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IDIOMS & PHRASES - SET I

a damp squib :  an event which people think will

be exciting but which is disappointing when it happens.
Example: The party turned out to be a bit of a damp squib.
Half the people who’d been invited didn’t turn up.

at daggers drawn : about to or ready to fight.
Example: The two neighboring countries have several
times been at daggers drawn over extraction of the

natural resources from the ocean.
a cinch : something that is very easy to do.
Example: I was not confident of finishing the work in

time, but with right preparation, it became a cinch. as
the crow flies
as the crow flies : in a straight line, by the shortest

route.
Example: it’s only three miles to Square Tower as the
crow flies, but it’s all of ten miles if the Glasgow Hamilton

Road is closed and one has to drive round the Johnstone
Road.
a sacred cow : something that people do not like

to question; a taboo subject.
Example: The judiciary remains a sacred cow, despite
increasing evidence that serious mistakes have been

made.
at cross purposes : with aims or goals that conflict or
interfere with one another.

Example: The members of Lord’s House fear the two
government departments are working at cross purposes.
at the crack of dawn : very early in the morning.



Example: The tsunami hit the shores of Japan at the crack
of dawn, which shattered the entire shore to one miles

deep.
after blood : desire to catch somebody in order
to hurt them or punish them.

Example: He has duped many people and now they
are after his blood.
at bottom : basically, fundamentally; also, in

reality.
Example: She speaks somewhat bluntly but those who
know her say that she’s always honest at bottom.

as bold as brass : shameless, audacious, impudent.
Example: She was not invited to the wedding and yet
she showed up at the function, as bold as brass

a wet blanket :  person who spoils other people’s
fun.
Example: She was indisposed so she decided to skip the

party, not wanting to be a wet blanket on such a happy
occasion.
as busy as bee : very busy, in a purposeful and

pleasant way, hard working.
Example: He’s as busy as a bee, quite often attending
meetings and organizing events.
a bolt from the blue : unexpected happening; complete

surprise.
Example: The sudden uprising in many parts of the
country was completely a bolt from the blue for the

ministry.
a blind alley : a dead end; a position without
hope of progress or success.

Example: The latest scientific theory may turn out to be a
blind alley.
a blessing in disguise : misfortune which turns out to

have advantages; good outcome from evil situation, etc.
Example: Losing that job turned out to be a blessing in
disguise for him as it forced him to plunge into business.



a bird in the hand : something in one’s possession,
often modest but better than nothing.

Example: It may not be the best of jobs, but it’s a bird in
the hand and you should not give it up till you can find a
better one.

a bed of roses : easy option, a comfortable or
luxurious position.
Example: She found that taking care of old parents was

not a bed of roses.
a whole new ball game : a significant change in
circumstances; a changed turn of events.

Example: After two genuine striking batsman joined the
Indian Cricket team it was a whole new ball game.
a bag or bundle of nerves : very nervous person.

Example: Before the interview, he was a bundle of nerves.
a bit much : if one says something is a bit
much, he or she thinks that it is not fair or that it is more

than one can deal with.
Example: I think it’s a bit much to expect a pace bowler
to bowl more than 50 overs in one day, in cricket game.

as broad as long : the same, whatever way you look
at it.
Example: He could not decide which formal suit to
purchase – he thought the choice was just about

as broad as it was long.
all hell will let loose : uproar, confusion, if all hell breaks
loose, a situation suddenly becomes noisy and violent,

usually with a lot of people arguing or fighting.
Example: Don’t take her into the party fold or all hell
will let loose.

all hell broke loose.

Example: This big guy walked up to the bar and hit
Freddie and suddenly all hell broke loose.

all up with :  no hope is left for somebody.



Example: It is all up with now finding some good crane
operator, they couldn’t have survived so long in these

conditions.
as an aside : as a comment that is not
supposed to be heard by everyone.

Example: At the party reception, she said as an aside,
“The boss’s suit is inappropriate for the occasion.”
arrive in a body : arrive with unity as a group.

Example: “The Classroom became too noisy when all the
students arrived in a body.”
as well as : in addition to.

Example: “Please bring my Cricket bat as well as gloves,
I have to play the match.”
as well :  in addition to.

Example: She plans to take a language course this
winter as well.
as to : with regard to, according to.

Example: “As to your query about passport status, she
will present the necessary papers next Monday.”
as soon as : when, just after something.

