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Current Affairs Quest (CAQ) - May 2021 

Monthly Current Affairs Updates and MCQ 

1. National Current Affairs – May 2021 
1. India, Russia to establish a ‘2+2 ministerial dialogue’: India and Russia have agreed to establish a ‘2+2 Ministerial 

Dialogue’ at the Foreign & Defence Minister level between the two countries. Russia is the 4th country and 1st Non-Quad 

member country with which India has established the ‘2+2 Ministerial dialogue’ mechanism. India has such a mechanism 

with the US, Japan and Australia. It is expected to boost the bilateral strategic partnership between India & Russia. 

INDIA-RUSSIA Relations 

 Relations between India and Russia are rooted in history, mutual trust and mutually beneficial cooperation. This is 

a strategic partnership that has withstood the test of time, and which enjoys the support of the people of both 

countries. 

 Diplomatic relations between India and Russia began even before India achieved independence, on 13 April 1947. 

 In the period immediately following independence, the goal for India was attaining economic self-sufficiency 

through investment in heavy industry. The Soviet Union invested in several new enterprises in the areas of heavy 

machine-building, mining, energy production and steel plants. 

 During India’s second Five Year Plan, of the sixteen heavy industry projects set up, eight were initiated with the 

help of the Soviet Union. This included the establishment of the world-famous IIT Bombay. 

2. PM Modi Launches Extension of ‘SVAMITVA scheme’ Across India: Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi launched the 

distribution of e-property cards under the SVAMITVA scheme on National Panchayati Raj Day on April 24, 2021, through 

video conferencing. SVAMITVA stands for Survey of Villages and Mapping with Improvised Technology in Village Areas. 

The launch marked the rollout of the implementation of the SVAMITVA scheme across the entire country. About 4.09 lakh 

property owners were given their e-property cards during the event, in more than 5 thousand villages. 

 The Svamitva Scheme was launched by Prime Minister on 24 April 2020 as a Central Sector Scheme to promote a 

socio-economically empowered and self-reliant rural India. 

 It was launched on pilot basis in the 6 states, Maharashtra, Karnataka, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, 

Madhya Pradesh. 

 The Scheme will ensure the demarcation of inhabited land in rural areas. 
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 It will use drones in surveying and mapping of properties in villages. 

 This will help in reducing disputes over property. 

 The Scheme will cover around 6.62 Lakh villages of the entire country during 2021-2025.  

3. Serum Institute to invest £240 million to expand its vaccine business in UK: Serum Institute of India (SII) is expanding 

its vaccine business in the United Kingdom with an investment of £240 million. The serum has already started phase one 

trials in the UK of a one-dose nasal vaccine for coronavirus, in partnership with Codagenix INC. This was a part of the £533 

million of new Indian investment in the UK in growing sectors such as health and technology. Serum’s investment will 

support clinical trials, research & development and possibly manufacturing of vaccines. This will help the UK and the world 

to defeat the coronavirus pandemic and other deadly diseases. 

4. BRO celebrates 61st raising day on 7th May: The Border Roads Organisation (BRO) was formed on 7 May 1960, with 

the primary goal of securing India’s borders and developing infrastructure in remote areas of India’s north and 

northeastern states. On 7 May 2021 BRO celebrated its 61st Raising Day (foundation day). 

 It is a leading road construction agency under the Ministry of Defence. 

 Its primary role is to provide road connectivity in India’s border areas. It also creates upgrades and maintains 

infrastructure along borders to meet India’s overall tactical and strategic goals. 

 Apart from road construction it also executes maintenance works along Northern and Western frontiers mainly to 

meet strategic requirements of the Indian Army. It is responsible for over 53,000 Km roads. 

 Its work involves Formation Cutting, Surfacing, Bridge construction and Resurfacing. 

 It contributes towards India’s strategic objectives in neighbouring regions by constructing roads in friendly foreign 

nations like Afghanistan, Bhutan, Myanmar, Sri Lanka and Nepal. 

 Disaster management: It has played important role in reconstruction work after the tsunami in Tamil Nadu in 

2004, the Kashmir earthquake in 2005, the Ladakh flash floods in 2010 etc. 

5. CBSE launches ‘Dost for Life’ mobile app: Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) has launched a new mobile app 

for students and parents. The new app ‘Dost for Life’ is an exclusive psychological counselling app for students and parents 

of CBSE-affiliated schools. The new App will simultaneously cater to students and parents from CBSE-affiliated schools in 

different geographies across the world. 

 The app will also provide students with other resource material such as suggestive course guides for after senior 

secondary education, tips on mental health and well being, and a ‘corona guide’ with information on daily safety 

protocol, learning from home and self-care. 

 The counselling sessions shall be provided to students of classes 9-12 by 83 volunteer counsellors and school 

principals. 

 The sessions will be free of cost and provided on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. 
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 Students and parents will be able to choose the time slot for the sessions, either between 9:30 am and 1:30 pm or 

between 1:30 pm and 5:30 pm. 

6. PM Kisan Samman Nidhi: Eighth Instalment released: Prime Minister Narendra Modi recently released the eighth 

instalment of Prime Minister Kisan Samman Nidhi. The Government of India transfers Rs 6,000 to the account of small and 

marginal farmers. These funds are transferred in three instalments. The first instalment of Rs 2,000 is made between April 

and June. The second Instalment is made between August and November. The third instalment is made between 

December and March. 

 The scheme was begun in 2018. 

 The scheme provides financial support to farmers who hold land ownership up to two hectares. 

 Since its inception, the GoI has provided Rs 75,000 crores. 

 It aims to cover 125 million farmers irrespective of their land size. 

7. India loses ONGC-discovered Farzad-B gas field in Iran: India lost the ONGC Videsh Ltd-discovered Farzad-B gas field in 

the Persian Gulf after Iran awarded a contract for developing the giant gas field to a local company. The National Iranian 

Oil Company (NIOC) has signed a contract worth USD 1.78 billion with Petropars Group for the development of Farzad B 

Gas Field in the Persian Gulf. The field holds 23 trillion cubic feet of in-place gas reserves, of which about 60 per cent is 

recoverable. It also holds gas condensates of about 5,000 barrels per billion cubic feet of gas. 

ONGC Videsh Ltd (OVL), the overseas investment arm of state-owned Oil and Natural Gas Corp (ONGC), had in 2008 

discovered a giant gas field in the Farsi offshore exploration block. OVL and its partners had offered to invest up to USD 11 

billion for the development of the discovery, which was later named Farzad-B. 

8. India’s First Agriculture Export Facilitation Centre Launched in Pune: The Mahratta Chamber of Commerce, Industry, 

and Agriculture (MCCIA) has launched India’s first agro-export facilitation centre in Pune, in collaboration with National 

Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD). The new Facilitation Centre will work as a one-stop-centre for the 

exporters in the agricultural sector as well as boost agricultural exports from the region, as per global standards. The 

Center would guide the prospective exporters on various relevant aspects of the ‘farm-to-fork chain of agro-exports 

through its experts. It would organize awareness programs, training programs and workshops on the related aspects, 

organise visits to export houses for getting practical guidance, organise buyer-seller meetings etc. 

9. Six Heritage Sites added to India’s UNESCO World Heritage sites Tentative List: The Union Culture Minister Prahlad 

Singh Patel recently announced that around six cultural heritage sites have been added to the UNESCO World Heritage 

Sites. With this, the total number of sites in the UNESCO World Heritage Sites Tentative list has increased to 48. The 

following six places have successfully entered the tentative list of UNESCO World Heritage sites.  

 Ganga Ghats of Varanasi, 

 Temples of Kancheepuram in Tamil Nadu, 

 Satpura Tiger Reserve in Madhya Pradesh, 
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 Maharashtra Military Architecture 

 Hire Benkal Megalithic site, 

 Bhedaghat Lametaghat of Narmada Valley in Madhya Pradesh 

10. DRDO develops Covid-19 antibody detection kit ‘DIPCOVAN’: India’s Defence Research and Development 

Organisation (DRDO) has developed a Covid-19 antibody detection kit. The DIPCOVAN kit can detect both spikes as well as 

nucleocapsid proteins of Coronavirus with a high sensitivity of 97%. It has been approved by the Indian Council of Medical 

Research and has been developed by the Defence Institute of Physiology and Allied Sciences lab of DRDO in association 

with Delhi’s Vanguard Diagnostics Pvt Ltd. 

DIPCOVAN is intended for the qualitative detection of IgG antibodies in human serum or plasma, targeting SARS-CoV-2 

related antigens. It offers a significantly faster turnaround time of just 75 minutes to conduct the test without any cross-

reactivity with other diseases. The kit has a shelf life of 18 months. 

11. Cabinet approves Opening of a new Consulate General of India in Maldives: Union Cabinet, chaired by Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi has approved the opening of a new Consulate General of India in Addu City, the Maldives in 2021. India 

and Maldives share ethnic, linguistic, cultural, religious and commercial links steeped in antiquity. Maldives occupies an 

important place in the ‘Neighbourhood First Policy’ and the ‘SAGAR’ (Security and Growth for All in the Region) vision of 

the Government of India. 

 The opening of a Consulate General in Addu City will help augment India’s diplomatic presence in the Maldives 

and make it commensurate with the existing and aspired level of engagement. 

 The momentum and energy in the bilateral relationship have reached unprecedented levels under the leadership 

of Prime Minister Modi and President Solih. This is also a forward-looking step in pursuit of our national priority of 

growth and development or ‘SabkaSaathSabka Vikas’. 

 Augmentation of India’s diplomatic presence will, inter-alia, provide market access for Indian companies and 

bolster Indian exports of goods and services. This would have a direct impact in augmenting domestic production 

and employment in line with our goal of a self-reliant India or ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’. 

12. Ayush Ministry Organises Series Of 5 Webinars On “Be With Yoga, Be At Home”: The Ministry of Ayush is organising 

various activities in the run-up to the International Day of Yoga, 2021. One among these is a series of five webinars that 

the Ministry is organising under the broad theme of “Be with Yoga, Be at Home” in collaboration with five renowned 

organisations of the country who will present one webinar each on a particular topic. Some renowned Organisations are:- 

The Art of Living, The Yoga Institute, ArhamDhyanYog, etc. 

This series of five insightful webinars are aimed to remind the wider audience about the issues that have become 

extremely important in the present context of Covid-19. The series will seek to develop a cumulative understanding to 

respond to these cross-cutting issues, relying upon the collective experiential wisdom of five organisations that have their 

own distinctive tradition of learning and sharing. 
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13. Cabinet Approves MoUs Signed Between ICoAl, ICSI With Foreign Countries: The Union Cabinet has granted approval 

to the Memorandum of Understandings (MoUs) entered into by the Institute of Cost Accountants of India and the Institute 

of Company Secretaries of India with various countries and organisations. The MoUs seek to facilitate mutual recognition 

of qualifications and a range of collaborative activities for the exchange of knowledge. The signed MoUs would help in the 

advancement of the goals on equity, public accountability and innovation among the beneficiaries countries. 

The Institute of Cost Accountants of India (ICoAl) and the Institute of Company Secretaries of India (ICSI) have signed 

MoUs with foreign organisations namely Institute of Public Accountants (IPA), Australia, Chartered Institute for Securities 

and Investment, UK (CISI), Chartered Institute of Public Finance and Accountancy (CIPFA), UK, Institute of Certified 

Management Accountants, Sri Lanka and Institute of Chartered Secretaries and Administrators (ICSA), UK. 

14. India to launch mobile tech platform ‘UNITE AWARE’ for UN peacekeepers: India will launch ‘UNITE AWARE’, a 

mobile tech platform for the United Nations Peacekeepers to improve their safety and security in the line of duty. It will be 

launched during India’s United Nations Security Council (UNSC) Presidency term in August 2021 (Presidency of the UNSC 

Council is held by each of the members in turn for one month). 

 UNITED AWARE will increase the situational awareness of the peacekeepers by providing terrain-related 

information. 

 India has spent USD 1.64 million on the project and is developing it in partnership with the UN Department of 

Peacekeeping Operations and Department of Operational Support. 

 The information about the platform was shared by India’s Deputy Permanent Representative to the UN, 

Ambassador K Nagaraj Naidu during his virtual address to UNSC Open Debate ‘Peacekeeping Operations: 

Improving safety and security of peacekeepers. 

15. Rajnath Singh launches SeHAT OPD portal: Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath Singh has launched the ‘Services e-Health 

Assistance & Tele-consultation (SeHAT) OPD portal, through video conferencing. The main motive of the portal is to 

provide telemedicine services to the serving Armed Forces personnel, veterans and their families. 

 The portal can be accessed at https://sehatopd.in/, to avail the telemedicine services 

 SeHAT OPD portal is the final version with advanced safety features. 

 The trial version was launched in August 2020 and more than 6,500 medical consultations have already been 

carried on the beta version. 

16. PM Modi announces Rs 10 Lakh PM CARES Fund for kids orphaned due to COVID: Prime Minister Narendra Modi has 

announced a number of welfare measures for children who lost their parents to COVID-19. All children who have lost 

either both parents or surviving parents or legal guardians or adoptive parents due to COVID-19 will be supported under 

PM-CARES for Children scheme. The welfare measures have been listed below: 

Fixed Deposit in the name of the child 
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 The government has announced the “PM-CARES for Children” scheme under which fixed deposits will be opened 

in the names of such children from the PM-CARES fund. 

 The total corpus of the fund will be Rs 10 lakh for each child. 

 This corpus will be used to give a monthly financial support/ stipend when the child reaches 18 years of age, for 

the next five years to take care of his or her personal requirements. 

 Upon reaching the age of 23 years, the child will get the corpus amount as one lump sum for personal and 

professional use. 

Education 

 Children under 10 years will be given admission to the nearest Kendriya Vidyalaya or in a private school as a day 

scholar. 

 Children between 11-18 years of age will be given admission to any central government residential school such 

as Sainik School and Navodaya Vidyalaya. 

 For higher education, children will be assisted in obtaining education loan for professional courses or higher 

education in India according to existing norms. The interest on this loan will be paid from the PM-CARES fund. 

Health Insurance 

 Each child will be enrolled as a beneficiary under Ayushman Bharat Scheme (PM-JAY) with a health insurance 

cover of Rs 5 lakh. 

 The premium amount for these children will be paid by PM CARES, till they attain the age of 18 years. 

17. Govt announces scheme to provide pension for dependents of Covid victims: The Prime Minister Narendra Modi-led 

Government of India has announced two major measures for those families who have lost the earning member due to 

Covid, to mitigate financial difficulties that may be faced by them. Firstly, the government have decided to provide family 

pension to such families and secondly, provide them with enhanced & liberalised insurance compensation. Key Facts 

relating to the schemes- 

1. Family Pension under Employees State Insurance Corporation (ESIC) 

 Dependent family members of such persons will be entitled to get the benefit of a pension equivalent to 90% of 

the average daily wage drawn by the worker as per the existing norms. 

 This benefit will be applicable with effect from 24 March 2020 till 24 March 2022. 

2. Employees Provident Fund Organization- Employees’ Deposit Linked Insurance Scheme (EDLI) 

 The insurance benefits under the EDLI scheme have been enhanced and liberalized, particularly to help the 

families of employees who have lost their lives due to COVID. 
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 The amount of maximum insurance benefit has been increased from Rs 6 lakh to Rs. 7 lakh. 

 The provision of minimum insurance benefit has been retained at Rs. 2.5 lakh. 

 This benefit will apply retrospectively from 15 February 2020 for the next three years, that is 15 February 2022. 

18. Government launches YUVA PM Scheme For Mentoring Young Authors: The Department of Higher Education under 

the Ministry of Education has launched a new initiative called ‘YUVA- Prime Minister’s Scheme For Mentoring Young 

Authors’. YUVA stands for Young, Upcoming and Versatile Authors. It is an Author Mentorship programme to train young 

and budding authors, below 30 years of age to promote reading, writing and book culture in the country, and project India 

and Indian writings globally. 

 The National Book Trust, India under the Ministry of Education will be the Implementing Agency for the scheme. 

 A total of 75 authors will be selected through an All India Contest, that will be conducted 

through https://www.mygov.in/ from 1 June – 31 July 2021. 

 The young winning authors will be trained by eminent authors/mentors. 

 A consolidated scholarship of Rs.50,000 per month for a period of six months per author will be paid under 

the Mentorship Scheme. 

2. International Current Affairs – May 2021 
1. China Launches Robot Prototype ‘NEO-01’ Clear Space Debris: The Chinese government has launched a robot 

prototype named as ‘NEO-01’, in the Earth’s low orbit, on its Long March 6 rocket. The 30kg robot prototype has been 

developed by Shenzhen-based space mining start-up ‘Origin Space’. 

 To observe small celestial bodies in deep space and to experiment with space debris removal techniques. 

 NEO-01 will use a large net to capture debris left behind by other spacecraft and then burn it using its electric 

propulsion system. 

2. UK become the first country to allow Driverless cars on roads: The United Kingdom has become the first country to 

announce regulation for the use of self-driving vehicles at low speeds. The UK wants to be at the forefront in rolling out 

autonomous driving technology. The Government of the UK forecasts that around 40% of UK cars will have self-driving 

capabilities by 2035. This will create 38,000 jobs in the country. The speed limit of the ALKS is to be set at 37 miles per 

hour. The ALKS shall drive itself in a single lane. 

A self-driving vehicle is fully autonomous. No driver is required for the safe operation of the vehicle. Self-driving 

technologies have been developed by Uber, Google, Nissan, Tesla. Most of the self-driving systems maintain an internal 

map. They use lasers, sensors and radars to map their surroundings. Based on the map created, instructions are delivered 

to the actuators of the vehicle. 
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3. PESCO: EU approves US participation for the first time: The European Union recently approved the requests of Norway, 

Canada and the United States to participate in the Permanent Structured Cooperation (PESCO) defence initiative. This is 

the first time, the European bloc has allowed a third state to participate in the PESCO project. The countries will now 

participate in the Military Mobility Project in Europe. It is to aid the free movement of military units in the European Union 

through the improvement of infrastructure and removal of bureaucratic barriers. It mainly revolves around two areas 

namely bureaucratic barriers (like passport checks) and the requirement of advance notice. During a NATO emergency, the 

troops can move freely and fastly. However, during peacetime, advance notice is required. 

 It is a part of the European Union security and defence policy. It was introduced based on the Treaty of the 

European Union introduced by the Treaty of Lisbon in 2009.  Around four-fifths of the PESCO members are also 

NATO members. NATO is North Atlantic Treaty Organisation. 

 In November 2020, the European Union allowed non-EU members to participate in PESCO. Following this, Canada, 

the US and Norway had requested to participate in PESCO. 

 Four of the states in the European Union declare themselves as neutral. They are Austria, Ireland, Finland and 

Sweden. 

4. Nepal’s Kami Rita scales Everest for record 25th time: Nepalese climber, Kami Rita has scaled Mount Everest for the 

25th time, breaking his own record for the most ascents of the world’s highest peak. Rita, 51, first scaled Everest in 1994  

and has been making the trip nearly every year since then. He is one of many Sherpa guides whose expertise and skills are 

vital to the safety and success of the hundreds of climbers. 

5. Former Senator Bill Nelson Sworn in as the 14th NASA Administrator: Former Senator Bill Nelson was sworn in as the 

14th NASA administrator tasked with carrying out the Biden-Harris administration’s vision for the agency. Nelson served in 

the U.S. Senate for 18 years from Florida and as a payload specialist on space shuttle mission 61-C in 1986. Nelson has 

served in public office over four decades, first in the state legislature and U.S. Congress, then as State Treasurer. He was 

elected three times to the United States Senate, representing Florida for 18 years. His committees included the breadth of 

government policy from defence, intelligence and foreign policy to finance commerce, and health care. 

6. K P Sharma Oli loses vote of confidence in House of Representatives: Nepal Prime Minister K P Sharma Oli has lost the 

vote of confidence in the House of Representatives. K P Sharma Oli got 93 votes in his favour while 124 voted against him. 

In the 275-member House of Representatives, he required at least 136 Votes to win the trust vote in the lower of the 

House of Representatives. After the NCP (Nationalist Congress Party) withdrew its support from the government, PM Oli 

faced a vote of confidence. In January, K P Sharma Oli was expelled from the primary membership of the Nepal 

Communist Party for his decision to dissolve the Parliament. 

7. Hostilities between Israel and Hamas escalated after the air strikes: The Israeli military has bombarded rockets in 

different areas in Gaza. It is the most intense airstrikes in Gaza since 2014. Hamas had red hundreds of rockets towards 

Israel on Monday. After that, Israel has carried out hundreds of airstrikes in Gaza. The Gaza-based Palestinian group, 

Hamas, had red rockets towards Israel in protest of the clash between Israeli police and Palestinian protesters in the Al-

Aqsa Mosque. Al-Aqsa Mosque is located in Jerusalem. It is the third holiest place for Muslims. 
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8. KP Sharma Oli Re-appointed as Prime Minister of Nepal: In Nepal, KP Sharma Oli was re-appointed as the Prime 

Minister of the country by President Bidhya Devi Bhandari. Oli was administered the oath of office by the President on 

May 14, 2021. Now, he must prove that he has majority support in the House within 30 days. This will be his third stint as 

Prime Minister. He was first appointed as PM from 12 October 2015 to 4 August 2016, and then again from 15 February 

2018 to 13 May 2021. 

 The decision to re-appoint Oli was taken after none of the opposition party could secure majority seats in the 

House to form a new government or apply for it in the provided time frame (by 9 pm on 13 May 2021). 

 As a result, Oli, who is the leader of the Communist Party of Nepal (CPN-UML), the largest party in the House of 

Representatives, was appointed for Prime Minister, as per the provision of 76(3) of the Constitution of Nepal. 

 It must be noted that, on 10 May 2021, Oli failed to obtain a vote of confidence in the House of Representatives, 

gaining only 93 of the total 232 votes cast,  which was 43 votes short of reaching the 136-vote majority required 

to win the confidence vote. 

 As a result, Oli was automatically relieved from his post. 

9. Sir David Attenborough named COP26 People’s Advocate: Sir David Attenborough, world-renowned broadcaster & 

natural historian, has been named COP26 People’s Advocate for the U.K.’s Presidency of UN climate change summit in 

Glasgow this November. Attenborough has already inspired millions of people in the U.K. & around the world with his 

passion & knowledge to act on climate change and protect the planet for future generations. 

10. China becomes the world’s first country to ban synthetic cannabinoids: China will become the world’s first country to 

ban all synthetic cannabinoid substances. The ban is likely to come into effect on July 1. The move comes as China tries to 

curb the manufacturing & trafficking of the drug. The synthetic cannabinoids are highly camouflaged, as some are found in 

e-cigarette oil, and some are found in cut tobacco made from various flower petals, or plant stems and leaves. In Xinjiang, 

it has a commonly known nickname of “Natasha.” 

 Synthetic cannabinoids are highly camouflaged, as some are found in e-cigarette oil & some are found in cut 

tobacco made from leaves, flower petals, etc. 

 The synthetic cannabinoid has become one of the most-abused new psychoactive substances. 

 Cannabinoid substances pose a severe threat to society, where the abuse of such substances gives rise to incidents 

such as intentional injuries and impaired driving. 

11. WHO classified Indian coronavirus variant as a “global variant of concern”: The World Health Organization has 

classified a coronavirus variant found in India as a global “variant of concern”. This variant has been named B.1.617. 

According to World Health Organization, this variant is already spread to more than 30 countries. It is more transmissible 

than other variants. This variant is also called the “double mutant variant”. It was 1st identified by the United Kingdom 

health authorities. 

 The B.1.617 variant is the fourth variant of coronavirus classified by the WHO. It has two mutations referred to 

as E484Q and L452R. 

http://www.ixammr.com/
http://bit.ly/ixammrapp


 

Ixammr – India’s No.1 Sarkari Exam Prep. App – Free Mock Test | Topics Wise Quizzes | E-Books & Free PDFs 
 

 
Copyright 2021 @ www.ixammr.com 

 Viruses create one or more variants by mutating themselves. Viruses mutate themselves so that they can 

cohabitate with humans. 

 Scientists across the world are still studying the Vaccine effectiveness against the B.1.617 variant. 

12. China’s First Mars Rover ‘ZhuRong’ Successfully Lands on Mars: China successfully achieved the feat of landing its first 

Mars Rover ‘Zhu Rong’ on the red planet, on May 15, 2021, becoming the only second nation to do so. Till date, only the 

United States has successfully landed its rover on Mars. All other countries that have tried have either crashed or lost 

contact soon after reaching the surface. 

The vehicle used a combination of a protective capsule, a parachute & a rocket platform to make the descent. Zhurong, 

which means God of Fire, was carried to Mars on the Tianwen-1 orbiter. China’s Mars rover, called Zhurong after an 

ancient fire god in Chinese mythology, will part ways with the lander by driving down a foldable ramp. Once it has 

deployed, the rover is expected to spend at least 90 Mars days. 

13. Penpa Tsering elected president of Tibetan exile government: The former speaker of Tibet’s parliament-in-exile, 

Penpa Tsering, has been elected the new president of the exile government. Nearly 64,000 Tibetans living in exile in India, 

Nepal, North America, Europe, Australia and elsewhere voted in the election, which was held in two rounds in January and 

April. It was 3rd direct election of leadership after the withdrawal of Dalai lama from politics. 

14. Atlas V rocket launches SBIRS Geo-5 missile warning satellite for US Space Force: The United Launch Alliance 

launched the Atlas V rocket from Cape Canaveral Space Force Station, Florida. The Atlas V rocket carried SBRIS Geo-5 

Missile Warning Satellite. The full form of SBRIS is the Space-Based Infrared System. It is designed for missile warning, 

missile battlespace and defence characterization. SBRIS is basically a Space Tracking and Surveillance System. SBRIS was 

designed to meet the Infrared Space Surveillance of the United States Space Force System. In 2020 alone, the SBRIS 

satellites detected more than a thousand missiles. 

 The satellite will provide key capabilities in missile warning, battlespace, missile defence. It weighs 4,850 

kilograms. As of 2018, ten SBRIS satellites were launched. 

 Atlas V is a two-stage rocket. It is fueled with rocket grade kerosene and liquid oxygen in its first stage and 

hydrogen and liquid oxygen in the second stage. 

 The rocket put SBRIS at a height of 35,753-kilo metres. 

15. Moctar Ouane reappointed as Prime Minister of Mali: Moctar Ouane is reappointed as Prime Minister of Mali. He was 

appointed as Prime Minister of the caretaker government in August 2020 after the removal of Ibrahim Boubacar Keita. 

Ouane will have to form a new government with room for the political class, under the instructions of President Bah 

N’Daw. In April 2021, Mali’s interim government had announced that it would hold a constitutional referendum on 

October 31 and an election in February 2022. Mali is facing a political crisis due to disputed legislative elections and 

economic crisis due to economic stagnation, corruption, and the Covid-19 pandemic. 

16. China successfully launches new ocean observation satellite Haiyang-2D: China has successfully sent a new ocean-

monitoring satellite into orbit as part of its effort to build an all-weather and round-the-clock dynamic ocean environment 
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monitoring system that would provide early warning on marine disasters. The satellite was launched by a Long March-4B 

rocket carrying the Haiyang-2D (HY-2D) satellite from the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Centre in northwest China. 

 The HY-2D will form a constellation with the HY-2B and HY-2C satellites to build an all-weather and round-the-

clock dynamic ocean environment monitoring system of high frequency and medium and large scale. 

 The HY-2D was developed by the China Academy of Space Technology, and the carrier rocket by the Shanghai 

Academy of Spaceflight Technology. 

 China’s space programme made significant advancements last week when it landed a spacecraft on Mars, 

becoming the second country after the United States to have a rover on the red planet. 

17. Martha Koome becomes Kenya’s first woman chief justice: Martha Karambu Koome is Kenya’s first woman chief 

justice. She is the first woman to head any of the three branches of government. Koome, 61, a calm but staunch women’s 

rights crusader, takes over the judiciary ahead of next year’s general elections and would likely play a decisive role in 

adjudicating any eventual election disputes. 

18. UK launches plan for ‘Global Pandemic Radar’: The United Kingdom will develop an advanced international pathogen 

surveillance network to identify Covid-19 variants and emerging diseases. This Global Pandemic Radar will ensure the early 

detection of new variants and emerging pathogens, so vaccines and treatments needed to stop them can be rapidly 

developed. Prime minister Boris Johnson announced the plans, ahead of the Global Health Summit hosted by Italy and the 

European Union (EU). 

 The radar is expected to be fully up and running with a network of surveillance hubs before the end of 2021, with 

the aim of significantly improving global health security going into next year. 

 WHO will lead an implementation group, supported by global health charity the Wellcome Trust, to launch the 

new international partnership to identify, track and share data on new coronavirus variants and monitor vaccine 

resistance in populations. 

19. IMF proposes $50 billion global vaccination plan: The International Monetary Fund has proposed a $50 billion global 

vaccination plan that would cover at least 40 per cent of the global population by the end of 2021 and at least 60 per cent 

by the first half of 2022. The vaccination target requires additional upfront grants to Covax, donating surplus doses and 

free cross-border flows of raw materials and finished vaccines. 

With strong and coordinated action now and with little in terms of financing relative to the outsized benefits the world can 

durably exit this unprecedented health and economic crisis, IMF Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva said in her 

address to the G20 Health Summit. 

20. Collinet Makosso appointed Republic of Congo’s new Prime Minister:  The President of the Republic of Congo, Denis 

Sassou Nguesso has appointed Anatole Collinet Makosso as the country’s Prime Minister. He replaced Clement Mouamba, 

in-office since 2016. Before this appointment, Makosso was the education minister of the Central African country. He was 

also minister of youth and civic instruction from 2011 to 2016. Since 2016, he has held the position of Minister of Primary 

and Secondary Education in charge of literacy. Mr Collinet Makosso was the deputy campaign manager of candidate 

Sassou Nguesso during the last presidential election. 
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21. David Barnea Appointed as Israel’s Next Mossad Chief: Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu appointed David 

Barnea as the new head of the country’s spy agency, the Mossad. Barnea, a former longtime Mossad operative, will 

succeed Yossi Cohen as head of Israel’s intelligence agency on June 1. Cohen has served as Israel’s spymaster since taking 

office in 2016. Barnea, who is in his 50s, lives in the Sharon region north of Tel Aviv. He did his military service in the elite 

Sayeret Matkal special operations force. About 30 years ago, he enlisted in the Mossad, where he became a case officer. 

22. Ecuador’s Lasso sworn in as first right-wing leader in 14 years: Guillermo Lasso, a conservative, assumed the 

presidency of Ecuador and has become the first right-wing leader in 14 years in Ecuador. The 65-year-old former banker 

beat left-wing economist Andres Arauz in a second-round run-off last month and succeeds the hugely unpopular Lenin 

Moreno. Guillermo Alberto is a banker, businessman, writer and politician who recently became the 47th president of 

Ecuador. He is the first centre-right president in two decades. 

23. Bashar Al-Assad Re-Elected as Syrian President for 4th Term: Syrian President, Bashar al-Assad has been re-elected 

for the fourth straight 7-year term in a landslide victory, winning 95.1 per cent of the total votes cast. The 55-year-old 

Assad is serving as the 19th President of Syria since 17 July 2000. On the eve of the election, the United States, Britain, 

France, Germany and Italy said the poll was “neither free nor fair”, and Syria’s fragmented opposition has called it a 

“farce”. 

24. US Senate confirms Christine Wormuth as first female Army secretary: Christine Wormuth was confirmed 

unanimously by the Senate to be the first female secretary of the Army. Wormuth, who led President Joe Biden’s 

transition team at the Pentagon, got an overwhelmingly warm reception from members of the Senate Armed Services 

Committee during a hearing this month. Her confirmation sets her up as one of the more powerful officials in a defence 

establishment long dominated by men. She is the second woman named to a top Pentagon role by Biden. The deputy 

secretary of defence is Kathleen Hicks. 

3. State-Wise Current Affairs – May 2021 

1. Karnal Admin rolls out ‘Oxygen on wheels’ to tackle oxygen crisis: In wake of the acute oxygen shortage across the 

country, the Karnal administration (Haryana) has rolled out ‘Oxygen on wheels’ to assist hospitals in the fight against the 

COVID-19 pandemic and oxygen crisis. The purpose is to ensure a smooth supply of medical oxygen to hospitals treating 

Covid patients. Under this initiative, a carrier vehicle called a Mobile oxygen bank loaded with 100 Oxygen Cylinders 

reaches out to any district hospital which requisitions its urgent supply. This Round clock service has been able to cater to 

the demands of various hospitals in the area. The initiative is functional 24*7 for all hospitals in the Karnal district. 

2. Mamata Banerjee takes oath as West Bengal CM for the 3rd consecutive time: Mamata Banerjee was sworn as West 

Bengal Chief Minister for the third time in the shadow of Covid and post-poll violence in parts of the state. The oath 

ceremony took place with Covid protocols in place at the “Throne Room” at the Raj Bhavan. The rest of the cabinet and 

the council of ministers will be sworn in on May 9, the birth anniversary of Rabindranath Tagore. Mamata Banerjee won a 

landslide victory in the Bengal election to secure a third straight term. The Trinamool won 213 of 292 seats while its 

strongest rival, BJP, finished second with 77 seats. Mamata Banerjee will head to her office Nabanna, where she will be 

given a guard of honour by the Kolkata Police. 
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3. Indian Army Launches First Solar Plant in North Sikkim: The Indian Army recently launched the first Green Solar Energy 

harnessing plant in Sikkim. It was launched to benefit the troops of the Indian army. The plant uses Vanadium based 

battery technology. It was built at an altitude of 16,000 feet. The capacity of the plant is 56 KVA. It was completed in 

collaboration with IIT Mumbai. 

 In January 2021, Vanadium was discovered in Arunachal Pradesh. This was the first discovery of Vanadium in 

India. 

 India consumes 4% of global vanadium production in the world. 

 It is found in sixty different minerals and ores that includes carnotite, vanadate, roscoelite, patronite. 

 Vanadium is used in making steel alloys, space vehicles, nuclear reactors, etc. It is also used in making girders, 

piston rods. Vanadium redox batteries are used in superconducting magnets. They are also used to create reliable 

renewable sources of energy. 

 The colour of Vanadium is silver. It is a transitional metal, that is, a good conductor of heat and electricity. 

4. Nation’s first ‘Drive in Vaccination Center’ unveiled in Mumbai: The Nation’s first ‘Drive in Vaccination Center’ was 

inaugurated by MP Rahul Shewale in Mumbai. This center has been set up in the parking lot of Kohinoor Square Tower at 

Dadar. This first of its kind ‘Drive-in Vaccination Center’ facility has been made available to the citizens at a time when 

people with disabilities are facing difficulties in getting to the vaccination center. The center also provides transportation 

facilities to the citizens who do not have their own vehicles. The vaccination has been started and the facility is available 

for all sections of society. MP Rahul Shewale informed that this facility will be provided in other multi-parking lots in the 

city, after assessing the success of this first project.  

5. Odisha announces Gopabandhu Sambadika Swasthya Bima Yojana: Odisha government has announced Gopabandhu 

Sambadika Swasthya Bima Yojana for journalists. Odisha has declared the journalists as frontline Covid warriors. It will 

benet more than 6500 journalists of the state. Under the Gopabandhu Sambadika Swasthya Bima Yojana, a health 

insurance cover of Rs 2 lakh will be provided to each Journalist. Under the scheme, financial assistance of Rs 15 lakh will be 

provided to the families of journalists who died from COVID-19 while performing duty. 

6. DMK chief Stalin appointed as the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu: Tamil Nadu governor Banwarilal Purohit has 

appointed Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) chief MK Stalin as the chief minister of Tamil Nadu. The 68-year-old is the 

son of the former five-term Tamil Nadu chief minister, the late M Karunanidhi. The DMK-led alliance won 159 seats, well 

ahead of the majority mark of 118 seats. The party alone won 133 seats in the election. In the 2019 Lok Sabha elections, 

Stalin led the United Progressive Alliance (UPA), of which the DMK is a constituent, to victory in 38 out of 39 parliamentary 

seats in Tamil Nadu. 

7. N Rangasamy Sworn in as Chief Minister of Puducherry: The All India NR Congress (AINRC) founder leader N 

Rangasamy has been sworn in as the Chief Minister of the Union Territory of Puducherry, for a record fourth time, on May 

07, 2021. N Rangasamy was administered the oath of office and secrecy by Lieutenant governor (additional charge) 

Tamilisai Soundararajan. Prior to this, the 71-year-old served as Chief Minister of Puducherry from 2001 to 2008 as a 

member of the Indian National Congress and then from 2011 to 2016 as a member of AINRC. It will be the first time that 
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Rangasamy will be heading a coalition cabinet, National Democratic Alliance (NDA) in the UT, which has members from BJP 

and AINRC. 

8. Himachal Pradesh is Building ‘Forest Ponds’ to Harvest Rainwater: Under the Parvat Dhara scheme, the Himachal 

Pradesh government has initiated rejuvenation of water sources and recharging aquifers through the forest department 

with an outlay of Rs 20 crore. The work was started in 10 forest divisions that include Bilaspur, Hamirpur, Jogindernagar, 

Nachan, Parvati, Nurpur, Rajgarh, Nalagarh, Theog and Dalhousie. Under the scheme, the cleaning and maintenance of 

existing ponds have been done. Also, the construction of new ponds, contour trenches, dams, check dams and retaining 

wall to control the soil erosion has been done. The scheme aims to enhance the water level by retaining water for the 

maximum period. Efforts are also being made to improve the green cover by planting fruit-bearing plants. 

9. Himanta Biswa Sarma chosen Assam’s new chief minister: Himanta Biswa Sarma has been named as the 15th Chief 

Minister of Assam on May 08, 2021. He will replace incumbent Sarbananda Sonowal. He will take the charge of the office 

with effect from May 10, 2021. The BJP party won a second straight term in the 2021 assembly polls in the state. The party 

won 60 seats in the 126-member Assam assembly. Mr Sarma joined the BJP six years ago in 2015, after quitting the 

Congress. 

10. Tripura Launches Auro Scholarship Programme of Sri Aurobindo Society: Education Minister of Tripura, Ratan Lal 

Nath launched the ‘Auro Scholarship Programme’ of Sri Aurobindo Society for all the students of the state. Auro 

Scholarship Programme provides the monthly micro-scholarship to the students in order to motivate them towards 

achieving better learning outcomes once students achieve benchmark performance in 10-min curriculum-aligned Quizzes.  

 1000’s scholars of Tripura will develop into direct beneficiaries and the standard of training within the State will 

attain new heights. 

 The month-to-month micro-scholarship programme will profit the scholars in the long term. 

 They are going to develop into intrinsically motivated to be taught and develop. It’s an honour for the Sri 

Aurobindo Society to companion with the federal government of Tripura and making the scholarship accessible to 

all the scholars of the state. 

11. Puducherry becomes ‘Har Ghar Jal’ UT: Puducherry has achieved the target of 100% piped water connection in rural 

areas under the Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM). Earlier, Goa, Telangana and Andaman & Nicobar Islands have provided tap water 

supply to every rural home under Jal Jeevan Mission. So, Puducherry is the fourth State/UT to provide assured tap water 

supply to every rural home under Jal Jeevan Mission. Jal Jeevan Mission is being implemented in partnership with States/ 

UTs to provide safe tap water to every rural home by 2024. The State of Punjab and the UTs of Dadra & Nagar Haveli and 

Daman & Diu have covered over 75% of rural homes with assured tap water supply. 

12. Delhi Police launched vehicle helpline ‘COVI Van’ for senior citizens: Delhi Police has launched a helpline number for 

senior citizens who are struggling with their essential needs amid Covid-19. South District Police of the national capital has 

launched a COVI Van Helpline (012- 26241077) for senior citizens in the neighbourhood amid the coronavirus situation 

here.  
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 The information of commencement of COVI Van has been disseminated in the Greater Kailash -1 area through 

beat officers and Residents Welfare Association (RWA). 

 All the precautions including – sanitisation, gloves, masks and social distancing – will be taken while and after 

every visit. 

 After receiving any call from COVI Van, deployed police official on COVI Van with a beat officer will go to the house 

of senior citizens and help them in getting their needs, including any essential item, vaccination and medicines. 

13. Punjab CM Amarinder Singh Declares Malerkotla as 23rd District: Punjab Chief Minister Amarinder Singh has declared 

Malerkotla as the 23rd district of the state on May 14, 2021, on the occasion of Eid-ul-Fitr. Malerkotla is a Muslim-

dominated area and has been carved out of the Sangrur district of the state. The government had promised that 

Malerkotla will be declared a district soon in 2017. 

14. Uttarakhand Police Launches ‘Mission Hausla’: The Uttarakhand Police has launched a drive called “Mission Hausla” 

to help people get oxygen, beds, ventilators, and plasma for Covid-19 patients. Besides these, police will also help the 

public to get medicines meant for Covid-19 management as part of the mission and rations. Delivering medicines, oxygen 

and ration at the doorsteps of families battling the coronavirus and coordinating between plasma donors and those in 

need of it will also be some of the activities to be taken up by the police as part of the mission. Police stations will serve as 

nodal centres for managing crowds in market areas and ensuring COVID- appropriate behaviour by people like wearing 

masks and social distancing in public places, he said. Stern action will be taken against those who violate the norms. 

15. Himachal Government launches ‘Ayush Ghar-Dwar’ program: Himachal Government has launched the ‘Ayush Ghar-

Dwar’ program to keep the home isolated Covid-19 positive patients healthy by practising Yoga. This program has been 

started by the Department of AYUSH in collaboration with the Art of Living organisation. Yoga Bharti’s instructors  would 

provide their services in the program. During the launch, about 80 home isolated Covid positive patients from all over the 

state were also connected virtually. Under the program, approximately 1000 virtual groups on social media platforms like 

zoom, WhatsApp and Google meet will be formed to connect with COVID positive patients in home isolation. The initiative 

intends to provide a holistic healthcare approach through AYUSH to ensure not only physical but also mental, social and 

spiritual wellbeing. 

16. Haryana Declares Black Fungus A Notified Disease: Black Fungus has been categorised as a notified disease in 

Haryana, making it imperative that government authorities be informed about each case. This will allow in the tracking 

and management of an outbreak. The COVID-19 pandemic in India has catalysed the spread of black fungus or 

mucormycosis, which can disfigure people even when it is not fatal. Declaring a disease notifiable helps collate information 

and lets authorities monitor the disease and set off early warnings. 

“Black fungus” mainly affects people on medication for other health problems that reduce their ability to fight 

environmental pathogens, according to the Indian Council of Medical Research. The COVID-19 pandemic in India has 

catalysed the fungal infection into a dangerous disease disfiguring scores and even killing some. 

17. Manipur CM launches ‘MOMA Market’ for vegetable: Manipur Chief Minister N Biren Singh has launched a 

smartphone application “Manipur Organic Mission Agency (MOMA) Market” for home delivery of fresh vegetables to 

ensure that people get fresh vegetables at their doorsteps during the COVID-19 induced curfew. MOMA a unit of the state 
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horticulture and soil conservation department launched the app under the CM’s supervision to make fresh vegetables 

available for day-to-day consumption and to reduce the distress sales of farm produce during the COVID-19 pandemic 

lockdown. 

MOMA has been assigned to work in the area and channel farm produces to consumers via home delivery in order to 

prevent vegetable losses and COVID-19 spread. Farmers Producer Companies (FPCs) working with MOMA will harvest 

vegetables from various farms. It will then be transported to cold storage and warehouses at the department’s complex in 

Sanjenthong and other locations. Finally, the consumer’s MOMA Market order will be shipped to their doorstep. 

18. ‘Medicine from the sky’ pilot at Vikarabad area hospital: The Telangana government has selected 16 primary 

healthcare centres (PHCs) spread around Vikarabad area hospital for pilot testing the ambitious ‘Medicine from the sky’, 

the first-of-its-kind project involving delivery of medicines through multiple drones. The area hospital has been selected as 

the central point owing to the presence of cold chain facilities and the selected PHCs are both within the Visual Line of 

Sight (VLOS) and Beyond Visual Line of Sight (BVLOS) range. 

 A consortium of seven operators headed by Blue Dart Med-Express had been selected for the project to be 

launched in the VLOS range of 500 metres initially and will be scaled up gradually to a 9 km range. 

 The project would be launched in three waves starting with a pilot followed by mapping the route network for the 

operation of drones for delivering vaccine/medicine in the desired community health centres and PHCs. 

 The project is being launched following the approval granted by the Civil Aviation Ministry to the request made by 

the State to grant conditional exemption from the Unmanned Aircraft System Rules 2021 for conducting 

experimental BVLOS drone flights for delivery of vaccines. 

19. West Bengal government approved setting up of Legislative Council: The West Bengal cabinet, chaired by Chief 

Minister Mamata Banerjee, has approved the formation of the Legislative Council. At present, only Andhra Pradesh, 

Karnataka, Telangana, Maharashtra, Bihar, and Uttar Pradesh have Legislative Council. Previously, West Bengal had a 

bicameral legislature but it was abolished by the United Front government in 1969. 

 The State Legislative Council is the Upper house of the state legislature. 

 It is established under Article 169 of the Indian Constitution. 

 The size of the State Legislative Council cannot be more than one-third of the members of the State Legislative 

Assembly. 

 Parliament of India can create or abolish the State Legislative Council of a state if that state’s legislature passes a 

resolution for that with a special majority. 

20. Jharkhand launches ‘Amrit Vahini’ App for online booking of hospital beds: Jharkhand has launched the ‘Amrit 

Vahini’ App for the online booking of hospital beds. Corona patients in Jharkhand can book hospital beds online through 

the ‘Amrit Vahini’ App launched by CM Hemant Soren. ‘Amrit Vahini’ App, the state government would be able to provide 

better facilities for the people infected with the coronavirus. Though ‘Amrit Vahini’ App or website one can get all 

http://www.ixammr.com/
http://bit.ly/ixammrapp


 

Ixammr – India’s No.1 Sarkari Exam Prep. App – Free Mock Test | Topics Wise Quizzes | E-Books & Free PDFs 
 

 
Copyright 2021 @ www.ixammr.com 

information about the availability of hospital beds and even book one for himself or anybody else online. The bed booked 

by the person will be kept reserved for him for the next two hours. 

21. Pinarayi Vijayan takes oath as Kerala Chief Minister for 2nd time: Pinarayi Vijayan was sworn as Kerala Chief Minister 

for the second time in the shadow of the Covid-19 crisis in the state. The oath ceremony took place with Covid protocols in 

place at the Central Stadium in Thiruvananthapuram. Governor Arif Mohammed Khan administered the oath of office to 

76-year-old Vijayan. It is the second stint of the Marxist veteran in the top office. The new Left Democratic Front (LDF) 

government bucked the trends, as Kerala usually alternates between the Left and a Congress government, by registering a 

dominant win in the 6 April assembly polls. The LDF won 99 of 140 seats. 

22. Donations related to Covid-19: Haryana, Gujarat reimburse GST: Haryana and Gujarat have become the first few 

states to announce reimbursement of Goods and Services Tax (GST) components paid for Covid-19 related medical 

supplies. These medical supplies include oxygen concentrators, ventilators, medicines which would be donated free of cost 

to the state governments. Waiver from Haryana is till June 30, while that of Gujarat is valid till July 31. Gujarat has 

announced reimbursement of IGST levied as part of customs on import of Covid related supplies. Haryana has gone a step 

further by announcing reimbursement of even the Centre’s GST component by deciding to pay back all state, central or 

IGST portions on Covid related supplies to the state government. The Centre had earlier waived IGST till June 30 on the 

import of Covid-related relief material donated or received from outside India for free distribution. 

23. Bihar govt launches ‘HIT Covid App’ to ensure regular monitoring: Bihar government has launched ‘HIT Covid App’ to 

ensure regular monitoring and tracking of those Covid-19 patients, who are in home isolation across the state. HIT stands 

for home isolation tracks. Chief Minister Nitish Kumar said the app will help the health workers in regular monitoring of 

home-isolated patients. Health workers will visit the patients at home every day and feed data in the app after measuring 

their temperature and oxygen level. These data will be monitored at the district level. If the oxygen level is below 94, the 

patient will be shifted to the nearby dedicated Covid health centres for proper treatment. 

24. Haryana govt launches ‘Sanjeevani Pariyojana’ to treat COVID patients at home: Haryana government has launched 

an anti-Covid “Sanjeevani Pariyojana”, which will provide supervised and quick medical care at home for people, with mild 

to moderate symptoms of Covid-19, residing in rural areas. This Pariyojana has been launched to extend medical care in 

rural areas where awareness regarding the second wave of Covid-19 and related treatment remains low. It is an important 

step of bringing medical care for the people who need it most and when they need it most. 

 The scope of medical advice will be expanded beyond qualified doctors as it will mobilize 200 final year and pre-

final year medical students and interns by connecting them to consultants and experts. 

 The initiative comprises an Integrated Command and Control Centre to manage critical resources such as 

ambulance tracking, oxygen supply, hospital beds availability, besides, door-to-door awareness campaign. 

 Thus, it will help the district administration in keeping a bird’s eye view of the entire healthcare system. 

25. Maharashtra govt launches “Mission Oxygen Self-Reliance”: Maharashtra government has launched the “Mission 

Oxygen Self-Reliance” scheme to meet the state’s oxygen needs. Special incentives will be given to oxygen-producing 

industries under this scheme. At present, the state’s oxygen generation capacity is 1300 MT per day. Units set up in 

Vidarbha, Marathwada, Dhule, Nandurbar, Ratnagiri and Sindhudurg regions will be eligible for incentives up to 150 per 
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cent of their eligible fixed capital investments and units set up in the rest of Maharashtra will be eligible for up to 100 per 

cent general incentives. 

The government will also give a refund on gross SGST, stamp duty, electricity duty and unit subsidy of power cost for five 

years and interest subsidy for MSME units with a fixed capital investment of up to Rs 50 crore. Only those applying before 

June 30 will get the benefits of this policy. With these incentives, Maharashtra’s healthcare system is expected to be 

strengthened by increasing manufacturing and storage for becoming an oxygen self-reliant state soon. 

26. Uttarakhand CM declared Vatsalya Yojana for children orphaned due to Corona:  Uttarakhand Chief Minister Tirath 

Singh Rawat has announced Chief Minister Vatsalya Yojana for orphaned children who have lost their parents due to 

Covid-19. Under the scheme, the State Government will make arrangements for their maintenance, education and training 

for employment up to the age of 21 years. The Chief Minister said that such orphaned children of the state will be given a 

maintenance allowance of 3000 rupees per month. 

The state government will make laws for the paternal property of these orphans in which no one will have the right to sell 

their paternal property until they are adults. This responsibility will be with the District Magistrate of the concerned 

district. The Chief Minister also said that the children whose parents have died due to Covid-19 will be given 5 per cent 

horizontal reservation in government jobs of the state government. 

27. Mohali international hockey stadium renamed after Balbir Singh Senior: The Punjab Government finally announced 

to rename the Mohali International Hockey Stadium, after triple Olympian and Padma Shri Balbir Singh Sr. The stadium will 

now be known as Olympian Balbir Singh Senior International Hockey Stadium. The government also announced to start a 

scholarship scheme in the legend’s name for meritorious hockey players of the state. 

Balbir Singh Sr played an important role in making the Indian hockey team a three-time Olympics champion. No one has 

been able to break his Olympics final record till date. He scored five goals in India’s 6-1 victory over the Netherlands in the 

final of the 1952 Olympic Games. He also was the manager of the 1975 World Cup-winning Indian team. The Punjab 

Government had honoured the legendary player with the Maharaja Ranjit Singh Award in 2019. 

28. Assam CM Himanta Biswa Sarma Appoints ‘Guardian Ministers’: Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma has 

appointed ‘Guardian Ministers’ to oversee the implementation of government policy decisions, administrative reforms, 

and other welfare schemes in all the 34 districts of the state. 13 ‘Guardian Ministers’ have been appointed for all 34 

districts in Assam, for balanced, speedy and sustainable developments of these districts. The assigned ministers will be 

responsible for the implementation of all centrally-sponsored schemes as well as the state’s own priority programmes. 

29. Kerala’s new Smart Kitchen Scheme: Chief Minister of Kerala, Pinarayi Vijayan has announced a secretary-level 

committee will formulate guidelines and recommendations on implementation of the “Smart Kitchen Scheme” in state to 

fulfil commitments of the Left Democratic Front (LDF). It aims to account and reduce the workload of women’s domestic 

labour. Smart Kitchen Scheme will be launched by July 10, 2021. 

Under the scheme, women of state will be given loan to refurbish their kitchen. Loan will be provided with a low-interest 

rate in instalment schemes. Scheme seeks to reduce workload of women’s domestic labour. 
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30. Madhya Pradesh Government launches ‘Ankur’ scheme: In Madhya Pradesh, Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan 

government has launched a scheme named ‘Ankur’ under which citizens will be awarded for planting trees during 

monsoon. Citizens taking part in this initiative will be given the Pranvayu Award, to ensure public participation in the 

programme. 

 A sapling plantation campaign will be carried out during the monsoon. 

 Participants will have to upload a picture while planting the sapling and then upload another photograph after 

taking care of the sapling for 30 days. 

 The winners will then be selected from each district, following a verification, to get the Pranvayu Award. 

 Citizens can participate in the tree plantation drive by registering themselves on the Vayudoot app, which has 

been launched by the state for managing the activities of the “Ankur” program. 

4. Economy Current Affairs – May 2021 
1. IHS Markit Estimates GDP Growth Rate of India at 9.6% for FY22: London-based financial services company IHS Markit 

has projected the GDP growth rate of the Indian economy to grow at 9.6 per cent in FY22 (2021-22). The revision is based 

on factors like ongoing lockdown and mobility curbs coupled with fears of an extension, time-wise and across more Indian 

cities. 

2. GST revenues touch all-time high of ₹1.41 lakh crore in April: Gross revenues from the Goods and Services Tax hit a 

record high of ₹1.41 lakh crore in April 2021 in India, suggesting economic activity may not yet be as badly affected amidst 

the ongoing second wave of the COVID-19 pandemic, as last year. April’s GST collections surpassed the previous highest 

collections of ₹1.24 lakh crore in March 2021 by 14%, and mark the seventh month in a row since October that GST 

revenues have crossed ₹1 lakh crore. 

3. Barclays Projects India’s GDP Growth Forecast to 10% in FY22: UK-based global brokerage firm Barclays has cut India’s 

GDP growth estimate for 2021-22 (FY22) to 10 per cent from its earlier estimate of 11 per cent. Apart from this, Barclays 

has estimated the economy to contract by 7.6 per cent in FY21. 

4. Goldman Sachs lowers GDP growth forecast for India in FY22 to 11.1%: Wall Street brokerage, Goldman Sachs has cut 

the GDP growth rate estimate for the Indian economy to 11.1 per cent in fiscal year FY22 (April 01, 2021, to March 31, 

2022), due to increasing intensities of lockdowns by states to check the spread of coronavirus infections. Goldman Sachs 

has also revised the 2021 Calendar Year growth forecast to 9.7 per cent, from the previous estimate of 10.5 per cent. 

5. S&P Revises India’s GDP Growth Forecast to 9.8% for FY22: The US-based S&P Global Ratings has lowered the GDP 

growth forecast of the Indian economy to 9.8 per cent for the financial year 2021-22 (FY22). The US-based rating agency in 

March had an 11 per cent GDP growth forecast for India for April 2021-March 2022 fiscal. on account of a fast economic 

reopening and fiscal stimulus. 

http://www.ixammr.com/
http://bit.ly/ixammrapp


 

Ixammr – India’s No.1 Sarkari Exam Prep. App – Free Mock Test | Topics Wise Quizzes | E-Books & Free PDFs 
 

 
Copyright 2021 @ www.ixammr.com 

6. Fitch Solution Projects India’s GDP Growth Rate for FY22 to 9.5%: Fitch Solution has estimated the GDP of the Indian 

economy to grow 9.5 per cent in 2021-22 (April 2021 to March 2022). The cut in the real GDP is due to the economic 

damage caused as a result of state-level lockdowns imposed because of the sudden and steep surge in the number of 

coronavirus cases. 

7. Nomura Revises GDP Growth Estimate of India in FY22 to 10.8%: Nomura has cut the GDP growth estimate of India for 

the current 2021-22 fiscal (FY22) to 10.8 per cent from the earlier projection of 12.6 per cent. The cut in the GDP rate is 

due to the impact of the second wave-induced lockdowns. Nomura is a Japanese brokerage having its headquarter in 

Tokyo. 

8. Moody’s Projects India’s GDP Forecast for FY22 to 9.3%: The rating agency Moody’s has cut the gross domestic product 

(GDP) forecast of India for FY22 (01 April 2021-31 March 2022) to 9.3 per cent. Earlier this rate was projected at 13.7 per 

cent.  The downward revision in GDP estimates is due to the second wave of Covid infections across the country, which 

have triggered localised lockdowns and mobility curbs. 

9. United Nations: India Projected To Grow At 10.1% In 2022: The United Nations has projected that the Indian economy 

would grow at 10.1 per cent in the calendar year 2022, nearly double the 5.9 per cent growth forecast for the country in 

the January report. But cautioned that the growth outlook of 2021 was “highly fragile” as the country was the “new 

hotbed of the pandemic.” The mid-year update said that India will register a 7.5-per cent growth rate in the calendar year 

2021, after an estimated contraction of 6.8 per cent in 2020. 

10. HDFC Bank projects India’s GDP growth for FY22 at 10%: HDFC Bank has cut India’s growth projection to 10 per cent 

from 11.5 per cent for the current financial year, citing the adverse effect of the second Covid-19 wave. In a worst-case 

scenario of COVID-19, the bank has predicted the GDP rate to be at 8%. 

11. Care Ratings Projects India’s GDP Forecast to 9.2% for FY22: The domestic rating agency, Care Ratings, has revised the 

GDP growth forecast of India for the current fiscal year 2021-2022 (FY22) to 9.2 per cent. This is lower than 10.2 per cent 

estimated earlier in April 2021. 

12. Retail inflation eases to 4.29% in April: The country’s retail inflation, measured by the Consumer Price Index (CPI), 

eased to 4.29 per cent in the month of April. Separately, India’s factory output, measured in terms of the Index of 

Industrial Production (IIP), witnessed a growth of 22.4 per cent in March, two separate data released by the Ministry of 

Statistics & Programme Implementation (MoSPI). The retail inflation during the month of March was at 5.52 per cent. This 

is the fifth consecutive month that the CPI data has come within the Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI) upper margin of 6 per 

cent. The government has asked the central bank to maintain retail inflation at 4 per cent with a margin of 2 per cent on 

either side for a five-year period ending March 2026. 

13. India’s WPI Inflation Surges To 10.49% For April 2021: The Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade 

recently released Wholesale Price in India for the month of April 2021. The annual rate of inflation for the month of April 

2021 was 10.49%. The WPI for the month of April 2021 stood at 128.1. The base year in calculating WPI is fixed as 2011-

12. The inflation rate is high in the month mainly because of the price rise in crude petroleum which in turn increased the 

prices of petrol and diesel in the country. Also, the price rise is due to an increase in the cost of manufactured foods. The 
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annual rate of inflation in April 2021 is high primarily because of rising in prices of crude petroleum, mineral oils viz petrol, 

diesel, etc, and manufactured products as compared to the corresponding month of the previous year. 

WPI Food Index: The WPI Food index consists of food products from the manufactured products group and food articles 

from the primary articles group. The WPI Food Index increased from 153.4 in March 2021 to 158.9 in April 2021. The 

increase rate in April is 7.58% and that of March is 5.28%. 

14. ITR filing deadline for FY21 extended by two months to September 30: The Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) has 

extended the due date for filing income tax returns for assessment year (AY) 2021-22, for individuals, by two months, to 

September 30, 2021. Earlier the deadline was July 31, 2021. The decision to extend timelines for compliances under the 

Income-tax Act 1961 has been taken to provide relief to taxpayers due to the Covid pandemic. The government has also 

extended the due date of Income Tax Returns filing for companies for Assessment Year 2021-2022 from October 31 to 

November 30, 2021. 

15. Foreign direct investment jumps 19% to $59.64 bn in 2020-21: Foreign direct investments (FDI) into the country grew 

19 per cent to USD 59.64 billion during 2020-21 on account of measures taken by the government on the fronts of policy 

reforms, investment facilitation and ease of doing business. Total FDI, including equity, re-invested earnings and capital, 

rose 10 per cent to the “highest ever” of USD 81.72 billion during 2020-21 as against USD 74.39 billion in 2019-20. In terms 

of top investor countries, Singapore is at the top with a 29 per cent share. It was followed by the US (23 per cent) and 

Mauritius (9 per cent) during the last fiscal. FDI equity inflow grew by 19 per cent in 2020-21 (USD 59.64 billion), compared 

to 2019-20 (USD 49.98 billion). 

16. Barclays pegs India’s FY22 GDP growth at 7.7%: Barclays has pegged India’s economic growth for fiscal 2021-22 

(FY22), as measured by gross domestic product (GDP) at 7.7 per cent in the bear-case scenario if the country is hit by the 

third wave of the Covid pandemic going ahead. The economic cost, it believes, could rise by at least a further $42.6 billion, 

assuming another round of similar stringent lockdowns is imposed across the country for eight weeks later this year. 

17. SBI research: GDP likely grew by 1.3% in Q4 FY21: India’s GDP is likely to have grown at 1.3% in the fourth quarter of 

2020-21 and may have contracted by about 7.3% for the full financial year, according to an SBI research report ‘Ecowrap’. 

The National Statistical Office (NSO) will release the GDP estimates for the March 2021 quarter and provisional annual 

estimates for the year 2020-21 on May 31. State Bank of India (SBI) has developed a ‘nowcasting model’ with 41 high-

frequency indicators associated with industry activity, service activity, and the global economy in collaboration with the 

State Bank Institute of Leadership (SBIL), Kolkata. The economics research team said that going by the estimate of 1.3% 

GDP growth, India would still be the fifth-fastest-growing country among 25 nations that have released their GDP numbers 

so far. 

18. GST Council forms 8-member panel to examine tax exemption on Covid material: The Goods and Services Tax (GST) 

Council has constituted a group of ministers (GoM) in order to decide on the rates of COVID-19 relief material. Currently, 

5% GST is levied on domestically manufactured vaccines, while it is 12% for COVID drugs and oxygen concentrators. 

Alcohol-based sanitisers, hand wash, disinfectants and thermometers attract 18% GST. An eight-member ministerial panel 

under the Meghalaya chief minister Conrad K Sangma to consider Goods and Services Tax (GST) exemptions on a range of 

Covid-19 essentials such as vaccines, drugs, testing kits and ventilators. The other members of the group of ministers 

(GoM) are Gujarat deputy chief minister Nitinbhai Patel, Maharashtra deputy chief minister Ajit Pawar, Goa transport 
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minister Mauvin Godinho, Kerala finance minister KN Balagopal, Odisha finance minister Niranjan Pujari, Telangana 

finance minister T Harish Rao and UP finance minister Suresh Kumar Khanna. 

In the 43rd meeting of the GST Council, the finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman had said a ministerial panel will be 

constituted to decide on the rates on the vaccines and medical supplies. According to its terms of reference, the GoM will 

examine the need for GST concession or exemption on Covid vaccines, drugs and medicines for Covid treatment, testing 

kits for Covid detection, medical-grade oxygen, pulse oximeters, hand sanitisers, oxygen therapy instruments 

(concentrators, generators and ventilators), PPE kits, N95 masks, surgical masks, temperature checking thermometers and 

any other items required for Covid relief. 

19. Moody’s Projects Indian Economy to grow 9.3% in FY22: According to Moody’s Investors Service, India’s economy will 

rebound in the current financial year to mark a growth of 9.3 per cent but the second Covid-19 wave has increased risks 

to the country’s outlook with potential longer-term credit implications. Moody’s Investors Service has projected the GDP 

growth rate of the Indian economy as follows: 

 2021-22 (FY22): 9.3% 

 2022-23 (FY23): 7.9% 

In terms of Sovereign ratings, Moody’s has estimated a ‘Baa3’ rating on India with a negative outlook. The economy 

rebounded quickly from a steep contraction in 2020, it said. But risks to India’s credit profile including a persistent 

slowdown in growth, weak government finances and rising financial sector risks have been exacerbated by the shock of 

coronavirus second wave. 

5. Banking Current Affairs – May 2021 
1. RBI joins network for greening financial system: The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has joined the Central Banks and 

Supervisors Network for Greening the Financial System (NGFS) as a member. The central bank joined the NGFS on April 23, 

2021. Green finance assumed significance in the context of climate change. The RBI expects to benefit from the 

membership of NGFS by learning from and contributing to global efforts on green finance, which has assumed significance 

in the context of climate change. 

Launched at the Paris One Planet Summit on December 12, 2017, the NGFS is a group of central banks and supervisors 

willing to share best practices and contribute to the development of environment and climate risk management in the 

financial sector, while mobilising mainstream finance to support the transition towards a sustainable economy. 

2. RBI imposes ₹3 crore penalty on ICICI Bank: The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has imposed a monetary penalty of ₹3 

crores on ICICI Bank for non-compliance with its directions in the matter of shifting of securities from one category to 

another. The monetary penalty has been imposed on the Bank for contravention of certain directions contained in its 

Master Circular on ‘Prudential Norms for Classification, Valuation and Operation of Investment Portfolio by Banks.’ 

This penalty has been imposed in exercise of powers vested in RBI under the provisions of the Banking Regulation Act, 

1949 (the Act). RBI observed that an examination of correspondence in the matter of shifting of securities from one 
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category to another revealed, inter alia, contravention of the aforesaid directions issued by it. This action is based on the 

deficiencies in regulatory compliance and is not intended to pronounce upon the validity of any transaction or agreement 

entered into by the bank with its customers. 

3. RBI Announces Term Liquidity Facility of Rs. 50,000 Crore For Healthcare: The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Governor 

Shaktikanta Das has announced a Covid-19 healthcare package of Rs 50,000 crore, for lending to entities such as vaccine 

makers, medical equipment suppliers, hospitals and related sectors, besides the patients in need of funds for treatment. 

About the Covid-19 healthcare package:  

 The new on-tap special liquidity facility of Rs 50,000 crore will be made available to the banks at the repo rate, for 

access to emergency health security amid the economic stress due to the second wave of Covid-19 in India. 

 Banks can give loans under this facility till March 31, 2022. This Covid loan will be provided for a tenure of up to 3 

years and will be classified as a priority sector loan till repayment or maturity. 

About the Covid loan book mechanism 

 Besides, a Covid loan book mechanism has also been announced for banks, where banks will have an option to 

place an equivalent amount as lend to borrowers, with RBI at the reverse repo rate plus 40 basis points. 

 This means that if banks lend Rs 50,000 crore to the borrowers and the equivalent amount of Rs 50,000 crore of 

surplus funds of the system is put in the reverse repo with RBI, they can earn 3.75 per cent instead of 3.35 per 

cent. 

About the long-term repo operation (LTRO) 

A special long-term repo operation (LTRO) has been announced for small finance banks (SFBs) worth Rs 10,000 crore, to 

provide further lending support to NBFC-microfinance institutions (MFIs) and other MFIs (Societies, Trusts etc.) which are 

members of RBI recognised ‘Self-Regulatory Organisation’. These MFIs must have an asset size of Rs 500 crore, as of 31 

March 2021. 

4. Kotak Mahindra Bank to Extend Online Payments to Farmers & Traders: Kotak Mahindra Bank (KMBL) announced it 

has been selected as a digital payments partner by the National Agriculture Market (eNAM), a pan-India electronic trading 

portal for farm produce. KMBL will enable and facilitate online transactions for all stakeholders on the eNAM platform, 

including farmers, traders and farmer producer organisations (FPOs). Under this initiative, Kotak will provide payment, 

clearing and settlement services on the eNAM platform to facilitate trade between a buyer and seller of Agri produce. 

Kotak has integrated its payment system and portal directly with the payment interface of eNAM, to enable quick and safe 

transactions for Agri participants who have joined the platform. 

eNAM was formed on April 14, 2016, as a unified national market for agricultural commodities by networking Agricultural 

Produce Market Committees (APMCs) across the country. eNAM currently covers 1,000 mandis across 18 states and three 

union territories. There are around 1.68 crore farmers registered on the platform. 

5. RBI sets up an advisory group to assist RRA 2.0: The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has constituted an advisory group to 

assist the second Regulatory Review Authority (RRA 2.0), which was set by the central bank on May 01, 2021 to streamline 
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regulations and reduce the compliance burden of regulated entities. The Advisory Group will be headed by SBI Managing 

Director S Janakiraman. 

Other members of the 6-member advisory group are: 

 T T Srinivasaraghavan (Former Managing Director and Non-Executive Director, Sundaram Finance), 

 Gautam Thakur (Chairman, Saraswat Co-operative Bank), 

 Subir Saha (Group Chief Compliance Officer, ICICI Bank), 

 Ravi Duvvuru (President and CCO, Jana Small Finance Bank), 

 Abadaan Viccaji (Chief Compliance Officer, HSBC India) 

About the RRA 2.0: 

 The second Regulatory Review Authority (RRA 2.0), has been set up for a period of one year from May 01, 2021, to 

review the regulations, circulars, reporting systems and compliance procedures for streamlining them and making 

them more effective. 

 The group will assist the RRA 2.0 by identifying regulations, guidelines, and returns that can be rationalised, and 

submit reports periodically to RRA containing the recommendations/suggestions. 

6. CSC, HDFC Bank launches chatbot ‘Eva’: HDFC Bank and Common Services Centres (CSCs) launched chatbot ‘Eva’ on 

CSCs Digital Seva Portal to support the Village Level Entrepreneurs (VLEs) in providing banking services for the last mile 

rural consumers. This initiative will bridge the gap between India and Bharat. Urban India has been quick to learn and 

adapt to the digital world. Rural India has faced challenges as it has lower Internet penetration. 

 VLEs will learn about the products and services offered by the HDFC Bank, which will improve services to the last 

mile customers and enhance banking services for the last mile. 

 The 24×7 service will allow VLEs to access accurate information about various products, processes and resolve 

queries about HDFC Bank’s services. 

 VLEs would improve their business by learning about account opening, loan lead generation and product details. 

7. Jana Small Finance Bank launches ‘I choose my number’ feature: Jana Small Finance Bank has announced the launch of 

the “I choose my number” feature for all its customers across India. This new feature gives the bank’s existing and new 

customers the option to select their favourite numbers as their savings or current account number. 

 The bank will allow its customers to choose their favourite numbers as the last 10 digits of their bank account, 

savings or current. 

 The allocation of the account number chosen by the customer will be subject to the availability of the requested 

number. 
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 This added feature will help customers relate and connect to the bank more closely as they choose auspicious or 

lucky numbers. 

8. RBI cancels licence of United Co-operative Bank: Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has cancelled the licence of United Co-

operative Bank Ltd over inadequate capital, regulatory non-compliance, based in Bagnan, West Bengal. Through an order 

dated May 10, 2021, the central bank has prohibited the co-operative lender from carrying on banking business, with 

effect from the close of business on May 13, 2021. 

RBI said it cancelled the licence as United Co-operative Bank did not have adequate capital and earning prospects. “As 

such, it does not comply with the provisions of section 11(1) and section 22(3)(d) read with section 56 of the Banking 

Regulation Act, 1949. 

9. Airtel Payments Bank launches Digigold: Airtel Payments Bank has launched “DigiGold”, a digital platform for 

customers to make investments in gold. This has been rolled out in partnership with SafeGold, a provider of digital gold. 

With DigiGold, Airtel Payments Bank’s saving account customers can invest in 24K gold using the Airtel Thanks app. 

Customers can also gift DigiGold to their family and friends, who have a savings account with Airtel Payments Bank. 

The gold purchased by customers is stored securely by SafeGold at no additional cost and can be sold through the Airtel 

Thanks app at any time in a matter of few clicks. There is no minimum investment value requirement and customers can 

start with as low as one rupee. Airtel Payments Bank recently increased its savings deposit limit to ₹2 lakh in line with RBI  

guidelines. It now offers an increased interest rate of 6% on deposits between ₹1-2 lakh. 

10. RBI imposes penalty on City Union Bank, 3 other lenders: The RBI has imposed monetary penalty on City Union Bank, 

Tamilnad Mercantile Bank and two other lenders for contravention of certain directions issued by the central bank. A 

penalty of Rs 1 crore has been imposed on City Union Bank Limited for contravention of/non-compliance with certain 

provisions contained in the RBI (Lending to MSME Sector) Directions, 2017 and the circulars on the Educational Loan 

Scheme and Credit Flow to Agriculture – Agricultural Loans – Waiver of Margin/Security Requirements. In another 

statement, the RBI said it has imposed a penalty of  Rs 1 crore on Tamilnad Mercantile Bank for non-compliance with 

certain provisions of directions issued by it on the Cyber Security Framework in Banks. 

 The Reserve Bank of India also imposed a penalty of Rs 90 lakh on Nutan Nagarik Sahakari Bank, Ahmedabad for 

non-compliance with directions Interest Rate on Deposits, Know Your Customer (KYC) and Circular on Frauds 

Monitoring and Reporting Mechanism. 

 The apex bank has also imposed a monetary penalty of Rs 10 lakh on Daimler Financial Services India Private 

Limited, Pune for non-compliance with certain provisions of the directions issued by RBI contained in ‘Reserve 

Bank Commercial Paper Directions 2017’ and ‘Non-Banking Financial Company – Systemically Important Non-

Deposit taking Company and Deposit taking Company (Reserve Bank) Directions, 2016’. 

11. RBI to transfer Rs. 99,122 crore surplus to Central Government for FY21: The Reserve Bank of India will transfer Rs 

99,122 crore surplus to the Central Government for the accounting period of nine months ended March 31, 2021 (July 

2020-March 2021). The Contingency Risk Buffer will remain at 5.50%. This year RBI has changed its Accounting year from 

July-June to April-March to coincide with the accounting year of Government. As a result, the accounting year 2020-21 of 
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RBI has only 9 months. It must be noted that every year, RBI transfers its entire surplus which it has earned as profit to 

Central Government. 

12. RBI increases the limit for Full-KYC PPIs to Rs 2 lakh from Rs 1 lakh: The Reserve Bank of India has increased the 

maximum amount outstanding in respect of full-KYC PPIs (KYC-compliant PPIs) from Rs. 1 lakh to Rs. 2 lakh. Apart from 

this, The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has mandated that all prepaid payment instruments (PPIs) or mobile wallets such as 

Paytm, PhonePe and Mobikwik are fully KYC-compliant be made interoperable by March 31, 2022. The PPI issuers will 

have to provide interoperability through authorised card networks (for PPIs in the form of cards) and UPI (for PPIs in the 

form of electronic wallets). Interoperability shall be mandatory on the acceptance side as well. PPIs for Mass Transit 

Systems (PPI-MTS) shall remain exempted from interoperability. It will be optional for Gift PPI issuers to have the option of 

interoperability. 

RBI has also permitted cash withdrawal from Full-KYC PPIs of Non-Bank PPI Issuers. The condition on such cash 

withdrawal shall be: 

 Maximum limit of Rs. 2,000 per transaction with an overall limit of Rs. 10,000 per month per PPI. 

 All cash withdrawal transactions performed using a card/wallet shall be authenticated by an Additional Factor of 

Authentication (AFA) / PIN; 

 RBI has increased the limit of cash withdrawal from Points of Sale (PoS) terminals using debit cards and open 

system prepaid cards (issued by banks) to Rs 2000 per transaction within an overall monthly limit of Rs. 10,000 

across all locations (Tier 1 to 6 centres). Earlier this limit was Rs 1000 for Tier 1 and 2 cities while Rs 2000 for Tier 

3 to 6 cities. 

13. IDBI Bank launches digital loan processing system: IDBI Bank announced the launch of its fully digitized loan 

processing system, offering over 50 products to MSME and the agriculture sector. The Loan Processing System (LPS) for 

MSME and Agri products seamlessly integrate with data fintech, bureau validations, document storage, account 

management and customer notifications among others. These features of the fully digitised and automated loan 

processing system are further aimed at providing a superior tech-enabled banking experience to the bank’s MSME & Agri 

customers. The platform is designed to incorporate knock-off criteria & credit policy parameters for superior underwriting 

standards. 

14. Kotak Mahindra Bank issues India’s first FPI licence to GIFT AIF: Kotak Mahindra Bank has issued the first-ever foreign 

portfolio investor (FPI) licence to the GIFT IFSC alternative investment fund (AIF) of True Beacon Global. This is the first FPI 

licence issued to an AIF incorporated in GIFT IFSC by any custodian bank or designated depository participant (DDP) in the 

country. AIF is an important business vertical at GIFT IFSC and offers huge benefits and a competitive edge for setting up a 

fund in IFSC at GIFT City. In partnership with Kotak Mahindra Bank, True Beacon launched its first AIF in GIFT-City with 

PricewaterhouseCoopers(PWC) as consultants. 

 Foreign Portfolio Investor: It means the investments made by investors in financial assets, such as stocks and 

bonds of entities located in another country. 
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 Designated Depository Participant: It means a person who has been approved by the Securities Exchange Board 

of India (SEBI) under FPI Regulations, 2014, to buy, sell or otherwise deal in securities as a foreign portfolio 

investor. 

 Alternative Investment Fund: It is a privately pooled investment vehicle that collects funds from sophisticated 

investors, whether Indian or foreign, for investing it by a defined investment policy for the benefit of its investors. 

There are 3 Categories in AIFs (Category I AIFs, Category II AIFs, and Category III AIFs). 

15. Equitas Small Finance Bank offers online process for NRI account opening: Equitas Small Finance Bank has now 

become the first Small Finance Bank to offer its NRI customer segment the ease of account opening online. The company 

will also be the only one in the Small Finance Bank sector to have Virtual Relationship Managers based on time zones. The 

online process of account opening for NRIs can be done via smartphone or computer connected to the Internet. 

 The applicants will have a span of 90 days to courier documents after account opening. With this pioneering 

move, Equitas Small Finance Bank is seamlessly increasing opportunities for its NRI account holders to manage 

their investments, deposits and the income earned in India. 

