
1. Adi Shankara took Sanyasa at the age of

(a) 8 (b) 12 (c) 14 (d) 18

Ans : a

Explanation : At the age of eight, Adi Shankaracharya

embraced Sanyas. By the age of 16, he completed all what

he ever wrote.

2. Which of the following books is known as Shatsahastri

Samhita?

(a) Brihatsamhita (b) Mahabharata

(c) Ramayana (d) Manusmriti

Ans : b

Explanation : Mahabharata was written by Maharishi Ved

Vyas known as fifth Veda scripture and is a valuable asset of

Hindu culture. The Bhagwad Gita also came out from this

epic which has a total of one lakh shlokas and is therefore

known as Shatsahastri Samhita.

3. Who has given an excellent description of the surgical

instruments in ancient India?

(a) Charaka (b) Aryabhatta

(c) Sushruta (d) Vamanacharya

Ans : c

Explanation : Susruta, the great sage surgeon, philosopher

and teacher of ancient India, practised around 600 BC. He is

renowned all over the world for his contribution to surgery

in general and plastic surgery in particular especially

rhinoplasty.
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4. How many images of Yoginis are preserved in the Chaunsatha

Yogini Temple at Bhedaghat?

(a) 64 (b) 54 (c) 81 (d) 74

Ans : c

Explanation : The temple contains stone images of the

yoginis; among them are Kamada ("Giver of Sexual Love"),

whose image includes a yonipuja, worship of the yoni. The

81 images include 8 Matrikas, Mother goddesses, from an

earlier time; one of them is Chandika, who is depicted riding

a human corpse in a cremation ground.

5. Which of the following book/books are not written by

Kalidas?

1. Ritusamhara 2. Kiratarjuniya

3. Mrichhkatikam 4. Malvikagnimitram

Select the correct answer using the code given below:

(a) 1 only (b) 1 and 2 both

(c) 2 and 3 (d) 1, 2, 3, 4

Ans : c

Explanation : Major works of Kalidas are Abhijnana

Sakunthalam, Malvikagnimitram, Vikramovarsiam,

Kumarasambhavam, Raghuvamsam, Meghasandesam etc.

6. Which one of the following temples has been described as a

landmark in the evolution of the building art by Percy Brown?

(a) Brihadishvara temple at Thanjavur

(b) Brihadishvara temple at Gangaikondacholapuram

(c) Shore temple at Mamallapuram

(d) Kailasa temple at Ellora

Ans : a

Explanation : This imposing structure was built by Raja Raja

Cholan and his sister Kundavai, both ardent devotees of Lord

Shiva. It was constructed by the King at the height of the

Chola reign to signify his power and strength.

7. Which of the following Greek historians has been called the

Father of History?

(a) Nearchus (b) Herodotus

(c) Aristobulus (d) Megasthenes

Ans : b



Explanation : Herodotus has been called the “father of

history.” An engaging narrator with a deep interest in the

customs of the people he described, he remains the leading

source of original historical information not only for Greece

between 550 and 479 BCE but also for much of western Asia

and Egypt at that time

8. Which of the following kings of Rashtrakuta dynasty built

the famous Kailash temple of Ellora?

(a) Dantiverman (b) Krishna I

(c) Dhruva (d) Govinda III

Ans : b

Explanation : Krishna I (reigned c. 756–773), built the rock

temple of Kailasa at Ellora (designated a UNESCO World

Heritage site in 1983)

9. Who among the following was also a poet and a musician

and took delight in his title of Kaviraja or The king of Poets?

(a) Chandragupta (b) Samudragupta

(c) Skandgupta (d) None of the above

Ans : b

Explanation : Gupta King Samudragupta loved to play the

flute and love for poems. He not only penned many poems

himself but also patronized the poets. Due to these, he was

titled Kaviraj or King of Poets.

10. Which of the following rulers of the Chalukyas of Vatapi also

maintained diplomatic relations with Iran?

(a) Jayasimha (b) Pulakesin II

(c) Vikramaditya I (d) Vikramaditya II

Ans : b

Explanation : Pulakeshin II (IAST: Pulakesin, r. c. 610–642

CE) was the most famous ruler of the Chalukya ... Persian

historian AlTabari, Pulakeshin ("Pharmis") maintained

diplomatic relations with the Sasanian ruler Khosrow II of

presentday Iran.



11. Podu, Beewar, Penda are local names in various parts of India

to denote which kind of cultivation?

(a) Intensive (b) Extensive

(c) Shifting (d) Plantation

Ans : c

Explanation :Podu is a traditional system of cultivation used

by tribes in India, whereby different areas of jungle forest

are cleared by burning each year to provide land for crops.