Example: He get the auto-rickshaw as soon as he reached
to the bus stop.
as long as : on condition that, provided that.
Example: “As long as he promise to be careful while

driving, he can drive my new Honda car
bell the cat : do a dangerous job.
Example: Someone has to bell the cat and tell the

commissioner that his own started the violence.
by dint of : as result of something.
Example: Mark got what he wanted by dint of requesting

and threatening.
between the devil and the deep blue sea : between
two equally difficult or unacceptable choices.

Example: Trying to please both his boss and his wife puts
him between the devil and the deep blue sea.



blow cover :  inadvertently give away one’s
secret identity.

Example: The burglar came to the marriage in a
gentleman’s dress and hoped no one would blow his
cover.

be on a collision course : doing or saying things which
are certain to cause a serious disagreement or a fight
between them.

Example: All the ambassadorial attempts have failed and
the United States and Iran emerges to be on a collision
course.

behind closed doors :  in clandestine, privately, secret.
Example: The planning board of the finance division
constantly meets behind closed doors, in case its

negotiations become known in advance.
burst at the seams : be full to capacity.
Example: All hill stations were bursting at the seams and

they had to settle for spending the weekend at home
only.
brownie points :  good marks for credit.

Example: You’re not going to get many brownie points for
submitting a report like this.
blind impulse : sudden and unaccountable desire
to do something.

Example: Acting on what appeared to be a blind impulse,
she submitted her resignation.
beg to differ : refuse politely.

Example: Larry Smith is in favour of setup a new
production unit of mobiles at Glassgow, but the managing
director beg to differ

backhanded compliment : ambiguous statement – one
that can be taken as a compliment, but which might also
be seen as an insult.

Example: She told him that he looked much better than
he usually did, which was a bit of a backhanded
compliment.



betwixt and between : undecided.
Example: She is betwixt and between about going

America.
by the way : incidentally.
Example: “By the way, could you please make the dinner

for all of us today?”
break down : Divide something into parts, to
separate something into simpler substances, stoppage

of process.
Example: The welfare organizations in cit of London tried
to break down the problem for full analysis.

better off : be in a better situation than
before.
Example : He would be better off if he curb his habit of

spending everything that you earn at weekends.
buzz word : a word or phrase that people in a
particular group start to use a lot because they think it is

important.
Example: Minimalism is the latest buzz word in modern
architecture.

build bridges : improve relationships between
people who are very different or do not like each other.
Example: A non-governmental organization is engaged
in building bridges between different communal groups

in the city.
the brains behind : be the person who plans and
organizes something, especially something successful.

Example: She was the brains behind many of the UK.
government initiatives.
a brain drain : flow of talent, skill etc.

Example: The slowdown in the advanced countries
triggered a reverse brain drain to developing countries.
blue-collar : of or relating to industrial work,

especially the semiskilled and unskilled.



Example: They hope the new manufacturing unit on the
outskirts of the small town will open up the doors for

many more blue-collar jobs
bitter medicine or pill : hard thing to accept.
Example: Reduced salaries are a dose of bitter

medicine the companies will have to accept for their
survival.
big mouth : who speak a lot, be loquacious,

often nosily or boastfully; be tactless or reveal secrets.
Example: His friends are scared of inviting his at the
parties as after a few drinks he turns into a big mouth.

belly laugh : a loud laugh which cannot be
controlled, a heavy laugh.
Example: It’s not often you read the books that give you

a real belly laugh.
have a bee in bonnet : be obsessed with one idea.
Example: He’s got a real bee in his bonnet about people

keeping many pets.
be (or get) in bed with : work with a person or
organisation, or to be involved with them, in a way which

causes other people distrust you.
Example: All those 5 people were accused of being in
bed with the terrorists responsible for 7th July, 2005
London Bombing.

the beau monde : rich and fashionable, fashionable
society.
Example: He too no interest in the glittering beau

monde that he belonged to now after his marriage.
behind bars : in prison.
Example: John Ruddy spent ten fifteen years behind

bars after being convicted for double murder.
bad mouth : say unpleasant things about
somebody or something, especially in order to spoil other

people’s opinions of them.
Example: Why do you always bad mouth your
acquaintances ?



by and by : later; in due course; before long.
Example: The British Metro train moved in and out of

tunnels on that rocky terrain and, by and by they arrived
at a big town of Glasgow.
burn fingers : suffer unpleasant results of an

action.
Example: Many unemployed youths burn their
fingers when they are duped under a bushe

break the news : make something known for
everybody.
Example: It was a really too hard work to break the

news of that catastrophic accident to the families of the
victims.
bosom friends : close friends who share

confidences.
Example: The two ladies who were arrested in case of
injuring each other for one man, were bosom friends for

years.
bona fide : genuine; real.
Example 1: The Google says, “We gives priority to

the bona fide content and text on a website.”
Example 2: The new immigration policy is implemented
so blindly that it sometimes leads to rejection of bona
fide political refugees.

