
1 [Q] Which of the following was ranked as world’s least happy country 
by the UN in March 2022? 
(a) Syria  
(b) Zimbabwe   
(c) Somalia  
(d) South Sudan  
(e) Afghanistan 
[ANS] e 
[SOL] Finland has been named the world’s happiest country for the 
fifth year running, in an annual UN-sponsored index that again ranked 
Afghanistan as the unhappiest, followed closely by Lebanon. India 
performed slightly better this year as it moved up three places to the 
136th position from 139th last year. The World Happiness Report, now 
in its 10th year, is based on people’s own assessment of their 
happiness, as well as economic and social data. It assigns a happiness 
score on a scale of zero to 10, based on an average of data over a 
three-year period.  
 
2 [Q] What is India’s rank among 149 countries in the World Happiness 
Report of the UN? 
(a) 96th  
(b) 106th  
(c) 116th  
(d) 126th  
(e) 136th  
[ANS] e 
[SOL] Finland has been named the world’s happiest country for the 
fifth year running, in an annual UN-sponsored index that again ranked 
Afghanistan as the unhappiest, followed closely by Lebanon. India 
performed slightly better this year as it moved up three places to the 
136th position from 139th last year. The World Happiness Report, now 
in its 10th year, is based on people’s own assessment of their 
happiness, as well as economic and social data. It assigns a happiness 
score on a scale of zero to 10, based on an average of data over a 
three-year period.  
 
3 [Q] A cargo ship carrying cars sank in the Persian Gulf, Iran’s ports 
authority said on March 17, 2022. This ship was flagged in which 
country? 



(a) Saudi Arabia  
(b) Oman 
(c) Bahrain  
(d) Qatar 
(e) United Arab Emirates 
[ANS] e 
[SOL] A United Arab Emirates-flagged cargo ship carrying cars sank in 
the Persian Gulf, Iran’s ports authority said on March 17, 2022, with 
poor weather hampering the rescue operation. The Associated Press 
identified the ship as the Al Salmy 6 owned by UAE-based Salem Al 
Makrani Cargo Co. One member of the vessel’s 30-member crew has 
died in the incident and 28 others have so far been rescued and taken 
to the Iranian port city of Assalouyeh. 
 
4 [Q] Who is the Chairperson of US government’s Federal Reserve? 
(a) Lael Brainard  
(b) Daniel Tarullo 
(c) Jerome Powell 
(d) Stanley Fischer 
(e) Randal Quarles  
[ANS] c 
[SOL] The Federal Reserve on March 16, 2022 raised its benchmark 
interest rate by a quarter of a percentage point, lifting it to a target 
range of 0.25-0.50%, the first increase since 2018. America’s central 
bank also said that it expects to lift the rate at its six remaining 
meetings in 2022, eventually bringing it to 2.8%. Jerome Powell is the 
Chairperson of Federal Reserve. 
 
5 [Q] Which country’s parliament rescinded a bill that on March 8 
increased prison sentences for women who have abortions from 3 
years to ten years? 
(a) Nicaragua  
(b) Honduras 
(c) Paraguay  
(d) Chile  
(e) Guatemala 
[ANS] e 
[SOL] Following an international backlash, Guatemala’s Congress 
rescinded a recent bill that would have seen women imprisoned for up 



to ten years for having an abortion. The prison term was 3 years 
earlier. 
 

6 [Q] Who among the following was elected as new President of 
Turkmenistan in March 2022? 
(a) Kurmanbek Bakiyev  
(b) Serdar Berdymukhamedov  
(c) Gurbanguly Tekebayev  
(d) Muhammetnazar Gapurow  
(e) Dzhuma Durdy Karayev  
[ANS] b 
[SOL] Serdar Berdymukhamedov won a sham presidential election in 
Turkmenistan with 73% of the vote on March 15. The new president is 
the son of the outgoing one, Gurbanguly Berdymukhamedov. Ashgabat 
is capital while Manat is currency. 
 
 
7 [Q] What is the capital of Turkmenistan? 
(a) Astana  
(b) Bishkek 
(c) Tashkent 
(d) Ashgabat 
(e) Dushanbe 
[ANS] d 
[SOL] Serdar Berdymukhamedov won a sham presidential election in 
Turkmenistan with 73% of the vote on March 15. The new president is 
the son of the outgoing one, Gurbanguly Berdymukhamedov. Ashgabat 
is capital while Manat is currency. 
 
8 [Q] What is the currency of Turkmenistan? 
(a) Som 
(b) Tenge 
(c) Manat 
(d) Somoni 
(e) Rouble 
[ANS] c 
[SOL] Serdar Berdymukhamedov won a sham presidential election in 
Turkmenistan with 73% of the vote on March 15. The new president is 



the son of the outgoing one, Gurbanguly Berdymukhamedov. Ashgabat 
is capital while Manat is currency. 
 
