner, 
Pramit Pal Chaudhuri, and Dilip Cherian? 
A. Policy 1.05 
B. Policy 3.03 
C. Policy 4.0 
D. Policy 5.0 
E. Policy 6.4 
 

Correct Answer – C. Policy 4.0 
Explanation: Digital currency policy research 
body, Policy 4.0, has announced the appointment 
of its advisory board. The board comprises 
Ashima Goyal, member of the RBI’s monetary 
policy committee, Sandeep Parekh, former 
regulator with SEBI, Douglas Arner, Pramit Pal 
Chaudhuri, and Dilip Cherian etc. Policy 4.0 is a 
unique Indian policy advisory body focused on 
emerging technology that develops research and 
advisory for decision-makers. 

14. Which of the following cities has topped the 
Global Startup Ecosystem Report 2021? 
A. Delhi  
B. Mumbai 
C. Bangalore 
D. Silicon Valley 
E. Paris 
 
Correct Answer – D. Silicon Valley 
Explanation: Bangalore rose three spots to be 
ranked 23rd in an annual analysis of the world’s 
most favourable ecosystems to build a globally 
successful startup, according to Global Startup 
Ecosystem Report 2021. The report is topped by 
Silicon Valley in California. Delhi ranked 36th 
position in the report, with Mumbai topping a 
parallel 'Top Emerging Ecosystems' ranking for 
the 2nd yr in a row. 

The research shows that Indian startups raised 
USD 12.1 billion in the first half of the year 2021, 
demonstrating the rapid growth of India as a 
global hub for tech and innovation. The city of 
Bengaluru and the surrounding state of 
Karnataka is also the world's 4th largest 
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technology and innovation cluster and home to 
more than 400+ global R&D centers. 

15. In September 2021, a research has shown 
that the people of which country bear genetic 
signatures from three ancient populations 
rather than just two as previously thought? 
A. South Korea 
B. China 
C. Japan 
D. France 
E. Italy 
 
Correct Answer – C. Japan 
Explanation:  A research has shown that the 
people of Japan bear genetic signatures from 
three ancient populations rather than just two as 
previously thought. The oldest of the skeletons 
from which DNA was extracted for the study was 
a female dating around 9,000 years ago from a 
Jomon period site in Ehime Prefecture. The study 

has been published in the journal Science 
Advances.. 

Previous research had suggested the two main 
genetic origins of modern-day Japanese 
populations were the original hunter-gatherers 
who lived during the Jomon period and the 
farmers who migrated to Japan during the Yayoi 
period. Ancient Japan can be split into three key 
time periods: Jomon period (13,000 B.C. to 300 
B.C.), a time when a small population of hunter-
gatherers who were proficient in pottery lived 
exclusively on the island; Yayoi period (900 B.C. 
to A.D. 300), when farmers migrated to Japan 
from East Asia and developed agriculture; Kofun 
period (A.D. 300 to 700), when modern-day 
Japan began to take shape. 

 Japan: Capital – Tokyo.  

 Currency – Japanese yen.  

 Prime Minister – Yoshihide Suga.  

 National Sport – Sumo wrestling 

24th September 2021
1.Who has been conferred with the SDG 
Progress award for steady progress in achieving 
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)? 
A. Sher Bahadur Deuba 
B. Xi Jinping 
C. Imran Khan 
D. Sheikh Hasina 
E. Narendra Modi 
 
Correct Answer: D. Sheikh Hasina 
Explanation: The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra 
Modi at the India-Bangladesh virtual bilateral 
summit, in New Delhi.The Government of 
India and Bangladesh held a virtual summit to 
hold comprehensive discussions on the entire 
spectrum of the bilateral relationship, including 
further strengthening cooperation in the post-
COVID-19 era.The meeting was led by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and his Bangladesh 
counterpart Sheikh Hasina. 

During the summit: 

The two leaders jointly inaugurated the Chilahati-
Haldibari rail link, which would connect the 
borders of the two neighbouring countries. The 
rail route lies between Haldibari in West Bengal 
and Chilahati in Bangladesh. It is re-opened after 
a gap of 55 years. The railway line has been 
defunct after rail links between India and then 
East Pakistan snapped in 1965.Both the leaders 
also digitally inaugurated the digital exhibition in 
the honour of Mahatma Gandhi and 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rehman.The Indian 
side also released a postal stamp to 
commemorate Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman.Apart from this, the two sides signed 7 
MoUs and agreements in various fields. 

Important Points:  
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 Prime Minister of Bangladesh: Sheikh 
Hasina;  

 Capital: Dhaka;  

 Currency: Taka 

2. When is the International Day of Sign 
Languages observed? 
A. 22 September 
B. 21 September 
C. 23 September 
D. 20 September 
E. 24 September 
 
Correct Answer – C. 23 September 
Explanation: The International Day of Sign 
Languages (IDSL) is celebrated annually across 
the world on 23 September. This day is 
celebrated to raise awareness of sign languages 
and strengthen the status of sign languages. The 
theme for the 2021 International Day of Sign 
Languages is “We Sign For Human 
Rights” highlighting how each of us – deaf and 
hearing people around the world – can work 
together hand in hand to promote the 
recognition of our right to use sign languages in 
all areas of life. 

History of International Day of Sign Languages: 

The proposal for the Day came from the World 
Federation of the Deaf (WFD), a federation of 
135 national associations of deaf people, 
representing approximately 70 million deaf 
people’s human rights worldwide. The choice of 
23 September commemorates the date that the 
WFD was established in 1951. The International 
Day of Sign Languages was first celebrated 
in 2018 as part of the International Week of the 
Deaf. 

Important Points: 

 World Federation of the Deaf 
President: Joseph J. Murray. 

 World Federation of the Deaf 
Founded: 23 September 1951, Rome, 
Italy. 

 World Federation of the Deaf 
Headquarters location: Helsinki, Finland. 

3. Yes Bank has recently tied up with which 
payment network to offer the credit card to its 
customers? 
A. Discover 
B. Mastercard 
C. American Express 
D. Rupay 
E. Visa 
 

Correct Answer – E. Visa 
Explanation: The Reserve Bank of India has 
imposed restrictions on Mastercard Asia/Pacific 
Private Limited for adding new domestic 
customers from 22nd July 2021. MasterCard will 
not be allowed to add customers, be it for debit, 
credit or pre-paid cards onto its network as the 
entity has failed to comply with the directions on 
Storage of Payment System Data. 

This order will not impact existing Mastercard 
customers, RBI asked the company to inform all 
card-issuing banks and non-banks to conform to 
these directions. It may be recalled that RBI had 
issued a circular in April 2018, directing all system 
providers to ensure that all information related 
to payments systems operated by them are 
stored in India. All the firms were given a period 
of six months to comply and report compliance 
to RBI. 

4. How many SDG Advocates are appointed by 
UN Secretary General till date to deliver the 17 
SDGs by 2030? 
A. 16 
B. 12 
C. 19 
D. 11 
E. 10 
 
Correct Answer – A. 16 
Explanation: Nobel Peace Laureate Kailash 
Satyarthi has been appointed by UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres as a Sustainable 
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Development Goals (SDG) Advocate in the 76th 
UN General Assembly. Guterres appointed 
Satyarthi, STEM activist Valentina Munoz 
Rabanal, Microsoft President Brad Smith and K-
pop superstars BLACKPINK as new SDG 
Advocates. With this, the UN now has total of 16 
SDG Advocates. 

About the SDG Advocates: 

The SDG Advocates use their considerable 
spheres of influence to reach new constituencies 
to act now and keep the promise of the 
Sustainable Development Goals for people and 
for the planet.The UN said climate action, 
bridging the digital divide, gender equality and 
the promotion of the rights of children are key 
issues to be championed by the new SDG 
Advocates.The SDG Advocates are prominent 
leaders in the world who work to mobilise action 
to deliver the 17 SDGs by 2030, using their 
considerable spheres of influence. 

5. Name the Indian who has been appointed as 
one of the 17 SDG Advocate by the UN 
Secretary-General in 2021. 
A. Sonam Wangchuk 
B. Anand Kumar 
C. Laxmi Agarwal 
D. Kailash Satyarthi 
E. Ravish Kumar 
 
Correct Answer – D. Kailash Satyarthi 
Explanation: Nobel Peace Laureate Kailash 
Satyarthi has been appointed by UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres as a Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDG) Advocate in the 76th 
UN General Assembly. Guterres appointed 
Satyarthi, STEM activist Valentina Munoz 
Rabanal, Microsoft President Brad Smith and K-
pop superstars BLACKPINK as new SDG 
Advocates. With this, the UN now has total of 16 
SDG Advocates. 

About the SDG Advocates: 

The SDG Advocates use their considerable 
spheres of influence to reach new constituencies 
to act now and keep the promise of the 
Sustainable Development Goals for people and 
for the planet.The UN said climate action, 
bridging the digital divide, gender equality and 
the promotion of the rights of children are key 
issues to be championed by the new SDG 
Advocates.The SDG Advocates are prominent 
leaders in the world who work to mobilise action 
to deliver the 17 SDGs by 2030, using their 
considerable spheres of influence. 

6. What is the authorized capital of the India 
Debt Resolution Company Ltd (IDRCL), set up 
the government of India to clean up bad loans? 
A. Rs 50 Crore 
B. Rs 100 Crore 
C. Rs 150 Crore 
D. Rs 200 Crore 
E. Rs 250 Crore 

Correct Answer – A. Rs 50 Crore 
Explanation: Govt has set up an asset 
management company (AMC) named India Debt 
Resolution Company Ltd (IDRCL) with paid-up 
capital of Rs. 80.5 lakh on an authorized capital 
of Rs 50 crore.IDRCL will work in collaboration 
with National Asset Reconstruction Company Ltd 
(NARCL) to clean up bad loans.Shareholders of 
IDRCL: Bank of Baroda, Punjab National Bank, 
Bank of India, Bank of Maharashtra, SBI, Union 
Bank of India, Canara Bank, Indian Bank and IDBI 
Bank.IDRCL is a service company/operational 
entity which will manage the asset and engage 
market professionals and turnaround experts. 

7. With which country, India holds the first Joint 
Working Group (JWG) meeting on Coal and 
Mines through Video conferencing? 
A. Australia 
B. US 
C. Indonesia 
D. China 
E. Germany 

Correct Answer – A. Australia 
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Explanation: India and Australia held the first 
Joint Working Group (JWG) meeting on Coal and 
Mines through Video conferencing.It is a 
precursor to the upcoming India-Australia Energy 
Dialogue scheduled to be held next month.The 
meeting was co-chaired by Additional Secretary 
in Ministry of Coal Vinod Kumar Tiwari from the 
Indian side and Head of Resources Division Paul 
Trotman from the Australian side.The discussions 
focused on Indian coal resources in the present 
and future scenario, critical and strategic 
minerals-demand and supply scenario and 
engagements with Australian counterpart.They 
also discussed India Australia collaboration on 
Clean Coal Technology, Surface Coal Gasification, 
Coal Bed Methane, sharing of Technology 
deployed for fire quenching, Coal Based 
Hydrogen and Carbon Capture Utilization and 
Storage. 

8. Renowned personality Ramanuj Prasad Singh 
passed away recently, he was a veteran 
_______. 
A. Politician 
B. Actor 
C. News Reader 
D. Mathematician 
E. Environmentalist 

Correct Answer – C. News Reader 
Explanation: Former Hindi Newsreader of All 
India Radio Ramanuj Prasad Singh (86 years) 
passed away in Gurugram.He served AIR for 3 
decades and became a well-known name among 
the common people for his news reading for 
years. 

9. What is the moto the Beijing 2022 Winter 
Olympics? 
A. Together we can 
B. Together we fight with Crisis 
C. Faster, Higher, Stronger - Together 
D. Together for a Shared Future 
E. United by Emotion 
 

Correct Answer – D. Together for a Shared 
Future 
Explanation:  The Beijing 2022 Winter Olympics 
unveiled its official motto, “Together for a Shared 
Future”, during a ceremony at the city’s Capital 
Museum in Beijing, China.This motto embodies 
the Olympic spirit, the Chinese way of revealing 
the Olympic spirit. That’s because ‘together’ 
embodies a type of unity, cohesion and way of 
overcoming difficulties.The Games will be held 
from Feb. 4-20, with Beijing set to become the 
first city to host both the Summer and Winter 
Olympics. 