 The Equitas Net Banking would also facilitate investment in mutual funds and Portfolio Management Services for 

the NRI account holders. 

 Through Banking alliances, Equitas Bank also offers online and offline remittance facilities to its NRI customers at 

the best exchange rates thereby making it easier and beneficial to transfer their overseas earnings to India 

seamlessly. 

16. ICICI Bank has collaborated with NPCI to link its ‘Pockets’ digital wallet to the UPI: ICICI Bank has announced the 

launch of a unique facility of linking a UPI (Unified Payments Interface) ID to its digital wallet ’Pockets’, marking a 

departure from the current practice that demands such IDs be linked with a savings bank account. This initiative enables 

users to undertake small value everyday transactions directly from their ‘Pockets’ wallet. Further, customers who already 

have a UPI ID, will get a new ID when they log on to the ‘Pockets’ app. This initiative enables users to undertake small 

value everyday transactions directly from their ‘Pockets’ wallet using UPI in a safe and secure manner. It helps them to 

streamline the number of transactions being undertaken daily from their savings account and thus de-clutter their savings 

account statement of multiple entries. Further, it expands the convenient usage of UPI to young adults like college 

students, who may not have a savings account. 

17. RBI Annual Report 2021: Highlights: Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has published its annual report and highlights “asset 

quality of banks and their preparedness requires close monitoring for higher provisioning for upcoming quarters”. In its 

annual report, the central bank said the country’s growth prospects now essentially depend on how fast India can arrest 

the second wave of COVID-19 infections. 

 RBI in its semi-annual financial stability report earlier highlighted bad loan ratio of banks could rise to 13.5% 

under the baseline stress scenario by September 2021. 
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 The Provision Coverage Ratio (PCR) of banks improved from 66.6% in March 2020 to 75.5 % by December 2020, 

because of prudent provisioning by banks above regulatory prescriptions on accounts availing moratorium and 

undergoing restructuring. 

 The capital to risk-weighted assets ratio (CRAR) of banks increased to 15.9% by December 2020, in March it was 

14.8%. 

 In its report, RBI cautioned “banks being lenders will have to provide a true picture of bad loans after Supreme 

Court lifted the interim stay on classifying non-performing assets (NPA) in March 2021. 

 According to it, waiver of compound interest on all loan accounts opted for a moratorium during March-August 

2020 would put stress on the financial health of banks. 

 The Gross NPA ratio of banks decreased from 8.2% in March 2020 to 6.8% in December 2020. 

 The Gross NPA ratio for non-banking financial institutions (NBFCs) increased from 6.8% in March to 5.7% in 

December 2020. 

 The capital adequacy ratio of NBFCs increased from 24.8% in December 2020 to 23.7% in March. 

 Frauds reported by banks fell by 25% in value terms in just one year to Rs 1.38 lakh crore at the end of fiscal 

year ended March 2021, data released by the RBI as part of it annual report showed. 

 The Reserve Bank of India on 27th May said banknotes in circulation witnessed a higher than the average 

increase during 2020-21, on account of precautionary holding of cash by people due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 

and its prolonged continuance. Value and volume of banknotes in circulation increased by 16.8% and 

7.2% respectively in 2020-21. 

18. RBI imposes Rs 10 crore penalty on HDFC Bank: The Reserve Bank of India has imposed a fine of Rs 10 crore on HDFC 

Bank for deficiencies in regulatory compliance found in the auto loan portfolio of the bank. As per the RBI, HDFC Bank has 

violated the provisions of section 6(2) and section 8 of the Banking Regulation Act, 1949. After receiving a complaint from 

a whistleblower, RBI conducted an examination in the marketing and sale of third-party non-financial products to the 

bank’s auto loan customers and found that the bank was in contravention of regulatory directions. RBI has imposed the 

monetary penalty in the exercise of powers vested by the central bank under the provisions of Section 47A(1)(c) read with 

Section 46(4)(i) of the Banking Regulation Act. 

19. RBI cancels licence of Shivajirao Bhosale Sahakari Bank: The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has cancelled the licence of 

Pune-based Shivajirao Bhosale Sahakari Bank. The bank ceases to carry on banking business, with effect from the close of 

business on May 31. The bank does not have adequate capital and earning prospects. As such, it does not comply with the 

provision of the Banking Regulation Act, 1949. The RBI observed that the bank with its present financial position would be 

unable to pay its present depositors in full. The bank was placed under RBI Directions from the close of business on May 4, 

2019. 

With the cancellation of licence and commencement of liquidation proceedings, the process of paying the depositors of 

the bank as per the Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporation (DICGC). Act, 1961, will be set in motion. As per 
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the data submitted by the bank, more than 98 per cent of the depositors will receive full amounts of their deposits from 

DICGC. 

6. Latest Appointments Current Affairs – May 2021 

1. TV Somanathan named finance secretary by ACC: The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) has approved the 

appointment of T V Somanathan as the new Finance Secretary. He will replace Ajay Bhushan Pandey who superannuated 

in February 2021. Somanathan, a 1987 batch IAS officer of Tamil Nadu cadre, was currently serving as the Secretary, 

Department of Expenditure, Ministry of Finance. Earlier, he has served as a joint secretary in the Prime Minister’s Office. 

Somanathan was awarded the Gold Medal for the Best IAS trainee of his cohort. He holds a PhD in Economics from 

Calcutta University and is a chartered accountant, chartered management accountant and chartered secretary. 

2. Niraj Bajaj named Bajaj Auto Chairman: Bajaj Auto has announced the appointment of Neeraj Bajaj as its new 

Chairman of the Board with effect from May 1, 2021. The automaker has also announced Rahul Bajaj as its Chairman 

Emeritus. This will be taken up at the ensuing annual general meeting for the approval of the shareholders. Rahul Bajaj, 

Non-executive Chairman of the Company, having been at the helm of the Company since 1972 and the Group for five 

decades, considering his age, has tendered his resignation as a non-executive director and Chairman of the Company with 

effect from close of business hours on 30 April 2021. 

3. Amitabh Chaudhry Re-appointed as MD & CEO of Axis Bank: Amitabh Chaudhry has been re-appointed as the 

Managing Director and CEO of the private sector lender Axis Bank for three more years by the bank board. His second 3 

years term will begin with effect from January 1, 2022, up to December 31, 2024. Chaudhry was first appointed as 

Managing Director (MD) and CEO of Axis Bank for a period of three years, with effect from January 1, 2019 up to 

December 31, 2021. Prior to that, he was the MD and CEO of HDFC Standard Life Insurance Company. 

4. T Rabi Sankar named RBI deputy governor: Reserve Bank of India (RBI) executive director T Rabi Sankar has been 

named as the fourth Deputy Governor of the central bank. The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet has approved his 

appointment. He is in charge of the payments system, fintech, information technology and risk management at the RBI. He 

succeeds BP Kanungo as the deputy governor, who retired on April 2 after getting a one-year extension in his position. 

Sankar has long experience across a wide spectrum of central banking functions, particularly, exchange rate management, 

reserves portfolio management, public debt management, monetary operations, development, regulation and surveillance 

of financial markets and of payment systems, and managing the Bank’s IT infrastructure. 

5. Kotak Mahindra Life appoints Mahesh Balasubramanian as MD: Kotak Mahindra Life Insurance Company Limited (KLI) 

on 1st May announced it has appointed Mahesh Balasubramanian as managing director of the company. He has been 

appointed following the retirement of G Murlidhar. The company is in receipt of approval from the Insurance Regulatory 

Development Authority of India for the appointment of Balasubramanian. The appointment is for a period of three years. 

Suresh Agarwal has been elevated to MD & CEO of Kotak General Insurance. 

6. Justice Pant appointed NHRC acting chairperson: The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) member Justice 

(retired) Prafulla Chandra Pant had been appointed as the acting chairperson of the Commission with effect from April 25. 

A former Supreme Court judge, Justice Pant was appointed member of the NHRC on April 22, 2019.  The post of a 
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chairperson has been vacant since Justice H.L. Dattu, a former Chief Justice of India, completed his tenure on December 2, 

2020. Previously, he was appointed the first Chief Justice of the newly established Meghalaya High Court at Shillong on 

20th September 2013 and continued till 12th August 2014. 

7. RM Sundaram appointed as Director of Indian Institute of Rice Research: Raman Meenakshi Sundaram has been 

appointed as Director of the Indian Institute of Rice Research (IIRR), an arm of the Indian Council of Agricultural Research. 

Prior to this elevation, he was working as Principal Scientist (Biotechnology) at the institute crop Improvement Section. He 

is a scientist of global repute working in the area of rice biotechnology, molecular breeding, and genomics and has over 

160 research papers in national and international journals of repute and has published several books, book chapters and 

popular articles. Sundaram’s research accomplishments include the development of one of the first biotechnology 

products in rice, Improved Samba Mahsuri, which is high yielding, is of fine-grain type, has a low glycaemic index and is 

highly resistant to bacterial blight, it said. 

9. Vijay Goel takes over as CMD of THDCIL: THDC India Ltd has announced that Vijay Goel assumed as chairman and 

managing director. His appointment will come into effect from May 1, 2021. He joined the company in 1990 as a senior 

personnel officer (SPO) from NHPC Ltd. He has more than 35 years of varied experience in the field of human resource 

management. During his tenure as general manager, he was also in charge of corporate communications, law and 

arbitration functions. His key areas of interventions are policy formation, manpower planning, establishment and estate 

functions, employee relations, compliance of labour laws and overall formulation and implementation of policies. He 

played a vital role in putting in place initial HR systems immediately after the establishment of the THDCIL. 

10. Ujjwala Singhania takes over as 38th National President FICCI FLO: Ujjwala Singhania has been appointed as the 

National President of FICCI Ladies Organization (FLO), the oldest women-led & women-centric business chamber of 

Southeast Asia. As the 38th National President of FLO Singhania will focus on empowering women by facilitating an 

enabling environment that promotes entrepreneurship, industry participation and economic development of women. 

Under her leadership, FLO will carry out many interventions towards fostering larger contributions of women in India’s 

Industrial and economic growth story. 

 FLO was established in 1983. 

 As a division of the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI). 

 Aims: Women’s economic participation along with their increased ownership and control of productive assets will 

speed up the development of India and Women-led development will pave the way for self-reliant India in true 

sense”. 

11. Indian-origin expert Sankar Ghosh elected to National Academy of Sciences: Sankar Ghosh, an award-winning Indian-

origin immunologist, has been elected to the prestigious National Academy of Sciences in recognition of his “distinguished 

and continuing achievements in original research. He was among the 120 newly elected members announced by the 

Academy. 

 Sankar Ghosh is the Silverstein and Hutt Family Professor of Microbiology and Chair of the Department of 

Microbiology & Immunology at the Vagelos College of Physicians and Surgeons at Columbia University. 
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 He is also a fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science. 

 He has a deep interest in deciphering the complexities of transcriptional regulation — the ways by which a cell 

regulates the conversion of DNA to RNA to better understand the mechanisms of the immune system and the 

pathological changes that occur to its pathways in many diseases. 

 Ghosh and members of his lab recently uncovered new clues to sepsis that may speed diagnosis. 

The National Academy of Sciences is a private, nonprofit institution that was established under a Congressional charter 

signed by President Abraham Lincoln in 1863. It recognises achievement in science by election to membership and – with 

the National Academy of Engineering and the National Academy of Medicine – provides science, engineering and health 

policy advice to the federal government and other organisations. 

12. RBI appoints Jose J Kattoor as Executive Director: The Reserve Bank of India has appointed Jose J Kattoor as Executive 

Director (ED). Prior to being promoted as ED, Mr Kattoor was heading Bengaluru Regional Office of the Reserve Bank as 

Regional Director for Karnataka. He will look after Human Resource Management Department, Corporate Strategy and 

Budget Department and Rajbhasha Department. 

 Mr Kattoor has, over a span of three decades, served in communication, human resource management, financial 

inclusion, supervision, currency management and other areas in the Reserve Bank. 

 He holds a post-graduate qualification from Institute of Rural Management, Anand, Bachelor of Law from Gujarat 

University, and Advanced Management Program (AMP) from Wharton School of Business, Pennsylvania, besides 

having earned professional qualifications, including Certified Associate of Indian Institute of Banking and Finance 

(CAIIB). 

13. Padmakumar Nair Appointed As CEO Of National Asset Reconstruction Company: Padmakumar M Nair has been 

appointed as the CEO of the proposed National Asset Reconstruction Company Ltd. Presently Padmakumar is the Chief 

General Manager of Stressed Assets Resolution Group at SBI. 

 National Asset Reconstruction Company Ltd. is a proposed bad bank for taking over stressed assets of lenders and 

was announced by Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman in the budget for 2021-22 to consolidate and take over 

existing stressed assets of lenders and undertake their resolution. 

 Bad bank refers to a financial institution that takes over the bad assets of lenders and undertakes resolution. 

 National Asset Reconstruction Company Ltd (NARCL) will pay up to 15 per cent of the agreed value for the loans in 

cash and the remaining 85 per cent would be government-guaranteed security receipts. 

14. PESB appoints Arun Kumar Singh as next CMD of BPCL: The Public Enterprises Selection Board (PESB), the 

government’s head-hunter, has picked Arun Kumar Singh as the chairman and managing director of state-run oil refining 

and marketing firm Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd (BPCL). Arun Kumar Singh is currently director, marketing at BPCL 

and holding additional charge of Director, Refineries. His selection will have to be ratified by the Appointments Committee 

of the Cabinet led by prime minister Narendra Modi. 
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15. Martin Griffiths appointed new UN Humanitarian Chief: Veteran British diplomat Martin Griffiths has been appointed 

as the new Chief at the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), for a period of five 

years. Griffiths will replace Mark Lowcock as the new Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency 

Relief Coordinator (USG/ERC) of OCHA. He is currently serving as the United Nations Special Envoy for Yemen. The United 

Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) aims to strengthen the international response to 

complex emergencies and natural disasters. The headquarters of OCHA is based in two locations which are New York and 

Geneva. 

16. Manisha Kapoor joins executive committee of ICAS: Advertising Standards Council of India (ASCI) announced that its 

general secretary Manisha Kapoor has been appointed to the executive committee of the International Council for 

Advertising Self-Regulation (ICAS). Until April, ASCI served on the executive committee as a member for a two-year term. 

Now, Kapoor will play a leadership role on the committee till 2023. She will be one of the four global vice-presidents on 

the executive committee. 

In her role as part of the ICAS leadership team, she will promote advertising self-regulation as an optimal mechanism for 

consumer protection, strengthen ICAS as a global alliance and facilitate knowledge sharing among SROs to establish best 

practices and monitor global trends in advertising ecosystem that impact self-regulation. She will also work closely with 

established and emerging digital platforms to make the online space more transparent and fair for consumers. 

17. Ramesh Powar appointed Head Coach of Indian Women’s Cricket team: The Board of Control for Cricket in India 

(BCCI) has announced the appointment of Ramesh Powar as the Head Coach of Team India (Senior Women). The three-

member Cricket Advisory Committee comprising Sulakshana Naik, Madan Lal and Rudra Pratap Singh interviewed the 

applicants and unanimously agreed on Powar’s candidature. A former international, Powar played 2 Tests and 31 ODIs for 

India. 

18. Footwear Brand Bata India appoints Gunjan Shah as new CEO: Footwear company Bata India has appointed Gunjan 

Shah as its new Chief Executive Officer (CEO). He will join Bata in his new role from 21 June 2021, for a period of five years. 

Shah replaces Sandeep Kataria, who has been elevated as the Global CEO of Bata Brands in November 2020. Prior to this, 

Shah was the Chief Commercial Officer (COO) at Britannia Industries. Bata Corporation is a multinational footwear and 

fashion accessory manufacturer and retailer, with its headquarter located in Lausanne, Switzerland and an Indian branch 

based in Gurugram, Haryana. 

19. Indian-American Neera Tanden appointed as White House senior adviser: Indian-American Neera Tanden has been 

appointed senior adviser to U.S. President Joe Biden. She is currently the president and CEO of a progressive think-tank, 

Center for American Progress (CAP). She withdrew her nomination as Director of the White House Office of Management 

and Budget due to stiff opposition from Republican senators. Ms Tanden previously served as a senior adviser for health 

reforms at the US Department of Health and Human Services. She worked with Congress and stakeholders on particular 

provisions of former President Barack Obama’s signature legislative achievement, the Affordable Care Act. 

20. Satoshi Uchida appointed as Suzuki Motorcycle India’s new Company Head: Suzuki Motorcycle India has appointed 

Satoshi Uchida as the new Company Head. He has replaced Koichiro Hirao as part of Suzuki Motor Corporation’s global 

revamp. Suzuki Motorcycle India registered its highest-ever monthly sales in April 2021, dispatching as many as 77,849 

units during the month. Suzuki Motor Corporation is a Japanese multinational corporation based in Minami-Ku. 
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21. Sreejesh appointed FIH Athletes’ Committee member: Star India hockey team goalkeeper PR Sreejesh was re-

appointed as a member of the International Hockey Federation (FIH) Athletes’ Committee during the virtual meeting of 

the world body’s Executive Board. He has been a member of the panel since 2017. The experienced Sreejesh, who has led 

the Indian team in the past, was one of the four new members appointed by the EB which met two days before the 47th 

FIH Congress, which will also be held online. The EB confirmed the appointment of four new members for the Athletes’ 

Committee. Sreejesh Parattu (IND), Marlena Rybacha (POL), Mohamed Mea (RSA) and Matt Swann (AUS) are now joining 

the Committee. Steve Horgan (USA), the new chair of the FIH Rules Committee, succeeding David Collier. 

The FIH Athletes Committee consists of current and former players who make recommendations to the FIH Executive 

Board, FIH Committees, Advisory Panels and other bodies on behalf of all athletes for the development of various 

resources and initiatives required for the growth of players and the sport. 

22. Narinder Batra re-elected as FIH President: Narinder Batra has been re-elected as the President of the International 

Hockey Federation (FIH) for the second consecutive term. He was elected during the virtual 47th Congress of FIH, where 

he beat Marc Coudron, Chief of Belgium Hockey Federation, by just two votes. He will hold the office until 2024 because 

the FIH has reduced the term from four to three years. The veteran Indian sports administrator is the only Asian to be 

appointed to the top post in the world body’s 92-year-old history. He is also the President of the Indian Olympic 

Association (IOA) and a Member of the International Olympic Committee (IOC). 

23. Himanta Biswa Sarma elected to BWF Council: The Badminton Association of India (BAI) President Himanta Biswa 

Sarma has been elected as a Member of the c for the period 2021-25. Sarma was elected among 31 contestants to the 20-

member BWF Council on May 22, 2021, at the virtual AGM and Council election of BWF, where he got 236 votes in favour. 

He is also the Vice President of Badminton Asia and the Chief Minister of Assam. 

24. Rajesh Bansal appointed as CEO of Reserve Bank Innovation Hub: The Board of Reserve Bank Innovation Hub (RBIH) 

has appointed Rajesh Bansal as the chief executive officer (CEO) of the RBIH with effect from May 17, 2021, the RBIH said 

in a statement. The Reserve Bank Innovation Hub would develop internal infrastructure to promote fintech research and 

facilitate engagement with innovators and start-ups. 

 Bansal has over twenty-five years of experience in designing technology-led population-scale payment products, 

electronic cash transfers, digital financial services and digital IDs to enable inclusive development in India and 

multiple Asian and African markets. 

 He has earlier served at the RBI in various capacities in the areas of technology, financial inclusion and payment 

systems. 

 He was a member of the founding team of Aadhaar where he played a key role in designing India’s Direct Benefits 

Transfer system and electronic KYC (eKYC). He has been a member of various committees of the RBI and the 

Government of India, the statement added. 

25. IPS Subodh Kumar Jaiswal appointed new CBI director: IPS officer, Subodh Jaiswal has been appointed Director of the 

Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI). He was the most senior officer among the three shortlisted for the post of CBI 

Director. Jaiswal, along with KR Chandra and VS Kaumudi, was short-listed out of 109 officers for the top post by the high-

powered committee led by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. Other members of the committee include Chief Justice of India 
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(CJI) NV Ramana and Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha, Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury. The Appointments Committee of 

the Cabinet has based on the panel recommended by the Committee, approved the appointment of Shri Subodh Kumar 

Jaiswal, IPS (MH: 1985) as Director, Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) for a period of two years from the date of 

assumption of charge of the office or until further orders whichever is earlier. 

Who is Subodh Jaiswal? 

 Subodh Jaiswal is a 1985-batch Maharashtra cadre IPS officer who is the chief of CISF. Earlier, he held the post of 

Mumbai Police Commissioner and Maharashtra DGP. 

 He was appointed Mumbai Police Commissioner in 2018 and has also worked with the Maharashtra Anti-

Terrorism Squad (ATS) in the past. Subodh Jaiswal has also served with the Intelligence Bureau, SPG (Special 

Protection Group) and R&AW (Research and Analysis Wing) for over a decade. 

 The 58-year old officer was the chief of the Special Investigation Team that probed the Rs 20,000 crore fake stamp 

paper scam also known as the Abdul Karim Telgi scam. 

 He was also part of the team that probed the 2006 Malegaon blast case. 

 Subodh Jaiswal was awarded the President’s Police Medal for his distinguished service in 2009. 

26. Andy Jassy will become Amazon’s CEO on July 5th: Andy Jassy will officially become the CEO of Amazon on July 5th, 

the company announced at a shareholder meeting. Amazon announced that Jassy, who is the current CEO of Amazon Web 

Services (AWS), would replace Jeff Bezos as CEO of the entire company in February. Bezos will become executive chair of 

Amazon’s board. Jassy joined the company in the late ’90s and was tasked with exploring what would become AWS 

around 2003. 

27. Jagjit Pavadia elected as president of Vienna based INCB: Jagjit Pavadia, the former Narcotics Commissioner of India 

and a retired officer of the Indian Revenue Service (Customs), has been elected president of the International Narcotics 

Control Board (INCB). She is the first Indian to be heading the Vienna-based organization and the second woman to hold 

this office. The Board will pay particular attention to the timely supply of and access to controlled drugs during emergency 

situations. It will also continue its work on the development of guidelines for the control and monitoring of cannabis and 

cannabis-related substances. INCB monitors the compliance of UN Member States with the three international drug 

control conventions and the functioning of the international drug control system. 

28. B.V.R. Subrahmanyam to be Commerce Secretary: The appointments committee of the Cabinet (ACC) has approved 

the appointment of B.V.R. Subrahmanyam, Chief Secretary Jammu & Kashmir as an officer on special duty in the 

Department of Commerce. An order issued by the Union Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions. Mr 

Subrahmanyam is a 1987 batch IAS officer of the Chhattisgarh cadre and was sent on deputation to Jammu and Kashmir in 

June 2018. He served as Chief Secretary when the State was bifurcated into two Union Territories in 2019. He is a widely 

experienced bureaucrat having worked in Manmohan Singh Prime Minister’s Office as Joint Secretary. 

29. One-year extension for RAW chief Samant Goel, IB head Arvind Kumar: Research and Analysis Wing chief, Samant 

Kumar Goel and Intelligence Bureau head Arvind Kumar were given a one-year extension in their services. Goel, a 1984-

batch IPS officer from Punjab cadre, would continue to be the Secretary of Research and Analysis Wing (RAW) for a period 
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one year beyond the presence tenure which ends on June 30. Similarly, Kumar, an IPS officer of Assam and Meghalaya 

cadre, will continue to head the Intelligence Bureau for a period of one year after June 30. 

30. Louvre gets its first female leader in 228 years: Historian Laurence des Cars becomes the first female president of 

Musée du Louvre, the world’s largest museum in Paris, France in 228 years. She was appointed as the first female 

president of Musée du Louvre by the President of France, Emmanuel Macron. Laurence des Cars, 54, is currently heading 

the Musée d’Orsay, the Paris landmark museum which is dedicated to 19th-century art. On September 1, 2021, she will 

replace the current president, Jean-Luc Martinez, who had been heading the Orsay museum for the past eight years. 

31. CRPF DG Kuldiep Singh gets additional charge of NIA: Director-General of Central Reserve Police Force, Kuldiep Singh 

has been given additional charge of Director General of National Investigation Agency, NIA. He will hold the additional post 

after 31st or this month after the superannuation of Y C Modi. The Ministry of Home Affairs assigned the additional charge 

to Singh, a 1986-batch West Bengal cadre officer, who has been handling the post of CRPF Director General since March 

16 this year. He has been appointed as DG, CRPF up to September 30, 2022–the date of his superannuation. 

32. Tata Steel’s T.V. Narendran takes over as CII president: Tata Steel Ltd chief executive officer and managing director, 

T.V. Narendran has taken over as president of the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) for 2021-22. He takes over the 

leadership of the industry body from Kotak Mahindra Bank Ltd managing director and chief executive officer Uday Kotak, 

who has completed his term. Narendran, an alumnus of the Indian Institute of Management, Calcutta, has been associated 

with the CII for many years. He was the chairman of CII eastern region during 2016-17 and has led the industry body’s 

national committees on leadership and human resources, besides being chairman of CII Jharkhand. 

33. CBDT member JB Mohapatra gets additional charge of chairman: The Finance Ministry Jagannath Bidyadhar 

Mohapatra, Member, CBDT, has been given the additional charge of chairman of the direct taxes board for three months. 

The extended tenure of the incumbent chairman Pramod Chandra Mody ended on May 31. In February, he was given a 

third extension till May 31. Last week, the government had appointed three new members to the Central Board of Direct 

Taxes (CBDT), the administrative and policy-making body for the Income Tax Department. 

7. Awards And Honours Current Affairs – May 2021 

1. Japan’s Order of the Rising Sun honour to Shyamala Ganesh: The Japanese Government recently awarded the “Order 

of Rising Sun” to a Bengaluru based Japanese teacher, Shyamala Ganesh. She is a Japanese teacher at the Septuagenarian 

institution and also at the Ohara School of Ikebana in RT Nagar, Bengaluru. She has tutored more than hundreds of 

students since its inception 38 years ago. Ikebana is the Japanese art of flower arrangement. The award is presented to 

those who have made distinguished achievements in the promotion of Japanese culture, achievements in international 

relations, advancements in their field and conservation of the environment. 

2. Maria Ressa conferred UNESCO World Press Freedom Prize 2021: Maria Ressa has been named as the 2021 laureate of 

the UNESCO/Guillermo Cano World Press Freedom Prize. The $25,000 prize “recognizes outstanding contributions to the 

defence or promotion of press freedom especially in the face of danger,” according to UNESCO. The prize was named after 

Guillermo Cano Isaza, the Colombian journalist. UNESCO cited Ressa’s more than a 3-decade career as a journalist, 

including her work as CNN’s lead investigative reporter for Asia and as news chief of Philippine broadcast giant ABS-CBN. 
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Recently, her citation added, Ressa “has been the target of online attacks and judicial processes” for her investigative work 

and her position as CEO of Rappler. 

3. Singer Pink bags Icon Award at Billboard Music Awards: Singer Pink will be honoured with the Icon Award at the 2021 

Billboard Music Awards (BBMAs). The award aims to recognize artists who have achieved success on the Billboard charts 

and left an indelible impact on music. Pink joins previous honourees that include Neil Diamond, Stevie Wonder, Prince, 

Jennifer Lopez, Celine Dion, Cher, Janet Jackson, Mariah Carey and Garth Brooks. 

4. Gita Mittal to be awarded Arline Pacht Global Vision Award: ormer Chief Justice of Jammu & Kashmir High Court, 

Justice Gita Mittal, has been declared as one of the two recipients of the Arline Pacht Global Vision Award for 2021. The 

Award will be presented at IAWJ’s Biennial Conference during the virtual opening ceremony on May 7, 2021. She shares 

the honour with Margarita Luna Ramos from Mexico. International Association of Women Judges (IAWJ) instituted this 

award in 2016. Justice Mittal would be the first Indian judge to receive the award. Award is presented to a sitting/retired 

woman judge to recognize her contribution to IAWJ. 

At present, Justice Mittal is the Chairperson of Broadcasting Content Complaints Council (BCCC), an independent, self-

regulatory body for general entertainment channels set up by the Indian Broadcasting Foundation (IBF). She is the first 

woman to hold this position. 

5. Naomi Osaka wins top title at 2021 Laureus World Sports Awards: World number two tennis player Naomi Osaka of 

Japan has been named “Sportswoman of the Year” at the 2021 Laureus World Sports Awards. This is Osaka’s second 

Laureus Sports Awards. In 2019, she won the “Breakthrough of the Year” award. In the men’s category, World number two 

Rafael Nadal of Spain won the 2021 “Laureus Sportsman of the Year” title. This is the second title for Nadal, who also 

claimed the prestigious award in 2011. 

Here is the complete list of Winners: 

 Sportsman of the Year Award: Rafael Nadal 

 Sportswoman of the Year Award: Naomi Osaka 

 Team of the Year Award: Bayern Munich 

 Breakthrough of the Year Award: Patrick Mahomes 

 The comeback of the Year Award: Max Parrot 

 Sport for Good Award: KICKFORMORE by KICKFAIR 

 Lifetime Achievement Award: Billie Jean King 

 Athlete Advocate of the Year Award: Lewis Hamilton 

 Sporting Inspiration Award: Mohamed Salah 

 Sporting Moment of the Year Award: Chris Nikic 
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6. Anupam Kher wins best actor award at New York City International Film Festival: Anupam Kher won the Best Actor 

award for his performance in the short film Happy Birthday at the New York City International Film Festival. The film has 

been directed by Prasad Kadam and produced by FNP Media. Besides Anupam, Happy Birthday stars Aahana Kumra. The 

film also won the Best Short Film award at the festival. 

7. Dr Tahera Qutbuddin 1st Indian To Win Arab World Nobel Prize: Mumbai born, Dr Tahera Qutbuddin, a professor of 

Arabic Literature at the University of Chicago, recently became the first person of Indian-origin to win the 15th Sheikh 

Zayed Book Award. The award is considered to be the Nobel Prize of the Arab world. She won the award for her latest 

book, “Arabic Oration – Art and Function” published by Brill Academic Publishers of Leiden in 2019. In the book, she puts 

forth a comprehensive theory of Arabic literature in its foundational oral period dating the seventh and eighth centuries 

AD. She discusses its influence on modern-day sermons and lectures as well. 

8. IREDA conferred with Green Urja Award: Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency Ltd (IREDA) has been 

conferred with the “Green Urja Award” for being the Leading Public Institution in the Financing Institution for Renewable 

Energy this year by the Indian Chamber of Commerce (ICC). IREDA gets the award for the pivotal and developmental role it 

plays in Green Energy Financing. Despite the pandemic time, IREDA has ended the year 2020-21 ended on a strong note 

and disbursed the second-highest (from the date of inception) amount of loan amounting to Rs. 8827 crore, which 

indicates that IREDA has the ability to translate this problem into an opportunity. The award recognises our immense 

contribution to the development of the Renewable Energy Sector in line with the Hon’ble Prime Minister’s vision of Atma 

Nirbhar Bharat. 

9. Shakuntala Hark Singh of Indian origin receives World Food Award 2021: Indian-origin global nutritionist, Dr 

Shakuntala Hark Singh Thilstad has received the “World Food Award” of the year 2021. She developed a holistic and 

nutritionally sensitive approach to seafood and food systems and has received an award for his research. The award is also 

known as the Nobel Prize for Food and Agriculture. Every year, the committee selects a person who will be awarded the $ 

250,000 title and prize money. The World Food Award stated on its website that research conducted by Dr Shakuntala on 

the small fish species of Bangladesh will prove helpful in developing a nutritionally sensitive approach to the seafood 

system at all levels. With this help, millions of poor people living in Asia and Africa will get a very nutritious diet. 

10. Andrea Meza crowned 69th Miss Universe 2020: Miss Mexico Andrea Meza has been crowned as the 69th Miss 

Universe 2020. On the other hand, Miss India’s Adline Quadros Castelino made it to the Top 4.  Brazil’s Julia Gama is the 

first runner-up, Peru’s Janick Maceta is the second runner-up while India’s Adline Castelino and Dominican Republic’s 

Kimberly Perez are third runner-up and fourth runner-up, respectively. This year, the pageant is being held in Miami, 

Florida’s Seminole Hard Rock Hotel and Casino Hollywood. Zozibini Tunzi of South Africa crowns her successor in the 

event. 

11. Nagaland conservationist Nuklu Phom gets prestigious Whitley Awards 2021: An environmentalist from Nagaland’s 

remote Longleng district, Nuku Phom has won this year’s Whitley Awards 2021, also known as the Green Oscar. Nuku 

Phom’s name, along with that of five others, was announced recently in a virtual award ceremony organized by the UK-

based Whitley Fund for Nature (WFN). Nuku and his team want to offer alternatives that engage communities in 

conservation using the Amur falcon as a flagship. 
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The award recognises Phom’s efforts at establishing a new biodiversity peace corridor changing the fate of Amur Falcons, 

which come to roost in Nagaland each year, from being hunted by locals. Worth £40,000, the award is for creating a new 

network of community-owned forests to protect Amur Falcons and increase biodiversity in Nagaland. 

12. NBA creates social justice award, named for Abdul-Jabbar: The National Basketball Association (NBA) has announced 

the creation of a new award — the Kareem Abdul-Jabbar Social Justice Champion Award, to recognise players who are 

making strides in the fight for social justice. Each NBA team will nominate one player for consideration; from there, five 

finalists will be selected and ultimately one winner. The winning player will receive $100,000 for the charity of his choice. 

Abdul-Jabbar won three consecutive NCAA championships (1967 to 1969) while at UCLA. In between them, he, alongside 

famed sociologist Harry Edwards, helped organize a boycott of the 1968 Olympics in Mexico City due to the then-recent 

assassinations of civil rights leaders Malcolm X and Martin Luther King Jr., and the continued mistreatment of Black people 

in America. 

13. Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank receives ‘International Invincible Gold Medal’: International Invincible Gold Medal of this 

year has been conferred on Union Education Minister Dr Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank. He has been recognised for his 

extraordinary commitment and outstanding service to humanity through his writings, social and illustrious public life. The 

decision was made after due deliberations by a high-powered committee duly constituted under the leadership of Dr Tony 

Nader who is the global head of the Maharshi organisation. This honour will be given by the worldwide Maharishi 

Organization & its universities. 

14. Kobe Bryant Inducted Posthumously Into Basketball Hall Of Fame: Los Angeles Lakers legend, Kobe Bryant has been 

posthumously inducted into the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame. He was presented at the ceremony in 

Connecticut by NBA great Michael Jordan and his widow, Vanessa, accepted his induction on his behalf. Los Angeles Lakers 

great Bryant retired in 2016; he was the NBA Most Valuable Player in 2008. The five-time NBA champion died, aged 41, in 

a helicopter crash in January 2020. 

15. DNA sequencing pioneers from Cambridge win 1 million euro tech Nobel prize: Two British chemists who developed 

a super-fast DNA sequencing technique that paved the way for revolutionary healthcare advances were awarded Finland’s 

version of the Nobel science prizes. Cambridge University professors Shankar Balasubramanian and David Klenerman took 

home the 1 million euro ($1.22 million) Millennium Technology Prize for their work over 27 years creating ever faster and 

cheaper ways to sequence the human genome. The pair’s Next-Generation DNA Sequencing technology (NGS) “means 

huge benefits to society, from helping the fight against killer diseases such as Covid-19 or cancer to better understanding 

crop diseases and enhancing food production,” the Technology Academy Finland, which awards the biennial prize. 

The Finnish Millennium Technology Prize, founded in 2004, singles out innovations that have practical applications and 

which “enhance the quality of people’s lives.” It aims to be a technology equivalent of the Nobel science prizes, which 

have been criticised by some for focusing too much on traditional, decades-old scientific research. 

16. Suresh Mukund becomes 1st Indian to win annual ‘World Choreography Award 2020′: The Emmy Award-nominated 

Indian choreographer Suresh Mukund, has won the 10th Annual ‘World Choreography Award 2020’, (also known as 

Choreo Awards), becoming the first Indian to win the prestigious honour. He won the award in the ‘TV REALITY 

SHOW/COMPETITION’ category, for his work on the hit American TV reality show ‘World of Dance’. Mukund is the director 
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and choreographer of the Indian dance crew ‘The Kings’, which won the 2019 season of World of Dance. The World 

Choreography Awards, famously known as the “Oscars of Dance”, takes place every year, in Los Angeles, to showcase the 

most innovative and original works by the world’s best choreographers featured in television, film, commercials, digital 

content, and music videos. 

17. Naturalist Jane Goodall wins 2021 Templeton prize for life’s work: The naturalist Jane Goodall has been announced as 

the 2021 winner of the Templeton Prize in recognition of her life’s work on animal intelligence and humanity. Goodall built 

her global reputation on her groundbreaking studies of chimpanzees in Tanzania in the 1960s. The Templeton Prize is an 

annual award granted to a living person, in the estimation of the judges, “whose exemplary achievements advance Sir 

John Templeton’s philanthropic vision: harnessing the power of the sciences to explore the deepest questions of the 

universe and humankind’s place and purpose within it.” 

18. Hockey India wins Etienne Glichitch Award: Hockey India has won the prestigious Etienne Glichitch Award in 

recognition of its contribution to the growth and development of the sport in the country. The awards were announced by 

the game’s governing body FIH during the HockeyInvites virtual conference. It was part of its 47th FIH Congress which 

concluded with the FIH Honorary Awards. Other Awards presented as a part of the 47th FIH Congress: 

S.no Award Winners 

1 Pablo Negre Award Uzbekistan Hockey Federation 

2 Theo Ikema Award Polish Hockey Association 

3 HRH Sultan Azlan Shah Award Sharon Williamson of New Zealand 

4 Guust Lathouwers Memorial Trophy Ivona Makar 

19. SpiceHealth wins Gold Stevie Award 2021: SpiceHealth, a healthcare company founded by the promoters of SpiceJet, 

has won the Gold Award at the 2021 Asia-Pacific Stevie Awards for ‘Most Valuable Medical Innovation’ under Covid19. At 

a time when Covid-19 was at an all-time excessive in India in November 2020, SpiceHealth, beneath the management of 

Avani Singh, disrupted the Real-Time Polymerase Chain Reaction (RT-PCR) testing house by providing checks in cell 

laboratories at ₹499, versus the then-present rate of ₹2,400 in Delhi and helped convey down Covid-19 testing price 

dramatically throughout the nation. 

The Asia-Pacific Stevie Awards are the one business awards program to recognise innovation within the workplace in all 29 

nations of the Asia-Pacific area. The Stevie Awards are broadly thought about to be the world’s premier business awards, 

conferring recognition for achievement in applications akin to The International Business Awards for 19 years. 

20. IAS VK Pandian to receive FIH President’s Award: V Karthikeyan Pandian, an IAS officer, and private secretary to 

Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik was conferred with President’s award by International Hockey Federation through 

the 47th FIH Congress. He was awarded for his contribution in direction of the event and promotion of hockey in Odisha. 

On the closing day of the 47th FIH Congress held virtually, the International Hockey Federation (FIH) announced Pandian 

will receive the award for his contribution and services to Hockey in Odisha. Pandian also works as Secretary of the State 

government’s 5T Initiative (Technology, Transparency, Teamwork and Time Leading to Transformation). 
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21. Dr Nageshwar Reddy becomes first Indian to win Rudolf V Schindler award: Padma Bhushan awardee and noted 

gastroenterologist Dr D Nageshwar Reddy, who is also the chairman of AIG Hospitals, has won the Rudolf V Schindler 

Award from the American Society of Gastrointestinal Endoscopy (ASGE). Rudolf V Schindler Award is the highest category 

in the prestigious Crystal Awards named after Dr Schindler who is considered as “the father of gastroscopy.” With this, Dr 

Reddy becomes the first Indian medical practitioner to win this award. Dr Reddy is one of the first to promote endoscopy 

in India and has led the charge of educating numerous endoscopists all over the world. 

22. Veteran Indian Chemist C.N.R. Rao Receives 2020 International ENI Award: Noted Indian scientist and Bharat Ratna 

Professor, C.N.R. Rao has been felicitated with the International Eni Award 2020 (also called the Energy Frontier award). 

The International Eni Award is considered to be the Nobel Prize in Energy Research. He has been conferred the prize for 

his work on metal oxides, carbon nanotubes and other materials and two-dimensional systems. Professor Rao will be 

presented the Eni Awards 2020 on 14 October 2021, during an official ceremony held at the Quirinal Palace in Rome. The 

Eni Award is awarded annually by the Italian oil and gas company Eni to encourage better use of energy sources and 

increased environmental research. 

23. Nobel Laureate Amartya Sen conferred with Spain’s top award: Indian economist and Nobel Laureate, Amartya 

Kumar Sen has been conferred with the ‘ 2021 Princess of Asturias Award’ by Spain in the social sciences category. 

Princess of Asturias Awards is annual prizes awarded by the Princess of Asturias Foundation in Spain to individuals, entities 

or organizations from around the world who make notable achievements in the sciences, humanities, and public affairs.  

The 87-year-old Sen was selected from 41 candidates of 20 nationalities for “His research on famines and his theory of 

human development, welfare economics and the underlying mechanisms of poverty have contributed to the fight against 

injustice, inequality, disease and ignorance”. The award comprises a cash prize of 50,000 Euros along with a Joan Miro 

sculpture representing and symbolising the award, a diploma and insignia. 

24. 3 Indian peacekeepers to be honoured with UN’s prestigious medal: Corporal Yuvraj Singh, civilian peacekeeper Ivan 

Michael Picardo, and Moolchand Yadav are among those to be honoured with the UN’s prestigious medal. Corporal Yuvraj 

Singh was serving at the United Nations Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) while civilian peacekeeper Ivan Michael Picardo 

was associated with UNAMISS as a civil peacekeeper. Moolchand Yadav was associated with the United Nations Assistance 

Mission in Iraq (UNAMI). Three Indian peacekeepers, who laid down their lives while serving in United Nations (UN) 

peacekeeping missions last year, are among 129 military, police and civilian personnel honoured with a prestigious UN 

medal awarded posthumously for courage and sacrifice in the line of duty. 

India is the fifth-largest contributor of uniformed personnel to UN peacekeeping with more than 5,500 military and police 

serving in peace operations in Abyei, Cyprus, Congo, Lebanon, the Middle East, Somalia, South Sudan and Western Sahara, 

according to the UN. 

25. WHO honours Dr Harsh Vardhan for efforts in tobacco control: World Health Organisation (WHO) has awarded Union 

Health Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan with `WHO Director-General Special Recognition Award` for his accomplishments in the 

area of tobacco control. Every year, WHO recognises individuals or organisations in each of the six WHO Regions for their 

accomplishments in the area of tobacco control. This recognition takes the form of the WHO Director-General Special 

Recognition Award and World No Tobacco Day Awards. Dr Harsh Vardhan leadership was instrumental in the 2019 

national legislation to ban E-cigarettes and heated tobacco products. 
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8. Summits & Conferences Current Affairs – May 2021 

1. India Invited As Guest To G7 Meeting: The G-7 or ‘Group of Seven’  The G-7 countries are Canada, Italy, Japan, France, 

Germany, United Kingdom, and the United States.  It was established in 1975. On a rotating basis, the presidents of 

member countries preside over meetings. It is a two-day informal annual meeting at which member countries address a 

variety of global issues.  It lacks a formal constitution and a permanent headquarters. The decisions made at the summit 

are not legally binding. 

2. India, UK unveil 10 year roadmap for Bilateral Trade Partnership: The Prime Minister of India, Shri Narendra Modi and 

his British counterpart Boris Johnson held a virtual Summit meeting. During the Summit meeting, both the leaders 

unveiled an ambitious 10-year road map to elevate the India-UK bilateral relationship to a comprehensive strategic 

partnership. The UK prime minister Boris Johnson announced a new India-UK trade investment worth £1 billion. 

These pacts were in areas such as migration and mobility, digital and technology, telecommunications, energy and 

medicines, counter-terrorism, besides agreeing to boost collaboration in dealing with climate change through a new 

partnership on renewables and power. They also launched Enhanced Trade Partnership, which included negotiation for a 

comprehensive Free Trade Agreement (FTA), including consideration of an interim trade agreement to deliver early gains. 

The two nations set an ambitious target of more than doubling bilateral trade by 2030. 

3. India, France, Australia hold first trilateral dialogue: The first-ever India-France-Australia Trilateral Foreign Ministerial 

Dialogue was held in London, UK, on the sidelines of the G7 Foreign Ministers’ Meeting. The meeting was attended by 

External Affairs Minister, Dr S. Jaishankar from India, France’s Minister for Europe and Foreign Affairs, Mr Jean-Yves Le 

Drian and Australia’s Minister for Foreign Affairs, Senator Marise Payne. The France, India, Australia trilateral meet was 

launched in September 2020 at Foreign Secretaries’ levels but has been elevated to ministerial level within one year of its 

inception. It has three joint priorities which are maritime security, environment, and multilateralism. 

 The G7 foreign ministers meeting is the first in-person meeting of foreign minister of the grouping amid pandemic, 

with the last such meeting taking place in 2019. 

 Members of the G7 are Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the United Kingdom, and the United States. 

 The host nation UK invited India, Australia, South Korea, South Africa and the secretary-General of the Association 

of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) to be part of this meet. 

4. Prahlad Singh Patel Virtually Participates In G20 Tourism Ministers’ Meeting: Union Minister of State for Tourism & 

Culture (I/c), Prahlad Singh Patel participated in G20 Tourism Ministers’ Meeting held in Italy on 4th May 2021. This 

dialogue aimed to collaborate in protecting tourism businesses, jobs and taking initiatives to frame policy guidelines to 

support the sustainable and resilient recovery of travel and tourism. He also conveyed India’s support for the Principles for 

the transition to a green travel and tourism economy submitted by UNWTO as a further contribution to the policy area 

“Green Transformation” to embrace sustainability in tourism. 

Patel also highlighted the initiatives taken by the Ministry of Tourism to promote community-based tourism and rural 

tourism by involving the local population in employment opportunities and income-generating activities through 
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sustainable and responsible tourism. The Minister concluded with thanks to the Italian G20 Presidency for its leadership 

and India will continue its support and cooperation to ensure further progress under Indonesia’s G20 Presidency in 2022. 

5. PM Modi Participates in Virtual India-EU Leaders’ Meeting: Prime Minister Narendra Modi participated in the India-EU 

Leaders’ Meeting, held in a hybrid format. The India-European Union Leaders’ Meeting is hosted by Portugal. Portugal 

currently holds the chair of the grouping. PM Modi attended the event at the invitation of the President of the European 

Council Mr Charles Michel. The leaders of all the 27 EU Member States, as well as the President of the European Council 

and the European Commission, participated in the meeting. This is the first time that the EU hosted a meeting with India in 

the EU+27 format. 

Key highlights of India in the meeting 

 It was proposed to further strengthen the India-EU Strategic Partnership based on a shared commitment to 

democracy, fundamental freedoms, rule of law and multilateralism. 

 The leaders decided to resume negotiations for balanced and comprehensive free trade (FTA) and investment 

agreements. 

Three key thematic areas of discussion included 

 foreign policy and security; 

 COVID-19, climate and environment; and 

 trade, connectivity and technology. 

 An ambitious and comprehensive ‘Connectivity Partnership’ was launched between India-EU with a focus on 

enhancing digital, energy, transport and people-to-people connectivity. 

 A finance contract of Euro 150 million was also signed for the Pune Metro Rail Project by the Indian Ministry of 

Finance and European Investment Bank. 

6. India Chairs 1st BRICS Employment Working Group (EWG) Meeting Virtually: The first BRICS Employment Working 

Group (EWG) Meeting was held in 2021 in virtual format. The meeting was held under the chairmanship of India, which 

has assumed the BRICS Presidency in 2021. The meeting was chaired by Shri Apurva Chandra, Secretary, Labour and 

Employment. 

 The main issues discussed during the meeting were: Promoting Social Security Agreements amongst BRICS 

Nations, Formalization of labour markets, Participation of women in the labour force and Gig and platform 

workers – Role in the labour market. 

 Apart from the BRICS nation, the representatives of the International Labour Organization (ILO) and the 

International Social Security Agency (ISSA) also attended the meeting. 

7. 4th India-Swiss Financial Dialogue held virtually: The fourth India-Swiss Financial Dialogue was held here virtually 

through video conferencing. Ajay Seth, Secretary Economic Affairs led the Indian delegation. The delegation from the 

Swiss side was led by Daniela Stoffel, State Secretary, and State Secretariat for International Finance, Switzerland. 

http://www.ixammr.com/
http://bit.ly/ixammrapp


 

Ixammr – India’s No.1 Sarkari Exam Prep. App – Free Mock Test | Topics Wise Quizzes | E-Books & Free PDFs 
 

 
Copyright 2021 @ www.ixammr.com 

 The dialogue, inter-alia, covered sharing of experiences by both countries for collaboration on various aspects 

including investments, International Financial Services Centre Authority (IFSCA), National Investment and 

Infrastructure Fund (NIIF), FinTech, sustainable finance and cross border financial services.  

 Further, matters relating to G20, the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and tax challenges arising from the 

digitalization of the economy were discussed along with infrastructure financing, read the release. 

8. 26th Meeting of Group of Ministers on COVID-19: The Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare, Dr Harsh Vardhan 

chaired the 26th meeting of the Group of Ministers on COVID-19. CoWIN platform-the government developed a website 

for the registration and booking of vaccine appointment- will be soon accessible in Hindi and 14 other regional languages, 

informed in the 26th GOM meeting. 

 Around seventeen more laboratories will be added to the INSACOG (Indian SARS CoV-2 Genomics Consortium) 

network. 

 These laboratories are being added to monitor COVID-19 variants. Currently, there are ten laboratories in the 

network. 

 The manufacturing of Amphotericin-B is to be increased to treat COVID-19 black fungal infections called 

Mucormycosis. 

9. Italy hosts the Global G20 Summit: The Global G20 Health Summit was co-hosted by European Commission along with 

Italy as part of its G20 presidency amid the surge and spread of coronavirus cases. The summit adopted the agenda to 

overcome the Covid-19 pandemic. It also decided to develop and endorse a Rome Declaration of principles. Summit noted 

the risk of more transmissible variants has increased with nine people losing their lives to Covid-19 per minute. As per 

WHO officials, the future of the pandemic is in hands of G20 leaders. G20 has also contributed to the launch of ACT-

Accelerator as it was launched after G20 called for a global mechanism to accelerate the development of tests, treatments 

and vaccines. 

What is ACT-Accelerator? 

ACT-Accelerator is used for “Access to COVID-19 Tools Accelerator”. It is also called Global Collaboration to Accelerate 

Development, Production and Equitable Access to COVID-19 diagnostics, therapeutics and vaccines. This initiative was 

announced and started by the G20 grouping in April 2020. ACT Accelerator acts as a cross-discipline support structure that 

enables the partners to share resources and knowledge. 

10. Dr Harsh Vardhan chairs 74th World Health Assembly: Union Minister of Health & Family Welfare and Chairman of 

WHO Executive Board, Dr Harsh Vardhan, chaired the 74th World Health Assembly in virtual mode. According to Dr Harsh 

Vardhan, the executive board has asked for further efforts which can ensure fair and equitable access to COVID-19 

vaccines under COVAX Facility. Director-General of World Health Organisation, Dr Tedros, also participated in the event. 

Board recommended 74th World Health Assembly to consider the report on mental health preparedness and response for 

the Covid-19 pandemic. It further recommended endorsing updated comprehensive Mental Health Action Plan for 2013 to 

2030 and encouraged WHO to work in collaboration with World Organisation for Animal Health and Food & Agriculture 

Organisation so that source of zoonotic virus can be identified. 

http://www.ixammr.com/
http://bit.ly/ixammrapp


 

Ixammr – India’s No.1 Sarkari Exam Prep. App – Free Mock Test | Topics Wise Quizzes | E-Books & Free PDFs 
 

 
Copyright 2021 @ www.ixammr.com 

11. India and UK - Virtual Summit: The two leaders addressed the situation with Covid-19 and their continuing 

collaboration in the fight against the pandemic, including their successful vaccine partnership. The Summit adopted an 

ambitious ‘Roadmap 2030' to elevate bilateral relations to a ‘Comprehensive Strategic Partnership.'  Over the next ten 

years, the Roadmap will pave the way for deeper and greater participation in key areas such as people-to-people relations, 

trade and economy, defence and security, climate action, and health. The two leaders addressed the situation with Covid-

19 and their continuing collaboration in the fight against the pandemic, including their successful vaccine partnership. 

The leaders announced the establishment of a "Enhanced Trade Partnership" (ETP) to unlock the trade potential between 

the world's fifth and sixth largest economies, with an ambitious goal of more than doubling bilateral trade by 2030. At the 

Virtual Summit, a new India-UK ‘Global Innovation Partnership' was announced, with the aim of assisting the transition of 

inclusive Indian technologies to developing countries, beginning with Africa. They reaffirmed their commitment to climate 

action in order to meet the Paris Agreement's targets, and they agreed to work closely together in the run-up to CoP26, 

which will be hosted by the UK later this year. 

12. India in Third Arctic Science Ministerial: ASM3 is the first ministerial meeting in Asia, organised jointly by Iceland and 

Japan. The 3rd Arctic Science Ministerial (ASM3), the global forum for addressing research and collaboration in the Arctic 

region, is taking place in India. The first two meetings—ASM1 and ASM2—were held in the United States in 2016 and 

Germany in 2018, respectively. ASM3 is the first ministerial meeting in Asia, organised jointly by Iceland and Japan. The 

purpose of the conference is to provide opportunities for various stakeholders such as academia, indigenous communities, 

governments and policy makers to enhance collective understanding of the Arctic region, emphasize and participate in 

continuous monitoring, and strengthen observation. This year's theme is ‘Knowledge for a Sustainable Arctic’. 

13. First BRICS Employment Working Group (EWG) Meeting: The countries decided to encourage women to serve in 

active and respectable employment. The first meeting of the BRICS Employment Working Group took place virtually. India 

was the host nation. In 2021, India will take over the BRICS presidency. The member countries addressed fostering social 

security arrangements among the BRICS nations, women's participation in the labour force, and labour market 

formalisation. Members of the BRICS countries, as well as representatives from the International Labour Organization and 

the International Social Security Agency, attended the conference.  

To resolve the issue of the Social Security Agreement, the members agreed to engage in dialogue and consultations with 

one another. COVID-19 has informalized the labour market, as the countries discussed. The countries decided to 

encourage women to serve in active and respectable employment. They also decided to protect women working in the 

informal sector with social security. They also spoke about women's inclusion in the labour force. 

14. Goa Maritime Symposium (GMS) Indian Navy: Under the aegis of the Naval War College in Goa, the Indian Navy 

hosted ‘GMS-21.' Due to the current coronavirus pandemic, the event was held online. The virtual event was attended by 

naval delegates from 13 Indian Ocean Littoral nations, including India, Bangladesh, Comoros, Indonesia, Madagascar, 

Malaysia, Maldives, Mauritius, Myanmar, Seychelles, Singapore, Sri Lanka, and Thailand. The theme of GMS-21 was 

"Maritime Security and Emerging Non-Traditional Threats: A Case for a Proactive Role for IOR Navies," with a focus on 

building capacity among IOR Navies to deal with emerging common maritime threats. The symposium will play a 

constructive role and convene stakeholders who have played a role in the evolution of strategies, policies and 

implementation mechanisms for issues of common concern in the maritime field. 
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9. Ranks & Reports Current Affairs – May 2021 

1. India Ranks 49th in Chandler Good Government Index 2021: India has been placed at 49th position among 104 nations 

in the Chandler Good Government Index (CGGI) 2021. Finland has topped the CGGI Index 2021 and Venezuela is the last 

ranked country at 104. 

Index 

 Rank 1: Finland 

 Rank 2: Switzerland 

 Rank 3: Singapore 

 Rank 4: Netherlands 

 Rank 5: Demark 

The Chandler Good Governance Index is released by the Chandler Institute of Governance headquartered in 

Singapore. The index is prepared based on seven pillars namely leadership and foresight, strong institutions, robust laws 

and policies, attractive market place, financial stewardship, helping people rise, global influence and reputation. 

2. LIC Among Top Ten Most-Valuable Insurance Brand Globally: The state-owned insurance behemoth ‘Life Insurance 

Corporation (LIC)’ has emerged as the third strongest and the tenth most valuable insurance brand globally, in Brand 

Finance Insurance 100 report for 2021. The annual report is released by London-based brand valuation consultancy firm 

Brand Finance, to identify the most valuable and strongest insurance brands globally. 

According to the report: 

1. Most Valuable Indian Insurance Brand – LIC (10th) 

2. Most Strongest Indian Insurance Brand – LIC (3rd) 

3. Most Valuable Global Insurance Brand – Ping An Insurance, China 

4. Most Strongest Global Insurance Brand – Poste Italiane, Italy 

Summary of the report: 

 The brand value of LIC increased by almost 7 per cent to $8.65 billion in 2021. 

 Chinese firm ‘Ping An Insurance’ emerged as the world’s most valuable insurance brand, despite recording a 26 

per cent drop in brand value in 2021 over the previous year. 

 In the strongest insurance brands category, Italy’s Poste Italiane was at the top position, followed by Mapfre of 

the US and LIC of India. 
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 However, the total brand value of the world’s top 100 most valuable insurance brands declined by 6 per cent from 

$462.4 billion in 2020 to $433.0 billion in 2021. 

3. New Delhi ranks 32nd in Global Prime Residential Index by Knight Frank: London-based property consultant Knight 

Frank has ranked New Delhi and Mumbai in 32nd and 36th positions respectively in the Global Prime Residential Index. 

While Bengaluru moved down by four places in Q1 2021 and is ranked 40; Delhi and Mumbai dipped one place each in the 

same period. Three Chinese cities – Shenzhen, Shanghai and Guangzhou lead the index this quarter. Shenzhen recorded 

the strongest performing world region with a growth of 18.9%, while New York was the weakest performing market with 

negative 5.8% growth. Some of the world’s top metropolises, New York, Dubai, London, Paris and Hong Kong are seeing 

prices soften. New York was the weakest-performing global city during the period. 

 The Prime Global Cities Index is a valuation-based index-tracking movement in prime residential prices in local 

currency across 45-plus cities worldwide using Knight Frank’s global research network. 

 The report said 26 cities witnessed a rise in prime residential prices in Q1 2021. Eleven cities registered double-

digit priced growth up from just one a year ago. About 67 per cent of global cities registered flat or positive yearly 

price growth. 

4. NITI Aayog, Mastercard release report on Connected Commerce: The NITI Aayog has released a report titled 

‘Connected Commerce: Creating a Roadmap for a Digitally Inclusive Bharat’. NITI Aayog has released the report in 

collaboration with Mastercard. The report identifies the various challenges faced in accelerating digital financial inclusion 

in India and also provides recommendations for making digital services accessible to its 1.3 billion citizens. 

 The report includes strengthening the payment infrastructure to promote a level playing field for NBFCs and 

banks; 

 Digitizing registration and compliance processes and diversifying credit sources to enable growth opportunities 

for MSMEs; 

 building information-sharing systems, including a ‘fraud repository’, and ensuring that online digital commerce 

platforms carry warnings to alert consumers to the risk of frauds; 

 enabling agricultural NBFCs to access low-cost capital and deploy a ‘physical (physical + digital) model for 

achieving better long-term digital outcomes. 

 Digitising land records will also provide a major boost to the sector and to make city transit seamlessly accessible 

to all with minimal crowding and queues, leveraging existing smartphones and contactless cards, and aim for an 

inclusive, interoperable, and fully open system such as that of the London ‘Tube’. 

5. World Bank report: India was largest recipient of remittances in 2020: India was the largest recipient of remittances in 

2020, as per the report, “Migration and Development Brief “ released by the World Bank. India has been the largest 

recipient of remittances since 2008. However, the remittance received by India in 2020 was over USD 83 billion, which is a 

drop of 0.2 per cent from 2019 (USD 83.3 billion). Globally, the remittance flow was USD 540 billion in 2020, which is 1.9% 

lower as compared to that of 2019, when it was USD 548 billion. 
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Top Five Countries 

 The top five remittance recipient countries in 2020, in current US dollar terms, were India, China, Mexico, the 

Philippines, and Egypt. 

 The top five recipients in 2020, as a share of gross domestic product (GDP), were, by contrast, smaller 

economies: Tonga, Lebanon, Kyrgyz Republic, Tajikistan, and El Salvador. 

Top Source Country For Remittance 

 The largest remittance-sending country in 2020 was United States (USD68 billion). 

 It was followed by the UAE (USD43 billion), Saudi Arabia (USD34.5 billion), Switzerland (USD27.9 billion), Germany 

(USD22 billion), and China (USD18 billion). 

 From India, the Remittances outflow in 2020 was USD 7 billion, against USD 7.5 billion in 2019. 

6. New Zealand PM Jacinda Ardern Tops Fortune’s World’s 50 Greatest Leaders 2021: New Zealand Prime Minister, 

Jacinda Ardern has topped the ‘World’s 50 Greatest Leaders’ list for 2021, released by Fortune Magazine. The ‘World’s 50  

Greatest Leaders’ list for 2021 is the eighth edition of the annual list which celebrates leaders, some well-known and 

others who aren’t so familiar, who made a difference amid the “truly unprecedented times” of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

From India, Adar Poonawalla, the chief executive officer (CEO) of Serum Institute of India (SII) is the only Indian among the 

top 10 names. He is placed in the 10th spot. 

List of Top 10 Fortune’s World’s 50 Greatest Leaders 2021 

1. Jacinda Ardern, Prime Minister of New Zealand 

2. mRNA Pioneers 

3. Dan Schulman, CEO of PayPal 

4. Dr John Nkengasong, director of Africa Centres for Disease Control and Prevention 

5. Adam Silver; Michele Roberts; Chris Paul, NBA Rescuers 

6. Jessica Tan, founder of Ping An Group 

7. Justin Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury for the Church of England/Anglican Church 

8. Stacey Abrams, founder of Fair Fight 

9. Reshorna Fitzpatrick, pastor for Proceeding Word Church, Chicago 

10. Adar Poonawalla, CEO of Serum Institute of India 

7. India climbs to 3rd spot on EY index: India has moved a notch higher at the third spot on EY’s Renewable Energy 

Country Attractiveness Index due to exceptional performance on the solar photovoltaic (PV) front. India has moved one 

http://www.ixammr.com/
http://bit.ly/ixammrapp


 

Ixammr – India’s No.1 Sarkari Exam Prep. App – Free Mock Test | Topics Wise Quizzes | E-Books & Free PDFs 
 

 
Copyright 2021 @ www.ixammr.com 

position above (3rd) from the previous index (4th), this is primarily because of the exceptional performance on the solar 

PV front. The US retains the top position on RECAI 57, China has remained a buoyant market and maintains the second 

position. India also committed to setting up 450 GW for renewable energy power capacity (installed) by 2030 in the recent 

climate summit hosted by the US. 

8. India is the 2nd largest insurance-technology market in Asia-Pacific: India is the second-largest insurance technology 

market in Asia-Pacific and accounts for 35 per cent of the $3.66 billion insurtech-focused venture capital invested in the 

region, according to S&P Global Market Intelligence data. The data showed that at least 335 private insurtechs are 

operating in Asia-Pacific, with about 122 of them disclosing $3.66 billion in aggregate capital raised via private placement 

deals. China and India are collectively home to nearly half of private insurtech companies in the APAC region and attracted 

about 78 per cent of the investments. Insurance technology investors are attracted to India since it is one of the fastest-

growing insurance markets in the world. 

9. Karnataka ranks first in executing Ayushman Bharat: Karnataka has been ranked first in establishing Health and 

Wellness Centres under Ayushman Bharat Program to provide comprehensive primary health care in rural areas. 

Karnataka is leading in implementing the project for 2020-2021. While the Centre had set a target of establishing 2,263 

centres, the State has upgraded 3,300 centres till March 31. With a score of 90 out of 95, the state ranks on top when it 

comes to the implementation of the project for the year 2020- 21 as per the health and family welfare department. 

With the objective of providing quality health care for all under the Ayushman Bharat – Arogya Karnataka scheme, all PHCs 

are being upgraded under National Health Mission. The state has a target of upgrading 11,595 Centres as HWCs. 

Counselling sessions for adults, public yoga camps, ENT care, first aid during emergency and referrals to tertiary hospitals 

are some of the services being offered in these centres. 

10. Jharkhand ranks first in implementation of Smart City Mission schemes: Jharkhand has clinched the 1st Position 

among the 36 States & UTs of India based on the progress of implementation of Smart City projects, Rajasthan came 

second in the rankings. The rankings were released by the Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs (MoHUA). At the same 

time, Jharkhand’s Capital Ranchi has risen to 12th position in terms of progress of the ongoing mission plans in 100 cities. 

On the other hand, Delhi is at number 11 in the list of States and Union Territories and Bihar at number 27 and New Delhi 

Municipal Corporation is at number 41 and Bihar Capital Patna at 68th position in the list of cities. 

Earlier, there was a system of issuing ranking in one month, fortnight, week by the Smart City Mission. But, now these 

rankings are updated frequently through the online process. In this ranking, the implementation and progress of the 

schemes run by the Smart City Mission are the basis and the points for various tasks are determined. 

11. Forbes Highest paid Athletes list 2021 released: Forbes has unveiled its annual list of the 10 highest-paid athletes of 

the year. UFC star Conor McGregor has topped the Forbes list by earning $180 million in the past year beating soccer 

superstars Lionel Messi and Cristiano Ronaldo to become the highest-paid athlete in the world. The factors used by 

Forbes’ for calculation include all prize money, salaries and bonuses earned between May 1, 2020, and May 1, 2021. 

Rank Name Sports Earning 

1 Conor McGregor MMA $180 million 
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(Ireland) 

2 Lionel Messi 

(Argentina) 

Soccer $130 million 

3 

 

Cristiano Ronaldo 

(Portugal) 

Soccer $120 million 

4 Dak Prescott 

(United States) 

Football $107.5 million 

5 Lebron James 

(United States) 

Basketball $96.5 million 

6 Neymar (Brazil) Soccer $95 million 

7 Roger Federer 

(Switzerland) 

Tennis $90 million 

8 Lewis Hamilton 

(United Kingdom) 

Formula 1 $82 million 

9 Tom Brady (United 

States) 

Football $76 million 

10 

 

Kevin Durant 

(United States) 

Basketball $75 million 

12. Asia’s richest and second richest persons are now Indians: Billionaire Gautam Adani has edged past Chinese tycoon 

Zhong Shanshan to become the second-richest Asian, according to the Bloomberg Billionaire Index. China’s Zhong was the 

richest Asian till February when he lost the crown to Mukesh Ambani, India’s richest person and chairman of Reliance 

Industries Ltd. 

However, while Ambani lost $175.5 million this year, Adani’s wealth surged by $32.7 billion to touch $66.5 billion, against 

Zhong’s $63.6 billion. Ambani’s total wealth now stands at $76.5 billion, making him the 13th richest in the world, 

followed by Adani at 14th. 

Bloomberg Billionaires Index on May 21, 2021: 

Rank Name Net Worth Country 

1 Jeff Bezos $189B US 
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2 Elon Musk $163B US 

3 Bernard Arnault $162B France 

4 Bill Gates $142B US 

5 Mark Zuckerberg $119B US 

6 Warren Buffet $108B US 

7 Larry Page $106B US 

8 Sergey Brin $102B US 

9 Larry Ellison $91.2B US 

10 Steve Ballmer $89.2B US 

11 Francoise Bettercourt Meyers $87.2B France 

12 Amancio Ortega $82.4B Spain 

13 Mukesh Ambani $76.3B India 

14 Gautam Adani $67.6B India 

15 Zhong Shanshan $65.6B China 

About Bloomberg Billionaires Index 

The Bloomberg Billionaires Index comprises a daily ranking of the world’s richest people, based on their net worth. The 

figures are updated at the close of every trading day in New York. 

13. Centre for World University Rankings 2021-22 announced: Centre for World University Rankings 2021-22 has 

announced, 19,788 institutions were ranked, and those that placed at the top made the global 2000 list. Harvard 

University has topped the ranking globally followed by Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Stanford University, 

University of Cambridge, and Oxford University respectively. 

As many as 68 Indian institutes have made it to the list of the top 2000 higher education institutes across the world, as per 

the Centre for World University Rankings (CWUR) 2021-22. The Indian pack is led by the IIM-Ahmedabad which has 

bagged 415th rank followed by the Indian Institute of Science (IISc) at 459th rank. 

CWUR Ranking 2021: Top 10 Indian Institutes 

 Global Rank 415: IIM Ahmedabad 

 Global Rank 459: Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru 
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 Rank 543: Tata Institute of Fundamental Research, Mumbai 

 Rank 557: IIT Madras 

 Rank 567: IIT Bombay 

 Rank 571: University of Delhi 

 Rank 623: IIT Delhi 

 Rank 708: IIT Kharagpur 

 Rank 709: Panjab University 

 Rank 818: IIT Kanpur 

10. Important Days & Dates Current Affairs – May 2021 

1. International Workers’ Day: 1st May: International Labour Day (also known as May Day or International Workers’ Day) 

is celebrated across the world on the 1st of May every year. The day celebrates the struggle, dedication and commitment 

of the working class and is an annual public holiday in several countries. On 1 May 1886, Chicago and a few other cities 

were the sites of a major union demonstration in support of the eight-hour workday demand. In 1889, the International 

Socialist Conference declared that in commemoration of the Haymarket affair, 1 May would be an international holiday 

for the labour force, now known as International Workers’ Day. 

2. World Laughter Day 2021: 02 May: World Laughter Day is celebrated on the first Sunday of May every year. It is a day 

to raise awareness about laughter and its many healing benefits. In 2021, the day falls on 02 May 2021. World Laughter 

Day was first celebrated on May 10, 1998, in Mumbai upon the initiation of Dr Madan Kataria, founder of the worldwide 

Laughter Yoga movement. 

3. World Tuna Day: 2 May: World Tuna Day is observed globally on 2nd May every year. This day is established by the 

United Nations (UN) to raise awareness about the importance of tuna fish. It is observed for the first time in 2017. 

According to the UN, an outsized number of nations worldwide depend upon tuna for both food security and nutrition. At 

the same time, more than 96 countries have tuna fisheries, and their capacity is constantly growing. 

The World Tuna Day was officially proclaimed by the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) by adopting resolution 

71/124 in December 2016. Its aim was to spotlight the importance of conservation management and make sure that a 

system is required in place to prevent tuna stocks from crashing. The primary internationally recognized World Tuna Day 

was observed on 2 May 2017. 

4. World Press Freedom Day observed globally on 3 May: World Press Freedom Day is observed globally on 3 May every 

year. It is also known as World Press Day. The day also pays tribute to journalists who have lost their lives. They risk their 

lives at times or may even have to face tough situations in order to bring the news from different corners of the world in 

front of the public. This year’s World Press Freedom Day theme “Information as a Public Good”. The theme is of urgent 
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relevance to all countries across the world. It recognizes the changing communications system that is impacting our 

health, our human rights, democracies and sustainable development. 

The General Assembly in the United Nations established World Freedom Day in 1993 to promote the independence of the 

Africa Press. This was followed by the Windhoek Declaration that was established to maintain the free press. As the 

declaration was made on the 3rd of May, hence the special day is observed each year on 3rd May. 

5. International Firefighters’ Day: 04 May: The International Firefighters’ Day (IFFD) is observed on May 4 every year since 

1999. The day is celebrated to recognise and honour the sacrifices that firefighters make to ensure that their communities 

and environment are as safe as possible. The day was instituted, after the deaths of five firefighters in tragic circumstances 

in a bushfire in Australia on 2 December 1998. 

6. Coal Miners’ Day: 4 May: Coal Miners’ Day is celebrated on May 4 to recognize the hard work of some of the great 

unsung heroes of the Industrial Revolution. The day is celebrated to show appreciation for the coal miners and honour 

their accomplishments. Coal miners spend most of the days digging, tunnelling and extracting coal from the mines. They 

dig deep into the Earth to bring out the riches that help to sustain our life. Coal mining is one of the toughest professions. 

The coal miners have been working for centuries, however, they became significantly important during the Industrial 

revolution between 1760 and 1840 when coal was used on a large scale to fuel stationary and locomotive engines and 

heat buildings. Coal is a natural resource that accelerate both economic and social development. 

In India, coal mining began in the year 1774 when John Summer and Suetonius Grant Heatly of the East India 

Company started commercial exploration in the Raniganj Coalfield along the western banks of the Damodar river. Demand 

for coal increased after the introduction of steam locomotives by railways in 1853. However, it was not a healthy place to 

work in. There were several incidents of extreme exploitation and massacre took place in coal mines in the name of profit. 

7. World Asthma Day 2021: 04 May: World Asthma Day is observed every year on the 1st Tuesday of May. This year, 

World Asthma Day is observed on May 4, 2021. The day spread awareness about asthma disease and care around the 

world. Whilst the primary focus is supporting the person with asthma, support may also extend to family, friends and 

caregivers. The theme for 2021 World Asthma Day is “Uncovering Asthma Misconceptions“. 

World Asthma Day is annually organized by the Global Initiative for Asthma (GINA). In 1998, the first World Asthma Day 

was celebrated in more than 35 countries in conjunction with the first World Asthma Meeting in Barcelona, Spain. 

What is Asthma? 

Asthma is a chronic disease of the lungs that causes breathing problems. Symptoms of asthma include breathlessness, 

coughing, wheezing and a feeling of tightness in the chest. These symptoms vary in frequency and severity. When the 

symptoms are not under control, the airways can become inflamed making breathing difficult. Whilst asthma can not be 

cured, the symptoms can be controlled enabling people with asthma to live full lives. 

8. World Hand Hygiene Day: 05 May: Every year, the World Hand Hygiene Day is observed on May 5. The day is organised 

by the World Health Organization (WHO) to raise awareness among people across the globe about the importance of hand 

hygiene in warding off many serious infections. The theme for 2021 is ‘Seconds Save Lives: Clean Your Hands’. The day 
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recognizes hand washing as one of the most effective actions that can be taken to avoid a huge range of infections 

including the COVID-19 virus. 

9. International Day of the Midwife: 05 May: International Day of the Midwife is observed globally on 5 May every year 

since 1992. This day is celebrated to recognise the work of midwives and raise awareness about the status of midwives for 

the essential care they provide to mothers and their newborns. The theme for 2021 International Day of the Midwife is 

“Follow the Data: Invest in Midwives.” 

The idea of having a day to recognize and honour midwives came out of the 1987 International Confederation of Midwives 

conference in the Netherlands. International Midwives’ Day was first celebrated May 5, 1991, and has been observed in 

more than 50 nations around the world. 

10. International No Diet Day: 06 May: International No Diet Day is observed on May 6, and its symbol is a light blue 

ribbon. It is an annual celebration of body acceptance, including fat acceptance and body shape diversity. It means 

recognising that your body is beautiful exactly as it is and worry less about your weight, body shape and more about being 

healthy and active. The day is dedicated to promoting a healthy lifestyle with a focus on health at any size and in raising 

awareness of the potential dangers of dieting and the unlikelihood of success. 

11. World Athletics Day 2021: 05 May: The World Athletics Day-2021 is observed on the 5 May. The date is subject to 

adjustment, the date of World Athletics Day is decided by the IAAF, however, the month stays the same as May. The first 

World Athletics Day was observed in 1996. The basic objective of World Athletics Day is to boost the participation of 

youths in athletics. 

 The objective of World Athletics day is to increase public awareness about sports and to educate youngsters about 

the importance of sports. 

 To promote athletics as the primary sport in schools and institutions. 

 To popularize sports among the youth and establish a link between the youth, sport, and environmental 

conservation. 

 To establish athletics as the number one participation sport in schools all over the world. 

12. World Red Cross and Red Crescent Day: 8 May: The World Red Cross and Red Crescent Day is observed every year on 

8 May. The day aims to celebrate the principles of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, to reduce the 

suffering of people and enabling them to lead a dignified life with independence, humanity, impartiality, universality, unity 

and neutrality. Theme 2021 World Red Cross and Red Crescent Day: ‘Unstoppable’ 

The day also marks the anniversary of the birth of Henry Dunant (8 May 1828), who was the founder of the International 

Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). He was the recipient of the first Nobel Peace Prize. 

13. World Thalassemia Day: 08 May: World Thalassemia Day is celebrated on May 8 every year to commemorate 

Thalassemia victims and to encourage those who struggle to live with the disease. The theme for 2021 World Thalassemia 

Day is “Addressing Health Inequalities Across the Global Thalassaemia Community”. Thalassemia is an inherited blood 
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disorder that is characterised by less haemoglobin and lesser than normal blood cells. A person suffering from thalassemia 

has at least one of the parents as a carrier of the disease. 

14. World Migratory Bird Day: 08 May: World Migratory Bird Day 2021 is observed globally on 8 May. The aim of the day 

is to raise awareness of migratory birds and the importance of international cooperation to conserve them. “Sing, Fly, 

Soar – Like a Bird!” is the theme of this year’s World Migratory Bird Day. The 2021 World Migratory Bird Day theme is an 

invitation to people everywhere to connect and re-connect with nature by actively listening to – and watching birds – 

wherever they are. At the same time, the theme appeals to people around the world to use their own voices and creativity 

to express their shared appreciation of birds and nature. 

This day is organized by a collaborative partnership among two UN treaties the Convention on Migratory Species (CMS) 

and the African-Eurasian Migratory Waterbird Agreement (AEWA) and the Colorado-based non-profit organization, 

Environment for the Americas (EFTA). This day is a global campaign dedicated to raising awareness of migratory birds and 

the need for international cooperation to conserve them. 

15. Time of Remembrance and Reconciliation for Those Who Lost Their Lives during the 2nd World War: Every year 

during May 8-9, the United Nations marks the Time of Remembrance and reconciliation for those who lost their lives 

during the Second World War. The day pays tribute to all the victims of the Second World War. This year is the 76th 

Anniversary of World War II. 

The day was declared in 2004 as was commemorated by the United Nations since then. However, the UN urged the NGOs, 

its member countries and other organizations to join the commemoration of the day through a resolution that was passed 

in 2010. The date, however, is not the official end of the second world war. This is because, Japan did not surrender till 

August 15, 1945. 

