
INSTITUTE FOR CAREER DEVELOPMENT

Basic rules with examples
Rule 1 :

Concord is the agreement between the subject and verb

of a sentence, in number. If the subject is singular, the

verb will also be singular. Similarly, if the subject is plural,

the verb will also be plural.

Eg : The boy learns English.

               The boys learn English.

Rule 2 :

If two nouns are connected by the conjunction “and”,

the subject formed by the combination of the two nouns

is considered plural. Therefore, it will only take a plural

verb.

Eg : Sanjay and Gokul play badminton every day.

Rule 3 :

If two nouns are connected by  co-relatives like “either-

or, “neither-nor”, “not only- but also”, etc, the number

of the subject is determined by the second noun. If it is

singular, the verb will also be singular. If the second noun

is plural, the verb also will be plural. However in the

case of “as well as”, the first noun determines the

number of the subject.
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Egs  :  1. The Principal as well as the teachers WAS

present. {The second noun, “teachers” is plural. So the

verb is also plural}

2. Neither the boy nor his friends WERE present.

3. Either the  teachers  or the Principal HAS to accompany

the students on the study-tour.

Rule 4  :

When we use “neither” or “either”, without their

respective co-relatives “nor” or “or”, they refer to a

singular subject.

Egs : 1. Neither of the boys WAS present in the class.

{We refer to two boys one by one, and hence it is

singular.}

2. Either of the statements IS true, and the other is false.

{ Here also, out of two statements, only one can be true.

So it is singular.}