10. Who is the author of the book titled 
‘Dancing with Dreams,’? 
A. Y Sri Lakshmi 
B. Rama Mohana Rao 
C. Adityanath Das 
D. Ram Mohan 
E. Pratap Reddy 
 
Correct Answer – C. Adityanath Das 
Explanation:  Chief Minister YS Jagan Mohan 
Reddy released a book titled ‘Dancing with 
Dreams,’ a collection of poems penned by chief 
secretary Adityanath Das.The poems reflect the 
inner journey of the poet.They assert that 
whatever may be the tensions and turbulence, 
inside or outside, one can still remain humane. 

11. The centre has launched which of the 
following additional initiatives under Ayushman 
Bharat – Pradhan Mantri Jan Aarogya Yojana 
(AB PM-JAY) scheme, in September 2021? 
A. Hospital Help Desk Kiosk 
B. Beneficiary Facilitation Agency 
C. PMJAY Command Centre and Nudge Unit 
D. Both 1 and 2 
E. All 1, 2 and 3 
 
Correct Answer: E. All 1, 2 and 3 
Explanation: The centre has launched additional 
initiatives under Ayushman Bharat – Pradhan 
Mantri Jan Aarogya Yojana (AB PM-JAY) scheme. 
These include such as Hospital Help Desk Kiosk, 
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Beneficiary Facilitation Agency, PMJAY Command 
Centre and Nudge Unit and revamped PM-JAY 
technology platform. The initiatives will be 
undertaken by the National Health Authority, the 
implementing agency for the scheme. 

Ayushman Bharat was launched as 
recommended by the National Health Policy 
2017, to achieve the vision of Universal Health 
Coverage (UHC). This initiative has been designed 
to meet Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
and its underlining commitment, which is to 
"leave no one behind." Ayushman Bharat adopts 
a continuum of care approach, comprising of two 
inter-related components, which are – Health 
and Wellness Centres (HWCs). Pradhan Mantri 
Jan Arogya Yojana (PM-JAY). Ayushman Bharat 
PM-JAY is the largest health assurance scheme in 
the world which aims at providing a health cover 
of Rs. 5 lakhs per family per year for secondary 
and tertiary care hospitalization to over 10.74 
crores poor and vulnerable families 
(approximately 50 crore beneficiaries) that form 
the bottom 40% of the Indian population. 

12. In September 2021, which of the following 
states has unveiled its Agar Policy 2021? 
A. Mizoram  
B. Uttar Pradesh 
C. Meghalaya 
D. Manipur 
E. Tripura 
 
Correct Answer – E. Tripura 
Explanation: Tripura Chief Minister Biplab Deb 
has unveiled the 'Tripura Agar Policy 2021' which 
aims to transform the economy of the state. The 
policy aims to double the agarwood plantations 
by the year 2025. The potential of Agar trade in 
the state is estimated to be around Rs 2,000 
crores. The scientific name of the Agar tree, an 
aromatic plant, is Aquilaria malaccensis.The first-
ever two-day Buyer-Seller Meet on the 
Agarwood Products of Tripura concluded at 
Agartala on 22 Sept 2021. The meet was jointly 
organised by the Confederation of Indian 

Industry (CII), Non-Timber Forest Product Centre 
of Excellence, Forest Department of Tripura 
government and Tripura SCATFORM Project. 

13. Which of the following was announced as 
the winner in the "Best Use of Digital 
Technology" category at the CIPS Excellence in 
Procurement Awards 2021 (CIPS Awards)? 
A. Government e-Marketplace 
B. Aarogya Setu 
C. MyGov 
D. UMANG 
E. mParivahan 
 

Correct Answer – A. Government e-Marketplace 
Explanation: Government e-Marketplace (GeM) 
was announced as the winner in the "Best Use of 
Digital Technology" category at the CIPS 
Excellence in Procurement Awards 2021 (CIPS 
Awards). The CIPS Awards are conducted under 
the aegis of The Chartered Institute of 
Procurement & Supply (CIPS), London. CIPS is a 
global not-for-profit organisation dedicated to 
promoting good practices in procurement.GeM 
has brought its technology-driven innovations 
and strategic business processes in pursuit of 
three fundamental goals — driving transparency, 
efficiency and inclusiveness in public 
procurement. The portal offers a cashless, 
contactless, and paperless experience for sellers 
and buyers, and serves as an end-to-end solution 
for procurement of common use goods and 
services by government buyers. 

14. In September 2021, who among of the 
following has been re-elected as PTI Chairman? 
A. Kalli Purie 
B. Arnab Goswami 
C. Rajnish Ahuja 
D. Aveek Sarkar 
E. Sayeed Ansari 
 
Correct Answer – D. Aveek Sarkar 
Explanation: Aveek Sarkar was on 23 September 
2021 re-elected as Chairman of Press Trust of 
India (PTI) for the next two-year term.He is also 
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the Editor Emeritus and Vice Chairman of the 
Ananda Bazar Group of Publications. Sarkar was 
the founding Managing Director of Penguin India, 
the Indian counterpart of Penguin Books and the 
founding Editor of Business Standard. 

15. Who will inaugurate the first edition of the 
Himalayan Film Festival (THFF) in September 
2021? 
A. Prem Kumar Dhumal 
B. Anurag Thakur 
C. Jyotiraditya Scindia 
D. Mansukh Mandaviya 
E. Nisith Pramanik 
 
Correct Answer – B. Anurag Thakur 
Explanation: Information and Broadcasting 
Minister Anurag Thakur will inaugurate the first 
edition of the Himalayan Film Festival (THFF) on 
24 September 2021. The festival spanning five 

days is being held at Leh, Ladakh from September 
24 to 28.The festival is being organised in 
collaboration with the Directorate of Film 
Festivals under the Union Ministry of Information 
and Broadcasting. 

The five-day festival will include the screening of 
a “package of contemporary National awards and 
Indian panorama selected films”. The festival is 
also set to have a diverse set of workshops and 
master classes will be organised wherein 
filmmakers, critics, technicians from the 
Himalayan region shall be invited to impart 
knowledge and skill to local film enthusiasts. 
Short films and short documentaries have also 
been invited to the competition section. The 
awards are for Best Film, to be given to director 
and producer, Best Cinematography, Best Editor 
& Best Story. 

25th September 2021
1. The government of India accepts _____ 
resignation as interlocutor for Naga peace talks. 
A. Ramesh Bais 
B. Bandaru Dattatraya 
C. Acharya Dev Vrat 
D. Phagu Chauhan 
E. RN Ravi 
 
Correct Answer: E. RN Ravi 
Explanation: The government of India accepts RN 
Ravi’s resignation as interlocutor for Naga peace 
talks. Ravi has negotiated for several years with 
key insurgent groups for the signing of the Naga 
Peace Accord. Recently, R N Ravi has been 
appointed as governor of Tamil Nadu. Akshay 
Mishra is likely to be appointed as the new peace 
talks interlocutor. He is serving in the Intelligence 
Bureau. 

Agreement with NSCN-IM: 

In recent years, the Naga peace process has 
derailed due to the deteriorating relationship 

between the National Socialist Council of 
Nagaland-(Isak Muivah) with the Centre, and 
Ravi.The Nagaland Peace Accord framework was 
signed on 3 August 2015 by the Government of 
India, and the National Socialist Council of 
Nagaland (NSCN).Greater Nagaland covering the 
area of its neighbouring states and Myanmar is 
the main demand of the National Socialist 
Council of Nagaland (NSCN). 

2. Who among the following has been selected 
for the 2021 Campaign Award by the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation? 
A. Jenifer Colpas 
B. Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka 
C. Satta Sheriff 
D. Fairooz Faizah Beether 
E. Bhanumati Gheewala 
 
Correct Answer – C. Satta Sheriff 
Explanation: The Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation announced its annual 
Goalkeepers ‘Global Goals Awards’ 2021, as part 
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of its annual Goalkeepers campaign. Goalkeepers 
is the foundation’s campaign to accelerate 
progress towards the Sustainable Development 
Goals (Global Goals). By sharing stories and data 
behind the Global Goals through an annual 
report, we hope to inspire a new generation of 
leaders—Goalkeepers who raise awareness of 
progress, hold their leaders accountable, and 
drive action to achieve the Global Goals. 

The award were given in following categories: 

The 2021 Global Goalkeeper Award: 

Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka, former United 
Nations under-secretary-general and executive 
director of UN Women. She has been honoured 
for fighting for gender equality and her 
continued advocacy to address the Covid-19 
pandemic’s disproportionate impact on women 
and girls. This award recognises a leader who has 
driven progress on a global scale toward 
achieving sustainable development goals (SDGs). 

The 2021 Progress Award : 

Jenifer Colpas from Colombia, for her work which 
centres around improving access to clean water 
and sanitation. Colpas is the co-founder and 
executive director of Tierra Grata, a social 
enterprise that develops low-cost, easy-to-install 
solutions providing access to clean energy, safe 
water, and sanitation services to rural 
communities in Colombia. This award celebrates 
an individual who supports progress using 
science, technology, or business. 

The 2021 Campaign Award : 

Satta Sheriff of Liberia, for her work promoting 
gender equality. Sheriff is the founder and 
executive director of Action for Justice and 
Human Rights (AJHR), a youth-led NGO which 
ensure access to justice and respect for human 
rights in Liberia, with a focus on women and girls. 
This award celebrates a campaign that has raised 

awareness or built a community by inspiring 
action and creating change. 

 

3. Who has been appointed as Secretary in the 
Ministry of Civil Aviation? 
A. Rajiv Bansal 
B. Shekhar C. Mande 
C. Anuradha Prasad 
D. Vikram Rana 
E. Sanjay Singh 
 
Correct Answer – A. Rajiv Bansal 
Explanation: Rajiv Bansal appointed as Secretary 
in the Ministry of Civil Aviation. Bansal is 
currently Chairman & Managing Director (CMD) 
of Air India. He is a 1988-batch IAS Nagaland 
cadre, Bansal was serving as additional secretary 
in the Ministry of Petroleum & Natural 
Gas before Air India. He will replace the current 
Aviation Secretary Pradeep Singh Kharola, who 
retires on 30 September. Last year in February, 
Bansal was appointed as the chairman and 
managing director of Air India for a second time. 
His appointment came just days after the 
government announced 100% stake sale of the 
debt-ridden Air India. 

4. Which of the following Indian state will host 
the Men’s Hockey Junior World Cup? 
A. Maharashtra 
B. Haryana 
C. Punjab 
D. Uttar Pradesh 
E. Odisha 
 
Correct Answer – E. Odisha 
Explanation:Odisha will host the Men’s Hockey 
Junior World Cup at the Kalinga Stadium here 
from November 24 to December 5. Hockey India 
had recently approached the Odisha government 
to support them for the Men’s Junior World Cup 
to be held in two months time. Patnaik also 
unveiled the logo and the trophy for the 
event. Lucknow had hosted the tournament’s last 
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edition in 2016 where India claimed the 
honours.At the upcoming event, 16 nations will 
vie for the title. The participating teams are India, 
Korea, Malaysia, Pakistan, South Africa, Egypt, 
Belgium, England, France, Germany, the 
Netherlands, Spain, USA, Canada, Chile and 
Argentina. 

Important Points: 

 Chief Minister of Odisha: Naveen Patnaik 
and Governor is Ganeshi Lal. 

5. ________ and SBI Card launch co-branded 
RuPay contactless credit card offering fuel and 
other benefits. 
A. ONGC 
B. BPCL 
C. IOCL 
D. HP 
E. BHEL 
 
Correct Answer- B. BPCL 
Explanation: Bharat Petroleum Corporation 

Limited (BPCL) and SBI Card have joined hands to 

launch the ‘BPCL SBI Card co-branded RuPay 

Contactless Credit Card, offering fuel and other 

benefits. The card will provide rewarding fuel 

savings and other benefits to the customers. 

Cardholders will also get accelerated savings on 

other categories of spends, which include 

groceries, departmental stores, dining, and 

movies. 

The facility of the card: 

As per the details revealed, users of BPCL SBI 

Card RuPay will get 13X reward points on 

every ₹100 spent on fuel purchases at BPCL 

petrol pumps and 1% fuel surcharge waiver on 

every transaction up to ₹4,000.This will translate 

to a 4.25% value back. Customers using this card 

will earn 2,000 activation bonus reward points 

worth ₹500 on payment of the joining fee. 

Important Points: 

 CMD Of Bharat Petroleum Corporation 

Ltd: Arun Kumar Singh; 

 Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd 

Headquarters: Mumbai; 

 Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd 

Founded: 1952. 

 SBI Card MD and CEO: Rama Mohan Rao 

Amara; 

 SBI Card Founded: October 1998; 

 SBI Card Headquarters: Gurugram, 

Haryana. 