16. International Day of Argania: 10 May: In 2021, the United Nations General Assembly proclaimed 10 May the 

International Day of Argania. The resolution, submitted by Morocco, was co-sponsored by 113 member states of the 

United Nations and adopted by consensus. The argan tree (Argania Spinosa) is a native species of the sub-Saharan region 

of Morocco, in the southwest of the country, which grows in arid and semiarid areas. 

The argan tree 

 The argan tree is typically a multipurpose tree that supports income generation, increases resilience and improves 

climate adaptation, playing a very important role in achieving the three dimensions of sustainable development – 

economic, social and environmental – at the local level. 

 The sustainable argan production sector contributes to the economic empowerment and financial inclusion of 

local communities, especially women living in rural areas. Cooperatives are instrumental in promoting local job 

opportunities and can play an important role in contributing to food security and in eradicating poverty. 

History of the day: 

 The United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) designated in 1988 the endemic 

production area as the Arganeraie Biosphere Reserve. 
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 Also, all know-how concerning the argan tree was inscribed in 2014 on the UNESCO Representative List of the 

Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. 

 Moreover, in December 2018, FAO recognized the Argan-based agro-sylvo-pastoral system within the area of Ait 

Souab – Ait Mansour in Morocco as a Globally Important Agricultural Heritage System. 

 And lastly, in 2021, the United Nations General Assembly proclaimed 10 May the International Day of Argania. 

17. India celebrates National Technology Day on 11th May: National Technology Day is celebrated on 11 May across 

India. This day marks the successfully tested Shakti-I nuclear missile at the Indian Army’s Pokhran Test Range in Rajasthan. 

This day will be focusing on rebooting the economy through Science and Technology. It also highlights the achievements of 

our scientists and engineers in the field of science and technology and encourages students to embrace Science as a career 

option. 

History of National Technology Day: 

Every year, National Technology Day is celebrated across India on 11 May to memorize the anniversary of Shakti, the 

Pokhran nuclear test held on 11 May 1998. Shakti also knows as the Pokhran Nuclear Test was the first nuclear test code-

named ‘Smiling Buddha’ was carried out in May 1974. 

The second test was then conducted as Pokhran II which was a series of five tests of nuclear bomb explosions carried out 

by India at the Pokhran Test Range of the Indian Army in May 1998. This operation administered by late president and 

aerospace engineer Dr APJ Abdul Kalam. All these nuclear tests evolved various sanctions against India by many major 

countries, including the United States and Japan. After the test, India becomes a nuclear state thus making it the sixth 

country in the world that has joined the nations “nuclear club”. 

18. International Nurses Day observed globally on 12 May: International Nurse Day is observed globally on 12 May every 

year. This day is observed to commemorate the birth anniversary of Florence Nightingale. She was also known as Lady 

with the Lamp. She was the founder of modern nursing and was a British social reformer and statistician. The theme of 

2021 International Nurses Day is ‘Nurses: A Voice to Lead – A vision for future healthcare’. 

Florence Nightingale was put in charge of nursing British and allied soldiers in Turkey during the Crimean War. She is 

renowned for setting up the Nightingale School of Nursing, at St. Thomas’ Hospital in London (opened 1860) in order to 

formalize nursing education. She was the first woman awarded the Order of Merit (1907). 

19. International Day of Families: 15 May: The International Day of Families is observed every year on 15 May to reflect 

the importance that the international community attaches to families. This day provides an opportunity to promote 

awareness of issues relating to families and to increase the knowledge of the social, economic and demographic processes 

affecting families. The theme of 2021 is “Families and New Technologies”. In 1993, the UN General Assembly decided in a 

resolution that 15 May of every year should be observed as The International Day of Families. 

20. National Dengue Day: 16 May: In India, the National Dengue Day is observed every year on 16 May. The day is an 

initiative by the Ministry of Healthy and Family Welfare, to raise awareness about dengue and its preventive measures, 

and preparedness for control of the vector-borne disease before the transmission season begins. 
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 Dengue is spread through the bite of the female mosquito (Aedes aegypti). 

 Dengue is a mosquito-borne disease that is caused by the dengue virus of four distinct serotypes — DEN-1, DEN-2, 

DEN-3 and DEN-4. 

 Dengue, which is spread by the Aedes albopictus species of mosquitos, can lead to flu-like illness such as severe 

muscle pain and nausea and can lead to death if not cured properly. 

21. International Day of Light celebrated on 16 May: The International Day of Light (IDL) is celebrated on 16 May each 

year to mark the anniversary of the first successful operation of the laser in 1960 by physicist and engineer, Theodore 

Maiman. The day celebrates the role that light plays in science, culture and art, education, and sustainable development, 

and in fields as diverse as medicine, communications, and energy to help achieve the goals of UNESCO – ‘education, 

equality, and peace. The message of 2021 International Day of Light is “Trust Science”. 

The celebration of the International Day of Light will enable various sectors of society worldwide to get indulge in activities 

that display how science, technology, art and culture can help in achieving the goals of UNESCO i.e. building the 

foundation for peaceful societies. 

22. International Day of Living Together in Peace: 16 May: The International Day of Living Together in Peace is held on 

16th May every year since 2018. The UN General Assembly, declared 16 May the International Day of Living Together in 

Peace, as a means of regularly mobilizing the efforts of the international community to promote peace, tolerance, 

inclusion, understanding and solidarity. The Day aims to uphold the desire to live and act together, united in differences 

and diversity, in order to build a sustainable world of peace, solidarity and harmony. The United Nations General Assembly 

decided to celebrate 16th May as the International Day of Living Together in Peace on 8th December 2017. 

23. World Telecommunication and Information Society Day: 17 May: The World Telecommunication and Information 

Society Day (WTISD) is observed every year on 17 May since 1969, to commemorate the founding of the International 

Telecommunication Union (ITU). The theme of 2021 is “Accelerating Digital Transformation in challenging times”. The ITU 

was founded on 17 May 1865, when the first International Telegraph Convention was signed in Paris. The main objective 

of the day is to raise global awareness of the changes brought about by the Internet and new technologies in societies and 

economies, as well as of ways to bridge the digital divide. 

24. World Hypertension Day: 17 May: World Hypertension Day (WHD) is celebrated on 17 May worldwide to promote 

public awareness of increasing high blood pressure (BP) and to encourage citizens of all countries to prevent and control 

this silent killer. The day was held for the first time in May 2005. World Hypertension Day (WHD) is an initiative of the 

World Hypertension League (WHL), an affiliated section of the International Society of Hypertension. The theme for World 

Hypertension Day 2021 is Measure Your Blood Pressure Accurately, Control It, Live Longer. 

25. 6th UN Global Road Safety Week: 17-23 May 2021: The 6th UN Global Traffic Safety Week, which this year is 

celebrated between 17 and 23 May, call for 30 km/h (20 mph) speed limits to be the norm for cities, towns and villages 

worldwide. UN Global Road Safety Week (UNGRSW) is a biennial global road safety campaign hosted by WHO. 
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Each UNGRSW has an advocacy theme.  The theme for the 6th UNGRSW is Streets for Life, under the tagline #Love30. It 

brings together individuals, governments, NGOs, corporations, and other organizations from around the world to raise 

awareness of road safety and make changes that will reduce the number of road deaths. 

26. World AIDS Vaccine Day: 18 May: World AIDS Vaccine Day, (also known as HIV Vaccine Awareness Day), is observed 

annually on May 18 to promote the continued urgent need for a vaccine to prevent HIV infection and AIDS.  The first 

World AIDS Vaccine Day was thus observed on May 18, 1998, to commemorate the anniversary of Clinton’s speech. The 

concept of World AIDS Vaccine Day was proposed on May 18, 1997, during a commencement speech at Morgan State 

University made by then-President Bill Clinton, which underlined the need for a vaccine to curb the spread of HIV. 

27. International Museum Day: 18 May: The International Museum Day is celebrated on 18 May, since 1977, to raise 

awareness about the fact that “Museums are an important means of cultural exchange, enrichment of cultures and 

development of mutual understanding, cooperation and peace among peoples”. The theme of International Museum Day 

2021: “The Future of Museums: Recover and Reimagine”. It is coordinated by the International Council of Museums 

(ICOM). 

28. World Bee Day observed globally on 20th May: World Bee Day is observed globally on 20th May every year. On this 

date, 20 May, the pioneer of beekeeping Anton Janša was born in 1734 in Slovenia. The purpose of the bee day is to 

acknowledge the role of bees and other pollinators in the ecosystem. About 33% of the world’s food production depends 

on bees thus they are vital for the preservation of biodiversity, ecological balance in nature and helpful in reducing 

pollution. The theme of World Bee Day 2021 is “Bee engaged: Build Back Better for Bees”.  

The UN Member States approved Slovenia’s proposal to proclaim 20 May as World Bee Day in December 2017. The 

resolution called for the adoption of specific conservation measures and highlighted the importance of the preservation of 

bees and their significance for humanity. The first World Bee Day was observed in 2018. 

29. World Metrology Day observed globally on 20th May: World Metrology Day is observed globally on 20th May every 

year. Many nations on this day, internationally collaborate to create awareness about metrology and its advancement in 

the respective field. The theme for World Metrology Day 2021 is Measurement for Health. This theme was chosen to 

create awareness of the important role measurement plays in health, and thus in the wellbeing of every one of us. 

World Metrology Day is an annual celebration of the signature of the Metre Convention on 20 May 1875 in Paris, France 

by representatives of seventeen nations. The World Metrology Day project is realized jointly by the International 

Organization of Legal Metrology (OIML) and Bureau International des Poids et Mesures (BIPM). 

30. International Tea Day observed globally on 21st May: International Tea Day is observed globally on May 21 on the 

recommendation of India. The purpose of International Tea Day is to try to improve the condition of tea producers and tea 

workers. The United Nations recognised International Tea Day by the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) to raise 

awareness of the deep cultural and economic significance of tea around the world and promote its importance in fighting 

hunger and poverty. 

The United Nations General Assembly has designated May 21 as International Tea Day based on a proposal moved by India 

at the FAO Intergovernmental Group (IGG) on Tea in October 2015. Before 2019, December 15 is celebrated as 
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International Tea Day in tea producing nations such as Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Vietnam, Indonesia, Kenya, Malawi, 

Malaysia, Uganda, India and Tanzania. 

31. National Anti Terrorism Day: 21 May: In India, the National Anti Terrorism Day is observed on May 21 to 

commemorate the death anniversary of former Prime Minister of India, Rajiv Gandhi. The day is also observed to spread 

the message of peace, harmony, and humankind and to promote unity among the people. Rajiv Gandhi was India’s 

youngest Prime Minister. He was appointed as the sixth Prime Minister of the country and served the nation from 1984 to 

1989. Mr Gandhi was assassinated on May 21, 1991, by a human bomb. He was killed in Tamil Nadu in a campaign by a 

terrorist. Then, under the V.P. Singh government, the centre has decided to observe 21st May as Anti Terrorism Day. 

32. World Day for Cultural Diversity for Dialogue and Development: World Day for Cultural Diversity for Dialogue and 

Development is observed globally on 21 May every year. The day aims to celebrate the richness of the world’s cultures 

and highlight the significance of its diversity as an agent of inclusion and positive change for achieving peace and 

sustainable development. In the year 2001, The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

adopted the ‘Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity’ as a result of the destruction of the Buddha statues of Bamiyan in 

Afghanistan in 2001. Then in December 2002, the UN General Assembly (UNGA) in its resolution 57/249, declared 21 May 

to be World Day for Cultural Diversity for Dialogue and Development. 

33. International Day for Biological Diversity: 22 May: The United Nations celebrates International Day for Biological 

Diversity on 22 May every year to raise awareness about the issue of a significant reduction in biological diversity due to 

certain human activities. Biological Diversity comprises a wide variety of plants, animals and microorganisms including 

genetic differences within each species, for example, between varieties of crops and breeds of livestock. 

This year 2021 the theme is “We’re part of the solution”. The slogan was chosen to be a continuation of the momentum 

generated last year under the over-arching theme, “Our solutions are in nature”, which served as a reminder that 

biodiversity remains the answer to several sustainable development challenges. 

34. International Day to End Obstetric Fistula observed on 23 May: Every year, United Nations (UN) International Day to 

End Obstetric Fistula is marked on 23rd May since 2013 to promote action towards treating and preventing obstetric 

fistula, a condition that affects many girls and women during childbirth in developing countries. The day is being observed 

to significantly raise awareness and intensify actions towards ending obstetric fistula, as well as urging post-surgery follow-

up and tracking of fistula patients. Obstetric fistula is one of the most serious and tragic injuries that can occur during 

childbirth. The theme 2021: “Women’s rights are human rights! End fistula now!”. 

In 2003 the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and its partners launched the global Campaign to End Fistula, a 

collaborative initiative to prevent fistula and restore the health of those affected by the condition. The day was officially 

recognised in 2012. 

35. World Turtle Day celebrated on 23 May: The World Turtle Day is observed on May 23 every year by American Tortoise 

Rescue, a nonprofit organization. The day is celebrated to raise awareness among people to protect turtles and tortoises 

and their disappearing habitats around the world. The day is being celebrated since 2000 by American Tortoise Rescue, a 

nonprofit organization established in 1990 for the protection of all species of tortoise and turtle. The theme of 2021 World 

Turtle Day is “Turtles Rock!”. 
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36. World Thyroid Day celebrated on 25 May: World Thyroid Day is observed globally on 25 May every year. The main 

purpose of the WTD is to aware of the importance of Thyroid and the prevention and treatment of thyroid diseases. This 

day is established in 2008 as a part of the campaign led by the European Thyroid Association (ETA) and the American 

Thyroid Association (ATA) followed by the Latin American Thyroid Society (LATS) and Asia Oceania Thyroid Association 

(AOTA) to commemorate the patients with Thyroid diseases and doctors and physicians who treat them. 

The thyroid is a butterfly-shaped gland in the throat that produces T3 (Thyroxine) and T4 (Triiodothyronine) and 

maintained by the Thyroid-stimulating hormone(TSH). It regulates the metabolism of the body and abnormalities in this 

may cause dysfunctioning body systems. The decrease in thyroid hormone causes hypothyroidism (sudden weight gain) 

and the increase in thyroid hormone causes hyperthyroidism. Maintaining proper iodine level in the diet and limiting the 

usage of raw goitrogenic vegetables will help in avoiding thyroid diseases. 

37. International Missing Children’s Day: 25 May: International Missing Children’s Day is observed globally on 25th May 

every year. This day is observed for missing children who have found their way home, remember those that are victims of 

crime, and continue efforts to seek out those that are still missing. 25 May is now widely referred to as Missing Children’s 

Day, with the forget-me-not flower as its emblem. 

The day was proclaimed in 1983, by U.S. President Ronald Reagan. In 2001, 25 May was the first formally recognized as 

International Missing Children’s Day (IMCD), to a joint effort on the part of the International Centre for Missing and 

Exploited Children (ICMEC), Missing Children Europe and therefore the European Commission. 

38. Indian Commonwealth Day: 24th May: Commonwealth Day is celebrated on the second Monday in the month of 

March every year. However, in India, another Commonwealth Day is also celebrated on May 24. Also known as Empire 

Day, Commonwealth Day commemorates the formation of the British Empire in India and other colonies of Britain. This 

year the theme for Commonwealth Day is: Delivering a Common Future. The aim of this theme is to highlight how the 54 

Commonwealth countries are innovating, connecting and transforming to help achieve essential goals like tackling climate 

change, promoting good governance, achieving gender equality. 

It was not until after the death of Queen Victoria, who passed away on January 22, 1901, that Empire Day was first 

celebrated. The first Empire Day was celebrated on May 24, 1902, which was the Queen’s birthday. Many schools across 

the British Empire were celebrating it even before it was officially recognised as an annual event. 

39. Vesak Day 2021 observed globally on 26 May: Vesak Day 2021 is observed globally on 26 May. Vesak, the Day of Full 

Moon is the most sacred day to Buddhists all over the world. On this day, Lord Gautham Buddha attained enlightenment. 

The Day is commemorated by the United Nations every year. The Day is being celebrated by the United Nations since 

2000. The resolution to celebrate the day was passed in 1999. Since 2004, International Vesak Summit is being organized. 

In 2019, it was held in Vietnam. So far, the summit has been held 11 times in Thailand, 3 times in Vietnam and 1 time in Sri 

Lanka. The decision to celebrate the birthday of Buddha as Vesak Day was first formalized at the World Fellowships of 

Buddhists conference that was held in Sri Lanka in 1950. The conference was attended by Buddhist leaders from several 

countries. 

40. World Hunger Day observed on 28 May: World Hunger Day is observed globally on 28 May every year. The objective 

of this day is to raise awareness about more than 820 million people living in chronic hunger worldwide. It is observed 
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since 2011 to not only spread awareness about the malaise of chronic hunger but also to solve hunger and poverty 

through sustainable undertakings. The initiative recognizes the dire need to save nearly a quarter of a billion lives from 

malnourishment and chronic hunger. The need to provide outreach globally during the pandemic for the distribution of 

food is seen as paramount to save those who have been vulnerable even in pre-pandemic times. World Hunger Day is an 

initiative by The Hunger Project, first started in the year 2011. This year marks the 11th annual WHD to look at hunger as a 

whole. 

41. International Day of Action for Women’s Health: 28 May: The International Day of Action for Women’s Health 

(International Women’s Health Day) is observed every year on May 28 since 1987 to raise awareness on the issues related 

to women’s health and well being. Latin American and Caribbean Women’s Health Network (LACWHN) and Women’s 

Global Network for Reproductive Rights (WGNRR) launched the day. Year after year, women, girls, advocates and allies 

have continued to take action and stand up for sexual and reproductive rights for what they are: an indivisible and 

inalienable part of our human rights. 

42. International Week of Solidarity with the Peoples of Non-Self-Governing Territories: The United Nations is observing 

the International Week of Solidarity with the Peoples of Non-Self-Governing Territories from May 25 to 31, 2021. On 

December 06, 1999, the UN General Assembly called for the annual observance of the Week of Solidarity with the Peoples 

of Non-Self-Governing Territories. In UN Charter, a Non-Self-Governing Territory is defined as a Territory “whose people 

have not yet attained a full measure of self-government.” 

The observation aims to take effective measures to safeguard and guarantee the inalienable rights of the peoples of the 

Non-Self-Governing Territories to their natural resources, including land, and to establish and maintain control over the 

future development of those resources and requested the Administering Powers to take all necessary steps to protect the 

property rights of the peoples of those Territories. At present, there are 17 Non-Self-Governing Territories remaining. 

43. International Day of United Nations Peacekeepers: 29 May: The “International Day of United Nations Peacekeepers” 

is observed on May 29 annually. The day is celebrated to pay tribute to all the men and women who have served and 

continue to serve in United Nations peacekeeping operations for their high level of professionalism, dedication, and 

courage and to honour the memory of those who have lost their lives in the cause of peace. The day was designated by 

United Nations General Assembly on December 11, 2002, and first celebrated in 2003. The 2021 Theme: “The road to a 

lasting peace: Leveraging the power of youth for peace and security.” 

44. International Everest Day: 29th May: International Everest Day is being observed on 29th May. Nepalese Tenzing 

Norgay and New Zealand’s Edmund Hillary had climbed Mt. Everest on this day in 1953, as the first humans to achieve the 

feat. Nepal decided to observe the day as International Everest Day in 2008 when the legendary climber Hillary passed 

away. Everest Day on May 29 every year in memory of the first summit of Mt. Everest by Sir Edmund Hillary and Tenzing 

Norgay Sherpa on the day in 1953. The day is celebrated with memorial events, processions, and special events in 

Kathmandu and the Everest region. 

45. World Digestive Health Day: 29 May: Every year, World Digestive Health Day (WDHD) is observed on 29 May. It is 

organised by the World Gastroenterology Organisation (WGO) in collaboration with the WGO Foundation (WGOF). Each 

year the day focuses upon a particular digestive disease and/or disorder in order to increase general public awareness of 

prevention, prevalence, diagnosis, management and treatment of the disease and/or disorder. The theme of WDHD 2021 
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is “Obesity: An Ongoing Pandemic.” World Digestive Health Day was launched in 2004 to mark the 45th anniversary of the 

creation of the World Gastroenterology Organisation. The organisation has over 100 member societies and 50,000 

individual members all over the world. 

46. Amnesty International Day: 28 May: Amnesty International Day is observed every year on May 28, because it was on 

this day in 1961 that this non-governmental organization was founded in London. The Amnesty International was founded 

on 28 May 1961 in London, following the publication of the article “The Forgotten Prisoners” in The Observer, a British 

newspaper, by the lawyer Peter Benenson. Amnesty International is a non-governmental organization that focuses on the 

protection of human rights, by working to prevent abuses to human rights, fight for justice for those whose rights have 

been violated, expand and enforce human rights protections in international law, by lobbying governments and other 

powerful groups and publicizing their violations. The organisation has won the 1977 Nobel Peace Prize for its “defence of 

human dignity against torture,” and the United Nations Prize in the Field of Human Rights in 1978. 

47. World No-Tobacco Day: 31 May:  Every year, on 31st May, the World Health Organization (WHO) and global partners 

celebrate World No Tobacco Day (WNTD). The annual campaign is an opportunity to raise awareness on the harmful and 

deadly effects of tobacco use and second-hand smoke exposure, and to discourage the use of tobacco in any form. This 

year theme of the 2021 WNTD is “Commit to quit.” This yearly celebration informs the public on the dangers of using 

tobacco, the business practices of tobacco companies, what WHO is doing to fight the tobacco epidemic, and what people 

around the world can do to claim their right to health and healthy living and to protect future generations. 

World Health Organization on 15th May 1987 passed a resolution, calling for April 7, 1988, to be the first World No 

Smoking Day. This date was chosen as it was the 40th anniversary of the World Health Organization. Then on May 17, 

1989, the World Health Organization passed a resolution calling for May 31 to be annually known as World No Tobacco 

Day. World No Tobacco Day has been observed every year on 31st May since 1989. 

11. Agreements Current Affairs – May 2021 

1. TRIFED inks MoU with ‘The LINK Fund’ for tribal development: Tribal Co-operative Marketing Federation of India 

(TRIFED), has entered into a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with The LINK Fund, for a collaborative project 

titled “Sustainable Livelihoods For Tribal Households in India”.  Under the project, both the organisations will work 

together towards: 

 Tribal Development and Employment Generation, by providing support to tribals for increasing value addition in 

their produce and products; 

 Sustainable livelihoods and value addition, for the increase in income and employment generation through 

technological intervention for efficiency in value addition for MFPs, produce and crafts diversification, skill training 

and enhancement of value additions in minor forest produce. 

The LINK Fund is a Geneva, Switzerland based philanthropic operational foundation and practitioner-led fund, working 

towards eradicating extreme poverty and mitigating the effects of climate change. 
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TRIFED is a nodal agency under the administrative control of the Ministry of Tribal Affairs, working for the empowerment 

of the tribals community in India. 

2. Indian Bank signs MoU with BSNL: Indian Bank signed an MoU with Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited to provide seamless 

telecom services to the Indian Bank at competitive market rates. This means the telco might be availing its services to the 

bank for a lower market rate than usual. The bank is already using the services of BSNL and Mahanagar Telephone Nigam 

Limited for its Wide Area Network across the country Dr VK Sanjeevi, chief general manager of Chennai Telephones said 

that BSNL and its subsidiary MTNL is connecting 5,000 branches and ATMs of Indian Bank. 

3. Yono by SBI Joins Hands with Shivrai Technologies: Shivrai Technologies partnered with leading digital banking 

platform, Yono SBI to help smallholder, marginal, and large-holder farmers by way of a free application. This will allow 

them to focus on their costs incurred, as well as the bookkeeping of total profits that are in line. The aim to help farmers 

across the country to manage their accounts efficiently, thus cutting down on losses. Shivrai also owns their own B2B 

brand, FarmERP. Through this new venture with Yono by SBI, they aim to make their application increasingly accessible. 

This free-of-cost application will not only efficiently manage their accounts but will also give them a platform to analyse 

and calculate their profits, losses, and expenses, thus enabling them to make a wiser purchase, harvest, and production 

decisions. It is curated in the simplest possible way for smallholder farmers to benefit from it. 

4. Facebook to introduces vaccine finder tool on mobile app in India: Facebook has partnered with the Indian 

government to roll out a vaccine finder tool on its mobile app in India, which will help people identify places nearby to get 

inoculated. The social media giant had, earlier this week, announced a USD 10 million grant for emergency response 

efforts for the COVID-19 situation in the country. 

 Partnering with the Government of India, Facebook will begin rolling out its Vaccine Finder tool on the Facebook 

mobile app in India available in 17 languages to help people identify places nearby to get the vaccine,”. 

 In this tool, vaccine centre locations and their hours of operation have been provided by the Ministry of Health 

and Family Welfare (MoHFW). 

 The cumulative number of COVID-19 vaccine doses administered in the country has crossed 15.22 crore. 

 Also, more than 2.45 crore people have registered themselves on the Co-WIN digital platform ahead of Phase-3 

of the COVID-19 vaccination for those above 18 years that is set to start from May 1. 

5. PepsiCo Foundation partners with SEEDS to set up COVID care centres: PepsiCo Foundation, the philanthropic arm of 

PepsiCo, said it has partnered with the not-for-profit organisation, Sustainable Environment and Ecological Development 

Society (SEEDS) to launch a community COVID-19 vaccination drive and set up COVID care centres. To focus on 

Maharashtra, Punjab, West Bengal, Uttar Pradesh, and Telangana. As part of the partnership, SEEDS will drive Covid-19 

vaccinations for the community at large, set up Covid care centres equipped with beds and medical facilities, including 

oxygen cylinders. 

 Over 1 lakh vaccines doses will be provided to communities, to be administered through the local healthcare 

system, while five COVID care centres will be set up for three months that will be equipped with beds and medical 

facilities, including oxygen cylinders, PepsiCo India said in a statement. 
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 Moreover, over 100 oxygen concentrators will be provided to the Central government for distribution to various 

government hospitals across states, it added. 

6. Oil and Gas PSUs inks MoU for Shri Badrinath Dham: The top Oil and Gas PSUs of India, including IndianOil, BPCL, HPCL, 

ONGC and GAIL, have inked a Memorandum of Understanding (MOUs) with the Shri Badrinath Utthan Charitable Trust, for 

Construction and Redevelopment of Shri Badrinath Dham in Uttarakhand as a Spiritual Smart hill Town. 

 These PSUs will contribute Rs. 99.60 crore in the first phase of the project. 

 Phase I will include developmental activities such as river embankment work, building all-terrain vehicular path, 

building bridges, beautifying existing bridges, establishing gurukul facilities with accommodation, creating toilet 

and drinking water facilities, installing streetlights, mural paintings etc. 

 The initiative is part of the Government’s effort to boost tourism by attracting more tourists, which in turn would 

strengthen the economy of the state. The rejuvenation work of Shri Badrinath Dham is expected to be completed 

within a span of three-year time. 

7. Rolls-Royce and HAL Sign MoU for Supporting MT30 Marine Engine Business: Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) and 

Rolls-Royce have signed an MoU to establish packaging, installation, marketing, and services support for Rolls-Royce MT30 

marine engines in India. Through this MoU, Rolls-Royce and HAL will expand their long-standing partnership in India and 

work together in the area of marine applications for the first time. This partnership will leverage the rich experience of 

HAL’s IMGT (Industrial and Marine Gas Turbine) Division that works on marine gas turbines with Indian shipyards. 

 The MT30 is billed as the world’s most power-dense, best-in-class naval gas turbine currently in service with naval 

programmes worldwide in various propulsion arrangements across seven ship types. 

 The MT30 has the potential to provide next-generation capabilities to the Indian Navy’s future fleet. 

 The MT30 can deliver its full power of up to 40 MW in ambient temperatures up to 38 degrees Celsius, without 

any power degradation throughout the life of the ship. 

8. Geojit sign an ink pact with PNB to offer three-in-one account: Geojit Financial Services has entered into an agreement 

with Punjab National Bank to provide a three-in-one account to the latter’s customers. The new service gives customers 

who have a savings account with PNB, a PNB Demat account and a Geojit trading account. Saving and Demat accounts can 

be opened online in PNB with a hassle-free approach. 

 The 3-in-1 account makes it easier for PNB customers to transfer funds in real-time via the payment gateway 

facility from their savings accounts to meet their investment needs. 

 The trading account, which can be opened online in 15 minutes, provides a seamless interface to invest online in 

the avenues offered by Geojit. 

 PNB clients can now open a Geojit Trading account online and start investing online in equity as well as Geojit’s 

Smartfolios product. This will help clients diversify their investments and manage them all through one account. 
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9. Google Cloud partnered with SpaceX for providing satellite internet service: Google Cloud and SpaceX signed a deal for 

providing internet service through Starlink satellite. Google will provide the Cloud infrastructure for this connectivity 

Project, while Space X will install ground terminals in Google’s cloud data centres for connecting Starlink satellites. It will 

help in providing fast internet service to the rural areas. This service will be available to customers before the end of 2021. 

The first Starlink terminal will be established in a Google data centre in Ohio, United States. Earlier, Microsoft has also 

signed a similar agreement with SpaceX to connect its Azure cloud to Starlink. Starlink is a project under which SpaceX 

aims to send 12,000 satellites to provide space-based internet. 

10. India-Microsoft MoU on Digital Transformation of Tribal Schools: The Ministry of Tribal Affairs and Microsoft signed a 

Memorandum of Understanding on the joint initiative for Digital Transformation of Tribal Schools. This includes the 

introduction of Ashram Schools and Eklavya Model Residential Schools (EMRS) in tribal areas. 

 Microsoft will make an Artificial Intelligence curriculum available for the tribal students in Hindi and English. 

 In the first phase of the programme, 250 EMRS are to be established. Out of these 250 schools, 50 schools will be 

given intensive training. And five hundred master trainers will be trained in the first phase. 

 The teachers are to be trained in a phased manner to use Artificial Intelligence application and production 

technologies such as Office 365. This will introduce the teachers to the world of collaboration and help them 

understand how teaching shall be increased with virtual field trips. 

 The teachers will also be provided with E-Certificates and E-badges from the Microsoft Education centres at the 

end of the programme. 

11. SBI and HyperVerge Partner for AI-powered Online Account Opening: HyperVerge announced its partnership with 

SBI, with one of its flagship products, the Video Banking solution, which aims to achieve a 10x improvement in the number 

of account openings per day per agent. The new service will offer a quick and completely paperless experience to 

customers with minimal ID documents. Assisted by AI engines with an accuracy of 99.5%, HyperVerge’s Video Banking 

solution enables SBI to provide convenient digital banking services to millions of Indians. Last year, the Reserve Bank of 

India (equivalent to the Federal Reserve) allowed banks to adopt the Video Customer Identification Process (V-CIP). This 

measure has proven to be prophetic given the rising Covid-19 cases. 

 The technology developed by the Palo Alto headquartered company is critical at this hour since it helps financial 

institutions deliver uninterrupted services, and save the cost and time spent on manual processing. 

 For comparison, manual checks by an agent can take up to 25 minutes, while HyperVerge’s solution completes the 

entire process within 5 minutes. 

 The Video Banking solution can be supported on multiple platforms. 

 Additionally, the solution performs pre-qualifier checks on customer details, schedules video calls with high 

throughput and performs AI-driven Liveness, OCR, and Facematch checks. This technology has long-term 

implications for an organization’s efficiency. 
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12. India-Israel signs 3-year program for Cooperation in Agriculture: India and Israel have inked a three-year joint work 

programme which will continue till 2023. A joint work programme was initiated with the aim of enhancing cooperation in 

agriculture. Under the new work programme, 13 Centres of Excellence (CoEs) were set up to make Indian farmers aware 

of Israeli farm and water technologies. A model ecosystem in agriculture called Villages of Excellence (VoE) will also be 

created across eight states within 75 villages. The new programme will promote the increase in net income and enhance 

the livelihood of the individual farmer. India and Israel have completed four similar joint work programmes successfully. 

13. TRIFED and NITI AAYOG to partner to implement the Van Dhan Yojana: TRIFED (Tribal Cooperative Marketing 

Development Federation of India), Ministry of Tribal Affairs is set to partner with NITI Aayog for implementation of Van 

Dhan Vikas Kendra (VDVK) initiative under Van Dhan Yojna in 39 Tribal Aspirational districts identified by NITI Aayog. These 

include districts in the states of Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, 

Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Odisha, Telangana and Tripura. 

About the initiative: 

 Van Dhan tribal start-ups or VDVK is a programme for value addition, branding & marketing of Minor Forest 

Produces by establishing Van Dhan Kendras to facilitate the creation of sustainable livelihoods for the forest-based 

tribes. 

 Special focus will be on these aspirational districts, where the tribal population is more than 50%. 

 Through this partnership, NITI Aayog will support TRIFED in the concept of convergence (a collaboration between 

State & Central Governments, Development partners) for the VDVK Mission with Article 275 (1), DMF (District 

Mineral Foundations), and Scheduled Tribe Component (STC) of different ministries. 

Van Dhan Yojna or Van Dhan Scheme 

 It was launched on 14th April 2018 and is implemented by TRIFED. Van Dhan startups help for the socio-economic 

development of the tribal population of the country to set up the Van Dhan Kendra. 

 It is a component of the ‘Mechanism for Marketing of Minor Forest Produce (MFP) through Minimum Support 

Price (MSP) & Development of Value Chain for MFP’. 

 The idea is to set up tribal community-owned Van Dhan Vikas Kendra Clusters (VDVKCs) in predominantly forested 

tribal districts. 

12. Books & Authors Current Affairs – May 2021 

1. Meghan Markle set to release Children’s Book ‘The Bench’: Meghan Markle will be releasing her new book, titled The 

Bench, on June 8, which was inspired by a poem she wrote to her husband, Prince Harry, on his first Father’s Day as a dad 

to son Archie. The book, with watercolour illustrations by Christian Robinson, began as a poem that Markle says she wrote 

for Harry on the first Father’s Day after Archie was born. 
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2. Kalki Koechlin Authors her Debut Book Titled ‘Elephant In The Womb’: Bollywood actress Kalki Koechlin is making her 

debut as an author, with her first book titled “Elephant In The Womb”. The book, which is yet to be released, is an 

illustrated non-fiction book on motherhood. It is illustrated by Valeriya Polyanychko and published by Penguin Random 

House India (PRHI). The book narrates about pregnancy and parenting for mothers, expectant mothers, and “anyone even 

thinking about motherhood”. 

3. A book titled ‘Life in the Clock Tower Valley’ author by Shakoor Rather: “Life in the Clock Tower Valley” is the debut 

book of Press Trust of India (PTI) journalist Shakoor Rather. The book is published by Speaking Tiger, it talks about 

Kashmir’s pristine past, its grievous present and always-uncertain future. It also includes historical and political 

information about Kashmir as well as environmental issues that are seldom talked about. Besides talking about various 

aspect of life in the Valley, the author also describes in detail how different characters pop up in its streets during different 

seasons: “life-size scarecrows during summers to frighten the unrelenting birds hovering over the paddy fields, and the 

ceremonial snowmen that delight the neighbourhood children celebrating the much-awaited snowfall”. 

4. A book titled “Sikkim: A History of Intrigue and Alliance” released: The book “Sikkim: A History of Intrigue and 

Alliance”, published by HarperCollins India, released on May 16, which is celebrated as Sikkim Day. Former diplomat Preet 

Mohan Singh Malik combines insights into the unique history of the erstwhile kingdom of Sikkim with the intriguing story 

of how it became India”s 22nd state in his new book. The objective of the book, he says, is to clarify and establish the 

primacy of strategic issues that lay behind India”s decision to accept the demand that Sikkim is merged with India. 

Sikkim remains significant from a strategic point of view, given its proximity to Tibet and the crucial Siliguri Corridor that 

connects India”s northeastern states with the rest of the country. Sikkim also remains an enigma for most, with many 

misconceptions about its history and its merger with India in 1975. 

5. A book title “Nehru, Tibet and China” authored by Avtar Singh Bhasin: A book has titled “Nehru, Tibet and China” 

authored by Avtar Singh Bhasin. The book based on years of meticulous archival research, this book in fascinating detail, 

analyses the events from 1949 to the Indo-China war in 1962 and its aftermath to explore the answers to these burning 

questions. 

History of  India, Tibet and China: 

On 1 October 1949, the People’s Republic of China came into being and changed forever the course of Asian history. 

Power moved from the hands of the nationalist Kuomintang government to the Communist Party of China headed by Mao 

Tse Tung. All of a sudden, it was not only an assertive China that India had to deal with but also an increasingly complex 

situation in Tibet which was reeling under pressure from China. 

Clearly, newly independent India, with Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru at its helm, was navigating very choppy waters. 

Its relations with China progressively deteriorated, eventually leading to the Indo-China war in 1962. Today, more than six 

decades after the war, we are still plagued by border disputes with China that seem to routinely grab the headlines. It 

leads one to question what exactly went on during those initial years of the emergence of a new China. 

6. ‘India and Asian Geopolitics: The Past, Present’ is authored by Shivshankar Menon: A book has titled ‘India and Asian 

Geopolitics: The Past, Present’ is authored by Shivshankar Menon. He was the Prime Minister’s National Security Adviser 

and Foreign Secretary, is exploring these phases in their historical context to tell the story of how India weathered the 
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many geopolitical storms of the past in his latest book. Menon has taken a different approach to history. He underscores 

the seriousness of China taking Tibet in 1950, which, according to him, was a pivotal moment in India-China relations, but 

challenges the argument that India failed to stop the Chinese invasion. 

7. Neena Gupta announces autobiography “Sach Kahun Toh”: Bollywood actor Neena Gupta is all set to launch her 

autobiography “Sach Kahun Toh”, publisher Penguin Random House India. she wrote the book in 2020 during the 

lockdown. The book addresses issues like casting couch, film industry politics, and also talks about what it takes for a 

young actor to survive without a godfather or guide. From her time at the National School of Drama (NSD) to moving to 

Bombay (Mumbai) in the 80s and her single parenthood, the book will share Gupta’s life story in the most 

“unapologetically honest” manner. “She details the big milestones in her life, her unconventional pregnancy and single 

parenthood, and successful second innings in Bollywood. 

8. A new book to raise funds for child rights amid pandemic:  Aditya Gupta, a Delhi-based entrepreneur and mountaineer 

aim to raise Rs 1 crore for COVID-19 relief from the sale proceeds of his recently released book “7 Lessons from Everest – 

Expedition Learnings from Life and Business”. The coffee-table book, with 350 stunning images spread over 250 pages, is 

written by Aditya Gupta. The book narrates the author’s experience of scaling Mt Everest at the age of 50 in 2019 and 

shares the virtues of “preparation, passion, perseverance, mental toughness, and resilience”. The proceeds from the 

book will be given to NGO Child Rights and You (CRY). 

9. A book title “Languages of Truth: Essays 2003-2020” by Salman Rushdie: A book titled “Languages of Truth: Essays 

2003-2020” authored by Salman Rushdie. In his new book, Rushdie attempts to perform a defensive castling move. He 

suggests his work has been misunderstood and mistreated because the literary culture has turned from brio-filled 

imaginative writing toward the humbler delights of “autofiction,” as exemplified by the work of Elena Ferrante and Karl 

Ove Knausgaard. 

13. Defence Current Affairs – May 2021 

1. Indian Navy launches Operation Samudra Setu-II: The Indian Navy has launched Operation Samudra Setu-II to help in 

faster transportation of medical oxygen and other requirements from other countries to India, amid its worsening COVID-

19 pandemic. As a part of operation ‘Samudra Setu II’, seven Indian Naval ships have been deployed for shipment of liquid 

medical oxygen-filled cryogenic containers and associated medical equipment from various countries. These warships are 

Kolkata, Kochi, Talwar, Tabar, Trikand, Jalashwa and Airavat. In 2020, the Indian Navy launched Operation Samudra Setu, 

as part of the Vande Bharat Mission, to repatriate approximately 4,000 stranded and distressed Indian citizens from the 

Maldives, Sri Lanka, and Iran. 

2. Armed Forces Launches Op “CO-JEET” for Mental Health Of COVID Patients: The armed forces have launched 

operation “CO-JEET” to aid anti-COVID-19 efforts, like strengthening the medical system in India and oxygen supply chains. 

Along with these, CO-JEET also take measures to ensure the mental wellbeing of people. Apart from medical therapy, 

patients necessitate the assurance that “they will be fine” and at times that is all they need to gain back self-confidence 

and courage. Deputy Chief of Integrated Defence Staff (Medical) Kanitkar is the third woman to become a three-star 

general in the armed forces. Vice Admiral Dr. Punita Arora & Air Marshal Padmavathy Bandopadhyay are the 1st & 2nd. 
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Under the CO-JEET plan, personnel of the three wings of the armed forces have been pressed into service to help restore 

oxygen supply chains, set up COVID beds and provide help to the civilian administration in its fight to control the 

outspread of the virus. The operation also attempts to provide additional beds across the country for mixed COVID-19 

management. 

3. Indian Army sets up Covid Management Cell for real time response: The Indian Army has set up a Covid Management 

Cell to bring greater efficiency in coordinating real-time responses to address the exponential rise in Covid cases across the 

country. It helps in assistance to civil administration in the form of testing, admissions in military hospitals, and 

transportation of critical medical equipment. 

 The Army has deployed additional doctors, including specialists, super specialists and paramedics, at various 

hospitals. 

 The Defence Ministry has granted an extension to Short Service Commissioned doctors of the Armed Forces 

Medical Services till December 31, 2021, which has augmented the strength of AFMS by 238 more doctors. 

 The army has also mobilised its resources to assist the civil administration to tide over the current Covid-19 

situation in the country. 

 Army has provided 100 beds each at Lucknow and Prayagrajto cater to the surge in cases. 

 A total of 200 drivers have been kept on standby for driving oxygen transporters to various parts of the country 

and 10 TATRA and 15 ALS vehicles are on standby to tranship medical supplies arriving at Palam airport. 

4. DRDO’s anti-Covid drug 2-DG receives DCGI approval for emergency use: An anti-COVID-19 therapeutic drug 

developed by DRDO called drug2-deoxy-D-glucose (2-DG) has been given emergency approval by the Drug Controller 

General of India (DCGI) for Coronavirus patients in the country. The Institute of Nuclear Medicine and Allied Sciences 

(INMAS), a lab of Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO), has developed the drug, in collaboration with 

Dr Reddy’s Laboratories, Hyderabad. In 2-DG arm, significantly higher proportion of patients improved symptomatically 

and became free from supplemental oxygen dependence (42% vs 31%) by day-3 in comparison to SOC, indicating an early 

relief from oxygen therapy/dependence. The drug comes in the form of a powder in a sachet & is supposed to be dissolved 

in water. 

5. Indian and Indonesian navies conduct exercise in Arabian sea: The Indian and Indonesian Navies conducted Passage 

Exercise (PASSEX) in the southern Arabian Sea with a focus on further improving their interoperability. The exercise was 

aimed at improving interoperability and understanding between both the friendly navies. From the Indian Navy, INS 

Sharda, an Offshore Patrol Vessel (OPV) with a Chetak helicopter participated in the exercise. From the Indonesian Navy, 

KRI Sultan Hasanudin, a 90m Corvette took part in the exercise. 

PASSEXes are regularly conducted by IN with units of Friendly Foreign Countries. The last PASSEX between IN and the 

Indonesian Navy was conducted on 13 Mar 21 between INS Kalpeni, IN Dornier and KRI Sultan Iskandar Muda. 

6. Indian Navy Designs Oxygen Recycling System to mitigate oxygen shortage: The Indian Navy has designed an Oxygen 

Recycling System (ORS) to mitigate the existing Oxygen shortages. Indian Navy’s Diving School of the Southern Naval 
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Command has conceptualised and designed the System as they have expertise in this area because the basic concept is 

used in some of the diving sets used by the school. 

ORS will extend the life of the existing medical oxygen cylinders by two to four times, using the fact that only a small 

percentage of oxygen inhaled by a patient is actually absorbed by the lungs, while the rest is exhaled along with carbon 

dioxide produced by the body. 

7. INS Rajput to be decommissioned on May 21: The first destroyer of the Indian Navy, INS Rajput, will be 

decommissioned on May 21. It was commissioned on 04 May 1980. After rendering service for 41 years, it will be 

decommissioned at the Naval Dockyard of Visakhapatnam. INS Rajput was built by Russia in the 61 Communards Shipyard. 

Its Original Russian name was ‘Nadezhny’. INS Rajput served for both Western and Eastern Fleets and its first commanding 

officer was Capt Gulab Mohanlal Hiranandani. It is the 1st Indian Naval Ship to be associated with an Indian Army regiment 

– the Rajput Regiment. It participated in many operations including Operation Aman, Operation Pawan, Operation Cactus, 

etc. 

8. Aashritha V Olety is India’s 1st woman flight test engineer: Squadron Leader, Aashritha V Olety is the first and only 

woman in the IAF qualified for the role, and as a flight test engineer, she will be responsible for evaluating aircraft and 

airborne systems before their induction into the armed forces. Aashritha V Olety, a native of Karnataka, has graduated as 

part of the 43rd Flight Test Course. 

9. NSA Doval commissions Indian Coast Guard’s ship Sajag: National Security Advisor (NSA), Ajit Doval has commissioned 

the Indian Coast Guard (ICG) Offshore Patrol Vessel (OPV) Sajag, which has been constructed by Goa Shipyard Limited. 

Sajag is the third in a series of five offshore patrol vessels indigenously designed in line with Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi’s ‘Make in India’ vision. The indigenously-built ship is fitted with advanced technology equipment, weapon and 

sensors capable to carry a twin-engine helicopter and four high-speed boats. 

14. Obituaries Current Affairs – May 2021 

1. Senior TV Journalist Rohit Sardana Passes Away: Renowned TV journalist and news anchor, Rohit Sardana, has passed 

away, due to a heart attack, following the deadly COVID-19 infection. The young journalist was just 41-year-old. Sardana 

was associated with Zee News since 2004, before moving to AajTak in 2017. With Zee News, he hosted Taal Thok Ke, a 

programme that discusses contemporary issues in India, while with AajTak, he was hosting the debate show ”Dangal.” 

Sardana was awarded the Ganesh Shankar Vidyarthi Puraskar by the Indian government in 2018. 

2. Sitar maestro Pandit Devabrata Chaudhuri Passes Away: Sitar maestro Pandit Debu Chaudhuri has passed away 

following COVID-19 related complications. The Legend of Sitar belonged to the Senia or Gharana style of music. He had 

been awarded the Padma Bhushan and the Padma Shri. He was also a teacher and writer and had penned six books and 

composed many new ragas. 

3. Film and TV Actor Bikramjeet Kanwarpal Passes Away: Actor Bikramjeet Kanwarpal, who has been a popular character 

in many films, TV shows and web series, has passed away due to Covid-19 complications. The actor was latest seen in Anil 

Kapoor’s series 24 and web series Special OPS. He was a retired Army officer. Some of his well-known films include 

Creature 3D, Horror Story, Prem Ratan Dhan Payo, Bypass Road and Shortcut Romeo. 
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4. Assam’s first female IAS officer Parul Debi Das passes away: Parul Debi Das, the first female IAS officer from Assam, 

passed away. She was an Assam-Meghalaya cadre IAS officer. She was the daughter of the former cabinet minister of 

undivided Assam – Ramnath Das. She was the sister of former Assam Chief Secretary Naba Kumar Das. 

6. ‘Shooter Dadi’ Chandro Tomar passed away: Shooter Chandro Tomar, nicknamed ‘Shooter Dadi’, passed away at the 

age of 89 due to Covid-19. She was hailing from the Baghpat village in Uttar Pradesh, Tomar was 60-plus when she picked 

up the gun for the first time but went on to win many national competitions for veterans, her feats ultimately inspiring the 

award-winning Bollywood movie ‘Saand ki Aankh’. 

7. Aeronautical Scientist Manas Bihari Verma Passes Away: The Indian aeronautical scientist, Manas Bihari Verma, who 

played an instrumental role in the development of the Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) – Tejas, has passed away. He worked as 

a scientist at the Defence Research Development Organization (DRDO) for 35 years in the aeronautical stream. He was 

given the responsibility for the design of the Tejas aircraft mechanical system, where he led the team responsible for the 

full-scale engineering development of the Tejas aircraft in the Aeronautical Development Agency (ADA). The noted 

scientist has conferred the Padma Sri civilian honour in 2018. 

8. Former J&K Governor Jagmohan Passes Away: Former Jammu and Kashmir Governor, Jagmohan Malhotra has passed 

away. Jagmohan served two terms as Jammu and Kashmir Governor, once from 1984 to 1989, and then from January 1990 

to May 1990. He had also served as Lieutenant Governor of Delhi, Goa and Daman & Diu. Jagmohan was elected to the Lok 

Sabha for the first time in 1996 and served as the Union Minister for Urban Development and Tourism in the Atal Bihari 

Vajpayee government in 1998. Apart from this, he was honoured with the Padma Shri in 1971, Padma Bhushan in 1977 

and Padma Vibhushan in 2016. 

9. V Kalyanam, Mahatma Gandhi’s Former Personal Secretary, Passes Away: Mahatma Gandhi’s former personal 

secretary V Kalyanam passed away. He was Gandhi’s personal secretary from 1943 to 1948, when the Mahatma was 

assassinated. Kalyanam was preserving letters written by Gandhiji, a cheque bearing his sign and other literature 

associated with him. He was proficient in Bengali, Gujarati, Hindi, Tamil and English. A staunch follower of Mahatma 

Gandhi, he was also associated with Rajaji in the 1960s. 

10. Former Union Minister and RLD Founder Ajit Singh Passes Away: Former Union Minister and Rashtriya Lok Dal (RLD) 

founder and leader Ajit Singh has passed away battling COVID-19. He was the son of former Prime Minister of India, 

Chaudhary Charan Singh. Ajit Singh had served as Minister of Commerce & Industry under Prime Minister V. P. Singh; 

Minister of Food Processing Industries in P. V. Narasimha Rao’s cabinet; Minister of Agriculture in Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s 

government and Minister of Civil Aviation in Manmohan Singh’s cabinet. 

11. Actress Abhilasha Patil passes away due to Covid-19: Actress Abhilasha Patil, who featured in films like ‘Good 

Newwz’, ‘Badrinath Ki Dulhania’ and ‘Chhichhore’, passed away due to Covid-19 complications. She was in her early 40s. 

Apart from Bollywood movies, Patil also appeared in Marathi films such as ‘Te Aath Diwas’, Bayko Deta Ka Bayko’, 

‘Prawaas’, ‘Pipsi’ and ‘Tujha Majha Arrange Marriage’. 

12. Senior Journalist Shesh Narayan Singh Passes Away of Covid-19: Veteran senior journalist Shesh Narayan Singh has 

passed away while undergoing treatment for COVID-19. He was 70. A columnist, political commentator and an expert on 

foreign policy, Shesh Narain Singh had a career spanning over two decades. 
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13. Veteran Music Composer Vanraj Bhatia Passes Away: The veteran Music Composer Vanraj Bhatia, who was the best-

known composer of Western classical music in India, has passed away after a brief illness. His work ranged from 

composing music for advertisement films, feature films, mainstream films, television shows, documentaries etc. Bhatia 

won the National Film Award for Best Music Direction for the television film Tamas (1988), the Sangeet Natak Akademi 

Award for Creative and Experimental Music (1989) and India’s fourth-highest civilian honour, the Padma Shri (2012). 

14. Renowned Sculptor and Rajya Sabha MP Raghunath Mohapatra Passes Away: Eminent sculptor, architect, and Rajya 

Sabha member, Raghunath Mohapatra has passed away while undergoing treatment for COVID-19. Hailing from Odisha, 

Mohapatra was awarded Padma Shri in 1975, Padma Bhushan in 2001 and Padma Vibhushan in 2013 for his pioneering 

contributions to the world of art, architecture and culture. 

15. Kerala’s Oldest Serving MLA KR Gouri Amma Passes Away at 102: The senior-most communist leader of Kerala, KR 

Gouri Amma, who was the first Revenue Minister in the first communist ministry of the state in 1957, has passed away 

due to age-related ailments. She was 102. She was the second longest-serving MLA in Kerala Legislative Assembly and also 

the last surviving member of the first Kerala government. After the split of the Communist Party in 1964, K. R. Gouri joined 

the newly formed Communist Party of India (Marxist). She formed and headed the political party Janathipathiya 

Samrakshana Samithy (JSS) in 1994 after her ouster from CPI (M). She was the driving force behind the historic Land 

Reforms Bill in Kerala. She had won 13 assembly elections, out of the total 17 contested. 

16. Sahitya Akademi Award Winning Journalist Homen Borgohain passes away: Noted Assamese litterateur and 

journalist, Homen Borgohain has passed away. He was associated with several newspapers and was most recently working 

as the editor in chief of Assamese daily Niyomiya Barta until his death. He was also the President of Assam Sahitya Sabha. 

He was awarded Sahitya Akademi Award in 1978 for the Assamese language for his novel ‘Pita Putra’. He has written 

several novels, short stories and poetry. 

17. Freedom fighter Anup Bhattacharya passes away: Freedom fighter and Swadhin Bangla Betar Kendra musician, Anup 

Bhattacharya passed away. During the liberation war of Bangladesh, he worked as the composer and music director at 

Swadhin Bangla Betar Kendra. He is also a founder member of the Rabindra Sangeet Shilpi Sangstha. His ever-present 

liberation songs including “Teer Hara Ei Dheu-er Sagor,” “Rokto Diye Naam Likhhechhi,” “Purbo Digonte Surjo Utheche,” 

and “Nongor Tolo Tolo” inspired the liberation war fighters during 1971. Swadhin Bangla Betar Kendra was the medium 

for radio broadcasting in 1971. 

18. Arjuna-winning veteran paddler Chandrasekar passes away: Three-time National table tennis champion and former 

International paddler V. Chandrasekar passed away due to COVID-related complications. He was the current president of 

Tamizhaga Table Tennis Association (TTTA). The 63-year-old Chandrasekar, a 1982 Arjuna Award winner. Chandra’s 

autobiography with Seetha Srikanth, My fightback from Death’s Door published in 2006. 

19. Times Group Chairperson Indu Jain Passes Away: Pioneering philanthropist and Times Group Chairperson, Indu Jain 

has passed away due to Covid-related complications. The prominent Indian media personality, Indu Jain was the 

chairperson of India’s largest media group, Bennett, Coleman & Co. Ltd., which is popularly known as the Times Group, 

which owns the Times of India and other large newspapers. Being a spiritualist, Jain had a deep knowledge of ancient 

scriptures and was the follower of Sri Sri Ravi Shankar and Sadhguru Jaggi Vasudev. Besides this, Jain was also passionate 

about women’s rights and was the founder president of Ficci Ladies Organisation (FLO). 
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20. Former CBI officer K Ragothaman passes away: Former CBI officer K Ragothaman has passed away. He was the chief 

investigation officer of the Special Investigation Team (SIT) of the Rajiv Gandhi assassination case. He was awarded the 

Police Medal in 1988 and President Medal in 1994. Ragothaman has authored many books including Conspiracy to Kill 

Rajiv Gandhi, Third Degree Crime Investigation Management and Crime and the Criminal. He joined the CBI in 1968 as a 

sub-inspector of police. 

21. Famous Mathematician MS Narasimhan Passes Away: Noted Indian mathematician, Professor MS Narasimhan has 

passed away. Professor Narasimhan, along with C. S. Seshadri, were known for their proof of the Narasimhan–Seshadri 

theorem. He is the only Indian to receive the King Faisal International Prize in the field of science. He was graduated from 

Loyola College, Chennai, and Tata Institute of Fundamental Research, Bombay Narasimhan had also obtained PhD from 

Mumbai University. 

22. BCCI referee Rajendrasinh Jadeja passes away: Former Saurashtra pacer and BCCI referee, Rajendrasinh Jadeja has 

died due to COVID-19. He was one of the finest right-arm medium pacers and a remarkable all-rounder. He played 50 first-

class matches and 11 List A games, taking 134 and 14 wickets respectively. He had scored 1,536 runs in first-class matches 

and 104 runs in List A cricket. 

23. Congress MP Rajeev Satav Passes Away: The senior Congress leader and Rajya Sabha MP, Rajeev Satav has passed 

away, days after recovering from a coronavirus infection. He was a member of the Rajya Sabha from Maharashtra and the 

in-charge of the All India Congress Committee (AICC) affairs in Gujarat. Formerly, he was the Member of Parliament in the 

16th Lok Sabha from Hingoli in Maharashtra. 

24. Former President of Indian Medical Association Dr. KK Aggarwal Passes Away: Renowned cardiologist and former 

national president of the Indian Medical Association (IMA), Dr KK Aggarwal, has passed away battling with Covid. He was 

an eminent physician and cardiologist, who also has served as the head of the Heart Care Foundation of India. He was 

honoured with the Dr BC Roy Award in 2005 and the Padma Shri in 2010, India’s fourth-highest civilian award, for his 

contributions to the field of medicine. 

25. Renowned Tamil Writer and Folklorist Ki. Rajanarayanan Passes Away: Noted Tamil folklorist and acclaimed writer Ki. 

Rajanarayanan has passed away. Famously called by his Tamil initials as KiRa, he was known as the pioneer of ‘Karisal 

Literature’. KiRa was honoured with the Sahitya Academy award in 1991 for his novel ‘Gopalapurathu Makkal’. He was an 

eminent writer of short stories, novels, folklores and essays and has published over 30 books. 

26. Former Union Minister Shri Chaman Lal Gupta Passes Away: Senior BJP leader and former union minister, Chaman Lal 

Gupta has passed away. He had an illustrious political career spanning over five decades, beginning with becoming a 

member of the J&K Legislative Assembly in 1972. He was a member of the 11th, 12th and 13th Lok Sabha from the 

Udhampur constituency of Jammu. Besides this, Chaman Lal Gupta was Union Minister of State, Ministry of Civil Aviation 

between October 13, 1999, and September 1, 2001, Union Minister of State (independent charge), Ministry of Food 

Processing Industries (September 1, 2001, to June 30, 2002) and Union Minister of State for Defence (July 1, 2002 to 

2004). 
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27. Former Rajasthan Chief Minister Jagannath Pahadia passes away: Senior Congress leader and former Rajasthan chief 

minister Jagannath Pahadia has passed away due to COVID-19. He served as the Chief Minister of Rajasthan from 6 June 

1980 to 14 July 1981. Apart from this, he was also a former Governor of Haryana and Bihar. 

28. Former NSG Chief JK Dutt, Who Led 26/11 Counter-Terror Ops, Passes Away: J.K. Dutt, former Director-General of the 

National Security Guards (NSG) who headed the force during the 26/11 Mumbai terror attack, passed away due to COVID-

19 related complications. JK Dutt saw counter-terror and rescue efforts during operation Black Tornado in the 26/11 

Mumbai terror attack. The NSG condoled the death of the 1971 batch IPS officer of the West Bengal cadre who served the 

force from August 2006 to February 2009. He also served in various positions in the CBI and the Central Industrial Security 

Force.   

29. Environmentalist Sunderlal Bahuguna passes away: Well-known environmentalist and Gandhian, Sunderlal Bahuguna 

has passed away. He was 94. A pioneer in environmental protection, Mr Bahuguna led the charge against the construction 

of big dams in the Himalayas in the 1980s. He was fervently opposed to the construction of the Tehri dam. Bahuguna, who 

lived for decades in his Silyara ashram in Tehri Garhwal, inspired many young people in his passion for the environment. 

His ashram was open to young people, with whom he communicated with ease. Bahuguna, along with local women, 

founded the Chipko movement in the Seventies to prevent the felling of trees in the ecologically sensitive zones. The 

movement’s success led to the enactment of a law to ban the felling of trees in ecologically sensitive forest lands. He also 

coined the Chipko slogan: ‘ecology is the permanent economy. 

30. Veteran Music Director Laxman of the duo composers “Raam-Laxman” passes away: Renowned music director 

“Laxman” of the famous duo composers “Raam-Laxman”, has passed away due to a heart attack. His real name was Vijay 

Patil, but was better known as Raamlaxman and was most famous for his work with Rajshri Productions of Hindi films. 

Laxman composed music for several of their hit films like Agent Vinod (1977), Maine Pyar Kiya (1989), Hum Aapke Hain 

Koun..! (1994), Hum Saath Saath Hain (1999). Raamlaxman has worked in almost 75 films in Hindi, Marathi and Bhojpuri. 

31. Former Atomic Energy Commission of India Chief Srikumar Banerjee Passes Away: The former Chairman of the 

Atomic Energy Commission of India, Dr. Srikumar Banerjee, has passed away. He retired as Chairman of the Atomic Energy 

Commission and Secretary of the Department of Atomic Energy in 2012. He had also served as the Director of the Bhabha 

Atomic Research Centre (BARC) for six years till 2010. Dr Banerjee received the Padma Shri in 2005 and the Shanti Swarup 

Bhatnagar Award in 1989 for his exceptional service in the field of science, especially in the areas of atomic energy and 

metallurgy. 

32. Indian boxing’s first Dronacharya awardee coach O P Bhardwaj passes away: Indian boxing’s first Dronacharya 

awardee coach, O P Bhardwaj has passed away. He has bestowed the highest national honour in coaching jointly with 

Bhalchandra Bhaskar Bhagwat (wrestling) & O M Nambiar (athletics) when it was introduced in 1985. Bhardwaj was India’s 

national boxing coach from 1968 to 1989 & also served as a national selector. He was the first chief instructor for the sport 

at the National Institute of Sports India in Patiala. 

33. China’s ‘father of hybrid rice’ Yuan Longping passes away: Chinese scientist Yuan Longping, renowned for developing 

a hybrid rice strain that vastly improved the grain output in the country, passed away at the age of 91. Yuan succeeded in 

cultivating a high-yield hybrid rice strain in 1973, which was later grown on a large scale in China and other countries to 

substantially raise output. 
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34. Ex-Formula One boss Max Mosley passes away: Max Mosley, the former head of Formula One’s governing body, has 

died at the age of 81 after suffering from cancer. The youngest son of Oswald Mosley, the leader of the British fascist 

movement in the 1930s. Mosley was a racing driver, team owner and lawyer before becoming president of the 

International Automobile Federation (FIA) in 1993. 

35. Record-setting U.S. Olympic sprinter Lee Evans passes away: Lee Evans, the record-setting sprinter who wore a black 

beret in a sign of protest at the 1968 Olympics then went onto a life of humanitarian work in support of social justice. 

Evans became the first man to crack 44 seconds in the 400 meters, winning the gold medal at the Mexico City Games in 

43.86. 

36. 1971 war hero Col Panjab Singh passes away: Colonel Panjab Singh, a hero of the Battle of Poonch during the 1971 

Bangladesh Liberation War, was cremated with full military honours under pandemic protocols after he passed away. The 

retired officer, who was awarded the Vir Chakra, the third highest war-time gallantry award, died of post-Covid 

complications. Panjab Singh was born on 15 February 1942, the colonel was commissioned into the 6th Battalion, The Sikh 

Regiment on16 December 1967. He went on to command the prestigious battalion from 12 October 1986 to 29 July 1990. 

37. Freedom fighter HS Doreswamy passes away: Freedom fighter H S Doreswamy, who recently recovered from Covid-

19, passed away. He was born in Bengaluru on April 10, 1918, Harohalli Srinivasaiah Doreswamy, is known for his 

participation in the Quit India movement and Vinoba Bhave’s Bhoodan movement. He was also a familiar figure in civil 

society movements in Karnataka as he had campaigned to revive lakes in Bengaluru. 

38. Author And Art Curator Alka Raghuvanshi Passes Away: Author And Art Curator Alka Raghuvanshi passed away. She 

was India’s first trained art curator, having trained at the Goldsmiths College, London and the Museum of Modern Art in 

Oxford. She has curated and designed over 25 major exhibitions many of which travelled to other parts of the country and 

the world. 

15. Sports Current Affairs – May 2021 

1. Lewis Hamilton wins Portuguese Grand Prix: Lewis Hamilton overtook title rival Max Verstappen and Mercedes team-

mate Valtteri Bottas to win the Portuguese Grand Prix. Verstappen finished second, while Bottas, who started from pole, 

came in a disappointing third place. Sergio Perez took the flag in fourth, with Lando Norris fifth for McLaren. The reigning 

Formula One champion dropped to third in the opening laps but made two impressive moves in nine race-winning laps to 

claim his second victory of the season. 

2. Sri Lankan all-rounder Thisara Perera Announces Retirement: Sri Lankan all-rounder and former captain, Thisara 

Perera has announced his retirement from international cricket, ending his international career which spanned nearly 12 

years. Perera played six Tests, 166 ODIs (2338 runs, 175 wickets), and 84 T20Is (1204 runs, 51 wickets) for Sri Lanka, after 

making his debut in December 2009. The 32-year-old would continue to play domestic and franchise cricket. 

3. Sindhu, Michelle Li appointed ambassadors for IOC’s ‘Believe in Sport’ campaign: The Badminton World Federation 

announced that India shuttler PV Sindhu and Canada’s Michelle Li have been nominated as athlete ambassadors for the 

International Olympic Committee’s (IOC) ‘Believe in Sport’ campaign aimed at preventing competition manipulation.  

Sindhu and Li will be working alongside other athlete ambassadors from around the world to raise awareness on the topic 
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of competition manipulation amongst athletes and encourage. The pair have been global ambassadors for BWF’s ‘i am 

badminton’ campaign since April 2020. The IOC’s ‘Believe in Sport’ campaign was launched in 2018 to raise awareness 

among athletes, coaches and officials of the threat of competition manipulation. 

4. Mark Selby becomes World Snooker Champion: In Snooker, English professional player Mark Selby has become the 

World Snooker Champion for the fourth time. He won the Championship title after defeating fellow mate Shaun Murphy 

by 18-15 victory at a professional snooker tournament, that took place from 17 April to 3 May 2021 at the Crucible 

Theatre in Sheffield, England. Prior to this, Selby won the Championship title in 2014, 2016, 2017 and 2021. 

5. Nuwan Zoysa banned for 6 years for breaching ICC’s anti-corruption code: Former Sri Lanka player and coach, Nuwan 

Zoysa has been banned from all cricket for six years after an ICC Anti-Corruption Tribunal found him guilty of breaching the 

ICC anti-corruption code. The ban for Zoysa is backdated to 31 October 2018, when he was provisionally suspended. Zoysa 

guilty of “being party to an agreement or effort to fix or contrive or otherwise influence improperly the result, progress, 

conduct or another aspect (s) of an International Match.” The other charge is about “directly or indirectly soliciting, 

inducing, enticing, instructing, persuading, encouraging or intentionally facilitating any Participant to breach Code Article 

2.1.” 

6. AICF launches Checkmate Covid Initiative: The All India Chess Federation has launched the ‘Checkmate Covid Initiative’ 

to help the chess community affected by the pandemic. The initiative was launched at an online event in the presence of 

FIDE (World Chess Federation) president Arkady Dvorkovich, five-time world champion Viswanathan Anand, World Rapid 

Chess Champion Koneru Humpy, AICF president Sanjay Kapoor and secretary Bharat Singh Chauhan. 

7. Lewis Hamilton clinches his fifth successive Spanish Grand Prix: Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes-Great Britain) won the 2021 

Spanish Grand Prix, held on 09 May 2021. This win is the fifth successive Spanish Grand Prix title of Lewis Hamilton and the 

third win of this season. Max Verstappen (Red Bull Racing-Netherlands) came second followed by Valtteri Bottas 

(Mercedes-Finland) at third position. The race was the fourth round of the 2021 Formula One World Championship. 

8. Aryna Sabalenka wins her Maiden Madrid Open Women’s singles title: In tennis, the world number seven, Aryna 

Sabalenka of Belarus, defeated world number one Ashleigh Barty of Australia to win the 2021 Madrid Open women’s 

singles title. This Sabalenka’s 10th career WTA singles title, second WTA title of the season and first on clay court. Madrid  

Open is a professional WTA tennis tournament played on outdoor clay courts. Sabalenka beat Australian player Barty with 

6-0, 3-6, 6-4. In the women’s doubles final, Barbora Krejcikova and Katerina Siniakova, from the Czech Republic, defeated 

Gabriela Dabrowski of Canada and Demi Schuurs of France 6-4, 6-3. 

9. Alexander Zverev beats Matteo Berrettini to win his 2nd Madrid title: Pakistani skipper Babar Azam has been named 

the ICC Men’s Player of the Month for April 2021 for his consistent and stellar performances across all formats in the 

recently concluded series against South Africa. The ICC Player of the Month Awards recognise and celebrate the best 

performances from both male and female cricketers across all forms of international cricket throughout the year. Along 

with Babar, Australian women’s team wicketkeeper-batsman Alyssa Healy also bagged the ICC Women’s Player of The 

Month accolade for her incredible performances during the month of April. Healy’s consistency with the bat has played a 

significant role in Australia’s dominance. Healy has shown her class in all conditions and against all types of bowling in the 

recent series against New Zealand. 
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10. New Zealand wicketkeeper BJ Watling to retire after World Test Championship: New Zealand wicketkeeper-batsman 

BJ Watling has announced he would be retiring from international cricket after the three Tests, including the World Test 

Championship final against India, on their upcoming England tour. Watling has played 73 Tests, 28 ODIs and 5 T20Is for the 

BlackCaps. Watling became just the 9th wicketkeeper to hit a double hundred and the first to hit a double against England 

when he did so in Bay Oval in 2019. Watling has been involved in two 350-plus stands, one with Brendon McCullum in 

2014 against India and the other with Kane Williamson the following year. 

11. Manchester City crowned 2020-21 Premier League champions: Manchester City has crowned Premier League 

champions for the third time in four seasons after Manchester United crashed to a 2-1 defeat against Leicester. United 

started the century dominating English football, now City is the force with five titles in 10 seasons and the biggest 

spenders on transfers and salaries. City has now won three Premier League titles and eight major trophies under 

Guardiola, who last year signed a new two-year contract to remain at the club until 2023. 

12. Rafael Nadal wins 10th Italian Open title: Rafael Nadal beat world number one Novak Djokovic to win a 10th Italian 

Open title. Second seed Nadal won through 7-5, 1-6, 6-3 in 2hr 49min against the defending champion in the 57th career 

showdown between the pair. The victory also earned Nadal a 36th ATP Masters 1000 crown, equalling Djokovic’s record 

since the series was established in 1990. In the women’s category, Polish teenager Iga Swiatek crushed Czech ninth seed 

Karolina Pliskova 6-0, 6-0 to win the Italian Open title. Swiatek, ranked 15, claimed her third WTA title. 

13. India’s Tejaswini Shankar Wins Consecutive High Jump Titles In USA: Representing Kansas State University, India’s 

Tejaswini Shankar won back-to-back men’s high jump titles in the Big 12 Outdoor Track and Field Championships in 

Manhattan, USA. He is the third Indian to compete in the highly competitive USA circuit, the breeding ground for many US 

track and field Olympians. Shankar had also won the men’s high jump title in the 2019 edition of the Big 12 Outdoor Track 

and Field Championships while the 2020 edition was cancelled due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 

14. Arjan Bhullar becomes first Indian-origin fighter to win MMA title: Arjan Bhullar became the first Indian-origin fighter 

to win a world title in a top-level MMA promotion when he beat Brandon Vera to become the heavyweight world 

champion at the Singapore-based One Championship. By defeating Vera, Bhullar ended the Filipino-American’s five-year 

championship-winning run. Bhullar had won the commonwealth games gold medals in 2010 and 2012. He became the first 

Indian-origin freestyle wrestler to represent Canada at the Olympics. 

15. Asia Cup 2021 postponed indefinitely due to COVID-19: The Asia Cup T20 tournament, which was scheduled to be 

held in June in Sri Lanka, has been postponed indefinitely due to the Covid-19 pandemic. The tournament which was 

originally scheduled to be held in September 2020 in Sri Lanka was moved to June 2021 due to COVID-19. With all the 

teams planning for their Future Tour Programs (FTPs) for the next two years, the tournament is likely to happen only after 

the 2023 ICC 50-over World Cup. A formal statement from the Asian Cricket Council is, however, yet to come. Initially, 

Pakistan was supposed to host it. However, due to tensions between India and Pakistan, the tournament was moved to 

the island nation. 

16. Barcelona Women beat Chelsea Women to win Women’s Champions League trophy:  Barcelona Women beat 

Chelsea Women to win the Women’s Champions League trophy. Chelsea conceded four goals in the first 36 minutes as 

Barcelona blew them away to win their first Women’s Champions League in Gothenburg. Barcelona is the first Spanish side 
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to win the Women’s Champions League. Barcelona becomes the first club to win both the men’s and women’s Champions 

League, and this was the biggest ever winning margin in a women’s final. 

17. FIFA U-17 women’s World Cup to be held in India in October 2022: The U-17 women’s World Cup will be held in India 

from October 11 to 30 next year, Fifa Council said on 21st May. India was earlier scheduled to host the 2020 U-17 World 

Cup but it was postponed to 2021 before being cancelled due to the Covid-19 pandemic. The FIFA Council approved key 

dates for the international match calendars, including the dates of the 2022 U-17 World Cup in India. 

The Council also approved dates for the FIFA U-17 Women’s World Cup India 2022 (11-30 October 2022), FIFA U-20 

Women’s World Cup Costa Rica 2022 (10-28 August 2022), as well as a 14-team playoff for the FIFA Arab Cup 2021, taking 

place between 19 and 25 June this year and Women’s World Cup Australia and New Zealand 2023 from July 20 to August 

20, 2023. 

18. Atletico Madrid clinch La Liga title: Atletico Madrid pipped city rivals Real Madrid to the La Liga title on 22nd May Luis 

Suarez fired them to a 2-1 comeback win at Real Valladolid. Atletico finished top of the standings on 86 points while Real, 

who snatched a late 2-1 win over Villarreal, came second on 84. Valladolid finished 19th and was relegated to Spain’s 

second division. 

19. Red Bull’s Max Verstappen wins Monaco Grand Prix 2021: Red Bull’s Max Verstappen has won the Monaco Grand 

Prix for the first time to take the Formula One championship lead from Lewis Hamilton. Ferrari’s Carlos Sainz Jr. finished 

second, while McLaren, L. Norris came in a disappointing third place. Verstappen’s second win this season and 12th of his 

career moved the Red Bull driver four points ahead of Hamilton overall. The seven-time world champion finished seventh 

on a bad day for the usually ultra-reliable Mercedes team. 

20. Casper Ruud wins Men’s Singles title at Geneva Open tennis: Norway’s Casper Ruud has won the ATP Geneva Open 

final with a 7-6 (8/6), 6-4 victory over Denis Shapovalov. Victory in Geneva means the Norwegian world number 21 is going 

to be among the top 16 seeds in Paris. A second career title lifted Ruud’s record to 2-2 in finals, all at clay-court events. 

The 22-year-old Norwegian’s previous title was at Buenos Aires last year. 

21. Phil Mickelson wins 2021 PGA Championship: American professional golfer, Phil Mickelson has created history by 

winning the 2021 PGA Championship, at the age of 50. With this victory, Mickelson became the oldest player to win a 

major title in the history of the PGA Tour. This is his sixth major title. Mickelson has now broken the record of being the 

oldest major championship winner in history at the age of 50 years, 11 months, and 7 days. This record was previously 

held by American Julius Boros when he captured the 1968 PGA Championship at age 48, 4 months and 18 days. 

22. Ashok Kumar, the only Indian referee to officiate in wrestling in Tokyo Olympics: Ashok Kumar will be the only 

referee from the country to officiate in wrestling matches of the Tokyo Olympic Games. He was named in the list of 

officials released by the United World Wrestling (UWW). Ashok, who will officiate in his second consecutive Olympics. He 

is a UWW referees’ educator as well. 

23. Mary Kom Settles with Silver Medal at 2021 Asian Boxing Championships: Indian pugilist Mary Kom, lost to two-time 

world champion Nazym Kyzaibay of Kazakhstan, to settle for silver medal at the 2021 ASBC Asian Boxing Championships in 

Dubai. The five-time Asian Championships gold medallist Mary Kom was competing in a high-octane 51kg final. This is the 

second silver for Mary Kom at the Asian Championships who has previously won silver in 2008. Apart from this, she won 
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world championship titles on five occasions including 2003, 2005, 2010, 2012, and 2017. Meanwhile, Pooja Rani won the 

gold medal in the 75kg Women’s Middle category final at the Asian Boxing Championships. She defeated Mavluda 

Movlonova in the gold medal clash. 

24. Chelsea wins 2020-21 UEFA Champions League Final: Chelsea defeated Manchester City 1–0 in the final, to lift the 

2020-21 UEFA Champions League title, on May 29, 2021, played at the Estádio do Dragão in Porto, Portugal. German 

forward Kai Havertz scored the only goal of the football match. This is the second Champions League title for Chelsea, after 

winning the first won in 2012. 

25. IPL 2021 to resume in the UAE in September-October: The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) has confirmed 

that the IPL 2021 Phase 2 will be held in the UAE during the September-October window. In a Special General Meeting 

chaired by BCCI president Sourav Ganguly, the Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) confirmed to the State units that 

the tournament will have to be shifted out of India on account of ‘monsoon.’ 

16. Govt Schemes And Committees Current Affairs – 

May 2021 
1. IFSCA constitutes an expert committee on Investment Funds: The International Financial Services Centres Authority 

(IFSCA) has constituted an expert committee on Investment Funds. The Committee has been formed under the 

Chairmanship of Nilesh Shah, Managing Director of Kotak Mahindra Asset Management Co. Ltd. It will holistically review 

the global best practices and make recommendations to IFSCA on the roadmap for the fund’s industry in the International 

Financial Service Centres (IFSCs). The other members of the Committee comprises of leaders from the entire Fund 

Management ecosystem including from areas such as technology, distribution, legal, compliance, and operations. 

The International Financial Services Centres Authority (IFSCA) is based in GIFT City, Gandhinagar in Gujarat. It is a unified 

regulator to develop and regulate financial products, financial services and financial institutions in the International 

Financial Service Centres (IFSCs) in India. 