9 [Q] The International Day of Happiness was celebrated on _____, 
2022. 
(a) March 20 
(b) March 21 
(c) March 22 
(d) March 23 
(e) March 24 
[ANS] a 
[SOL] International Day of Happiness was celebrated on March 20, 
2022.  
 
10 [Q] The French Language Day was celebrated by the UN on ____, 
2022.  
(a) March 17 
(b) March 18 
(c) March 19 
(d) March 20 
(e) March 21 
[ANS] d 
[SOL] The French Language Day was celebrated by the UN on March 
20, 2022.  
 
11 [Q] World Sparrow Day was celebrated on _____, 2022 
(a) March 17 
(b) March 18 
(c) March 19 
(d) March 20 
(e) March 21 
[ANS] d 
[SOL] World Sparrow Day was celebrated on March 20, 2022.  
 
12 [Q] What was the theme of the World Consumer Rights day 
observed on 15, 2022? 
(a) Fair Consumer Finance  
(b) Fair Credit Finance  
(c) Fair Cashless Finance  



(d) Fair Digital Finance  
(e) Fair Trade Finance  
[ANS] d 
[SOL] World Consumer Rights Day was celebrated on March 15, 2022. 
‘Fair Digital Finance’ is the theme for 2022.  
 
13 [Q] The World Sleep Day was observed on ____, 2022. 
(a) March 17 
(b) March 18 
(c) March 19 
(d) March 20 
(e) March 21 
[ANS] b 
[SOL] To highlight the importance of quality sleep, World Sleep Day is 
observed every year before Spring Vernal Equinox. This year, the 
World Sleep Day was on March 18, 2022.  
 
14 [Q] William Hurt died in US at the age of 71 on March 13, 2022. He 
was well-known as: 
(a) Painter  
(b) Journalist 
(c) Actor 
(d) Scientist 
(e) Diplomat 
[ANS] c 
[SOL] American actor William Hurt, known for much-loved films such 
as “The Big Chill” and “A History of Violence,” died at the age of 71 on 
March 13, 2022. He won Academy Award for Best Actor for ‘Kiss of the 
Spider Woman’ (1985). 
 
15 [Q] Akira Takarada died in Tokyo aged 87 on March 18, 2022. He 
was well-known as: 
(a) Painter  
(b) Journalist 
(c) Actor 
(d) Scientist 
(e) Diplomat 
[ANS] c 



[SOL] Japanese actor Akira Takarada, who starred in the original 1954 
‘Godzilla’ and several later films featuring the city-wrecking monster, 
died in Tokyo aged 87 on March 18, 2022.   
 
16 [Q] India a station in the Arctic in Ny-Alesund, Svalbard, a 
Norwegian archipelago. This station is named: 
(a) Maitri 
(b) Himadri 
(c) Gangotri 
(d) Yamunotri 
(e) Bhagirathi 
[ANS] b 
[SOL] The Centre released its Arctic policy titled ‘India and the Arctic: 
building a partnership for sustainable development’ on March 17, 2022. 
India has a single station, Himadri, in Ny-Alesund, Svalbard, a 
Norwegian archipelago. Eight nations — Canada, Denmark, Finland, 
Norway, Iceland, Russia, Sweden and the United States — make up 
the Arctic Council. India has the status of ‘Observer’ member — 12 
other countries have such a status — in the Arctic Council and 
participates in several meetings that are mostly themed around 
research. Beyond science, India also expects business opportunities. 
 
17 [Q] What was the theme of the 36th International Geological 
Congress (IGC) held in New Delhi in March 2022? 
(a) Geosciences: The Root Science for a Sustainable Future 
(b) Geosciences: The First Science for a Sustainable Future 
(c) Geosciences: The Basic Science for a Sustainable Future 
(d) Geosciences: The Vital Science for a Sustainable Future 
(e) Geosciences: The Fundamental Science for a Sustainable Future 
[ANS] a 
[SOL] The 36th International Geological Congress (IGC), themed 
“Geosciences: The Basic Science for a Sustainable Future” will be held 
in New Delhi during 20-22 March, 2022 on a virtual platform.  
 
18 [Q] Which of the following was the Best Film at the British Academy 
of Film and Television Awards (BAFTA) 2022 in London on March 13, 
2022? 
(a) The Power of the Dog 
(b) Dolemite Is My Name 



(c) West Side Story 
(d) Nomadland 
(e) Licorice Pizza 
[ANS] a 
[SOL] ‘The Power of the Dog’ scooped the top prizes for best film and 
best director for Jane Campion at the British Academy of Film and 
Television Awards (BAFTA) 2022 in London on March 13, 2022.  
 