6. The Tribal Cooperative Marketing 
Development Federation of India Limited 
(TRIFED) has entered into a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with which e-grocery 
platform for the promotion and sale of natural 
Van Dhan products? 
A. BigBasket 

B. Flipkart Supermart 

C. Grofers 

D. Amazon Pantry 

E. Nature’s Basket 

Correct Answer – A. BigBasket 
Explanation: The Tribal Cooperative Marketing 

Development Federation of India Limited 

(TRIFED) and e-grocery platform Big Basket have 

entered into a Memorandum of Understanding 

(MoU) for the promotion and sale of natural Van 

Dhan products being made available to Big 

Basket from Van Dhan production units.With 

this, Big Basket will be able to enrich its portfolio 

through the of hand-made authentic forest 

products sourced by the tribal population.These 

strategic collaborations of TRIFED – TRIBES INDIA 

will help Van Dhan tribal beneficiaries in remote 

areas to overcome challenges restricting their 

access to domestic and international markets. 
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7. NITI Aayog has partnered with which 
education firm to provide free education to 
children in 112 Aspirational Districts? 
A. Unacademy 

B. Byju’s 

C. Classplus 

D. Doubtnut 

E. Vedantu 

Correct Answer – B. Byju’s 
Explanation: NITI Aayog has partnered with 

Byju’s to provide free access to Byju’s high-

quality and tech-driven learning programs to 

children from 112 Aspirational districts of the 

country.Under this, dedicated working group will 

be established that will create knowledge, 

innovation, and strategy support system, as well 

as actively monitor and evaluate programme 

implementation to enable efficacy and ensure 

better scope of delivery.It WILL empower the 

children from underserved communities and 

locations with tech-enabled learning and access 

to quality education. 

8. Which CPSE is set to become the 11th 
Maharatna central public sector enterprise 
(CPSE)? 
A. Bharat Electronics Limited 

B. Power Finance Corp. Ltd 

C. Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited 

D. Engineers India Limited 

E. Container Corporation of India Limited 

Correct Answer – B. Power Finance Corp. Ltd 
Explanation: Power Finance Corp. Ltd (PFC) is set 

to become the 11th Maharatna central public 

sector enterprise (CPSE), with an inter-ministerial 

committee clearing the Navratna last week for 

this.This comes against the backdrop of the 

government using power sector lenders such as 

PFC and REC Ltd to instil financial discipline at 

state-owned electricity distribution companies 

(discoms).The Maharatna dispensation was 

ushered in by the Union government for mega 

CPSEs to become global giants. PFC, India’s 

largest non-banking financial company (NBFC) 

and among the 14 Navratna CPSEs, can invest up 

to ₹5,000 crore, or 15% of its net worth, in a 

single project apart from being granted enhanced 

powers by the government for undertaking 

mergers and acquisitions once it gets the 

Maharatna status. Navratna and Miniratna CPSEs 

can invest up to ₹1,000 crore and ₹500 crore, 

respectively. 

9. Which state government has launched a 
mobile music classroom and recording studio 
which aims to assist children of government 
schools in pursuing their passion for music? 
A. Uttar Pradesh 
B. Maharshtra 
C. Delhi 
D. Telangana 
E. Karnataka 
 

Correct Answer – C. Delhi 
Explanation: Deputy Chief Minister Manish 

Sisodia on Saturday launched a mobile music 

classroom and recording studio which aims to 

assist children of Delhi government schools in 

pursuing their passion for music.The Delhi 

government claimed that it is India's first 'Mobile 

Music Bus' , and aims to train children through a 

media-based curriculum, including audio 

production and film production, to help them 

build sustainable careers in these fields.The 

project is likely to benefit 5,000 children.Under 

this project, a bus has been transformed into a 

moving music class, a high-quality music 

recording studio and a performing stage. 

This 'Mobile Music Bus' will reach 5,000 children 

from government schools as well as low-income 

communities in Delhi to enable learning through 
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music through regular workshops conducted by 

trained facilitators.The 'Music Bus Studio' is also 

equipped with a Smart TV which will be used to 

share digital educational music videos on issues 

related to social-emotional health and well-

being. 

10. For which bank the BLS International 
Services Ltd has been selected as National 
Business Correspondent to deliver banking 
services in urban, semi-urban and rural areas 
across the country.? 
A. State Bank of India 
B. Bank of India 
C. Bank of Baroda 
D. Punjab National Bank 
E. Canara Bank 
 
Correct Answer – A. State Bank of India 
Explanation: BLS International Services Ltd has 

been selected as National Business 

Correspondent for State Bank of India (SBI) to 

deliver banking services in urban, semi-urban and 

rural areas across the country.It would deliver 

last mile banking services to support the financial 

inclusion mission of Indian government.BLS will 

soon initiate banking services like savings bank 

deposits, fixed deposit, recurring deposit, 

remittances, micro pension, micro insurance, 

account open with e-KYC, AEPS mini statement, 

passbook printing for SBI account holders spread 

across India. 

11. In September 2021, the World Health 
Organization has announced the appointment 
of whom as WHO Ambassador for Global Health 
Financing? 
A. Tony Blair 
B. David Cameron 
C. John Major  
D. Gordon Brown 
E. Donald John Trump 

 
Correct Answer: D. Gordon Brown 
Explanation:  The World Health Organization 

has announced the appointment of Gordon 

Brown, former Prime Minister of the UK, as WHO 

Ambassador for Global Health Financing. He is 

widely credited with preventing a second Great 

Depression through his stewardship of the 2009 

London G20 summit. Brown served as Chancellor 

of the Exchequer in the Tony Blair government 

from 1997 to 2007. 

WHO:  

 Headquarters – Geneva, Switzerland.  

 Founded In – 1948.  

 Director-General – Tedros Adhanom 

12. Khadi and Village Industries Commission 
(KVIC) has set up Odisha’s first-ever tussar silk 
yarn production centre in which district? 
A. Kendrapara 
B. Cuttack 
C. Jajpur 
D. Ganjam 
E. Koraput 
 
Correct Answer – B. Cuttack 
Explanation: Khadi and Village Industries 

Commission (KVIC) has set up Odisha’s first-ever 

tussar silk yarn production centre at Choudwar in 

the Cuttack district.The centre will ensure local 

availability of tussar silk yarn, create local 

employment and reduce production costs.Tussar 

silk is one of the finest varieties of silk. Silk 

comprises nearly 75% of the total khadi fabric 

production in Odisha. 

Odisha:  

 Chief Minister – Naveen Patnaik.  

 Governor – Ganeshi Lal.  

 Number of Districts – 30.  
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 Lok Sabha seats – 21.  

 Rajya Sabha seats – 10 

13. In September 2021, Competition 
Commission of India has imposed ₹750 crore 
penalty on which of the following for alleged 
cartelization? 
A. Tilaknagar Industries Ltd. 
B. United Breweries Ltd 
C. Reliance Industries 
D. Radico Khaitan 
E. Jubilant FoodWorks 
 

Correct Answer – B. United Breweries Ltd 
Explanation: Competition Commission of 

India has imposed ₹750 cr penalty on United 

Breweries Ltd. and ₹120 cr on Carlsberg India Pvt. 

Ltd. for alleged cartelization. It found these two 

companies and SABMiller India Ltd. to have 

engaged in price co-ordination, supply 

restrictions and market sharing in different states 

in breach of law. It has given benefit of 40% 

reduction in penalty to United Breweries.The 

companies were found to have engaged in price 

coordination in Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, 

Maharashtra, Odisha, Rajasthan, West Bengal, 

National Capital Territory of Delhi and Union 

Territory of Puducherry. Besides, they were 

found "collectively restricting the supply of beer 

in the states of Maharashtra, Odisha and West 

Bengal" 

14. In September 2021, Union Minister for 
Cooperation Amit Shah would address India's 
first cooperative conference under Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi's vision of "Sahakar se 
Samriddhi" in which city? 
A. Mumbai 
B.  Lucknow 
C. New Delhi 
D. Gandhinagar 
E. Jaipur 
 

Correct Answer – C. New Delhi 
Explanation: Union Home Minister and Minister 

for Cooperation Amit Shah would address India's 

first cooperative conference under Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi's vision of "Sahakar se 

Samriddhi" on 25 September 2021. He will 

address the conference at Indira Gandhi Indoor 

Stadium in New Delhi.India's first cooperative 

conference is being organised by the country's 

leading cooperative organisation IFFCO, National 

Cooperative Federation of India, Amul, Sahakar 

Bharti, NAFED, KRIBHCO and all cooperatives 

together. Dr Ariel Guarco, President of the 

International Cooperative Alliance (Global), is 

also joining to accelerate and strengthen the 

campaign of Indian cooperatives. Around 3 

million cooperatives from 110 countries of the 

world are associated with the International 

Cooperative Alliance (Global).Recently a new 

Ministry of Cooperation has been formed to 

strengthen the cooperative movement in the 

country by providing a separate administrative, 

legal, and policy framework for the cooperatives. 

15. In September 2021, the International 
Astronomical Union has named a crater at the 
Moon’s south pole after whom? 
A. Fridtjof Nansen 
B. Robert Peary 
C. Matthew Henson 
D. Roald Amundsen 
E. Robert Falcon Scot 
 
Correct Answer – C. Matthew Henson 
Explanation: The International Astronomical 

Union has named a crater at the Moon’s south 

pole after the Arctic explorer Matthew Henson. 

He was an African American explorer who co-

discovered the North Pole in 1909 with Robert 

Peary. Located between Sverdrup and de 

Gerlache craters at the south pole of the Moon, 
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Henson Crater is in the same region the Artemis 

program aims to land the lunar explorers. 26th & 27th September 2021
1. The world’s highest electric vehicle charging 
station has been inaugurated in which state? 
A. Uttarakhand 
B. Sikkim 
C. Assam 
D. Himachal Pradesh 
E.  Tripura 
 
Correct Answer: D. Himachal Pradesh 
Explanation: The world’s highest electric vehicle 

charging station has been inaugurated in Kaza 

village of Lahaul and Spiti district in Himachal 

Pradesh. The electric vehicle charging station is 

set up at a height of 500 ft. The aim of this 

initiative is to check vehicular pollution and 

promote electric vehicles for a clean and green 

environment in the region. India is gaining good 

momentum in the electric vehicle (EV) 

ecosystem.There is a good response for battery-

operated small electric vehicles like e-scooter, 

electric three-wheelers, e-rickshaws, e-carts, and 

e-bikes in the country. Both battery electric 

vehicle and fuel cell vehicle technologies are 

complementary to each other and are all set to 

overtake fossil-run automotive by 2050 in the 

country. 

Important Points: 

 Himachal Pradesh Governor: Rajendra 

Vishwanath Arlekar; 

 Himachal Pradesh CM: Jai Ram Thakur. 

2. What is the theme of World Pharmacist Day 
2021? 
A. Transforming global health 
B. Safe and effective medicines for all 
C. Pharmacy: Always trusted for your health 
D. Pharmacists are your medicines experts 
E. Pharmacists your partner’s in health 

 
Correct Answer – C. Pharmacy: Always trusted 
for your health 
Explanation:World Pharmacist Day is observed 

globally on 25th September every year. This day 

is celebrated to create awareness about the role 

of a pharmacist in improving health. The day was 

an initiative of the International Pharmaceutical 

Federation (FIP) along with the council of this 

organization. This year’s theme is “Pharmacy: 

Always trusted for your health“. 

History of World Pharmacist Day: 

The day was designated in 2009 by the FIP 

Council (International Pharmaceutical Federation 

or Federation Internationale Pharmaceutique) at 

the World Congress of Pharmacy and 

Pharmaceutical Sciences in Istanbul, Turkey. The 

purpose of the day is to draw attention to 

pharmacies and the positive benefits they offer 

when it comes to health and FIP encourages all 

its members to participate to make the event a 

success. 

Important Points:  

 International Pharmaceutical Federation 

Headquarters location: The Hague, 

Netherlands. 

 International Pharmaceutical Federation 

Founded: 25 September 1912. 

 International Pharmaceutical Federation 

President: Dominique Jordan. 

3. A book titled “The Fractured Himalaya: How 
the Past Shadows the Present in India-China 
Relations”, authored by _________. 
A. Laxman Singh 
B. Nisha Narayana 
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C. Soni Khan 
D. Vidya Sethi 
E. Nirupama Rao 
 

Correct Answer – E. Nirupama Rao 
Explanation: A book titled “The Fractured 

Himalaya: How the Past Shadows the Present in 

India-China Relations”, authored by Nirupama 

Rao.The book traces how the origins of the 

dispute between India and China form part of a 

living history that shapes their fractious 

relationship today. Understanding this complex 

panorama yields lessons for all of us who seek a 

wider perspective on China and its profile in the 

Indo-Pacific. Nirupama Rao is a former Foreign 

Secretary. 