2. CBSE launches Young Warrior movement to combat Covid-19: CBSE launched a nationwide Young Warrior movement 

to engage 5 million young people to fight against Covid-19. This movement is expected to impact 50 million people. The 

Board has launched the movement together with the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, Ministry of Health and Family 

Welfare, YuWaah-UNICEF, and a multi-stakeholder consortium of over 950 partners. 

 Students and teachers between the ages of 10 and 30 years can join this movement to safeguard themselves, 

their families, their communities, and the country!. 

 The movement will comprise a series of easy and real-life tasks with the Young Warriors earning a UNICEF 

certificate for their participation and completion of tasks. 

 The tasks include promoting access to verified health and essential services, vaccine registration, Covid 

appropriate behaviours, myth-busting etc. 
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 These tasks will be hosted in 10 regional languages to protect themselves, their families and their neighbourhood 

against Covid-19. 

18. Science & Technology Current Affairs – May 2021 

1. SpaceX to launch ‘DOGE-1 Mission to the Moon’: Elon Musk-owned SpaceX is set to launch the “DOGE-1 Mission to the 

Moon”, the first-ever commercial lunar payload, paid entirely in the cryptocurrency Dogecoin. The satellite is scheduled to 

be launched in the first quarter of 2022 onboard the Falcon 9 rocket. The dogecoin-funded mission is led by the Canadian 

company Geometric Energy Corporation (GEC). 

 SpaceX will carry a 40-kilogram cube satellite dubbed as DOGE-1, as rideshare on a Falcon 9 rocket. 

 The payload will obtain lunar-spatial intelligence from sensors and cameras on board with integrated 

communications and computational systems. 

 This launch will make DOGE the first crypto in space as well as the first meme in space. 

2. ISRO develops 3 cost-effective ventilators, oxygen concentrator: The Indian Space Research Organisation’s Vikram 

Sarabhai Space Centre (VSSC), has developed three different types of ventilators and an oxygen concentrator at a time 

when a shortage of this critical medical equipment resulted in the deaths of many Covid-19 patients across the country. 

Based on designs, features and specifications, we have named them, Prana, VaU and Svasta. All three are user-friendly, 

fully automated and with touch-screen specifications, meeting all safety standards. 

Technology transfer will be done for the commercial production of these three ventilators and the one oxygen 

concentrator by this month itself. Likely to be priced around ₹1 lakh, the ventilators developed by the ISRO were cost-

effective and easy to handle compared to the mini conventional ventilators that are currently priced around ₹5 lakh. 

 Prana is meant to deliver respiratory gas to the patient by automated compression of an Ambu bag, Svasta is 

designed to work without electric power, and the VaU is a low-cost ventilator equivalent to commercially available 

high-end ventilators. 

 The VSSC has also developed a portable medical oxygen concentrator called Shwaas.  It is capable of supplying 10 

litres of enriched oxygen per minute, adequate for two patients at a time. 

 It enhances the oxygen gas content by selectively separating the nitrogen gas from ambient air through Pressure 

Swing Adsorption (PSA) which is commonly used for the production of oxygen from the air. 

3. IIT Ropar developed portable eco-friendly mobile cremation system: IIT Ropar has developed a portable eco-friendly 

electric cremation system. It is one of its kind of technology that produces no smoke despite using wood for cremation. It 

is based on wick-stove technology. The cart has been developed in collaboration with the company Cheema Boilers 

Limited. The cart-shaped mobile cremation system has stainless steel insulation on both sides of the cart for reducing heat 

loss and wood consumption. It takes less time to dispose of the body entirely as compared to normal wood-based 

cremation. It uses half wood than normal wood-based cremation, so it is an eco-friendly technology. 
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4. Iran Develops Its Most Powerful Supercomputer “Simorgh”: Iran has unveiled a new supercomputer named ‘Simorgh’, 

which is 100 times more powerful than the previous supercomputer of the country to date. The supercomputer has been 

developed indigenously by Tehran’s Amirkabir University of Technology (AUT). It has been named after a mythical 

Phoenix-like bird ‘Simurgh’. 

 Currently, Simorgh has a performance capacity of 0.56 petaflops, 

 However, the country claims this capacity to reach one petaflop in two months. 

 The supercomputer will be used for artificial intelligence workloads, traffic and weather data, and image 

processing. 

5. Reliance Jio joins global consortium to build undersea cable network: Telecom operator Reliance Jio is constructing the 

largest international submarine cable system centred on India with global partners and submarine cable supplier Subcom 

to cater to increased data demand. The two submarine cable systems which the company plans to deploy will connect 

India with Asia Pacific markets (Singapore, Thailand & Malaysia) and others with Italy & Africa. 

 Submarine cable networks connect several nations for the flow of internet & telecom services. This high capacity 

and high-speed systems will provide more than 200 Tbps (terabits per second) of capacity spanning over 16,000 

kilometres. 

 The IAX system that will connect India from Mumbai and Chennai to Thailand, Malaysia, and is expected to be 

ready for service by mid-2023 and the IEX system that will extend India’s connectivity to Italy, landing in Savona 

and additional landings in the Middle East and North Africa is expected to be ready for service in early 2024. 

6. Google floats News Showcase in India with top publishers: Google has announced the launch of its global licensing 

programme News Showcase in India. Google has sealed agreements with 30 Indian publishers to offer access to some of 

their content. Amid mounting pressure from the global media fraternity asking for a fair price and advertising share from 

technology platforms. In February, the Indian Newspaper Society (INS) had also asked search engine Google to 

compensate newspapers for the use of content published by them and sought a larger share of its advertising revenue. 

The content from these publishers will begin to appear in dedicated News Showcase story panels in Google News and on 

Discover pages in English and Hindi. The support for more local languages will be added in the future. It will also pay 

participating news organizations to give readers access to a limited amount of paywalled content. 

Showcase pays news publishers for their content online and also allows partnering publishers to provide limited access to 

pay-walled stories for users. Showcase, which is live in more than 12 countries working with over 700 publishers, is a part 

of Google’s $1 billion investment towards supporting quality journalism. 

7. Microsoft to retire iconic Internet Explorer on 15 June 2022: Tech-giant Microsoft has decided to retire its iconic 

Internet Explorer (IE) browser, with effect from 15 June 2022, after more than 25 years of its launch. The Internet Explorer 

(IE) browser was launched in 1995. Microsoft recommends its users shift to Microsoft Edge (2015) before June 15, 2022, 

for a faster, more secure and more modern browsing experience. Microsoft Edge has in-built Internet Explorer mode (IE 

mode), so users can access legacy Internet Explorer-based websites and applications straight from Microsoft Edge. 

 Internet Explorer was once the most widely used web browser, with 95 per cent usage share by 2003. 
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 However, its usage share declined since the launch of Firefox (2004) and Google Chrome (2008), as well as the 

growing popularity of mobile operating systems such as Android and iOS that do not support Internet Explorer. 

 Internet Explorer 11 (IE11) is the eleventh and final version of the Internet Explorer web browser officially released 

on October 17, 2013. 

8. NASA to send its first mobile robot to search for water on the moon: The United States National Aeronautics and 

Space Administration is planning to search for water and other resources on the moon in 2023. The US agency, as part of 

its Artemis program, is planning to send its first mobile robot to the Moon in late 2023 in search of ice and other resources 

on and below the lunar surface. The Volatiles Investigating Polar Exploration Rover, or VIPER will collect data that would 

help NASA map resources at the lunar South Pole that could one day be harvested for long-term human exploration at the 

Moon. 

 The data received from VIPER has the potential to aid our scientists in determining precise locations and 

concentrations of ice on the Moon and will help us evaluate the environment and potential resources at the lunar 

south pole in preparation for Artemis astronauts. 

 VIPER runs on solar power. It will be required to quickly manoeuvre around the extreme swings in light and dark 

at the lunar South Pole. 

 NASA has awarded a task order to Astrobotic for VIPER’s launch, transit and delivery to the lunar surface as part of 

the agency’s Commercial Lunar Payload Services (CLPS) initiative. 

9. NASA Partners ISRO to develop Earth System Observatory: The US space agency, National Aeronautics and Space 

Administration (NASA) is developing a new system called the Earth System Observatory, to mitigate efforts related to 

climate change and disaster mitigation. NASA has also partnered with the Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) 

which will provide NASA-ISRO Synthetic Aperture Radar (NISAR). NISAR will carry two radar systems to measure changes in 

the Earth’s surface, during one of the observatory’s first missions intended as a pathfinder. 

 The Earth System Observatory will be a set of missions designed to study “designated observables” such 

as aerosols, clouds and weather, water supply, and the Earth’s surface and ecosystems, for an unprecedented 

understanding of the critical interactions between Earth’s atmosphere, land, ocean, and ice processes, which 

determines how the changing climate will play out at regional and local levels, on near and long-term time scales. 

 Each new satellite under Earth System Observatory will be uniquely designed to create a 3D, holistic view of 

Earth, from bedrock to atmosphere, providing a new architecture to advanced space-borne Earth observation 

systems. 

10. IIT Ropar develops unique detector ‘FakeBuster’: Researchers at the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Ropar and 

Monash University, Australia have developed a detector named ‘FakeBuster’ to identify imposters attending a virtual 

conference without anybody’s knowledge. It can also find out faces manipulated on social media to defame or make a joke 

of someone. 

 The ‘FakeBuster’ is a deep learning-based solution that helps detect if a video is manipulated or spoofed during 

a video-conference meeting. 
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 It has been tested for its effectiveness on popular web conferencing applications – Skype and Zoom and also 

detecting deepfakes where faces are manipulated on social media to spread misinformation or defame persons. 

 ‘FakeBuster’ can function online and offline. It uses a 3D convolutional neural network for predicting video 

segment-wise fakeness scores. 

 ‘Deepfake’ has been extensively trained on datasets such as Deeperforensics, DFDC, VoxCeleb, and deepfake 

videos created using locally captured (for video conferencing scenarios) images. 

 Deepfake a form of artificial intelligence which seamlessly stitches anyone in the world into a video or photo they 

never actually participated in. 

19. Miscellaneous Current Affairs – May 2021 

1. Vaishali Hiwase becomes 1st woman to be appointed officer commanding in BRO: Vaishali S Hiwase became the first 

woman officer to be appointed as officer commanding in the Border Roads Organisation (BRO) where she will be 

responsible for providing connectivity through an Indo-China border road. Vaishali is from Wardha, Maharashtra, and has 

completed a successful demanding tenure in Kargil. In a first, the Border Roads Organisation (BRO) has appointed a 

woman officer to command a Road Construction Company (RCC) tasked to provide connectivity in a high-altitude area 

along the India-China border. 

2. Anand Mahindra launches Project ‘Oxygen on Wheels’: The Mahindra Group Chairman, Anand Mahindra has rolled out 

a project titled ‘Oxygen on Wheels’ to ease the transportation of oxygen from producing plants to hospitals and homes, 

following acute oxygen shortage amid a severe second wave of coronavirus. The ‘Oxygen on Wheels’ initiative will bridge 

the gap between oxygen production and its transportation in India, especially in Maharashtra. 

 Mahindra has lined up around 70 Bolero pickup trucks to connect oxygen producers with hospitals and homes, to 

deliver oxygen cylinders. 

 The project is being implemented through Mahindra Logistics. 

 Apart from this, an operations control centre has been established and the storage location is replenished from 

the local refilling plant. A direct-to-consumer model is also being conceived. 

3. Wipro overtakes HCL Tech to become third most-valued Indian IT firm: Wipro regained its position as the 3rd largest 

Indian IT services company by market capitalization of ₹ 2.65 trillion by suppressing HCL Technologies’ ₹ 2.62 trillion 

market cap. TCS remains at the top of the list with a market cap of ₹ 11.51 trillion followed by Infosys. Wipro has also 

announced its commitment to achieving net-zero greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by 2040, in line with the objective of 

the Paris Agreement to cap temperature rise to 1.5 degree Celsius. The country’s third-largest largest software services 

company has set an intermediate target of 55 per cent reduction in GHG emissions by 2030 in absolute emission levels 

compared to its base year of 2016-17 (April-March). 

4. World’s largest aeroplane by Stratolaunch completes test flight: The world’s largest aeroplane, designed to transport 

hypersonic vehicles and facilitate easy access to space, soared into clear skies over California’s Mojave Desert. The 
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company Stratolaunch designed it to transport hypersonic vehicles and facilitate easy access to space. The aircraft named 

‘Roc’ features a twin-fuselage design and the longest wingspan ever flown, at 385 feet (117 m), surpassing the Hughes H-4 

Hercules flying boat of 321 feet (98 m). The Stratolaunch is intended to carry a 550,000-pound payload and will be able to 

launch rockets from high altitude. 

5. The World’s Longest Pedestrian Bridge Opens in Portugal: The world’s longest pedestrian suspension bridge named 

“Arouca” was opened in Portugal, according to a press release by UNESCO’s Arouca World Geopark. The Arouca Bridge 

offers a half-kilometre (almost 1,700-foot) walk across its span, along a metal walkway suspended from cables. Some 175 

meters (574 feet) below, the Paiva River flows through a waterfall. The bridge hangs on steel cables strung between V-

shaped concrete towers and connects the banks of the Paiva River. The record-breaking bridge took several years to build 

and was designed by Portuguese studio Itecons. It was constructed by Conduril and cost about $2.8 million (2.3 million 

euros). 

6. Arzan Nagwaswalla: 1st Parsi on Indian cricket team since 1975: Arzan Nagwaswalla, a 23-year-old left-arm seamer 

from Gujarat, has been picked as a reserve player in the Indian Test squad named for the World Test Championship final 

against New Zealand in Southampton. Arzan Rohinton Nagwaswalla, hailing from a Parsi community in a village near the 

Maharashtra border, is the first Parsi cricketer to break into the national team since 1975 and the only active Parsi 

cricketer. Farokh Engineer played his final Test for India in 1975, while Diana Edulji’s last game in the women’s team came 

in July 1993. The youngest member of a Parsi community from the village of Nargol, Nagwaswalla is the first Parsi cricketer 

to break into the Indian men’s team since 1975. 

7. Paytm unveiled COVID-19 vaccine finder tool: Fintech major Paytm launched ‘COVID-19 Vaccine Finder’,  a platform to 

help citizens check the availability of vaccination slots on its Mini App store. The platform will help citizens to check the  

availability of vaccination slots for a specific date by individually entering different pin codes or district details along with 

age group (18+ or 45+). In case the slots are saturated for the near future, users can select the option for real-time alerts 

from Paytm once any slot is free. The automated process reduces the hassle and ordeal of refreshing the platform for new 

slots repeatedly. The data is sourced on a real-time basis from the CoWIN API where a slot can be booked to take the 

vaccination. The new feature will help users find COVID vaccine slots in their locality and set for alerts when new slots 

open up. 

8. Mayflower 400: World’s First Unmanned Vessel To Navigate Across Atlantic: World’s First Unmanned Vessel named 

“Mayflower 400” is set to Navigate Across the Atlantic. It has been built by the marine research organization ProMare in 

collaboration with IBM. It will begin its transatlantic voyage on May 15, 2021, to track aquatic mammals, analyze plastic in 

the water, and study marine pollution. 

 Mayflower 400 is a completely autonomous ship. It is a 15-m-long trimaran that weighs 9 tons. It is powered by 

Artificial Intelligence and the Sun’s energy via solar panels. 

 ProMare invested $1 million along with global contributions in the form of technology from India, the United 

States, and Switzerland to build the ship. 
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 The ship, equipped with a smart captain, six high-tech cameras and radars, has been trained with audio data to 

avoid collisions, correct its course, detect marine animals, and gather information of the population of the aquatic 

animals. 

 The ship can also listen to whales with a self-activating hydrophone. 

 Currently, the ship is trained to handle 50 meters high waves. 

 Mayflower 400 autonomous ship provides an edge to the scientists in exploring the rough seas as the ship will be 

unmanned. 

9. Harley-Davidson launches all-electric motorcycle brand ‘LiveWire’: Harley-Davidson Inc. has launched an all-electric 

motorcycle brand “LiveWire,” the latest effort by the company to ramp up bets on the rapidly growing electric vehicle 

market. The company would create a separate electric vehicle-focused division, as it aims to attract the next generation of 

younger and more environmentally conscious riders. Named after Harley’s first electric motorbike, which was unveiled in 

2019, the “LiveWire” division is slated to launch its first branded motorcycle in July. 

10. Airline Company GoAir Rebrands itself as ‘Go First’: Wadia Group-owned, GoAir has rebranded itself as ‘Go First’, with 

the new motto “You Come First”. The decision to rebrand after 15 years is part of the company’s attempt to operate the 

carrier in an ULCC (ultra-low-cost carrier) airline model, to tide over the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. Go First will 

operate narrow-body aircraft across its fleet, comprising Airbus A320 and A320 Neos (new engine option) planes under 

ULCC plans. This will not only ensure the safety, comfort and time-saving for the passengers but also help them to 

experience the benefits of the next-gen fleet, at ultra-low-cost fares, so that their travel plans are never hampered. 

11. Cyclone Taukate hits many states: Cyclone Taukate has obtained its maximum intensity in the wee hours of Sunday 

and has now become a Very Severe Cyclonic Storm (wind speed of 118 to 166 km/hr). The latest cyclone alert issued by 

the India Meteorological Department (IMD) has said that this storm would reach close to Gujarat coast, Maharashtra, Goa. 

Light to moderate intensity rainfall is expected to continue over coastal Karnataka and Kerala till Monday. 

12. IDRBT building National Digital Financial Infrastructure (NADI): The Institute for Development and Research in 

Banking Technology (IDRBT) is building a next-generation Digital Financial Infrastructure named National Digital Financial 

Infrastructure (NADI). NADI would provide a roadmap and framework for future digital financial services growth in India. 

 NADI will consist of modern network infrastructure which includes 5G/Edge Cloud with SDNs (software-defined 

networking) for connecting to the critical data centre infrastructure at the back-end. 

 IDRBT is an arm of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI). 

 It will also have the middleware infrastructure for supporting both digital identity verification, digital identity 

assessment and digital asset management with the support of efficient digital ledger technologies and AI/ML 

technologies.” 

13. National Gallery of Modern Art launched Audio-Visual Guide App: On the occasion of International Museums Day 

2021, the National Gallery of Modern Art (NGMA) has launched the Audio-Visual Guide App. The app will enable museum 
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viewers to listen to anecdotes and stories related to the Indian modern art exhibited at the Gallery. It has been launched 

to provide a better way of viewing the museum to visitors. International Museums Day is observed every year on 18 May. 

National Gallery of Modern Art: 

 It was founded in 1954. 

 It is the premier art gallery under the Ministry of Culture. 

 It has a collection of art of more than 2000 artists. 
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Current Affairs Quest (CAQ) May 2021 – 

Daily Questions & Answers 

1st May 2021 Quiz
1. Which bank has launched the digital and 
contactless banking platform ‘Merchant Stack’ 
for retail merchants? 
A. Kotak Mahindra Bank 
B. Axis Bank 
C. HDFC Bank 
D. ICICI Bank 
E. Yes Bank 
 
Correct Answer: D. ICICI Bank 
Explanation: The ICICI Bank has announced the 
launch of a digital and contactless banking 
platform, especially for retail merchants. The 
service, called ‘Merchant Stack’, is targeted at 
the over 2 crore retail merchants in the country, 
covering grocers, supermarkets, large retail store 
chains, online businesses and large e-commerce 
firms. 
 
About the ‘Merchant Stack’ 
Retail merchants can avail the ‘Merchant Stack’ 
services on InstaBIZ, the mobile banking 
application of ICICI Bank for businesses.The wide 
range of banking, as well as value-added services, 
will enable merchants to meet their banking 
requirements seamlessly so that they can 
continue to serve their customers in the 
challenging times during the pandemic.The 
banking services under Merchant Stack will 
include zero-balance current account, instant 
credit facilities, ‘digital store management’ 
facility, loyalty programme, and value-added 
services like alliances with e-commerce and 
digital marketing platforms. 
 

2. North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 
has launched joint military exercises 
“DEFENDER-Europe 21” in ________. 
A. Bulgaria 
B. Albania 
C. Greece 
D. Serbia 
E. Macedonia 
 
Correct Answer – B. Albania 
Explanation: North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO) has launched joint military 
exercises “DEFENDER-Europe 21” in Albania with 
thousands of military forces from the United 
States and other countries in the first such large-
scale drills since World War II in the Western 
Balkans. Albania is playing a critical part in the 
DEFENDER-Europe 21 exercise with Joint Logistics 
Over-the-Shore operations taking place.North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) has launched 
joint military exercises “DEFENDER-Europe 
21” in Albania with thousands of military forces 
from the United States and other countries in the 
first such large-scale drills since World War II in 
the Western Balkans. Albania is playing a critical 
part in the DEFENDER-Europe 21 exercise with 
Joint Logistics Over-the-Shore operations taking 
place. 
 
3. Who among the following has been 
appointed as new Chairman of the Board of 
Bajaj Auto? 
A. Rohit Bajaj 
B. Vimal Bajaj 
C. Amit Bajaj 
D. Neeraj Bajaj 
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E. Shikhar Bajaj 
 

Correct Answer – D. Neeraj Bajaj 
Explanation: Bajaj Auto has announced the 

appointment of Neeraj Bajaj as its 

new Chairman of the Board with effect from May 

1, 2021. The automaker has also announced 

Rahul Bajaj as its Chairman Emeritus. This will be 

taken up at the ensuing annual general meeting 

for the approval of the shareholders. Rahul Bajaj, 

Non-executive Chairman of the Company, having 

been at the helm of the Company since 1972 and 

the Group for five decades, considering his age, 

has tendered his resignation as a non-executive 

director and Chairman of the Company with 

effect from close of business hours on 30 April 

2021. 

4. Which bank has emerged as the top arranger 
of corporate bond deals in 2020-21 (FY21)? 
A. Axis Bank 
B. ICICI Bank 
C. HDFC Bank 
D. Kotak Mahindra Bank 
E. Dena Bank 
 
Correct Answer – C. HDFC Bank 
Explanation: HDFC Bank has emerged as the top 
arranger of corporate bond deals in 2020-21 
(FY21). Axis Bank came in second, while ICICI 
Bank third. However, for the last quarter of FY21, 
i.e January- March 2021, Axis Bank was the top 
arranger of corporate bond deals while HDFC was 
second in the last quarter. Axis Bank managed 16 
deals worth Rs. 106.6 billion while HDFC Bank 
had 19 deals worth around Rs 70.4 billion. 
 

Important Points: 

 Headquarters of HDFC Bank: Mumbai, 
Maharashtra. 

 MD and CEO of HDFC Bank: Sashidhar 
Jagdishan(Succeeds Aditya Puri). 

 The tagline of HDFC Bank: We understand 
your world. 

 

5. The International Jazz Day is celebrated every 
year on which day? 
A. 29 April 
B. 28 April 
C. 30 April 
D. Last Friday of April 
E. Last Saturday of April 
 
Correct Answer – C. 30 April 
Explanation: The International Jazz Day is 
celebrated on 30 April every year to highlight the 
importance of jazz and its diplomatic role in 
uniting people in all corners of the globe. The 
2021 celebration marks the 10th Anniversary 
of International Jazz Day. The day was created on 
the idea of jazz pianist and UNESCO Goodwill 
Ambassador Herbie Hancock. 
 
What is Jazz? 
The musical form of Jazz was developed 
by African Americans. It was influenced by both 
European harmonic structure and African 
rhythms. It originated in the 19th and early 20th 
centuries. 
History of International Jazz DayThe United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO) proclaimed 30 April as 
International Jazz Day on November 2011. The 
day was designated to bring together 
communities, schools, artists, historians, 
academics, and jazz enthusiasts from across the 
world to celebrate and learn about the art of jazz 
and its impact. 
 
Important Points: 

 Director-General of UNESCO: Audrey 
Azoulay. 

 UNESCO formation: 4 November 1946. 

 UNESCO Headquarters: Paris, France. 
 
6. Which state government announced to 
appoint oxygen nurses to curb wastage of 
oxygen at hospitals? 
A. Uttar Pradesh 
B. Haryana 
C. Madhya Pradesh 
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D. Maharashtra 
E. Andhra Pradesh 
 
Correct Answer – D. Maharashtra 
Explanation:  Maharashtra Health Minister Dr. 
Rajesh Tope has said that the state needs to 
appoint oxygen Nurses to curb wastage of 
oxygen and to maintain data of oxygen storage at 
hospitals.The primary job of an oxygen nurse is 
to monitor the requirement of oxygen every 2-4 
hours round the clock, its use among patients 
and to ensure minimum wastage.Instruction has 
been issued to all government medical colleges 
and hospitals to set up a dedicated team of 
nurses.The agreement would provide a legal 
framework for sharing information and 
intelligence between the Customs authorities of 
the two countries.It would help in proper 
application of Customs laws, prevention and 
investigation of Customs offences and the 
facilitation of legitimate trade. 
 
7. Name the community service centre that has 
been set up to bring all data on board India’s 
first dedicated solar space mission to a single 
web-based interface? 
A. Pratham L1 
B. Bhashkar L1 
C. Urja L1 
D. Pariksha L1 
E. Aditya L1  
 
Correct Answer – E. Aditya L1 
Explanation:  A community service centre has 
been set up to bring all data on board India’s first 
dedicated solar space mission to a single web-
based interface. The service centre is called 
Aditya-L1 Support Cell.It is a joint effort of Indian 
Space Research Organisation and Aryabhatta 
Research Institute of Observational Sciences. It 
will allow every interested individual to perform 
scientific analysis of the data. 
It is slated to develop specific tools to assist guest 
observers and researchers to prepare observing 
proposals for Aditya-L1 observations.It will also 
assist ISRO with the design and development of 

analysis software for handling scientific data.The 
centre will also provide co-aligned data from 
other observatories around the world that can 
complement the data obtained from Aditya-L1. 
 
8. The 'International Labour Day' is observed 
annually on _______. 
A. 30th April 
B. 1st May 
C. 28th April 
D. 2nd May 
E. None of these 
 
Correct Answer – B. 1st May 
Explanation: The 'International Labour Day' takes 

place every year on 1st May. It is a celebration of 

laborers and the working classes, promoted by 

the international labour movement, anarchists, 

socialists, and communists. 

Note: The day marks the victory of workers' 

movement for eight hours of work. It also aims to 

pay tribute to workers sacrifices in achieving 

economic and social rights all over the world. 

9. Who has won the GM round robin Rujna 
Zora-3 2021 chess tournament which concluded 
in Serbia? 
A. Arjun Kalyan 
B. Raunak Sadhwani 
C. Prithu Gupta 
D. Girish Koushik 
E. Swayams Mishra 
 

Correct Answer – A. Arjun Kalyan 
Explanation:   Arjun Kalyan, who recently became 

a Grandmaster, won the GM round robin Rujna 

Zora-3 2021 chess tournament which concluded 

in Serbia.The 18-year-old Kalyan is a B. Com. 

student at the SRM College (Vadapalani) in 

Chennai.He is coached by IM Saravanan and 

Ukrainian GM Aleksandr Goloshchapov. 
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10. Which country has launched NEO-01, robot 
prototype capable of catching space debris with 
net? 
A. USA 
B. India 
C. Japan 
D. China 
E. Russia 
 
Correct Answer – D. China 
Explanation: A Chinese space mining start-up 

launched into low Earth orbit a robot prototype 

that can scoop up debris left behind by other 

spacecraft with a big net.The NEO-01, which will 

also peer into deep space to observe small 

celestial bodies, was launched on the 

government's Long March 6 rocket along with a 

handful of satellites, state-run Xinhua news 

agency reported.The 30kg robot developed by 

Shenzhen-based Origin Space will pave the way 

for future technologies capable of mining on 

asteroids, according to the company. 

11. SBI has cut home loan interest rates and is 
now offering exclusive interest rates on home 
loans starting from how much per cent 
onwards? 
A. 3.40 
B. 4.50 
C. 5.60 
D. 6.70 
E. 7.80 
 
Correct Answer: D. 6.70 
Explanation: SBI has cut home loan interest 
rates and is now offering exclusive interest rates 
on home loans starting from 6.70% onwards.The 
women borrower will get a special 5 bps 
concession.SBI home loan interest rates start 
from 6.70% for loans up to Rs. 30 lakh and 6.95% 
for loans above Rs. 30 lakh and up to 75 lakh. The 
big-ticket loans above Rs. 75 lakh would get 
home loans at 7.05%. 

SBI: 

 Founded - 1 July 1955. 

 Chairperson - Dinesh Kumar Khara. 

 Headquarters - Mumbai. 

12. The sale of electric cars rose by how much 
per cent in the first quarter of 2021? 
A. 120 
B. 140 
C. 160 
D. 180 
E. 200 
 
Correct Answer – B. 140 
Explanation: The sale of electric cars rose 
by 140% in the first quarter of 2021, 
breaking 2020’s record of 41 per cent surge on 
EV registrations despite pandemic hitting the 
economies badly.In 2020, consumer spending on 
EVs touched 120 billion dollars while car 
registrations rose by 41 percent.In 2020 the 
global average Battery Electric Vehicle (BEV) 
price was around 40,000 dollars. 

 

13. The political turmoil in which country 
combined with the impact of the pandemic 
could result in almost half of the nearly 50 
million population in the country living into 
poverty by early 2022? 
A. Bhutan 
B. Myanmar 
C. Bangladesh 
D. Laos 
E. Thailand 
 

Correct Answer – B. Myanmar 
Explanation: The political turmoil in Myanmar 
combined with the impact of the pandemic could 
result in almost half of the nearly 50 million 
population in the country living into poverty by 
early 2022.According to a report of the UN 
Development Programme (UNDP), close to 48.2 
per cent of the population will live in poverty.The 
World Bank has projected a 10% contraction in 
the Myanmar economy in 2021. 

Myanmar: 
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 Capital - Naypyitaw. 

 Currency - Burmese Kyat. 

 President - Win Myint. 

 National Sport - Chinlone. 

14. US aerospace major Boeing, in April 2021, 
announced an emergency assistance package of 
how many million dollars for India to support 
the country's response to the current surge in 
COVID-19 cases? 
A. 5 
B. 8 
C. 10 
D. 12 
E. 15 
 
Correct Answer – C. 10 
Explanation:  US aerospace major Boeing on 30 
April 2021 announced a USD 10 
million emergency assistance package for India to 
support the country's response to the current 
surge in COVID-19 cases.This assistance will be 
directed to organisations providing relief, 
including medical supplies and emergency 
healthcare for communities and families battling 
the virus. 

USA: 

 Capital - Washington, D.C. 

 Currency - US Dollar. 

 President- Joe Biden. 

15. In April 2021, which of the following has 
now begun to export COVID-19 vaccine shots 
made in its US facilities? 
A. Cipla 
B. Cadila Healthcare 
C. Pfizer 
D. Biocon 
E. Ipca Laboratories 

Correct Answer: C. Pfizer 
Explanation: Pfizer has now begun to 
export COVID-19 vaccine shots made in its US 
facilities.Earlier it was only exporting vaccine 
shots made in its Belgium production plant.The 
development comes after the restriction 
imposed by the former US President expired 
on 31 March 2021.Pfizer has become the largest 
supplier of the COVID-19 vaccine to Mexico after 
shipping over 10 million doses.

 

2nd & 3rd May 2021 Quiz
1. Which of the following district administration 
recently rolled out the ‘Oxygen on wheels’ to 
tackle the oxygen crisis? 
A. Garhwal, Uttarakhand 
B. Bilaspur, Himachal Pradesh 
C. Poonch, Jammu, and Kashmir 
D. Leh, Ladakh 
E. Karnal, Haryana 
 
Correct Answer: E. Karnal, Haryana 
Explanation: The Mahindra Group 

Chairman, Anand Mahindra has rolled out a 

project titled ‘Oxygen on Wheels’ to ease the 

transportation of oxygen from producing plants 

to hospitals and homes, following acute oxygen 

shortage amid a severe second wave of 

coronavirus. The ‘Oxygen on Wheels’ initiative 

will bridge the gap between oxygen production 

and its transportation in India, especially in 

Maharashtra. 

Under the initiative: 

 Mahindra has lined up around 70 Bolero 

pickup trucks to connect oxygen 

producers with hospitals and homes, to 

deliver oxygen cylinders. 

 The project is being implemented 

through Mahindra Logistics. 
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 Apart from this, an operations control 

centre has been established and the 

storage location is replenished from the 

local refilling plant. A direct-to-consumer 

model is also being conceived. 

Important Points: 

 Mahindra Group CEO: Pawan Kumar 

Goenka. 

  Mahindra Group Founded: 2 October 

1945, Ludhiana. 

2. Which country has become the first country 
to allow Driverless cars on roads? 
A. Sweden 
B. Germany 
C. France 
D. UK 
E. US 
 
Correct Answer – D. UK 
Explanation: The United Kingdom has become 

the first country to announce regulation for the 

use of self-driving vehicles at low speeds. The UK 

wants to be at the forefront in rolling out 

autonomous driving technology. The 

Government of the UK forecasts that around 40% 

of UK cars will have self-driving capabilities 

by 2035. This will create 38,000 jobs in the 

country. The speed limit of the ALKS is to be set 

at 37 miles per hour. The ALKS shall drive itself in 

a single lane. 

How do Self Driving Vehicles work? 

A self-driving vehicle is fully autonomous. No 

driver is required for the safe operation of the 

vehicle. Self-driving technologies have been 

developed by Uber, Google, Nissan, Tesla. Most 

of the self-driving systems maintain an internal 

map. They use lasers, sensors and radars to map 

their surroundings. Based on the map created, 

instructions are delivered to the actuators of the 

vehicle. 

Important Points: 

 Prime minister of United Kingdom: Boris 

Johnson. 

 Capital of the United Kingdom: London. 

3. Tribal Co-operative Marketing Federation of 
India (TRIFED), has entered into a MoU with The 
LINK Fund, for a collaborative project titled 
“Sustainable Livelihoods For Tribal Households 
in India”. Who among the following is the 
Minister of Tribal Affairs? 
A. Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi 
B. Pralhad Joshi 
C. Arjun Munda 
D. Giriraj Singh 
E. Mahendra Nath Pandey 
 

Correct Answer – C. Arjun Munda 
Explanation: Tribal Co-operative Marketing 

Federation of India (TRIFED), has entered into a 

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with The 

LINK Fund, for a collaborative project 

titled “Sustainable Livelihoods For Tribal 

Households in India”.  Under the project, both 

the organisations will work together 

towards:Tribal Development and Employment 

Generation, by providing support to tribals for 

increasing value addition in their produce and 

products;Sustainable livelihoods and value 

addition, for the increase in income and 

employment generation through technological 

intervention for efficiency in value addition for 

MFPs, produce and crafts diversification, skill 

training and enhancement of value additions in 

minor forest produce. 

LINK Fund: 
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The LINK Fund is a Geneva, Switzerland based 

philanthropic operational foundation and 

practitioner-led fund, working towards 

eradicating extreme poverty and mitigating the 

effects of climate change. 

TRIFED 

TRIFED is a nodal agency under the 

administrative control of the Ministry of Tribal 

Affairs, working for the empowerment of the 

tribals community in India. 

4. Which e-commerce payment platform has 
launched a new video-based wealth community 
called Wealth Community? 
A. Amazon Pay 
B. Paytm 
C. Google Pay 
D. Mobikwik 
E. Phonepe 
 
Correct Answer – B. Paytm 
Explanation: Home-grown digital financial 

services platform Paytm has launched a new 

video-based wealth community called the Paytm 

Wealth Community.Paytm Wealth Community is 

an investing community based on video, and “will 

enable users to attend live sessions conducted by 

subject matter experts across an array of wealth 

topics like Stocks, F&O, IPO, ETFs, Mutual Funds, 

Gold, Fixed Income, and Personal Finance. 

5. Axis Direct – the flagship brand of Axis 
Securities, a fully-owned subsidiary of Axis Bank 
has launched evolutionary mobile app- ‘Axis 
Direct RING’ to facilitate which type of 
investment? 
A. Mutual Funds 
B. Government Securities 
C. Debentures 
D. Stock Market 
E. All of the above 
 

Correct Answer – D. Stock Market 
Explanation: Axis Direct – the flagship brand of 

Axis Securities, a fully-owned subsidiary of Axis 

Bank, announced the launch of a revolutionary 

mobile app- ‘Axis Direct RING’ to make 

investment in stock markets simple, fast, and 

rewarding.RING is built on the latest Technology 

Stack above a robust Order Management and 

Risk Management system.RING technology scans 

over 25,000 stock market instruments in real-

time and identifies opportunities for you to 

invest. 

6. What is India’s rank in the Chandler Good 
Government Index (CGGI), which classifies 104 
countries in terms of government capabilities 
and outcomes? 
A. 44th 
B. 49th 
C. 56th 
D. 67th 
E. 74th 
 
Correct Answer – B. 49th 
Explanation: India has been ranked 49th in the 

Chandler Good Government Index (CGGI), which 

classifies 104 countries in terms of government 

capabilities and outcomes.The Chandler Good 

Government Index shows the importance of 

measuring and investing in governance 

capabilities that matter.It highlights a key need 

for ‘pracademics’ in government – people who 

combine a rigorous understanding of research 

and data with a practical and grounded sense of 

what governments need to do to succeed.Finland 

has topped the CGGI list, in which each country is 

measured across over 50 open data points.The 

index focuses on seven pillars: leadership and 

foresight; robust laws and policies; strong 

institutions; financial stewardship; attractive 
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marketplace; global influence and reputation; 

and helping people rise. 

7. Which country has topped the Chandler Good 
Government Index (CGGI), which classifies 104 
countries in terms of government capabilities 
and outcomes? 
A. Norway 
B. Finland 
C. Denmark 
D. Sweden 
E. New Zealand 
 
Correct Answer – B. Finland 
Explanation:  Finland has topped the Chandler 

Good Government Index (CGGI), in which each 

country is measured across over 50 open data 

points.The index focuses on seven pillars: 

leadership and foresight; robust laws and 

policies; strong institutions; financial 

stewardship; attractive marketplace; global 

influence and reputation; and helping people 

rise.India has been ranked 49th in the Chandler 

Good Government Index (CGGI), which classifies 

104 countries in terms of government 

capabilities and outcomes.The Chandler Good 

Government Index shows the importance of 

measuring and investing in governance 

capabilities that matter. 

8. Renowned personality and Padma Shri 
awardee Manzoor Ahtesham passed away 
recently he was a veteran _______. 
A. Urdu Litterateur 
B. Hindi Litterateur 
C. English Litterateur 
D. Parsi Litterateur 
E. Urdu Litterateur 
 
Correct Answer – B. Hindi Litterateur 
Explanation: Noted Hindi litterateur and Padma 

Shri awardee Manzoor Ahtesham has died of 

COVID-19 in Bhopal in Madhya 

Pradesh.Incidentally, Ahthesham''s first story was 

titled ''Ramzan Ki Maut'' and he died in the holy 

month currently underway. 

9. Which state has won the “E-Panchayat 
Puraskar 2021” ranking first under Category I? 
A. Madhya Pradesh 
B. Himachal Pradesh 
C. Rajasthan 
D. Uttar Pradesh 
E. Gujarat 
 

Correct Answer – D. Uttar Pradesh 
Explanation: The Government of Uttar 

Pradesh(UP) won the “E-Panchayat Puraskar 

2021” ranking first under Category I.The award 

recognises the efforts of UP in implementing the 

e-applications developed by the Centre and other 

applications developed by the State 

Government.Uttar Pradesh was followed by 

Assam and Chhattisgarh in 2nd rank and Odisha 

and Tamil Nadu in 3rd rank.The award was 

instituted by the Ministry of Panchayati 

Raj(MoPR) to promote the use of ICT in 

monitoring the works of gram panchayats. 

10. Who has been appointed as the Managing 
Director and Chief Executive Officer of National 
Commodity & Derivatives Exchange Limited 
(NCDEX) for a term of five years? 
A. Vijay Kumar 
B. Arun Raste 
C. Atanu Chakraborty 
D. Rekha Menon 
E. Murali Natarajan 
 
Correct Answer – B. Arun Raste 
Explanation: Securities and Exchange Board of 

India (SEBI) has approved the appointment of 

Arun Raste as Managing Director and Chief 

Executive Officer of National Commodity & 

Derivatives Exchange Limited (NCDEX) for a term 

of five years.He succeeded Vijay Kumar.Arun 
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Raste is currently working as an executive 

director in National Dairy Development Board 

(NDDB).He has also worked in organisations like 

IDFC First Bank, Kotak Mahindra Bank, NABARD, 

ACC Cement, and a non-profit NGO IRFT.Apart 

from this he has also served as a Director on the 

Board of Indian Immunological and Mother Dairy 

Fruit and Vegetable. 

11. The World Health Organisation has given the 
approval for emergency use of whose COVID-19 
vaccine, in May 2021? 
A. Lupin 
B. Sun Pharma 
C. Cadila Health 
D. Moderna 
E. Dr Reddy's Laboratories 
 
Correct Answer: D. Moderna 
Explanation: The World Health Organisation has 

given approval for the emergency use 

of Moderna’s COVID-19 vaccine.The US Food and 

Drug Administration approved the Moderna 

vaccine on 18 December 2020.It has also 

received marketing authorisation by 

the European Medicines Agency.The other 

vaccines listed for emergency use by WHO 

are Pfizer BioNTech; AstraZeneca; Serum 

Institute of India; and Janssen. 

12. The Joe Biden administration will restrict 
travel from India from which date in view of the 
spike in cases of Covid-19? 
A. 2 May 
B. 3 May 
C. 4 May 
D. 5 May 
E. 6 May 
 
Correct Answer – C. 4 May 
Explanation: The Joe Biden administration will 

restrict travel from India from 4 May 2021 in 

view of the spike in cases of Covid-19.The 

decision to restrict travel from India had been 

taken on the advice of the United States’ Centers 

for Disease Control and Prevention.The policy 

will be implemented in light of extraordinarily 

high COVID-19 caseloads and multiple variants 

circulating in India. 

USA: 

 Capital - Washington, D.C. 

 Currency - US Dollar. 

 President- Joe Biden. 

13. India is among how many countries that will 
be added to Ireland's mandatory hotel 
quarantine list from 4 May 2021? 
A. 3 
B. 4 
C. 5 
D. 6 
E. 7 
 
Correct Answer – C. 5 
Explanation: India is among the five countries 

that will be added to Ireland's mandatory hotel 

quarantine list from 4 May 2021.Besides India, 

the other countries that have been added to the 

list for mandatory quarantine are Georgia, Iran, 

Mongolia and Costa Rica.According to the 

Department of Health, it is an offence to travel to 

Ireland without making the booking in advance, 

without reasonable excuse. 

14. Which of the following states/UTs has 
banned the private sale of remdesivir injection, 
used to treat Covid patients, and decided to 
itself distribute it among hospitals? 
A. Uttar Pradesh 
B. Chandigarh 
C. Gujarat 
D. Delhi 
E. Tamil Nadu 
 
Correct Answer – B. Chandigarh 
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Explanation: Chandigarh administration has 

banned the private sale of remdesivir injection, 

used to treat Covid patients, and decided to itself 

distribute it among hospitals.The health 

department of Chandigarh will procure the 

medicine from open market or central allocation, 

and distribute it among all government and 

private hospitals treating Covid patients.While 

the antiviral drug does not reduce mortality, it is 

found to reduce hospitalisation duration, only if 

started within eight days of onset of symptoms. 

15. The first consignment of Russia-made 
Sputnik-V vaccine arrived at which city on 1 May 
2021 by a special flight? 
A. Hyderabad 
B. Pune 
C. Delhi  
D. Amritsar 
E. Mumbai 
 
Correct Answer: A. Hyderabad 
Explanation:The first consignment of Russia-

made Sputnik-V vaccine arrived at the 

Samshabad International Airport 

in Hyderabad on 1 May 2021 by a special flight.As 

part of the first lot, 1,50,000 vaccines have 

reached.This is the 3rd vaccine to be used as a 

preventive vaccine against covid.The 1st 

consignment has been handed over to the Indian 

partner of the Russian vaccine, Dr Reddy’s 

Laboratories. 

16. Modulus Housing has developed a portable 
hospital unit called ‘MediCAB', to treat COVID-
19 patients. Modulus Housing is a startup 
incubated by which of the following? 
A. IIT Madras 
B. IIT kharagpur 
C. IIT Delhi  
D. IIT Kanpur 
E. IIT Bombay 
 

Correct Answer: A. IIT Madras 
Explanation: IIT Madras-incubated start-up 

Modulus Housing has developed a portable 

hospital unit called ‘MediCAB', to treat COVID-19 

patients.The unit can be installed anywhere 

within two hours by four people.It is a 

decentralized approach to detect, screen, 

identify, isolate and treat COVID-19 patients in 

their local communities through these portable 

microstructures.  

17. National Awardee Karimanal Venkatesan 
Anand passed away at the age of 54 due to 
COVID-19 related complications, he was a 
veteran _______. 
A. Cinematographer 
B. Screen Writer 
C. Flim Editor  
D. Music Director 
E. Flim Actor 
 
Correct Answer: A. Cinematographer 
Explanation: Tamil Director and National film 

Award winning Cinematographer KV Anand 

(Karimanal Venkatesan Anand) passed away at 

the age of 54 due to COVID-19 related 

complications in Chennai, Tamil Nadu.KV Anand 

started his career as a photojournalist and later 

joined as an assistant of award-winning 

cinematographer PC Sreeram.He was the 

founding member of the Indian Society of 

Cinematographers (ISC).In 1994, He debuted as 

the cinematographer for the Malayalam film 

“Thenmavin Kombath” and won the National 

Film Award for Best Cinematography. 

18. Due to rising Covid cases in India the Boxing 
Federation of India (BFI), in consultation with 
the Asian Boxing Confederation (ASBC) decided 
to conduct the 2021 Asian Elite Men and 
Women Boxing Championships in ________. 
A. Muscat, Oman 
B. Doha, Qatar 
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C. Dubai, UAE  
D. Riyadh, Saudi Arabia 
E. Bangkok, Thailand 
 
Correct Answer: C. Dubai, UAE 
Explanation: Due to the International travel 

restrictions and rising COVID-19 cases in India, 

the Boxing Federation of India (BFI), in 

consultation with the Asian Boxing Confederation 

(ASBC) decided to conduct the 2021 Asian Elite 

Men and Women Boxing Championships in 

Dubai, United Arab Emirates (UAE).The 

tournament was scheduled to be held at Delhi’s 

Indira Gandhi Indoor Stadium from May 21 to 31, 

2021.Now the event will be held between May 

21 to June 1, 2021 and will be organized by BFI 

along with UAE Boxing Federation.Under the 

championship, the Indian women’s team will be 

led by the MC Mary Kom (51kg) and the men’s 

team is not yet announced. 

19. World Press Freedom Day is observed 
globally every year on which date? 
A. 1st May 
B. 2nd May 
C. 3rd May  
D. 4th May 
E. 5th May 
 
Correct Answer: C. 3rd May 
Explanation: World Press Freedom Day or World 

Press Day is observed globally on 3 May every 

year.The day also pays tribute to journalists who 

have lost their lives.They risk their lives at times 

or may even have to face tough situations in 

order to bring the news from different corners of 

the world in front of the public.This year’s World 

Press Freedom Day theme “Information as a 

Public Good”. 

20. Who has been appointed as the Managing 
Director (MD) Kotak Mahindra Life Insurance 
Company Limited (KLI) for a period of 3 years 
starting from 1st May 2021? 
A. Amitabh Chaudhary 
B. Niraj Bajaj 
C. Mahesh Balasubramanian  
D. TV Somanathan 
E. Arun Raste 
 
Correct Answer: C. Mahesh Balasubramanian 
Explanation: Mahesh Balasubramanian has been 

appointed as the Managing Director (MD) Kotak 

Mahindra Life Insurance Company Limited 

(KLI).He has been appointed for a period of 3 

years starting from 1st May 2021.He has been 

appointed following the retirement of G 

Murlidhar.KLI is in receipt of approval from the 

Insurance Regulatory Development Authority of 

India (IRDAI) for the appointment of 

Balasubramanian.

4th May 2021 Quiz
1. Sri Lanka Cricketer Thisara Perera recently 
retired from international cricket. He was a/an 
________________. 
A. Spinner 
B. Wicketkeeper 
C. Batsman 
D. Fast bowler 
E. All-rounder 

 
Correct Answer – E. All-rounder 
Explanation: Sri Lankan all-rounder and former 

captain, Thisara Perera has announced his 

retirement from international cricket, ending his 

international career which spanned nearly 12 

years. Perera played six Tests, 166 ODIs (2338 
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runs, 175 wickets), and 84 T20Is (1204 runs, 51 

wickets) for Sri Lanka, after making his debut in 

December 2009. The 32-year-old would continue 

to play domestic and franchise cricket. 

2. Coal Miners’ Day is celebrated on 
___________ to recognize the hard work of 
some of the great unsung heroes of the 
Industrial Revolution. 
A. May 1 

B. May 2 

C. May 3 

D. May 4 

E. May 5 

Correct Answer – D. May 4 
Explanation: Coal Miners’ Day is celebrated 

on May 4 to recognize the hard work of some of 

the great unsung heroes of the Industrial 

Revolution.The day is celebrated to show 

appreciation for the coal miners and honour their 

accomplishments.Coal miners spend most of the 

days digging, tunnelling and extracting coal from 

the mines. They dig deep into the Earth to bring 

out the riches that help to sustain our life. Coal 

mining is one of the toughest professions. 

History of the day: 

The coal miners have been working for centuries, 

however, they became significantly important 

during the Industrial revolution between 1760 

and 1840 when coal was used on a large scale to 

fuel stationary and locomotive engines and heat 

buildings. Coal is a natural resource that 

accelerate both economic and social 

development.In India, coal mining began in the 

year 1774 when John Summer and Suetonius 

Grant Heatly of the East India Company started 

commercial exploration in the Raniganj Coalfield 

along the western banks of the Damodar river. 

Demand for coal increased after the introduction 

of steam locomotives by railways 

in 1853. However, it was not a healthy place to 

work in. There were several incidents of extreme 

exploitation and massacre took place in coal 

mines in the name of profit. 

3. Who has partnered with the Indian 
government to roll out a vaccine finder tool on 
its mobile app in India? 
A. Apple 
B. Intel 
C. Microsoft 
D. Google 
E. Facebook 
 

Correct Answer – E. Facebook 
Explanation: Facebook has partnered with 

the Indian government to roll out a vaccine 

finder tool on its mobile app in India, which will 

help people identify places nearby to get 

inoculated. The social media giant had, earlier 

this week, announced a USD 10 million grant for 

emergency response efforts for the COVID-19 

situation in the country. 

About the partnership: 

Partnering with the Government of India, 

Facebook will begin rolling out its Vaccine Finder 

tool on the Facebook mobile app in India 

available in 17 languages to help people identify 

places nearby to get the vaccine,”.In this tool, 

vaccine centre locations and their hours of 

operation have been provided by the Ministry of 

Health and Family Welfare (MoHFW).The 

cumulative number of COVID-19 vaccine doses 

administered in the country has crossed 15.22 

crore.Also, more than 2.45 crore people have 

registered themselves on the Co-WIN digital 

platform ahead of Phase-3 of the COVID-19 

vaccination for those above 18 years that is set to 

start from May 1. 
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Important Points: 

 Chief Executive Officer of Facebook: Mark 

Zuckerberg. 

 Facebook Headquarters: California, US. 

4. Chandro Tomar passed away recently. She 
was associated with which sports? 
A. Shooting 

B. Tennis 

C. Badminton 

D. Hockey 

E. Wrestling 

Correct Answer – A. Shooting 
Explanation: Shooter Chandro Tomar, 

nicknamed ‘Shooter Dadi’, passed away at the 

age of 89 due to Covid-19. She was hailing from 

the Baghpat village in Uttar Pradesh, Tomar was 

60-plus when she picked up the gun for the first 

time but went on to win many national 

competitions for veterans, her feats ultimately 

inspiring the award-winning Bollywood 

movie ‘Saand ki Aankh’. 

5. How many Indian Naval ships have been 
deployed under Operation ‘Samudra Setu II’? 
A. 9 

B. 5 

C. 11 

D. 7 

E. 10 

Correct Answer – D. 7 
Explanation: The Indian Navy has 

launched Operation Samudra Setu-II to help in 

faster transportation of medical oxygen and 

other requirements from other countries to 

India, amid its worsening COVID-19 pandemic. As 

a part of operation ‘Samudra Setu II’, seven 

Indian Naval ships have been deployed for 

shipment of liquid medical oxygen-filled 

cryogenic containers and associated medical 

equipment from various countries. These 

warships are Kolkata, Kochi, Talwar, Tabar, 

Trikand, Jalashwa and Airavat.In 2020, the Indian 

Navy launched Operation Samudra Setu, as part 

of the Vande Bharat Mission, to repatriate 

approximately 4,000 stranded and distressed 

Indian citizens from the Maldives, Sri Lanka, and 

Iran. 

Important Points: 

 Chief of Naval Staff: Admiral Karambir 

Singh. 

 Indian Navy Founded: 26 January 1950. 

6. Motilal Oswal Private Equity (MOPE) has 
acquired a minority stake in which small finance 
bank for $ 25 million through a secondary 
acquisition? 
A. Fincare Small Finance Bank 

B. Ujjivan Small Finance Bank 

C. Janalakshmi Small Finance Bank 

D. Equitas Small Finance Bank 

E. AU Small Finance Bank 

Correct Answer – A. Fincare Small Finance Bank 
Explanation:  Motilal Oswal Private Equity 

(MOPE) has acquired a minority stake in Fincare 

Small Finance Bank (Fincare SFB) for $25 million 

(about ₹185 crores) through a secondary 

acquisition.The key investor in Fincare SFB, True 

North Fund V LLP got a partial exit from the firm 

after the deal of MOPE with Fincare SFB.The deal 

was done by one of the growth capital funds of 

MOPE called India Business Excellence Fund–III (it 

was managed and advised by MOPE).Secondary 

Acquisition – It means the acquisition of existing 

shares of the company by the trust on the 

platform of a recognised stock exchange for cash 

consideration. 
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7. Name the Indian sports person who has been 
nominated as athlete ambassadors for the 
International Olympic Committee’s (IOC) 
‘Believe in Sport’ campaign aimed at preventing 
competition manipulation? 
A. MC Mary Kom 

B. Saina Nehwal 

C. PV Sindhu 

D. Bajrang Punia 

E. Vijender Singh 

Correct Answer – C. PV Sindhu 
Explanation: The Badminton World Federation 

announced that India shuttler PV Sindhu and 

Canada’s Michelle Li have been nominated as 

athlete ambassadors for the International 

Olympic Committee’s (IOC) ‘Believe in Sport’ 

campaign aimed at preventing competition 

manipulation.Sindhu and Li will be working 

alongside other athlete ambassadors from 

around the world to raise awareness on the topic 

of competition manipulation amongst athletes 

and encourage.The pair have been global 

ambassadors for BWF’s ‘i am badminton’ 

campaign since April 2020. 

8. Who has been appointed as the 4th Deputy 
Governor of the Reserve Bank of India? 
A. Jayant Kumar Dash 

B. R. Subramanian 

C. Rohit Jain 

D. T Rabi Sankar 

E. Saurav Sinha 

Correct Answer – D. T Rabi Sankar 
Explanation: The Appointment Committee of the 

Cabinet (ACC) chaired by Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi has appointed T Rabi Sankar, the 

Executive Director of Reserve Bank of India(RBI) 

as the 4th Deputy Governor of RBI. ACC has 

cleared his appointment for a period of 3 years or 

till his date of superannuation.He succeeds B P 

Kanungo, who retired on 2nd April 2021 after 

serving one year extension period.RBI cannot 

hold more than 4 deputy governors. The other 3 

Deputy Governors of RBI are Mahesh Kumar Jain, 

Michael D Patra and Rajeshwar Rao. 

9. Asian Games gold medalist Colonel Gulam 
Mohammad Khan (retired) passed away 
recently, he was associated with which sports? 
A. Riding 
B. Gymnastic 
C. Shot Put 
D. Boxing 
E. Wrestling 
 

Correct Answer – A. Riding 
Explanation: The 1982 Asian Games gold 

medallist rider Colonel Gulam Mohammad Khan 

(Retired) passed away recently.From 1980 to 

1990, he captained the ASC team, during which 

time his team won the National title six times 

and he became individual National Champion 

(Eventing) four times.As a member of the team 

that won the gold medal in Eventing at the 1982 

Asian Games in Delhi, Col Khan clinched the 

individual silver medal riding Goodwill. 

10. The International Firefighters’ Day (IFFD) is 
observed every year on which date? 
A. 1st May 
B. 2nd May 
C. 3rd May 
D. 4th May 
E. 5th May 
 
Correct Answer – D. 4th May 
Explanation: The International Firefighters’ Day 

(IFFD) is observed on May 4 every year since 

1999.The day is celebrated to recognise and 

honour the sacrifices that firefighters make to 

ensure that their communities and environment 

are as safe as possible.The day was instituted, 

after the deaths of five firefighters in tragic 
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circumstances in a bushfire in Australia on 2 

December 1998. 

11. In May 2021, which of the following 
states/UTs has decided to give free ration to all 
ration cardholders for the next two months? 
A. Uttar Pradesh 
B. Delhi 
C. Bihar 
D. Chandigarh 
E. Punjab 
 
Correct Answer: B. Delhi 
Explanation: The Delhi government has decided 
to give free ration to all ration cardholders in the 
national capital for the next two 
months.Around 72 lakh beneficiaries will be 
given free ration.The CM has further announced 
financial assistance of ₹5,000 each for all 
autorickshaw and taxi drivers in Delhi.It has 
disbursed ex gratia payments of ₹5,000 each to 
construction workers. 
 
12. In Kerala, Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan 
handed over his resignation letter to whom in 
May 2021? 
A. Narinder Nath Vohra 
B. Aziz Qureshi 
C. Arif Mohammad Khan 
D. Vakkom Purushothaman 
E. Urmila Singh 
 
Correct Answer – C. Arif Mohammad Khan 
Explanation: In Kerala, Chief Minister Pinarayi 
Vijayan handed over his resignation letter to 
Governor Arif Mohammad Khan on 3 May 
2021.The Governor directed the CM to continue 
in office till the formation of the new 
government.The CPI (M) State Secretariat 
meeting be convened on 4 May 2021 and held a 
discussion on the formation of a new 
government.  
Kerala: 

 Number of Districts - 14. 

 Lok Sabha seats - 20. 

 Rajya Sabha seats - 9 
 
13. In Snooker, who became the World 
Champion for the fourth time in May 2021? 
A. Ronnie O'Sullivan 
B. Mark Selby 
C. Judd Trump 
D. John Higgins 
E. Mark Williams 
 
Correct Answer – B. Mark Selby 
Explanation: In Snooker, Mark Selby became the 
World Champion for the fourth time.Selby won 
the Championship defeating Shaun 
Murphy by 18-15 victory at Crucible Theatre, 
Sheffield.He has now moved up to the second 
spot in world rankings, next only to Judd 
Trump.He won prize money of five hundred 
thousand pounds in the Championship. 
 
14. Which country declared the end of an Ebola 
outbreak on 3 May 2021? 
A. Ghana 
B. Egypt 
C. Sudan 
D. Democratic Republic of Congo 
E. Libya 
 
Correct Answer – D. Democratic Republic of 
Congo 
Explanation: The Democratic Republic of 
Congo declared the end of an Ebola outbreak on 
3 May 2021.It infected 12 people in the eastern 
province of North Kivu and killed six of them.The 
outbreak was contained using Merck's Ebola 
vaccine, which was given to more than 1,600 of 
the patients' contacts and contacts of 
contacts.The cases were genetically linked to the 
2018-20 Ebola epidemic. 
 
15. In May 2021, who launched an online portal 
for the ‘Production Linked Incentive Scheme for 
the Food Processing Industry (PLISFPI)? 
A. Piyush Goyal 
B. Rajnath Singh 
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C. Narendra Singh Tomar 
D. Amit Shah 
E. Prakash Javadekar 
 
Correct Answer: C. Narendra Singh Tomar 
Explanation: The government has issued 
guidelines for the ‘Production Linked Incentive 

Scheme for the Food Processing Industry 
(PLISFPI)'.Minister of Food Processing 
Industry Narendra Singh Tomar has also launched 
an online portal for the PLISFPI.The government 
has approved PLISFPI for implementation during 
2021-22 to 2026-27 with an outlay of 10 
thousand 900 crore rupees.

5th May 2021 Quiz
1. The theme of the 2021 International Day of 
the Midwife is ___________. 
A. Midwives, Mothers and Families: Partners for 
Life! 
B. Follow the Data: Invest in Midwives 
C. Midwives: Defenders of Women’s Rights 
D. Midwives leading the way with quality care 
E. Birth Equity for All 
 
Correct Answer: B. Follow the Data: Invest in 
Midwives 
Explanation: International Day of the Midwife is 
observed globally on 5 May every year 
since 1992. This day is celebrated to recognise 
the work of midwives and raise awareness about 
the status of midwives for the essential care they 
provide to mothers and their newborns.The 
theme for 2021 International Day of the Midwife 
is “Follow the Data: Invest in Midwives.” 
 
History of the day: 
The idea of having a day to recognize and honour 
midwives came out of the 1987 International 
Confederation of Midwives conference in the 
Netherlands. International Midwives’ Day was 
first celebrated May 5, 1991, and has been 
observed in more than 50 nations around the 
world. 
 
Important Points: 

 International Confederation of Midwives 
President: Franka Cadee; 

 International Confederation of Midwives 
Headquarters: Hague, Netherlands. 

 

2.  Who has been nominated as athlete 
ambassador for the International Olympic 
Committee’s (IOC) ‘Believe in Sport’ campaign 
from India? 
A. P.V. Sindhu 
B. Saina Nehwal 
C. Srikanth Kidambi 
D. Ashwini Ponnappa 
E. Chirag Shetty 
 
Correct Answer – A. P.V. Sindhu 
Explanation:The Badminton World 
Federation announced that India shuttler PV 
Sindhu and Canada’s Michelle Li have been 
nominated as athlete ambassadors for the 
International Olympic Committee’s (IOC) ‘Believe 
in Sport’ campaign aimed at preventing 
competition manipulation. Sindhu and Li will be 
working alongside other athlete ambassadors 
from around the world to raise awareness on the 
topic of competition manipulation amongst 
athletes and encourage. The pair have been 
global ambassadors for BWF’s ‘i am badminton’ 
campaign since April 2020. The IOC’s ‘Believe in 
Sport’ campaign was launched in 2018 to raise 
awareness among athletes, coaches and officials 
of the threat of competition manipulation. 
 
Important Points: 

 International Olympic Committee 
Headquarters: Lausanne, Switzerland; 

 International Olympic Committee 
President: Thomas Bach; 

 International Olympic Committee 
Founded: 23 June 1894, Paris, France. 
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3. Former Sri Lanka player and coach, ________ 
has been banned from all cricket for six years. 
A. Nilantha Ratnayake 
B. Sanath Kaluperuma 
C. Hashan Tillakaratne 
D. Nuwan Zoysa 
E. Dammika Ranatunga 
 

Correct Answer – D. Nuwan Zoysa 
Explanation: Former Sri Lanka player and 
coach, Nuwan Zoysa has been banned from all 
cricket for six years after an ICC Anti-
Corruption Tribunal found him guilty of 
breaching the ICC anti-corruption code. The ban 
for Zoysa is backdated to 31 October 2018, when 
he was provisionally suspended. Zoysa guilty of 
“being party to an agreement or effort to fix or 
contrive or otherwise influence improperly the 
result, progress, conduct or another aspect (s) of 
an International Match.” The other charge is 
about “directly or indirectly soliciting, inducing, 
enticing, instructing, persuading, encouraging or 
intentionally facilitating any Participant to breach 
Code Article 2.1.” 
 
Important Points: 

 Chairman of ICC: Greg Barclay. 

 CEO of ICC: Manu Sawhney. 

 Headquarters of ICC: Dubai, United Arab 
Emirates. 

 
4. What is the theme of the World Hand 
Hygiene Day 2021? 
A. Seconds Save Lives: Clean Your Hands 
B. Clean Hands for All 
C. Clean Hands – a recipe for health 
D. Our hands, our future! 
E. SAVE LIVES: Clean Your Hands 
 
Correct Answer – A. Seconds Save Lives: Clean 
Your Hands 
Explanation:  Every year, the World Hand 
Hygiene Day is observed on May 5. The day is 
organised by the World Health Organization 

(WHO) to raise awareness among people across 
the globe about the importance of hand hygiene 
in warding off many serious infections. The 
theme for 2021 is ‘Seconds Save Lives: Clean 
Your Hands’. The day recognizes hand washing as 
one of the most effective actions that can be 
taken to avoid a huge range of infections 
including the COVID-19 virus. 
 
Important Points: 

 Director-General of the World Health 
Organization: Tedros Adhanom. 

 Headquarters of WHO: Geneva, 
Switzerland. 

 
5. _________ has been named as the 2021 
laureate of the UNESCO/Guillermo Cano World 
Press Freedom Prize. 
A. Raúl Rivero 
B. Maria Ressa 
C. Amira Hass 
D. Geoffrey Nyarota 
E. Win Tin 
 
Correct Answer – B. Maria Ressa 
Explanation: Maria Ressa has been named as 
the 2021 laureate of the UNESCO/Guillermo 
Cano World Press Freedom Prize.The $25,000 
prize “recognizes outstanding contributions to 
the defence or promotion of press freedom 
especially in the face of danger,” according to 
UNESCO. The prize was named after Guillermo 
Cano Isaza, the Colombian journalist.UNESCO 
cited Ressa’s more than a 3-decade career as a 
journalist, including her work as CNN’s lead 
investigative reporter for Asia and as news chief 
of Philippine broadcast giant ABS-CBN. Recently, 
her citation added, Ressa “has been the target of 
online attacks and judicial processes” for her 
investigative work and her position as CEO of 
Rappler. 
 
6. Which public sector company has entered 
into the league of top 100 most valued 
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companies in terms of market capitalization 
globally? 
A. BHEL 
B. SAIL 
C. NTPC 
D. GAIL 
E. ONGC 
 
Correct Answer – B. SAIL 
Explanation: The state-owned Steel Authority of 
India Ltd (SAIL) entered in to the league of top 
100 most valued companies in terms of market 
capitalisation.It regained market capitalisation 
(m-cap) of Rs 50,000 crore, after its stock climbed 
over 80 per cent in the past one and half 
month.SAIL stood at 78th position in the overall 
m-cap ranking with a market cap of Rs 55,529 
crore.SAIL is one of the leading steel producers in 
India, which has 5 large integrated steel plants 
(Bhillai steel plant, Rourkela steel plant, Durgapur 
steel plant, Bokaro steel plant and IISCO) spread 
across 4 states in eastern India (Chattisgarh, 
Odisha, West Bengal and Jharkhand).In addition, 
SAIL also has 3 special steel plants (Salem Steel 
plant, Alloy Steel plant and Visvesvaraya iron and 
steel plant) and a Ferro Alloy plant at 
Chandrapur. 
 
7. Which wind energy company has signed a 
Power Purchase Agreement (PPA) with Solar 
Energy Corporation of India (SECI) for supplying 
540 Mega Watt (MW) out of the total awarded 
capacity of 810 MW of blended wind power 
capacity? 
A. JSW Renew Energy 
B. Suzlon Energy Limited 
C. Regen Powertech private limited 
D. Inox Wind limited 
E. Orient Green Power Limited 
  
Correct Answer – A. JSW Renew Energy 
Explanation: JSW Renew Energy, the renewable 
energy wing of JSW Energy has signed a Power 
Purchase Agreement (PPA) with Solar Energy 
Corporation of India (SECI) for supplying 540 

MegaWatt (MW) out of the total awarded 
capacity of 810 MW of blended wind power 
capacity.It is the single largest PPA for 
wind/blended wind power capacity awarded to a 
company.JSW Renew Energy won the contract 
for 810 MW of blended Wind Power Project in a 
competitive bidding done by SECI in September, 
2020.India has set a target to raise the capacity 
of installed Renewable Energy (RE) generation 
plants to 450 GW by 2030.The Current installed 
RE generation capacity stands 94 GW. 
 
8. Former Union minister Jagmohan Malhotra 
passed away recently he also served as 
governor of which state? 
A. Andhra Pradesh 
B. Madhya Pradesh 
C. Uttar Pradesh 
D. Jammu and Kashmir 
E. Himachal Pradesh 
 
Correct Answer – D. Jammu and Kashmir 
Explanation: Former Union minister and Jammu 
and Kashmir(J&K) governor Jagmohan Malhotra 
passed away at the age of 93 after battling a brief 
spell of illness.He was born on 25th January 1927 
in Punjab(British India).Jagmohan served two 
terms as the governor of Jammu and Kashmir.He 
had also served as the lieutenant governor of 
Delhi and governor of Goa.He belonged to BJP 
and served as the Union Minister for Urban 
Development and Tourism in Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee-led government.He was honoured with 
the Padma Shri in 1971, Padma Bhushan in 1977 
and Padma Vibhushan in 2016. 
 
9. Which state government has launched the 
first of its kind Auro Scholarship Programme of 
Sri Aurobindo Society for all the students of 
state? 
A. Assam 
B. West Bengal 
C. Tripura 
D. Jharkhand 
E. Bihar 
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Correct Answer – C. Tripura 
Explanation: Ratan Lal Nath, Education Minister 
of Tripura launched the first of its kind Auro 
Scholarship Programme of Sri Aurobindo Society 
for all the students of Tripura. The programme 
was launched at the virtual event organised by 
the Sri Aurobindo Society.Auro Scholar is the 
World’s first Micro Scholarship programme 
aimed to encourage the students to improve 
their learning.Sri Aurobindo Society partnered 
with the Government of Tripura to make the 
scholarship accessible to all the students of 
Tripura. 
  
10. The Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting (I&B) has instituted the “Satyajit 
Ray Lifetime Achievement Award for Excellence 
in Cinema” from 20021, which will be given 
every year at ________. 
A. Filmfare Awards 
B. National Awards 
C. International Film Festival of India (IFFI) 
D. Padma Awards 
E. None of the above 
 
Correct Answer – C. International Film Festival 
of India (IFFI) 
Explanation: The Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting(I&B) has instituted the “Satyajit Ray 
Lifetime Achievement Award for Excellence in 
Cinema” which will be given at the International 
Film Festival of India (IFFI) every year starting 
from 2021.The award consists of a cash prize of 
Rs 10 lakh, a certificate, shawl along with a silver 
peacock medal and a scroll.The award is 
instituted as a part of the celebration of the birth 
centenary of Bharat Ratna Awardee Satyajit Ray, 
who was born on 2nd May 1921 in Kolkata, West 
Bengal. 
 
11. Kwalee, the UK-based game developer and 
publisher, is all set to pump how many million 
dollars investment in its India operations over 
the next five years? 

A. 10 
B. 20 
C. 30 
D. 40 
E. 50 
 
Correct Answer: C. 30 
Explanation: Kwalee, the UK-based game 
developer and publisher, is all set to pump $30 
million investment in its India operations over 
the next five years.The firm chose Bengaluru as 
its first overseas studio in May 2020 which 
currently employs 50 people including game 
developers, graphic designers, and 
programmers.Kwalee claims to have over 600 
million downloads on mobile platforms. 
 
12. By 5 May 2021, SAIL (Steel Authority of India 
Limited) has enhanced its daily limit of oxygen 
supply to over how many metric tonnes (MT)? 
A. 700 
B. 900 
C. 1000 
D. 1300 
E. 1500 
 
Correct Answer – C. 1000 
Explanation: SAIL (Steel Authority of India 
Limited) has enhanced its daily limit of oxygen 
supply to over 1,100 metric tonnes (MT).The 
country's largest steelmaker SAIL has five 
integrated steel plants located at Bhilai in 
Chhattisgarh, Rourkela in Odisha, Bokaro in 
Jharkhand, Durgapur, and Burnpur in West 
Bengal.It has so far supplied around 50,000 MT of 
LMO to health facilities.In addition to the supply 
of LMO, SAIL is also going to set up 
additional 2,500 hospital beds outside its current 
medical facilities with the support of gaseous 
oxygen brought by dedicated gas pipelines from 
the plants.  
 
13. Which of the following has announced the 
rationalization of the Know Your Customer 
(KYC) compliance norms in May 2021? 
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A. RBI 
B. IRDAI 
C. SEBI 
D. NABARD 
E. NHB 
 

Correct Answer – A. RBI 
Explanation: The RBI has announced 
the rationalization of the Know Your Customer 
(KYC) compliance norms on May 5, 2021.It 
includes the extension of the scope of video KYC, 
known as the video-based customer 
Identification process (V-CIP) for new categories 
of customers such as proprietorship firms, 
authorized signatories, and beneficial owners of 
Legal Entities and for periodic updation of KYC. 
RBI: 

 Governor - Shaktikanta Das. 

 Headquarters - Mumbai. 

 Founded: 1 April 1935, Kolkata. 
 
14. Who was sworn in as the Chief Minister of 
West Bengal in May 2021? 
A. Abhishek Banerjee 
B. Suvendu Adhikari 
C. Mamata Banerjee 
D. Mahua Moitra 
E.  Prashant Kishor 
 
Correct Answer – C. Mamata Banerjee 
Explanation:  TMC leader Mamata Banerjee was 
sworn in as the Chief Minister of West Bengal for 
the third time on 5 May 2021.After the swearing-

in of the Chief Minister, newly elected MLAs of 
the state will take oath in the Assembly in two 
phases on 6 and 7 May 2021.Mamata Banerjee is 
serving as the 8th and current Chief Minister of 
West Bengal since 2011, the first woman to hold 
the office. 
West Bengal: 

 Chief Minister - Mamata Banerjee. 

 Governor - Jagdeep Dhankhar. 

 Lok Sabha seats - 42. 

 Rajya Sabha seats - 16. 
 
15. In May 2021, the government has identified 
how many sites for setting up additional 
Pressure Swing Absorption (PSA) medical 
oxygen plants in various states? 
A. 223 
B. 345 
C. 467 
D. 581 
E. 649 
 
Correct Answer: D. 581 
Explanation: The government has identified 581 
sites for setting up additional Pressure Swing 
Absorption (PSA) medical oxygen plants in 
various states.The National Highway Authority of 
India (NHAI) will be the nodal agency for 
executing civil and electrical work for these 
plants and will complete them on a war footing. 
NHAI will construct infrastructure at a record 
speed.

6th May 2021 Quiz
1.  How much amount has been announced by 
RBI for priority lending by banks for COVID-
related healthcare infrastructure? 
A. Rs 10,000 crore 
B. Rs 20,000 crore 
C. Rs 30,000 crore 
D. Rs 40,000 crore 
E. Rs 50,000 crore 

 
Correct Answer: E. Rs 50,000 crore 
Explanation:The Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) Governor Shaktikanta Das has announced a 
Covid-19 healthcare package of Rs 50,000 crore, 
for lending to entities such as vaccine makers, 
medical equipment suppliers, hospitals and 
related sectors, besides the patients in need of 
funds for treatment. 
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About the Covid-19 healthcare package:  
The new on-tap special liquidity facility of Rs 
50,000 crore will be made available to the banks 
at the repo rate, for access to emergency health 
security amid the economic stress due to the 
second wave of Covid-19 in India.Banks can give 
loans under this facility till March 31, 2022. This 
Covid loan will be provided for a tenure of up 
to 3 years and will be classified as a priority 
sector loan till repayment or maturity. 
 
About the Covid loan book mechanism 
Besides, a Covid loan book mechanism has also 
been announced for banks, where banks will 
have an option to place an equivalent amount as 
lend to borrowers, with RBI at the reverse repo 
rate plus 40 basis points.This means that if banks 
lend Rs 50,000 crore to the borrowers and the 
equivalent amount of Rs 50,000 crore of surplus 
funds of the system is put in the reverse repo 
with RBI, they can earn 3.75 per cent instead of 
3.35 per cent. 
 
About the long-term repo operation (LTRO) 
A special long-term repo operation (LTRO) has 
been announced for small finance banks (SFBs) 
worth Rs 10,000 crore, to provide further lending 
support to NBFC-microfinance institutions (MFIs) 
and other MFIs (Societies, Trusts etc.) which are 
members of RBI recognised ‘Self-Regulatory 
Organisation’. These MFIs must have an asset 
size of Rs 500 crore, as of 31 March 2021. 
 
2. Which of the following state has declared 
journalists as frontline Covid warriors? 
A. Gujarat  
B. Maharashtra 
C. Odisha 
D. Rajasthan 
E. Tamil Nadu 
 
Correct Answer – C. Odisha 
Explanation: Odisha government has 
announced Gopabandhu Sambadika Swasthya 
Bima Yojana for journalists. Odisha has declared 

the journalists as frontline Covid warriors. It will 
benet more than 6500 journalists of the state. 
Under the Gopabandhu Sambadika Swasthya 
Bima Yojana, a health insurance cover of Rs 2 
lakh will be provided to each Journalist. Under 
the scheme, financial assistance of Rs 15 lakh will 
be provided to the families of journalists who 
died from COVID-19 while performing duty. 
Important Points: 
Chief Minister of Odisha: Naveen Patnaik and 
Governor is Ganeshi Lal. 
 
3. The Nation’s first ‘Drive in Vaccination Center’ 
was inaugurated by MP Rahul Shewale in 
________ 
A. Mumbai 
B. Delhi 
C. Kolkata 
D. Gandhinagar 
E. Chennai 
 
Correct Answer – A. Mumbai 
Explanation: The Nation’s first ‘Drive in 
Vaccination Center’ was inaugurated by MP 
Rahul Shewale in Mumbai. This center has been 
set up in the parking lot of Kohinoor Square 
Tower at Dadar. This first of its kind ‘Drive-in 
Vaccination Center’ facility has been made 
available to the citizens at a time when people 
with disabilities are facing difficulties in getting to 
the vaccination center.The center also provides 
transportation facilities to the citizens who do 
not have their own vehicles. The vaccination has 
been started and the facility is available for all 
sections of society. MP Rahul Shewale informed 
that this facility will be provided in other multi-
parking lots in the city, after assessing the 
success of this first project. 
 
Important Points: 

 Maharashtra Governor: Bhagat Singh 
Koshyari. 