19 [Q] Who among the following was named as ‘Business Standard 
Banker of the Year 2020-21’ in March 2022? 
(a) Ajit Negi  
(b) Devraj Singhal  
(c) Sharad Tandon  
(d) Sandeep Bakshi  
(e) Narendra Mahajan 
[ANS] d 
[SOL] ICICI Bank’s Managing Director and Chief Executive Officer 
Sandeep Bakhshi was chosen as the Business Standard Banker of the 
Year 2020-21 for turning around the private sector lender both in 
terms of performance and perception. 
 
20 [Q] A microfinance loan is defined as a collateral-free loan given to 
a household having an annual income of up to ____.  
(a) Rs 1 lakh 
(b) Rs 2 lakh 
(c) Rs 3 lakh 
(d) Rs 4 lakh 
(e) Rs 5 lakh 
[ANS] c 
[SOL] Microfinance lenders cannot charge usurious rate of interest 
from borrowers, the Reserve Bank said on March 14, 2022, and also 
asked them to put in place a ceiling on pricing of loans and related 
fees. A microfinance loan is defined as a collateral-free loan given to a 
household having an annual income of up to Rs 3 lakh.  
 
21 [Q] The National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) launched 
‘on-device’ wallet feature for Unified Payments Interface (UPI) users 
for facilitating small ticket transactions. This feature has been named: 
(a) UPI Air  



(b) UPI Lite  
(c) UPI Zen  
(d) UPI Flow  
(e) UPI Zoom 
[ANS] b 
[SOL] The National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) has come 
out with the ‘on-device’ wallet feature for Unified Payments Interface 
(UPI) users, which will be known as “UPI Lite”, for facilitating small 
ticket transactions.  
 
22 [Q] Bank of Baroda and which of the following on March 14, 2022 
announced a joint venture for mutual fund business? 
(a) BNP Paribas  
(b) Credit Suisse 
(c) JPMorgan Chase 
(d) Citibank  
(e) Goldman Sachs   
[ANS] a 
[SOL] Bank of Baroda and BNP Paribas on March 14, 2022 announced 
a joint venture to form ‘Baroda BNP Paribas Mutual Fund’. Bank of 
Baroda will have a 50.1 per cent stake in the asset management 
company (AMC), while BNP Paribas Asset Management will hold the 
remaining 49.9 per cent stake. Suresh Soni has been appointed the 
CEO of the merged entity. 
 
23 [Q] Which IIT’s Incubation Cell (and RBI Innovation Hub (RBIH) 
have signed MoU to work together in developing the ecosystem 
necessary to support and scale fintech startups in India? 
(a) Kharagpur  
(b) Madras  
(c) Roorkee  
(d) Delhi  
(e) Kanpur 
[ANS] b 
[SOL] India’s leading deep-tech startup hub spearheaded by IIT 
Madras Incubation Cell (IITMIC) and RBI Innovation Hub (RBIH), a 
wholly owned subsidiary of Reserve Bank of India, have signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to work together in developing 
the ecosystem necessary to support and scale fintech startups in India. 



 
24 [Q] The Banks Board Bureau (BBB) has recommended A. 
Manimekhalai for the position of managing director and chief executive 
(MD & CEO) of which bank? 
(a) Indian Overseas Bank  
(b) Punjab & Sind Bank  
(c) Bank of Baroda  
(d) Indian Bank 
(e) Union Bank of India 
[ANS] e 
[SOL] The Banks Board Bureau (BBB) has recommended A. 
Manimekhalai for the position of managing director and chief executive 
(MD & CEO) of Union Bank of India. BBB also recommended Ajay 
Kumar Srivastava’s name as MD & CEO in Chennai-based Indian 
Overseas Bank and Swaroop Kumar Saha for post of MD & CEO in 
Delhi-based Punjab & Sind Bank. The final decision on the appointment 
will be taken by the Appointments Committee of the Cabinet headed 
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 
 
25 [Q] The Banks Board Bureau (BBB) has recommended Ajay Kumar 
Srivastava for the position of managing director and chief executive 
(MD & CEO) of which bank? 
(a) Indian Overseas Bank  
(b) Punjab & Sind Bank  
(c) Bank of Baroda  
(d) Indian Bank 
(e) Union Bank of India 
[ANS] a 
[SOL] The Banks Board Bureau (BBB) has recommended A. 
Manimekhalai for the position of managing director and chief executive 
(MD & CEO) of Union Bank of India. BBB also recommended Ajay 
Kumar Srivastava’s name as MD & CEO in Chennai-based Indian 
Overseas Bank and Swaroop Kumar Saha for post of MD & CEO in 
Delhi-based Punjab & Sind Bank. The final decision on the appointment 
will be taken by the Appointments Committee of the Cabinet headed 
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 
 
 