4. The celebration of Antyodaya Diwas marks 
the birth anniversary of which Indian leader? 
A. Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya 
B. Ram Manohar Lohia 
C. Syama Prasad Mukherjee 
D. Janeshwar Mishra 
E.  Indira Gandhi 
 
Correct Answer – A. Pandit Deendayal 
Upadhyaya 
Explanation: In India, the Antyodaya Diwas is 

observed every year on September 25, to mark 

the birth anniversary of Pandit Deendayal 

Upadhyaya. Antyodaya means “uplifting the 

poorest of the poor” or “rise of the last person”. 

The day was declared by the Modi Government 

on September 25, 2014, and officially celebrated 

since 2015. 

About Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya: 

Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya, born 

in Mathura in 1916 was one of the key leaders 

of Bharatiya Jana Sangh from which the BJP later 

emerged. He was the leader of the Bharatiya 

Jana Sangh from 1953 to 1968. Deendayal 

Upadhyaya was a humanist, economist, 

journalist, philosopher and abled 

statesman.Deendayal Upadhyaya was introduced 

to the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) by his 

classmate named Baluji MahashabdeDeendayal 

Upadhyaya cleared the civil services examination. 

He, however, didn’t join the service and became 

a volunteer of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh 

(RSS).In the 1940s, Deendayal Upadhyaya 

launched ‘Rashtra Dharma’, a monthly journal, 

from Uttar Pradesh’s Lucknow for spreading the 

ideology of Hindutva nationalism. Later, he 

started ‘Panchjanya’, a weekly magazine, and a 

daily, ‘Swadesh’.Deendayal Upadhyaya’s 

philosophical idea of ‘Integral Humanism’ was 

adopted in 1965 as the official doctrine of the Jan 

Sangh and later the Bharatiya Janata 

Party.Deendayal Upadhyaya advocated ‘Samyanit 

Upabhog’ (sustainable consumption). He did not 

favour the exploitation of Mother Nature 

practised by the capitalist societies of the 

West.Deendayal Upadhyaya was found dead 

under mysterious circumstances near the 

Mughalsarai railway station in Uttar Pradesh in 

the wee hours of February 11, 1968. Later, the 

Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) found that 

he was killed by robbers. 

5. Indian Army will organize “Bijoya Sanskritik 
Mahotsav” from 26 to 29 September in 
_______. 
A. Bengaluru 
B. Kolkata 
C. Dehradun 
D. Leh 
E. Patna 
 
Correct Answer- B. Kolkata 
Explanation:Indian Army will organize “Bijoya 

Sanskritik Mahotsav” from 26 to 29 

September in Kolkata. This Mahotsav will be 
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observed to mark the golden jubilee of the India-

Pak war 1971. The event will be inaugurated by 

Lieutenant General Manoj Pande, Army 

Commander, Eastern Command. Various cultural 

programs including a film screening, theatre 

plays, musical concerts, and band performances 

will be conducted during this event. It will be 

organized as part of the Swarnim Vijay Varsha 

celebrations to commemorate the golden jubilee 

of the India-Pak war. 

About the India- Pak war 1971: 

The war started on 3 December 1971 and ended 

on 16 December 1971. It was a military 

confrontation between India and Pakistan for the 

Independence of Bangladesh.The war started 

when Pakistan launched airstrikes on 11 Indian 

airbases. It was perhaps the first time in which 

India’s all three forces fought in unison.The war 

ended after the chief of the Pakistani forces, 

General Amir Abdullah Khan Niazi, along with 

93,000 troops, surrendered to the joint forces of 

the Indian Army and Bangladesh’s Mukti 

Bahini.On August 2, 1972, India and Pakistan 

signed the Shimla Agreement under which the 

former agreed to release all the 93,000 Pakistani 

prisoners of war. 

6. Who has won Formula 1 Russian Grand Prix 
2021? 
A. Max Verstappen 
B. Carlos Sainz 
C. Lewis Hamilton 
D. Valtteri Bottas 
E. Daniel Ricciardo 
 
Correct Answer – C. Lewis Hamilton 
Explanation: Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes-Great 

Britain) has won F1 Russian Grand Prix 2021, 

winning his 100th Grand Prix title, which was 

held at at Sochi Autodrom.Max Verstappen (Red 

Bull – Netherlands) came second, followed by 

Carlos Sainz (Ferrari-Spain) in the Russian Grand 

Prix 2021.Carlos Sainz got his first podium in 

Russia.Valtteri Bottas (Mercedes-Finland) stood 

at 5th position.This was the 15th round of the 

2021 Formula One World Championship. 

7. As per the new guidelines issued by the 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) regarding 
Securitization of Standard Assets and loan 
transfer, what will be the minimum ticket size 
for issuance of securitization notes? 
A. Rs 1 crore 
B. Rs 2 crore 
C. Rs 3 crore 
D. Rs 4 crore 
E. Rs 5 crore 
 
Correct Answer – A. Rs 1 crore 
Explanation: RBI has issued guidelines regarding 

Securitization of Standard Assets and loan 

transfer that will be applicable to all scheduled 

commercial banks, excluding RRBs, all-India term 

financial institutions, small finance banks and 

NBFCs.As per the guidelines of RBI, minimum 

ticket size for issuance of securitization notes will 

be Rs.1 crore.Minimum holding period for 

different categories of loans after which they 

shall become eligible for transfer has been 

prescribed in it. 

8. Who has been appointed as the Executive 
Director (ED) of Reserve Bank of India with 
effect from August 20, 2021? 
A. Ajay Kumar  
B. Nitin Chugh 
C. Upma Goel 
D. Arunava Banerjee 
E. Ashish Goel 
 
Correct Answer – A. Ajay Kumar 
Explanation: Ajay Kumar has been appointed as 

the Executive Director (ED) of Reserve Bank of 
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India with effect from August 20, 2021.Prior to 

being promoted as ED, he was heading the New 

Delhi Regional Office of RBI as Regional 

Director.He has served RBI for three decades in 

areas like foreign exchange, banking supervision, 

financial inclusion, currency in management, etc. 

9. What is the theme of the World Tourism Day 
2021? 
A. Sustainable Tourism – a tool for development 
B. Tourism opens doors for women 
C. Tourism – Celebrating Diversity 
D. Tourism for Inclusive Growth 
E. Tourism & Biodiversity 
 

Correct Answer – D. Tourism for Inclusive 
Growth 
Explanation:  World Tourism Day (WTD) is 

observed every year on September 27 across the 

globe to raise awareness on the role of tourism 

within international community and to 

demonstrate its affect on social, cultural, 

political, and economic values.It was first 

observed in 1980.Theme for WTD 2021: Tourism 

for Inclusive Growth.This date was chosen by 

United Nations World Tourism Organization 

(UNWTO) to commemorate the adoption of 

Statutes of UNWTO in 1970. 

10. In its present form, the GST regime has five 
tax rate slabs which one is not among them? 
A. Zero 
B. 5% 
C. 10% 
D. 18% 
E. 28% 
 
Correct Answer – C. 10% 
Explanation: Currently, the GST regime has five 

broad tax rate slabs of zero, 5%, 12%, 18% and 

28%, with a cess levied over and above the 28% 

on some goods, and special rates for items like 

precious stones and diamonds.The government 

has tasked a group of ministers (GoM) led by 

Karnataka Chief Minister Basavaraj S. Bommai 

with proposing a rationalisation of tax rates and 

considering the merger of different tax slabs 

within two months.It is an Indirect tax which 

introduced to replacing a host of other Indirect 

taxes such as value added tax, service tax, 

purchase tax, excise duty, and so on.GST levied 

on the supply of certain goods and services in 

India. It is one tax that is applicable all over 

India.On July 1st 2017, the Goods and Services 

Tax implemented in India. 

11. 99th Military Engineer Services Raising Day 
was observed on which date? 
A. 24th September 
B. 25th September 
C. 26th September 
D. 27th September 
E. 24th September 
 
Correct Answer: C. 26th September 
Explanation: 99th Military Engineering Services 

Raising Day was observed on September 26, 

2021.On this occasion Lt Gen Harpal Singh 

Engineer-in-Chief, urged all the Military Engineer 

Services personnel to continue dedicating 

themselves to the Military Engineering 

Services.MES is a premier construction agency 

and an important pillar of Corps of Engineers of 

the Indian Army.It provides rear line engineering 

support to the Armed Forces and other 

associated organisations of the Ministry of 

Defence (MoD).MES is the largest construction 

and maintenance agencies in India having an 

annual workload of about Rs 30000 crore. 

12. According to FSSAI and Quality Council of 
India, in which of the following year would India 
become industrial trans fat-free ? 
A. 2021 
B. 2030 
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C. 2025 
D. 2023 
E. 2022 
 
Correct Answer – E. 2022 
Explanation: India is on track to become 

industrial trans fat-free by the year 2022. Only 

1.34 percent of the newly tested processed food 

samples showed more than the permissible 

levels of high fats ingredients. The above finding 

is from the pan-India survey conducted by 

national food regulator FSSAI (Food Safety and 

Standards Authority of India) along with the 

Quality Council of India. 

As per World Health Organization, increased 

intake of trans fat (more than 1% of total energy 

intake) is associated with increased risk of 

coronary heart disease mortality.Trans fat intake 

is responsible for 5,00,000 premature deaths 

from coronary heart disease each year around 

the world.   

13. Which of the following banks has been 
voted 'Overall Most Outstanding Company in 
India,' in a poll conducted by Asiamoney? 
A. ICICI Bank 
B. Axis Bank 
C. Yes Bank 
D. IDBI Bank 
E.  HDFC Bank 
 

Correct Answer – E. HDFC Bank 
Explanation: The HDFC Bank has been voted 

'Overall Most Outstanding Company in India,' in a 

poll conducted by reputed publication 

Asiamoney. The Bank also polled No.1 among 

banks in India for the 4th year in a row, since 

2018. Asia's Outstanding Companies Poll is 

designed to acknowledge listed companies from 

areas such as financial performance, investor 

relations, and CSR initiatives.The full form of 

HDFC bank is Housing Development Finance 

Corporation Ltd.The headquarter of HDFC Bank 

is Mumbai. 

14. Who among the following has been named 
as best legislator in Karnataka for the year 2020-
21? 
A. Tejasvi Surya 
B. D k Shivkumar 
C. Basavaraj Bomma 
D. B S Yediyurappa 
E. Siddaramaiah 
 
Correct Answer – D. B S Yediyurappa 
Explanation:  The Karnataka Legislative Assembly 

on 24 September 2021 named former chief 

minister (CM) BS Yediyurappa the best legislator 

of the year 2020-21. Yediyurappa has served as 

an MLA, Opposition party leader, deputy chief 

minister, and Chief Minister of the state. 

Karnataka from the year 2021 has decided to 

present the best legislator award for members of 

the Legislative Assembly.The award was 

presented by Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla at a 

special program in the Karnataka Legislative 

Assembly. A committee led by Mr. Kageri and 

comprising the Chief Minister, Leader of 

Opposition Siddaramaiah, and Law Minister J. C. 

Madhuswamy, chose Mr. Yediyurappa for the 

award. 

15. In September 2021, Federal Bank board has 
appointed who among the following as its 
additional non-executive independent 
Directors? 
A. Sankarshan Basu 
B. Ramanand Mundkur 
C. Ashok Kapoor 
D. Both 1 and 2 
E. All 1, 2 and 3 
 
Correct Answer – D. Both 1 and 2 
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Explanation: Federal Bank board has appointed 

Sankarshan Basu and Ramanand Mundkur as its 

additional non-executive independent Directors. 

With the new appointment, the private sector 

lender now has a 12 member board. On 24 

September 2021, the bank’s director K 

Balakrishnan had retired as independent Director 

after completing a 3-year term. Ramanand has 

earlier worked with International Monetary 

Fund. 

16. Which of the following IITs along with CBSE 
has launched the online series 'Eklavya'? 
A. IIT-Delhi 
B. IIT-Kanpur 
C. IIT-Varanasi 
D. IIT-Gandhinagar 
E. IIT-Bombay 
 
Correct Answer – D. IIT-Gandhinagar 
Explanation: Central Board of Secondary 

Education (CBSE) along with IIT-Gandhinagar has 

decided to launch the online series 'Eklavya'. 