 Maharashtra Capital: Mumbai. 

 Maharashtra CM: Uddhav Thackeray. 
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4. Who will be honoured with the Icon Award at 
the 2021 Billboard Music Awards (BBMAs)? 
A. Lady Gaga 
B. Jennifer Lopez 
C. Taylor Swift 
D. Rihanna 
E. Pink 
 
Correct Answer – E. Pink 
Explanation:  Singer Pink will be honoured with 
the Icon Award at the 2021 Billboard Music 
Awards (BBMAs). The award aims to recognize 
artists who have achieved success on the 
Billboard charts and left an indelible impact on 
music. Pink joins previous honourees that include 
Neil Diamond, Stevie Wonder, Prince, Jennifer 
Lopez, Celine Dion, Cher, Janet Jackson, Mariah 
Carey and Garth Brooks. 
 
5. Name the Mahatma Gandhi’s former personal 
secretary, who passed away recently. 
A. Hemu Kalani 
B. Bir Tikendrajit Singh 
C. V Kalyanam 
D. Khudiram Bose 
E.  Jatindra Nath Das 
 
Correct Answer – C. V Kalyanam 
Explanation: Mahatma Gandhi’s former personal 
secretary V Kalyanam passed away. He was 
Gandhi’s personal secretary from 1943 to 
1948, when the Mahatma was assassinated. 
Kalyanam was preserving letters written by 
Gandhiji, a cheque bearing his sign and other 
literature associated with him. He was proficient 
in Bengali, Gujarati, Hindi, Tamil and English. A 
staunch follower of Mahatma Gandhi, he was 
also associated with Rajaji in the 1960s. 
 
6. Which foundation has partnered with the 
not-for-profit organisation, Sustainable 
Environment and Ecological Development 
Society (SEEDS) to launch a community COVID-
19 vaccination drive and set up COVID care 
centres? 

A. Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 
B. Reliance Foundation 
C. Ford Foundation 
D. PepsiCo Foundation 
E. Azim Premji Foundation 
 
Correct Answer – D. PepsiCo Foundation 
Explanation: PepsiCo Foundation, the 
philanthropic arm of PepsiCo has partnered with 
the Sustainable Environment and Ecological 
Development Society (SEEDS) to launch a 
community COVID-19 vaccination drive and set 
up COVID care centres To focus on Maharashtra, 
Punjab, West Bengal, Uttar Pradesh, and 
Telangana.As part of the partnership, SEEDS will 
drive Covid-19 vaccinations for the community at 
large, set up Covid care centres equipped with 
beds and medical facilities, including oxygen 
cylinders.SEEDS is a not-for-profit organization. 
 
7. Recently, the first-ever electric tractor in India 
has been tested at the Central Farm Machinery 
Training and Testing Institute which is located in 
______.  
A. Uttar Pradesh 
B. Madhya Pradesh 
C. Haryana 
D. Punjab 
E. Rajasthan 
   
Correct Answer – B. Madhya Pradesh 
Explanation: Recently, the first-ever electric 
tractor in India has been tested at the Central 
Farm Machinery Training and Testing 
Institute.This new electric tractor will be more 
environmentally friendly than other types of 
tractors.The Central Farm Machinery Training 
and Testing Institute at Budni is a premier 
institute under the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Farmers Welfare.It is located in the state of 
Madhya Pradesh. 
 
8. According to a new set of data released by 
the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and 
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Development (OECD), which country is the 
largest sources of FDI outflows in 2020? 
A. USA 
B. China 
C. Japan 
D. Luxembourg 
E. Singapore 
 
Correct Answer – D. Luxembourg 
Explanation: According to a new set of data 
released by the Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (OECD), the 
global FDI dropped by 38% in 2020 in comparison 
o 2019.It dropped to USD 846 Billion, which is a 
15-year low (lowest since 2005).India became the 
3rd Largest Recipient of FDI inflows in 2020 with 
an inflow of USD 64 Billion.China became the 
largest Recipient of FDI (USD 212 Billion) 
overtaking the United States (USD 177 Billion) for 
the 2nd time in six years, while Luxembourg 
finished 4th.The largest sources of FDI outflows 
in 2020 were Luxembourg, the United States and 
Japan. 
9. Who has authored the book titled Bengal 
2021, An Election Diary? 
A. Deep Halder 
B. Swapan Das Gupta 
C. Barkha Dutt 
D. Aveek Sarkar 
E. Lal Bihari Dey 
 

Correct Answer – A. Deep Halder 
Explanation: A New book titled Bengal 2021, An 
Election Diary authored by Deep Halder will be 
published by Harper Collins India.This book 
speaks about the electrifying election that took 
place in West Bengal,amid the times of Covid-
19.Deep Halder is the author of Blood Island: An 
Oral History of the Marichjhapi Massacre.He has 
been a journalist for almost two decades, writing 
on issues of development at the intersection of 
religion, caste and politics.Currently, he is 
executive editor at India Today Group. 
 

10. Which steel company has been selected by 
the Andhra Pradesh government as Joint 
Venture partner to set up a steel plant in the 
Kadapa district? 
A. Bhushan Steel 
B. Essar Steel 
C. Jindal Steel 
D. Tata Steel  
E. JSW Steel 
 
Correct Answer – B. Essar Steel 
Explanation: Andhra Pradesh selected Essar Steel 
as Joint Venture partner to set up a steel plant in 
the Kadapa district.The AP government has 
previously selected Liberty Steel India Limited as 
the JV partner for construction and development 
of the YSR Steel Plant.But that was cancelled 
based on the recommendation of SBICAP as 
Liberty steel India Limited was facing some 
financial issues.The steel plant will be set up with 
a capacity of 3 million tonne per annum for 
producing high grade Steel products.The Capital 
Expenditure of the Project will be Rs.11,606 
crore. 
 
11. In May 2021, which of the following has 
regained market capitalisation (m-cap) of Rs 
50,000 crore? 
A. SAIL 
B. ONGC 
C. GAIL 
D. IOCL 
E. BHEL 
 
Correct Answer: A. SAIL 
Explanation: Steel Authority of India Ltd 
(SAIL) has regained market capitalization (m-cap) 
of Rs 50,000 crore.It has also entered into the 
league of the top 100 most valued companies in 
terms of market capitalization.It stood at 78th 
position in the overall m-cap ranking with a 
market cap of Rs 55,529 crore, according to BSE 
data. 
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12. External Affairs Minister Dr. S Jaishankar 
participated in the G-7 Foreign Ministers' 
meeting through a video conference in May 
2021. Which among the following countries is 
not a part of the G7 group? 
A. Canada 
B. France 
C. India 
D. Japan 
E. Italy 
 
Correct Answer – C. India 
Explanation: External Affairs Minister Dr. S 
Jaishankar participated in the G-7 Foreign 
Ministers' meeting through a video conference 
on 5 May 2021.British Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson interacted with the participating Foreign 
Ministers in between the sessions. The meeting 
was a precursor to a G7 summit due to take place 
in June 2021.G-7 is an intergovernmental 
organization consisting of Canada, France, 
Germany, Italy, Japan, the United Kingdom, and 
the United States. 
 
13. A Morgan Stanley report expects WPI 
(Wholesale Price Index) inflation to have 
accelerated to how much per cent YoY in April 
2021 from 7.4% YoY in March? 
A. 7.9 
B. 8.3 
C. 8.7 
D. 9.1 
E. None of these 
 

Correct Answer – D. 9.1 
Explanation: A Morgan Stanley 
report expects WPI (Wholesale Price 
Index) inflation to have accelerated to 9.1% YoY 
in April 2021 from 7.4% YoY in March, led 
predominantly by a low base.The wholesale price 
index (WPI) is a measurement whereby inflation 
is measured based on price rise in a select few 
items.The report expects the country’s industrial 
production or IP to accelerate sharply. 

 
14. US electric vehicle maker Tesla Inc is 
developing a data platform for car owners of 
which country to access data generated by their 
vehicles? 
A. Italy 
B. India 
C. China 
D. France 
E. Russia 
 
Correct Answer – C. China 
Explanation:   US electric vehicle maker Tesla 
Inc is developing a data platform for car owners 
in China to access data generated by their 
vehicles.Tesla is making electric Model 3 sedans 
and Model Y sport-utility vehicles at its Shanghai 
factory.It aims to launch the data platform 
in 2021.Tesla, Inc. is an American electric vehicle 
and clean energy company based in Palo Alto, 
California. 
 
15. In May 2021, which of the following 
achieved the first successful touchdown of its 
prototype Starship rocket during the latest test 
flight of the next-generation launch vehicle in 
south Texas? 
A. Blue Origin 
B. NASA 
C. SpaceX  
D. JAXA 
E. Roscosmos 
 
Correct Answer: C. SpaceX 
Explanation: SpaceX achieved the first successful 
touchdown of its prototype Starship 
rocket during the latest test flight of the next-
generation launch vehicle in south Texas on 5 
May 2021.The Starship SN15 blasted off from the 
SpaceX launch site in Boca Chica, Texas, along the 
Gulf Coast.The feat marked a key milestone for 
the private rocket company of Elon Musk.
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7th May 2021 Quiz
1. Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) recently 
signed an MoU with __________for Supporting 
MT30 Marine Engine Business. 
A. Rolls-Royce 
B. Volkswagen 
C. General Motors 
D. Toyota 
E. Hyundai 
 
Correct Answer: A. Rolls-Royce 
Explanation: Hindustan Aeronautics Limited 
(HAL) and Rolls-Royce have signed an MoU to 
establish packaging, installation, marketing, and 
services support for Rolls-Royce MT30 marine 
engines in India. Through this MoU, Rolls-Royce 
and HAL will expand their long-standing 
partnership in India and work together in the 
area of marine applications for the first time. This 
partnership will leverage the rich experience 
of HAL’s IMGT (Industrial and Marine Gas 
Turbine) Division that works on marine gas 
turbines with Indian shipyards. 
 
About the MT30 marine engines 
The MT30 is billed as the world’s most power-
dense, best-in-class naval gas turbine currently in 
service with naval programmes worldwide in 
various propulsion arrangements across seven 
ship types.The MT30 has the potential to provide 
next-generation capabilities to the Indian Navy’s 
future fleet.The MT30 can deliver its full power 
of up to 40 MW in ambient temperatures up 
to 38 degrees Celsius, without any power 
degradation throughout the life of the ship. 
 
Important Points: 

 Hindustan Aeronautics Limited: CMD: R 
Madhavan; 

 Hindustan Aeronautics Limited HQ: 
Bengaluru; 

 Rolls-Royce CEO: Torsten Muller-Otvos; 

 Rolls-Royce Founder: Bayerische Motoren 
Werke AG; 

 Rolls-Royce Founded: 1904; 

 Rolls-Royce 
Headquarters: Westhampnett, United 
Kingdom. 

 
2. All India Chess Federation launched an 
initiative to help the chess community affected 
by the pandemic. What is it called? 
A. Checkmate Initiative 
B. Capture the fight Initiative 
C. Closed Game Initiative 
D. Checkmate Covid Initiative 
E. Counterattack Initiative 
 
Correct Answer: D. Checkmate Covid Initiative 
Explanation: The All India Chess Federation has 
launched the ‘Checkmate Covid Initiative’ to help 
the chess community affected by the pandemic. 
The initiative was launched at an online event in 
the presence of FIDE (World Chess 
Federation) president Arkady Dvorkovich, five-
time world champion Viswanathan Anand, World 
Rapid Chess Champion Koneru Humpy, AICF 
president Sanjay Kapoor and secretary Bharat 
Singh Chauhan. The idea is to not just help the 
chess community affected by COVID through 
financial aid, but also have a team of doctors that 
works round-the-clock to provide the right 
assistance. 
 
Important Points: 

 All India Chess Federation 
President: Sanjay Kapoor; 

 All India Chess Federation Headquarters 
location: Chennai; 

 All India Chess Federation Founded: 1951. 
 
3. The top Oil and Gas PSUs of India, have inked 
a Memorandum of Understanding (MOUs) for 
construction and redevelopment of __________. 
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A. Kedarnath Dham 
B. Badrinath Dham 
C. Gangotri Dham 
D. Yamunotri Dham 
E. Kainchi Dham 
 
Correct Answer: B. Badrinath Dham 
Explanation: The top Oil and Gas PSUs of India, 
including IndianOil, BPCL, HPCL, ONGC and 
GAIL, have inked a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOUs) with the Shri Badrinath 
Utthan Charitable Trust, for Construction and 
Redevelopment of Shri Badrinath Dham in 
Uttarakhand as a Spiritual Smart hill Town. 
 
Under the MoUs: 
These PSUs will contribute Rs. 99.60 crore in the 
first phase of the project.Phase I will include 
developmental activities such as river 
embankment work, building all-terrain vehicular 
path, building bridges, beautifying existing 
bridges, establishing gurukul facilities with 
accommodation, creating toilet and drinking 
water facilities, installing streetlights, mural 
paintings etc.The initiative is part of the 
Government’s effort to boost tourism by 
attracting more tourists, which in turn would 
strengthen the economy of the state. The 
rejuvenation work of Shri Badrinath Dham is 
expected to be completed within a span of three-
year time. 
 
4. Abhilasha Patil passed away due to Covid-19 
recently. She was a/an ___________. 
A. Actress 
B. Film Editor 
C. Action Director 
D. Musician 
E. Stuntwomen 
 
Correct Answer: A. Actress 
Explanation: Actress Abhilasha Patil, who 
featured in films like ‘Good Newwz’, ‘Badrinath Ki 
Dulhania’ and ‘Chhichhore’, passed away due to 
Covid-19 complications. She was in her early 40s. 

Apart from Bollywood movies, Patil also 
appeared in Marathi films such as ‘Te Aath 
Diwas’, Bayko Deta Ka Bayko’, ‘Prawaas’, ‘Pipsi’ 
and ‘Tujha Majha Arrange Marriage’. 
 
5. Where is the first-ever India-France-Australia 
Trilateral Foreign Ministerial Dialogue was held? 
A. New York 
B. Delhi 
C. Italy 
D. London 
E. Washington 
 
Correct Answer: D. London 
Explanation: The first-ever India-France-Australia 
Trilateral Foreign Ministerial Dialogue was held in 
London, UK, on the sidelines of the G7 Foreign 
Ministers’ Meeting. The meeting was attended 
by External Affairs Minister, Dr S. Jaishankar from 
India, France’s Minister for Europe and Foreign 
Affairs, Mr Jean-Yves Le Drian and Australia’s 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, Senator Marise 
Payne.The France, India, Australia trilateral meet 
was launched in September 2020 at Foreign 
Secretaries’ levels but has been elevated to 
ministerial level within one year of its inception. 
It has three joint priorities which are maritime 
security, environment, and multilateralism. 
 
G7 foreign ministers meeting 
The G7 foreign ministers meeting is the first in-
person meeting of foreign minister of the 
grouping amid pandemic, with the last such 
meeting taking place in 2019.Members of the G7 
are Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the 
United Kingdom, and the United States.The host 
nation UK invited India, Australia, South Korea, 
South Africa and the secretary-General of the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
to be part of this meet. 
 
6. The Micro-Finance Institutions (MFIs) of what 
asset size will be eligible for Small Finance 
Banks’ priority sector lending (PSL)? 
A. Rs. 100 Crores 
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B. Rs. 200 Crores 
C. Rs. 300 Crores 
D. Rs. 400 Crores 
E. Rs. 500 Crores 
 
Correct Answer: E. Rs. 500 Crores 
Explanation: RBI permitted the Small Finance 
Banks’ (SFBs) lending to Micro-Finance 
Institutions (MFIs) for on-lending to individuals 
under the classification of priority sector lending 
(PSL) for which the MFIs need to have Rs 500 
crore asset size.Currently, the SFB’s PSL is not 
permitted for MFIs for on-lending.This facility is 
made to be available up to March 31, 2022. 
 
7. Who has been appointed as the chief minister 
of Tamil Nadu? 
A. Edappadi K. Palaniswami 
B. MK Stalin 
C. Kanimozhi Karunanidhi 
D. P. Geetha Jeevan 
E. Kayalvizhi Selvaraj 
 
Correct Answer: B. MK Stalin 
Explanation: Tamil Nadu governor Banwarilal 
Purohit has appointed Dravida Munnetra 
Kazhagam (DMK) chief MK Stalin as the chief 
minister of Tamil Nadu.The 68-year-old is the son 
of the former five-term Tamil Nadu chief 
minister, the late M Karunanidhi.The DMK-led 
alliance won 159 seats, well ahead of the 
majority mark of 118 seats. The party alone won 
133 seats in the election.In the 2019 Lok Sabha 
elections, Stalin led the United Progressive 
Alliance (UPA), of which the DMK is a 
constituent, to victory in 38 out of 39 
parliamentary seats in Tamil Nadu. 
 
8. Former Union Minister Ajit Singh has passed 
away recently belong to which political party? 
A. BJP 
B. Congress 
C. Samajwadi Party 
D. Bahujan Samaj Party 
E. Rashtriya Lok Dal  

 
Correct Answer: E. Rashtriya Lok Dal 
Explanation: Former Union Minister and 
Rashtriya Lok Dal (RLD) founder and leader Ajit 
Singh has passed away battling COVID-19. He was 
the son of former Prime Minister of India, 
Chaudhary Charan Singh.Ajit Singh had served as 
Minister of Commerce & Industry under Prime 
Minister V. P. Singh; Minister of Food Processing 
Industries in P. V. Narasimha Rao’s cabinet; 
Minister of Agriculture in Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s 
government and Minister of Civil Aviation in 
Manmohan Singh’s cabinet. 
 
9. Who has been appointed as the Director of 
the Indian Institute of Rice Research (IIRR)? 
A. K Srinivas Rao 
B. K Kousalya 
C. Sudha Nair 
D. Raman Meenakshi Sundaram 
E. Uday Kumar 
 
Correct Answer: D. Raman Meenakshi 
Sundaram 
Explanation: Raman Meenakshi Sundaram has 
been appointed as Director of the Indian Institute 
of Rice Research (IIRR), an arm of the Indian 
Council of Agricultural Research.Prior to this 
elevation, he was working as Principal Scientist 
(Biotechnology) at the institute crop 
Improvement Section.He is a scientist of global 
repute working in the area of rice biotechnology, 
molecular breeding, and genomics and has over 
160 research papers in national and international 
journals of repute and has published several 
books, book chapters and popular articles. 
 
10. The Nation’s first ‘Drive in Vaccination 
Center’ was inaugurated by MP Rahul Shewale 
in _____ 
A. Indore 
B. New Delhi 
C. Mumbai 
D. Ahmedabad 
E. Nagpur  
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Correct Answer: C. Mumbai 
Explanation: The Nation’s first ‘Drive in 
Vaccination Center’ was inaugurated by MP 
Rahul Shewale in Mumbai. This center has been 
set up in the parking lot of Kohinoor Square 
Tower at Dadar.This first of its kind ‘Drive-in 
Vaccination Center’ facility has been made 
available to the citizens at a time when people 
with disabilities are facing difficulties in getting to 
the vaccination center. 
 
11. Which of the following has unveiled the 
world’s first 2nm process chip? 
A. Accenture 
B. IBM 
C. Intel 
D. Micron 
E. MediaTek 
 
Correct Answer: B. IBM 
Explanation: IBM has unveiled the world’s first 
2nm process chip.The 2nm here refers to the size 
of transistors on a chip.The new 2nm 
chip holds 333 million transistors per square 
millimeter.So, a chip, of the size of a fingernail 
(150 square millimeters in this context) can hold 
as many as 50 billion transistors.  
 
12. Which of the following is introducing a new 
feature of “4 digit security code" in its 
application from May 8, 2021? 
A. Jeevan Seva App 
B. CoWIN system 
C. Aarogya Setu App 
D. UMANG App 
E. COVID CARE App 
 
Correct Answer: B. CoWIN system 
Explanation: The CoWIN system is introducing 
a new feature of “4 digit security code" in the 
CoWIN application from May 8, 2021.After 
verification, if the beneficiary has been found as 
eligible, before administering the vaccine dose, 
the verifier/vaccinator will ask the beneficiary 

about his/her 4 digit code and then enter the 
same in the CoWIN system to correctly record 
the vaccination status.It has been noticed in 
some instances that citizens who had booked 
their appointment for COVID-19 vaccination 
through the CoWIN portal but did not actually go 
for vaccination on the scheduled date have 
received SMS notification that a vaccine dose has 
been administered to them. 
 
13. The CM of which state launched COVID-19 
helpline 'Mukhyamantri Sewa Sankalp Helpline 
1100' in May 2021? 
A. Andhra Pradesh 
B. Bihar 
C. Odisha 
D. Himachal Pradesh 
E. Gujarat 
 
Correct Answer: D. Himachal Pradesh 
Explanation: Himachal Pradesh CM Jai Ram 
Thakur launched COVID-19 helpline 
'Mukhyamantri Sewa Sankalp Helpline 1100' on 6 
May 2021 in Shimla.It is for facilitating the people 
regarding COVID-related issues.The callers can 
call from 7 am to 10 pm for seeking help 
regarding COVID-related issues.The call executive 
would register the complaint and contact 
concerned authorities for providing help. 
 
Himachal Pradesh: 

 Chief Minister - Jai Ram Thakur. 

 Governor - Bandaru Dattatreya. 

 Number of Districts - 12 
 
14. In May 2021, which of the following has 
barred six entities from the capital markets for 
two years for indulging in manipulative trading 
in the shares of Biocon Limited in the cash 
market? 
A. SEBI 
B. IRDAI 
C. RBI 
D. PFRDA 
E. NABARD 
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Correct Answer: A. SEBI 
Explanation: SEBI has barred six entities from the 
capital markets for two years for indulging in 
manipulative trading in the shares of Biocon 
Limited in the cash market.Those banned are 
Gangwal Sunil Kumar, Vihit Investment, Mohd 
Faisal, AKG Securities and Consultancy, 
Paramount Incorporation, and Minesh 
Jormalbhai Mehta.In addition, the regulator has 
imposed a penalty of Rs 10 lakh each on 
them.SEBI is the regulator of the securities and 
commodity market in India owned by the 
Government of India. It was established on 12 
April 1988.It is headquartered in Mumbai. 
 
15. In May 2021, which state announced that 
tests like CT scan, medicines, injections, oxygen, 
etc. shall be made available free of cost to poor 
COVID patients? 
A. Chhattisgarh   

B. Rajasthan 
C. Madhya Pradesh 
D. Uttar Pradesh 
E. Andhra Pradesh   
 
Correct Answer: C. Madhya Pradesh 
Explanation: The Madhya Pradesh government is 
launching a new scheme to provide free 
treatment to poor COVID patients.Under the 
scheme, the poor and common people of the 
state, including even the middle class, will be 
able to get free treatment for COVID-19 in the 
contracted private hospitals.Tests like CT scan, 
medicines, injections, oxygen, etc. shall be made 
available free of cost. 
Madhya Pradesh: 
Chief Minister - Shivraj Singh Chouhan. 
Governor - Anandiben Patel. 
Number of Districts - 52. 
Lok Sabha seats - 29. 
Rajya Sabha seats – 11. 

 

8th May 2021 Quiz
1. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has excluded 
Lakshmi Vilas Bank (LVB) from the Second 
Schedule of the RBI Act after it was merged with 
which of the following bank? 
A. SBI Bank 
B. DBS Bank 
C. IDBI Bank 
D. HDFC Bank 
E. Yes Bank 
 
Correct Answer: B. DBS Bank 
Explanation: The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has 
excluded Lakshmi Vilas Bank (LVB) from the 
Second Schedule of the RBI Act after it was 
merged with DBS Bank India Ltd (DBIL) last year. 
A bank mentioned in the Second Schedule of the 
Reserve Bank of India Act is known as ‘Scheduled 
Commercial Bank’. 
 
Why did this happen? 

Last year in November, the government had 
approved the merger of crisis-ridden Lakshmi 
Vilas Bank with DBS Bank India. The RBI had also 
superseded the board of the LVB and appointed 
T N Manoharan, former non-executive chairman 
of Canara Bank, as the administrator of the bank 
for 30 days.LVB is the second private sector bank 
after Yes Bank which has run into rough weather 
during this year.In March, capital-starved Yes 
Bank was placed under a moratorium. The 
government rescued Yes Bank by asking the 
state-run State Bank of India to infuse Rs 7,250 
crore and take a 45 per cent stake in the bank. 
 
Important Points: 

 Lakshmi Vilas Bank 
Headquarters: Chennai, Tamil Nadu. 

 Lakshmi Vilas Bank Founded: 1926. 
 
2. What is the theme of World Migratory Bird 
Day 2021? 
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A. Sing, Fly, Soar – Like a Bird 
B. Birds Connect Our World 
C. Protect Birds: Be the Solution to Plastic 
Pollution! 
D. Their Future is Our Future – A Healthy Planet 
for Migratory Birds and People 
E. Energy – make it bird-friendly! 
 
Correct Answer – A. Sing, Fly, Soar – Like a Bird 
Explanation: World Migratory Bird Day 2021 is 

observed globally on 8 May. The aim of the day is 

to raise awareness of migratory birds and the 

importance of international cooperation to 

conserve them.“Sing, Fly, Soar – Like a Bird!” is 

the theme of this year’s World Migratory Bird 

Day. The 2021 World Migratory Bird Day theme is 

an invitation to people everywhere to connect 

and re-connect with nature by actively listening 

to – and watching birds – wherever they are. At 

the same time, the theme appeals to people 

around the world to use their own voices and 

creativity to express their shared appreciation of 

birds and nature.This day is organized by a 

collaborative partnership among two UN treaties 

the Convention on Migratory Species (CMS) and 

the African-Eurasian Migratory Waterbird 

Agreement (AEWA) and the Colorado-based non-

profit organization, Environment for the 

Americas (EFTA). This day is a global campaign 

dedicated to raising awareness of migratory birds 

and the need for international cooperation to 

conserve them. 

3. How many members are present in the 
advisory group to assist the second Regulatory 
Review Authority (RRA 2.0) constituted by RBI?
  
A. 3 
B. 4 
C. 5  
D. 6 
E. 8 

 

Correct Answer – D. 6 
Explanation: The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) will 

be set up a new Regulations Review Authority 

(RRA 2.0) from May 1, 2021, to review the 

regulations, circulars, reporting systems and 

compliance procedures of the central bank for 

streamlining them and making them more 

effective. The RRA will be set up for a period 

of one year unless the timeline is extended by 

the RBI. 

About the Regulations Review Authority: 

M Rajeshwar Rao, Deputy Governor, RBI will be 

the head of the Regulations Review 

Authority.RRA will be tasked with making 

regulatory and supervisory instructions more 

effective by removing redundancies and 

duplications if any.It must be noted that prior to 

this, a similar RRA was set up by RBI on April 1, 

1999, for a period of one year to review the 

regulations, circulars, reporting systems, based 

on the feedback from the public, banks, and 

financial institutions. 

Important Points: 

RBI 25th Governor: Shaktikant Das; 

Headquarters: Mumbai; Founded: 1 April 1935, 

Kolkata. 

4. Who among the following has sworn in as 
Chief Minister of Puducherry? 
A. Sarbananda Sonowal 

B. Muthuvel Karunanidhi Stalin 

C. Mamata Banerjee 

D. N Rangasamy 

E. Pinarayi Vijayan 

Correct Answer – D. N Rangasamy 
Explanation: The All India NR Congress 

(AINRC) founder leader N Rangasamy has been 
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sworn in as the Chief Minister of the Union 

Territory of Puducherry, for a record fourth time, 

on May 07, 2021. N Rangasamy was 

administered the oath of office and secrecy by 

Lieutenant governor (additional charge) Tamilisai 

Soundararajan. Prior to this, the 71-year-old 

served as Chief Minister of Puducherry from 

2001 to 2008 as a member of the Indian National 

Congress and then from 2011 to 2016 as a 

member of AINRC. It will be the first time that 

Rangasamy will be heading a coalition cabinet, 

National Democratic Alliance (NDA) in the UT, 

which has members from BJP and AINRC. 

5. World Red Cross and Red Crescent Day is 
observed every year on __________. 
A. 6 May 

B. 7 May 

C. 8 May 

D. 9 May 

E. 10 May 

Correct Answer – C. 8 May 
Explanation: The World Red Cross and Red 

Crescent Day is observed every year on 8 

May. The day aims to celebrate the principles of 

the International Red Cross and Red Crescent 

Movement, to reduce the suffering of people and 

enabling them to lead a dignified life with 

independence, humanity, impartiality, 

universality, unity and neutrality.Theme 2021 

World Red Cross and Red Crescent 

Day: ‘Unstoppable’ 

History of the day: 

The day also marks the anniversary of the birth 

of Henry Dunant (8 May 1828), who was the 

founder of the International Committee of the 

Red Cross (ICRC). He was the recipient of the first 

Nobel Peace Prize. 

Important Points: 

 President of the ICRC: Peter Maurer. 

 Headquarters of ICRC: Geneva, 

Switzerland. 

6. According to UN Study, Online share of retail 
sales jumps to how much percent amid 
lockdowns? 
A. 19% 

B. 20% 

C. 21% 

D. 22% 

E. 23% 

Correct Answer – A. 19% 
Explanation:  According to a study conducted by 

UN, the Online sales accounted for nearly a fifth 

of total retail turnover last year as lockdowns to 

combat the spread of the coronavirus pandemic 

fuelled a boom in e-commerce.Online sales 

accounted for 19% of overall retail sales in 2020, 

up from 16% a year earlier, according to 

estimates from the UN Conference on Trade and 

Development (UNCTAD) based on national 

statistical offices in major economies.South 

Korea reported the highest share at 25.9%, up 

from 20.8% the year before. China had a 24.9% 

share, Britain 23.3% and the United States 14.0%. 

7. Who has been honored with the Jean 
Hersholt Humanitarian Award, an Oscar statue, 
at the 93rd Academy Awards 2021 Ceremony? 
A. Tyler Perry 

B. Diane Keaton 

C. Tom Selleck 

D. Kevin Costner 

E. Jennifer Garne  

Correct Answer – A. Tyler Perry 

Explanation:  American Actor Tyler Perry 

received the Jean Hersholt Humanitarian Award, 

http://www.ixammr.com/
http://bit.ly/ixammrapp


 
 

Ixammr – India’s No.1 Sarkari Exam Prep. App – Free Mock Test | Topics Wise Quizzes | E-Books & Free PDFs 
 

 
Copyright 2021 @ www.ixammr.com 

an Oscar statue, at the 93rd Academy Awards 

2021 Ceremony.He was honoured for his 

contribution towards the recovery of the 

entertainment industry amid the COVID-19 

pandemic.The Jean Hersholt Humanitarian 

Award is presented to an individual in the motion 

picture industry whose humanitarian efforts have 

brought credit to the industry.The award is 

named after Danish actor and translator Jean 

Pierre Carl Buron, professionally known as ‘Jean 

Hersholt’, who was a philanthropist. 

8. Startup Incubation and Innovation Centre 
(SIIC) of which IIT has launched ‘Mission Bharat 
O2’ challenge to develop indigenous solutions 
for solving India’s oxygen crisis? 
A. IIT Kharagpur 

B. IIT Bombay 

C. IIT Kanpur 

D. IIT Madras 

E. IIT Delhi 

Correct Answer – C. IIT Kanpur 
Explanation: Startup Incubation and Innovation 

Centre (SIIC) of Indian Institute of Technology 

(IIT) Kanpur, has launched ‘Mission Bharat O2’ 

challenge to develop indigenous solutions for 

solving India’s oxygen crisis.SIIC aims to support 

innovative minds of India to set up more than 

20,000 oxygen generation units and work with a 

set of manufacturers in different regions of India 

with a target production capacity of 100 units per 

day. 

9. With which entity the National Dairy 
Development Board (NDDB) signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to 
promote efficient renewable technologies in the 
dairy industry? 
A. Energy Efciency Services Ltd (EESL) 
B. Power Finance Corporation Limited 
C. Indian Renewable Energy Development 

Agency 
D. Power Grid Corporation of India 
E. None of the above 
 

Correct Answer – A. Energy Efciency Services Ltd 
(EESL) 
Explanation:  The National Dairy Development 

Board (NDDB) signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) with Energy Efficiency 

Services Ltd (EESL) virtually to promote efficient 

renewable technologies in the dairy 

industry.NDDB and EESL will work to design and 

develop innovative energy-efficient business 

solutions (innovative business models) for dairy 

cooperative institutions.They collaborate with 

different agencies for adopting non-conventional 

energy-generating facilities for the disposal of 

crop residues/agricultural waste and bio waste in 

an environment-friendly manner. 

10. The Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting announced a year-long 
celebrations to Mark birth centenary of which 
filmmaker? 
A. Soumitra Chatterjee 

B. Rajesh Khanna 

C. Satyam Kushwaha 

D. Satyajit Ray 

E. Priyadarshan 

Correct Answer – D. Satyajit Ray 
Explanation:  In a homage to Satyajit Ray, the 

Ministry of Information and Broadcasting on 

Friday announced that it will organise year-long 

celebrations across India and abroad to mark the 

100th birth anniversary of the legendary 

filmmaker.Satyaji Ray (May 2, 1921-April 23, 

1992) was a renowned filmmaker, writer, 

illustrator, graphic designer and music 

composer.He started his career in advertising 

and found inspiration for his first film, Pather 
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Panchali, while illustrating the children's version 

of the novel by Bibhutibhushan Bandopadhyay. 

11. Which of the following has given permission 
for the emergency use of drug 2-deoxy-D-
glucose (2-DG) as an adjunct therapy in 
moderate to severe Covid-19 cases? 
A. WHO India 
B. Indian Council of Medical Research 
C. Drugs Controller General of India 
D. CDC 
E. Therapeutic Goods Administration 
 
Correct Answer: C. Drugs Controller General of 
India 
Explanation: The Drugs Controller General of 

India (DCGI) has given permission for the 

emergency use of drug 2-deoxy-D-glucose (2-

DG) as an adjunct therapy in moderate to severe 

Covid-19 cases.Being a generic molecule and 

analogue of glucose, it can be easily produced 

and made available in plenty.An adjunct therapy 

refers to an alternative treatment that is used 

together with the primary treatment.  

12. In view of COVID-19, the government has 
relaxed the provisions of the Income-tax 
Act. Now, all hospitals, nursing units, 
dispensaries, and COVID care centres will be 
able to accept cash over how many rupees from 
the patients? 
A. 1 lakh 
B. 1.5 lakh 
C. 2 lakh 
D. 2.5 lakh 
E. 3.0 lakh 
 
Correct Answer – C. 2 lakh 
Explanation: In view of COVID-19, the 

government has relaxed the provisions of the 

Income-tax Act.Now, all hospitals, nursing units, 

dispensaries, and COVID care centres will be able 

to accept cash over two lakh rupees from the 

patients.The patient and the payee will have to 

submit PAN and Aadhaar for such payments.The 

relaxation has been granted between 1st April to 

31st May 2021. 

13. The Maharashtra government has already 
started planning and gearing up for the third 
wave of COVID-19. Who is the CM of 
Maharashtra? 
A. Anil Deshmukh 
B. Aaditya Thackeray 
C. Uddhav Thackeray 
D. Tirath Singh Rawat 
E. M. K. Stalin 
 

Correct Answer – C. Uddhav Thackeray 
Explanation: The Maharashtra govt has already 

started planning and gearing up for the third 

wave of COVID-19.Experts have warned that the 

third wave of Covid-19 is likely to 

impact children.In view of this apprehension, 

the Maharashtra government has decided to set 

up a paediatric task force.Various facilities 

like beds, paediatric ventilators, special newborn 

care units beds etc. will be set up. 

Maharashtra: 

 Chief Minister - Uddhav Thackeray. 

 Governor - Bhagat Singh Koshyari. 

 Number of Districts - 36. 

 Lok Sabha seats - 48. 

 Rajya Sabha seats - 19. 

14. Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak 
Committee (SGPC) is setting up an oxygen plant 
at Shri Guru Ramdas Medical College in which 
city? 
A. Jalandhar 
B. Ludhiana 
C. Amritsar 
D. Bathinda 
E. Chandigarh 
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Correct Answer – C. Amritsar 
Explanation:  Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak 

Committee (SGPC) has decided to set up oxygen 

plant as well as provide services through oxygen 

concentrators for the treatment of Covid-19 

patients.The SGPC is setting up an oxygen plant 

at Shri Guru Ramdas Medical College 

in Amritsar.The approval has also been taken 

from the central government and two big 

generators have also been purchased.  

15. In May 2021, who was elected as the 
Speaker of the West Bengal Legislative 
Assembly? 
A. Amiya Nath Bose 
B. Sisir Kumar Bose 

C. Biman Bandopadhyay 
D. Krishna Bose 
E. Amit Mitra 
 
Correct Answer: C. Biman Bandopadhyay 
Explanation: Trinamool Congress MLA Biman 

Bandopadhyay was elected as the Speaker of the 

West Bengal Legislative Assembly on 8 May 

2021.He has been elected for the third 

consecutive term.The cabinet ministers will be 

taking oath at the Raj Bhavan on 10 May 

2021.The first cabinet meeting will be held at the 

state secretariat after the ceremony. 

9th & 10th May 2021 Quiz
1. Which European country hosted the India-
European Union Leaders’ Meeting that was 
attended by PM Narendra Modi, held in a 
hybrid format? 
A. France 
B. Spain 
C. Portugal 
D. Italy 
E. Belgium 
 
Correct Answer- C. Portugal 
Explanation- Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

participated in the India-EU Leaders’ Meeting, 

held in a hybrid format. The India-European 

Union Leaders’ Meeting is hosted by 

Portugal.Portugal currently holds the chair of the 

grouping.PM Modi attended the event at the 

invitation of the President of the European 

Council Mr Charles Michel.The leaders of all the 

27 EU Member States, as well as the President of 

the European Council and the European 

Commission, participated in the meeting. This is 

the first time that the EU hosted a meeting with 

India in the EU+27 format. 

2. Who has been named as the “Sportswoman 
of the Year” at the 2021 Laureus World Sports 
Awards? 
A. Naomi Osaka 
B. Ashleigh Barty 
C. Serena Williams 
D. Megan Rapinoe 
E. Sam Kerr 
 
Correct Answer- A. Naomi Osaka 
Explanation- World number two tennis player 
Naomi Osaka of Japan has been named 
“Sportswoman of the Year” at the 2021 Laureus 
World Sports Awards. This is Osaka’s second 
Laureus Sports Awards. In 2019, she won the 
“Breakthrough of the Year” award. 
 
3. Who has been sworn in as the Chief Minister 
of the Union Territory of Puducherry, for a 
record fourth time? 
A. N Rangasamy 
B. A. Namassivayam 
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C. A. Anbalagan 
D. V. Narayanasamy 
E. M. Vaithianathan 
 
Correct Answer- A. N Rangasamy 
Explanation- The All India NR Congress (AINRC) 
founder leader N Rangasamy has been sworn in 
as the Chief Minister of the Union Territory of 
Puducherry, for a record fourth time, on May 07, 
2021.N Rangasamy was administered the oath of 
office and secrecy by Lieutenant governor 
(additional charge) Tamilisai Soundararajan.Prior 
to this, the 71-year-old served as Chief Minister 
of Puducherry from 2001 to 2008 as a member of 
the Indian National Congress and then from 2011 
to 2016 as a member of AINRC. 
 
4. Name the Indian personality who has been 
selected for the Arline Pacht Global Vision 
Award for 2021? 
A. Gita Mittal 
B. Ranjana Desai 
C. R. Banumathi 
D. Indu Malhotra 
E. Indira Banerjee 
 
Correct Answer- A. Gita Mittal 
Explanation- Former Chief Justice of Jammu & 
Kashmir High Court, Justice Gita Mittal, has been 
declared as one of the two recipients of the 
Arline Pacht Global Vision Award for 2021.The 
Award will be presented at IAWJ’s Biennial 
Conference during the virtual opening ceremony 
on May 7, 2021.She shares the honour with 
Margarita Luna Ramos from Mexico.International 
Association of Women Judges (IAWJ) instituted 
this award in 2016. Justice Mittal would be the 
first Indian judge to receive the award.Award is 
presented to a sitting/retired woman judge to 
recognize her contribution to IAWJ. 
 
5. Which ministry has issued a notification 
mandating all State/UT Governments to issue a 
certificate of disability through online mode 
only using Unique Disability ID Portal (UDID 

Portal) – www.swavlambancard.gov.in, from 
June 1, 2021? 
A. Ministry of Home Affairs 
B. Ministry of Finance 
C. Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment 
D. Ministry of Law 
E. Ministry of Electronics and Information 
Technology 
 
Correct Answer- C. Ministry of Social Justice & 
Empowerment 
Explanation- The Ministry of Social Justice & 
Empowerment (MoSJE) has issued a notification 
mandating all State/UT Governments to issue a 
certificate of disability through online mode only 
using Unique Disability ID Portal (UDID Portal) – 
(www.swavlambancard.gov.in) from June 1, 
2021.The requirement of a Certificate of 
disability is mandated under the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016 (RPwD Act, 
2016).Using the certificate, people with 
disabilities can avail benefits of different 
government schemes.The sector has been 
demanding online issuance of certificates, as 
people with disabilities were unable to get 
certificates due to prevalent restrictions in 
Pandemic times.Department of Health, and 
Department which deals with disability matters 
in States/UTs will ensure the compliance of the 
notification. 
 
6. In May 2021, which country has successfully 
completed phase one trials of EXO-CD24 drug 
for COVID 19? 
A. Armenia 
B. Saudi Arabia 
C. Israel 
D. Yemen 
E. Turkey 
 
Correct Answer- C. Israel 
Explanation- A new coronavirus treatment being 
developed in Israel's Tel Aviv’s Ichilov Medical 
Center has successfully completed phase one 
trials.It has helped numerous moderate-to-
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serious cases of COVID-19 quickly recover from 
the disease.The EXO-CD24 substance had been 
administered to 30 patients whose conditions 
were moderate or worse. 
All 30 of them recovered. 
Israel: 

 Capital - Jerusalem. 

 Currency - Israeli Shekel. 

 President - Reuven Rivlin. 

 Prime Minister - Benjamin Netanyahu. 

 National Sport - Association football. 
 
7. In Tennis, who defeated world number one 
Ashleigh Barty to win the Madrid Open for the 
first time in May 2021? 
A. Victoria Azarenka 
B. Elina Svitolina 
C. Simona Halep 
D. Aryna Sabalenka 
E. Sofia Kenin 
 
Correct Answer- D. Aryna Sabalenka 
Explanation- In Tennis, Aryna 
Sabalenka defeated world number one Ashleigh 
Barty to win the Madrid Open for the first time 
on 9 May 2021.German World number 
six Alexander Zverev registered a come-from-
behind win to clinch his second Madrid Open title 
on 9 May 2021.Alexander Zverev 
defeated Matteo Berrettini in the final of Madrid 
Open 2021.In the women’s doubles final, Barbora 
Krejcikova and Katerina Siniakova, both from the 
Czech Republic, defeated Gabriela Dabrowski of 
Canada and Demi Schuurs of France 6-4, 6-3. 
 
8. According to preliminary data of the 
Commerce Ministry, India's exports grew by 
how much per cent to $7.04 billion during the 
first week of May 2021? 
A. 70 
B. 75 
C. 80 
D. 85 
E. 90 
 

Correct Answer- C. 80 
Explanation- Continuing a positive growth, 
India's exports grew by 80 
percent to $7.04 billion during the first week 
of May 2021, according to preliminary data of 
the Commerce Ministry.Exports during May 1-7, 
2020 stood at $3.91 billion and $6.48 billion in 
the same week of May 2019, data 
showed.Imports too rose by 80.7 percent to 
$8.86 billion during May 1-7, 2021 as against 
$4.91 billion in 2020. 
 
9. In May 2021, Delhi-based fuel delivery startup 
FuelBuddy has acquired which of the following 
Bangalore-based fuel delivery startup? 
A. MyPetrolPump 
B. HP petrol pump 
C. PowerBaba 
D. Bharat Petroleum Corporation ltd 
E. Maniranjan Diesel Sales and Service Limited 
 
Correct Answer- A. MyPetrolPump 
Explanation- Delhi-based fuel delivery 
startup FuelBuddy has acquired Bangalore-
based fuel delivery 
startup MyPetrolPump.MyPetrolPump is a 
venture owned by ANB Fuels Pvt. Ltd., for a cash 
and stock consideration.It is a first-of-its-kind on-
demand fuel delivery service in 
India. FuelBuddy is an app-based tech-enabled 
platform that provides doorstep fuel delivery 
along with value-added services. 
 
10. In May 2021, Ola Foundation has partnered 
with which of the following to provide 
consumers with oxygen concentrators for free 
through its own app? 
A. HelpAge India 
B. People in Need 
C. Teach For India 
D. GiveIndia 
E. Smile Foundation 
 
Correct Answer- D. GiveIndia 
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Explanation-  Ola Foundation has partnered with 
online donation platform GiveIndia to provide 
consumers with oxygen concentrators for free 
through its own app.The service will start rolling 
out in Bengaluru from the third week of May 
2021 with an initial set of 500 oxygen 
concentrators.Ola and GiveIndia will scale it up 
across cities with up to 10,000 concentrators in 
the coming weeks. 
 
11. London-based property consultant Knight 
Frank has ranked ______and ______  in 32nd 
and 36th positions respectively in the Global 
Prime Residential Index. 
A. New Delhi and Mumbai 
B. Bengaluru and Mumbai 
C. Bengaluru and New Delhi 
D. New Delhi and Kanpur 
E. Kanpur and Bengaluru 
 
Correct Answer- A. New Delhi and Mumbai 
Explanation-London-based property 
consultant Knight Frank has ranked New Delhi 
and Mumbai in 32nd and 36th 
positions respectively in the Global Prime 
Residential Index. While Bengaluru moved down 
by four places in Q1 2021 and is ranked 40; Delhi 
and Mumbai dipped one place each in the same 
period.Three Chinese cities – Shenzhen, Shanghai 
and Guangzhou lead the index this quarter. 
Shenzhen recorded the strongest performing 
world region with a growth of 18.9%, while New 
York was the weakest performing market with 
negative 5.8% growth. Some of the world’s top 
metropolises, New York, Dubai, London, Paris 
and Hong Kong are seeing prices soften. New 
York was the weakest-performing global city 
during the period. 
 
About the Prime Global Cities Index: 
The Prime Global Cities Index is a valuation-based 
index-tracking movement in prime residential 
prices in local currency across 45-plus cities 
worldwide using Knight Frank’s global research 
network.The report said 26 cities witnessed a rise 

in prime residential prices in Q1 2021. Eleven 
cities registered double-digit priced growth up 
from just one a year ago. About 67 per cent of 
global cities registered flat or positive yearly price 
growth. 
Important Points: 

 Chairman and Managing Director at 
Knight Frank India: Shishir Baijal. 

 Knight Frank Headquarters: London, 
United Kingdom; 

 Knight Frank Founded: 1896; 

 Knight Frank Founders: Howard Frank, 
John Knight, William Rutley. 

 
12. In 2021, the United Nations General 
Assembly proclaimed ___________ the 
International Day of Argania. 
A. 6 May 
B. 7 May 
C. 8 May 
D. 9 May 
E. 10 May 
 
Correct Answer- E. 10 May 
Explanation- In 2021, the United Nations General 
Assembly proclaimed 10 May the International 
Day of Argania. The resolution, submitted by 
Morocco, was co-sponsored by 113 member 
states of the United Nations and adopted by 
consensus. The argan tree (Argania Spinosa) is a 
native species of the sub-Saharan region of 
Morocco, in the southwest of the country, which 
grows in arid and semiarid areas. 
 

The argan tree 
The argan tree is typically a multipurpose tree 
that supports income generation, increases 
resilience and improves climate adaptation, 
playing a very important role in achieving the 
three dimensions of sustainable development – 
economic, social and environmental – at the local 
level.The sustainable argan production sector 
contributes to the economic empowerment and 
financial inclusion of local communities, 
especially women living in rural areas. 
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Cooperatives are instrumental in promoting local 
job opportunities and can play an important role 
in contributing to food security and in eradicating 
poverty. 
 
History of the day: 
The United Nations Educational Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) designated in 
1988 the endemic production area as the 
Arganeraie Biosphere Reserve.Also, all know-how 
concerning the argan tree was inscribed in 2014 
on the UNESCO Representative List of the 
Intangible Cultural Heritage of 
Humanity.Moreover, in December 2018, FAO 
recognized the Argan-based agro-sylvo-pastoral 
system within the area of Ait Souab – Ait 
Mansour in Morocco as a Globally Important 
Agricultural Heritage System.And lastly, in 2021, 
the United Nations General Assembly proclaimed 
10 May the International Day of Argania. 
 
13. Which country’s participation in the 
Permanent Structured Cooperation (PESCO) 
defence initiative has been approved by the 
European Union recently? 
A. Norway 
B. Canada 
C. United States 
D. All of the above 
E. Both a & c 
 
Correct Answer- D. All of the above 
Explanation- The European Union recently 
approved the requests of Norway, Canada and 
the United States to participate in the Permanent 
Structured Cooperation (PESCO) defence 
initiative. This is the first time, the European bloc 
has allowed a third state to participate in the 
PESCO project. The countries will now participate 
in the Military Mobility Project in Europe. 
 
Military Mobility Project 
It is to aid the free movement of military units in 
the European Union through the improvement of 
infrastructure and removal of bureaucratic 

barriers. It mainly revolves around two areas 
namely bureaucratic barriers (like passport 
checks) and the requirement of advance notice. 
During a NATO emergency, the troops can move 
freely and fastly. However, during peacetime, 
advance notice is required. 
About PESCO: 
It is a part of the European Union security and 
defence policy. It was introduced based on the 
Treaty of the European Union introduced by 
the Treaty of Lisbon in 2009.  Around four-fifths 
of the PESCO members are also NATO members. 
NATO is North Atlantic Treaty Organisation.In 
November 2020, the European Union allowed 
non-EU members to participate in PESCO. 
Following this, Canada, the US and Norway had 
requested to participate in PESCO.Four of the 
states in the European Union declare themselves 
as neutral. They are Austria, Ireland, Finland and 
Sweden. 
 
14. Recently, who scaled Mount Everest for the 
25th time? 
A. Junko Tabei 
B. Kami Rita 
C. Achille Compagnoni 
D. Reinhold Messner  
E. Lino Lacedelli 
 
Correct Answer-  B. Kami Rita 
Explanation- Nepalese climber, Kami Rita has 
scaled Mount Everest for the 25th time, breaking 
his own record for the most ascents of the 
world’s highest peak. Rita, 51, first scaled Everest 
in 1994 and has been making the trip nearly 
every year since then. He is one of 
many Sherpa guides whose expertise and skills 
are vital to the safety and success of the 
hundreds of climbers. 
 
Important Points: 
Nepali name of Mt. Everest: Sagarmatha; 
Tibetan name: Chomolungma. 
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15. Where is the headquarters of the European 
Union situated? 
A. Athens, Greece 
B. Zürich, Switzerland 
C. Brussels, Belgium 
D. Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
E. Munich, Germany 
 
Correct Answer- C. Brussels, Belgium 
Explanation- The European Union (EU) is 
headquartered in Brussels, Belgium. The 
European Union (EU) is a political and economic 
union of 27 member states that are located 
primarily in Europe. 
 
16. Which state government has launched the 
first of its kind Auro Scholarship Programme of 
Sri Aurobindo Society for all the students of 
state? 
A. Assam 
B. West Bengal 
C. Tripura 
D. Jharkhand  
E. Bihar 
 
Correct Answer-  C. Tripura 
Explanation- Ratan Lal Nath, Education Minister 
of Tripura launched the first of its kind Auro 
Scholarship Programme of Sri Aurobindo Society 
for all the students of Tripura. The programme 
was launched at the virtual event organised by 
the Sri Aurobindo Society.Auro Scholar is the 
World’s first Micro Scholarship programme 
aimed to encourage the students to improve 
their learning.Sri Aurobindo Society partnered 
with the Government of Tripura to make the 
scholarship accessible to all the students of 
Tripura. 
 
17. Renowned personality Soli J Sorabjee passed 
away recently, he was former ______. 
A. Comptroller and Auditor General of India 
B. Attorney General 
C. Solicitor General 
D. Advocate General  

E. Chief Election Commissioner 
 
Correct Answer-  B. Attorney General 
Explanation- The former attorney general of 
India Soli J Sorabjee (91) passed away.Sorabjee 
was awarded Padma Vibhushan in 2002 for his 
defence of the freedom of expression and the 
protection of human rights.He was known for his 
contribution to the field of constitutional law.He 
had also helped India win in the International 
Court of Justice against Pakistan in the Atlantique 
downing case of 1999. 
 
18. Renowned personality Pandit Debu 
Chaudhuri has passed away following COVID-19 
related complications, he was a prominent 
______. 
A. Sitar Maestro 
B. Flute Maestr 
C. Veena Maestro 
D. Classical Singer  
E. Classical Dancer 
 
Correct Answer-  A. Sitar Maestro 
Explanation- Sitar Maestro Pandit 
Devabrata(Debu) Chaudhuri passed away at the 
age of 85 in Delhi due to covid-19.He was born in 
1935 in Mymensingh (now in Bangladesh).Pandit 
Debu Chaudhuri had been awarded the Padma 
Bhushan in 1992 for his contribution to arts.He 
has also won the Padma Shri and Sangeet Natak 
Akademi Award.He was also a teacher and 
writer, who penned six books.Apart from being 
an artist he was a disciple of Mushtaq Ali Khan. 
 
19. Maria Ressa is an investigative journalist and 
media executive of which country who has been 
named as the 2021 laureate of the 
UNESCO/Guillermo Cano World Press Freedom 
Prize? 
A. Japan 
B. Taiwan 
C. Philippines 
D. Singapore  
E. Thailand 
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Correct Answer-  C. Philippines 
Explanation- Investigative journalist and media 
executive Maria Ressa of the Philippines has 
been named as the 2021 laureate of the 
UNESCO/Guillermo Cano World Press Freedom 
Prize 2021.The $25,000 prize “recognizes 
outstanding contributions to the defence or 
promotion of press freedom especially in the face 
of danger,” according to UNESCO.The prize was 
named after Guillermo Cano Isaza, the 
Colombian journalist.Over a career spanning 
more than thirty years, Ressa has worked as 
CNN’s lead investigative reporter for Asia and the 
head of ABS-CBN News and Current Affairs.She 
has also been involved in many international 
initiatives to promote press freedom.In recent 
years, she has been the target of online attacks 
and judicial processes relating to her 
investigative reporting and status as manager of 
online outlet Rappler. 

 
20. In May 2021, which of the has introduced 
Tip Jar, a new feature that makes it easy for 
users to send money to their favourite creators 
on the micro-blogging service? 
A. Facebook 
B. Twitter  
C. LinkedIn 
D. Pinterest  
E. SlideShare 
 
Correct Answer-  B. Twitter 
Explanation- Twitter on 6 May 2021 introduced 
Tip Jar, a new feature that makes it easy for users 
to send money to their favourite creators on 
the micro-blogging service.Users will be able to 
connect their Twitter accounts with Tip Jar to 
their accounts on Bandcamp, Cash App, Patreon, 
PayPal or Venmo.Twitter will take no cut of 
money sent through the feature.

 

11th May 2021 Quiz
1. Which company has received RBI approval for 
the prepaid payment business? 
A. PayPal 
B. Ola 
C. Paytm 
D. Bajaj Finance 
E. Cholamandalam 
 
Correct Answer: C. Italy 
Explanation: Bajaj Finance is all set to join the 
likes of Paytm and Amazon in the prepaid 
payment segment with the Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) approving the non-bank lender’s foray with 
perpetual validity.The move is part of Bajaj 
Finance’s broader strategy to expand its digital 
offerings. RBI has granted authorization to the 
Company for issuance and operation of semi-
closed Prepaid Payment Instruments with 
perpetual validity. 
 
About the Prepaid payment instrument:  

 A semi-closed PPI is effectively a digital 
wallet but one through which 
transactions can flow to merchants and 
establishments other than the one 
offering the wallet services. 

 The wallet will become a part of Bajaj Pay, 
which is the company’s bid to provide an 
integrated platform for all payments 
solutions. 

 Semi-closed System PPIs allow you to 
make payments to multiple merchants 
through the platform. 

 Cash withdrawal services, however, still 
remain prohibited. 

Important Points: 

 Bajaj Finance Headquarters: Pune, 
Maharashtra; 

 Bajaj Finance CEO: Sanjiv Bajaj. 
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2. What is the name of the exclusive 
psychological counselling app launched for 
students and parents of CBSE-affiliated schools? 

A. Manastha 
B. Betterlyf 
C. Mind Voyage 
D. Talkspace 
E. Dost for Life 
 
Correct Answer – E. Dost for Life 
Explanation: Central Board of Secondary 
Education (CBSE) has launched a new mobile app 
for students and parents. The new app ‘Dost for 
Life’ is an exclusive psychological counselling app 
for students and parents of CBSE-affiliated 
schools. The new App will simultaneously cater 
to students and parents from CBSE-affiliated 
schools in different geographies across the world. 
 
About the app 
The app will also provide students with other 
resource material such as suggestive course 
guides for after senior secondary education, tips 
on mental health and well being, and a ‘corona 
guide’ with information on daily safety protocol, 
learning from home and self-care.The counselling 
sessions shall be provided to students of classes 
9-12 by 83 volunteer counsellors and school 
principals.The sessions will be free of cost and 
provided on Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays.Students and parents will be able to 
choose the time slot for the sessions, either 
between 9:30 am and 1:30 pm or between 1:30 
pm and 5:30 pm. 
 
Important Points: 

 CBSE Chairman: Manoj Ahuja; 

 CBSE Head Office: Delhi; 

 CBSE Founded: 3 November 1962. 
 
3. Which institution has released a report titled 
‘Connected Commerce: Creating a Roadmap for 
a Digitally Inclusive Bharat’ in collaboration with 
Mastercard? 

A. FedCo 
B. CII 
C. NDDB 
D. NITI Aayog 
E. IFFCO 
 
Correct Answer – D. NITI Aayog 
Explanation: The NITI Aayog has released a 
report titled ‘Connected Commerce: Creating a 
Roadmap for a Digitally Inclusive Bharat’. NITI 
Aayog has released the report in collaboration 
with Mastercard. The report identifies the 
various challenges faced in accelerating digital 
financial inclusion in India and also provides 
recommendations for making digital services 
accessible to its 1.3 billion citizens. 
 
Key recommendations in the report 

 The report includes strengthening the 
payment infrastructure to promote a level 
playing field for NBFCs and banks; 

 Digitizing registration and compliance 
processes and diversifying credit sources 
to enable growth opportunities 
for MSMEs; 

 Building information-sharing systems, 
including a ‘fraud repository’, and 
ensuring that online digital commerce 
platforms carry warnings to alert 
consumers to the risk of frauds; 

 Enabling agricultural NBFCs to access low-
cost capital and deploy a ‘physical 
(physical + digital) model for achieving 
better long-term digital outcomes. 

 Digitising land records will also provide a 
major boost to the sector and to make 
city transit seamlessly accessible to all 
with minimal crowding and queues, 
leveraging existing smartphones and 
contactless cards, and aim for an 
inclusive, interoperable, and fully open 
system such as that of the London ‘Tube’. 

Important Points: 

 NITI Aayog Formed: 1 January 2015. 

 NITI Aayog Headquarters: New Delhi. 
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 NITI Aayog Chairperson: Narendra Modi. 

 Mastercard Headquarters: New York, 
United States. 

 Mastercard President: Michael Miebach. 
 
4. Name the author of the book “Life in the 
Clock Tower Valley” 
A. Avalok Langer 
B. Meghna Pant 
C. Shakoor Rather 
D. Nidhi Dugar Kundalia 
E. Ira Trivedi 
 
Correct Answer – C. Shakoor Rather 
Explanation: “Life in the Clock Tower Valley” is 

the debut book of Press Trust of India (PTI) 

journalist Shakoor Rather. The book is published 

by Speaking Tiger, it talks about Kashmir’s 

pristine past, its grievous present and always-

uncertain future. It also includes historical and 

political information about Kashmir as well as 

environmental issues that are seldom talked 

about. Besides talking about various aspect of life 

in the Valley, the author also describes in detail 

how different characters pop up in its streets 

during different seasons: “life-size scarecrows 

during summers to frighten the unrelenting birds 

hovering over the paddy fields, and the 

ceremonial snowmen that delight the 

neighbourhood children celebrating the much-

awaited snowfall”. 

5. Who among the following has been 
appointed as the National President of FICCI 
Ladies Organization (FLO)? 
A. Surbhi Tripathi 
B. Vimla Mohit 
C. Roshni Sharma 
D. Ujjwala Singhania 
E. Kamaljeet Kaur 
 
Correct Answer – D. Ujjwala Singhania 

Explanation: Ujjwala Singhania has been 

appointed as the National President of FICCI 

Ladies Organization (FLO), the oldest women-led 

& women-centric business chamber of Southeast 

Asia. As the 38th National President of FLO 

Singhania will focus on empowering women by 

facilitating an enabling environment that 

promotes entrepreneurship, industry 

participation and economic development of 

women.Under her leadership, FLO will carry out 

many interventions towards fostering larger 

contributions of women in India’s Industrial and 

economic growth story. 

FICCI FLO 

 FLO was established in 1983. 

 As a division of the Federation of Indian 

Chambers of Commerce and Industry 

(FICCI). 

 Aims: Women’s economic participation 

along with their increased ownership and 

control of productive assets will speed up 

the development of India and Women-led 

development will pave the way for self-

reliant India in true sense”. 

6.  In India, the National Technology Day is 
celebrated every year on which date to highlight 
the achievements of engineers and scientists in 
the field of technology and science? 
A. 8th May 
B. 9th May 
C. 10th May 
D. 11th May 
E. 12th May 
 
Correct Answer – D. 11th May 
Explanation: National Technology Day is 

celebrated every year on May 11 to highlight the 

achievements of engineers and scientists in the 

field of technology and science.The day acts as a 
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reminder of the country's technological 

advancements. It was first observed on May 11, 

1999, and aims to commemorate the scientific 

and technological achievements of Indian 

scientists and engineers.National Technology Day 

holds great importance because on this particular 

day in 1998, India achieved multiple notable 

technological progressions.Every year since 1999, 

the Technology Development Board (TDB) 

commemorates the day by honouring 

technological innovations that have added to the 

national growth.The theme of the National 

Technology Day 2021 is “Science and Technology 

for a Sustainable Future”. 

7. Who has been appointed as the chairman and 
managing director of state-run oil refining and 
marketing firm Bharat Petroleum Corporation 
Ltd (BPCL)? 
A. Arun Kumar Singh 

B. Anupama Singh 

C. Sankar Ghosh 

D. Vijay Goel 

E. Amitabh Chaudhary  

Correct Answer – A. Arun Kumar Singh 
Explanation: The Public Enterprises Selection 

Board (PESB), the government’s head-hunter, has 

picked Arun Kumar Singh as the chairman and 

managing director of state-run oil refining and 

marketing firm Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd 

(BPCL).Arun Kumar Singh is currently director, 

marketing at BPCL and holding additional charge 

of Director, Refineries. 

8.  Which space company is set to launch the 
“DOGE-1 Mission to the Moon”, the first-ever 
commercial lunar payload, paid entirely in the 
cryptocurrency Dogecoin? 
A. Boeing 

B. SpaceX 

C. Lockheed Martin 

D. Northhrop Grumman 

E. Orbital Sciences 

Correct Answer – B. SpaceX 
Explanation: Elon Musk-owned SpaceX is set to 

launch the “DOGE-1 Mission to the Moon”, the 

first-ever commercial lunar payload, paid entirely 

in the cryptocurrency Dogecoin.The satellite is 

scheduled to be launched in the first quarter of 

2022 onboard the Falcon 9 rocket. The dogecoin-

funded mission is led by the Canadian company 

Geometric Energy Corporation (GEC).SpaceX will 

carry a 40-kilogram cube satellite dubbed as 

DOGE-1, as rideshare on a Falcon 9 rocket.The 

payload will obtain lunar-spatial intelligence from 

sensors and cameras on board with integrated 

communications and computational systems.This 

launch will make DOGE the first crypto in space 

as well as the first meme in space. 

9. According to Knight Frank’s 'Prime Global 
Cities Index Q1 2021' report New Delhi ranked 
at what position? 
A. 30th 
B. 32nd 
C. 34th 
D. 36th 
E. 40th 
 

Correct Answer – B. 32nd 
Explanation: London-based property consultant 

Knight Frank has ranked New Delhi and Mumbai 

in 32nd and 36th positions respectively in the 

Global Prime Residential Index.While Bengaluru 

moved down by four places in Q1 2021 and is 

ranked 40; Delhi and Mumbai dipped one place 

each in the same period.Three Chinese cities – 

Shenzhen, Shanghai and Guangzhou lead the 

index this quarter. Shenzhen recorded the 

strongest performing world region with a growth 

of 18.9%, while New York was the weakest 

performing market with negative 5.8% growth. 
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Some of the world’s top metropolises, New York, 

Dubai, London, Paris and Hong Kong are seeing 

prices soften. New York was the weakest-

performing global city during the period. 

10. 3rd Arctic Science Ministerial (ASM3) 
Meeting 2021 was held in which city? 
A. Reykjavik 
B. Tokyo 
C. Toronto 
D. Helsinki 
E. Copenhagen 
 
Correct Answer – B. Tokyo 
Explanation:  The 3rd Arctic Science Ministerial 

(ASM3) 2021 held in Tokyo, Japan from May 8-9, 

2021, it was jointly organized by Iceland & 

Japan.The ASM3 2021 is the 1st meeting to be 

held in Asia.The theme for 2021 is ‘Knowledge 

for a Sustainable Arctic’.ASM is a global platform 

for discussing research and cooperation in the 

Arctic region, it is an event initiated by the Arctic 

Council, a high-level intergovernmental 

forum.Union Minister for Earth Science Dr Harsh 

Vardhan virtually represented India in the 

meeting. 

11. According to Moody's, in terms of domestic 
air travel, which of the following countries are 
leading the recovery? 
A. China, United States and Australia 
B. China, Japan and Australia 
C. China, Israel and Russia 
D. Turkey, Japan and Australia 
E. Turkey, Israel and Russia 
 
Correct Answer: A. China, United States and 
Australia 
Explanation:Moody's has upgraded its outlook 

for the global airline industry to "positive" from 

"negative".The rating agency expects steady 

vaccine rollouts across geographies to drive a 

rebound in commercial air travel.In terms of 

domestic air travel, Moody's noted that China, 

the United States, and Australia are leading the 

recovery. 

12. According to International Energy Agency, 
new renewable energy capacity in 2020 rose by 
how much per cent to 280 gigawatts (GW) in 
2020? 
A. 30 
B. 35 
C. 40 
D. 45 
E. 50 
 
Correct Answer – D. 45 
Explanation: Renewable energy grew at its 

fastest pace in two decades in 2020, led by China, 

and will continue to grow in the next two 

years.This was stated in a report by 

the International Energy Agency (IEA).New 

renewable energy capacity in 2020 rose 

by 45% to 280 gigawatts (GW) in 2020, the 

largest year-on-year increase since 1999, even 

though there were supply chain disruptions. 

13. According to JLL (Jones Lang LaSalle 
Incorporated), India’s cold chain sector is 
expected to grow at over how much percent 
CAGR by 2025? 
A. 20 
B. 25 
C. 30 
D. 35 
E. 40 
 

Correct Answer – A. 20 
Explanation: India’s cold chain sector is expected 

to grow at over 20 percent CAGR by 

2025, according to JLL (Jones Lang LaSalle 

Incorporated).This is due to its transformation 

from conventional cold storage to modern 

storage space.As per JLL, there is an opportunity 

for organized cold storage or ‘palettized’ cold 
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storage in tier-I cities like Mumbai, Delhi-NCR, 

Bengaluru, Chennai, Pune, Kolkata, and 

Hyderabad. 

14. Which of the following will strengthen its 
grocery supply chain infrastructure across the 
country and add over 800,000 sq. ft of space 
through five new fulfillment centers over the 
next three months? 
A. Flipkart 
B. Amazon 
C. Grofers 
D. Bigbasket 
E. Nature's Basket 
 
Correct Answer – A. Flipkart 
Explanation:Flipkart will strengthen its grocery 

supply chain infrastructure across the country 

and add over 800,000 sq. ft of space 

through five new fulfillment centers over 

the next three months.With this additional 

infrastructure, the marketplace will bring ease 

of online grocery shopping to more users across 

the country.Flipkart Grocery offers over 7,000 

products across 200 categories.  

15. Which bank has launched a micro-website 
that will serve as an emergency networking 
platform for all employees amid the 2nd wave 
of COVID-19? 
A. Bank of Baroda 
B. SBI 
C. PNB 
D. Indian Bank 
E. Karnataka Bank 
 
Correct Answer: A. Bank of Baroda 
Explanation: Bank of Baroda has launched 

a micro-website that will serve as an emergency 

networking platform for all employees amid the 

2nd wave of COVID-19.The microsite will offer 

vital data, including a network of plasma donors 

to employees.Recovered employees can also 

enroll themselves voluntarily as donors.The site 

is also hosting external links for suppliers of 

oxygen cylinders and Remdesivir.

12th May 2021 Quiz
1. Which of the following State/UTs police has 
launched a vehicle helpline called ‘COVI Van’ to 
help senior citizens?  
A. New Delhi 
B. Assam 
C. Kerala 
D. Goa 
E.  Bihar 
 
Correct Answer: A. New Delhi 
Explanation: Delhi Police has launched a helpline 

number for senior citizens who are struggling 

with their essential needs amid Covid-19. South 

District Police of the national capital has 

launched a COVI Van Helpline (012- 

26241077) for senior citizens in the 

neighbourhood amid the coronavirus situation 

here. 

About the COVI Van 

The information of commencement of COVI Van 

has been disseminated in the Greater Kailash -1 

area through beat officers and Residents Welfare 

Association (RWA).All the precautions including – 

sanitisation, gloves, masks and social distancing – 

will be taken while and after every visit.After 

receiving any call from COVI Van, deployed police 

official on COVI Van with a beat officer will go to 

the house of senior citizens and help them in 
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getting their needs, including any essential item, 

vaccination and medicines. 

Important Points:  

Chief Minister of Delhi: Arvind Kejriwal; 

Lieutenant Governor of Delhi: Anil Baijal. 

2. The Gaza-based Palestinian group, Hamas, 
had red rockets towards Israel in the Al-Aqsa 
Mosque. Al-Aqsa Mosque is located in 
________. 
A. Jerusalem 
B. Tehran 
C. Baghdad 
D. Damascus 
E. Ashdod 
 
Correct Answer – A. Jerusalem 
Explanation: The Israeli military has bombarded 
rockets in different areas in Gaza. It is the most 
intense airstrikes in Gaza since 2014. Hamas had 
red hundreds of rockets towards Israel on 
Monday. After that, Israel has carried out 
hundreds of airstrikes in Gaza.The Gaza-
based Palestinian group, Hamas, had red rockets 
towards Israel in protest of the clash 
between Israeli police and Palestinian 
protesters in the Al-Aqsa Mosque. Al-Aqsa 
Mosque is located in Jerusalem. It is the third 
holiest place for Muslims. 
 
About the Hamas: 
It was founded in 1987.It is a Palestinian Sunni-
Islamic fundamentalist organization.It is active in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip region of the 
Palestine.It opposes the secular approach of the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 
Important Points: 

 Israel Capital is Jerusalem and the 
currency is the Israeli shekel. 

 Benjamin Netanyahu is the Prime 
Minister of Israel. 

 

3.  The country’s retail inflation, measured by 
the Consumer Price Index (CPI), eased to 
__________ in the month of April. 
A. 1.29 per cent 
B. 2.29 per cent 
C. 3.29 per cent 
D. 4.29 per cent 
E. 5.29 per cent 
 
Correct Answer – D. 4.29 per cent 
Explanation: The country’s retail inflation, 
measured by the Consumer Price Index 
(CPI), eased to 4.29 per cent in the month 
of April. Separately, India’s factory output, 
measured in terms of the Index of Industrial 
Production (IIP), witnessed a growth of 22.4 per 
cent in March, two separate data released by 
the Ministry of Statistics & Programme 
Implementation (MoSPI).The retail inflation 
during the month of March was at 5.52 per 
cent. This is the fifth consecutive month that the 
CPI data has come within the Reserve Bank of 
India’s (RBI) upper margin of 6 per cent. The 
government has asked the central bank to 
maintain retail inflation at 4 per cent with a 
margin of 2 per cent on either side for a five-year 
period ending March 2026. 
 
4. Google Pay users in the United States can 
now transfer money to app customers in? 
A. India and Singapore 
B. Singapore and Japan 
C. Brazil and India 
D. Bangladesh and Nepal 
E. Nepal and India 
 
Correct Answer – A. India and Singapore 
Explanation: Alphabet Inc’s Google has launched 
international money transfer partnerships with 
remittances firms Wise and Western Union 
Co for users of its U.S. payments app. Google Pay 
users in the United States can now transfer 
money to app customers in India and 
Singapore, with plans to expand to the 80 

http://www.ixammr.com/
http://bit.ly/ixammrapp


 
 

Ixammr – India’s No.1 Sarkari Exam Prep. App – Free Mock Test | Topics Wise Quizzes | E-Books & Free PDFs 
 

 
Copyright 2021 @ www.ixammr.com 

countries available via Wise, and 200 via Western 
Union by the end of the year. 
 
About the partnership: 
The company has partnered with Western Union 
and Wise, both of which have integrated their 
services into Google Play.When Google Pay users 
in the U.S. attempt to send money to someone in 
India or Singapore, they will be informed about 
the exact amount that the recipient will 
receive.From within the Google Pay app, users 
also get to choose which payments provider Wise 
or Western Union, they wish to use and how long 
it would take for the recipient to receive the 
money. 
Important Points: 

 Google CEO: Sundar Pichai. 

 Google Founded: 4 September 1998, 
California, United States. 

 Google Founders: Larry Page, Sergey Brin. 
 
5. Who among the following has received the 
“World Food Award” of the year 2021? 
A. Rattan Lal 
B. Shakuntala Hark Singh Thilstad 
C. Simon N. Groot 
D. Lawrence Haddad 
E. Sanjaya Rajaram 
 
Correct Answer – B. Shakuntala Hark Singh 
Thilstad 
Explanation: Indian-origin global nutritionist, Dr 

Shakuntala Hark Singh Thilstad has received 

the “World Food Award” of the year 2021. She 

developed a holistic and nutritionally sensitive 

approach to seafood and food systems and has 

received an award for his research. The award is 

also known as the Nobel Prize for Food and 

Agriculture. Every year, the committee selects a 

person who will be awarded the $ 250,000 title 

and prize money.The World Food Award stated 

on its website that research conducted by Dr 

Shakuntala on the small fish species of 

Bangladesh will prove helpful in developing a 

nutritionally sensitive approach to the seafood 

system at all levels. With this help, millions of 

poor people living in Asia and Africa will get a 

very nutritious diet. 

Important Points: 

 World Food Programme 

Headquarters: Rome, Italy; 

 World Food Programme Founded: 1961. 

6. According to the new report ‘Renewable 
Energy Market Update – Outlook for 2021 and 
2022’ released by International Energy Agency 
(IEA), India’s Renewable Energy capacity 
addition declined by almost _______ 
A. 20% 
B. 30% 
C. 40% 
D. 50% 
E. 60% 

Correct Answer – D. 50% 
Explanation: According to the new report 

‘Renewable Energy Market Update – Outlook for 

2021 and 2022’ released by International Energy 

Agency (IEA), India’s Renewable Energy capacity 

addition declined by almost 50% to 5.62 

GigaWatts (GW) in 2020 (compared to 2019).The 

decline in capacity addition in India has been 

attributed to the COVID-19 pandemic.At the 

Global level, the annual renewable capacity 

additions increased 45% to almost 280 GW (up 

from 190 GW in 2019), which is the highest year-

on year increase since 1999.China alone 

accounted for more than 50% of the green 

energy projects built in 2020.The 280 GW 

renewable energy capacity addition in 2020 

comprised primarily Solar – 135 GW, Wind – 115 

GW, Hydro – 20 GW, and 10 GW of other 

renewables. 
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7. Geojit Financial Services has entered into an 
agreement with which bank to provide the 
advantage of a three-in-one account to the 
customers of the bank? 
A. Bank of Baroda 
B. Union Bank of India 
C. Punjab National Bank 
D. Bank of Maharashtra 
E. Indian Bank 

Correct Answer – C. Punjab National Bank 
Explanation:  Geojit Financial Services has 

entered into an agreement with the Punjab 

National Bank (PNB) to provide the advantage of 

a three-in-one account to the customers of 

PNB.The Three Accounts are, Savings Account, a 

Demat Account and a Trading Account.The new 

service gives all the customers who have a 

savings account with PNB, a PNB demat account 

and Geojit trading account.It helps to diversify 

investments and manage it all through one 

account. 

8. Arjuna Awardee Venugopal Chandrasekhar 
passed away due to COVID-19 related 
complications, he was associated with which 
sport? 
A. Tennis 
B. Badminton 
C. Table Tennis 
D. Hockey 
E. Football 
 
Correct Answer – C. Table Tennis 
Explanation: Arjuna Awardee Venugopal 

Chandrasekhar, former Indian Table Tennis (TT) 

player passed away due to COVID-19 related 

complications in Chennai, Tamil Nadu.He was 

born in Chennai, Tamil Nadu. V Chandrasekhar is 

popularly known as a 3 times national 

champion.V Chandrasekhar represented India in 

the Commonwealth Games in 1982.He has also 

served as a coach.He was honoured with the 

Arjuna Award in 1982. 

