


very beginning of its origin, the Indian constitution envisaged

a ‘socialistic pattern of society’. The Directive Principles of

State Policy implicitly ensures it. It is only that through the

1976 Act, the constitution made it explicit, by the insertion

of the word ‘socialist’.

  SECULAR

We are a secular nation because we do not have ‘an official

religion’. We know that on independence Pakistan became

an Islamic Republic, while India retained its secular character.

Indian constitution offers same status and same protection

to all the religions.

DEMOCRATIC

In general, there are two types of democracies.  Direct and

Indirect. Direct democracies have four traits. They are

Referendum, Initiative, Recall and Plebiscite. Switzerland is

a classical example for Direct Democracy. But for a country

of India’s size and magnitude, direct democracy may only be

a wishful thinking. Hence our constitutional founding fathers

adopted ‘indirect democracy’ to us. Meaning, popularly

elected representatives form the government in India. We

follow the Parliamentary form of democracy, the British kind,

as against the presidential form of democracy in USA. We

shall discuss more about these in the upcoming chapters.

 REPUBLIC

There are two types of democratic politics. Monarchies and

the Republics. India is a Republic, because its Head of the

State is elected and not by succession. Britain is a monarchy,

as its King occupies the position by virtue of birth. But in our

country, the Head of the State, the President of India is elected

for a period of five years.



JUSTICE

The term ‘justice’ in the Preamble embraces three distinct

formssocial, economic and political, secured through various

provisions of Fundamental Rights and Directive Principles.

Social justice denotes the equal treatment of all citizens

without any social distinction based on caste, colour, race,

religion, sex and so on. It means absence of privileges being

extended to any particular section of the society, and

improvement in the conditions of backward classes (SCs, STs

and OBCs) and women.

LIBERTY

The term ‘liberty’ means the absence of restraints on the

activities of individuals, and at the same time, providing

opportunities for the development of individual personalities.

The Preamble secures to all citizens of India liberty of thought,

expression, belief, faith and worship, through their

Fundamental Rights, enforceable in court of law, in case of

violation.

EQUALITY

The term ‘equality’ means the absence of special privileges

to any section of the society, and the provision of adequate

opportunities for all individuals without any discrimination.

The Preamble secures to all citizens of India equality of status

and opportunity. This provision embraces three dimensions

of equalitycivic, political and economic.

FRATERNITY

Fraternity means a sense of brotherhood. The Constitution

promotes this feeling of fraternity by the system of single

citizenship.



Can the preamble be amended ?

The question as to whether the Preamble can be amended

under Article 368 of the Constitution arose for the first time

in the historic case of Kesavananda Bharati (1973). The

Supreme Court, held that the Preamble is a part of the

Constitution.

Article 368 of the Indian constitution speaks about the power

of the parliament to amend the Constitution. The latest

constitutional position is that even the Preamble can be

amended. The Preamble of the Indian Constitution was

amended only once in 1976, through the 42nd Constitution

Amendment Act of 1976. The words – Socialist, Secular and

Integrity were included through this Act.