Online sessions of '3030 Eklavya' would be held 

every Sunday afternoon starting September 26, 

2021. The program would touch on topics from 

the science and mathematics curriculum for 

classes six to 12 and help in conceptual 

understanding through interesting questions.The 

chairman of CBSE is Sh. Manoj Ahuja (IAS). CBSE 

is a national-level educational body for public 

and private schools that is under the direct 

control of the Government of India.  

17.  In September 2021, who among the 
following has been awarded the International 
Prestigious Award (IPA) 2021? 
A. Alok Pareek 
B. Bhasker Sharma 
C. Surya Kant  
D. Rajeshwar Dayal 
E. None of the above 

 
Correct Answer – B. Bhasker Sharma 
Explanation: World Against Corruption (WAC) 

People Council and WAC Global Human Rights 

Foundation awarded Dr. Bhasker Sharma with 

the International Prestigious Award (IPA) 2021. 

Dr. Bhasker Sharma is a renowned homeopathic 

doctor of Uttar Pradesh. WAC People Council is a 

Maharashtra-based non-profit foundation 

registered under the Ministry of Corporate 

Affairs, Govt. 

The International Prestigious Award 2021 also 

recognized India’s Best Motivational Speaker 

Bhupendra Singh Rathore, Bollywood 

Choreographer Sandip Soparrkar, Best Music 

Director Ramshankar, and more for their 

commendable work in the field of social 

development of the country. Earlier Dr. Bhasker 

Sharma has also received many such awards such 

as the Presidential Youth Fitness Award along 

with a gold medal by former President of 

America, Donald Trump. 

18. Whose first statue was unveiled in 
Budapest, Hungary in September 2021? 
A. Nick Szabo  
B. Gavin Andresen 
C. Satoshi Nakamoto 
D. Dave Kleiman 
E. Ross Ulbricht 
 
Correct Answer – C. Satoshi Nakamoto 
Explanation: Bitcoin's pseudonymous creator 

Satoshi Nakamoto's first statue was unveiled in 

Budapest, Hungary in September 2021.The 

bronze statue acknowledges the immense 

contribution to the disruption of traditional 

currency.It has been put on display at 

Graphishop Park, Budapest.The sculpture is the 

bust of a person wearing a hoodie that has the 

Bitcoin (BTC) logo engraved on it. 
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19. In September 2021, which of the following 
group has launched an infrastructure 
partnership and fellowship program? 
A. G4 group 
B. World Bank group 
C. UNO 
D. Quad 
E. G20 group 
 
Correct Answer – D. Quad 
Explanation: The Quad group has launched an 

infrastructure partnership and fellowship 

program on 24 September 2021. The Quad 

Fellowship has been stewarded by Schmidt 

Futures, a philanthropic initiative, and supported 

by Accenture, Blackstone, Boeing, Google, 

Mastercard, and Western Digital. The fellowship 

program will provide 100 graduate fellowships to 

graduate students across member 

countries.Quad is also known as the 

'Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QSD). It is an 

informal strategic forum comprised of four 

nations-The United States of America, India, 

Australia, and Japan. The primary objective of the 

Quad is to work for a free, open, prosperous, and 

inclusive Indo-Pacific region. 

20. In September 2021, which of the following 
countries, along with India, has launched task 
forces on Hydrogen and Biofuels? 

A. China 

B. USA 

C. Nepal 

D. Sri Lanka 

E. Russia 

Correct Answer – B. USA 
Explanation: The US Department of Energy along 

with its Indian counterparts launched a new 

public-private Hydrogen Task Force as well as a 

Biofuels Task Force. These groups have been 

launched under Strategic Clean Energy 

Partnership (SCEP). These groups would help 

expand the use of clean energy technologies to 

decarbonize the energy sector.The US also 

announced an enhanced Nationally Determined 

Contribution to reduce economy-wide 

greenhouse gas emissions by 50-52 percent 

below 2005 levels in 2030.The US Trade and 

Development Agency has also launched the US-

India Climate Technologies Action Group (CTAG). 

The CTAG will integrate private and public-sector 

inputs on initiatives that can contribute to global 

action on climate. The US also invited India to 

participate in the Agriculture Innovation Mission 

for Climate (AIM for Climate), which will be 

launched at COP26 in November 2021.  

28th September 2021
1. _______ has received the most votes among 
listed companies in India, leading to the bank 
being awarded the ‘Overall Most Outstanding 
Company in India. 
A. ICICI Bank 
B. HDFC Bank 
C. SBI 
D. Yes Bank 
E. Kotak Mahindra Bank 

 
Correct Answer: B. HDFC Bank 
Explanation: According to Asiamoney 2021 Poll, 

HDFC Bank has received the most votes among 

listed companies in India, leading to the bank 

being awarded the ‘Overall Most Outstanding 

Company in India. This is in addition to the bank 

being voted ‘Most Outstanding Company in India 

– Banking Sector,’ for the 4th consecutive year, 
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since the inception of the poll in 2018. The poll 

aims to identify and recognise publicly listed 

companies by country and sector. 

About Asia’s Outstanding Companies Poll: 

The poll, known as Asia’s Outstanding Companies 

Poll, is designed to acknowledge listed 

companies that have excelled in areas such as 

financial performance, management team 

excellence, investor relations, and CSR 

initiatives.Further, the poll aims to identify and 

recognise publicly listed companies in 2 

categories: by country and by sector, in which it 

operates.Over 1,070 fund managers, analysts, 

bankers, and rating agencies took part in the 

voting which concluded on July 16, 2021. 

Important Points: 

 Headquarters of HDFC Bank: Mumbai, 

Maharashtra; 

 MD and CEO of HDFC Bank: Sashidhar 

Jagdishan; 

 The tagline of HDFC Bank: We understand 

your world. 

2. What was the theme of the 76th session of 
the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA)? 
A. The Future We Want, the UN We Need 
B. Effective responses to global crises 
C. Making the United Nations relevant to all 
people 
D. A new commitment to action 
E. Building resilience through hope 
 
Correct Answer – E. Building resilience through 
hope 
Explanation: Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

addresses the 76th Session of the UN General 

Assembly in New York City, on September 25, 

2021 

Prime Minister of India Narendra Modi has 

addressed the 76th session of the United Nations 

General Assembly (UNGA), in New York. He is the 

first world leader scheduled to address the UN 

General Assembly at 6.30 PM IST. Prior to this, 

PM Modi had addressed UN General Assembly 

in 2019.The theme of the 2021 UN General 

Assembly session was ‘building resilience through 

hope – to recover from Covid-19, rebuild 

sustainably, respond to the needs of the planet, 

respect the rights of people, and revitalise the 

United Nations. 

During the address 

PM spoke on various global issues such as the 

Covid-19 pandemic, the need to combat 

terrorism focusing on Afghanistan and 

Extremism, and the need to strengthen the 

United Nations.Over 109 heads of state and 

government addressed the UN General Assembly 

while around 60 addressed the debate through 

pre-recorded video statements at the 

event.Prime Minister Narendra Modi invoked 

Chanakya, Deen Dayal Upadhyaya, and 

Rabindranath Tagore in his address. 

3. The International Day for the Total 
Elimination of Nuclear Weapons is held every 
year on which day? 
A. 23 September 
B. 24 September 
C. 26 September 
D. 25 September 
E. 27 September 
 

Correct Answer – C. 26 September 
Explanation: The United Nations observes 26 

September every year as the International Day 

for the Total Elimination of Nuclear 

Weapons. The aim of the day is to enhance 

public awareness about the threat posed to 
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humanity by nuclear weapons and the necessity 

for their total elimination. It provides an 

opportunity to educate the public and their 

leaders about the real benefits of eliminating 

such weapons, and the social and economic costs 

of perpetuating them. 

History of the day: 

The General Assembly declared the International 

Day in December 2013, in its resolution 68/32 as 

a follow-up to the high-level meeting of the 

General Assembly on nuclear disarmament held 

on 26 September 2013, in New York. This was the 

latest in a series of efforts by the General 

Assembly to raise public awareness and to seek 

deeper engagement on nuclear disarmament 

matters. 

Important Points:  

 Headquarters of United Nations: New 

York, USA; Founded: 24 October 1945. 

 Secretary-General of the United Nations: 

Antonio Guterres. 

4. What is the theme of World Rivers Day 2021? 
A. Better Water, Better Jobs 

B. Rivers in the Urban Context 

C. Nature for Water 

D. Water and Sustainable Development 

E. Waterways in our communities 

Correct Answer – E. Waterways in our 
communities 
Explanation: World Rivers Day is celebrated 

every year on the “Fourth Sunday of 

September” since 2005, to raise global 

awareness of the need to support, protect and 

preserve the rivers around the world. In 2021, 

World Rivers Day is being celebrated on 26 

September. The theme for World Rivers Day 

2021 is “Waterways in our communities” with a 

specific emphasis on the need to conserve and 

repair urban waterways, which are frequently 

under stress. 

History of the day: 

Mark Angelo, a well-known river 

environmentalist, addressed the United Nations 

in 2005 during its Water for Life campaign, a 

decade-long effort to raise awareness about 

vulnerable water supplies throughout the world. 

Angelo called for an annual World Rivers Day to 

help the cause gain traction. 

Significance: 

According to Mark Angelo, the founder and Chair 

of World Rivers Day, the significance of clean 

freshwater has been critical in the tussle against 

COVID-19. World Rivers Day is a timeous 

opportunity for millions and millions of people 

across the globe to come together and 

commemorate the importance of healthy 

thriving waterways. 

5. Name the Union Minister of Cooperation, 
who addressed the inaugural National 
Cooperative Conference recently in New Delhi. 
A. Rajnath Singh 
B. Nitin Gadkari 
C. Amit Shah 
D. Narendra Modi 
E. J. P. Nadda 
 
Correct Answer- C. Amit Shah 
Explanation: Union Home Minister and Minister 

of Cooperation, Amit Shah has inaugurated and 

addressed the first-ever National Cooperative 

Conference (Sehkarita Sammelan) at the Indira 

Gandhi Indoor Stadium in New Delhi. The 

minister outlined the government’s vision and 
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roadmap for the development of the Cooperative 

sector. 

About the conference: 

This conference was India’s first such cooperative 

conference, to provide a platform for 

accelerating and strengthening Indian 

cooperatives on the global stage.The conference 

was organised jointly by the IFFCO, National 

Cooperative Federation of India, Amul, Sahakar 

Bharti, NAFED, KRIBHCO and all cooperatives 

together.Over 2,100 representatives from 

different states and various cooperative sectors 

across the country participated in the conference 

to contribute towards realizing the dream of a 

self-reliant India. 

6. Which organization has launched a country-
wide training and capacity building programme 
for women in dairy farming? 
A. National Commission for Women 
B. NITI Aayog 
C. NABARD 
D. SIDBI 
E. Dairy Development Board 
 
Correct Answer – A. National Commission for 
Women 
Explanation: The National Commission for 

Women (NCW) has launched a countrywide 

training and capacity building programme for 

women in dairy farming?NCW is collaborating 

with agricultural universities all across India to 

identify and train women associated with dairy 

farming and allied activities in different aspects 

such as value addition, quality enhancement, 

packaging and marketing of dairy products 

among others.the first programme under the 

project was organised on ''Value Added Dairy 

products'' for women self help groups at the Lala 

Lajpat Rai University of Veterinary and Animal 

Sciences, Hisar, in association with the Haryana 

State Rural Livelihood Mission. 

7. Defence Research and Development 
Organization (DRDO) has successfully conducted 
maiden test flight of which missile equipped 
with an indigenous active Radio Frequency (RF)? 
A. Akash Prime 

B. Prithvi Advanced 

C. Dhanush 

D. Nirbhay 

E. Agni 

Correct Answer – A. Akash Prime 
Explanation: Defence Research and 

Development Organization (DRDO) has 

successfully conducted maiden test flight of new 

version of Akash Missile named as ‘Akash Prime’ 

from Integrated Test Range (ITR), Chandipur, 

Odisha Akash Prime is equipped with an 

indigenous active Radio Frequency (RF) seeker 

for improved accuracy, as compared to the 

existing Akash System.Improved version of the 

missile will also ensure more reliable 

performance under low temperature 

environments at higher altitudes. 