9. Who has authored the book titled 1971: The 
Beginning of India’s Cricketing Greatness”? 
A. Boria Majumdar 
B. Gautam Bhattacharya 
C. Saurav Ganguly 
D. Harsha Bhogle 
E. Both A and B 
 
Correct Answer – E. Both A and B 
Explanation:  A Book titled “1971: The Beginning 

of India’s Cricketing Greatness” by Boria 

Majumdar and Gautam Bhattacharya will be 

published by HarperCollins.It is the story of a 

young country (India)ready and eager to make an 

impression on the world stage.Boria Majumdar, a 

Rhodes Scholar, is the author of multiple books 

on Indian sport and its history, and the co-author 

of Sachin Tendulkar’s autobiography Playing It 

My Way.Gautam Bhattacharya, currently the 

Joint Editor of Kolkata’s leading daily Sangbad 

Pratidin, has been a longstanding cricket writer 

and commentator and is the author of several 

books.He is the co-author of Sourav Ganguly’s 

book A Century is Not Enough. 

10. According to HDFC Bank what will be India’s 
growth rate in the year 2021-22? 
A. 10% 
B. 10.5% 
C. 10.8% 
D. 11.3% 
E. 11.8% 
 
Correct Answer – A. 10% 
Explanation: HDFC Bank has cut India’s growth 

projection to 10 per cent from 11.5 per cent for 

the current financial year, citing the adverse 

effect of the second Covid-19 wave.In a worst-

case scenario of COVID-19, the bank has 

predicted the GDP rate to be at 8%. 
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11. Who will take over as the Managing Director 
and CEO of Godrej Consumer Products Ltd 
(GCPL) in October 2021? 
A. Sudhir Sitapati 
B. Udit Singhal 
C. Rajiv Bansal 
D. R.S. Sodhi 
E. Abhijeet Bihayut 
 
Correct Answer: A. Sudhir Sitapati 
Explanation: Sudhir Sitapati will take over as 

the Managing Director and CEO of Godrej 

Consumer Products Ltd (GCPL) in October 

2021.Sitapati is presently Executive Director - 

Foods and Refreshments at Hindustan Unilever 

Limited (HUL).Nisaba Godrej, who is currently the 

Chairperson and Managing Director, will serve as 

Executive Chairperson.Meanwhile, Srinandan 

Sundaram will replace Sudhir at HUL. 

12. The 16th Assembly session in Tamil Nadu 
began on 11 May 2021. The Tamil Nadu 
Assembly has a total strength of how many 
MLAs? 
A. 202 
B. 218 
C. 234 
D. 242 
E. 256 
 
Correct Answer: C. 234 
Explanation: The 16th Assembly session in Tamil 

Nadu began on 11 May 2021. 

 Protem Speaker of the 

Assembly K.Pichandi administered the 

oath to the members.  

 The Tamil Nadu Assembly has a total 

strength of 234 MLAs. 

 DMK member Appavu was nominated for 

the Speaker's post and K. Pichandi was 

nominated for the post of Deputy 

Speaker. 

 The DMK has formed the government for 

the 6th time in the state. 

Tamil Nadu: 

 Chief Minister - M.K. Stalin. 

 Governor - Banwarilal Purohit. 

 Lok Sabha seats - 39. 

 Rajya Sabha seats - 18. 

13. What is the name of the scheme launched 
by the Central Board of Indirect Taxes and 
Customs to provide financial and medical 
assistance to its officials and staff members 
affected by the pandemic? 
A. Aashvaasan 
B. Madad 
C. Sahayak 
D. Sarthak 
E. Saksham 
 

Correct Answer – A. Aashvaasan 
Explanation: The Central Board of Indirect Taxes 

and Customs (CBIC) has launched a scheme to 

provide financial and medical assistance to its 

officials and staff members affected by the 

pandemic.The scheme called ‘Aashvaasan’ also 

offers essential supplies and transport support to 

covid-affected staff members. CBIC has 

lost 110 officials and staff members so far to the 

pandemic. 

14. Who has been appointed to the executive 
committee of the International Council for 
Advertising Self-Regulation (ICAS), in May 2021? 
A. Aditi Kulshrestha 
B. Rohini Gupta 
C. Anukriti Naik 
D. Manisha Kapoor 
E. Swati Gupta 
 
Correct Answer – D. Manisha Kapoor 
Explanation: Advertising Standards Council of 

India's General Secretary Manisha Kapoor has 
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been appointed to the executive committee of 

the International Council for Advertising Self-

Regulation (ICAS).She will be one of the four 

global vice-presidents on the executive 

committee.Set up by the European Advertising 

Standards Alliance in 2008, ICAS is a global 

platform of self-regulatory organizations. 

15. Venugopal Chandrasekhar passed away in 
May 2021. He was related to which sport? 
A. Badminton 
B. Table Tennis 
C. Polo 
D. Cricket 
E. Football 

 
Correct Answer: B. Table Tennis 
Explanation: Veteran table tennis player and 

coach Venugopal Chandrasekhar passed away in 

May 2021.He was one of the most popular 

paddlers of his time who won three national 

championships.He was an Arjuna Award winner.  

Other Obituaries: 

Chairman of Subros Ltd Ramesh Suri passed away 

in May 2021. He was the promoter and co-

founder of Subros, India’s largest supplier of 

automotive air-conditioning and thermal 

products.

13th May 2021 Quiz
1. Which of the following State/UTs police has 
launched a vehicle helpline called ‘COVI Van’ to 
help senior citizens? 
A. New Delhi 
B. Assam 
C. Kerala 
D. Goa 
E. Bihar 
 
Correct Answer: A. New Delhi 
Explanation: Delhi Police has launched a helpline 
number for senior citizens who are struggling 
with their essential needs amid Covid-19. South 
District Police of the national capital has 
launched a COVI Van Helpline (012- 
26241077) for senior citizens in the 
neighbourhood amid the coronavirus situation 
here. 
 

About the COVI Van 

The information of commencement of COVI Van 

has been disseminated in the Greater Kailash -1 

area through beat officers and Residents Welfare 

Association (RWA).All the precautions including – 

sanitisation, gloves, masks and social distancing – 

will be taken while and after every visit.After 

receiving any call from COVI Van, deployed police 

official on COVI Van with a beat officer will go to 

the house of senior citizens and help them in 

getting their needs, including any essential item, 

vaccination and medicines. 

Important Points:  

 Chief Minister of Delhi: Arvind Kejriwal; 

Lieutenant Governor of Delhi: Anil Baijal. 

2. The Gaza-based Palestinian group, Hamas, 
had red rockets towards Israel in the Al-Aqsa 
Mosque. Al-Aqsa Mosque is located in 
________. 
A. Jerusalem 
B. Tehran 
C. Baghdad 
D. Damascus 
E. Ashdod 
 
Correct Answer – A. Jerusalem 
Explanation: The Israeli military has bombarded 

rockets in different areas in Gaza. It is the most 
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intense airstrikes in Gaza since 2014. Hamas had 

red hundreds of rockets towards Israel on 

Monday. After that, Israel has carried out 

hundreds of airstrikes in Gaza. The Gaza-

based Palestinian group, Hamas, had red rockets 

towards Israel in protest of the clash 

between Israeli police and Palestinian 

protesters in the Al-Aqsa Mosque. Al-Aqsa 

Mosque is located in Jerusalem. It is the third 

holiest place for Muslims. 

About the Hamas: 

 It was founded in 1987. 

 It is a Palestinian Sunni-Islamic 

fundamentalist organization. 

 It is active in the West Bank and Gaza 

Strip region of the Palestine. 

 It opposes the secular approach of the 

Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

Important points: 

 Israel Capital is Jerusalem and the 

currency is the Israeli shekel. 

 Benjamin Netanyahu is the Prime 

Minister of Israel. 

3. What is the latest GDP growth rate estimate 
for India in FY22 as per Care Ratings? 
A. 9.2 per cent 
B. 8.8 per cent 
C. 9.3 per cent 
D. 11 per cent 
E. 10.1 per cent 
 
Correct Answer – A. 9.2 per cent 
Explanation: The domestic rating agency, Care 

Ratings, has revised the GDP growth forecast of 

India for the current fiscal year 2021-2022 (FY22) 

to 9.2 per cent. This is lower than 10.2 per 

cent estimated earlier in April 2021. 

Important Points: 

 CARE Ratings Founded: 1993. 

 CARE Ratings: Mumbai, Maharashtra. 

 CARE Ratings Managing Director & Chief 

Executive Officer: Ajay Mahajan. 

4. Google Pay users in the United States can 
now transfer money to app customers in? 
A. India and Singapore 
B. Singapore and Japan 
C. Brazil and India 
D. Bangladesh and Nepal 
E. Nepal and India 
 
Correct Answer – A. India and Singapore 
Explanation:Alphabet Inc’s Google has launched 

international money transfer partnerships with 

remittances firms Wise and Western Union 

Co for users of its U.S. payments app. Google Pay 

users in the United States can now transfer 

money to app customers in India and 

Singapore, with plans to expand to the 80 

countries available via Wise, and 200 via Western 

Union by the end of the year. 

About the partnership: 

The company has partnered with Western Union 

and Wise, both of which have integrated their 

services into Google Play.When Google Pay users 

in the U.S. attempt to send money to someone in 

India or Singapore, they will be informed about 

the exact amount that the recipient will 

receive.From within the Google Pay app, users 

also get to choose which payments provider Wise 

or Western Union, they wish to use and how long 

it would take for the recipient to receive the 

money. 

Important Points: 

 Google CEO: Sundar Pichai. 
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 Google Founded: 4 September 1998, 

California, United States. 

 Google Founders: Larry Page, Sergey Brin. 

5. Geojit has inked a pact with which company 
recently? 
A. Bandhan 
B. Axis 
C. PNB 
D. HDFC 
E. SBI 
 
Correct Answer – C. PNB 
Explanation: Geojit Financial Services has 

entered into an agreement with Punjab National 

Bank to provide a three-in-one account to the 

latter’s customers. The new service gives 

customers who have a savings account with PNB, 

a PNB Demat account and a Geojit trading 

account. Saving and Demat accounts can be 

opened online in PNB with a hassle-free 

approach. 

About the 3-in-1 account: 

The 3-in-1 account makes it easier for PNB 

customers to transfer funds in real-time via the 

payment gateway facility from their savings 

accounts to meet their investment needs.The 

trading account, which can be opened online in 

15 minutes, provides a seamless interface to 

invest online in the avenues offered by 

Geojit.PNB clients can now open a Geojit Trading 

account online and start investing online in 

equity as well as Geojit’s Smartfolios product. 

This will help clients diversify their investments 

and manage them all through one account. 

Important Points: 

 Punjab National Bank Headquarters: New 

Delhi. 

 Punjab National Bank MD and CEO: S. S. 

Mallikarjuna Rao. 

 Punjab National Bank Founded: 19 May 

1894, Lahore, Pakistan. 

6. In partnership with remittance firms – Wise 
and Western Union, which digital wallet 
company has launched International Money 
Transfers for its United States (US) users to 
transfer money to app customers in India & 
Singapore? 
A. Google Pay 
B. PayPal 
C. Apple’s Passbook 
D. Chirpify 
E. Venmo 
 
Correct Answer – A. Google Pay 
Explanation: Google Pay has launched 

International Money Transfers for its United 

States (US) users, it has launched the initiative in 

partnership with remittance firms – Wise and 

Western Union Co.Using the feature, Google Pay 

users in the US can transfer money to app 

customers in India & Singapore.Google is 

planning to expand the feature to around 80 

countries through Wise, and around 100 through 

Western Union by the end of 2021.Google Pay 

has 150 million users in 40 countries, and this 

initiative is seen as a step to expand its financial 

services offering, and increase competition in the 

digital payments sector. 

7. Who has been conferred with the World Food 
Prize 2021? 
A. Dr. Rattan Lal 
B. Dr. Shakuntala Haraksingh Thilsted 
C. Simon GrootRaj 
D. Kumari Devi 
E. Catherine Hagel 
  
Correct Answer – B. Dr. Shakuntala Haraksingh 
Thilsted 
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Explanation: World Food Prize 2021 has been 

awarded to Dr. Shakuntala Haraksingh Thilsted 

for her work in aquatic food systems.World Food 

Prize is an award that aims to recognise 

achievements made in the field of food and 

agriculture.The award is also referred to as the 

Nobel Prize for Food and Agriculture. Every year, 

the committee selects one person who will be 

awarded the title and prize money of 

$250,000.Dr. Shakuntala Haraksingh Thilsted is a 

resident of Denmark and was born in Trinidad 

and Tobago.Dr. Shakantula Haraksingh Thilsted 

now serves as the Global Lead for Nutrition and 

Public Health at WorldFish, a global CGIAR 

research center headquartered in 

Malaysia.Interestingly, the World Food Prize last 

year was also awarded to a person of Indian 

origin. In 2020, the World Food Prize was won by 

Dr. Rattan Lal who was born and brought up in 

India. 

8. Arjuna Awardee Venugopal Chandrasekhar 
passed away due to COVID-19 related 
complications, he was associated with which 
sport? 
A. Tennis 
B. Badminton 
C. Table Tennis 
D. Hockey 
E. Football 
 
Correct Answer – C. Table Tennis 
Explanation: Arjuna Awardee Venugopal 

Chandrasekhar, former Indian Table Tennis (TT) 

player passed away due to COVID-19 related 

complications in Chennai, Tamil Nadu.He was 

born in Chennai, Tamil Nadu. V Chandrasekhar is 

popularly known as a 3 times national 

champion.V Chandrasekhar represented India in 

the Commonwealth Games in 1982.He has also 

served as a coach.He was honoured with the 

Arjuna Award in 1982. 

9. Who has authored the book titled 1971: The 
Beginning of India’s Cricketing Greatness”? 
A. Boria Majumdar 
B. Gautam Bhattacharya 
C. Saurav Ganguly 
D. Harsha Bhogle 
E. Both A and B 
 
Correct Answer – E. Both A and B 
Explanation: A Book titled “1971: The Beginning 

of India’s Cricketing Greatness” by Boria 

Majumdar and Gautam Bhattacharya will be 

published by HarperCollins.It is the story of a 

young country (India)ready and eager to make an 

impression on the world stage.Boria Majumdar, a 

Rhodes Scholar, is the author of multiple books 

on Indian sport and its history, and the co-author 

of Sachin Tendulkar’s autobiography Playing It 

My Way.Gautam Bhattacharya, currently the 

Joint Editor of Kolkata’s leading daily Sangbad 

Pratidin, has been a longstanding cricket writer 

and commentator and is the author of several 

books.He is the co-author of Sourav Ganguly’s 

book A Century is Not Enough. 

10. According to HDFC Bank what will be India’s 
growth rate in the year 2021-22? 
A. 10% 
B. 10.5%  
C. 10.8% 
D. 11.3% 
E. 11.8% 
 
Correct Answer – A. 10% 
Explanation: HDFC Bank has cut India’s growth 

projection to 10 per cent from 11.5 per cent for 

the current financial year, citing the adverse 

effect of the second Covid-19 wave.In a worst-

case scenario of COVID-19, the bank has 

predicted the GDP rate to be at 8% 
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11. In May 2021, who has launched an official 
mobile application for journalists to cover 
proceedings of the apex court? 
A. Ram Nath Kovind 
B. Narendra Modi 
C. N.V. Ramana 
D. Rohinton Fali Nariman 
E. Uday Lalit 
 
Correct Answer: C. N.V. Ramana 
Explanation: Chief Justice of India N.V. 

Ramana has launched an official mobile 

application for journalists to cover proceedings of 

the apex court.The mobile application will 

help journalists to cover the Supreme Court 

proceedings in a responsible and fair way from 

the comfort and safety of their homes.The 

Supreme Court is also contemplating telecasting 

live proceedings of the court cases. 

12. In May 2021, who has been appointed as the 
next Ambassador of India to the Republic of 
Suriname? 
A. Taranjit Singh Sandhu 
B. Arun Kumar Singh 
C. S Balachandran 
D. Harsh Vardhan Shringla 
E. Navtej Sarna 
 
Correct Answer – C. S Balachandran 
Explanation: The Ministry of External Affairs 

(MEA) informed on 13 May 2021 that S 

Balachandran has been appointed as the next 

Ambassador of India to the Republic of 

Suriname.Currently, Balachandran is the Consul 

General of India in Jaffna.He is expected to take 

up the assignment shortly. 

13. Flipkart co-founder is all set to launch its 
first few mutual fund schemes in the next few 
months. Who is the co-founder of Flipkart? 
A. Nandan Nilekani 
B. Sachin Bansal 

C. Divya Gokulnath 
D. Vijay Shekhar Sharma 
E. Ritesh Agarwal 
 
Correct Answer – B. Sachin Bansal 
Explanation:Flipkart co-founder Sachin Bansal-

owned Navi Mutual Fund is all set to launch 

its first few mutual fund schemes in the next few 

months.Bansal had acquired Essel Mutual Fund 

from the Subhash Chandra-owned Essel Group in 

February 2021 and renamed it.It is part 

of Bansal’s Navi Group, which offers digital 

personal loans, home loans, and health 

insurance. 

14. In May 2021, the construction arm of which 
of the following has bagged an up to ₹5,000 
crore contract from Chennai Metro Rail 
Corporation? 
A. Adani Group 
B. Larsen and Toubro  
C. KEC International 
D. Tata Housing Development Company 
E. DLF 
 
Correct Answer – B. Larsen and Toubro  
Explanation: Infrastructure company Larsen 

and Toubro (L&T)'s construction arm has bagged 

an up to ₹5,000 crore contract from Chennai 

Metro Rail Corporation.It will construct nearly 12 

km twin bored tunnels from Kellys station to 

Taramani Road.L&T has also secured another 

order from Chennai Metro Rail Corporation to 

construct approx 8 Km of elevated Viaduct with 9 

elevated metro stations. 

15. Who has been named as the first woman to 
lead Italy's secret services? 
A. Federica Guidi 
B. Paola Severino 
C. Erika Stefani 
D. Elisabetta Belloni 
E. Giorgia Meloni 
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Correct Answer: D. Elisabetta Belloni 
Explanation: Elisabetta Belloni has been named 

as the first woman to lead Italy's secret 

services.Prime Minister Mario Draghi announced 

Elisabetta Belloni as head of the Department of 

Information Security (DIS) on 12 May 2021.The 

department oversees the country's foreign and 

domestic intelligence services and reports 

directly to the Italian government. 

14th May 2021 Quiz
1. ___________ has been appointed to the 
executive committee of the International 
Council for Advertising Self-Regulation (ICAS). 
A. Shanti Singh 
B. Vidya Arora 
C. Manisha Kapoor 
D. Poonam Agrawal 
E. Dolly Verma 
 
Correct Answer: C. Manisha Kapoor 
Explanation: Advertising Standards Council of 
India (ASCI) announced that its general 
secretary Manisha Kapoor has been appointed to 
the executive committee of the International 
Council for Advertising Self-Regulation 
(ICAS). Until April, ASCI served on the executive 
committee as a member for a two-year term. 
Now, Kapoor will play a leadership role on the 
committee till 2023. She will be one of the four 
global vice-presidents on the executive 
committee.In her role as part of the ICAS 
leadership team, she will promote advertising 
self-regulation as an optimal mechanism for 
consumer protection, strengthen ICAS as a global 
alliance and facilitate knowledge sharing among 
SROs to establish best practices and monitor 
global trends in advertising ecosystem that 
impact self-regulation. She will also work closely 
with established and emerging digital platforms 
to make the online space more transparent and 
fair for consumers. 
 
Important Points: 

 President of ICAS: Guy Parker; 

 ICAS Headquarters: Brussels Capital, 

Belgium; 

 Advertising Standards Council of India 

Founded: 1985; 

 Advertising Standards Council of India 

Headquarters: Mumbai. 

2. Noted Assamese litterateur and journalist, 
___________ has passed away. 
A. Srimanta Madhavdev 
B. Hiren Bhattacharya 
C. Hemchandra Goswami 
D. Srimanta Sankardeva 
E. Homen Borgohain 
 
Correct Answer – E. Homen Borgohain 
Explanation: Noted Assamese litterateur and 
journalist, Homen Borgohain has passed away. 
He was associated with several newspapers and 
was most recently working as the editor in chief 
of Assamese daily Niyomiya Barta until his death. 
He was also the President of Assam Sahitya 
Sabha. He was awarded Sahitya Akademi Award 
in 1978 for the Assamese language for his 
novel ‘Pita Putra’. He has written several novels, 
short stories and poetry. 
 

3. The country’s retail inflation, measured by 
the Consumer Price Index (CPI), eased to 
__________ in the month of April. 
A. 1.29% 
B. 2.29% 
C. 3.29% 
D. 4.29% 

http://www.ixammr.com/
http://bit.ly/ixammrapp


 
 

Ixammr – India’s No.1 Sarkari Exam Prep. App – Free Mock Test | Topics Wise Quizzes | E-Books & Free PDFs 
 

 
Copyright 2021 @ www.ixammr.com 

E. 5.29% 
 

Correct Answer – D. 4.29% 
Explanation: The country’s retail inflation, 

measured by the Consumer Price Index 

(CPI), eased to 4.29 per cent in the month 

of April. Separately, India’s factory output, 

measured in terms of the Index of Industrial 

Production (IIP), witnessed a growth of 22.4 per 

cent in March, two separate data released by 

the Ministry of Statistics & Programme 

Implementation (MoSPI). The retail inflation 

during the month of March was at 5.52 per 

cent. This is the fifth consecutive month that the 

CPI data has come within the Reserve Bank of 

India’s (RBI) upper margin of 6 per cent. The 

government has asked the central bank to 

maintain retail inflation at 4 per cent with a 

margin of 2 per cent on either side for a five-year 

period ending March 2026. 

4. Anup Bhattacharya, who passed away 
recently was an eminent _________. 
A. Musician 
B. Freedom Fighter 
C. Director 
D. Writer 
E. Actor 
 
Correct Answer – B. Freedom Fighter 
Explanation:  Freedom fighter and Swadhin 

Bangla Betar Kendra musician, Anup 

Bhattacharya passed away. During the liberation 

war of Bangladesh, he worked as the composer 

and music director at Swadhin Bangla Betar 

Kendra. He is also a founder member of 

the Rabindra Sangeet Shilpi Sangstha. His ever-

present liberation songs including “Teer Hara Ei 

Dheu-er Sagor,” “Rokto Diye Naam Likhhechhi,” 

“Purbo Digonte Surjo Utheche,” and “Nongor 

Tolo Tolo” inspired the liberation war fighters 

during 1971. Swadhin Bangla Betar Kendra was 

the medium for radio broadcasting in 1971. 

5. Which edition of India-Swiss Financial 
Dialogue has been held virtually in New Delhi? 
A. 6th 
B. 4th 
C. 3rd 
D. 2nd 
E. 5th 
 
Correct Answer – B. 4th 
Explanation: The fourth India-Swiss Financial 

Dialogue was held here virtually through video 

conferencing. Ajay Seth, Secretary Economic 

Affairs led the Indian delegation. The delegation 

from the Swiss side was led by Daniela 

Stoffel, State Secretary, and State Secretariat for 

International Finance, Switzerland. 

About the Dialogue: 

The dialogue, inter-alia, covered sharing of 

experiences by both countries for collaboration 

on various aspects including 

investments, International Financial Services 

Centre Authority (IFSCA), National Investment 

and Infrastructure Fund (NIIF), FinTech, 

sustainable finance and cross border financial 

services.Further, matters relating to G20, 

the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and tax 

challenges arising from the digitalization of the 

economy were discussed along with 

infrastructure financing, read the release. 

Important Points: 

 Switzerland Currency: Swiss franc; 

 Switzerland Capital: Bern; 

 President of Switzerland: Guy Parmelin. 

6. What is India’s growth forecast for the year 
2021, as per the World Economic Situation and 
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Prospects report released by the United Nations 
recently? 
A. 10.5% 
B. 9.8% 
C. 10.1% 
D. 9.5% 
E. 11.5% 
 
Correct Answer – C. 10.1% 
Explanation: he UN has raised India’s growth 

forecast to 7.5% for calendar year 2021, a 0.2% 

increase from its projection in January.However, 

the country’s outlook for the year remained 

“highly fragile”.The World Economic Situation 

and Prospects report also projected India’s GDP 

to grow by 10.1% in 2022 

7.  Which small finance bank has launched the “I 
choose my number” feature for all its customers 
across India select their favourite numbers as 
their savings or current account number. 
A. AU Small Finance Bank 
B. Equitas Small Finance Bank 
C. Jana Small Finance Bank 
D. Ujjvan Small Finance Bank 
E. Capital Small Finance Bank 

Correct Answer – C. Jana Small Finance Bank 
Explanation:  Jana Small Finance Bank has 

announced the launch of the “I choose my 

number” feature for all its customers across 

India. This new feature gives the bank’s existing 

and new customers the option to select their 

favourite numbers as their savings or current 

account number. 

8. Japanese brokerage Nomura revised its GDP 
growth estimate for India for the current 2021-
22 fiscal to how much percent? 
A. 10.2% 
B. 10.8% 
C. 10.5% 
D. 11.5% 
E. 12.3% 

Correct Answer – B. 10.8% 
Explanation:  Japanese brokerage Nomura cut its 

GDP growth estimate for India for the current 

2021-22 fiscal to 10.8 per cent from the earlier 

12.6 per cent, blaming the impact of the second 

wave-induced lockdowns.It said the activity 

levels have dropped further to 64.5 per cent of 

the pre-pandemic levels in the week to May 9 as 

per a proprietary index, after a further 5 

percentage points drop in the week.The activity 

levels, at present, are at par with those seen in 

June 2020. 

9. Which of the following banks has acquired a 
10% stake in CSC Grameen e-Store, a special 
purpose vehicle run by the Ministry of 
Electronics and Information Technology? 
A. Yes Bank 
B. HDFC Bank 
C. ICICI Bank 
D. Indusind Bank 
E. Axis Bank 
 

Correct Answer – B. HDFC Bank 
Explanation: HDFC Bank has acquired a 10% 

stake in CSC Grameen e-Store, a special purpose 

vehicle run by the Ministry of Electronics and 

Information Technology, for an undisclosed 

amount.The partnership between the country’s 

largest private bank and CSC Grameen aims to 

deliver and scale access to financial services and 

banking products to semi-urban and rural 

customers. 

10. Which bank has appointed Indranil Pan as its 
chief economist? 
A. Yes Bank 

B. HDFC Bank 

C. ICICI Bank 

D. Induslnd Bank 

E. Axis Bank 

Correct Answer – A. Yes Bank 
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Explanation: Private sector lender Yes Bank said 

it has appointed Indranil Pan as its chief 

economist.Pan joins the bank from rival IDFC 

First Bank.Pan and his team will provide strategic 

and policy-level inputs for the bank, based on 

macroeconomic developments at global and 

national level. 

11. RBI has granted authorization to which of 
the following to operate as a prepaid payment 
instruments (PPI) company? 
A. Agnitio Technologies 
B. Eroute Technologies 
C. Innovians Technologies 
D. Liberin Technologies 
E. Finoit Technologies 
 
Correct Answer: B. Eroute Technologies 
Explanation: RBI has granted authorization 

to Eroute Technologies to operate as a prepaid 

payment instruments (PPI) company.The RBI 

issued authorization on May 10, 2021, with 

perpetual validity to commence issuance and 

operations of semi-closed pre-paid instruments 

in the country.PPIs are instruments that facilitate 

the purchase of goods and services, against the 

value stored in such instruments. 

12. Cairn Energy has sued which of the following 
to enforce a $1.2 billion arbitration award that it 
won in a tax dispute against India, according to 
a U.S. District Court filing? 
A. SpiceJet 
B. Air India 
C. Vistara 
D. IndiGo 
E. Etihad Airways 
 
Correct Answer – B. Air India 
Explanation: Cairn Energy has sued Air India to 

enforce a $1.2 billion arbitration award that it 

won in a tax dispute against India, according to 

a U.S. District Court filing.The British firm Cairn 

was awarded by an arbitration tribunal in 

December 2020.The body ruled India breached 

an investment treaty with Britain and said New 

Delhi was liable to pay. 

13.  The government has granted tax exemption 
to 4 more foreign funds for their earnings from 
infrastructure investments made in India 
between now and March 2024. They are now 
eligible for relief under which section of the 
Income Tax Act? 
A. 5 
B. 8 
C. 10 
D. 12 
E. 15 
 

Correct Answer – C. 10 
Explanation: The government has granted tax 

exemption to 4 more foreign funds for their 

earnings from infrastructure investments made 

in India between now and March 2024.The 

exemption is for 3 pension funds and one UK 

development finance institution.They are now 

eligible for relief under section 10 of the Income 

Tax Act which deals with earnings not to be 

included in the taxable income. 

14. World Rugby has confirmed the dates for 
the 2022's women's Rugby World Cup in which 
country? 
A. Australia 
B. New Zealand 
C. Japan 
D. Spain 
E. France 
 
Correct Answer – B. New Zealand 
Explanation: World Rugby has confirmed the 

dates for the 2022's women's Rugby World Cup 

in New Zealand.The tournament will run from 8 

Oct-12 Nov 2022.The 12-team tournament was 

due to be held in 2021.The third-place playoff 
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and final will be played on 12 November 2022, 

with Eden Park set to create history by becoming 

the first stadium to host both the men’s and 

women’s Rugby World Cup finals. 

New Zealand:  

 Capital - Wellington. 

 Currency - New Zealand dollar. 

 Prime Minister - Jacinda Ardern. 

 National Sport - Rugby. 

15. Epsilon Advance Material (EAMPL), a 
subsidiary of Epsilon Carbon has signed an MoU 
with Beowulf Mining plc to set up a joint 
venture company in which country? 
A. Sweden 
B. Finland 
C. Norway 

D. France 
E. Denmark 
 
Correct Answer: B. Finland 
Explanation: Epsilon Advance Material (EAMPL), 

a subsidiary of Epsilon Carbon has signed an MoU 

with Beowulf Mining plc to set up a joint venture 

company in Finland.According to the 

agreement, Epsilon and Beowulf will jointly 

develop a strategic processing hub for both 

natural flake and recycled graphite in Finland.The 

JV's  Active Anode Material project will supply 

anode material to Europe. 

Finland: 

 Capital - Helsinki. 

 Currency - Euro

15th May 2021 Quiz
1. Eighth Instalment of PM Kisan Samman Nidhi 
has been released. Under the Scheme, the 
Government of India transfers how much 
amount to the account of small and marginal 
farmers? 
A. Rs 2,000 
B. Rs 4,000 
C. Rs 6,000 
D. Rs 8,000 
E. Rs 10,000 
 
Correct Answer: C. Rs 6,000 
Explanation: Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi recently released the eighth instalment 

of Prime Minister Kisan Samman Nidhi. The 

Government of India transfers Rs 6,000 to the 

account of small and marginal farmers. These 

funds are transferred in three instalments. The 

first instalment of Rs 2,000 is made between 

April and June. The second Instalment is made 

between August and November. The third 

instalment is made between December and 

March. 

About PMKSN 

 The scheme was begun in 2018. 

 The scheme provides financial support to 

farmers who hold land ownership up to 

two hectares. 

 Since its inception, the GoI has 

provided Rs 75,000 crores. 

 It aims to cover 125 million farmers 

irrespective of their land size. 

2. How much amount has been received in 
remittances in 2020 by India, according to World 
Bank? 
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A. $65 billion 
B. $102 billion 
C. $125 billion 
D. $132 billion 
E. $83 billion 
 
Correct Answer – E. $83 billion 
Explanation: India was the largest recipient 

of remittances in 2020, as per the 

report, “Migration and Development Brief 

“ released by the World Bank. India has been the 

largest recipient of remittances since 2008. 

However, the remittance received by India in 

2020 was over USD 83 billion, which is a drop of 

0.2 per cent from 2019 (USD 83.3 

billion). Globally, the remittance flow was USD 

540 billion in 2020, which is 1.9% lower as 

compared to that of 2019, when it was USD 548 

billion. 

Top Five Countries 

The top five remittance recipient countries in 

2020, in current US dollar terms, were India, 

China, Mexico, the Philippines, and Egypt.The top 

five recipients in 2020, as a share of gross 

domestic product (GDP), were, by contrast, 

smaller economies: Tonga, Lebanon, Kyrgyz 

Republic, Tajikistan, and El Salvador. 

Top Source Country For Remittance 

The largest remittance-sending country in 2020 

was United States (USD68 billion).It was followed 

by the UAE (USD43 billion), Saudi Arabia 

(USD34.5 billion), Switzerland (USD27.9 billion), 

Germany (USD22 billion), and China (USD18 

billion).From India, the Remittances outflow in 

2020 was USD 7 billion, against USD 7.5 billion in 

2019. 

Important Points: 

 World Bank Headquarters: Washington, 

D.C., United States. 

 World Bank Formation: July 1944. 

 World Bank President: David Malpass 

3. Which of the following state recently 
declared Malerkotla as the 23rd district of the 
state, on the occasion of Eid-ul-Fitr? 
A. Gujarat 
B. Rajasthan 
C. Himachal Pradesh 
D. Haryana 
E. Punjab 
 

Correct Answer – E. Punjab 
Explanation: Punjab Chief Minister Amarinder 

Singh has declared Malerkotla as the 23rd 

district of the state on May 14, 2021, on the 

occasion of Eid-ul-Fitr. Malerkotla is a Muslim-

dominated area and has been carved out of 

the Sangrur district of the state. The government 

had promised that Malerkotla will be declared a 

district soon in 2017. 

Important Points: 

 Punjab CM: Captain Amarinder Singh. 

 Punjab Governor: V.P.Singh Badnore. 

4. Which football team has won the 2020-21 
Premier League championship? 
A. Manchester City 
B. Chelsea 
C. Liverpool 
D. Barcelona 
E. Real Madrid 
 
Correct Answer – A. Manchester City 
Explanation:  Manchester City has 

crowned Premier League champions for the third 

time in four seasons after Manchester 

United crashed to a 2-1 defeat 

against Leicester. United started the century 
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dominating English football, now City is the force 

with five titles in 10 seasons and the biggest 

spenders on transfers and salaries. City has now 

won three Premier League titles and eight major 

trophies under Guardiola, who last year signed a 

new two-year contract to remain at the club until 

2023. 

5. Who among the following has topped the 
‘World’s 50 Greatest Leaders’ list for 2021, 
released by Fortune Magazine? 
A. Dan Schulman 
B. Jacinda Ardern 
C. John Nkengasong 
D. Adam Silver 
E. Jessica Tan 
 
Correct Answer – B. Jacinda Ardern 
Explanation:  New Zealand Prime 

Minister, Jacinda Ardern has topped the ‘World’s 

50 Greatest Leaders’ list for 2021, released 

by Fortune Magazine. The ‘World’s 50 Greatest 

Leaders’ list for 2021 is the eighth edition of the 

annual list which celebrates leaders, some well-

known and others who aren’t so familiar, who 

made a difference amid the “truly 

unprecedented times” of the Covid-19 

pandemic.From India, Adar Poonawalla, the chief 

executive officer (CEO) of Serum Institute of India 

(SII) is the only Indian among the top 10 names. 

He is placed in the 10th spot. 

List of Top 10 Fortune’s World’s 50 Greatest 

Leaders 2021 

1. Jacinda Ardern, Prime Minister of New 

Zealand 

2. mRNA Pioneers 

3. Dan Schulman, CEO of PayPal 

4. Dr John Nkengasong, director of Africa 

Centres for Disease Control and 

Prevention 

5. Adam Silver; Michele Roberts; Chris Paul, 

NBA Rescuers 

6. Jessica Tan, founder of Ping An Group 

7. Justin Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury 

for the Church of England/Anglican 

Church 

8. Stacey Abrams, founder of Fair Fight 

9. Reshorna Fitzpatrick, pastor for 

Proceeding Word Church, Chicago 

10. Adar Poonawalla, CEO of Serum Institute 

of India 

6. Who will be the Chief Executive officer (CEO) 
of National Asset Reconstruction Company 
(NARCL), a proposed entity for taking over bad 
loans of lenders, predominantly public sector 
banks? 
A. Jose J Kattoor 
B. T Rabi Sankar 
C. Padmakumar M Nair 
D. TV Somanathan 
E. Arun Raste 
 
Correct Answer – C. Padmakumar M Nair 
Explanation: Padmakumar M Nair of State Bank 

of India (SBI) will be the chief executive of 

National Asset Reconstruction Company 

(NARCL).a proposed entity for taking over bad 

loans of lenders, predominantly public sector 

banks. NARC, also called a 'bad' bank, is expected 

to be operational in June 2021.Nair, a career 

banker with SBI, has been chief general manager 

(CGM) in the stressed assets resolution group 

(SARG) of the bank since April 2020.Prior to his 

elevation in 2020, he worked as general manager 

in the SARG from 2017. He has worked mostly in 

the corporate banking segment in the last two 

decades. 

7. Which bank has entered into a strategic tie-
up with Mashreq Bank of UAE, to facilitate 
money transfers from the UAE to India? 
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A. ICICI Bank 
B. HDFC Bank 
C. Federal Bank 
D. Induslnd Bank 
E. Axis Bank 
 
Correct Answer – C. Federal Bank 
Explanation: Federal Bank has entered into a 

strategic tie-up with Mashreq Bank of UAE, to 

facilitate money transfers from the UAE to 

India.The partnership will support Mashreq’s 

payment product “QuickRemit”, which was 

launched in 2017.The agreement made Mashreq 

bank as the first bank in the UAE to offer instant 

and same day credit facility to so many places, 

including the UK, Singapore, Philippines, 

Australia, Canada, Sri Lanka and majority of 

European countries. 

8. Name the Indian American professor who 
won the Sheikh Zayed Book Award in 2021 for 
his/her book titled “Arabic Oration: Art and 
Function” , thus became the first person from 
India to win the award? 
A. Asad Abidi 
B. Tahera Quthbuddin 
C. Akbar S. Ahmed 
D. Ayesha Jalal 
E. Nergis Mavalvala 

Correct Answer – B. Tahera Quthbuddin  
Explanation: Mumbai born American, Tahera 

Qutbuddin, Professor of Arabic Literature, 

Department of NELC, University of Chicago, won 

the Sheikh Zayed Book Award in 2021 for her 

book titled “Arabic Oration: Art and Function”. 

She became the first person from India to win 

the award.She won the award under the Arab 

Culture in Other Languages category.The awards 

under 8 different book categories were 

announced at the 15th annual Sheikh Zayed Book 

Award held in Abu Dhabi.The awards will be 

formally presented to the winners in a digital 

ceremony in May 2021 in Abu Dhabi. 

9. Which NBFCs has collaborated with NIRA, a 
Bangalore-based fintech start-up to strengthen 
its digital footprint and enhance the personal 
loans growth? 
A. Bajaj Finserv 
B. Muthoot Finance Ltd. 
C. Tata Capital Financial Services Ltd. 
D. Mahindra & Mahindra Financial Services 
Limited 
E. HDB Finance Services 
 

Correct Answer – B. Muthoot Finance Ltd. 
Explanation: The Muthoot Finance Limited 

collaborated with NIRA, a Bangalore-based 

fintech start-up to strengthen its digital footprint 

and enhance the personal loans growth.Loan 

Benefit under the partnership: The salaried 

customers could avail personal loan up to Rs 1 

lakh from Muthoot Finance through the NIRA app 

(downloadable from Google’s Play store).NIRA 

fintech is offering small ticket personal loans to 

salaried customers of India’s middle class. They 

offer loans to the low-income salaried class 

starting with an income of Rs 12,000 per month 

onwards. 

10. Who won the Men’s Singles Title in Madrid 
Open tennis tournament 2021? 
A. Alexander Zverev 
B. Horacio Zeballos 
C. Marcel Granollers 
D. Rafael Nadal 
E. Novak Djokovic 
 
Correct Answer – A. Alexander Zverev 
Explanation: Germany’s Alexander Zverev 

defeated Matteo Berrettini of Italy to win the 

Men’s Singles Title of the 2021 Madrid Open 

(19th Edition on ATP).This is the 2nd Madrid 

Open Title (previous one – 2018) & 4th Masters 
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1000 Title for Alexander Zverev.In the Women’s 

Singles Category, Belarus’ Aryna Sabalenka 

defeated World No.1 Ashleigh Barty (Australia) to 

clinch her maiden Madrid Open Title. The 2021 

Madrid Open is the 20th edition of the 

Tournament in WTA .The 2021 Madrid Open was 

held from 30th April 2021 – 9th May 2021 at 

Manzanares Park Tennis Center (also known as 

Manolo Santana Stadium), Madrid, Spain.The 

Madrid Open is a Clay-court event. 

11. In May 2021, which state-approved a 
scheme to provide a subsidy of 25% or Rs10 
crores, whichever is lower, of the total 
expenditure? 
A. Pravin Kumar Purwar 
B. Saurabh Garg 
C. Sunil Kumar 
D. Sandip Das 
E. Vishal Sampat 
 
Correct Answer: B. Saurabh Garg 
Explanation: As per the Unique Identification 

Authority of India (UIDAI) statement, "No one 

shall be denied vaccines, medicines, 

hospitalisation or treatment for want of Aadhaar 

number".UIDAI issued the statement after a 

section of media reported that vaccination and 

few other essential services such as 

hospitalisation were being denied to residents 

for want of Aadhaar.Saurabh Garg is the Chief 

Executive Officer of Unique Identification 

Authority of India. 

12. The Health Department of which state has 
introduced the use of Baricitinib medicine in 
Covid treatment protocols? 
A. Maharashtra 
B. Goa 
C. Gujarat 
D. Haryana 
E. Telangana 
 

Correct Answer – B. Goa 
Explanation:The Goa Health Department has 

introduced the use 

of Baricitinib medicine in Covid treatment 

protocols.Baricitinib is generally used to treat 

rheumatoid arthritis in adults.The use of 

Baricitinib had prevented patients from reaching 

the oxygen stage/breathlessness. 

Goa: 

 Chief Minister - Pramod Sawant. 

 Governor - Bhagat Singh Koshyari. 

 Lok Sabha seats - 2. 

 Rajya Sabha seats - 1. 

13. Who has become the first Indian-origin 
fighter to win a world title in a top-level MMA 
event? 
A. Herb Dhaliwal 
B. Arjan Bhullar 
C. Ashish Bagai 
D. Tad Murty 
E. Jaspreet Singh 
 
Correct Answer – B. Arjan Bhullar 
Explanation: Arjan Bhullar has become the first 

Indian-origin fighter to win a world title in a top-

level MMA event.He defeated Filipino-

American's Brandon Vera to become the 

heavyweight world champion in the Singapore-

based One Championship.He had also become 

the first Indian-origin freestyle wrestler to 

represent Canada at the Olympics. 

14. The National Gallery of Modern Art (NGMA), 
in which city, is creating a virtual museum space 
through its online summer programme 
NAIMISHA 2021? 
A. Chennai 
B. New Delhi 
C. Ranchi 
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D. Kolkata 
E. Mumbai 
 
Correct Answer – B. New Delhi 
Explanation:  The National Gallery of Modern Art 

(NGMA), New Delhi is creating a virtual museum 

space through its online summer 

programme NAIMISHA 2021.This unique art 

fiesta will provide a platform to create and 

engage with the arts.The current duration of the 

programme is 17th May to 13th June 2021.The 

exhibition of selected artworks will be displayed 

on NGMA’s website. 

15. In a global first, which of the following has 
announced the launch of miniTV? 

A. Walmart 
B. Amazon India 
C. Wayfair  
D. Flipkart 
E. eBay 
 
Correct Answer: B. Amazon India 
Explanation: In a global first for Amazon, Amazon 

India has announced the launch of miniTV.It is a 

free, ad-supported video streaming service 

available within the Amazon shopping 

app.miniTV will offer content from studios like 

TVF, Pocket Aces; tech expert Trakin Tech; 

comedians such as Ashish Chanchlani, Amit 

Bhadana; and food-related content from Kabita's 

Kitchen and Gobble.

16th & 17th May 2021 
Quiz

1.  What is the theme of World Hypertension 
Day 2021? 
A. Measure your blood pressure…at home 
B. Know Your Number 
C. Know your Blood Pressure 
D. High blood pressure 
E. Measure Your Blood Pressure Accurately, 
Control It, Live Longer 
 
Correct Answer: E. Measure Your Blood 
Pressure Accurately, Control It, Live Longer 
Explanation: World Hypertension Day (WHD) is 

celebrated on 17 May worldwide to promote 

public awareness of increasing high blood 

pressure (BP) and to encourage citizens of all 

countries to prevent and control this silent killer. 

The day was held for the first time in May 2005. 

World Hypertension Day (WHD) is an initiative of 

the World Hypertension League (WHL), an 

affiliated section of the International Society of 

Hypertension. The theme for World 

Hypertension Day 2021 is Measure Your Blood 

Pressure Accurately, Control It, Live Longer. 

2. Which of the following state recently 
launched the ‘Ayush Ghar-Dwar’ program to 
keep the home isolated Covid-19 positive 
patients healthy by practising Yoga? 
A. Uttar Pradesh 
B. Uttarakhand 
C. Maharashtra 
D. Gujarat 
E. Himachal Pradesh 
 

Correct Answer – E. Himachal Pradesh 
Explanation: Himachal Government has launched 

the ‘Ayush Ghar-Dwar’ program to keep the 

home isolated Covid-19 positive patients healthy 

by practising Yoga. This program has been 

started by the Department of AYUSH in 

collaboration with the Art of Living 

organisation. Yoga Bharti’s instructors would 
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provide their services in the program. During the 

launch, about 80 home isolated Covid positive 

patients from all over the state were also 

connected virtually.Under the program, 

approximately 1000 virtual groups on social 

media platforms like zoom, WhatsApp and 

Google meet will be formed to connect with 

COVID positive patients in home isolation. The 

initiative intends to provide a holistic healthcare 

approach through AYUSH to ensure not only 

physical but also mental, social and spiritual 

wellbeing. 

Important Points: 

 Himachal Pradesh Governor: Bandaru 

Dattatreya; 

 Himachal Pradesh CM: Jai Ram Thakur. 

3. Indian-American _____________ has been 
appointed senior adviser to U.S. President Joe 
Biden. 
A. Mala Adiga 
B. Garima Verma 
C. Neera Tanden 
D. Gautam Raghavan 
E. Vinay Reddy 
 

Correct Answer – C. Neera Tanden 
Explanation: Indian-American Neera Tanden has 

been appointed senior adviser to U.S. President 

Joe Biden. She is currently the president and CEO 

of a progressive think-tank, Center for American 

Progress (CAP). She withdrew her nomination as 

Director of the White House Office of 

Management and Budget due to stiff opposition 

from Republican senators. Ms Tanden previously 

served as a senior adviser for health reforms at 

the US Department of Health and Human 

Services. She worked with Congress and 

stakeholders on particular provisions of former 

President Barack Obama’s signature legislative 

achievement, the Affordable Care Act. 

4. What was the profession of MS Narasimhan, 
who has passed away? 
A. Astronaut 
B. Social Activist 
C. Agricultural scientist 
D. Mathematician 
E. Musician 
 
Correct Answer – D. Mathematician 
Explanation: Noted Indian 

mathematician, Professor MS Narasimhan has 

passed away. Professor Narasimhan, along 

with C. S. Seshadri, were known for their proof of 

the Narasimhan–Seshadri theorem. He is the only 

Indian to receive the King Faisal International 

Prize in the field of science. He was graduated 

from Loyola College, Chennai, and Tata Institute 

of Fundamental Research, Bombay Narasimhan 

had also obtained PhD from Mumbai University. 

5. ____________ beat world number one Novak 
Djokovic to win a 10th Italian Open title. 
A. Rafael Nadal 
B. Stefanos Tsitsipas 
C. Matteo Berrettini 
D. Fabio Fognini 
E. David Goffin 
 
Correct Answer – A. Rafael Nadal 
Explanation: Rafael Nadal beat world number 

one Novak Djokovic to win a 10th Italian Open 

title. Second seed Nadal won through 7-5, 1-6, 6-

3 in 2hr 49min against the defending champion in 

the 57th career showdown between the pair. The 

victory also earned Nadal a 36th ATP Masters 

1000 crown, equalling Djokovic’s record since the 

series was established in 1990. In the women’s 

category, Polish teenager Iga Swiatek crushed 

Czech ninth seed Karolina Pliskova 6-0, 6-0 to win 
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the Italian Open title. Swiatek, ranked 15, 

claimed her third WTA title. 

6. Tejaswini Shankar associated with which 
sports who gold at Big 12 Outdoor Track and 
Field Championships in Manhattan, USA? 
A. Boxing 
B. Wrestling 
C. Archery 
D. High Jump 
E. Shot Put 
 
Correct Answer – D. High Jump 
Explanation: India’s Tejaswini Shankar won back-

to-back men’s high jump titles in the Big 12 

Outdoor Track and Field Championships in 

Manhattan, USA.Shankar cleared the bar at 

2.28m to win high jump gold, but his efforts fell 

short of Tokyo Olympic Games qualification 

standard of 2.33m.Shankar had also won the 

men’s high jump title in the 2019 edition of the 

Big 12 Outdoor Track and Field Championships 

while the 2020 edition was cancelled due to the 

Covid-19 pandemic.The Delhi-based national 

record in men’s high jump is studying business 

administration at Kansas State University.He is on 

a four-year athletics scholarship since 2017. 

7. Which becomes the first country in the world 
to ban all synthetic cannabinoid substances? 
A. Japan 
B. China 
C. India 
D. South Korea 
E. Russia 
  
Correct Answer – B. China 
Explanation: China will become the world’s first 

country to ban all synthetic cannabinoid 

substances.The ban is likely to come into effect 

on July 1.The move comes as China tries to curb 

the manufacturing and trafficking of the drug. 

8. Who become the only Indian to the Whitley 
Award 2021 for his efforts toward creating 
“Biodiversity Peace Corridor”? 
A. Jadav Payeng 
B. Sumaira Abdulali 
C. Y Nuku Phom 
D. Rajendra Singh 
E. Kinkri Devi 
 
Correct Answer – C. Y Nuku Phom 
Explanation: An environmentalist from 

Nagaland’s remote Longleng district Y Nuklu 

Phom has won this year’s Whitley Awards 2021, 

also known as the Green Oscar.His name, along 

with that of five others, was announced in a 

virtual award ceremony organised by the UK-

based Whitley Fund for Nature (WFN).Worth 

£40,000, the award is for creating a new network 

of community-owned forests to protect Amur 

Falcons and increase biodiversity in Nagaland.He 

is the only Indian to win the prestigious 

award.The award to Y Nuklu Phom was donated 

by the MAVA Foundation.The Whitley Award is 

also known as the ‘Green Oscar’. 

9. Which subsidiary of the Reserve Bank of India 
is building a next-generation Digital Financial 
Infrastructure named National Digital Financial 
Infrastructure (NADI)? 
A. Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee 
Corporation of India (DICGC) 
B. Bharatiya Reserve Bank Note Mudran Private 
Limited (BRBNMPL) 
C. Reserve Bank Information Technology Private 
Limited (ReBIT) 
D. Indian Financial Technology and Allied Services 
(IFTAS) 
E. Institute for Development and Research in 
Banking Technology (IDRBT) 
 

Correct Answer – E. Institute for Development 
and Research in Banking Technology (IDRBT) 
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Explanation: The Institute for Development and 

Research in Banking Technology (IDRBT), an arm 

of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), is building a 

next-generation Digital Financial Infrastructure 

named National Digital Financial Infrastructure 

(NADI).NADI will be owned by the Government of 

India, with NADI’s high-speed network, the 

government could monitor and control all 

financial activity, and it will also make security 

easier.Its modern network infrastructure includes 

5G/Edge Cloud with SDNs (software-defined 

networking) for connecting to the critical data 

centre infrastructure at the back-end.It could 

protect the network from outside elements and 

quickly isolate the network in the event of 

counter-attacks by separating financial network 

traffic from other traffic with clear entry points. 

10. According to the ‘Environmental Risk 
Outlook 2021’ released by Verisk Maplecroft, 
which is the safest city in the world? 
A. Glasgow, Scotland 
B. London, England 
C. New York, USA 
D. Copenhagen, Denmark 
E. Oslo, Norway 
 
Correct Answer – A. Glasgow, Scotland 
Explanation:  According to the ‘Environmental 

Risk Outlook 2021’ released by Verisk 

Maplecroft, India has 43 of the World’s 100 most 

environmentally riskiest cities and China has 37 

most environmentally riskiest cities.Jakarta in 

Indonesia was ranked as the riskiest city in the 

world, followed by Delhi and Chennai.99 of the 

World’s 100 riskiest cities are in Asia.Lima, Peru is 

the only non-Asian city to be listed in the World’s 

100 Riskiest cities.Glasgow, Scotland was ranked 

as the safest city in the report. 

11. Which of the following has announced an 
initiative to support its new tractor customers 

and will provide health insurance of ₹1 lakh and 
pre-approved emergency financial support to 
farmers? 
A. Escorts Agri Machinery 
B. Tractors And Farm Equipments Limited 
C. Mahindra & Mahindra Ltd 
D. HMT Limited 
E. Sonalika International 
 
Correct Answer: C. Mahindra & Mahindra Ltd 
Explanation: Mahindra & Mahindra 

Ltd has announced an initiative to support its 

new tractor customers amid the second wave of 

the COVID-19.It will provide health insurance 

of ₹1 lakh and pre-approved emergency financial 

support to farmers.Under its 'M-Protect 

COVID' plan, the company aims to safeguard new 

Mahindra tractor customers and their families 

against the eventuality of contracting COVID-19. 

12. In May 2021, Flipkart has appointed whom 
as its new Head of strategy? 
A. Rahul Rajdeep 
B. Vipin Desai 
C. Dinkar Ayilavarapu 
D. Bhaskar Ghosh 
E. Krishna Jain 
 
Correct Answer – C. Dinkar Ayilavarapu 
Explanation: Flipkart has appointed a former 

partner at management consulting firm Bain & 

Co. Dinkar Ayilavarapu as its new Head of 

strategy.Ayilavarapu is joining as Vice-President, 

corporate strategy.Ayilavarapu has worked at 

Bain for 14 years in their India, New York, and 

South Africa offices and was a part of their 

technology, media, telecom, and M&A 

practices.He has also worked with ITC Ltd. 

13. Which of the following released the State of 
Working India 2021 report? 
A. Alliance University 
B. Dayananda Sagar University 
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C. Azim Premji University 
D. Ashoka University 
E. Garden City University 
 

Correct Answer – C. Azim Premji University 
Explanation: The State of Working India 2021 

report was released by Azim Premji University 

(APU).The report covers the period March 2020 

to December 2020, dwells on the impact of one 

year of Covid-19 on employment, incomes, 

inequality, and poverty.It has found a correlation 

between the reduction in mobility of people in a 

state owing to the lockdown in 2020 and the 

drop in family income. 

14. In Tennis, who won the Italian 
Open Women’s Singles title in May 2021? 
A. Karolina Pliskova 
B. Iga Swiatek 
C. Simona Halep 
D. Naomi Osaka 
E. Sofia Kenin 
 
Correct Answer – B. Iga Swiatek 
Explanation: Poland's Iga 

Swiatek defeated Karolina Pliskova from Czech 6-

0 to win the Italian Open on 16 May 2021.The 

French Open champion took just 45 minutes to 

win the match.Swiatek, ranked 15, claimed her 

third WTA title having followed her Roland 

Garros success with a win in Adelaide in January 

2021. 

Winners of Australian Open 2021: 

 Men’s Singles: Novak Djokovic (Serbia). 

 Women’s Singles: Naomi Osaka (Japan). 

Winners of Italian Open 2021: 

 Men’s Singles: Rafael Nadal (Spain). 

 Women’s Singles: Iga Swiatek (Poland). 

15. In May 2021, in Odisha, in the Niyamgiri Hill 
range, 23 persons belonging to which 
community have tested positive for COVID-19?  
A. Kolam 
B. Dongria Kondh 
C. Asur 
D. Maria Gond 
E. Toda 
 
Correct Answer: B. Dongria Kondh 
Explanation: The COVID-19 situation has 

worsened in certain areas inhabited by 

Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs) 

in Odisha.23 persons belonging to the Dongria 

Kondh community, a PVTG in the Niyamgiri Hill 

range in Odisha, have tested positive for COVID-

19.Similarly, in Malkangiri district, Bonda 

Hill, home to the Bonda community, another 

PVTG, has been declared as a containment 

zone.PVTGs are more vulnerable among tribal 

groups.They have a declining or stagnant 

population, low level of literacy, pre-agricultural 

level of technology, and are economically 

backward.There are 75 PVTGs, spread over 18 

states and one Union Territory (A&N Islands) in 

the country (2011 census). 

16. Who has been appointed as the as Executive 
Director (ED) in the Reserve Bank of India? 
A. Jose J Kattoor 
B. T Rabi Sankar 
C. Padmakumar M Nair 
D. TV Somanathan 
E. Arun Raste 
 
Correct Answer: A. Jose J Kattoor 
Explanation:  The Reserve Bank of India has 

appointed Jose J Kattoor as Executive Director 

(ED).Prior to being promoted as ED, Mr Kattoor 

was heading Bengaluru Regional Office of the 

Reserve Bank as Regional Director for 

Karnataka.He will look after Human Resource 
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Management Department, Corporate Strategy 

and Budget Department and Rajbhasha 

Department.Mr Kattoor has, over a span of three 

decades, served in communication, human 

resource management, financial inclusion, 

supervision, currency management and other 

areas in the Reserve Bank. 

17. Which education body has launched ‘Dost 
for Life’, an exclusive psychological counselling 
app for students and parents?  
A. NCERT 
B. Education Ministry 
C. CBSE 
D. NCTE 
E. NIOS 
 
Correct Answer: C. CBSE 
Explanation: Central Board of Secondary 

Education (CBSE) has launched a new mobile app 

for students and parents. The new app ‘Dost for 

Life’ is an exclusive psychological counselling app 

for students and parents of CBSE-affiliated 

schools.The new App will simultaneously cater to 

students and parents from CBSE-affiliated 

schools in different geographies across the 

world.The app will also provide students with 

other resource material such as suggestive 

course guides for after senior secondary 

education, tips on mental health and well being, 

and a ‘corona guide’ with information on daily 

safety protocol, learning from home and self-

care.The counselling sessions shall be provided to 

students of classes 9-12 by 83 volunteer 

counsellors and school principals. 

18. Who has been named the ICC Men’s Player 
of the Month for April 2021? 
A. Fakhar Zaman 
B. Babar Azam 
C. Mohammad Hafeez 

D. Imam-ul-Haq 
E. Shaheen Afridi 
 
Correct Answer: B. Babar Azam 
Explanation:  Pakistani skipper Babar Azam has 

been named the ICC Men’s Player of the Month 

for April 2021 for his consistent and stellar 

performances across all formats in the recently 

concluded series against South Africa.The ICC 

Player of the Month Awards recognise and 

celebrate the best performances from both male 

and female cricketers across all forms of 

international cricket throughout the year.Along 

with Babar, Australian women’s team 

wicketkeeper-batsman Alyssa Healy also bagged 

the ICC Women’s Player of The Month accolade 

for her incredible performances during the 

month of April. 

 19. Rajya Sabha member, Raghunath 
Mohapatra has passed away recently, he was a 
veteran ______ also. 
A. Journalist 
B. Dancer 
C. Sculptor 
D. Doctor 
E. Writer 
 
Correct Answer: C. Sculptor 
Explanation: Eminent sculptor, architect, and 

Rajya Sabha member, Raghunath Mohapatra has 

passed away while undergoing treatment for 

COVID-19. Hailing from Odisha, Mohapatra was 

awarded Padma Shri in 1975, Padma Bhushan in 

2001 and Padma Vibhushan in 2013 for his 

pioneering contributions to the world of art, 

architecture and culture. 

20. Which bank has been excluded from the 
Second Schedule of the RBI Act by the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI)?  
A. DBS Bank India Ltd 
B. Lakshmi Vilas Bank 
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C. Bandhan Bank 
D. Kotak Mahindra Bank 
E. Dhanlaxmi Bank 
 
Correct Answer: B. Lakshmi Vilas Bank 
Explanation: The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has 

excluded Lakshmi Vilas Bank (LVB) from the 

Second Schedule of the RBI Act after it was 

merged with DBS Bank India Ltd (DBIL) last year.A 

bank mentioned in the Second Schedule of the 

Reserve Bank of India Act is known as ‘Scheduled 

Commercial Bank’.Last year in November, the 

government had approved the merger of crisis-

ridden Lakshmi Vilas Bank with DBS Bank 

India.The RBI had also superseded the board of 

the LVB and appointed T N Manoharan, former 

non-executive chairman of Canara Bank, as the 

administrator of the bank for 30 days.

 

18th May 2021 Quiz
1. International Invincible Gold Medal of 2021 
has been conferred on_____________________. 
A. Harsh Vardhan 
B. Nirmala Sitharaman 
C. Amit Shah 
D. Narendra Modi 
E. Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank 
 
Correct Answer: E. Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank 
Explanation: International Invincible Gold Medal 

of this year has been conferred on Union 

Education Minister Dr Ramesh Pokhriyal 

Nishank.He has been recognised for his 

extraordinary commitment and outstanding 

service to humanity through his writings, social 

and illustrious public life.The decision was made 

after due deliberations by a high-powered 

committee duly constituted under the leadership 

of Dr Tony Nader who is the global head of 

the Maharshi organisation.This honour will be 

given by the worldwide Maharishi Organization & 

its universities. 

2. World AIDS Vaccine Day, (also known as HIV 
Vaccine Awareness Day), is observed annually 
on __________. 
A. May 16 
B. May 17 

C. May 18 
D. May 19 
E. May 20 
 
Correct Answer – C. May 18 
Explanation: World AIDS Vaccine Day, (also 

known as HIV Vaccine Awareness Day), is 

observed annually on May 18 to promote the 

continued urgent need for a vaccine to prevent 

HIV infection and AIDS.  The first World AIDS 

Vaccine Day was thus observed on May 18, 1998, 

to commemorate the anniversary of Clinton’s 

speech. The concept of World AIDS Vaccine Day 

was proposed on May 18, 1997, during a 

commencement speech at Morgan State 

University made by then-President Bill 

Clinton, which underlined the need for a vaccine 

to curb the spread of HIV. 

3. When was International Museum Day is 
celebrated? 
A. 18 May 
B. 19 May 
C. 15 May 
D. 16 May 
E. 17 May 
 

Correct Answer – A. 18 May 
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Explanation: The International Museum Day is 

celebrated on 18 May, since 1977, to raise 

awareness about the fact that “Museums are an 

important means of cultural exchange, 

enrichment of cultures and development of 

mutual understanding, cooperation and peace 

among peoples”. The theme of International 

Museum Day 2021: “The Future of Museums: 

Recover and Reimagine”. It is coordinated by 

the International Council of Museums (ICOM). 

Important Points: 

 President of International Council Of 

Museums: Suay Aksoy; 

 International Council Of Museums 

Headquarters: Paris, France; 

 International Council Of Museums 

Founder: Chauncey J. Hamlin; 

 International Council Of Museums 

Founded: 1946. 

4. India lost the ONGC Videsh Ltd-discovered 
Farzad-B gas field. Farzad-B gas field is situated 
in which country? 
A. Kuwait 
B. Saudi Arabia 
C. Iran 
D. Qatar 
E. Bahrain 
 
Correct Answer – C. Iran 
Explanation:India lost the ONGC Videsh Ltd-

discovered Farzad-B gas field in the Persian Gulf 

after Iran awarded a contract for developing the 

giant gas field to a local company. The National 

Iranian Oil Company (NIOC) has signed a contract 

worth USD 1.78 billion with Petropars Group for 

the development of Farzad B Gas Field in the 

Persian Gulf.The field holds 23 trillion cubic 

feet of in-place gas reserves, of which about 60 

per cent is recoverable. It also holds gas 

condensates of about 5,000 barrels per billion 

cubic feet of gas.ONGC Videsh Ltd (OVL), the 

overseas investment arm of state-owned Oil and 

Natural Gas Corp (ONGC), had in 2008 discovered 

a giant gas field in the Farsi offshore exploration 

block. OVL and its partners had offered to invest 

up to USD 11 billion for the development of the 

discovery, which was later named Farzad-B. 

Important Points: 

 Iran Capital: Tehran; 

 Iran Currency: Iranian rial; 

 Iran President: Hassan Rouhani. 

5. Who has been posthumously inducted into 
the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame? 
A. Toni Kukoc 
B. Kobe Bryant 
C. Kevin Garnett 
D. Tim Duncan 
E. Paul Westphal 
 
Correct Answer – B. Kobe Bryant 
Explanation: Los Angeles Lakers legend, Kobe 

Bryant has been posthumously inducted into 

the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of 

Fame. He was presented at the ceremony in 

Connecticut by NBA great Michael Jordan and his 

widow, Vanessa, accepted his induction on his 

behalf. Los Angeles Lakers great Bryant retired 

in 2016; he was the NBA Most Valuable 

Player in 2008. The five-time NBA champion died, 

aged 41, in a helicopter crash in January 2020. 

6. According to the ‘State of Indian Healthcare – 
Indian Cities through the lens of healthcare 
2021’ report released by Housing.com, which is 
the healthiest city among the top 8 urban cities 
of India? 
A. Indore, Madhya Pradesh 
B. Pune, Maharshtra 
C. Ahmedabad, Gujarat 
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D. Bengaluru, Karnataka 
E. Chennai, Tamil Nadu 
 
Correct Answer – B. Pune, Maharshtra 
Explanation: According to ‘State of Indian 

Healthcare – Indian Cities through the lens of 

healthcare 2021’ report released by 

Housing.com, an real estate portal – Pune, 

Maharashtra is the healthiest city among the top 

8 urban cities of India.The ranking is done with 

regard to parameters like number of hospital 

beds, ease of living, water quality, and local body 

performance.The top 3 cities are – Pune, 

Ahmedabad (Gujarat), Bengaluru (Karnataka). 

7. Moctor Ouane was reappointed as Prime 
Minister of which country? 
A. Uganda 
B. Rwanda 
C. Kenya 
D. Ethiopia 
E. Mali  
 
Correct Answer – E. Mali 
Explanation: Moctor Ouane was reappointed as 

Prime Minister of Mali by President Bah 

Ndaw.Moctor had submitted his resignation 

letter on May 14, 2021.He will be incharge of 

forming a new cabinet.He was appointed as 

Prime Minister of Mali in September 2020, 

following the military coup which overthrew 

President Ibrahim Boubacar Keita in August, 

2020.The Interim Government of Mali is set to 

hold a constitutional referendum on October 31, 

2021 followed by elections in February, 2022. 

8. Stupa Sports Analytics has partnered with 
which sports organization to provide Artificial 
Intelligence (AI)-enabled real-time match and 
practice solutions? 
A. International Table Tennis Federation (ITTF) 
B. International Olympic Committee (IOC) 
C. Badminton World Federation (BWF) 

D. International Hockey Federation (IHF) 
E.  International Shooting Sport Federation (ISSF) 
 
Correct Answer – A. International Table Tennis 
Federation (ITTF) 
Explanation: The International Table Tennis 

Federation (ITTF) has entered into a partnership 

with Stupa Sports Analytics, an Indian start-up 

company to provide Artificial Intelligence (AI)-

enabled real-time match and practice solutions 

to leading players in all its 226 member 

associations.AI will help in taking Table Tennis to 

the next level by providing real time and in-depth 

analysis.During COVID-19 pandemic, ITTF 

collaborated with Stupa Analytics to provide 

online training lessons.AI analytics will help 

players to optimise their training, unearth new 

revelations, patterns and discover data driven 

insights. 

9. Renowned cricketer Harry Frederick Gurney 
announced his retirement from the sport, he 
belongs to which country? 
A. New Zealand 
B. Australia 
C. South Africa 
D. England 
E. West Indies 
 
Correct Answer – D. England 
Explanation:  England’s Fast bowler Harry 

Frederick Gurney announced his retirement from 

Cricket at the age of 34.He has represented the 

England Cricket Team in 10 One Day 

Internationals (ODIs) & 2 Twenty20 

Internationals (T20Is).He picked up 11 wickets in 

10 ODIs & 3 wickets in his T20I career.He has 

played for clubs like Nottinghamshire, Melbourne 

Renegades (BBL – Big Bash League), Quetta 

Gladiators (PSL – Pakistan Super League), and 

Kolkata Knight Riders (IPL – Indian Premier 

League). 
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10. Google has announced the launch of which 
product in India to pay news publishers for their 
content online? 
A. News GoPay 
B. News Scroll 
C. News ePay 
D. News Showcase 
E. News ReaderPay 
 
Correct Answer – D. News Showcase 
Explanation:Google has announced the launch of 

its global product called News Showcase in 

India.Launched in October 2020, News Showcase 

is a global vehicle to pay news publishers for 

their content online.It also allows partnering 

publishers to curate content.It has sealed 

agreements with 30 Indian publishers to offer 

access to some of their content on News 

Showcase, including The Hindu Group. 

11. Exide Life Insurance Company Limited has 
announced the launch of Exide Life Guaranteed 
Wealth Plus. Where is Exide Life Insurance 
Company Limited headquartered? 
A. Bengaluru 
B. Mumbai 
C. Kolkata 
D. Chennai 
E. Pune 
 
Correct Answer: A. Bengaluru 
Explanation: Exide Life Insurance Company 

Limited has announced the launch of Exide Life 

Guaranteed Wealth Plus.It is a comprehensive 

life insurance plan that offers best-in-class 

guaranteed returns, to help customers fulfil their 

financial needs comfortably along various life 

stages.It is a non-linked, non-participating 

individual life insurance savings plan.Exide Life 

Insurance Company Limited is headquartered 

in Bengaluru. 

12. Noted Tamil writer Ki. Rajanarayanan 
passed away in May 2021. He was a recipient of 
the Sahitya Academy award for which of the 
following novels? 
A. Parthiban Kanavu 
B. Mannan Magal 
C. Gopalapurathu Makkal 
D. Venmurasu 
E. Mohana Silai 
 
Correct Answer – C. Gopalapurathu Makkal 
Explanation: Noted Tamil writer Ki. 

Rajanarayanan died in Puducherry in May 

2021.Fondly called as KiRa, he was admired as a 

folklorist and father of Karisal (black soil land) 

Literature.He was a recipient of the Sahitya 

Academy award for his novel 'Gopalapurathu 

Makkal' in the year 1991.He also served as 

a member of the Sahitya Akademi General 

Council and Advisory Board from 1998 to 2002. 

13. In the women’s section, Iga Swiatek jumped 
six places on the WTA Tour rankings to enter the 
top 10. Who among the following is at the top 
spot? 
A. Ashleigh Barty  
B. Naomi Osaka 
C. Simona Halep 
D. Serena Williams 
E. Jennifer Brady 
 

Correct Answer – A. Ashleigh Barty 
Explanation: In the women’s section, Italian 

Open champion Polish teenager Iga 

Swiatek jumped six places on the WTA Tour 

rankings to enter the top 10.The player is now 

ninth, behind American legend Serena Williams, 

winner of 23 Grand Slams.The top three slots 

continue to be retained by Australia’s Ashleigh 

Barty, Japan’s Naomi Osaka, and Romania’s 

Simona Halep, respectively. 
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14. Which country will share 80 million vaccine 
doses globally over the next six weeks, five 
times more than any other country has shared 
to date? 
A. China 
B. United States 
C. France 
D. Japan 
E. Spain 
 
Correct Answer – B. United States 
Explanation: The United States will share 80 

million vaccine doses globally over the next six 

weeks, five times more than any other country 

has shared to date.It represents 13 per cent of 

vaccines produced in the country by June 2021 

end.The 80 million doses will include 20 million 

doses of the Moderna, Pfizer, and Johnson & 

Johnson vaccines as well as AstraZeneca. 

USA: 

 Capital - Washington, D.C. 

 Currency - US Dollar. 

 President- Joe Biden. 

15. The CoWIN platform is being made available 
in Hindi and how many regional languages by 
the 4th week of May 2021? 
A. 12 
B. 14 
C. 16  
D. 18 
E. 20 
 
Correct Answer: B. 14 
Explanation: The CoWIN platform is being made 

available in Hindi and 14 regional languages by 

the 4th week of May 2021.The CoWIN platform is 

used for registration for COVID-19 Vaccination.It 

is handling minute details for India’s COVID-19 

immunisation programme including registering 

beneficiaries, allocating vaccination centres, 

sending text messages to beneficiaries.

19th May 2021 Quiz
1. India’s First Agriculture Export Facilitation 
Centre has been unveiled in which city? 
A. Pune 
B. Hyderabad 
C. Gurugram 
D. Bengaluru 
E. New Delhi 
 
Correct Answer: A. Pune 
Explanation: The Mahratta Chamber of 

Commerce, Industry, and Agriculture 

(MCCIA) has launched India’s first agro-export 

facilitation centre in Pune, in collaboration 

with National Bank for Agriculture and Rural 

Development (NABARD). The new Facilitation 

Centre will work as a one-stop-centre for the 

exporters in the agricultural sector as well as 

boost agricultural exports from the region, as per 

global standards. The Center would guide the 

prospective exporters on various relevant 

aspects of the ‘farm-to-fork chain of agro-exports 

through its experts. It would organize awareness 

programs, training programs and workshops on 

the related aspects, organise visits to export 

houses for getting practical guidance, organise 

buyer-seller meetings etc. 

Important Points: 

 NABARD Founded: 12 July 1982; 

 NABARD Headquarters: Mumbai; 
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 NABARD Chairman: G R Chintala. 

2.  Who became the first Indian-origin fighter to 
win a world title in a top-level MMA? 
A. Brandon Vera 
B. Saurav Gurjar 
C. Arjan Bhullar 
D. Jeet Rama 
E. Jinder Mahal 
 
Correct Answer – C. Arjan Bhullar 
Explanation: Arjan Bhullar became the first 
Indian-origin fighter to win a world title in a top-
level MMA promotion when he beat Brandon 
Vera to become the heavyweight world 
champion at the Singapore-based One 
Championship. By defeating Vera, Bhullar ended 
the Filipino-American’s five-year championship-
winning run. Bhullar had won the commonwealth 
games gold medals in 2010 and 2012. He became 
the first Indian-origin freestyle wrestler to 
represent Canada at the Olympics. 

 
3. Who chaired the 26th meeting of the Group 
of Ministers (GOM) on COVID-19? 
A. Harsh Vardhan 
B. S. Jaishankar 
C. Mansukh Mandaviya 
D. Nityanand Rai 
E. Hardeep S. Puri 
 

Correct Answer – A. Harsh Vardhan 
Explanation: The Union Minister of Health and 
Family Welfare, Dr Harsh Vardhan chaired 
the 26th meeting of the Group of Ministers on 
COVID-19. CoWIN platform-the government 
developed a website for the registration and 
booking of vaccine appointment- will be soon 
accessible in Hindi and 14 other regional 
languages, informed in the 26th GOM meeting. 

Key Outcomes of the meet: 

Around seventeen more laboratories will be 
added to the INSACOG (Indian SARS CoV-2 
Genomics Consortium) network.These 
laboratories are being added to monitor COVID-

19 variants. Currently, there are ten laboratories 
in the network.The manufacturing of 
Amphotericin-B is to be increased to treat 
COVID-19 black fungal infections called 
Mucormycosis. 

 
4. The United Launch Alliance launched the 
_________ from Cape Canaveral Space Force 
Station, Florida. 
A. Atlas I rocket 
B. Atlas II rocket 
C. Atlas III rocket 
D. Atlas IV rocket 
E. Atlas V rocket 
 
Correct Answer – E. Atlas V rocket 
Explanation: The United Launch 
Alliance launched the Atlas V rocket from Cape 
Canaveral Space Force Station, Florida. The Atlas 
V rocket carried SBRIS Geo-5 Missile Warning 
Satellite. The full form of SBRIS is the Space-
Based Infrared System. It is designed for missile 
warning, missile battlespace and defence 
characterization.SBRIS is basically a Space 
Tracking and Surveillance System. SBRIS was 
designed to meet the Infrared Space Surveillance 
of the United States Space Force System. In 2020 
alone, the SBRIS satellites detected more than a 
thousand missiles. 

About the satellite 

The satellite will provide key capabilities in 
missile warning, battlespace, missile defence. It 
weighs 4,850 kilograms. As of 2018, ten SBRIS 
satellites were launched.Atlas V is a two-stage 
rocket. It is fueled with rocket grade kerosene 
and liquid oxygen in its first stage and hydrogen 
and liquid oxygen in the second stage.The rocket 
put SBRIS at a height of 35,753-kilo metres. 

Important Points: 

 United Launch Alliance CEO: Tory Bruno; 

 United Launch AllianceFounded: 1 
December 2006; 
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 United Launch Alliance 
Headquarters: Centennial, Colorado, 
United States. 

 
5. Moctar Ouane has been reappointed as the 
prime minister of which of the following 
country? 
A. Nigeria 
B. Mali 
C. Eritrea 
D. Sudan 
E. Yeman 
 
Correct Answer – B. Mali 
Explanation: Moctar Ouane is reappointed 
as Prime Minister of Mali. He was appointed as 
Prime Minister of the caretaker government in 
August 2020 after the removal of Ibrahim 
Boubacar Keita. Ouane will have to form a new 
government with room for the political class, 
under the instructions of President Bah N’Daw. In 
April 2021, Mali’s interim government had 
announced that it would hold a constitutional 
referendum on October 31 and an election in 
February 2022. Mali is facing a political crisis due 
to disputed legislative elections and economic 
crisis due to economic stagnation, corruption, 
and the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Important Points: 

 It is a landlocked country in West Africa; 

 It is the eighth-largest country in Africa; 

 Its capital is Bamako and the currency is 
the West African CFA Franc. 

6. With which technology company the Ministry 
of Tribal Affairs (MoTA) has signed an MoU for 
digital transformation of Tribal schools such as 
Eklavya Model Residential Schools (EMRS), 
Ashram Schools, and other schools under 
MoTA? 
A. Google 
B. Infosys 
C. Intel 
D. Microsoft 
E. IBM 

 
Correct Answer – D. Microsoft 
Explanation: The Ministry of Tribal Affairs 
(MoTA) virtually signed an MoU with Microsoft 
during the virtual event ‘Empowering Youth For 
Success’ for digital transformation of Tribal 
schools such as Eklavya Model Residential 
Schools (EMRS), Ashram Schools, and other 
schools under MoTA.Under the agreement, 
Microsoft will make the Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
curriculum available to tribal students in English 
and Hindi at all EMRS schools. This is to ensure 
inclusion and access.During the 1st phase of the 
program, 250 EMRS schools will be adopted by 
Microsoft for the purpose.The main aim of the 
agreement is to build an inclusive, skills based 
economy. 