The word comes from the Telugu language. Podu is a form

of shifting agriculture using slashandburn methods. In

Assam, it is known as Jhum, “Podu” and “Dungar” in Andhra

Pradesh, “Bewar”, “Mashan” or “Penda” in Madhya Pradesh

and “Punam Krishi” in Kerala

12. The three major Kharif crops grown in Haryana are 

(a) Paddy, Sugarcane, Cotton

(b) Chillies, Wheat, Jowar

(c) Bajra, Wheat, Pulses

(d) Millet, Sunflower, Mustard

Ans : a

Explanation : The crop production of Haryana can be broadly

divided into Rabi and Kharif. The main kharif crops in the

state include sugarcane, groundnut, maize and paddy etc

13. Which state of India is the largest producer of chillies and

turmeric?

(a) Uttar Pradesh (b) Andhra Pradesh

(c) West Bengal (d) Maharashtra

Ans : b

Explanation : Andhra Pradesh is the largest spice producing

state in India.

14. The central nodal agency for implementing price support

operations for commercial crops is 

(a) FCI (b) NABARD (c) TRIFED (d) NAFED

Ans : d

Explanation : Nafed was setup with the object to promote

Cooperative marketing of Agricultural Produce to benefit

the farmers.



15. Which of the following is not a kharif crop?

(a) Mustard (b) Jowar (c) Paddy (d) Soyabean

Ans : a

Explanation : The kharif crops include rice, maize, sorghum,

pearl millet/bajra, finger millet/ragi (cereals), arhar (pulses),

soyabean, groundnut (oilseeds), cotton etc. The rabi crops

include wheat, barley, oats (cereals), chickpea/gram (pulses),

linseed, mustard (oilseeds) etc

16. Which of the following is a stimulant crop?

(a) Wheat (b) Maize (c) Arhar (d) Tea

Ans : d

Explanation : Coffee, Tea and Cocoa are examples of

stimulant crops

17. Which of the following states has largest production of rice?

(a) Uttar Pradesh (b) West Bengal

(c) Punjab (d) Andhra Pradesh

Ans : b

Explanation : West Bengal is the largest rice producing state

in India. India ranks second in rice production after China.

18. Which of the following periods is known as first Green

Revolution period in India?

(a) 19511953 (b) 19661969

(c) 19751978 (d) 19811983

Ans : b

Explanation : The Green Revolution within India commenced

in 1966 that led to an increase in food grain production,

especially in Punjab, Haryana, and Uttar Pradesh. Major

milestones in this undertaking were the development of high

yielding varieties of wheat, and rust resistant strains of wheat.

19. Which of the following crops is not part of HighYielding

Varieties Programme?

(a) Rice (b) Wheat (c) Jowar (d) Pulses

Ans : d

Explanation : Initially High Yield Varieties Programme

(HYVP) was restricted to five crop: Bajra, Jawar, Rice, Maize

and Wheat.



20. Pusa Sindhu Ganga is a variety of 

(a) Wheat (b) Paddy (c) Lentil (d) Gram

Ans : a

Explanation : Pusa Sindhu Ganga' is a variety of Wheat.

21. Which of following is India's oldest and most successful

initiative of Digital India Programme?

(a) Digilocker (b) UMANG

(c) Direct Benefit Transfer

(d) Pradhan Mantri Gramin Digital Saksharta Mission

Ans : c

Explanation : Direct Benefit Transfer : With the aim of

reforming Government delivery system by reengineering

the existing process in welfare schemes for simpler and faster.

22. The WTO was founded in Geneva in which year?

(a) 1st January, 1994 (b) 1st January, 1995

(c) 1st January, 1996 (d) 1st January, 1993

Ans : b

Explanation : The WTO officially commenced on 1 January

1995 under the Marrakesh Agreement, signed by 123 nations

on 15 April 1994, replacing the General Agreement on Tariffs

and Trade (GATT), which commenced in 1948. It is the largest

international economic organization in the world.

23. Who is the chairman of the 15th Finance Commission?

(a) N. K. Singh (b) Shashikant Das

(c) Ashoka Lavasa (d) Ratan Watal

Ans : a

Explanation : The Finance Commission is a Constitutionally

mandated body that is at the centre of fiscal federalism. It is

set up under Article 280 of the Constitution.

24. Which of the following is not the function of Reserve Bank of

India (RBI)?

(a) Issue of bank notes

(b) Banker to Government

(c) To open saving bank account for general public

(d) Custodian of cash reserves of Commercial Banks



Ans : c

Explanation : Nil

25. Who is the author of the book ‘Preparing for the Twenty

First Century’?