8. What is the theme of the World Rabies Day 
2021? 
A. Rabies: Facts, not Fear 

B. Rabies: Educate, Vaccinate, Eliminate 

C. End Rabies: Collaborate, Vaccinate 

D. Shipping: Indispensable to the World 

E. End Rabies by campaigning 

Correct Answer – A. Rabies: Facts, not Fear 
Explanation: World Rabies Day is being observed 

annually on September 28 to raise awareness 

about the impact of rabies on humans and 

animals, provide information and advice on how 

to prevent the disease and take efforts to control 

rabies.2021 is the 15th edition of World Rabies 
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Day.Theme of WRD 2021: Rabies: Facts, not 

Fear.The day marks the death anniversary of the 

French chemist and microbiologist, Louis Pasteur’ 

, who developed the first rabies vaccine. 

9. Who has been appointed as the global brand 
ambassador of Mastercard Inc? 
A. Joe Root 
B. Magnus Carlsen 
C. Sachin Tendulkar 
D. Visvanathan Anand 
E. Christiano Ronaldo 
 

Correct Answer – B. Magnus Carlsen 
Explanation: Highest-rated chess player of all 

time, Magnus Carlsen has been appointed as the 

global brand ambassador of Mastercard Inc. This 

step is part of move by Mastercard for adding 

chess in its coveted list of sports sponsorship.It 

has joined Meltwater Champions Chess Tour as 

an official partner, in its first sponsorship move 

into chess.Norwegian chess Grandmaster 

Magnus Carlsen joins like of other competitive 

players lineup of ambassador like Lionel Messi, 

Naomi Osaka, Crystal Dunn and Dan Carter. 

10. Sweet Cucumber from which state has 
officially been certified by India’s Registrar of 
Geographical Indications (GI) as an agricultural 
good unique to the state? 
A. Nagaland 
B. Meghalaya 
C. Manipur 
D. Assam 
E. Mizoram 
 
Correct Answer – A. Nagaland 
Explanation:Sweet Cucumber from Nagaland has 

officially been certified by India’s Registrar of 

Geographical Indications (GI) as an agricultural 

good unique to the state.It is the third 

agricultural products and fourth overall to be 

granted GI tag from Nagaland.GI tag has been 

granted under Geographical Indications of Goods 

(Registration and Protection) Act, 1999.Naga 

cucumber are mostly cultivated in Mon, 

Mokokchung, Peren and Wokha districts of the 

state.Tree tomato (tamarillo) and Naga king chilli 

are also tagged. 

11. In September 2021, the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI) has imposed a ₹2 crore monetary 
penalty on which of the following banks for 
breaching deposit, board composition norms? 
A. RBL Bank Limited 
B. Axis Bank 
C. Federal Bank 
D. IndusInd Bank 
E. Karnataka Bank 
 
Correct Answer: A. RBL Bank Limited 
Explanation: The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 

has imposed a ₹2 crore monetary penalty on RBL 

Bank Limited for breaching deposit, board 

composition norms. The bank had opened five 

savings deposit accounts in the name of a 

cooperative bank. It had also failed to comply 

with the provisions of section 10A(2)(b) of the 

Banking Regulation Act, 1949, relating to the 

composition of the Board of Directors. 

About RBL Bank: RBL Bank was formerly known 

as Ratnakar Bank. It is an Indian private sector 

bank headquartered in Mumbai. It was founded 

in 1943 

12. PM Narendra Modi will dedicate how many 
crop varieties with special traits to the nation in 
September 2021 
A. 25 

B. 30 

C. 35 

D. 40 

E. 45 

Correct Answer – C. 35 
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Explanation: PM Narendra Modi will dedicate 35 

crop varieties with special traits to the nation on 

28th September 2021. The crop varieties with 

special traits have been developed by the Indian 

Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) to address 

the twin challenges of climate change and 

malnutrition.The crops include drought-tolerant 

variety of chickpea, wilt and sterility mosaic 

resistant pigeon pea, early maturing variety of 

soybean, disease-resistant varieties of rice and 

biofortified varieties of wheat, pearl millet, maize 

and chickpea, quinoa, buckwheat, winged bean 

and faba bean. 

These special traits crop varieties also include 

those that address the anti-nutritional factors 

found in some crops that adversely affect human 

and animal health. The Prime Minister also 

dedicated to the nation the newly constructed 

campus of the National Institute of Biotic Stress 

Management Raipur. The National Institute of 

Biotic Stress Management at Raipur has been 

established to take up the basic and strategic 

research in biotic stresses, develop human 

resources and provide policy support. The Prime 

Minister will distribute Green Campus Award to 

Agricultural Universities, as well as interact with 

farmers who use innovative methods and 

address the gathering. 

The Green Campus Awards has been initiated to 

motivate the State and Central Agricultural 

Universities to develop or adopt such practices 

that will render their campuses more green and 

clean, and motivate students to get involved in 

‘Swachh Bharat Mission', ‘Waste to Wealth 

Mission’ and community connect as per the 

National Education Policy-2020. 

13. Who has been elected as the Chairman of 
the Audit Bureau of Circulations (ABC) for the 
year 2021- 2022? 
A. Ashok Sarin 
B. Tanmay Pandya 
C. Debabrata Mukherjee 
D. Vikram Kalra 
E. Sunil Prakash 
 

Correct Answer – C. Debabrata Mukherjee 
Explanation: Debabrata Mukherjee has been 

elected as the Chairman of the Audit Bureau of 

Circulations (ABC) for the year 2021-2022. He is 

currently serving as Chief Marketing Officer at 

the United Breweries Group. He was awarded 

the "Beverage Marketer of the Year" award by 

the International Advertising Association (IAA). 

He was a part of the ABC Council of 

Management, since 2011.The Audit Bureau of 

Circulations of India is a non-profit circulation-

auditing organisation. It certifies and audits the 

circulations of major publications, including 

newspapers and magazines in India. ABC is a 

voluntary organisation initiated in 1948 that 

operates in different parts of the world. It is 

headquartered in Mumbai. 

14. In September 2021, who launched Delhi 
tourism’s mobile app ‘Dekho Mere Dilli’? 
A. Narendra Modi 
B. Anurag Thakur 
C. Anil Baijal 
D. Arvind Kejriwal 
E. Gopal Rai 
 
Correct Answer – D. Arvind Kejriwal 
Explanation: Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal 

on September 27, 2021, launched Delhi tourism’s 

mobile app ‘Dekho Mere Dilli’.It contains all the 

information about all the historic and famous 

places in Delhi. It also has the feature of booking 
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tickets. This app will especially help international 

tourists who lack information. 

15. In September 2021, who has been appointed 
President of All India Management Association 
(AIMA) for a period of one year? 
A. Punit Goenka 
B. Sanjay Kirloskar 
C. CK Ranganathan 
D. Vineet Agarwal 
E. C Prahalathan 
 
Correct Answer – C. CK Ranganathan 
Explanation: CK Ranganathan has been 

appointed President of All India Management 

Association (AIMA) for a period of one year till 

the National Management Convention is held in 

September 2022. He is the Chairman and MD of 

CavinKare Pvt Ltd. He takes over from Harsh Pati 

Singhania, Vice Chairman and MD, JK Paper 

Ltd.Other top leadership changes at AIMA 

include the appointment of Dempo Group 

Chairman, Shrinivas Dempo as the new Senior 

Vice President and Nikhil Sawhney as Vice 

President. Sawhney is the Vice-Chairman & 

Managing Director of Triveni Turbines Ltd.All 

India Management Association (AIMA) is a 

statutory body for the regulation and licensing of 

the management profession in India. It is a not 

for profit, non-lobbying organisation, working 

closely with Industry, Government, Academia 

and students to further the cause of the 

management profession in India. It was 

established in 1957. It is under the jurisdiction 

of the Ministry of Corporate Affairs, Government 

of India.

 
29th September 2021

1.Lieutenant General Gurbirpal Singh has been 
appointed as the new Director-General of which 
organisation? 
A. Central Reserve Police Force 
B. National Cadet Corps 
C. Indian Coast Guard 
D. National Security Guard 
E. Indo Tibetan Border Police 
 
Correct Answer: B. National Cadet Corps 
Explanation:  Lieutenant General Gurbirpal 

Singh has taken charge as the 34th Director-

General of the National Cadet Corps (NCC). He 

succeeds Lt Gen Tarun Kumar Aich. He was 

commissioned into the PARACHUTE REGIMENT in 

1987.An alumnus of the National Defence 

Academy, Khadakwasla, Indian Military Academy, 

Dehradun as well as NCC, he attended the 

Defence Services Staff College in Wellington and 

the National Defence College Course in New 

Delhi. Lt Gen Singh has been a Company 

Commander in the counter-insurgency 

environment in Nagaland and the Siachen 

Glacier. 

Important Points: 

 NCC Founded: 16 April 1948; 

 NCC Headquarters: New Delhi. 

2. MGR Railway Station became fully powered 
by solar energy recently. Where is it located? 
A. Madurai 
B. Hyderabad 
C. Bengaluru 
D. Chennai 
E. Kochi 
 
Correct Answer – D. Chennai 
Explanation: Dr MG Ramachandran Central 

(DRM) or Chennai Central railway station will get 

100 per cent of energy through Solar Energy.The 

Chennai Central railway station comes under the 
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South Central Railway (SCR) zone and which is 

going to become the world’s largest green 

railway network.The station will now become the 

first Indian Railways station, which will get 100 

per cent day energy through solar panels. 

About the Station: 

The solar power capacity of the station is 1.5 

MW and Solar panels are installed on the shelters 

of the station.South Central Railways has 

adopted the concept of ‘energy neutral’ railway 

stations and become the first Indian Railway 

zones to do so.India has targeted to become 

“net-zero carbon emission” before the year 2030. 

3. England cricket all-rounder ________ has 
announced his retirement from Test match 
career. 
A. Chris Woakes 
B. David Willey 
C. Sam Curran 
D. Moeen Ali 
E. Jason Roy 
 

Correct Answer – D. Moeen Ali 
Explanation: England cricket all-rounder Moeen 

Ali has announced his retirement from the Test 

match career. The 34-year-old Ali made his debut 

in Test cricket in 2014 and represented England 

in 64 Test matches. He took 195 Test wickets 

including 5 five-wicket hauls and scored five-Test 

match centuries during his Test career. Moeen, 

however, will continue to play limited-overs 

cricket for England. 

4. When is the International Day for the 
Universal Access to Information observed? 
A. 26 September 
B. 27 September 
C. 28 September 
D. 29 September 
E. 30 September 

 
Correct Answer – C. 28 September 
Explanation: The International Day for the 

Universal Access to Information (commonly 

known as Access to Information Day) is observed 

globally on 28th September every year. Universal 

access to information means that everyone has 

the right to seek, receive and impart information 

for healthy and inclusive knowledge societies.The 

International Day for Universal Access to 

Information 2021 highlights the importance of 

expanding access to information laws, and their 

implementation worldwide to build back strong 

institutions for sustainable development and to 

uphold the vision of information as a public good, 

as well as to strengthen international 

cooperation in the field of implementing the 

right to information as a fundamental right. 

Furthermore, the global discussions on “building 

back better” remain context-adaptive to the 

COVID-19 pandemic. 

History of the day: 

On 17 November 2015, the United Nations 

Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 

(UNESCO) declared 28 September as 

International Day for Universal Access to 

Information. Considering that several civil society 

organizations and government bodies in the 

world have adopted and currently celebrate this 

observance, the UN General Assembly also 

adopted 28 September 2019 as the International 

Day for Universal Access to Information. 

Important Points: 

 UNESCO headquarters: Paris, France; 

 UNESCO Head: Audrey Azoulay; 

 UNESCO Founded: 16 November 1945. 
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5. How many medals have been won by Indian 
contingent at the 2021 World Archery 
Championships? 
A. 3 bronze 
B. 1 gold and 3 silver 
C. 2 silver and 1 bronze 
D. 3 silver 
E. 2 gold 
 
Correct Answer- D. 3 silver 
Explanation:  The team India archers settled 

for three silver medals at the 2021 World Archery 

Championships, held in Yankton, South Dakota, 

United States. The three silver medals were won 

in Women’s Compound Individual, Women’s 

Compound Team and Compound Mixed Team 

competitions.Besides this, Vennam Jyothi 

Surekha of Vijayawada became the first Indian 

woman archer to win three silver medals at a 

world championship. The 25-year-old achieved 

this feat after she won the medal in each of the 

three categories. 