 
7. Which general insurance company has 
launched, Integrated Partner Onboarding 
Solution (IPOS) an industry-first digital end to 
end partner onboarding solution? 
A. Edelweiss General Insurance 
B. Acko General Insurance 
C. Digit General Insurance 
D. Aditya Birla Health Insurance 
E. Bharti AXA General Insurance 
 
Correct Answer – A. Edelweiss General 
Insurance 
Explanation: Edelweiss General Insurance (EGI), 
an InsurTech start-up has launched, Integrated 
Partner Onboarding Solution (IPOS) an industry-
first digital end to end partner onboarding 
solution.IPOS is an onboarding solution for all its 
existing and prospective partners including 
Agents, Brokers and Web Aggregators.This 
unified, fully automated portal is dedicated to all 
partner-related onboarding requirements and it 
has multiple features like easy visualisation 
capabilities, a built-in learning system where 
partners can take up practice tests. 
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8. The Government of India has appointed 
Vandita Kaul as government nominee director 
on the board of directors of _______. 
A. Bank of India 
B. Bank of Baroda 
C. Punjab National Bank 
D. Bank of Maharashtra 
E. Canara Bank 

Correct Answer – A. Bank of India 
Explanation: The Government of India has 
appointed Vandita Kaul as government nominee 
director on the board of directors of Bank of 
India.Vandita Kaul has been working as an 
Additional Secretary in the Ministry of Finance, 
Department of Financial Services. 

 
9. Which telecom company is constructing the 
largest international submarine cable system 
with India as the center of the submarine cable 
system? 
A. Shivam Infocom Private Limited 
B. Vodafone Idea Limited 
C. BSNL (Mobile Services) Ltd 
D. Reliance Jio Infocomm Ltd 
E. Sistema Shyam TeleServices Ltd 

Correct Answer – D. Reliance Jio Infocomm Ltd 
Explanation: Reliance Jio Infocomm Ltd (Jio), a 
subsidiary of Jio Platforms Ltd is constructing the 
largest international submarine cable system 
with India as the center of the submarine cable 
system.It is the 1st time in history of Fiber optic 
submarine telecommunications that India will be 
at the centre of the International network 
map.The submarine cable system will consist of 2 
subsea cable systems – India-Asia-Xpress (IAX) 
connecting India to Singapore, and India-Europe-
Xpress (IEX) connecting India to the Middle East 
and Europe.The subsea system will provide more 
than 200 TBPS (TeraBytes Per Second) of capacity 
spanning over 16, 000 Kilometres.The subsea 
cable systems are being constructed to support 
the growing data consumption needs in 
India.Reliance Jio will partner with SubCom, an 

world-class submarine cable supplier and other 
global firms for constructing the cables. 

10. Which space agency is developing Jupiter Icy 
Moons Explorer (JUICE), an interplanetary 
spacecraft? 
A. National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA) 
B. European Space Agency (ESA) 
C. Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) 
D. Roscosmos State Corporation for Space 
Activities 
E. China National Space Administration (CNSA) 

Correct Answer – B. European Space Agency 
(ESA) 
Explanation: Jupiter Icy Moons Explorer (JUICE), 
an interplanetary spacecraft being developed by 
European Space Agency (ESA) has entered into a 
crucial testing phase.It is being tested at ESA’s 
European Space Research and Technology Centre 
(ESTEC) in the Netherlands.The Jupiter bound 
Spacecraft has been assembled by Airbus 
Friedrichshafen, Germany.It is set to be launched 
in 2022 on an Ariane 5 Rocket & is expected to 
reach Jupiter in 2029.The mission will study 3 of 
Jupiter’s Galilean moons – Europa, Callisto & 
Ganymede. It will investigate the conditions 
necessary for habitability. 

11. In May 2021, the Union Finance Ministry, on 
the recommendation of the Panchayati Raj 
Ministry, has released ₹8,923.8 crores to how 
many states for providing grants to rural local 
bodies? 
A. 16  
B. 19 
C. 22 
D. 25 
E. 28 
 
Correct Answer: D. 25 
Explanation: The Union Finance Ministry, on the 
recommendation of the Panchayati Raj Ministry, 
has released ₹8,923.8 crores to 25 states for 
providing grants to rural local bodies.The amount 
has been released as the first instalment of the 
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Basic (Untied) Grants.It will be utilized among 
other things for various prevention and 
mitigation measures needed to combat the Covid 
pandemic. 

 
12. Which of the following is set to buy Japan’s 
SoftBank Group Corp. and Bharti Enterprises Ltd 
owned solar power producer SB Energy India? 
A. JSW Energy 
B. ReNew Power Ventures 
C. Tata Power Solar Systems 
D. Adani Green Energy Ltd 
E. Suzlon 
 
Correct Answer – D. Adani Green Energy Ltd 
Explanation: Adani Green Energy Ltd (AGEL) is 
set to buy Japan’s SoftBank Group Corp. and 
Bharti Enterprises Ltd owned solar power 
producer SB Energy India.It will buy it for an 
enterprise value of $3.5 billion.This follows the 
collapse of a plan to sell SoftBank’s entire 80% 
stake in SB Energy to the Canada Pension Plan 
Investment Board (CPPIB) for an estimated $525 
million. 

 
13. Which of the following has become the first 
state in the country to allow reimbursement of 
goods and services tax (GST) paid on Covid-
related donations made to the state and state-
run facilities? 
A. Gujarat 
B. Haryana 
C. Punjab 
D. Bihar 
E. Odisha 
 

Correct Answer – B. Haryana 
Explanation: Haryana has become the first state 
in the country to allow reimbursement of goods 
and services tax (GST) paid on Covid-related 
donations made to the state and state-run 
facilities.This will be applicable till June 30, 
2021.The move is aimed at encouraging efforts 
by corporations, NGOs, and individuals and 

facilitating donations of items such as oxygen 
concentrators. 

Haryana: 

 Chief Minister - Manohar Lal Khattar. 

 Governor - Satyadev Narayan Arya. 

 Lok Sabha seats - 10. 

 Rajya Sabha seats - 5. 

14. Which of the following has won FA Cup for 
the first time in their history, beating Chelsea 1-
0 in the final at Wembley, in May 2021? 
A. Manchester United 
B. Leicester City 
C. Liverpool 
D. A.C. Milan  
E. Everton 
 
Correct Answer – B. Leicester City 
Explanation:- Leicester City has won FA Cup for 
the first time in their history, beating Chelsea 1-0 
in the final at Wembley.The final was watched 
by 21,000 fans at the Wembley Stadium -- the 
biggest crowd in England since the resumption of 
sporting activities in the wake of the Covid-19 
pandemic.Leicester City last reached the FA Cup 
final in 1969. 
 
15. For the year 2020-21, who is at the top spot 
in the list of highest-paid athletes, having 
collected a total of $180 million over the last 12 
months? 
A. Nate Diaz 
B. Floyd Mayweather 
C. McGregor 
D. Anderson Silva 
E. Donald Cerrone 
 
Correct Answer: C. McGregor 
Explanation: The ten highest-paid athletes in the 
world took home pretax gross earnings of $1.05 
billion during the past 12 months, 28% more than 
2019’s top earners.The combined haul falls just a 
few million short of the $1.06 billion record set in 
2018.For the year 2020-21, McGregor is at the 
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top, having collected a total of $180 million over the last 12 months.
 

20th May 2021 Quiz
1. A consignment of Dahanu Gholvad Sapota, a 
Geographical Indication (GI) certified product 
from which state was shipped to the UK in May 
2021? 
A. Punjab 
B. Gujarat 
C. Maharashtra 
D. Haryana 
E. Odisha 
 
Correct Answer: C. Maharashtra 
Explanation: A consignment of Dahanu Gholvad 
Sapota, a Geographical Indication (GI) certified 
product from the Palghar district 
of Maharashtra was shipped to the UK on 19 May 
2021.GI certification of Ghovad Sapota is held by 
Maharashtra Rajya Chikoo Utpadak Sangh and 
the fruit is known for its sweet and unique 
taste.It is believed that the taste is derived from 
the calcium-rich soil of Gholvad village. 
Maharashtra: 

 Chief Minister - Uddhav Thackeray. 

 Governor - Bhagat Singh Koshyari. 

 Number of Districts - 36. 
 
2. Which of the following has launched 
‘ViraGen’, a polymerase chain reaction (Covid-
19 RT-PCR) test for Covid-19 in India? 
A. Sun Pharma 
B. Lupin Limited 
C. Ranbaxy Laboratories 
D. Cipla Limited 
E. Glenmark Pharmaceuticals 
 
Correct Answer – D. Cipla Limited 
Explanation: Cipla Limited has 
launched ‘ViraGen’, a polymerase chain reaction 
(Covid-19 RT-PCR) test for Covid-19 in India.It has 
announced the commercialization of it in 
partnership with Ubio Biotechnology Systems 
Pvt. Ltd.ViraGen is the company's third offering 

in the Covid-19 testing segment.It helps to 
identify and detect SARS CoV-2 N Gene and ORF 
Lab Gene with a sensitivity of 98.6%. 
3. RBI has permitted cash withdrawal from 
various online wallets like Amazon pay, Ola 
money, Mobikwik, Phone pe, Delhi Metro Card, 
etc. using an ATM or Point of Sale Terminal with 
a limit of how many rupees per transaction? 
A. 1,000 
B. 1,500 
C. 2,000 
D. 2,500 
E. 3,000 
 

Correct Answer – C. 2,000 
Explanation: Now Money kept in various online 
wallets like Amazon pay, Ola money, Mobikwik, 
Phone pe, Delhi Metro Card, etc. can be 
withdrawn using an ATM or Point of Sale 
Terminal.RBI has permitted cash withdrawal 
of Rs. 2,000 per transaction with a maximum 
limit of Rs. 10,000 per month.Now maximum of 
two lakh rupees can be kept in various wallets 
after completion of full KYC. 
 
4.  In May 2021, who addressed the UN Security 
Council on peace and security in Africa? 
A. Narendra Modi 
B. Amit Shah 
C. Rajnath Singh 
D. Dr S Jaishankar 
E. Nitin Gadkari 
 
Correct Answer – D. Dr S Jaishankar 
Explanation:  External Affairs Minister Dr S 
Jaishankar on 19 May 2021, addressed the UN 
Security Council on peace and security in 
Africa.He informed that India has helped 42 
countries in the African continent deal with the 
covid crisis.He spoke about 189 Indian projects in 
41 African countries, 43 thousand education and 
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training slots in the last five years, and 17 digital 
programs. 

5. Which of the following has designed an 
Oxygen Recycling System, ORS to mitigate the 
current oxygen crisis? 
A. ITBP 
B. Indian Navy 
C. BSF 
D. Indian Air Force 
E. CISF 
 
Correct Answer – B. Indian Navy 
Explanation: Indian Navy has designed 
an Oxygen Recycling System, ORS to mitigate the 
current oxygen crisis.The Diving School of 
the Southern Naval Command of the Indian Navy 
has conceptualized and designed the system to 
alleviate the existing Oxygen shortage.It is 
designed to extend the life of the existing 
medical oxygen cylinders two to four times. 

6. Name the Indian scholar who along with 
Professor David Klenerman won the 2020 
Millennium Technology Prize for the 
development of revolutionary DNA sequencing 
techniques – Next Generation DNA Sequencing 
(NGS)? 
A. Professor Sugata Bose 
B. Professor Shankar Balasubramanian 
C. Professor Avinash Dixit 
D. Professor Ramesh Mashelkar 
E. Professor Ashok Venkitaraman 
 
Correct Answer – B. Professor Shankar 
Balasubramanian 
Explanation: Cambridge University chemists 
Shankar Balasubramanian and David Klenerman 
were declared the winners of the 2020 
Millennium Technology Prize.It is a prestigious 
global science and technology prize awarded for 
their development of revolutionary sequencing 
techniques which means DNA can now be read in 
super-fast times.The prize, awarded by 
Technology Academy Finland (TAF) at two-year 
intervals since 2004 - when Sir Tim Berners-Lee 

was honoured for his discovery of the World 
Wide Web - to highlight the extensive impact of 
science and innovation on the wellbeing of 
society, is worth Euro 1 million.Sir 
Balasubramanian, an India-born British professor 
of medicinal chemistry, and Sir Klenerman, a 
British biophysical chemist, co-invented the 
Solexa-Illumina Next Generation DNA Sequencing 
(NGS), technology enabling fast, accurate, low-
cost and large-scale genome sequencing. 

7. The Competition Commission of India 
approved the acquisition of 100% equity shares 
of YES Asset Management Ltd and YES Trustee 
Ltd by _______. 
A. GPL Finance and Investments Ltd. 
B. Wealth India Financial Services Pvt. Ltd 
C. Reliance Capital Ltd. 
D. HDFC Asset Management Company Ltd 
E. Tata Investment Corporation Ltd. 
  
Correct Answer – A. GPL Finance and 
Investments Ltd. 
Explanation:  The Competition Commission of 
India (CCI) approved the acquisition of 100 
percent equity shares of YES Asset Management 
Ltd and YES Trustee Limited by GPL Finance and 
Investments Limited (GPL).YES AMC and YES 
Trustee were the wholly-owned subsidiaries of 
YES Bank.Through these acquisitions, GPL will 
acquire Yes Mutual Fund and become its sole 
sponsor and it marks the exit of the YES bank 
from the mutual fund market. 

8. World Bee Day is observed globally every 
year on which date? 
A. 17th May 
B. 18th May 
C. 19th May 
D. 20th May 
E. 21st May 
 
Correct Answer – D. 20th May 
Explanation: World Bee Day is observed globally 
on 20th May every year. On this date, 20 May, 
the pioneer of beekeeping Anton Janša was born 
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in 1734 in Slovenia.The purpose of the bee day is 
to acknowledge the role of bees and other 
pollinators in the ecosystem.About 33% of the 
world’s food production depends on bees thus 
they are vital for the preservation of biodiversity, 
ecological balance in nature and helpful in 
reducing pollution.The theme of World Bee Day 
2021 is “Bee engaged: Build Back Better for 
Bees”. 

9. Sahitya Akademi awardee Rayangala Shri 
Krishna Raja Narayana Perumal Ramanujam 
Naicker passed away recently, he was writer 
and novelist of which language? 
A. Kannada 
B. Malayalam 
C. Tamil 
D. Telugu 
E. None of the above 
 

Correct Answer – C. Tamil 
Explanation: Eminent Tamil writer, novelist, and 
Sahitya Akademi awardee Rayangala Shri Krishna 
Raja Narayana Perumal Ramanujam Naicker 
foundly known as Ki Rajanarayanan passed away 
at the age of 97 due to age related health-issues 
in Puducherry.He was born on 16 September 
1923 in Kovilpatti,Tamil Nadu.Ki. Rajanarayanan 
was honored with Sahitya Academy award in 
1991 for his novel ‘Gopalla Purathu Makkal’.He is 
famously called by his Tamil initials as KiRa, he 
was known as the pioneer of ‘Karisal 
Literature’.He also served as a member of Sahitya 
Akademi General Council and advisory board 
from 1998 to 2002. 

10. Which state has been ranked as the Number 
One state in establishing a Health & Wellness 
Centre (HWC) under the Ayushman Bharat 
project for the year 2020-21? 
A. Tamilnadu 
B. Uttar Pradesh 
C. Madhya Pradesh 
D. Karanataka 
E. Gujarat 
 

Correct Answer – D. Karanataka 
Explanation: Karnataka has been ranked as the 
Number One state in establishing a Health & 
Wellness Centre (HWC) under the Ayushman 
Bharat project for the year 2020-21.HWCs are 
established to provide comprehensive primary 
healthcare in rural areas.Ayushman Bharat was 
launched in 2018 with its two main pillars of 
HWCs & Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana 
(PMJAY).The Central Government has set a target 
of 1.5 lakh functional AB-HWCs by December 
2022. 

11. Which of the following regulator is approved 
the acquisition of Yes Asset Management (India) 
Ltd and Yes Trustee Limited by GPL Finance and 
Investments Ltd? 
A. RBI 
B. SIDBI 
C. NABARD 
D. SEBI 
E. CCI 
 
Correct Answer: E. CCI 
Explanation:Competition Commission of India 
(CCI) has approved the acquisition of YES Asset 
Management (India) Limited (YES AMC) and YES 
Trustee Limited (YES Trustee) by GPL. GPL 
Finance and Investments Limited (GPL) will 
acquire 100% equity shares of YES AMC and YES 
Trustee. GPL will acquire Yes Mutual Fund and 
become its sole sponsor. It is registered with the 
Reserve Bank of India as a non-deposit taking and 
non-systemically important Non-Banking 
Financial Company (NBFC). GPL is classified as an 
investment company. It is part of White Oak 
Group, an investment management and 
investment advisory group founded by Mr 
Prashant Khemka. YES AMC and YES Trustee 
belong to YES Bank Limited group. YES AMC acts 
as an asset management company/investment 
manager to YES Mutual Fund. 

Important Points: 

 YES bank HQ: Mumbai, Maharashtra. 
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 YES bank MD & CEO: Prashant Kumar. 

12. Which of the following country recently 
launched a Long March-4B rocket carrying the 
Haiyang-2D (HY-2D) satellite? 
A. China 
B. United States 
C. India 
D. Japan 
E. France 
 
Correct Answer – A. China 
Explanation: China has successfully sent a new 
ocean-monitoring satellite into orbit as part of its 
effort to build an all-weather and round-the-
clock dynamic ocean environment monitoring 
system that would provide early warning on 
marine disasters. The satellite was launched by a 
Long March-4B rocket carrying the Haiyang-2D 
(HY-2D) satellite from the Jiuquan Satellite 
Launch Centre in northwest China. 

About the satellite: 

The HY-2D will form a constellation with the HY-
2B and HY-2C satellites to build an all-weather 
and round-the-clock dynamic ocean environment 
monitoring system of high frequency and 
medium and large scale.The HY-2D was 
developed by the China Academy of Space 
Technology, and the carrier rocket by the 
Shanghai Academy of Spaceflight 
Technology.China’s space programme made 
significant advancements last week when it 
landed a spacecraft on Mars, becoming the 
second country after the United States to have a 
rover on the red planet. 

Important Points: 

 China National Space Administration 
Founded: 22 April 1993; 

 China National Space Administration 
Administrator: Zhang Kejian; 

 China National Space Administration 
Headquarters: Haidian District, Beijing, 
China.  

13. What is the theme of World Metrology Day 
2021? 
A. Measurements for transport 
B. The International System of Units – 
Fundamentally better 
C. Measurements for global trade 
D. Weather-ready, climate-smart 
E. Measurement for Health 
 
Correct Answer – E. Measurement for Health 
Explanation: World Metrology Day is observed 
globally on 20th May every year. Many nations 
on this day, internationally collaborate to create 
awareness about metrology and its advancement 
in the respective field. The theme for World 
Metrology Day 2021 is Measurement for 
Health. This theme was chosen to create 
awareness of the important role measurement 
plays in health, and thus in the wellbeing of every 
one of us. 

History of the World Metrology Day: 

World Metrology Day is an annual celebration of 
the signature of the Metre Convention on 20 
May 1875 in Paris, France by representatives of 
seventeen nations. The World Metrology Day 

project is realized jointly by the International 
Organization of Legal Metrology 
(OIML) and Bureau International des Poids et 
Mesures (BIPM). 

Important Points: 

 International Organization of Legal 
Metrology Headquarters: Paris, France. 

 International Organization of Legal 
Metrology Founded: 1955. 

14. Which country has topped the EY’s 
Renewable Energy Country Attractiveness 
Index? 
A. Italy 
B. France 
C. Australia 
D. Spain 
E. USA 
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Correct Answer – E. USA 
Explanation: India has moved a notch higher at 
the third spot on EY’s Renewable Energy Country 
Attractiveness Index due to exceptional 
performance on the solar photovoltaic (PV) 
front. India has moved one position above (3rd) 
from the previous index (4th), this is primarily 
because of the exceptional performance on the 
solar PV front. The US retains the top position 
on RECAI 57, China has remained a buoyant 
market and maintains the second position. India 
also committed to setting up 450 GW for 
renewable energy power capacity (installed) 
by 2030 in the recent climate summit hosted by 
the US. 

15. Which of the following state has approved 
the formation of the Legislative Council 
recently? 
A. Rajasthan 
B. West Bengal 
C. Maharashtra 
D. Gujarat 
E. Uttar Pradesh 
 

Correct Answer –  B. West Bengal 
Explanation: The West Bengal cabinet, chaired 
by Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee, has 
approved the formation of the Legislative 
Council. At present, only Andhra Pradesh, 
Karnataka, Telangana, Maharashtra, Bihar, and 
Uttar Pradesh have Legislative Council. 
Previously, West Bengal had a bicameral 
legislature but it was abolished by the United 
Front government in 1969. 

About the State Legislative Council: 

The State Legislative Council is the Upper house 
of the state legislature.It is established 
under Article 169 of the Indian Constitution.The 
size of the State Legislative Council cannot be 
more than one-third of the members of the State 
Legislative Assembly.Parliament of India can 
create or abolish the State Legislative Council of a 
state if that state’s legislature passes a resolution 
for that with a special majority. 

Important Points: 

 Chief Minister of West Bengal: Mamata 
Banerjee; Governor: Jagdeep Dhankhar

21st May 2021 Quiz
1. Which state has launched the ‘Amrit Vahini’ 
App for online booking of hospital beds? 
A. West Bengal 
B. Maharashtra 
C. Chhattisgarh 
D. Jharkhand 
E. Assam 
 
Correct Answer: D. Jharkhand 
Explanation: Jharkhand has launched the ‘Amrit 
Vahini’ App for the online booking of hospital 
beds. Corona patients in Jharkhand can book 
hospital beds online through the ‘Amrit Vahini’ 
App launched by CM Hemant Soren. 

About the ‘Amrit Vahini’ App: 

‘Amrit Vahini’ App, the state government would 
be able to provide better facilities for the people 
infected with the coronavirus. Though ‘Amrit 
Vahini’ App or website one can get all 
information about the availability of hospital 
beds and even book one for himself or anybody 
else online. The bed booked by the person will be 
kept reserved for him for the next two hours. 

2. RBI has imposed __________ monetary 
penalty on City Union Bank for contravention of 
certain directions issued by the central bank. 
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A. Rs 1 crore 
B. Rs 2 crore 
C. Rs 3 crore 
D. Rs 4 crore 
E. Rs 5 crore 
 
Correct Answer – A. Rs 1 crore 
Explanation: The RBI has imposed monetary 
penalty on City Union Bank, Tamilnad Mercantile 
Bank and two other lenders for contravention of 
certain directions issued by the central bank. A 
penalty of Rs 1 crore has been imposed on City 
Union Bank Limited for contravention of/non-
compliance with certain provisions contained in 
the RBI (Lending to MSME Sector) Directions, 
2017 and the circulars on the Educational Loan 
Scheme and Credit Flow to Agriculture – 
Agricultural Loans – Waiver of Margin/Security 
Requirements.In another statement, the RBI said 
it has imposed a penalty of  Rs 1 crore 
on Tamilnad Mercantile Bank for non-compliance 
with certain provisions of directions issued by it 
on the Cyber Security Framework in Banks. 

Other Banks: 

The Reserve Bank of India also imposed a penalty 
of Rs 90 lakh on Nutan Nagarik Sahakari Bank, 
Ahmedabad for non-compliance with directions 
Interest Rate on Deposits, Know Your Customer 
(KYC) and Circular on Frauds Monitoring and 
Reporting Mechanism.The apex bank has also 
imposed a monetary penalty of Rs 10 
lakh on Daimler Financial Services India Private 
Limited, Pune for non-compliance with certain 
provisions of the directions issued by RBI 
contained in ‘Reserve Bank Commercial Paper 
Directions 2017’ and ‘Non-Banking Financial 
Company – Systemically Important Non-Deposit 
taking Company and Deposit taking Company 
(Reserve Bank) Directions, 2016’. 

Important Points: 

 RBI 25th Governor: Shaktikant Das; 
Headquarters: Mumbai; Founded: 1 April 
1935, Kolkata. 

3. International Tea Day is observed globally on 
________ on the recommendation of India. 
A. May 17 
B. May 19  
C. May 20 
D. May 22  
E. May 21 
 

Correct Answer – E. May 21 
Explanation: International Tea Day is observed 
globally on May 21 on the recommendation of 
India. The purpose of International Tea Day is to 
try to improve the condition of tea producers and 
tea workers. The United Nations recognised 
International Tea Day by the UN Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO) to raise 
awareness of the deep cultural and economic 
significance of tea around the world and promote 
its importance in fighting hunger and poverty. 

History of International Tea Day: 

The United Nations General Assembly has 
designated May 21 as International Tea Day 
based on a proposal moved by India at the FAO 
Intergovernmental Group (IGG) on Tea in 
October 2015. Before 2019, December 15 is 
celebrated as International Tea Day in tea 
producing nations such as Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, 
Nepal, Vietnam, Indonesia, Kenya, Malawi, 
Malaysia, Uganda, India and Tanzania. 

What is Tea? 

Tea is a beverage made from the Camellia 
Sinensis plant. Tea is the world’s most-consumed 
drink, after water. It is believed that tea 
originated in northeast India, north Myanmar 
and southwest China, but the exact place where 
the plant first grew is not known. Tea has been 
with us for a long time. There is evidence that tea 
was consumed in China 5,000 years ago. Tea 
consumption can bring health benefits and 
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wellness due to the beverage’s anti-
inflammatory, antioxidant and weight loss 
effects. It also has cultural significance in many 
societies. 

4. Who among the following has won the 10th 
Annual ‘World Choreography Award 2020’? 
A. Vishwas Agrawal 
B. Suresh Mukund 
C. Sunita Singh 
D. Iqbal Rana 
E. Namita Kumar 
 
Correct Answer – B. Suresh Mukund 
Explanation: The Emmy Award-nominated Indian 
choreographer Suresh Mukund, has won the 
10th Annual ‘World Choreography Award 
2020’, (also known as Choreo Awards), becoming 
the first Indian to win the prestigious honour.He 
won the award in the ‘TV REALITY 
SHOW/COMPETITION’ category, for his work on 
the hit American TV reality show ‘World of 
Dance’. Mukund is the director and 
choreographer of the Indian dance crew ‘The 
Kings’, which won the 2019 season of World of 
Dance. The World Choreography Awards, 
famously known as the “Oscars of Dance”, takes 
place every year, in Los Angeles, to showcase the 
most innovative and original works by the 
world’s best choreographers featured in 
television, film, commercials, digital content, and 
music videos. 

5. In India, the National Anti Terrorism Day is 
observed on May 21 to commemorate the death 
anniversary of former Prime Minister of India, 
___________. 
A. Indira Gandhi 
B. Jawaharlal Nehru 
C. Lal Bahadur Shastri 
D. Rajiv Gandhi 
E. Charan Singh 
 
Correct Answer – D. Rajiv Gandhi 
Explanation: In India, the National Anti Terrorism 
Day is observed on May 21 to commemorate the 

death anniversary of former Prime Minister of 
India, Rajiv Gandhi. The day is also observed to 
spread the message of peace, harmony, and 
humankind and to promote unity among the 
people. Rajiv Gandhi was India’s youngest Prime 
Minister. He was appointed as the sixth Prime 
Minister of the country and served the nation 
from 1984 to 1989. Mr Gandhi was assassinated 
on May 21, 1991, by a human bomb. He was 
killed in Tamil Nadu in a campaign by a terrorist. 
Then, under the V.P. Singh government, the 
centre has decided to observe 21st May as Anti 
Terrorism Day. 

6.  World Day for Cultural Diversity for Dialogue 
and Development is observed globally every 
year on which date? 
A. 15th May 
B. 17th May 
C. 19th May 
D. 20th May 
E. 21st May 
 
Correct Answer – E. 21st May 
Explanation: World Day for Cultural Diversity for 
Dialogue and Development is observed globally 
on 21 May every year.The day aims to celebrate 
the richness of the world’s cultures and highlight 
the significance of its diversity as an agent of 
inclusion and positive change for achieving peace 
and sustainable development.In the year 2001, 
The United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) adopted the 
‘Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity’ as a 
result of the destruction of the Buddha statues of 
Bamiyan in Afghanistan in 2001. 

7. Which state government has allocated 50 
Acres of land to establish the National Institute 
of Medicinal Plants (NIMP)? 
A. Maharashtra 
B. Madhya Pradesh 
C. Uttar Pradesh 
D. Uttarakhand 
E. Karnataka 
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Correct Answer – A. Maharashtra 
Explanation: The Cabinet of Maharashtra chaired 
by Uddhav Thackeray, Chief Minister (CM) of 
Maharashtra approved the proposal to allocate 
50 Acres of land in the district of Sindhudurg to 
establish the National Institute of Medicinal 
Plants (NIMP).The allocated land located in the 
Aadali village of Dodamarg taluka will be handed 
over to the Ministry of Ayurveda, Yoga, 
Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha, Sowa-Rigpa and 
Homoeopathy (AYUSH).The NIMP at 
Maharashtra will act as a one-stop centre for all 
the needs related to medicinal plants. 

8. What is India’s rank in the 57th Renewable 
Energy Country Attractiveness Index (RECAI) – 
May 2021, released by Ernst & Young Global Ltd 
(EY)? 
A. First 
B. Second 
C. Third 
D. Fourth 
E. Fifth 
 
Correct Answer – C. Third 
Explanation:  India ranked third in the 57th 
Renewable Energy Country Attractiveness Index 
(RECAI) – May 2021 – released by Ernst & Young 
Global Ltd (EY).The USA topped the index, while 
China took the 2nd Rank.India has improved its 
rank from 4th (in 56th RECAI) to 3rd due to its 
exceptional performance in the Solar 
PhotoVoltaic (PV) sector.Renewable Energy 
Country Attractiveness Index (RECAI) is a 
biannual report being released since 2003.It 
ranks the world’s Top 40 countries based on the 
attractiveness of their renewable energy 
investment and deployment opportunities. 

9. According to the Reserve Bank of India 
interoperability amongst Prepaid Payment 
Instruments (PPIs) issued by banks and non-
banks should be enabled by _______. 
A. 2nd Oct 2021 
B. 31st Dec 2021 
C. 1st Jan 2022 

D. 31st Mar 2022 
E. None of these 
 

Correct Answer – D. 31st Mar 2022 
Explanation:  The Reserve Bank of India has 
issued a circular that full KYC (know your 
customer)-compliant prepaid payment 
instruments (PPIs) have to offer their holders 
interoperability through card networks and UPI 
(Unified Payments Interface) mandatorily by 
March 31, 2022.Also, customers of full KYC-
compliant PPIs issued by non-bank PPI issuers 
can withdraw a maximum of Rs 2,000 per 
transaction and Rs 10,000 per month per PPI.PPIs 
are instruments that facilitate purchase of goods 
and services, including financial services, 
remittances, funds transfers, against the value 
stored in/on such instruments.The maximum 
amount outstanding in respect of full-KYC PPIs 
(KYC-compliant PPIs) has been increased from ₹1 
lakh to ₹2 lakh. 

10. Which country hosted the Summit on 
Financing of African Economies 2021? 
A. Paris, France 
B. London, England 
C. Belgrade, Serbia 
D. Capetown, South Africa 
E. Madrid, Spain 

Correct Answer – A. Paris, France 
Explanation: The Summit on Financing of African 
Economies 2021 held at Paris, France on May 18, 
2021.Minister of State for External Affairs V 
Muraleedharan virtually represented India in the 
summit.The objective of the summit is to arrange 
financial resources for reviving the economy of 
African Continent, which has been affected by 
COVID-19.Under the “Vaccine Maitri” initiative, 
India supplied 24.7 million doses of Indigenous 
COVID-19 vaccines as grants, and commercial 
and COVAX supplies to 42 countries in the 
continent. 

11. In May 2021, Egypt President Abdel Fattah 
al-Sisi has pledged USD 500 million for 
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reconstruction efforts in which of the following 
places? 
A. Golan 
B. Haifa 
C. Tel Aviv 
D. Gaza  
E. Damascus 
 
Correct Answer: D. Gaza 
Explanation: Egypt President Abdel Fattah al-
Sisi has pledged USD 500 million for 
reconstruction efforts in Gaza.The deadly 
violence between Israel and Palestine erupted on 
May 10, 2021.Since then, Israeli airstrikes have 
killed more than 200 Palestinians in Gaza. Egypt 
has also sent 65 tonnes of medical aid to 
neighbouring Gaza. 

Egypt:  

 Capital - Cairo. 

 Currency - Egyptian pound. 

12. Which of the following has joined hands 
with Telangana-based Biological E Limited for 
the manufacturing of the COVID-19 vaccine? 
A. Cipla Limited 
B. Johnson and Johnson 
C. Cadila Healthcare 
D. Biocon 
E. Ranbaxy Laboratories 
 
Correct Answer – B. Johnson and Johnson 
Explanation: US pharmaceutical 
company Johnson and Johnson has joined hands 
with Telangana-based Biological E Limited for the 
manufacturing of the COVID-19 vaccine.The 
vaccine named, Janssen Covid-19 vaccine is 
currently approved in the US, Europe, and other 
nations including Thailand and South Africa.India 
has currently approved 3 vaccines that are- 
Covishied, Covaxin, and Russia’s Sputnik V. 

Telangana: 

 Chief Minister - K. Chandrashekar Rao. 

 Governor - Tamilisai Soundararajan. 

 Number of Districts - 33. 

13. Who is set to become Samoa’s first female 
Prime Minister? 
A. Khalida Toumi 
B. Fiame Naomi Mataafa 
C. Aisha Rateb 
D. Nouria Yamina Zerhouni 
E. Mosadi Seboko 
 

Correct Answer – B. Fiame Naomi Mataafa 
Explanation: Fiame Naomi Mataafa is set to 
become Samoa’s first female Prime 
Minister.Mataafa is a former Deputy Prime 
Minister.She is the daughter of independent 
Samoa’s first Prime Minister Fiame Mataafa 
Faumuina Mulinuu.Samoa gained independence 
in 1962 after nearly 50 years as a New Zealand 
protectorate. 

14. The Income Tax Department will launch its 
new e-filing portal www.incometax.gov.in 
which month? 
A. May 2021 

B. June 2021 

C. July 2021 

D. August 2021 

E. None of these 

 
Correct Answer – B. June 2021 
Explanation: The Income Tax Department will 
launch its new e-filing portal 
www.incometax.gov.in on 7 June 2021.The new 
e-filing portal is aimed at providing taxpayer 
convenience and a modern, seamless experience 
to taxpayers.The portal is integrated with the 
immediate processing of Income Tax Returns ITRs 
to issue quick refunds to taxpayers. 

15. As per the Bloomberg Billionaire Index, who 
has become the 2nd richest person in Asia 
overtakes China's waterman Zhong Shanshan? 
A. Shiv Nadar 
B. Gautam Adani 
C. Radhakishan Damani 
D. Uday Kotak 
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E. Kumar Birla 
 

Correct Answer – B. Gautam Adani 
Explanation: Gautam Adani has become the 2nd 
richest person in Asia overtakes China's 
waterman Zhong Shanshan.The Adani group 
chairman's net worth has shot up to $66.5 bn 

higher than Shanshan's net worth of $63.6 bn, as 
per the Bloomberg Billionaire Index. 

Ambani’s total wealth now stands at $76.5 
billion, making him the 13th richest in the world, 
followed by Adani at 14th.

22nd May 2021 Quiz
1. Recently, which of the following state 
government has launched the ‘HIT Covid App’ to 
ensure regular monitoring and tracking of those 
Covid-19 patients? 
A. Punjab 
B. Haryana 
C. Assam 
D. Gujarat 
E. Bihar 
 
Correct Answer: E. Bihar 
Explanation: Bihar government has launched ‘HIT 
Covid App’ to ensure regular monitoring and 
tracking of those Covid-19 patients, who are in 
home isolation across the state. HIT stands for 
home isolation tracks. Chief Minister Nitish 
Kumar said the app will help the health workers 
in regular monitoring of home-isolated patients. 
Health workers will visit the patients at home 
every day and feed data in the app after 
measuring their temperature and oxygen level. 
These data will be monitored at the district level. 
If the oxygen level is below 94, the patient will be 
shifted to the nearby dedicated Covid health 
centres for proper treatment. 

Important Points: 

Chief Minister of Bihar: Nitish Kumar; Governor: 
Phagu Chauhan. 

2. Which of the following state is the first to 
allow Reimbursement of GST on ‘Covid items’ 
Donations? 
A. Punjab 
B. Haryana 

C. Kerala 
D. Madhya Pradesh 
E. Goa 
 
Correct Answer – B. Haryana 
Explanation: Haryana and Gujarat have become 
the first few states to announce reimbursement 
of Goods and Services Tax (GST) components 
paid for Covid-19 related medical supplies. These 
medical supplies include oxygen concentrators, 
ventilators, medicines which would be donated 
free of cost to the state governments. Waiver 
from Haryana is till June 30, while that of Gujarat 
is valid till July 31. Gujarat has announced 
reimbursement of IGST levied as part of customs 
on import of Covid related supplies. Haryana has 
gone a step further by announcing 
reimbursement of even the Centre’s GST 
component by deciding to pay back all state, 
central or IGST portions on Covid related supplies 
to the state government. The Centre had earlier 
waived IGST till June 30 on the import of Covid-
related relief material donated or received from 
outside India for free distribution. 
 
Important Points: 

 Haryana Capital: Chandigarh. 

 Haryana Governor: Satyadev Narayan 
Arya. 

 Haryana Chief Minister: Manohar Lal 
Khattar. 

 Gujarat Chief Minister: Vijay Rupani. 

 Gujarat Governor: Acharya Devvrat. 
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3. Sunderlal Bahuguna has passed away 
recently. He was a/ an ________________. 
A. Politician 
B. Violinist 
C. Classical Vocalist 
D. Environmentalist 
E. Kathak dancer 
 

Correct Answer – D. Environmentalist 
Explanation: Well-known environmentalist and 
Gandhian, Sunderlal Bahuguna has passed away. 
He was 94. A pioneer in environmental 
protection, Mr Bahuguna led the charge against 
the construction of big dams in the Himalayas in 
the 1980s. He was fervently opposed to the 
construction of the Tehri dam.Bahuguna, who 
lived for decades in his Silyara ashram in Tehri 
Garhwal, inspired many young people in his 
passion for the environment. His ashram was 
open to young people, with whom he 
communicated with ease.Bahuguna, along with 
local women, founded the Chipko movement in 
the Seventies to prevent the felling of trees in the 
ecologically sensitive zones. The movement’s 
success led to the enactment of a law to ban the 
felling of trees in ecologically sensitive forest 
lands. He also coined the Chipko slogan: ‘ecology 
is the permanent economy. 
 
4. The Reserve Bank of India has increased the 
maximum amount outstanding in respect of full-
KYC PPIs (KYC-compliant PPIs) from Rs. 1 lakh to 
__________. 
A. Rs. 6 lakh 
B. Rs. 5 lakh 
C. Rs. 4 lakh 
D. Rs. 3 lakh 
E.  Rs. 2 lakh 
 
Correct Answer – E.  Rs. 2 lakh 
Explanation: The Reserve Bank of India has 

increased the maximum amount outstanding in 

respect of full-KYC PPIs (KYC-compliant PPIs) 

from Rs. 1 lakh to Rs. 2 lakh. Apart from this, The 

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has mandated that all 

prepaid payment instruments (PPIs) or mobile 

wallets such as Paytm, PhonePe and Mobikwik 

are fully KYC-compliant be made 

interoperable by March 31, 2022.The PPI issuers 

will have to provide interoperability through 

authorised card networks (for PPIs in the form of 

cards) and UPI (for PPIs in the form of electronic 

wallets). Interoperability shall be mandatory on 

the acceptance side as well. PPIs for Mass Transit 

Systems (PPI-MTS) shall remain exempted from 

interoperability. It will be optional for Gift PPI 

issuers to have the option of interoperability.RBI 

has also permitted cash withdrawal from Full-KYC 

PPIs of Non-Bank PPI Issuers. The condition on 

such cash withdrawal shall be:Maximum limit 

of Rs. 2,000 per transaction with an overall limit 

of Rs. 10,000 per month per PPI.All cash 

withdrawal transactions performed using a 

card/wallet shall be authenticated by an 

Additional Factor of Authentication (AFA) / 

PIN;RBI has increased the limit of cash 

withdrawal from Points of Sale (PoS) terminals 

using debit cards and open system prepaid cards 

(issued by banks) to Rs 2000 per transaction 

within an overall monthly limit of Rs. 10,000 

across all locations (Tier 1 to 6 centres). Earlier 

this limit was Rs 1000 for Tier 1 and 2 cities while 

Rs 2000 for Tier 3 to 6 cities. 

5.  Name the newly launched education 
technology startup by Hero Group. 
A. Hero Tech 
B. Hero Vired 
C. Hero Edu 
D. Hero Grade 
E. Hero Plus 
 
Correct Answer – B. Hero Vired 
Explanation: The Munjal family-led Hero 

Group has launched a new education technology 

startup ‘ Hero Vired’, which will offer an end-to-
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end learning ecosystem. Through this new 

edtech venture, Hero Group aims to enter the 

ed-tech space. The platform will offer learners 

overall professional development to make them 

industry-ready for employment. Hero Vired has 

partnered with top global universities, such 

as Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

(MIT) and Singularity University, to offer full-time 

and part-time programs in finance and financial 

technologies; game design; integrated programs 

in data science, machine learning (ML) and 

artificial intelligence (AI); entrepreneurial 

thinking and innovation; and full-stack 

development. 

Important Points: 

 CMD of Hero Group: Pankaj M Munjal; 

 Hero Group HQ: New Delhi; 

6. Which bank has partnered with HyperVerge 
to obtain its technology called ‘Video KYC 
solution’ for onboarding customers online under 
COVID-19? 
A. State Bank of India 
B. Bank of India 
C. Indian Bank 
D. Bank of Baroda 
E. Punjab National Bank 
 
Correct Answer – A. State Bank of India 
Explanation: State Bank of India (SBI) made a 
partnership with HyperVerge to obtain its 
technology called ‘Video KYC solution’ for 
onboarding customers online under COVID-
19.Video KYC solution will be used by SBI to 
achieve the 10x improvement over the regular 
video KYC checks performed per day per 
agent.HyperVerge’s Video KYC solution is 
assisted with a high accuracy level of 99.5 
percent will enable SBI to provide convenient 
digital banking services to citizens of India.The 
Video KYC solution is 100 percent compliant with 
Reserve Bank of India(RBI) regulations and can be 

supported on multiple platforms. (It helps 
financial institutions as it saves the cost and time 
in sending agents to physically visit a customer’s 
residence). 
 
7. Veteran Congress leader Jagannath Pahadia 
passed away recently he was former chief 
minister of which state? 
A. Madhya Pradesh 
B. Gujarat 
C. Himachal Pradesh 
D. Rajasthan 
E. Assam 
 
Correct Answer – D. Rajasthan 
Explanation: Veteran Congress leader and 
former Rajasthan Chief Minister(CM)Jagannath 
Pahadia passed away due to COVID-19 at the age 
of 89 in Jaipur,Rajasthan.Jagannath Pahadia 
served as the Chief Minister of Rajasthan in 1980-
81.He was the first Dalit chief minister of the 
Rajasthan.He was also a former Governor of 
Haryana and Bihar.He served as a member of the 
Lok Sabha for four times. 
 
8. Name the Indian Choreographer who 
becomes the first Indian to won the 10th Annual 
‘World Choreography Award 2020’? 
A. Suresh Mukund 
B. Prabhu Deva 
C. Ganesh Archarya 
D. Ahmed Khan 
E. Chinni Prakash 
 
Correct Answer – A. Suresh Mukund 
Explanation: The Emmy Award-nominated Indian 
choreographer Suresh Mukund, has won the 
10th Annual ‘World Choreography Award 2020’, 
(also known as Choreo Awards), becoming the 
first Indian to win the prestigious honour.He won 
the award in the ‘TV REALITY 
SHOW/COMPETITION’ category, for his work on 
the hit American TV reality show ‘World of 
Dance’.Mukund is the director and 
choreographer of the Indian dance crew ‘The 
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Kings’, which won the 2019 season of World of 
Dance. The World Choreography Awards, 
famously known as the “Oscars of Dance”. 
 
9. Which of the following is not among the six 
sites those have been shortlisted by the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO) to be classified as world 
heritage sites? 
A. Satpura Tiger Reserve 
B. Iconic Riverfront at Varanasi 
C. Hire Benkal megalithic site 
D. Rajput military architecture in Rajasthan 
E. Temples of Kanchipuram in Tamil Nadu 
 

Correct Answer – D. Rajput military architecture 
in Rajasthan 
Explanation:  Six Indian sites, under the care of 
Archaeological Survey of India, have been 
shortlisted by the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) to 
be classified as world heritage sites. 
The six Indian sites include: 
1. Satpura Tiger Reserve 
2. The Iconic Riverfront at Varanasi 
3. Hire Benkal, a megalithic site 
4. Maratha military architecture in Maharashtra 
5. Bhedaghat-Lametaghat in Narmada Valley, 
Jabalpur, and 
6. The temples of Kanchipuram in Tamil Nadu. 
 
10. Which defence manufacturing entity has 
launched the first prototype of Mechanical 
Minefield Marking Equipment Mk-II (MMME 
Mk-II) for the Indian Army? 
A. L&T Defence 
B. Bharat Dynamics Ltd 
C. BEML Ltd 
D. Tata Advanced Systems 
E. Bharat Electronics Limited 
 
Correct Answer – C. BEML Ltd 
Explanation: BEML Ltd (formerly known as 
Bharat Earth Movers Ltd) launched the first 
prototype of Mechanical Minefield Marking 

Equipment Mk-II (MMME Mk-II) for the Indian 
Army.The equipment has been built on BEML 
TATRA 6X6, ‘Atmanirbhar’ product.It has been 
developed through Technology of Transfer (ToT) 
from Research & Development Establishment 
Engineers (R&DE Engineers), a lab of DRDO 
(Defence Research and Development 
Organisation).MMME Mk-II will help in marking 
the mine fields at a fast rate, semi-automatically 
with minimal human intervention.Post successful 
completion of trials, BEML is expected to receive 
orders for more than 55 systems from the 
Ministry of Defence. 
 
11. Agricultural and Processed Food Products 
Export Development Authority (APEDA) 
organized Virtual Buyer Seller Meet (VBSM) in 
May 2021. The meet was organised in a bid to 
boost the export of which fruit? 
A. Mangoes 
B. Bananas 
C. Litchis 
D. Kiwis 
E. Oranges 
 
Correct Answer: A. Mangoes 
Explanation:Agricultural and Processed Food 
Products Export Development Authority 
(APEDA) organized Virtual Buyer Seller Meet 
(VBSM) on 20 May 2021.The meet was 
organised in a bid to boost export of 
the Mangoes, the king of fruits in South Korea.It 
was organised in collaboration with Indian 
embassy in Seoul and Indian Chamber of 
Commerce in Korea (ICCK) for buyers and sellers 
from both countries. 
 
12. Boyd Rankin has announced his retirement. 
He is related to which of the following sports? 
A. Badminton 
B. Cricket 
C. Chess 
D. Basketball 
E. Polo 
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Correct Answer – B. Cricket 
Explanation:England and Ireland pacer Boyd 
Rankin has announced his retirement from 
international cricket.He was the only cricketer 
to play for two countries in all three 
formats.Rankin made his Ireland debut 
in 2003 and played last for the country in a T20 
against Afghanistan in Greater Noida in 2020.In 
all, he played three Tests, 75 ODIs and 50 T20s. 
 
13. The 2022 FIFA under-17 Women's World Cup 
will be held in which country in October 2022?
  
A. India 
B. Japan 
C. UK 
D. UAE 
E. Malaysia 
 

Correct Answer – A. India 
Explanation: The 2022 FIFA under-17 Women's 
World Cup will be held in India from October 11 
to 30, 2022.This global event will be the second 
FIFA tournament to be hosted by India after the 
FIFA under-17 World Cup in 2017.The FIFA 
under-17 World Cup in 2017 has a record of 
being the most attended youth World Cup in 
FIFA's history. 
 
14. United Launch Alliance (ULA) launched 
which of the following rockets into space in May 
2021, marking the first launch of the year for 
the company? 
A. Angara 2 
B. Ariane 3 

C. Delta IV 
D. Atlas V 
E. Saturn VI 
 
Correct Answer – D. Atlas V 
Explanation:  United Launch Alliance 
(ULA) launched an Atlas V rocket into space on 18 
May 2021, marking the first launch of the year 
for the company.Perched atop the 194-foot-tall 
(59 meters) launcher is a missile-warning satellite 
for the U.S. Space Force.The Atlas V is fueled with 
liquid oxygen and rocket-grade kerosene (called 
RP-1) in its 1st stage and liquid oxygen and 
hydrogen in the upper stage.  
 
15. Who is set to be the head coach of team 
India during the six-match limited-overs series 
against Sri Lanka in July 2021?  
A. Sourav Ganguly 
B. MS Dhoni 
C. Rahul Dravid 
D. Sachin Tendulkar 
E. Virender Sehwag 
 

Correct Answer – C. Rahul Dravid 
Explanation: Rahul Dravid, the former India 
captain, and current National Cricket 
Academy Head is set to be the head coach of 
team India during the six-match limited-overs 
series against Sri Lanka in July 2021.India will be 
playing 3 T20Is and as many ODIs in Sri Lanka 
during the second half of July.This will be Dravid’s 
second stint after working as a batting consultant 
during the England tour in 2014.

 
23rd & 24th May 2021 Quiz

1. Who has been appointed as the new 
President of the International Hockey 
Federation (FIH) for 3 years till 2024? 
A. Suresh Kalmadi 
B. Narinder Batra 
C. Narayana Ramachandran 
D. Abhay Singh Chautala 

E. Rishab Singh 
 
Correct Answer: B. Narinder Batra 
Explanation: Narinder Batra has been re-elected 
as the President of the International Hockey 
Federation (FIH) for the second consecutive 
term. He was elected during the 
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virtual 47th Congress of FIH, where he beat Marc 
Coudron, Chief of Belgium Hockey Federation, by 
just two votes. He will hold the office 
until 2024 because the FIH has reduced the term 
from four to three years.The veteran Indian 
sports administrator is the only Asian to be 
appointed to the top post in the world body’s 92-
year-old history. He is also the President of the 
Indian Olympic Association (IOA) and a Member 
of the International Olympic Committee (IOC). 
 
Important Points: 
International Hockey Federation (FIH) 
Headquarters: Lausanne, Switzerland; 
International Hockey Federation CEO: Thierry 
Weil; 
International Hockey Federation Founded: 7 
January 1924. 
 
2. What is the rank of Asia’s richest person 
Mukesh Ambani at recently released Bloomberg 
Billionaire Index? 
A. 10th 
B. 11th 
C. 12th 
D. 13th 
E. 14th 
 
Correct Answer: D. 13th 
Explanation: Billionaire Gautam Adani has edged 
past Chinese tycoon Zhong Shanshan to become 
the second-richest Asian, according to 
the Bloomberg Billionaire Index. China’s Zhong 
was the richest Asian till February when he lost 
the crown to Mukesh Ambani, India’s richest 
person and chairman of Reliance Industries Ltd. 
However, while Ambani lost $175.5 million this 
year, Adani’s wealth surged by $32.7 billion to 
touch $66.5 billion, against Zhong’s $63.6 
billion. Ambani’s total wealth now stands at 
$76.5 billion, making him the 13th richest in the 
world, followed by Adani at 14th. 
 
Bloomberg Billionaires Index on May 21, 2021: 

Rank Name Net Country 

Worth 

1 Jeff Bezos $189B US 

2 Elon Musk $163B US 

3 Bernard 
Arnault 

$162B France 

4 Bill Gates $142B US 

5 Mark 
Zuckerberg 

$119B US 

6 Warren 
Buffet 

$108B US 

7 Larry Page $106B US 

8 Sergey Brin $102B US 

9 Larry Ellison $91.2B US 

10 Steve 
Ballmer 

$89.2B US 

11 Francoise 
Bettercourt 
Meyers 

$87.2B France 

12 Amancio 
Ortega 

$82.4B Spain 

13 Mukesh 
Ambani 

$76.3B India 

14 Gautam 
Adani 

$67.6B India 

15 Zhong 
Shanshan 

$65.6B China 

 
About Bloomberg Billionaires Index 
The Bloomberg Billionaires Index comprises a 
daily ranking of the world’s richest people, based 
on their net worth.The figures are updated at the 
close of every trading day in New York. 
 
3. A book has titled ‘India and Asian Geopolitics: 
The Past, Present’ is authored by ____________. 
A. Brijesh Kumar Pathak  
B. Chirasree Bose  
C. Kapil Raj 
D. Shivshankar Menon 
E. Abhimanyu Saxena 
 

Correct Answer – D. Shivshankar Menon 
Explanation: A book has titled ‘India and Asian 

Geopolitics: The Past, Present’ is authored 
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by Shivshankar Menon. He was the Prime 

Minister’s National Security Adviser and Foreign 

Secretary, is exploring these phases in their 

historical context to tell the story of how India 

weathered the many geopolitical storms of the 

past in his latest book. Menon has taken a 

different approach to history. He underscores the 

seriousness of China taking Tibet in 1950, which, 

according to him, was a pivotal moment in India-

China relations, but challenges the argument that 

India failed to stop the Chinese invasion. 

4. Which of the following country has named 
cyclone ‘Yaas’? 
A. Nepal 
B. Oman 
C. Malaysia 
D. Myanmar 
E. Bangladesh 
 
Correct Answer – B. Oman 
Explanation:  A category 5 cyclonic storm has 

been forecasted to make its landfall along the 

coastline of West Bengal and Odisha between 

May 26-27. Once formed, the cyclone will be 

named ‘Yaas’. Yaas will be as deadly as Amphan 

which was also formed in the Bay of Bengal in 

May last year. Yaas, named by Oman as such, 

refers to a Jasmine-like tree that has a good 

fragrance.A rotational list of the names of 

cyclones is maintained by the World 

Meteorological Organisation (WMO), with the 

names specific for each tropical zone. If a cyclone 

is especially deadly then its name is never used 

and is replaced by another name. The list has a 

total of 169 names at present which will be used 

on a rotational basis. 

Important Points: 

 World Meteorological Organisation 

Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland; 

 World Meteorological Organisation 

Founded: 23 March 1950; 

 World Meteorological Organisation 

President: David Grimes. 

5. Which bank-issued India’s first foreign 
portfolio investor (FPI) licence to the GIFT IFSC 
alternative investment fund (AIF) of True 
Beacon Global? 
A. HDFC Bank 
B. Axis Bank 
C. ICICI Bank 
D. Kotak Mahindra Bank 
E. SBI 
 
Correct Answer – D. Kotak Mahindra Bank 
Explanation: Kotak Mahindra Bank has issued the 

first-ever foreign portfolio investor (FPI) licence 

to the GIFT IFSC alternative investment fund 

(AIF) of True Beacon Global. This is the first FPI 

licence issued to an AIF incorporated in GIFT IFSC 

by any custodian bank or designated depository 

participant (DDP) in the country.AIF is an 

important business vertical at GIFT IFSC and 

offers huge benefits and a competitive edge for 

setting up a fund in IFSC at GIFT City. In 

partnership with Kotak Mahindra Bank, True 

Beacon launched its first AIF in GIFT-City 

with PricewaterhouseCoopers(PWC) as 

consultants. 

Definitions: 

Foreign Portfolio Investor: It means the 

investments made by investors in financial 

assets, such as stocks and bonds of entities 

located in another country.Designated 

Depository Participant: It means a person who 

has been approved by the Securities Exchange 

Board of India (SEBI) under FPI Regulations, 2014, 

to buy, sell or otherwise deal in securities as a 

foreign portfolio investor. 
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Alternative Investment Fund: It is a privately 

pooled investment vehicle that collects funds 

from sophisticated investors, whether Indian or 

foreign, for investing it by a defined investment 

policy for the benefit of its investors. There are 3 

Categories in AIFs (Category I AIFs, Category II 

AIFs, and Category III AIFs). 

Important Points: 

 Kotak Mahindra Bank is India’s first non-

banking finance company which is 

converted into a bank; 

 Kotak Mahindra Bank Establishment: 

2003 (Kotak Mahindra Finance Ltd. was 

established in 1985, converted to Kotak 

Mahindra Bank in 2003); 

 Kotak Mahindra Bank Headquarters: 

Mumbai, Maharashtra; 

 Kotak Mahindra Bank MD & CEO: Uday 

Kotak; 

 Kotak Mahindra Bank Tagline: Let’s Make 

Money Simple. 

6. Which sporting club has won the 2020-21 La 
Liga title? 
A. Real Madrid 
B. Atletico Madrid 
C. Real Valladolid 
D. Barcelona 
E. Sevilla 
 
Correct Answer – B. Atletico Madrid 
Explanation: Atletico Madrid won the 2020-21 La 
Liga title with a 2-1 win over Valladolid.Luis 
Suárez scored the winner for Atlético as it beat 
Real Madrid for the title in a wild finish that had 
plenty of twists with the two remaining title 
contenders playing at the same time.Atlético’s 
11th league title ended a seven-year dominance 
by Barcelona and Real Madrid in Spain. Since 
2014, Barcelona had won the league four times 
and Madrid twice, including last season. 

7. Renowned personality Rajkumar Keswani 
passed away recently, he was a veteran 
_______. 
A. Environmentalist 
B. Sanskrit Scholar 
C. Flim Producer 
D. Journalist 
E. Politician 
 
Correct Answer – D. Journalist 
Explanation: Rajkumar Keswani, an acclaimed 
journalist passed away recently.He had warned 
about irregularities that led to the Bhopal gas 
tragedy much before the world's worst industrial 
disaster took place in 1984.After starting his 
career as sub-editor of Sports Times during 
college days, Keswani went on to be associated 
with prominent outlets like New York Times, 
NDTV, Dainik Bhaskar, The Illustrated Weekly of 
India, Sunday, India Today and The Week.He had 
penned a book on classic film Mughal-E-Azam 
and was awarded the prestigious BD Goenka 
Award (1985) and Prem Bhatia Journalism Award 
in 2010. 

8. Who has been emerged as the highest-paid 
athletes in the world for 2021 according to the 
list released by Forbes? 
A. Conor McGregor 
B. Lionel Messi 
C. Cristiano Ronaldo 
D. Dak Prescott 
E. LeBron James 
 
Correct Answer – A. Conor McGregor 
Explanation: Forbes released its list of the 
highest-paid athletes in the world for 2021, 
marking the very top earners in the sports 
industry based on their earnings derived from 
prize money, salaries, bonuses and 
endorsements during the past 12 months 
(between May 1, 2020 and May, 2021).This year, 
MMA fighter Conor McGregor tops the list with 
US$180 million in total earnings, edging past the 
two football legends Lionel Messi (#2) and 
Cristiano Ronaldo (#3) who’ve been topping the 
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charts consistently in the past few years. Read on 
to discover the full list and find out how much do 
the superstars make. 

9. Name the hockey player who has been 
appointed as the a member of the FIH Athletes’ 
Committee? 
A. P R Sreejesh 
B. Manpreet Singh 
C. Birendra Lakra 
D. Rupinder Pal Singh 
E. Lalit Upadhyay 
 

Correct Answer – A. P R Sreejesh 
Explanation:  India hockey team goalkeeper P R 
Sreejesh was on Thursday appointed as a 
member of the FIH Athletes’ Committee.Sreejesh 
was one of the four new members appointed by 
the EB which met two days before the 47th FIH 
Congress.Sreejesh Parattu (IND), Marlena 
Rybacha (POL), Mohamed Mea (RSA), and Matt 
Swann (AUS) are now joining the Committee.The 
33-year-old Sreejesh is one of the senior-most 
and decorated players of the Indian team. 

10. Who has won the Men's Singles title at 
Geneva Open tennis tournament? 
A. Stefanos Tsitsipas 
B. Casper Ruud 
C. Briton Cameron Norrie 
D. Novak Djkovic 
E. Daniil Medvedev 
 
Correct Answer – B. Casper Ruud 
Explanation: World No. 21 Casper Ruud of 
Norway won the Men's Singles title at Geneva 
Open tennis.He defeated 15th-ranked Denis 
Shapovalov of Canada.In Geneva, the 22-year-old 
Ruud dropped only one set en route to the 
championship match against Shapovalov, who 
was also seeking his second tour-level title.Ruud 
improved to an ATP Tour-leading 32 clay-court 
wins in 2020-21, ahead of Greece’s Stefanos 
Tsitsipas (26) and Chile’s Cristian Garin (25). 

11. Chirixalus doriae, recently seen in the news, 
is a species of which of the following? 
A. Gharial 
B. Rat 
C. Treefrog 
D. Barasingha 
E. Lizard 
 
Correct Answer: C. Treefrog 
Explanation: A virtually unknown treefrog has 
resurfaced in India after 108 years.It has traits 
such as changing skin shade and whipping up 
foam to protect its eggs.A team of zoologists 
from Mizoram University’s Developmental 
Biology and Herpetological Laboratory spotted 
Doria’s foam-nesting treefrog during a nocturnal 
survey in the buffer area of Mizoram’s Pualreng 
Wildlife Sanctuary in June 2020.Chirixalus doriae, 
commonly known as Doria’s Asian treefrog, 
Doria’s bush frog, is a species of frog in the 
family Rhacophoridae. It is found in southeastern 
Asia, from extreme northeastern India 
(Arunachal Pradesh) and adjacent Bangladesh to 
Myanmar, Thailand, Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam, 
and southern China (Yunnan, Guangdong, and 
Hainan). 

12. In May 2021, which of the following has 
launched a co-innovation and advanced 
research center in Amsterdam? 
A. Wipro 
B. Tata Consultancy Services 
C. Infosys 
D. Cognizant 
E. IBM 
 
Correct Answer – B. Tata Consultancy Services 
Explanation: Tata Consultancy Services has 
launched a co-innovation and advanced research 
centre in Amsterdam.TCS Pace Port 
Amsterdam has been designed to help customers 
navigate their growth and transformation 
journeys and will serve as a hub for TCS teams to 
co-innovate with European customers.Pace Port 
Amsterdam is the third co-innovation centre by 
the company after New York and Tokyo. 
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13. Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan has 
inaugurated the country's first Chinese-assisted 
1,100MW nuclear power plant in which city? 
A. Islamabad 
B. Karachi 
C. Lahore 
D. Multan 
E. Rawalpindi 
 

Correct Answer – B. Karachi 
Explanation: Pakistan Prime Minister Imran 
Khan has inaugurated the country's first Chinese-
assisted 1,100MW nuclear power plant 
in Karachi.It will be formally known as Karachi 
Nuclear Power Plant Unit-2 (Kanupp-2 or K-
2), which was built with the support of China.The 
project will produce 1,100 megawatts of clean 
energy.The construction of the K-2 plant started 
in November 2013. 

Pakistan:  

 Capital - Islamabad. 

 Currency - Pakistani rupee. 

 National Sport - Field hockey. 

14. 22 May marks the birth anniversary of the 
great social reformer Raja Ram Mohan Roy. He 
was one of the founders of which of the 
following? 
A. Dharma Sabha 
B. Brahmo Sabha 
C. Manav Dharma Sabha 
D. Tattvabodhini Sabha 
E. Prarthna Samaj 
 
Correct Answer – B. Brahmo Sabha 
Explanation:  22 May marks the birth anniversary 
of the great social reformer Raja Ram Mohan 
Roy.Raja Ram Mohan Roy, who was born on 22 
May 1772 was one of the founders of 
the Brahmo Sabha, the precursor of the Brahmo 
Samaj, a social-religious reform movement in 
India.Raja Ram Mohan Roy is considered to be 
the Father of the Bengal Renaissance by many 
historians. 

15. Who took oath as the Chief Minister of 
Kerala in May 2021? 
A. Pinarayi Vijayan 
B. M K Stalin 
C. Aryadan Muhammed 
D. Ramesh Chennithala 
E. Sindhu Joy 
 
Correct Answer – A. Pinarayi Vijayan 
Explanation: The CPI(M) veteran Pinarayi 
Vijayan took oath as the Chief Minister of 
Kerala for the second consecutive term on 20 
May 2021.Governor Arif Mohammed 
Khan administered the oath of office to Pinarayi 
Vijayan.The Communist Party of India (Marxist) 
will have 12 ministers in the new Cabinet, while 
the Communist Party of India (CPI) will 
have 4 ministers. 

Kerala: 

 Chief Minister - Pinarayi Vijayan. 

 Governor - Arif Mohammad Khan. 

 Number of Districts - 14. 

16. In May 2021, who became the 1st Indian 
para shuttlers to qualify for Tokyo Paralympics? 
A. Palak Kohli and Parul Parmar 
B. Gayatri Gopichand and P. C. Thulasi 
C. Palak Kohli and Gayatri Gopichand 
D. P. C. Thulasi and Parul Parmar 
E. Palak Kohli and P. C. Thulasi 
 
Correct Answer – A. Palak Kohli and Parul 
Parmar 
Explanation: Women's pair of Palak Kohli and 
Parul Parmar on 21 May 2021 became the 1st 
Indian para shuttlers to qualify for Tokyo 
Paralympics.The duo qualified for the SL3-SU5 
Women's Doubles event in para-
badminton.The top 6 pairs in BWF ranking have 
qualified for the event and this pair is currently 
ranked 6th.Palak is the youngest para-badminton 
player in the world to qualify for Tokyo 
Paralympics. 
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17. Jitesh Arora, Abhijeet Mittal, and Aashna 
Singh have secured a place in the most 
esteemed, Forbes 30 under 30 Asia list. They are 
the Co-founders of which of the following? 
A. BigHaat 
B. MoooFarm 
C. Clover Ventures 
D. Agrowave 
E. BharatAgri 
 
Correct Answer – B. MoooFarm 
Explanation: Gurugram based 
startup MoooFarm’s Co-founders Jitesh Arora, 
Abhijeet Mittal, and Aashna Singh have secured a 
place in the most esteemed, Forbes 30 under 30 
Asia list.MoooFarm, an award-winning 
technology start-up for dairy farmers, started its 
journey in 2019.The MoooFarm provides various 
services to the users, which include E-dairy Mitra, 
MoooFarm Saba and the Cattle Trading platform. 

18. International Tibet Mukti Divas is observed 
globally on 23 May every year. The Chinese 
government forcibly imposed its 17-point 
agenda on Tibet in which year? 
A. 1949 
B. 1951 
C. 1953 
D. 1955 
E. 1957 
 
Correct Answer – B. 1951 
Explanation: International Tibet Mukti 
Divas is observed globally on 23 May every 
year.The Chinese government forcibly imposed 
its 17-point agenda on Tibet on 23 May 1951.This 
agenda states that there should be no 
interference with the position of the Dalai Lama, 
protection of language and culture of Tibet by 
Tibetans themselves.From then onwards, May 23 
was also known as a Black Day for Tibetan 
community. 

19. Which of the following has included newly 
listed stocks Gland Pharma and Indian Railway 

Finance Corporation (IRFC) in its All-World 
index? 
A. Hang Seng Index 
B. Financial Times Stock Exchange 
C. Swiss Market Exchange 
D. London Stock Exchange 
E. Tokyo Stock Exchange 
 
Correct Answer – B. Financial Times Stock 
Exchange 
Explanation: FTSE (Financial Times Stock 
Exchange) has included newly listed stocks Gland 
Pharma and Indian Railway Finance Corporation 
(IRFC) in its All World index.This is a part of its 
quarterly rebalancing review.FTSE will also 
implement the fourth and final tranche of India 
Foreign Ownership Limit (FOL) changes.All 
changes will be effective 21 June 2021. 

20. When is the International Day to End 
Obstetric Fistula observed by United Nations? 
A. 22 May 
B. 21 May 
C. 23 May 
D. 20 May 
E. 19 May 
 
Correct Answer – C. 23 May 
Explanation: Every year, United Nations 
(UN) International Day to End Obstetric Fistula is 
marked on 23rd May since 2013 to promote 
action towards treating and preventing obstetric 
fistula, a condition that affects many girls and 
women during childbirth in developing countries. 
The day is being observed to significantly raise 
awareness and intensify actions towards ending 
obstetric fistula, as well as urging post-surgery 
follow-up and tracking of fistula patients. 
Obstetric fistula is one of the most serious and 
tragic injuries that can occur during childbirth. 

The theme 2021: “Women’s rights are human 
rights! End fistula now!”. 

In 2003 the United Nations Population Fund 
(UNFPA) and its partners launched the global 
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Campaign to End Fistula, a collaborative initiative 
to prevent fistula and restore the health of those 
affected by the condition. The day was officially 
recognised in 2012. 

Important Points: 

 United Nations Population Fund 
Headquarters: New York, United States; 

 United Nations Population Fund 
Head: Natalia Kanem; 

 United Nations Population Fund 
Founded: 1969

 

25th May 2021 Quiz
1. Who was announced in May 2021 as the 
NBA’s Sixth Man of the Year? 
A. Dante Exum 
B. Jordan Clarkson 
C. Rudy Gobert 
D. Joe Ingles 
E. Jeremy Lin 
 
Correct Answer: B. Jordan Clarkson 
Explanation: Utah’s Jordan Clarkson was 
announced on 24 May 2021 as the NBA’s Sixth 
Man of the Year.He is the only player to score 40 
points in a game this season.It’s the first time 
a Jazz player has won the award.Utah’s Joe 
Ingles was second, marking the first time the 
top two finishers for this award came from the 
same franchise. 

2. In May 2021, New Zealand's PM Jacinda 
Ardern appointed whom as the country's next 
Governor-General, making her the first Māori 
woman to hold the post? 
A. Margaret Bazley 
B. Cindy Kiro 
C. Paula Bennett 
D. Lisa Carrington 
E. Hinemoa Elder 

Correct Answer – B. Cindy Kiro 
Explanation: New Zealand's PM Jacinda 
Ardern appointed Cindy Kiro as the country's 
next Governor-General, making her the 
first Māori woman to hold the post.Kiro will take 
over from Dame Patsy Reddy on 21 October 
2021.Chinese billionaire Jack Ma, founder of e-

commerce giant Alibaba will step down as 
president of the elite business academy, which 
was founded by Ma in 2015 to train 
entrepreneurs. 

New Zealand:  

 Capital - Wellington. 

 Currency - New Zealand dollar. 

 Prime Minister - Jacinda Ardern. 

 National Sport - Rugby. 

3. Who chaired the 74th World Health Assembly 
virtually in May 2021? 
A. Narendra Modi 
B. Rajnath Singh 
C. Dr Harsh Vardhan 
D. Mahendra Nath Pandey 
E. Harsimrat Kaur Badal 
 

Correct Answer – C. Dr Harsh Vardhan 
Explanation: Health and Family Welfare 
Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan chaired the 74th 
World Health Assembly virtually on 24 May 
2021.The Board decided to enhance the efforts 
to ensure fair and equitable access to COVID-19 
vaccines through the COVAX Facility.It also 
recommended endorsing the updated 
comprehensive Mental Health Action Plan for the 
period of 2013 to 2030. 

4. Mexican author Valeria Luiselli has won the 
International Dublin Literary Award 2021 for 
which of the following novels? 
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A. Between Two Fires: Intimate Writings on Life, 
Love, Food and Flavor 
B. Lost Children Archive 
C. Mexico One Plate At A Time Rick Bayless 
D. The Edible Mexican Garden Rosalind Creasy 
E. To Kill a Mockingbird 
 
Correct Answer – B. Lost Children Archive 
Explanation:  Mexican author Valeria Luiselli has 
won the International Dublin Literary Award 
2021 for her novel 'Lost Children 
Archive'.Established in 1994, the International 
Dublin Literary Award is considered one of the 
world’s wealthiest awards for literature with 
prize money of €100,000 (approximately INR 
89,27,300).The award is given to a novel 
written or translated into English. 

5. Who has won the Premier League Golden 
Boot for the third time after registering 23 goals 
in the 2020-21 season? 
A. Vincent Janssen 
B. Ryan Mason 
C. Harry Kane 
D. Dele Alli 
E. Erik Lamela 
 
Correct Answer – C. Harry Kane 
Explanation: Tottenham's Harry Kane has won 
the Premier League Golden Boot for the third 
time after registering 23 goals in the 2020-21 
season.This is the fifth time in the last seven 
years that Kane has crossed the 20-goal mark in 
the English top-flight.Kane registered 23 goals in 
the 2020-21 season, finishing ahead 
of Liverpool's Mohammed Salah (22 goals), and 
hence he was awarded the Golden Boot. 

6. India’s largest Virtual Fair in the Home, 
Fashion, Lifestyle, Textiles and Furniture sector, 
the 51st Edition of Indian Handicrafts and Gift 
Fair (IHGF) 2021 took place in _______. 
A. Jaipur 
B. Hyderabad 
C. New Delhi 

D. Indore 
E. Pune 
 
Correct Answer – C. New Delhi 
Explanation: India’s largest Virtual Fair in the 
Home, Fashion, Lifestyle, Textiles and Furniture 
sector, the 51st Edition of virtual Indian 
Handicrafts and Gift Fair (IHGF) 2021 was held in 
New Delhi from 19th to 23rd May 2021.It was 
organized by Export Promotion Council for 
Handicrafts (EPCH)It was inaugurated by Ravi K. 
Passi, Chairman of EPCH.IHGF is an exclusive 
Business-2-Business (B2B) online platform 
developed to assist buyers from all across the 
globe to source from India.Around 1500 
manufacturers and overseas buyers from 85 
countries participated in the Fair.EPCH has its 
Headquarters in New Delhi. 

7. The book titled ‘Sach Kahun Toh’ is an 
autobiography of which Indian actor? 
A. Aishwarya Rai Bachchan 
B. Vidhya Balan 
C. Neena Gupta 
D. Kiran Kher 
E. Madhuri Dixhit 
 
Correct Answer – C. Neena Gupta 
Explanation: Indian actress and television 
director, Neena Gupta’s autobiography ‘Sach 
Kahun Toh’, is set to be published by Penguin 
Random House India on June 14, 2021.The book 
was written by Neena Gupta in 2020 during the 
lockdown, and now it is available for pre-order.In 
the book, she shares her life story, details the 
life’s many choices, big milestones in her life, and 
her battles against stereotypes, then and 
now.About Neena Gupta: She won the National 
Film Award for Best Supporting Actress in Woh 
Chokri (1994). 

8. Who has authored the book titled “Nehru, 
Tibet and China”? 
A. Avtar Singh Bhasin 
B. Shivshankar Menon 
C. Brijesh Mishra 
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D. Harsh Vardhan Shringla 
E. Ranjan Mathai 
 
Correct Answer – A. Avtar Singh Bhasin 
Explanation: A book has titled “Nehru, Tibet and 
China” authored by Avtar Singh Bhasin.The book 
based on years of meticulous archival research, 
this book in fascinating detail, analyses the 
events from 1949 to the Indo-China war in 1962 
and its aftermath to explore the answers to these 
burning questions.On 1 October 1949, the 
People’s Republic of China came into being and 
changed forever the course of Asian 
history.Power moved from the hands of the 
nationalist Kuomintang government to the 
Communist Party of China headed by Mao Tse 
Tung.All of a sudden, it was not only an assertive 
China that India had to deal with but also an 
increasingly complex situation in Tibet which was 
reeling under pressure from China. 

9. Which country hosted the Global G20 Health 
Summit along with European Commission? 
A. Germany 
B. Italy 
C. France 
D. Japan 
E. Spain 
 

Correct Answer – B. Italy 
Explanation:  The Global G20 Health Summit was 
co-hosted by European Commission along with 
Italy as part of its G20 presidency amid the surge 
and spread of the coronavirus cases.The summit 
adopted the agenda to overcome Covid-19 
pandemic.It also decided to develop and endorse 
a Rome Declaration of principles.ACT-Accelerator 
is used for “Access to COVID-19 Tools 
Accelerator”.It is also called Global Collaboration 
to Accelerate Development, Production and 
Equitable Access to COVID-19 diagnostics, 
therapeutics and vaccines.This initiative was 
announced and started by the G20 grouping in 
April 2020. 

10. World Thyroid Day is observed globally 
every year on _______. 
A. 23rd May 
B. 24th May 
C. 25th May 
D. 26th May 
E. 27th May 
 
Correct Answer – C. 25th May 
Explanation:  World Thyroid Day is observed 
globally on 25 May every year.The main purpose 
of the WTD is to aware of the importance of 
Thyroid and the prevention and treatment of 
thyroid diseases.This day is established in 2008 as 
a part of the campaign led by the European 
Thyroid Association (ETA) and the American 
Thyroid Association (ATA) followed by the Latin 
American Thyroid Society (LATS) and Asia 
Oceania Thyroid Association (AOTA) to 
commemorate the patients with Thyroid diseases 
and doctors and physicians who treat them. 

11. India’s first drones to deliver covid-19 
vaccines are expected to take off in which state 
by June 2021? 
A. Telangana 
B. Kerala 
C. Gujarat 
D. Punjab 
E. Maharashtra 
 
Correct Answer: A. Telangana 
Explanation: India’s first drones to deliver covid-
19 vaccines are expected to take off 
in Telangana in the next two to three weeks.They 
will ferry a total of 10,000 vials from a central 
location to primary health centres nearby.During 
the trials, which are likely to be conducted in 
June 2021, seven consortiums will deliver 
vaccines, emergency medicines and blood. 

Telangana: 

 Chief Minister - K. Chandrashekar Rao. 

 Governor - Tamilisai Soundararajan. 

 Number of Districts - 33. 
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 National Parks - Kasu Brahmananda 
Reddy National Park, Mahavir Harina 
Vansthali National Park, Mrugavani 
National Park. 

 Registered GI - Pochampalli Ikat, Nirmal 
Toys and Craft, Gadwal Sarees and 
Hyderabad Haleem. 