(a) Vikram Seth (b) Paul Kennedy

(c) Salman Rushdie (d) V.S. Naipaul

Ans : b

Explanation : Nil

26. The income tax in India is 

(a) Direct and Proportional

(b) Indirect and Progressive

(c) Direct and Progressive

(d) Indirect and Proportional

Ans : c

Explanation : A progressive tax is a tax in which the tax rate

increases as the taxable amount increases.

27. Special Drawing Rights (SDRs) is available at 

(a) IBRD/ World Bank (b) IMF

(c) International Development Association (d) OECD

Ans : b

Explanation : The SDR is an international reserve asset,

created by the IMF in 1969 to supplement its member

countries' official reserves

28. India gets the largest share of its G.D.P. from which of the

following sectors?

(a) Agriculture Sector (b) Industry Sector

(c) Service Sector (d) None of the above

Ans : c

Explanation : The services sector is the largest sector in India.

The services sector accounts for 53.66% of total India's GVA

of Rs. 137.51 lakh crore. The industrial sector is at the second

spot and contributing around 31% of the Indian GDP

29. Which one is the apex institution in the sphere of agricultural

financing in India?

(a) Corporation Bank (b) Cooperative Bank

(c) Regional Rural Banks (d) NABARD



Ans : d

Explanation : National Bank for Agriculture and Rural

Development (NABARD) is an apex development finance

institution fully owned by Government of India.

30. If the CashReserve Ratio is lowered by the RBI, what will be

its impact on credit creation?

(a) Will get decreased (b) Will get increased

(c) Will have no impact (d) None of the above impacts

Ans : b

Explanation : Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR) is the amount of funds

that banks have to maintain with the Reserve Bank of India

(RBI) at all times. If the central bank decides to increase the

CRR, the amount available with the banks for disbursal comes

down. The RBI uses the CRR to drain out excessive money

from the system.

31. The report of which of the following Education Commissions

carries the subtitle Education for National Development?

(a) Radhakrishnan Commission

(b) Mudaliar Commission

(c) Calcutta University Education Commission

(d) Kothari Commission

Ans : d

Explanation : National Education Commission (19641966),

popularly known as Kothari Commission, was an ad hoc

commission set up by the Government of India to examine

all aspects of the educational sector in India, to evolve a

general pattern of education and to advise guidelines and

policies for the development of education in India .

32. Under which Viceroy was the Indian Universities Commission

set up in 1902?

(a) Lord Curzon (b) Lord Minto

(c) Lord Hardinge (d) Lord Chelmsford

Ans : a

Explanation : Curzon was the Viceroy of British India from

1899 to 1905, and tried to “reform” the education system in

India. For this, he constituted the Indian Universities

Commission in 1902.



33. In which Rock Edict is Ashoka named in person and not by

his usual title Devanampriya?

(a) Maski (b) Taxila (c) Mahasthan (d) Bahapur

Ans : a

Explanation : The Maski version of Minor Rock Edict No. 1 is

historically particularly important in that it confirmed the

association of the title "Devanampriya" with the name

"Asoka", thereby clarifying the historical author of all these

inscriptions.

34. Which did a person get when he was given a jagir by the

Mughal emperor?

(a) Salary (b) Grant of landed property

(c) A high office (d) A revenue assignment

Ans : d

Explanation : The jagirdari system was a system that allotted

jagirs to jagirdars or landlords in return for the services

rendered by them to the Mughal empire. All Mughal nobles

and mansabdars were paid through an assignment of jagir.

35. Which Indus Valley Civilization site has shown archaeological

evidence of rice cultivation?

(a) Chanhudaro (b) Kalibangan

(c) Dholavira (d) Rangpur

Ans : d

Explanation : It is the type site for the Rangpur culture, a

regional form of the late phase of the Indus Valley Civilization

that existed in Gujarat during the 2nd millennium BCE

36. Who was the Jain scholar who was consulted and honoured

by Sultan Muhammadbin Tughlaq?

(a) Jinaprabha Suri (b) Mahendra Suri

(c) Hemchandra Suri (d) Kundacharya

Ans : a

Explanation : Jinaprabha Suri (d.1333) writes in his

"Vividhatirthakalpa" ("Guide to Various Pilgrimage Places")

of his relationship with Muhammad bin Tughluq



37. In which book did Dadabhai Naoroji present his drain of

wealth theory?

(a) Economic Problems of India

(b) British Rule and its Consequences

(c) Poverty and UnBritish Rule in India

(d) India Today

Ans : c

Explanation : Dadabhai Naoroji (4 September 1825 – 30

June 1917) also known as the "Grand Old Man of India" and

"official Ambassador of India" was an Indian Parsi.