Silver Medal Won by India includes: 

 Women’s Compound Individual: Jyothi 

Surekha Vennam 

 Women’s Compound Team: Jyothi 

Surekha Vennam, Muskar Kirar and Priya 

Gurjar 

 Compound Mixed Team: Abhishek Verma 

and Jyothi Surekha Vennam 

6. Who led the Indian delegation at the 4th 
Indo-US Health Dialogue, held in New Delhi? 
A. Pratima Bhoumik 
B. Pritam Munde 
C. Bharati Pravin Pawar 
D. Raksha Khadse 
E. Raunk Singh 
 
Correct Answer – C. Bharati Pravin Pawar 

Explanation: Union Minister of State for Health 

and Family Welfare Dr Bharati Pravin Pawar has 

led the Indian delegation at the 4th Indo-US 

Health Dialogue, held in New Delhi. The US 

delegation for the dialogue is led by Ms Loyce 

Pace, Director, Office of Global Affairs at U.S. 

Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). 

The two-day Dialogue is a platform to deliberate 

upon multiple ongoing collaborations in the 

health sector between the two countries. 

About the Dialogue: 

The two-day Dialogue will be leveraged as a 

platform to deliberate upon multiple ongoing 

collaborations in the health sector between the 

two countries.The issues planned for 

deliberations in this round also encompass areas 

of concern pertaining to strengthening of 

epidemiological research and surveillance, 

vaccine development, One Health, zoonotic and 

vector-borne diseases, health systems and health 

policies etc.An MoU was finalised between the 

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare of the 

Republic of India and the Department of Health 

and Human Services of the United States of 

America, in the field of the health sector, 

covering issues like Health Safety and Security; 

Communicable Diseases & Non-Communicable 

Diseases; Health Systems; and Health Policy. 

7. Which of the following statements are 
incorrect regarding framework approved by the 
market regulator Securities and Exchange Board 
of India (SEBI) for setting up a gold exchange? 
A. It will provide investors security in the form of 
Electronic Gold Receipts (EGR) 
B. EGRs will be available for trading on the 
existing stock exchanges. 
C. Like shares, these EGRs will be held in demat 
form 
D. The EGR can’t be converted to physical gold 
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E. EGR denomination and its conversion to gold 
will be decided by the stock exchange with the 
approval of SEBI 
 
Correct Answer – D. The EGR can’t be converted 
to physical gold 
Explanation:  Stock market regulator Securities 

Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has approved the 

setting up a gold exchange that will provide 

investors security in the form of electronic gold 

receipts (EGR).Under the framework for gold 

exchange, EGRs will be available for trading on 

the existing stock exchanges.Like shares, these 

EGRs will be held in demat form and can be 

converted to physical gold when needed.EGR 

denomination and its conversion to gold will be 

decided by the stock exchange with the approval 

of SEBI. SEBI accredited vault managers to accept 

gold deposits, create EGRs, handle gold 

withdrawal, and periodically reconcile physical 

gold with the depository records. The vault 

manager will have a net worth of at least ₹50 

crore. 

8. Who has been appointed as the external 
auditor of the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA)? 
A. Vinod Rai 
B. Shashi Kant Sharma  
C. G C Murmu 
D. Rajiv Mehrishi 
E. VN Kaul 
 
Correct Answer – C. G C Murmu 
Explanation: Comptroller and Auditor General 

(CAG) of India, G C Murmu has been appointed as 

the external auditor of the International Atomic 

Energy Agency (IAEA). His tenure will be valid for 

six years from 2022 to 2027.He was selected as 

the next external auditor of the IAEA at General 

Conference of the IAEA in Vienna.IAEA is an 

international organization that promotes the 

peaceful use of nuclear energy, and to inhibit its 

use for any military purpose, including nuclear 

weapons. 

HQs: Vienna, Austria 

9. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has set the 
limit for Ways and Means Advances (WMA) for 
the second half of financial year 2021-22 
at_______. 
A. Rs 40,000 crores 
B. Rs 50,000 crores 
C. Rs 60,000 crores 
D. Rs 65,000 crores 
E. Rs 76,000 crores 
 

Correct Answer – B. Rs 50,000 crores 
Explanation:  RBI has set the limit for Ways and 

Means Advances (WMA) for the second half of 

financial year 2021-22 (October 2021 to March 

2022) at Rs. 50,000 crores.RBI may trigger fresh 

floatation of market loans when the Government 

of India utilizes 75% of the WMA limit. 

 Interest rate on WMA/overdraft will be: 

 For WMA: Repo Rate  

 For Overdraft: Two percent above the 

Repo Rate  

 WMAs are short-term advances given by 

central bank to help states tide over 

temporary mismatches in their cash flow. 

10. Which country is planning to launch manned 
spacecraft as well as cargo spacecraft to the 
International Space Station (ISS) in the year 
2022? 
A. China 

B. India 

C. Japan 

D. Russia 

E. Israel 
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Correct Answer – D. Russia 
Explanation: Russia is planning to launch manned 

spacecraft as well as cargo spacecraft to the 

Internation Space Station (ISS) in the year 

2022.The information was obtained from the 

flight program.The program hints that Russia is 

planning to launch the Soyuz MS-21 spacecraft 

with astronauts Oleg Artemyev, Denis Matveyev 

and Sergey Korsakov on March 18, 2022.The 

Soyuz MS-22 spacecraft is scheduled to launch in 

September 21 with astronauts Sergey Prokopyev, 

Anna Kikina and Dmitry Petelin. 

11. What is the theme of the World Heart Day 
2021? 
A. Use Heart to Connect 
B. Use Heart to thank the healthcare profession 
C. My Heart, Your Heart 
D. Share the power 
E. Creating heart-healthy environments 
 
Correct Answer: A. Use Heart to Connect 
Explanation: World Heart Day is celebrated on 29 

September every year. As per the World Heart 

Federation, the day is important as 

cardiovascular disease remains the world’s 

number one killer, resulting in 18.6 million 

deaths a year.It was first founded in 1999 by the 

World Heart Federation (WHF) in collaboration 

with the World Health Organisation (WHO).The 

theme for 2021 is “Use Heart to Connect”. 

12. Which of the following companies has 
bagged a five-year IT transformation contract 
from German commercial bank NORD/LB 
(Norddeutsche Landesbank Girozentrale)? 
A. Wipro 
B. Tata Consultancy Services Ltd 
C. IBM 
D. Microsoft 
E. Accenture 
Correct Answer – B. Tata Consultancy Services 
Ltd 

Explanation: Tata Consultancy Services Ltd has 

bagged a five-year IT transformation contract 

from NORD/LB (Norddeutsche Landesbank 

Girozentrale). NORD/LB is a leading German 

commercial bank that is targeting a new business 

model by 2024 with a more agile operating 

model. As part of the partnership, TCS will work 

with the bank to simplify and transform its 

application estate across multiple businesses – 

financial markets, wholesale and retail banking, 

through application consolidation and 

automation. 

TCS will help NORD/LB adopt newer technologies 

to automate manual processes in the application 

management environment and enhance 

operational resilience. TCS will also build new 

features and functionality to support NORD/LB´s 

transformation goals. Present in Germany since 

1991, TCS currently has partnerships with over 

100 leading German corporations. In January 

2021, TCS acquired Postbank Systems AG, a full-

range captive IT service provider, adding around 

1,500 employees with deep banking expertise, to 

support its growth in Germany. 

13. Which edition of Sikkim Global Film Festival 
will be held from December 10-14, 2021? 
A. 1st 
B. 2nd 
C. 3rd 
D. 4th 
E. 5th 
 
Correct Answer – B. 2nd 
Explanation: The 2nd Sikkim Global Film Festival 

will be held from December 10-14, 2021. It will 

take place at the Eco-Heritage Film Village site at 

Yangang, South Sikkim, and Tsogmo Lake. To 

encourage the filmmakers to make films in the 

state, the Sikkim government would provide a 
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subsidy of Rs 20 lakhs in cash and kind to the 

local filmmakers and a subsidy of Rs 1 crore to 

the national filmmakers. 

The entries are open in five categories — Feature 

Film Screening, Tribal and Regional Film 

competition, Short Film Competition, 1 Minute 

video competition – theme: Global peace, and 5 

Minute video competition – battling the 

pandemic. All films entering the competitive 

categories must carry English subtitles. Films not 

certified by the Central Board of Film 

Certification (CBFC) can also be submitted and 

the run time of short films should not exceed 30 

minutes. The location catalogue titled ''100 film 

shooting destination in Sikkim'' was also 

showcased to the media. 

14. Which state has decided to include Bajra 
from Kharif season 2021 under the 'Bhavantar 
Bharpayee Yojana'? 
A. Punjab 
B. Bihar 
C. Haryana 
D. Jharkhand 
E. Chhattisgarh 
 
Correct Answer – C. Haryana 
Explanation:  The Haryana government has 

decided to include Bajra from Kharif season 2021 

under the 'Bhavantar Bharpayee Yojana'.Under 

the scheme, farmers get compensation for selling 

their crops at a price lower than that fixed by the 

government. To avail of the benefits of the 

''Bhavantar Bharpayee Yojana'', the state's 

farmers have to register themselves on the ''Meri 

Fasal Mera Byora (MFMB)'' portal. 

Earlier, ''Bhavantar Bharpayee Yojana'' has also 

been implemented for horticulture crops in 

Haryana. Twenty-one horticultural crops have 

been included in this scheme. In this season, the 

government will procure seven crops at the 

minimum support price – paddy, maize, moong, 

urad, toor, sesame and groundnut. In Kharif 

crops, in addition to bajra, the purchase of 

moong, maize and paddy will start from October 

1, and the purchase of groundnut will start from 

November. 

Haryana:  

 Lok Sabha seats – 10.  

 Rajya Sabha seats – 5.  

 State Animal – Blackbuck.  

 State Bird – Black francolin.  

 National Parks – Kalesar National Park, 

Sultanpur National Park.  

 Dams – Kaushalya Dam (Kaushalya River), 

Ottu barrage (Ghaggar River), Anagpur 

Dam (Hakra River). 

15. In September 2021, the European Council 
adopted a reserve of how many billion euros 
aimed at helping businesses tackle the short-
term effects of Brexit? 
A. 2 
B. 3 
C. 4  
D. 5 
E. 6 
 
Correct Answer – D. 5 
Explanation: The European Council on 28 

September 2021 adopted a 5 billion euro ($5.8 

billion) reserve aimed at helping businesses 

tackle the short-term effects of Brexit. The 

reserve would cover extra costs and compensate 

the losses from the UK's withdrawal from the 27-

nation trade bloc. The European Council 

represents the national government of every 

European Union member nation. 
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30th September 2021
1. What is the new validity period of the 
Company Law Committee, formed by the 
Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA)? 
A. December 2022 
B. November 2022 
C. October 2022 
D. September 2022 
E. August 2022 
 
Correct Answer: D. September 2022 
Explanation: The Ministry of Corporate Affairs 

(MCA) has once again extended the tenure of 

the Company Law Committee by one year 

until September 16, 2022. Corporate affairs 

secretary Rajesh Verma is the present 

chairperson of the committee. The committee 

was constituted in 2019 and has a total of 11 

members.The committee was set up to suggest 

measures to improve the functioning of 

the National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT), make 

recommendations on issues pertaining to the 

implementation of the Companies Act and 

Limited Liability Partnership Act. The tenure of 

the panel was extended in 2020 also, till 

September 17, 2021. 

Important Points: 

 Minister of Corporate Affairs: Nirmala 

Sitharaman. 

2. Sojat Mehndi of which state has received the 
GI tag recently? 
A. Punjab 

B. Maharashtra 

C. Uttar Pradesh 

D. Uttarakhand 

E. Rajasthan 

Correct Answer – E. Rajasthan 

Explanation: Judima, homemade rice wine 

from Assam and Sojat Mehndi 

(Henna) from Rajasthan, has been awarded 

the geographical indication (GI) tag. A GI tag is 

awarded to products associated with a specific 

geographical origin. Award of a GI sign not only 

helps in tracing the origins of products but also 

helps in confirming authenticity and marketing of 

indigenous specialities. 

About the Judima: 

Judima is a local fermented drink made with rice, 

brewed by the Dimasa community in Assam. It 

derives its name from the words Ju which means 

wine and Dima means ‘belonging to the Dimasa’. 

It is the first traditional brew in all of the 

northeast to bag GI tag. 

About the Sojat Mehendi: 

Sojat Mehendi, originating from Mehendi leaves 

grown in Sojat, is naturally cultivated using 

rainwater. Sojat tehsil of the Pali district in 

Rajasthan has a suitable geological structure, 

topography and drainage system, climate and soil 

for naturally cultivating the mehndi leave crop. 