12. Hallmarking of gold jewellery is set to begin 
from 15th June 2021. Hallmarking of gold is 
governed by which of the following? 
A. International Organization for Standardization 
B. NASSCOM 
C. Bureau of Indian Standards 
D. Chartered Quality Institute 
E. Quality Council of India 
 
Correct Answer – C. Bureau of Indian Standards 
Explanation: Hallmarking of gold jewellery is set 
to begin from 15th June 2021.Earlier it was 
expected to be implemented from 1st June 
2201.A committee was formed to ensure proper 
coordination and resolve the implementation 
issues.Under Hallmarking scheme of Bureau of 
Indian Standards, BIS Jewellers are registered for 
selling hallmarked jewellery and recognise 
testing and Hallmarking centres.  

13. Season’s first consignment of Shahi Litchi 
was exported to the United Kingdom by air 
route in May 2021. Shahi Litchi is a GI tag of 
which state? 
A. Bihar 
B. Gujarat 
C. Uttar Pradesh 
D. Punjab 
E. Haryana 
 

Correct Answer – A. Bihar 
Explanation: Season’s first consignment of Shahi 
Litchi from Bihar was exported to the United 
Kingdom by air route on 24 May 2021.The fruit is 
being sourced from farmers in Muzaffarpur, 
Bihar.Shahi Litchi was the fourth agricultural 
product to get GI certification from Bihar in 

2018, after Jardalu mango, Katarni rice, and 
Magahi paan.  

Bihar: 

 Lok Sabha seats - 40. 

 Rajya Sabha seats - 16. 

 State Animal - Gaur. 

 State Bird - House sparrow. 

14. Five players have been included in TOPS in 
May 2021. What is the full form of TOPS? 
A. Target Olympic Performance Scheme 
B. Target Olympic Program Scheme 
C. Target Olympic Program System 
D. Target Olympic Podium Scheme 
E. Target Olympic Performance System 
 
Correct Answer – D. Target Olympic Podium 
Scheme 
Explanation: Five players have been included in 
the Target Olympic Podium Scheme, TOPS.Tennis 
player Ankita Raina, Rowers Arjun Lal Jat, Arvind 
Singh, and wrestlers Seema Bisla and Sumit 
Malik have been included in the core group of 
TOPS.In order to improve India’s performance at 
the Olympics and Paralympics, the Ministry of 
Youth Affairs and Sports had started the Target 
Olympic Podium Scheme in 2014. 

15. In Puducherry, who will take oath as the 
Protem Speaker of the 15th Legislative 
Assembly in May 2021? 
A. Rajesh Gopinathan 
B. S. P. Balasubrahmanyam 
C. Lakshmi Narayanan 
D. Chandrasekaran Ramakrishnan 
E. Shiv Nadar 
 
Correct Answer – C. Lakshmi Narayanan 
Explanation: In Puducherry, the NR Congress 
legislator Lakshmi Narayanan will take oath as 
the Protem Speaker of the 15th Legislative 
Assembly on 26 May 2021.Lieutenant 
Governor Dr Tamilisai Soundararajan will 
administer the oath of office to Mr. Lakshmi 
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Narayanan.In Puducherry, this is the first time 
that the BJP will be a part of the coalition 

government.

26th May 2021 Quiz
1. Foreign direct investment into India has grew 
19% to _________________ in 2020-21. 
A. $25.36 billion 
B. $34.44 billion 
C. $59.64 billion 
D. $82.22 billion 
E. $91.34 billion 
 
Correct Answer: C. $59.64 billion 
Explanation:Foreign direct investments (FDI) into 

the country grew 19 per cent to USD 59.64 

billion during 2020-21 on account of measures 

taken by the government on the fronts of policy 

reforms, investment facilitation and ease of 

doing business. Total FDI, including equity, re-

invested earnings and capital, rose 10 per cent to 

the “highest ever” of USD 81.72 billion during 

2020-21 as against USD 74.39 billion in 2019-20. 

In terms of top investor countries, Singapore is at 

the top with a 29 per cent share. It was followed 

by the US (23 per cent) and Mauritius (9 per 

cent) during the last fiscal.FDI equity inflow grew 

by 19 per cent in 2020-21 (USD 59.64 billion), 

compared to 2019-20 (USD 49.98 billion). 

2. Cabinet approves opening of a new Consulate 
General of India in Addu City ___________. 
A. Oman 
B. Bhutan 
C. Bangladesh 
D. Maldives 
E. Qatar 
 
Correct Answer – D. Maldives 
Explanation: Union Cabinet, chaired by Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi has approved the 

opening of a new Consulate General of India in 

Addu City, the Maldives in 2021. India and 

Maldives share ethnic, linguistic, cultural, 

religious and commercial links steeped in 

antiquity. Maldives occupies an important place 

in the ‘Neighbourhood First Policy’ and 

the ‘SAGAR’ (Security and Growth for All in the 

Region) vision of the Government of India. 

About the Consulate General: 

The opening of a Consulate General in Addu City 

will help augment India’s diplomatic presence in 

the Maldives and make it commensurate with 

the existing and aspired level of engagement.The 

momentum and energy in the bilateral 

relationship have reached unprecedented levels 

under the leadership of Prime Minister Modi and 

President Solih. This is also a forward-looking 

step in pursuit of our national priority of growth 

and development or ‘SabkaSaathSabka Vikas’. 

Augmentation of India’s diplomatic presence will, 

inter-alia, provide market access for Indian 

companies and bolster Indian exports of goods 

and services. This would have a direct impact in 

augmenting domestic production and 

employment in line with our goal of a self-reliant 

India or ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’. 

Important Points: 

 President of the Maldives: Ibrahim 

Mohamed Solih. 

 Capital of Maldives: Male; Currency of the 

Maldives: Maldivian Rufiyaa. 

3. Recently, David Barnea has appointed as the 
head of Mossad. Which of the following nation’s 
spy agency is Mossad? 
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A. UK 
B. USA 
C. Israel 
D. UAE 
E. Russia 
 
Correct Answer – C. Israel 
Explanation: Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu has won the Israeli national 

election, securing a record fifth term in 

office, after a controversial power-sharing deal 

with rival-turned-partner Benny 

Gantz. President Reuven Rivlin officially granted 

Netanyahu, two-week mandate to form his 

government, following which, Netanyahu 

announced the formation of his coalition 

government on 17 May 2020. 

Under the three-year coalition deal: 

Netanyahu will serve as Prime Minister for the 

coming 18 months, which would keep him in 

power until November 13, 2021.Till then Benny 

Gantz will serve as the Defence Minister of the 

country.After 18 months, both of them will swap 

their roles and Netanyahu will become Defence 

Minister while Gantz will be the new Prime 

Minister. 

Important Points: 

 Capital of Israel: Jerusalem. 

 The currency of Israel: Israeli shekel. 

4. What is the new name of Mohali 
International Hockey Stadium? 
A. Major Dhyan Chand International Hockey 
Stadium 
B. Olympian Balbir Singh Senior International 
Hockey Stadium 
C. Mahindra Hockey International Hockey 
Stadium 
D. Shaheed Bhagat Singh International Hockey 

Stadium 
E. Surjit Hockey International Hockey Stadium 
 
Correct Answer – B. Olympian Balbir Singh 
Senior International Hockey Stadium 
Explanation: The Punjab Government finally 

announced to rename the Mohali International 

Hockey Stadium, after triple Olympian and 

Padma Shri Balbir Singh Sr. The stadium will now 

be known as Olympian Balbir Singh Senior 

International Hockey Stadium. The government 

also announced to start a scholarship scheme in 

the legend’s name for meritorious hockey players 

of the state Balbir Singh Sr played an important 

role in making the Indian hockey team a three-

time Olympics champion. No one has been able 

to break his Olympics final record till date. He 

scored five goals in India’s 6-1 victory over the 

Netherlands in the final of the 1952 Olympic 

Games. He also was the manager of the 1975 

World Cup-winning Indian team. The Punjab 

Government had honoured the legendary player 

with the Maharaja Ranjit Singh Award in 2019. 

Important Points: 

 Punjab CM: Captain Amarinder Singh. 

 Punjab Governor: V.P.Singh Badnore. 

5. Who has been appointed Director of the 
Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI). 
A. Subodh Jaiswal 
B. KR Chandra 
C. VS Kaumudi 
D. Shivdeep Waman Lanbe 
E. Vinod Kumar Chaubey 
 
Correct Answer- A. Subodh Jaiswal 
Explanation:IPS officer, Subodh Jaiswal has been 

appointed Director of the Central Bureau of 

Investigation (CBI). He was the most senior 

officer among the three shortlisted for the post 
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of CBI Director.Jaiswal, along with KR 

Chandra and VS Kaumudi, was short-listed out of 

109 officers for the top post by the high-powered 

committee led by Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi. Other members of the committee include 

Chief Justice of India (CJI) NV Ramana and Leader 

of Opposition in the Lok Sabha, Adhir Ranjan 

Chowdhury.The Appointments Committee of the 

Cabinet has based on the panel recommended by 

the Committee, approved the appointment of 

Shri Subodh Kumar Jaiswal, IPS (MH: 1985) as 

Director, Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) for 

a period of two years from the date of 

assumption of charge of the office or until 

further orders whichever is earlier. 

Who is Subodh Jaiswal? 

 Subodh Jaiswal is a 1985-batch 

Maharashtra cadre IPS officer who is the 

chief of CISF. Earlier, he held the post of 

Mumbai Police Commissioner and 

Maharashtra DGP. 

 He was appointed Mumbai Police 

Commissioner in 2018 and has also 

worked with the Maharashtra Anti-

Terrorism Squad (ATS) in the past. Subodh 

Jaiswal has also served with 

the Intelligence Bureau, SPG (Special 

Protection Group) and R&AW (Research 

and Analysis Wing) for over a decade. 

 The 58-year old officer was the chief of 

the Special Investigation Team that 

probed the Rs 20,000 crore fake stamp 

paper scam also known as the Abdul 

Karim Telgi scam. 

 He was also part of the team that probed 

the 2006 Malegaon blast case. 

 Subodh Jaiswal was awarded 

the President’s Police Medal for his 

distinguished service in 2009. 

Important Points: 

 Central Bureau of Investigation 

Headquarters: New Delhi. 

 Central Bureau of Investigation 

Founded: 1 April 1963. 

6. Kuno National Park is located in which state 
where 10 African Cheetahs will be brought from 
South Africa & Namibia? 
A. Karnataka 

B. Gujarat 

C. Madhya Pradesh 

D. Andhra Pradesh 

E. Goa 

Correct Answer – C. Madhya Pradesh 
Explanation: Madhya Pradesh’s Kuno National 

Park will get African Cheetahs as part of India’s 

first inter-country big cat relocation project.It is 

the 1st time in the world that a large carnivore 

will be relocated from one continent to 

another.As per the plan, 10 African Cheetahs will 

be brought from South Africa & Namibia and 

reintroduced in India.The Ministry of 

Environment, Forest and Climate Change 

(MoEFCC) has approved a budget of INR 1,400 

Lakh for the 2021 Fiscal under ‘Project 

Cheetah’.National Tiger Conservation Authority 

(NTCA) will release money for the project to 

Madhya Pradesh and the Dehradun-based 

Wildlife Institute of India (WII) in June, 

2021.India’s last Cheetah died in Chhattisgarh in 

1947. 

7. Who has been appointed as the Chief Justice 
of the Chhattisgarh High Court? 
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A. Dhirubhai Naranbhai Patel 

B. Sudhanshu Dhulia 

C. Prashant Kumar Mishra 

D. Vikram Nath 

E. L. Narayana Swamy 

Correct Answer – C. Prashant Kumar Mishra 
Explanation: Justice Prashant Kumar Mishra has 

been appointed acting Chief Justice of the 

Chhattisgarh High Court and will take charge 

from June 1, 2021.The appointment was made in 

view of the impending retirement of Justice PR 

Ramachandra Menon who is set to demit office 

on May 31, 2021.He also served as Advocate 

General and became a judge of the Chhattisgarh 

High Court in December 2009.In exercising the 

powers conferred by Article 223 of the 

Constitution of India, President Ramnath Govind 

appointed Justice Prashant Kumar Mishra, to 

perform the duties of the office of the Chief 

Justice of Chhattisgarh High Court. 

8. Which space agency has decided to send first 
mobile robot to the Moon in late 2023 in search 
of ice and other resources on and below the 
lunar surface? 
A. National Aeronautics and Space 

Administration 

B. Indian Space Research Organization 

C. European Space Agency 

D. National Aerospace Laboratory of Japan 

E. China National Space Administration 

 
Correct Answer – A. National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration 
Explanation: The United States National 

Aeronautics and Space Administration is planning 

to search for water and other resources on the 

moon in 2023.The US agency, as part of its 

Artemis program, is planning to send its first 

mobile robot to the Moon in late 2023 in search 

of ice and other resources on and below the 

lunar surface.The Volatiles Investigating Polar 

Exploration Rover, or VIPER will collect data that 

would help NASA map resources at the lunar 

South Pole that could one day be harvested for 

long-term human exploration at the Moon. 

9. PayCore is global payment solutions company 
of which country that has been onboarded by 
NPCI as one of the certified partners for ‘RuPay 
SoftPOS’ to drive cashless payments across the 
country? 
A. France 
B. Italy 
C. Israel 
D. Turkey 
E. UAE 
 

Correct Answer – D. Turkey 
Explanation: The National Payments Corp. of 

India (NPCI), has onboarded PayCore, Turkey’s 

global payment solutions company as one of the 

certified partners for ‘RuPay SoftPOS’ to drive 

cashless payments across the country.Along with 

PayCore, NPCI aims to reduce the investment 

cost required by banks to reach over the MSMEs 

(Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises) and 

intends to increase the spread of ‘RuPay SoftPOS’ 

across India with its network of banks.NPCI 

partnered with SBI Payments and launched 

‘RuPay SoftPoS’ to transform NFC enabled 

smartphones into Point of Sale (POS) terminals 

for merchants and retailers. 

10. Which fintech startup has partnered with 
financial services company Vivriti Capital to 
provide working capital financing to micro, 
small and medium enterprises (MSMEs)? 
A. FlexiLoans.com 
B. Razorpay 
C. ETMoney 
D. Zest Money 
E. Money View 
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Correct Answer – A. FlexiLoans.com 
Explanation: Fintech lender FlexiLoans.com has 

partnered with financial services company Vivriti 

Capital to provide working capital financing to 

micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs) by 

disbursing loans worth Rs 300 crore.The 

partnership will be powered by FlexiLoans.com’s 

technology and credit underwriting platform 

‘BiFrost’, which has been integrated with Vivriti’s 

Co-lending platform ‘CredAvenue’.The aim of this 

initiative is to reach out to more than 10,000 

MSMEs in the next 12-18 months.These Loans 

can be applied online and can be received with 

in-principal approval within 24-48 hours digitally 

without any manual intervention. 

11. Freecharge has launched a ‘Pay Later’ facility 
for its customers. Who is the founder of 
Freecharge? 
A. Kunal Shah 
B. Sandeep Tandon 
C. Anuj Garg 
D. Both 1 and 2 
E. Both 1 and 3 
 
Correct Answer: D. Both 1 and 2 
Explanation:  Freecharge has launched a ‘Pay 

Later’ facility for its customers.The expenses get 

aggregated for a month and customers can pay 

at the end of the month, in a seamless manner.It 

can be used both on Freecharge’s platform as 

well as on a network of over 10,000 online and 

offline merchants.On successful onboarding on 

Pay Later, customers receive a monthly credit 

limit of up to ₹5,000. 

Freecharge: 

 Headquarters - Mumbai. 

 Founders - Kunal Shah, Sandeep Tandon. 

 Parent organization - Axis Bank. 

12. In May 2021, which of the following banks 
has deployed mobile ATMs in Bengaluru amid 
the surge in covid infections in the city? 
A. ICICI Bank 
B. HDFC Bank 
C. Axis Bank 
D. Punjab National Bank 
E. Yes Bank 
 
Correct Answer – B. HDFC Bank 
Explanation: The country's largest private sector 

lender HDFC Bank has deployed mobile ATMs 

in Bengaluru amid the surge in covid infections in 

the city.According to the bank, Bengaluru is 

the 25th city where it has deployed Mobile 

Automated Teller Machine (ATM).Customers can 

conduct over 15 types of transactions using 

the Mobile ATM, which will be operational at 

each location for a specific period.  

HDFC Bank: 

 Headquarters - Mumbai. 

 Founded In: August 1994. 

13. Sushil Kumar has been suspended by the 
Indian Railways until further orders. In which 
year did he receive the Padma Shree? 
A. 2005 
B. 2007 
C. 2009 
D. 2011 
E. 2013 
 

Correct Answer – D. 2011 
Explanation: Two-time Olympian Sushil Kumar, 

who was arrested by the Delhi Police in 

connection with the death of wrestler Sagar 

Dhankar, has been suspended by the Indian 

Railways until further orders.  

Awards received by Sushil Kumar: 

 Arjuna Award for Wrestling (2005) 
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 Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna (2008) 

 CNN-IBN Indian of the Year in Sports 

(2010) 

 Padma Shri (2011) 

14. Which of the following has proposed to 
provide the phenomenon to the Department of 
Telecom (DoT) and the department has asked 
telecom operators to carry out proof of concept 
on the same? 
A. CDAC 
B. Nasscom Foundation 
C. Cellular Operators’ Association of India 
D. Oxfam India 
E. Action AID India 
 
Correct Answer – C. Cellular Operators’ 
Association of India 
Explanation:  Mobile phone subscribers may 

soon be allowed to switch from a postpaid 

connection to prepaid and vice versa by using 

an OTP-based authentication and without a need 

to change SIM card.Industry body Cellular 

Operators’ Association of India (COAI) has 

proposed the mechanism to the Dept of Telecom 

(DoT) and the department has asked telecom 

operators to carry out proof of concept on the 

same.The PoC for conversion from prepaid to 

postpaid and vice versa may be carried out by 

the telecom service providers as per the 

procedure.COAI is an Indian non-governmental 

trade association and advocacy group focused 

mainly on telecommunications industry.It was 

constituted in 1995 as a registered, non-

governmental society. 

15. Who has been awarded the India 
Biodiversity Award 2021 in the individual 
category of ‘Conservation of domesticated 
species’? 
A. Aditya Varma Tiruvadi 
B. Shaji .N.M. 
C. Vira Aditya Varma 
D. K.S. Narayanan 
E. R.P. Viswanathan 
 
Correct Answer – B. Shaji .N.M. 
Explanation: Shaji .N.M., fondly called as ‘Tuber 

Man’ of Kerala has been awarded the India 

Biodiversity Award 2021 in the individual 

category of ‘Conservation of domesticated 

species’.He conserves a wide array of around 200 

tuber crops including greater yam, lesser yam, 

elephant foot yam, sweet potato, cassava and 

Chinese potato in his farm.He had also received 

the Plant Genome Savior Reward 2015. 

Kerala: 

 Governor - Arif Mohammad Khan. 

 Number of Districts - 14. 

 Lok Sabha seats - 20. 

 Rajya Sabha seats - 9. 

 State Animal - Indian elephant. 

27th May 2021 Quiz
1. Which country is designing a new Earth 
System Observatory to guide efforts related to 
climate change and disaster mitigation? 
A. United States 
B. Singapore 
C. Russia  
D. China 
E. India 

 
Correct Answer: A. United States 
Explanation: The US space agency, National 

Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) is 

developing a new system called the Earth System 

Observatory, to mitigate efforts related to 

climate change and disaster mitigation. NASA has 
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also partnered with the Indian Space Research 

Organization (ISRO) which will provide NASA-

ISRO Synthetic Aperture Radar (NISAR). NISAR 

will carry two radar systems to measure changes 

in the Earth’s surface, during one of the 

observatory’s first missions intended as a 

pathfinder. 

About the Earth System Observatory: 

The Earth System Observatory will be a set of 

missions designed to study “designated 

observables” such as aerosols, clouds and 

weather, water supply, and the Earth’s surface 

and ecosystems, for an unprecedented 

understanding of the critical interactions 

between Earth’s atmosphere, land, ocean, and 

ice processes, which determines how the 

changing climate will play out at regional and 

local levels, on near and long-term time 

scales.Each new satellite under Earth System 

Observatory will be uniquely designed to create 

a 3D, holistic view of Earth, from bedrock to 

atmosphere, providing a new architecture to 

advanced space-borne Earth observation 

systems. 

Important Points: 

 14th NASA administrator: Bill Nelson; 

 Headquarters of NASA: Washington D.C., 

United States; 

 NASA Founded: 1 October 1958. 

2. Bollywood actor _________ is all set to launch 
her autobiography “Sach Kahun Toh”, publisher 
Penguin Random House India. 
A. Juhi Chawla 
B. Madhuri Dixit 
C. Ayesha Jhulka 
D. Neena Gupta 
E. Deepa Sahi 

 
Correct Answer – D. Neena Gupta 
Explanation: Bollywood actor Neena Gupta is all 

set to launch her autobiography “Sach Kahun 

Toh”, publisher Penguin Random House 

India. she wrote the book in 2020 during the 

lockdown. The book addresses issues like casting 

couch, film industry politics, and also talks about 

what it takes for a young actor to survive without 

a godfather or guide. From her time at 

the National School of Drama (NSD) to moving to 

Bombay (Mumbai) in the 80s and her single 

parenthood, the book will share Gupta’s life story 

in the most “unapologetically honest” manner. 

“She details the big milestones in her life, her 

unconventional pregnancy and single 

parenthood, and successful second innings in 

Bollywood. 

3. Guillermo Lasso has been elected as the 
president of which of the following country? 
A. Chad  
B. Ecuador 
C. Mauritania 
D. Burkina Faso 
E. Benin 
 

Correct Answer – B. Ecuador 
Explanation: Guillermo Lasso, a conservative, 

assumed the presidency of Ecuador and has 

become the first right-wing leader in 14 years in 

Ecuador. The 65-year-old former banker beat 

left-wing economist Andres Arauz in a second-

round run-off last month and succeeds the 

hugely unpopular Lenin Moreno. Guillermo 

Alberto is a banker, businessman, writer and 

politician who recently became the 47th 

president of Ecuador. He is the first centre-right 

president in two decades. 

Important Points: 
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 Ecuador Capital: Quito; 

 Ecuador Currency: United States Dollar. 

4. Which among the following bank has now 
become the first Small Finance Bank to offer its 
NRI customer segment the ease of account 
opening online? 
A. A U Small Finance Bank 
B. Utkarsh Small Finance Bank 
C. Ujjivan Small Finance Bank 
D. Janalakshmi Small Finance Bank 
E.  Equitas Small Finance Bank 
 
Correct Answer – E.  Equitas Small Finance Bank 
Explanation: Equitas Small Finance Bank has now 

become the first Small Finance Bank to offer 

its NRI customer segment the ease of account 

opening online. The company will also be the 

only one in the Small Finance Bank sector to have 

Virtual Relationship Managers based on time 

zones. The online process of account opening for 

NRIs can be done via smartphone or computer 

connected to the Internet. 

How to open an account? 

 The applicants will have a span of 90 

days to courier documents after account 

opening. With this pioneering move, 

Equitas Small Finance Bank is seamlessly 

increasing opportunities for its NRI 

account holders to manage their 

investments, deposits and the income 

earned in India. 

 The Equitas Net Banking would also 

facilitate investment in mutual funds 

and Portfolio Management Services for 

the NRI account holders. 

 Through Banking alliances, Equitas Bank 

also offers online and offline remittance 

facilities to its NRI customers at the best 

exchange rates thereby making it easier 

and beneficial to transfer their overseas 

earnings to India seamlessly. 

Important Points: 

 Equitas Small Finance Bank MD & CEO 

Vasudevan P N; 

 Equitas Small Finance Bank 

Headquarters: Chennai; 

 Equitas Small Finance Bank 

Founded: 2016. 

5. Who became the first Indian to win the 
Rudolf V Schindler award? 
A. V. Narasimha Reddy 
B. D Nagarjuna Reddy 
C. D Nagendra Reddy 
D. D Nageshwar Reddy 
E. T Nageshwar Rao 
 
Correct Answer- D. D Nageshwar Reddy 
Explanation: Padma Bhushan awardee and noted 

gastroenterologist Dr D Nageshwar Reddy, who is 

also the chairman of AIG Hospitals, has won 

the Rudolf V Schindler Award from the American 

Society of Gastrointestinal Endoscopy 

(ASGE). Rudolf V Schindler Award is the highest 

category in the prestigious Crystal Awards named 

after Dr Schindler who is considered as “the 

father of gastroscopy.”With this, Dr Reddy 

becomes the first Indian medical practitioner to 

win this award. Dr Reddy is one of the first to 

promote endoscopy in India and has led the 

charge of educating numerous endoscopists all 

over the world. 

6. The World Health Organization (WHO) has 
signed an MoU with which country to launch 
the first WHO BioHub Facility as part of the 
WHO BioHub System? 
A. Italy 
B. Germany 
C. Switzerland 
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D. France 
E. England 
 
Correct Answer – C. Switzerland 
Explanation: World Health Organization (WHO), 

and Switzerland signed an MoU to launch the 

first WHO BioHub Facility as part of the WHO 

BioHub System during the 74th World Health 

Assembly in Geneva, Switzerland.The facility will 

allow the rapid sharing of viruses and other 

pathogens between laboratories and global 

partners.It will be set up in Spiez, Switzerland. 

Under this agreement, the Spiez Biocontainment 

Laboratory will be made available to WHO and 

the lab will act as a repository for Sars-CoV-2 

viruses or other pathogens with epidemic or 

pandemic potential.The timely sharing of 

pathogens will allow the global scientific 

community to assess the risk and develop 

countermeasures (such as diagnostics, 

therapeutics, and vaccines) rapidly.At present, 

pathogen sharing is done bilaterally between 

countries and on a temporary basis. This process 

is often slow and leaves many countries without 

access to benefits and tools. 

7. Who awarded with Europe’s Golden Shoe, as 
he finished as the top scorer in Europe’s leading 
domestic leagues? 
A. Lionel Messi 
B. Cristiano Ronaldo 
C. Robert Lewandowski 
D. André Silva 
E. Erling Haaland 
 
Correct Answer – C. Robert Lewandowski 
Explanation: Bayern Munich’s Robert 

Lewandowski was awarded with Europe’s Golden 

Shoe, as he finished as the top scorer in Europe’s 

leading domestic leagues.He scored a record-

breaking 41 goals in the Bundesliga en route to 

Bayern’s ninth consecutive league title.By 

breaking Gerd Muller’s single season Bundesliga 

record, Lewandowski became the first Bundesliga 

striker to win the Golden Shoe.He beat out 

Barcelona’s Lionel Messi, Juventus’s Cristiano 

Ronaldo, PSG’s Kylian Mbappe, and fellow 

Bundesliga rivals Erling Haaland (Borussia 

Dortmund), and Andre Silva (Eintracht 

Frankfurt).Tottenham Hotspur captain and striker 

Harry Kane has won the Premier League Golden 

Boot for the third time. 

8. According to the Forbes Real-Time Billionaires 
List who became the world’s richest person? 
A. Bernard Arnault 
B. Jeff Bezos 
C. Elon Musk 
D. Bill Gates 
E. Mark Zuckerberg 
 
Correct Answer – A. Bernard Arnault 
Explanation: According to the Forbes Real-Time 

Billionaires List, on 24th May 2021, French 

tycoon Bernard Arnault, CEO and majority owner 

of LVMH Moët Hennessy Louis Vuitton (LVMH), 

became the world’s richest person with an 

estimated net worth of 186.3 billion USD. He 

overtook Jeff Bezos, CEO of Amazon, whose net 

worth was 186 billion USD and Elon Musk, CEO of 

Tesla whose net worth was 147.3 billion USD.The 

net worth of Bernard Arnault has risen from 76 

Billion USD (March 2020) to 186.3 billion USD 

with a massive rise of around 110 Billion USD in 

14 months. 

9. Who has authored the book titled ”7 Lessons 
from Everest – Expedition Learnings from Life 
and Business”? 
A. Aditya Gupta 
B. Deep Halder 
C. Swapan Das Gupta 
D. Kalki Koechlin 
E. Sutapa Basu 
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Correct Answer – A. Aditya Gupta 
Explanation:  Delhi-based entrepreneur and 

mountaineer Aditya Gupta recently released a 

book titled ”7 Lessons from Everest – Expedition 

Learnings from Life and Business”. The book aims 

to raise one crore rupees (approx $150K) for 

Covid-19 relief from its sales.The proceeds from 

the book will be given to NGO Child Rights and 

You (CRY).The campaign is initiated by The Rug 

Republic (a brand owned by Aditya Gupta)to 

extend support in ensuring care, protection and 

education to children amidst these trying times.It 

is a coffee-table book, with 350 stunning images 

spread over 250 pages.It narrates the author’s 

experience of scaling Mt Everest at the age of 50 

in 2019 and shares the virtues of preparation, 

passion, perseverance, mental toughness, and 

resilience. 

10. According to 3rd Advance Estimates of 
production of major agricultural crops for 2020-
21 the total foodgrain production in India is 
estimated to rise by______. 
A. 2.66%  
B. 3.56% 
C. 3.85% 
D. 4.25% 
E. 4.76% 
 
Correct Answer – A. 2.66% 
Explanation: The Department of Agriculture, 

Cooperation and Farmers Welfare (DAC & FW) 

has released the 3rd Advance Estimates of 

production of major agricultural crops for 2020-

21. According to the estimates, the total 

foodgrain production in India is estimated to rise 

by 2.66% to a record 305.44 Million Tonnes (MT) 

in 2020-21 (compared to 2019).It is an increase 

of 7.94 MT than the production of foodgrain of 

297.50 MT achieved during 2019-20.The 305.44 

MT estimate is higher by 26.66 MT compared to 

average production of foodgrains of the previous 

five years (2015-16 to 2019-20).The assessment 

is based on data received from States. 

11. Max Mosley passed away in May 2021. He 
became the President of the International 
Automobile Federation (FIA) in which year? 
A. 1989 
B. 1991 
C. 1993 
D. 1995 
E. 1999 
 
Correct Answer: C. 1993 
Explanation:  Max Mosley, the former head of 

Formula One's governing body, passed away in 

May 2021.Mosley was a racing driver, a team 

owner, and a lawyer before becoming President 

of the International Automobile Federation 

(FIA) in 1993. 

Other Obituary: 

Lee Evans, the record-setting sprinter who wore 

a black beret in a sign of protest at the 1968 

Summer Olympics, passed away in May 2021. 

12. The Parliament of which country has passed 
the Port City Economic Commission Bill? 
A. Sri Lanka 
B. Myanmar 
C. Laos 
D. Malaysia 
E. Indonesia 
 
Correct Answer – A. Sri Lanka 
Explanation: The Sri Lanka Parliament has passed 

the Port City Economic Commission Bill.The 

bill officially declares 269 hectares of land 

reclaimed from the ocean and annexed to the 

city of Colombo as the country's first special 

economic zone (SEZ) for service-oriented 

industries.Under the legislation, a President-
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appointed commission will be established to 

govern the SEZ.  

Sri Lanka:  

 Capital - Sri Jayawardenepura Kotte 

(Administrative capital), Colombo 

(Commercial capital). 

 Currency - Sri Lankan rupee. 

13. Who ended with the silver medal in the 
men’s 73 kg category at the Junior World 
Weightlifting Championships 2021 in 
Uzbekistan, in May 2021? 
A. Achinta Sheuli 
B. Sathish Sivalingam 
C. Ragala Venkat Rahul 
D. Pardeep Singh 
E. Gururaja Poojary 
 

Correct Answer – A. Achinta Sheuli 
Explanation: Indian weightlifter Achinta 

Sheuli ended with the silver medal in the 

men’s 73 kg category at the Junior World 

Weightlifting Championships 2021 in Uzbekistan, 

on 26 May 2021.He lifted a total of 313 kg (141 

kg snatch and 172 kg clean and jerk) to finish 

behind Indonesia’s Rizki Juniansyah, who lifted a 

world record 349 kg (155 kg snatch and 194 kg 

clean and jerk) for the gold medal.He lifted 137kg 

in his first attempt and then bettered that to 

141kg in his second. 

14. Which bank has launched a facility for 
linking a UPI ID with its digital wallet, ‘Pockets’? 
A. ICICI Bank 
B. HDFC Bank 
C. Yes Bank 
D. Axis Bank 
E. PNB 

Correct Answer – A. ICICI Bank 
Explanation:  ICICI Bank has launched a facility 

for linking a UPI ID with its digital wallet, 

‘Pockets’.New users, including those who are not 

customers of ICICI Bank, can now instantly get a 

UPI ID, which is automatically linked to 

‘Pockets’. ICICI Bank is the first in the industry to 

enable customers to make UPI transactions from 

their wallet balance instead of their savings 

account. 

15. Banks and financial institutions have 
sanctioned about how many rupees to over 28 
crore beneficiaries under the Mudra scheme in 
the last six years? 
A. 10 lakh crore 
B. 12 lakh crore 
C. 15 lakh crore 
D. 18 lakh crore 
E. 20 lakh crore 

Correct Answer – C. 15 lakh crore 
Explanation: Banks and financial institutions 

have sanctioned about Rs 15 lakh crore to over 

28 crore beneficiaries under the Mudra 

scheme in the last six years.Pradhan Mantri 

MUDRA Yojana (PMMY) was launched by Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi on April 8, 2015, to 

promote entrepreneurship.As of March 26, 2021, 

loans sanctioned by member lending institutions 

amount to Rs 15.10 lakh crore. 

PMMY: 

 PMMY is a scheme that provides loans up 

to 10 lakh to non-corporate, non-farm 

small/micro-enterprises. 

 These loans are given by Commercial 

Banks, RRBs, Small Finance Banks, MFIs, 

and NBFCs. 

 Under the aegis of PMMY, MUDRA has 

created three products namely 'Shishu', 

'Kishore', and 'Tarun' to signify the stage 

of growth/development and funding 
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needs of the beneficiary micro unit/entrepreneur

28th May 2021 Quiz
1. The International Financial Services Centres 
Authority (IFSCA) has constituted an expert 
committee on Investment Funds. Who is the 
chairperson of this committee? 
A. Sankaran Naren 
B. Ajay Bagga 
C. Nilesh Shah 
D. Ridham Desai 
E. Roshni Arora 
 
Correct Answer: C. Nilesh Shah 
Explanation:The International Financial Services 

Centres Authority (IFSCA) has constituted an 

expert committee on Investment Funds. The 

Committee has been formed under the 

Chairmanship of Nilesh Shah, Managing Director 

of Kotak Mahindra Asset Management Co. Ltd. It 

will holistically review the global best practices 

and make recommendations to IFSCA on the 

roadmap for the fund’s industry in the 

International Financial Service Centres 

(IFSCs).The other members of the Committee 

comprises of leaders from the entire Fund 

Management ecosystem including from areas 

such as technology, distribution, legal, 

compliance, and operations. 

About the IFSCA: 

The International Financial Services Centres 

Authority (IFSCA) is based in GIFT City, 

Gandhinagar in Gujarat. It is a unified regulator 

to develop and regulate financial products, 

financial services and financial institutions in 

the International Financial Service Centres (IFSCs) 

in India. 

2. Which state government has recently 
launched Smart Kitchen Scheme? 
A. Gujarat 
B. Karnataka 
C. Kerala 
D. West Bengal 
E. Odisha 
 
Correct Answer – C. Kerala 
Explanation: Chief Minister of Kerala, Pinarayi 

Vijayan has announced a secretary-level 

committee will formulate guidelines and 

recommendations on implementation of 

the “Smart Kitchen Scheme” in state to fulfil 

commitments of the Left Democratic Front 

(LDF). It aims to account and reduce the 

workload of women’s domestic labour.Smart 

Kitchen Scheme will be launched by July 10, 

2021. Under the scheme, women of state will be 

given loan to refurbish their kitchen. Loan will be 

provided with a low-interest rate in instalment 

schemes. Scheme seeks to reduce workload of 

women’s domestic labour. 

Important takeaways for all competitive exams: 

 Kerala CM: Pinarayi Vijayan. 

 Kerala Governor: Arif Mohammad Khan. 

3. The International Day of Action for Women’s 
Health is observed on __________. 
A. May 28  
B. Last Friday of May 
C. May 27 
D. Last Thursday of May 
E. May 29 
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Correct Answer – A. May 28 
Explanation: The International Day of Action for 

Women’s Health (International Women’s Health 

Day) is observed every year on May 

28 since 1987 to raise awareness on the issues 

related to women’s health and well being. Latin 

American and Caribbean Women’s Health 

Network (LACWHN) and Women’s Global 

Network for Reproductive Rights 

(WGNRR) launched the day. Year after year, 

women, girls, advocates and allies have 

continued to take action and stand up for sexual 

and reproductive rights for what they are: an 

indivisible and inalienable part of our human 

rights. 

4. The SeHAT OPD Portal has been launched by 
the government to provide telemedicine 
services to ____________. 
A. PSBs 
B. MSMEs 
C. Journalists 
D. Armed Forces 
E.  Politicians 
 
Correct Answer – D. Armed Forces 
Explanation: Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath 

Singh has launched the ‘Services e-Health 

Assistance & Tele-consultation (SeHAT) OPD 

portal, through video conferencing. The main 

motive of the portal is to provide telemedicine 

services to the serving Armed Forces personnel, 

veterans and their families. 

About the Portal: 

The portal can be accessed 

at https://sehatopd.in/, to avail the telemedicine 

services.SeHAT OPD portal is the final version 

with advanced safety features.The trial version 

was launched in August 2020 and more 

than 6,500 medical consultations have already 

been carried on the beta version. 

5. ________________is India’s first and only 
woman in the IAF qualified for flight test 
engineer. 
A. Amrita V Olety 
B. Aashritha V Olety 
C. Ajanta V Olety  
D. Aashritha S O 
E. Anjali V Olety 
 
Correct Answer- B. Aashritha V Olety 
Explanation: Squadron Leader, Aashritha V 

Olety is the first and only woman in the 

IAF qualified for the role, and as a flight test 

engineer, she will be responsible for evaluating 

aircraft and airborne systems before their 

induction into the armed forces. Aashritha V 

Olety, a native of Karnataka, has graduated as 

part of the 43rd Flight Test Course. 

Important Points: 

 Air Chief Marshal: Rakesh Kumar Singh 

Bhadauria. 

 Indian Airforce founded: 8 October 1932. 

 Indian Airforce Headquarters: New Delhi. 

6. International Women’s Health Day is 
observed every year on which date? 
A. 25th May 
B. 26th May 
C. 27th May 
D. 28th May 
E. 29th May 
 
Correct Answer – D. 28th May 
Explanation: The International Day of Action for 

Women’s Health (International Women’s Health 

Day) is observed every year on May 28 since 

1987 to raise awareness on the issues related to 

women’s health and well being.Latin American 
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and Caribbean Women’s Health Network 

(LACWHN) and Women’s Global Network for 

Reproductive Rights (WGNRR) launched the 

day.Year after year, women, girls, advocates and 

allies have continued to take action and stand up 

for sexual and reproductive rights for what they 

are: an indivisible and inalienable part of our 

human rights. 

7. Who has been appointed as the Commerce 
Secretary, Government of India? 
A. TV Somanathan 
B. Debasish Panda 
C. B V.R. Subrahmanyam 
D. Tuhin Kanta Pandey 
E. Ajay Seth 
 
Correct Answer – C. B V.R. Subrahmanyam 
Explanation: Central government has appointed 

B.V.R. Subrahmanyam, as next the Commerce 

Secretary, Government of India.Mr. 

Subrahmanyam is a 1987 batch IAS officer of the 

Chhattisgarh cadre, and was sent on deputation 

to Jammu and Kashmir in June 2018.He served as 

Chief Secretary when the State was bifurcated 

into two Union Territories in 2019.He is a widely 

experienced bureaucrat having worked in 

Manmohan Singh Prime Minister’s Office as Joint 

Secretary. 

8. Renowned personality Eric Carle passed away 
recently, he was veteran ________. 
A. Children’s author 
B. Astronauts  
C. Scientist 
D. Actor 
E. Philanthropist 
 
Correct Answer – A. Children’s author 
Explanation: Eric Carle was the beloved 

children’s author and illustrator.His classic “The 

Very Hungry Caterpillar” and other works gave 

millions of kids some of their earliest and most 

cherished literary memories.He famous picture 

book “The Very Hungry Caterpillar” has been 

translated into about 66 languages.About 50 

million copies have been sold.His career as an 

illustrator and children’s author gained pace 

when he collaborated on “Brown Bear, Brown 

Bear, What Do You See?”.He had illustrated more 

than 70 books. 

9. World Hunger Day is observed globally every 
year on which date? 
A. 25th May 
B. 26th May 
C. 27th May 
D. 28th May 
E. 29th May 
 

Correct Answer – D. 28th May 
Explanation:  World Hunger Day is observed 

globally on 28 May every year.The objective of 

this day is to raise awareness about more than 

820 million people living in chronic hunger 

worldwide.It is observed since 2011 to not only 

spread awareness about the malaise of chronic 

hunger but also to solve hunger and poverty 

through sustainable undertakings.The initiative 

recognizes the dire need to save nearly a quarter 

of a billion lives from malnourishment and 

chronic hunger.The need to provide outreach 

globally during the pandemic for the distribution 

of food is seen as paramount to save those who 

have been vulnerable even in pre-pandemic 

times. 

10. Who has been sworn in as the president of 
the Central Tibetan Administration (CTA), the 
Dharamshala-based Tibetan government-in-
exile? 
A. Sonam Norbu Dagpo 
B. Penpa Tsering 
C. Lobsang Tenzin 
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D. Sonam Singh 
E. None of these 
 
Correct Answer – B. Penpa Tsering 
Explanation: Penpa Tsering was on Thursday 

sworn-in as president of the Central Tibetan 

Administration (CTA), the Dharamshala-based 

Tibetan government-in-exile.Chief Justice 

Commissioner Sonam Norbu Dagpo administered 

the oath to Penpa Tsering, the second 

democratically-elected Sikyong (president) of the 

17th Parliament-in-Exile of the Central Tibetan 

Administration.Penpa Tsering succeeded Lobsang 

Sangay.Penpa Tsering, 53, was the speaker of the 

Parliament of the CTA for two terms between 

2008 and 2016.He was the runner up in the 

Sikyong election in 2016. 

11. In May 2021, the central government has 
garnered Rs 3,994 crore from its stake sale in 
which bank? 
A. HDFC Bank 
B. Yes Bank 
C. ICICI Bank 
D. Axis Bank 
E. PNB 
 
Correct Answer: D. Axis Bank 
Explanation: The central government has 

garnered Rs 3,994 crore from its stake sale in Axis 

Bank.The Finance Ministry has sold 58 million 

shares or 1.95% stake held in Axis Bank through 

the Specified Undertaking of the Unit Trust of 

India (SUUTI) to non-retail and retail 

investors.The portion reserved for non-retail 

investors was oversubscribed four times the base 

size. 

12. Naval Dockyard, Visakhapatnam under 
which of the following Naval Commands 
commenced ‘Skill Development Training 
Program’ on “Maintenance of PSA Oxygen 
Plants” in May 2021? 

A. Southern Naval Command 
B. Eastern Naval Command 
C. Western Naval Command 
D. South-Western Naval Command 
E. South-Eastern Naval Command 
 
Correct Answer – B. Eastern Naval Command 
Explanation: Naval Dockyard, 

Visakhapatnam under the Eastern Naval 

Command commenced ‘Skill Development 

Training Program’ on “Maintenance of PSA 

Oxygen Plants” on 27 May 2021.The four-

day training program is being conducted by a 

team of experts from Naval Dockyard, 

Visakhapatnam over video conference and 

includes theoretical sessions and practical 

demonstrations on the PSA plant available at 

Dockyard.The training is attended by 82 Master 

Trainers from various institutes spread in 30 

cities across the country.Professors from IIT, 

Kanpur and officials from the Ministry of Health 

And Family Welfare along with the Ministry of 

Skill Development also participated in the 

training. 

13. Who will be joining the Oberoi Hotels and 
Resorts Group as President effective 1 June 
2021? 
A. Kapil Chopra 
B. Sanjiv Kapoor 
C. Anup Sahay 
D. Manish Sharma 
E. Dinesh Roy 
 

Correct Answer – B. Sanjiv Kapoor 
Explanation: Sanjiv Kapoor will be joining 

the Oberoi Hotels and Resorts 

Group as President effective 1 June 2021.Kapoor 

is an aviation veteran who has worked as Chief 

Strategy and Commercial Officer at Vistara and 

Chief Operating Officer at Spice Jet.Oberoi 

Group, founded in 1934, presently operates 33 
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hotels across the country, two Nile cruisers, and 

a motor vessel in the backwaters of Kerala. 

14. In May 2021, who has been granted a golden 
visa by the United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
government? 
A. Amitabh Bachchan 
B. Shah Rukh Khan 
C. Salman Khan 
D. Sanjay Dutt 
E. Akshay Kumar 
 
Correct Answer – D. Sanjay Dutt 
Explanation:  Sanjay Dutt has been granted 

a golden visa by the United Arab Emirates (UAE) 

government.The visa came into effect in May 

2019 following approval from the Prime Minister 

and Ruler of Dubai.The golden visa is a long-term 

residency visa.It is targeted at wealthy individuals 

keen to offer the UAE significant investment in 

exchange for an opportunity to reside within the 

country.  

UAE: 

 Capital - Abu Dhabi. 

 Currency - United Arab Emirates dirham. 

 President - Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan. 

 National Sport - Camel racing. 

 

15. Which state has announced 'one-time' 
financial help of ₹3 lakh for children who lost 
their parents due to coronavirus? 
A. Gujarat 
B. Kerala 
C. Punjab 
D. Haryana 
E. Karnataka 
 
Correct Answer – B. Kerala 
Explanation: The Kerala government has 

announced 'one-time' financial help of ₹3 

lakh for children who lost their parents due to 

coronavirus.Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi 

Vijayan said ₹2,000 per month will be given to 

the children till 18 years of age.Besides, the state 

government will bear the cost of their education 

till the degree level. 

Kerala: 

 Chief Minister - Pinarayi Vijayan. 

 Governor - Arif Mohammad Khan. 

 Number of Districts - 14. 

 Lok Sabha seats - 20. 

 Rajya Sabha seats - 9.

29th May 2021 Quiz
1. Who among the following are the Indian 
peacekeepers to be honored with the UN’s 
prestigious medal? 
A. Corporal Yuvraj Singh 
B. Ivan Michael Picardo 
C. Moolchand Yadav 
D. All of the above 
E. Both A and B 
 
Correct Answer: D. All of the above 

Explanation: Corporal Yuvraj Singh, civilian 

peacekeeper Ivan Michael 

Picardo, and Moolchand Yadav are among those 

to be honoured with the UN’s prestigious 

medal. Corporal Yuvraj Singh was serving at the 

United Nations Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) 

while civilian peacekeeper Ivan Michael Picardo 

was associated with UNAMISS as a civil 

peacekeeper. Moolchand Yadav was associated 

with the United Nations Assistance Mission in 
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Iraq (UNAMI).Three Indian peacekeepers, who 

laid down their lives while serving in United 

Nations (UN) peacekeeping missions last 

year, are among 129 military, police and civilian 

personnel honoured with a prestigious UN medal 

awarded posthumously for courage and sacrifice 

in the line of duty.India is the fifth-largest 

contributor of uniformed personnel to UN 

peacekeeping with more than 5,500 military and 

police serving in peace operations in Abyei, 

Cyprus, Congo, Lebanon, the Middle East, 

Somalia, South Sudan and Western Sahara, 

according to the UN. 

2. According to RBI, value and volume of 
banknotes in circulation has increased by 
_____________and 
______________respectively in 2020-21. 
A. 13.5%, 6.2% 
B. 14.7%, 6.6% 
C. 15.3%, 7.0% 
D. 16.8%, 7.2% 
E. 17.1%, 7.9% 
 
Correct Answer – D. 16.8%, 7.2% 
Explanation: Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has 

published its annual report and highlights “asset 

quality of banks and their preparedness requires 

close monitoring for higher provisioning for 

upcoming quarters”. In its annual report, the 

central bank said the country’s growth prospects 

now essentially depend on how fast India can 

arrest the second wave of COVID-19 infections. 

RBI Annual Report 2021: 

RBI in its semi-annual financial stability report 

earlier highlighted bad loan ratio of banks could 

rise to 13.5% under the baseline stress scenario 

by September 2021.The Provision Coverage Ratio 

(PCR) of banks improved from 66.6% in March 

2020 to 75.5 % by December 2020, because of 

prudent provisioning by banks above regulatory 

prescriptions on accounts availing moratorium 

and undergoing restructuring.The capital to risk-

weighted assets ratio (CRAR) of banks increased 

to 15.9% by December 2020, in March it was 

14.8%.In its report, RBI cautioned “banks being 

lenders will have to provide a true picture of bad 

loans after Supreme Court lifted the interim stay 

on classifying non-performing assets (NPA) in 

March 2021.According to it, waiver of compound 

interest on all loan accounts opted for a 

moratorium during March-August 2020 would 

put stress on the financial health of banks.The 

Gross NPA ratio of banks decreased from 8.2% in 

March 2020 to 6.8% in December 2020.The Gross 

NPA ratio for non-banking financial institutions 

(NBFCs) increased from 6.8% in March to 5.7% in 

December 2020.The capital adequacy ratio 

of NBFCs increased from 24.8% in December 

2020 to 23.7% in March.Frauds reported by 

banks fell by 25% in value terms in just one year 

to Rs 1.38 lakh crore at the end of fiscal year 

ended March 2021, data released by the RBI as 

part of it annual report showed.The Reserve 

Bank of India on 27th May said banknotes in 

circulation witnessed a higher than the average 

increase during 2020-21, on account of 

precautionary holding of cash by people due to 

the COVID-19 pandemic, and its prolonged 

continuance. Value and volume of banknotes in 

circulation increased by 16.8% and 

7.2% respectively in 2020-21. 

3. What is the theme of International Day of 
United Nations Peacekeepers 2021? 
A. Protecting Civilians, Protecting Peace 
B. Women in Peacekeeping 
C. Investing in Peace Around the World 
D. 70 Years of Service and Sacrifice 
E. The road to a lasting peace: Leveraging the 
power of youth for peace and security 
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Correct Answer – E. The road to a lasting peace: 
Leveraging the power of youth for peace and 
security 
Explanation: The “International Day of United 

Nations Peacekeepers” is observed on May 

29 annually. The day is celebrated to pay tribute 

to all the men and women who have served and 

continue to serve in United Nations 

peacekeeping operations for their high level of 

professionalism, dedication, and courage and to 

honour the memory of those who have lost their 

lives in the cause of peace. The day was 

designated by United Nations General Assembly 

on December 11, 2002, and first celebrated 

in 2003. The 2021 Theme: “The road to a lasting 

peace: Leveraging the power of youth for peace 

and security.” 

4. Bashar Al-Assad has been re-elected for the 
4th term as the President of which of the 
following country? 
A. Turkey 
B. Syria 
C. Algeria 
D. Egypt 
E. Libya 
 
Correct Answer – B. Syria 
Explanation: Syrian President, Bashar al-

Assad has been re-elected for the fourth straight 

7-year term in a landslide victory, winning 95.1 

per cent of the total votes cast. The 55-year-old 

Assad is serving as the 19th President of 

Syria since 17 July 2000. On the eve of the 

election, the United States, Britain, France, 

Germany and Italy said the poll was “neither free 

nor fair”, and Syria’s fragmented opposition has 

called it a “farce” 

Important Points: 

 Syria Capital: Damascus; Currency: Syrian 

pound. 

5. Laurence des Cars makes history by becoming 
the first woman chief of the Louvre museum. 
Where is Louvre Museum located? 
A. Madrid, Spain  
B. Geneva, Switzerland 
C. Rome, Italy 
D. London, Britain 
E. Paris, France 
 
Correct Answer- E. Paris, France 
Explanation: Historian Laurence des 

Cars becomes the first female president 

of Musée du Louvre, the world’s largest museum 

in Paris, France in 228 years. She was appointed 

as the first female president of Musée du Louvre 

by the President of France, Emmanuel Macron. 

Laurence des Cars, 54, is currently heading the 

Musée d’Orsay, the Paris landmark museum 

which is dedicated to 19th-century art.On 

September 1, 2021, she will replace the current 

president, Jean-Luc Martinez, who had been 

heading the Orsay museum for the past eight 

years. 

Important Points: 

 France Capital: Paris. 

 France President: Emmanuel Macron. 

 France Prime minister: Jean Castex 

 France Currency: Euro. 

6. Which state government has launched an 
online portal named ‘Akanksha‘ to provide 
comprehensive details on all the Corporate 
Social Responsibility (CSR) activities in the 
state? 
A. Madhya Pradesh 
B. Karnataka 
C. Tamilnadu 
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D. Maharashtra 
E. Gujarat 
 
Correct Answer – B. Karnataka 
Explanation: Karnataka Chief Minister (CM) B S 

Yediyurappa, launched an online portal named 

‘Akanksha‘ to provide comprehensive details on 

all the Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) 

activities in the state. It is the first of its kind 

initiative in India.The portal was created by the 

Department of Planning, Programme Monitoring 

and Statistics, Karnataka in collaboration with 

UNDP’s (United Nations Development 

Programme) Sustainable Development Goals 

Coordination Centre (SDGCC).NITI Ayog (The 

National Institution for Transforming India) Chief 

Executive Officer, Amitabh Kant also participated 

in the launch virtually. 

7. Who will be the CEO of Amazon from July 
2021? 
A. Patricia Q. Stonesifer 
B. Jonathan Rubinstein 
C. Andy Jassy 
D. Sebastian J. Gunningham 
E. None of the above 
 
Correct Answer – C. Andy Jassy 
Explanation:  Andy Jassy (Amazon Web Services 

founder) will be replacing the current CEO of 

Amazon by replacing Jeff Bezos in the second half 

of 2021.Andy Jassy joined Amazon in 1997 and 

has led Amazon’s Web Services cloud team since 

its inception. 

8. Renowned sportsman Max Mosley passed 
away recently, he was associated with which 
sports? 
A. Swimming 

B. Wrestling  

C. Boxing 

D. Formula One 

E. Archery 

Correct Answer – D. Formula One 
Explanation: Max Mosley, the former head of 

Formula One’s governing body, has died at the 

age of 81 after suffering from cancer.The 

youngest son of Oswald Mosley, the leader of the 

British fascist movement in the 1930s.Mosley 

was a racing driver, team owner and lawyer 

before becoming president of the International 

Automobile Federation (FIA) in 1993. 

9. Name the hockey player who has been 
appointed as the a member of the FIH Athletes’ 
Committee? 
A. P R Sreejesh 
B. Manpreet Singh 
C. Birendra Lakra 
D. Rupinder Pal Singh 
E. Lalit Upadhyay 
 

Correct Answer – A. P R Sreejesh 
Explanation:  India hockey team goalkeeper P R 

Sreejesh was on Thursday appointed as a 

member of the FIH Athletes’ Committee.Sreejesh 

was one of the four new members appointed by 

the EB which met two days before the 47th FIH 

Congress.Sreejesh Parattu (IND), Marlena 

Rybacha (POL), Mohamed Mea (RSA), and Matt 

Swann (AUS) are now joining the Committee.The 

33-year-old Sreejesh is one of the senior-most 

and decorated players of the Indian team. 

10. Who has been emerged as the highest-paid 
athletes in the world for 2021 according to the 
list released by Forbes? 
A. Conor McGregor 
B. Lionel Messi 
C. Cristiano Ronaldo 
D. Dak Prescott 
E. LeBron James 
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Correct Answer – A. Conor McGregor 
Explanation: Forbes released its list of the 

highest-paid athletes in the world for 2021, 

marking the very top earners in the sports 

industry based on their earnings derived from 

prize money, salaries, bonuses and 

endorsements during the past 12 months 

(between May 1, 2020 and May, 2021).This year, 

MMA fighter Conor McGregor tops the list with 

US$180 million in total earnings, edging past the 

two football legends Lionel Messi (#2) and 

Cristiano Ronaldo (#3) who’ve been topping the 

charts consistently in the past few years. Read on 

to discover the full list and find out how much do 

the superstars make. 

11. Who has formed a Secretary Level 
Committee to make the guidelines and 
recommendations for the implementation of 
the Smart Kitchen scheme by July 2021? 
A. Pinarayi Vijayan 
B. Naveen Patnaik 
C. M. K. Stalin 
D. Arif Mohammad Khan 
E. Edappadi K. Palaniswami 
 
Correct Answer: A. Pinarayi Vijayan 
Explanation:  Kerala CM Pinarayi Vijayan has 

formed a Secretary Level Committee to make the 

guidelines and recommendations for the 

implementation of the Smart Kitchen scheme by 

July 2021.The scheme aims to account for and 

reduce the workload of women's domestic 

labour.Under the 'smart kitchen' scheme, 

women will be given a loan to refurbish their 

kitchen with a low-interest rate in instalment 

schemes. 

Kerala: 

 Chief Minister - Pinarayi Vijayan. 

 Governor - Arif Mohammad Khan. 

 Number of Districts - 14. 

 State Animal - Indian elephant. 

 State Bird - Great hornbill. 

12. Penpa Tsering was sworn in as President of 
the Central Tibetan Administration (CTA) in May 
2021. Who administered the oath to Penpa 
Tsering? 
A. Dolma Gyari 
B. Sonam Norbu Dagpo 
C. Tempa Tsering 
D. Yang Dongsheng 
E. Tsering Dolma 
 
Correct Answer – B. Sonam Norbu Dagpo 
Explanation: Penpa Tsering was sworn in as 

President of the Central Tibetan Administration 

(CTA), the Dharamshala-based Tibetan 

government-in-exile on 27 May 2021.Chief 

Justice Commissioner Sonam Norbu 

Dagpo administered the oath to Penpa 

Tsering.Penpa is the second democratically-

elected Sikyong (President) of the 17th 

Parliament-in-Exile of the Central Tibetan 

Administration. 

13. The second BRICS Sherpas’ and Sous 
Sherpas’ meeting was convened under the 
chairship of which country in May 2021? 
A. Brazil 
B. Russia 
C. India 
D. China 
E. South Africa 
 

Correct Answer – C. India 
Explanation: The second BRICS Sherpas’ and 

Sous Sherpas’ meeting was convened 

under India’s chairship on 28 May 2021.BRICS 

countries held second Sherpas and Sous Sherpas’ 

meeting for four days from May 25 to May 28, 

2021.The meeting was chaired by Secretary (CPV 

& OIA) Sanjay Bhattacharyya and Additional 
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Secretary (Economic Relations), P. Harish, as 

India’s BRICS Sherpa and Sous Sherpa 

respectively.BRICS is the acronym coined to 

associate five major emerging economies: Brazil, 

Russia, India, China, and South Africa.The BRICS 

members are known for their significant 

influence on regional affairs.  

14. Delegates at the World Health Assembly on 
27 May 2021 approved how much per cent 
increase to WHO's proposed budget for the next 
two years? 
A. 12 
B. 16 
C. 20 
D. 24 
E. 28 
 
Correct Answer – B. 16 
Explanation:  Delegates at the World Health 

Assembly on 27 May 2021 approved a 16 per 

cent increase to WHO's proposed budget for the 

next two years.The budgetary increase sets 

about USD 6.1 billion.More than 90 per cent of 

WHO's funding is tied to specific health issues, 

and the agency often struggles to respond to 

urgent crises. 

WHO: 

 Headquarters - Geneva, Switzerland. 

 Founded In - 1948. 

 Director-General - Tedros Adhanom. 

15. Who has been appointed as the new Officer 
on Special Duty (OSD) and Secretary, 
Commerce, in May 2021? 
A. Rudendra Tandon 
B. Gaurav Ahluwalia 
C. BVR Subrahmanyam 
D. Pratik Parkar 
E. Harinder Sidhu 
 
Correct Answer – C. BVR Subrahmanyam 
Explanation: The government has announced the 

appointment of BVR Subrahmanyam as the 

new Officer on Special Duty (OSD) and Secretary, 

Commerce.Subrahmanyam, 1987-Batch IAS 

officer, is the incumbent Chief Secretary of the 

UT of Jammu and Kashmir. 

Other appointment:Vishnu Kumar Sharma, 

presently Director in the Ministry has been 

appointed as the next Ambassador of India to the 

Republic of South Sudan.

30th & 31st May 2021 Quiz
1. What amount of monetary penalty have been 
imposed by RBI on the HDFC Bank? 
A. Rs 2 crore 
B. Rs 5 crore 
C. Rs 7 crore 
D. Rs 10 crore 
E. Rs 15 crore 
 
Correct Answer: D. Rs 10 crore 
Explanation: The Reserve Bank of India has 

imposed a fine of Rs 10 crore on HDFC Bank for 

deficiencies in regulatory compliance found in 

the auto loan portfolio of the bank.As per the 

RBI, HDFC Bank has violated the provisions 

of section 6(2) and section 8 of the Banking 

Regulation Act, 1949.After receiving a complaint 

from a whistleblower, RBI conducted an 

examination in the marketing and sale of third-

party non-financial products to the bank’s auto 

loan customers and found that the bank was in 

contravention of regulatory directions.RBI has 

imposed the monetary penalty in the exercise of 

powers vested by the central bank under the 
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provisions of Section 47A(1)(c) read with Section 

46(4)(i) of the Banking Regulation Act. 

Important Points: 

 Headquarters of HDFC Bank: Mumbai, 

Maharashtra; 

 MD and CEO of HDFC Bank: Sashidhar 

Jagdishan; 

 The tagline of HDFC Bank: We understand 

your world. 

2. Ajit Doval has commissioned the Indian Coast 
Guard (ICG) Offshore Patrol Vessel (OPV) 
_______. 
A. Samarth 
B. Shoor 
C. Sarathi 
D. Sujay 
E. Sajag 
 
Correct Answer – E. Sajag 
Explanation: National Security Advisor (NSA), Ajit 

Doval has commissioned the Indian Coast Guard 

(ICG) Offshore Patrol Vessel (OPV) Sajag, which 

has been constructed by Goa Shipyard 

Limited. Sajag is the third in a series of five 

offshore patrol vessels indigenously designed in 

line with Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s ‘Make 

in India’ vision. The indigenously-built ship is 

fitted with advanced technology equipment, 

weapon and sensors capable to carry a twin-

engine helicopter and four high-speed boats. 

Important Points: 

 Director-General of Indian Coast 

Guard: Krishnaswamy Natarajan. 

 Indian Coast Guard Headquarters: New 

Delhi. 

3. Who has been given additional charge of 
Director General of National Investigation 
Agency? 

A. Moti Sagar  
B. Ghanshyam Singh 
C. Sarda Nand Singh 
D. Y C Modi 
E. Kuldiep Singh 
 

Correct Answer – E. Kuldiep Singh 
Explanation: Director-General of Central Reserve 

Police Force, Kuldiep Singh has been given 

additional charge of Director General of National 

Investigation Agency, NIA. He will hold the 

additional post after 31st or this month after the 

superannuation of Y C Modi.The Ministry of 

Home Affairs assigned the additional charge to 

Singh, a 1986-batch West Bengal cadre officer, 

who has been handling the post of CRPF Director 

General since March 16 this year. He has been 

appointed as DG, CRPF up to September 30, 

2022–the date of his superannuation. 

Important Points: 

 National Investigation Agency 

Headquarters: New Delhi; 

 National Investigation Agency 

Founder: Radha Vinod Raju; 

 National Investigation Agency 

Founded: 2009. 

4. What is the theme of World No Tobacco Day 
2021? 
A. Commit to quit 

B. Tobacco Exposed 

C. Tobacco and lung health 

D. Tobacco and heart disease 

E.  Tobacco: a threat to development 

 
Correct Answer – A. Commit to quit 
Explanation: Every year, on 31st May, the World 

Health Organization (WHO) and global partners 

celebrate World No Tobacco Day (WNTD). The 

annual campaign is an opportunity to raise 
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awareness on the harmful and deadly effects of 

tobacco use and second-hand smoke exposure, 

and to discourage the use of tobacco in any 

form.This year theme of the 2021 WNTD 

is “Commit to quit.” This yearly celebration 

informs the public on the dangers of using 

tobacco, the business practices of tobacco 

companies, what WHO is doing to fight the 

tobacco epidemic, and what people around the 

world can do to claim their right to health and 

healthy living and to protect future generations. 

History 

World Health Organization on 15th May 

1987 passed a resolution, calling for April 7, 

1988, to be the first World No Smoking Day. This 

date was chosen as it was the 40th anniversary of 

the World Health Organization. Then on May 17, 

1989, the World Health Organization passed a 

resolution calling for May 31 to be annually 

known as World No Tobacco Day. World No 

Tobacco Day has been observed every year on 

31st May since 1989. 

Important Points: 

 WHO was established on 7 April 1948; 

 WHO is headquartered in Geneva, 

Switzerland; 

 WHO current President is Dr Tedros 

Adhanom Ghebreyesus. 

5. Mount Nyiragongo is an active stratovolcano 
with an elevation of 3,470 m. It is located in 
which of the following country? 
A. Rwanda  

B. Uganda 

C. Congo 

D. Burundi 

E. Tanzania 

Correct Answer- C. Congo 

Explanation: Mount Nyiragongo erupted in 

the Democratic Republic of Congo. Mount 

Nyiragongo is one of several volcanoes near the 

DRC’s border with Rwanda and Uganda. Its last 

major eruption, in 2002, killed 250 people and 

displaced thousands. Nyiragongo and nearby 

Nyamuragira are together responsible for 40 per 

cent of Africa’s historical volcanic eruptions. 

Mount Nyiragongo is located inside Virunga 

National Park. 

Important Points: 

 President of the Republic of Congo: Denis 

Sassou Nguesso; 

 Prime Minister of Republic of Congo: 

Anatole Collinet Makosso; 

 Congo Capital: Brazzaville; 

 Congo Currency: Congolese franc. 

6. Name the former chairman of the Atomic 
Energy Commission who passed away recently 
(May 2021)? 
A. Srikumar Banerjee 
B. Rewa Prasad Dwivedi 
C. Rajkumar Keswani 
D. JK Dutt 
E. Krishan Kumar Agarwal 
 
Correct Answer – A. Srikumar Banerjee 
Explanation: Srikumar Banerjee, former 

chairman of the Atomic Energy Commission, 

passed away due to a heart attack at his 

residence in neighbouring Navi Mumbai.He 

retired as chairman of the Atomic Energy 

Commission and secretary of the Department of 

Atomic Energy in 2012.Banerjee also served as 

the director of the Bhabha Atomic Research 

Centre (BARC) for six years till 2010.A metallurgy 

engineer from the IIT Kharagpur, Banerjee joined 

the BARC after completing his B Tech degree, and 

rose to become the director of the premier 
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scientific institution.Banerjee's work focused on 

physical metallurgy and material science. 

7. Who has been awarded the India Biodiversity 
Award 2021 in the individual category of 
‘Conservation of domesticated species’? 
A. Y Nuklu Phom 
B. Rajendra Singh 
C. Shaji N.M. 
D. Pradip Krishen 
E. Nandini Velho 
 
Correct Answer – A. Shaji.N.M. 
Explanation: Shaji .N.M., fondly called as ‘Tuber 

Man’ of Kerala has been awarded the India 

Biodiversity Award 2021 in the individual 

category of ‘Conservation of domesticated 

species’.Mr. Shaji, who conserves a wide array of 

around 200 tuber crops including greater yam, 

lesser yam, elephant foot yam, arrow root, 

colocasia, sweet potato, cassava and Chinese 

potato in his farm has received State awards 

seven times for his efforts.He has also received 

the Plant Genome Savior Reward 2015, instituted 

by PPV&FR Authority, New Delhi. 

8. The Mahindra Rural Housing Finance (MRHFL) 
has partnered with which bank for a cash 
management solution? 
A. Airtel Payments Bank 
B. India Post Payments Bank(IPPB) 
C. Fino Payments Bank 
D. Jio Payments Bank 
E. Paytm Payments Bank 
 
Correct Answer – B. India Post Payments 
Bank(IPPB) 
Explanation: Mahindra Rural Housing Finance 

(MRHFL), a subsidiary of Mahindra and Mahindra 

Financial Ltd, and India Post Payments Bank 

(IPPB) made a partnership for a cash 

management solution.Under the partnership, 

IPPB will be offering cash management and 

collection services to MRHFL through its access 

points and postal service providers.IPPB’s large 

national network has facilitated the deployment 

of cash management solutions to meet the 

requirements of MRHFL.Using the cash 

management service, MRHFL customers could 

able to repay their monthly or quarterly loan 

instalments at over 1.36 lakh post offices. 

9. International Missing Children’s Day is 
observed globally every year on which date? 
A. 20th May 
B. 21st May 
C. 22nd May 
D. 24th May 
E. 25th May 
 
Correct Answer – E. 25th May 
Explanation: International Missing Children’s Day 

is observed globally on 25th May every year.This 

day is observed for missing children who have 

found their way home, remember those that are 

victims of crime, and continue efforts to seek out 

those that are still missing.25 May is now widely 

referred to as Missing Children’s Day, with the 

forget-me-not flower as its emblem. 

10. Who has authored the book titled ‘India and 
Asian Geopolitics: The Past, Present’? 
A. S Jaishankar 
B. Shivshankar Menon 
C. Brijesh Mishra 
D. Harsh Vardhan Shringla 
E. Ranjan Mathai 
 
Correct Answer – B. Shivshankar Menon 
Explanation:  A book has titled ‘India and Asian 

Geopolitics: The Past, Present’ is authored by 

Shivshankar Menon.He was the Prime Minister’s 

National Security Adviser and Foreign Secretary, 

is exploring these phases in their historical 

context to tell the story of how India weathered 

the many geopolitical storms of the past in his 

latest book.Menon has taken a different 
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approach to history.He underscores the 

seriousness of China taking Tibet in 1950, which, 

according to him, was a pivotal moment in India-

China relations, but challenges the argument that 

India failed to stop the Chinese invasion. 

11. Which country has announced plans to send 
three male astronauts to its space station in 
June 2021 for a three-month stay? 
A. China 
B. USA 
C. Russia 
D. UK 
E. Japan 
 
Correct Answer: A. China 
Explanation:  China has announced plans to 

send three male astronauts to its space station in 

June 2021 for a three-month stay.The country 

had launched cargo spacecraft Tianzhou-2 on 29 

May 2021 carrying supplies, equipment and 

propellant which had successfully docked with 

the space station core module Tianhe.The three 

astronauts are now under Level-2 quarantine. 

China: 

 Capital - Beijing. 

 Currency - Chinese Yuan, Renminbi. 

 President - Xi Jinping. 

 National Sport - Table Tennis. 

12. Who inaugurated the second floating jetty at 
Old Goa virtually in May 2021? 
A. Hardeep Singh Puri 
B. Mansukh Mandaviya 
C. Prahlad Singh Patel 
D. V. Muraleedharan 
E. G. Kishan Reddy 
 
Correct Answer – B. Mansukh Mandaviya 
Explanation: Union Minister of State for Ports, 

Shipping and Waterways Mansukh 

Mandaviya inaugurated the second floating 

jetty at Old Goa virtually on 30 May 2021.The 

Government of India has approved the setting up 

of two concrete floating jetties on River Mondovi 

(NW-68) to connect Old Goa and Panjim.Earlier, 

the first jetty located at Captain of Ports, Panjim 

Goa was inaugurated on 21 February 2020. 

Goa: 

 Chief Minister - Pramod Sawant. 

 Governor - Bhagat Singh Koshyari. 

 Lok Sabha seats - 2. 

 Rajya Sabha seats - 1. 

13. In May 2021, who has been appointed the 
Head of Territory of BNP Paribas for India? 
A. Charles Woodburn 
B. Aymar de Liedekerke Beaufort 
C. Warren Buffett 
D. Stephen A. Schwarzman 
E. Shantanu Narayen 
 

Correct Answer – B. Aymar de Liedekerke 
Beaufort 
Explanation: Aymar de Liedekerke Beaufort has 

been appointed the Head of Territory of BNP 

Paribas for India.He will also retain his role as 

the Head of Corporate and Institutional Banking 

(CIB) with effect from 1 September 

2021.A veteran of BNP Paribas, he has served 

as Chief Executive of BNP Paribas India 

branches and led CIB in India since December 

2019. 

14. Which state government has launched solar-
based electrification programme for rural 
households in the state? 
A. Gujarat 
B. Madhya Pradesh 
C. Jharkhand 
D. Goa 
E. Karnataka 
 
Correct Answer – D. Goa 
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Explanation:  Goa Chief Minister Pramod Sawant 

launched solar-based electrification programme 

for rural households in the state.This project will 

bring electricity through renewable energy to 

areas in Goa where grid connectivity is not 

feasible.The solar PV-based home lighting 

systems for households was inaugurated only 

two days after the agreement was signed 

between Convergence Energy Services Ltd (CESL) 

and Goa Energy Development Agency 

(GEDA).This project is CESL's first off-grid 

electricity engagement that will install and 

maintain solar PV systems for five years under 

the Remote Village Electrification (RVE) 

programme of the Government of Goa.  

15. Which group of nation has conducted War 
Games ‘Steadfast Defender 21’ to improve the 
ability of the Allied forces? 
A. BRICS 
B. QUAD 
C. CSO 
D. NATO 
E. ASEAN 
 
Correct Answer – D. NATO 
Explanation: North Atlantic Treaty Organization 

(NATO) is conducting War Games ‘Steadfast 

Defender 21’ from May-June 2021.Majority of 

the exercise will take place in Germany, Portugal 

and Romania.The main objective is to improve 

the ability of the Allied forces to move quickly 

across the Atlantic and Europe to protect each 

other, if need arises.Around 9,000 troops from 

more than 20 NATO Allies and partners will take 

part in the exercise.The Forces will be deployed 

across land and sea from North America to the 

Black Sea region and off the coast of Portugal.It 

includes NATO troops, warships, and several 

Fighter Aircrafts like the F-35. 

16. Name the Indian Women boxer who won 
the Gold Medal in the 2021 Asian Boxing 
Championships in 75Kg category? 
A. Lovlina Borgohain 
B. Mary Kom 
C. Simranjit Kaur 
D. Pooja Rani Bohra 
E. Laishram Sarita Devi 
 
Correct Answer – D. Pooja Rani Bohra 
Explanation: Pooja Rani won the gold medal in 

the 75kg Women's Middle category final at the 

Asian Boxing Championships, in Dubai.She 

defeated Mavluda Movlonova in the gold medal 

clash.Meanwhile, earlier MC Mary Kom crashed 

to a narrow split-decision defeat against 

Kazakhstan's Nazym Kyzaibay in the women's 

51kg final. The legendary Indian boxer won the 

silver medal.The six-time world champion 

defeated Lutsaikhan Altantsetseg in the 

semifinals.Meanwhile, Lalbuatsaihi (64kg) also 

won the silver medal in her category, losing to 

Milana Safronova. Anupama (+81kg) also bagged 

a silver medal, losing to Lazzat Kungeibayeva in 

the final. 

17. Which of the following will launch Nano 
Urea in the market in June 2021? 
A. Krishak Bharati Cooperative 
B. Indian Farmers Fertiliser Cooperative 
C. National Fertilizers 
D. Rashtriya Chemicals & Fertilizers 
E. Gujarat State Fertilizers and Chemicals 
 
Correct Answer – B. Indian Farmers Fertiliser 
Cooperative 
Explanation: Indian Farmers Fertiliser 

Cooperative (IFFCO) will launch Nano Urea in the 

market in June 2021.The Nano Urea is expected 

to reduce the consumption of normal urea 

substantially thus saving a huge sum on subsidy 

and forex.Besides reducing the cost of 
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cultivation, it increases the yield.The Nano 

Urea is also eco friendly. 

18. Under 'Mukhyamantri Bal Seva Yojana' 
launched by Gujarat, those children who have 
lost both their parents due to Covid, will get 
how many rupees per month till they turn 18? 
A. 2500 
B. 3000 
C. 3500 
D. 4000 
E. 4500 
 
Correct Answer – D. 4000 
Explanation: The Gujarat government has 

announced financial assistance for the children 

who have lost both their parents due to 

Covid.Under 'Mukhyamantri Bal Seva 

Yojana', children will get 4k rupees per month till 

they turn 18 and 6k rupees till they turn 21.The 

children will get the benefit of scholarships 

from State Social Justice and Empowerment as 

well as Tribal Development Dept irrespective of 

income limits. 

Gujarat: 

 Chief Minister - Vijay Rupani. 

 Governor - Acharya Devvrat. 

 Number of Districts - 33. 

 Dams - Sardar Sarovar Dam(Narmada 

River), Ukai Dam (Tapti River), Dantiwada 

Dam (Banas River), Kadana dam (Mahi 

River), Kamleshwar Dam(Hiran River). 

 Registered GI: Agates of Cambay, Kutch 

Embroidery, Patan Patola. 

19. Who has become the oldest American to 
climb the world’s highest peak at 8,848.86-
metres (29,031 feet) in May 2021? 

A. Arthur Muir 
B. Tsang Yin-Hung 
C. Jordan Romero 
D. Conrad Anker 
E. David Roberts 
 
Correct Answer – A. Arthur Muir 
Explanation: Climbers from the United States 

and Hong Kong have set new records as they 

scaled Mount Everest in May 2021.Arthur 

Muir, 75, became the oldest American to climb 

the world’s highest peak at 8,848.86-metres 

(29,031 feet).Separately, Hong Kong’s Tsang Yin-

Hung, 45, scaled the peak in less than 26 hours, 

the shortest time taken by any woman after 

starting from the base camp. 

20. Researchers at the IIT Mandi in Himachal 
Pradesh have revealed the structure of the 
'NSP1 C-terminal region' in isolation. The study 
was led by whom? 
A. Abraham Verghese 
B. Rajanish Giri 
C. Aijaz Ahmad 
D. Ashok Jhunjhunwala 
E. Arvind Panagariya 
 
Correct Answer – B. Rajanish Giri 
Explanation: Researchers at 

the IIT Mandi in Himachal Pradesh have revealed 

the structure of the 'NSP1 C-terminal region' in 

isolation.It is a key protein of the Covid-19 virus 

in a host cell environment.The study was led 

by Dr. Rajanish Giri, Assistant Professor, School of 

Basic Sciences.Part of the structure of a key 

protein in the COVID-19 virus, helps in 

understanding its mode of action
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