38. Where is the Indus Valley site located in Haryana?

(a) Panipat (b) Karnal (c) Rakhigarhi (d) Kaithal

Ans : c

Explanation :Rakhigarhi, Rakhi Garhi (Rakhi Shahpur + Rakhi

Khas), is a village in Hisar District in the state of Haryana in

India, situated 150 kilometers to the northwest of Delhi. It is

the site of a preIndus Valley Civilisation settlement going

back to about 6500 BCE.

39. Where was Razia Sultan defeated and assassinated?

(a) Palwal (b) Panipat (c) Jhajjar (d) Kaithal

Ans : d

Explanation : In September–October 1240, Sultan Muizuddin

Bahram led an army against the forces of Altunia and Razia,

and defeated them on 14 October 1240. Altunia and Razia

were forced to retreat to Kaithal, where they were deserted

by their soldiers, and were killed by a group of Hindus. Razia

was killed on 15 October 1240.

40. Biographical information on Guru Nanak is available from

which major source?

(a) Adi Granth (b) Janamsakhis

(c) Gyan Ratnavali (d) Dasam Granth

Ans : b

Explanation : The Janamsakhis (Punjabi for birth stories),

are legendary biographies of Guru Nanak – the founder of

Sikhism.



41. When was the Central Zoo Authority established in India?

(a) 1995 (b) 1994 (c) 1993 (d) 1992

Ans : d

Explanation : CENTRAL ZOO AUTHORITY. Statutory Body of

The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change.

(Government of India)

42. The Ranthambore National Park and wild life sanctuary is

located at

(a) Odisha (b) Rajasthan

(c) Madhya Pradesh (d) Uttar Pradesh

Ans : b

Explanation : Ranthambore National Park is one of the

largest national parks situated in Rajasthan, India.

Ranthambore National Park hosts deciduous forests and

wildlife such as Bengal tiger, Indian leopard, nilgai, wild boar,

sambar, striped hyena, sloth bear, southern plains gray langur,

rhesus macaque, mugger crocodile and chital.

43. In a single transferable vote system, each voter is required to

(a) Indicate one preference more than the seats to be filled up

(b) Indicate one preference less than the total seats to be

filled up

(c) Indicate as many preferences as there are candidates to

be elected

(d) Indicate only a single preference

Ans : c

Explanation : The single transferable vote (STV) is a voting

system designed to achieve or closely approach proportional

representation through the use of multiplemember

constituencies and each voter casting a single ballot on which

candidates are ranked.

44. A horizontal grouping of specialized activities is attained in

an organization that is 

(a) Centralized (b) Integrated

(c) Decentralized (d) Disintegrated

Ans : c

Explanation : Nil



45. Who is known as ‘the father of scientific management’?

(a) Frederick Taylor (b) Max Weber

(c) Henri Fayol (d) Peter Drucker

Ans : a

Explanation : One of the earliest of these theorists was

Frederick Winslow Taylor. He started the Scientific

Management movement, and he and his associates were

the first people to study the work process scientifically.

46. Chester Barnard developed a concept in respect of

acceptance of authority by a subordinate from his manager.

Identify it.

(a) Motivation matrix (b) Decision making authority

(c) Zone of indifference (d) Zone of coercive authority

Ans : c

Explanation : They accept directives (authority) within the

range of acceptance. Chester Barnard calls it a “zone of

indifference”. ... It is the area or limits set by individuals within

which they accept the authority of superiors over them.

Outside this 'area of acceptance', superiors have to command

acceptance of authority.

47. Which one of the following is not included as a cause for

disciplinary action against public servants by L.D. White?

(a) Inefficiency (b) Long absence from duty

(c) Immorality (d) Intoxication

Ans : b

Explanation : Nil

48. Which of the following articles of the constitution deals with

the grants in aid by the Union government to the states?

(a) Article 270 (b) Article 280

(c) Article 275 (d) Article 265

Ans : c

Explanation : Article 275 in The Constitution of India 1949.

275. Grants from the Union to certain States.



49. Which one of the following reflects the most appropriate

relationship between law and liberty ?

(a) If there are more laws, there is less liberty

(b) If there are no laws, there is no liberty

(c) If there is liberty, laws have to be made by the people

(d) If laws are changed too often, liberty is in danger

Ans : b

Explanation : Nil

50. Which of the following are regarded as the main features of

the 'Rule of Law' ?

1. Limitation of powers

2. Equality before law

3. People's responsibility to the Government

4. Liberty and civil rights.

Select the correct answer using the code given below:

(a) 1 and 3 only (b) 2 and 4 only

(c) 1, 2 and 4 only (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

Ans : b

Explanation : Equality Before law.