3. International Cricket Council launches T20 
World Cup anthem. The song is composed by 
whom? 
A. Vishal–Shekhar 
B. Shankar–Ehsaan–Loy  
C. Pritam Chakraborty 
D. A. R. Rahman 
E. Amit Trivedi 
 

Correct Answer – E. Amit Trivedi 
Explanation: The International Cricket 

Council has launched the official anthem of the 
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upcoming T20 World Cup along with a campaign 

film featuring ‘avatars’ of Indian batting 

maestro Virat Kohli and West Indies 

skipper Kieron Pollard. The song is composed by 

Bollywood music director Amit Trivedi, an 

animated film that features young fans from all 

over the world engaged in T20I cricket and 

includes some of the sport’s biggest 

superstars.The tournament will begin on October 

17 in Oman and UAE, with the final to be played 

in Dubai on November 14. 

About the song: 

India captain Kohli leads the group of players 

brought to life as ‘avatars’ in the animation, that 

interact with each other throughout. Kohli is 

joined by fellow captain Pollard of the reigning 

champions, West Indies as well as Australian all-

rounder Glenn Maxwell and Rashid Khan of 

Afghanistan.Launched in collaboration with ICC’s 

global broadcast partner Star Sports, the film 

premiers worldwide on Thursday across ICC, 

BCCI, and Star Sports’ social media handles. 

4. Ryder Cup is a tournament related to which 
sport? 
A. Golf 

B. Tennis 

C. Badminton 

D. Hockey 

E.  Cricket 

Correct Answer – A. Golf 
Explanation: The United States has clinched 

the 2021 Ryder Cup after rookie Collin 

Morikawa secured the final half-point to get to 

a 19-9 victory, which is the largest margin of 

victory in Ryder Cup history since the 28-point 

format came about. It’s the first time since 1979 

and 1983 that Team USA won back-to-back home 

Ryder Cups after winning in 2016 at Hazeltine. 

The Americans lost in 2018 in France and seven 

of the last 10 Ryder Cups against Europe, so a 

dominant 2021 victory could change the tide in 

the rivalry. 

5. Recently, Aveek Sarkar was re-elected as the 
chairman of ______________. 
A. Press Trust of India  

B. Press Information Bureau 

C. Doordarshan 

D. The Hindu 

E. Press Council of India 

Correct Answer- A. Press Trust of India 
Explanation: Aveek Sarkar, the Editor Emeritus 

and Vice Chairman of the Ananda Bazar Group of 

Publications, was re-elected Chairman of Press 

Trust of India (PTI), the country’s largest premier 

news agency. Sarkar is a man of varied interests 

and counts books, food, wine and art among his 

principal loves. He was captain of the Royal 

Calcutta Golf Club (RCGC) for 10 years. Sarkar’s 

re-election for a two-year term was ratified by 

PTI’s Board of Directors at their meeting.K N 

Shanth Kumar, Director of The Printers (Mysore) 

Pvt. Ltd. which brings out Deccan Herald and 

Kannada language daily Prajavani, was elected as 

the Vice-Chairman. 

Important Points: 

 PTI Headquarters location: New Delhi. 

 PTI Founded: 27 August 1947. 

6. The International Day of Awareness of Food 
Loss and Waste is observed annually on which 
day? 
A. 29 September 

B. 28 September 

C. 27 September 

http://www.ixammr.com/
http://bit.ly/ixammrapp


 
 

Ixammr – India’s No.1 Sarkari Exam Prep. App – Free Mock Test | Topics Wise Quizzes | E-Books & Free PDFs 
 

 
Copyright 2021 @ www.ixammr.com 

D. 26 September  

E. 25 September 

Correct Answer – A. 29 September 
Explanation: International Day of Awareness of 

Food Loss and Waste is celebrated on September 

29, since 2020, to promote and implement global 

efforts to resolve the issue of food wastage. The 

United Nations General Assembly designated 29 

September as the International Day of Awareness 

of Food Loss and Waste in 2019.The theme for 

2021 is Stop food loss and waste. For the people. 

For the planet. The main objective of this day is 

to take steps towards responsible consumption 

and production as well as zero hunger, along 

with working towards addressing the problem of 

climate change through sustainable food habits. 

History: 

In 2019, the 74th United Nations General 

Assembly designated 29 September as the 

International Day of Awareness of Food Loss and 

Waste, recognizing the fundamental role that 

sustainable food production plays in promoting 

food security and nutrition. 

7.  The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs 
(CCEA) has approved the continuation of the 
national scheme of “PM POSHAN in schools” , 
earlier known as 'National Programme for Mid-
Day Meal in Schools till ______. 
A. 2023-24 

B. 2024-25 

C. 2025-26 

D. 2026-27 

E. 2027-28 

Correct Answer – C. 2025-26 
Explanation:  The national Mid-Day Meal Scheme 

in government and aided schools popularly will 

now be known as PM POSHAN Scheme and will 

also cover students of balvatikas or pre primary 

classes.The Union Cabinet approved the roll-out 

of the 'PM POSHAN in Schools' scheme that will 

provide hot cooked meal to students of 

elementary classes in government and 

government-aided schools across the 

country.CCEA cleared the PM POSHAN (POshan 

SHakti Nirman) Scheme for providing one hot 

cooked meal in government and government-

aided schools from 2021-22 to 2025-26, earlier 

known as 'National Programme for Mid-Day Meal 

in Schools popularly known as Mid-Day Meal 

Scheme.This is a centrally-sponsored scheme 

which covers all school children studying in 

classes 1 to 8 in government, government-aided 

schools. 

8. Who organizes Global FinTech Fest 2021? 
A. Payments Council of India 

B. Internet and Mobile Association of India 

C. Fintech Convergence Council 

D. A and B 

E. All of the above 

Correct Answer – E. All of the above 
Explanation: Global FinTech Fest (GFF) has been 

organized by Payments Council of India (PCI), 

Fintech Convergence Council (FCC) and Internet 

and Mobile Association of India (AIMAI).Nirmala 

Sitharaman is the Chief Guest at the Global 

FinTech Fest (GFF) 2021.Theme of the fest: 

FinTech: Empowering a Global Digital Economy. 

9. What amount of investment has been 
approved by the union cabinet in ECGC Ltd. 
(formerly known as Export Credit Guarantee 
Corporation of India Ltd.) in five years to 
provide support to exporters as well as banks? 
A. Rs. 1,400 crore 
B. Rs. 2,800 crore 
C. Rs. 3,700 crore 
D. Rs. 4,400 crore 
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E. Rs. 4,800 crore 
 
Correct Answer – D. Rs. 4,400 crore 
Explanation: The Union Cabinet has approved Rs 

4,400 crore rupees investment in ECGC Ltd. 

(formerly known as Export Credit Guarantee 

Corporation of India Ltd.) in five years to provide 

support to exporters as well as banks.Capital 

Infusion and planned IPO are to increase ECGC’s 

underwriting capacity up to 88,000 crore and 

propel additional exports of 5.28 lakh crore over 

a five-year period.It will help create 59 lakh new 

jobs including 2.6 lakh in formal sector.This 

decision is part of a series export related 

schemes and initiatives taken by the Government 

over the last few years.These measures will 

provide a boost to the exports sector.Cabinet has 

also approved listing of Export Credit Guarantee 

Corporation Ltd. through the Initial Public Offer 

on the stock Exchange.The Company intends to 

increase its maximum liabilities to 2.03 lakh crore 

rupees from 1.00 lakh crore rupees by 2025-26. 

10.  Union Law Minister Kiren Rijiju inaugurated 
country’s first “Sports Arbitration Centre of 
India” that will serve as an independent body to 
fast-track disputes in the sports sector in which 
state? 
A. Karnataka 
B. Haryana 
C. Gujarat 
D. Uttar Pradesh 
E. Assam 
 
Correct Answer – C. Gujarat 
Explanation:  Union Law Minister Kiren Rijiju 

inaugurated the country's first "Sports 

Arbitration Centre of India" in Gujarat which will 

serve as an independent body to fast track 

disputes in the sports sector.This centre will have 

"a far-reaching impact" and play an important 

role in expanding the country's sports sector.The 

SACI is promoted by Ahmedabad-based SE 

TransStadia Pvt Ltd as an independent body to 

fast track disputes in the sports sector.The 

Ministry of Law and Justice will provide all the 

legal backing to the SACI which will serve as a 

mechanism to redress issues related to sports, an 

idea that was never thought of before in India. 

11. Which E-commerce company has launched a 
future engineer program in India, its global 
computer science education programme? 
A. Flipkart 
B. Amazon 
C. Walmart 
D. Grofers 
E. Zomato Ltd. 
 
Correct Answer: B. Amazon 
Explanation:  E-commerce major Amazon India 

announced the launch of Amazon Future 

Engineer, its global computer science education 

programme, in India.According to the company, 

the programme will enable access to quality 

computer science education and career 

opportunities for students from 

underrepresented and underserved 

communities.In the first year of its launch, 

Amazon aims to enable and deliver learning 

opportunities to more than 1 lakh students from 

900 government and aided schools across seven 

states in India. 

 

12. According to IIFL-Hurun India Rich List 2021, 
who topped the list of India's riched person? 
A. Gautam Adani 

B. Mukesh Ambani 

C. Lakshmi Mittal 

D. Cyrus Poonawalla 

E. Kumar Birla 

Correct Answer – B. Mukesh Ambani 
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Explanation: IIFL-Hurun India Rich List 2021 was 

released on 30 Sep'21. With a wealth of ₹7.1 lakh 

crore, Mukesh Ambani topped the list for the 

10th consecutive year, followed by Gautam 

Adani. Shiv Nadar of HCL Tech retained the third 

rank whereas SP Hinduja & family moved down 

two positions to the fourth rank in the list.  The 

third-generation inheritor of Godrej, Smita 

Crishna is India's richest woman and is at 40th 

position in the list. The youngest person in the 

list is a 23-year old Shashvat Nakrani, founder of 

BharatPe. 

Hurun India Rich List  

It is a ranking of individuals with a net worth of 

₹1,000 Crore+ and has grown to become the 

most comprehensive rich list from India. Mukesh 

Ambani is the Managing Director of Reliance 

Industries. 

13. In September 2021, who was appointed as 
the CEO of Viacom18? 
A. Jyoti Deshpande 
B. Arvind Krishna 
C. Shantanu Narayen 
D. Ajaypal Singh Banga 
E. Jayshree Ullal 
 

Correct Answer – A. Jyoti Deshpande 
Explanation: Viacom18 has announced the 

appointment of Jyoti Deshpande as its CEO with 

immediate effect. She is already serving on the 

boards of Network 18 and investor in companies 

like Balaji Telefilms and Saavn Media. Viacom 18 

Media Pvt. Limited is a joint venture between 

TV18 and US-based Viacom Inc. Besides the 

movie studio, it owns a video streaming platform 

VOOT. 

14. In September 2021, scientists of which 
country unearthed the fossils of rare eagle 
species called 'Archaehierax sylvestris'? 

A. USA 
B. Russia 
C. India 
D. Australia 
E. Indonesia 
 
Correct Answer – D. Australia 
Explanation A group of scientists from Australia 

has uncovered the fossil of a yet-unknown 

species of the eagle from 25 mn years ago. The 

group of researchers from Flinders University in 

Adelaide found several bone fragments at the 

archaeological site in Lake Pinpa, Australia. These 

remains belong to an ancient hawk called 

Archaehierax sylvestris. These species had short 

but strong wings, longer legs, and a wide foot 

span. 

About Australia:  

 Capital – Canberra.  

 Currency – Australian Dollar.  

 National Sports – Cricket.  

 Highest Peak – Mount Kosciuszko 

15. In September 2021, who among the 
following won the Global Leadership Award, 
presented by US-India Business Council (USIBC)? 
A. Shiv Nadar 
B. Azim Premji 
C. Ratan Tata 
D. N.R. Narayana Murthy 
E. Natarajan Chandrasekaran 
 
Correct Answer – A. Shiv Nadar 
Explanation: Shiv Nadar and Mallika Srinivasan 

have been chosen as the recipients of the US 

India Business Council's (USIBC) 2021 Global 

Leadership Award. Nadar is the founder and 

Chairman emeritus of HCL Technologies and 

Srinivasan is the CMD of Tractors and Farm 

Equipment Limited (TAFE). They will be honored 
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at the 2021 India Ideas Summit to be held on 

October 6-7, 2021. 

About The U.S.-India Business Council:  

 Formed in 1975.  

 Headquarters – Washington DC.  

 Aim – The organization serves as a direct 

link between business and Government 

leaders, resulting in increased trade and 

investment to strengthen ties between 

the two nations
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