blue blood : descent from nobility, aristocrat.
Example: She often tell her friends that she has blue
blood flowing through her veins.

bird of passage : a transient, one who is here today
and gone tomorrow.
Example: She moves out nearly every year; she’s a

true bird of passage.
between you and me : in confidence.
Example: I tell you something, just between you and me,

I don’t think her painting deserve the first prize.
buy time : do something in order to be
allowed more time.



Example: Freelance working buys time for her to look
around for a new full-time job.

bury head in the sand : refuse to think about an
unpleasant situation, hoping that it will improve so that
you will not have to deal with it.

Example: Parents and Principal said ragging was being
ignored and accused the girls hostel’s warden ofburying
her head in the sand, in Perth city of Australia.

bury the hatchet : make peace; end a quarrel, settle
one’s differences to become friends again.
Example 1: The two neighboring countries India and

Pakistan have often been advised by the world bodies
to bury the hatchet for their own progress.
Example 2: By the fear of Police the gang of college

requested to bury the hatchet to the guy who was beaten
so badly just for not obeying gang’s order.
burst the bubble or bubble burst : sudden end of a very

happy or successful period.
Example 1: The economic strength of India was booming
and then the bubble burst with the crash of stock market

in last decade.
Example 2 : My life was very happily going alone, then I
met that girl and she burst the bubble, she ruined my
life.

burn the midnight oil : work long hours and hard.
Example: It is very very hard assignment, and I had
to burn the midnight oil to get it completed on time.

burn the candle at both the ends : exhaust someone’s
energies or resources by leading a hectic life.
Example: She has been burning the candle at both

ends by doing a full-time job and preparing for her
International English Language Test exams.
bear the burnt of : take the main force, often of a

criticism or unpleasant event.
Example: When the teachers and other government
employees went on a strike, they did not realize they’d



have to bear the burnt of public anger when they go back
to work.

big brother : the authorities / a government or
a large organisation which tries to control every part of
people’s lives and to know everything about them.

Example: The Teachers and the industrialists have
complained against the “Big Brother” approach of the
government.

bright spark : intelligent and lively person
(humorously).
Example: Some bright spark at the Axis Bank has

accidentally closed my current account.
I am unsure about the meaning and example of this
idiom, if reader can put some light on this idiom it, help

will be highly appreciated.
burn bridges : destroy someone’s possibility of
retreat, act decisively.

Example: She has already burned his bridges with his
previous employer by publicly criticizing their marketing
policy.

break new or fresh ground : do something innovative.
Example: It is an interesting discovery
in energy conservation field of United Kingdom which
definitelybreaks new ground in the country’s

energy program.
break back : overpower, get through the
hardest part of something, to put a lot of efforts into

doing something.
Example: He is very talented and should refuse to break
your back working for him for a salary of $200 a month.

bread and butter : someone’s livelihood.
Example: Teaching classic music to young boys and girls
is her bread and butter.

bring to book : make somebody accountable for
his conduct, punish somebody.



Example: It was frustrating for the victims’ kin as the
police and court failed to bring anyone to book for the

crime.
body and soul : with all one’s effort and ability.
Example: He dedicated himself to science studies and

astronomy, body and soul.
be in the same boat : be in the same unpleasant situation
as other people.

Example: When he lost his job, he twittered that it was
not bad to know he was in the same boat as about three
hundred thousand others in the country.

blue eyed boy : a man who is liked and admired
by somebody in authority.
Example: She gets the charge of all the assignment except

the finance, which is kept for the blue-eyed boy.
blow hot and cold : to sometimes like or be interested
in something or somebody and sometimes not.

Example: His mother kept blowing hot and cold about
the idea of going abroad for education.
bad blood between : feeling of hate between people

because of any arguments in the past.
blood, sweat and tears.: a lot of effort and suffering.
Example: Our national freedom is the result of over
hundred years’ of blood, sweat and tears.

blind spot : subject about which one is
ignorant or biased.
Example: Languages are my blind spot, I always fumbled

at Hindi and French.
blind date : an arranged meeting for two
people have never met each other before, in order to try

to start a romantic relationship.
Example: She agreed to go on a blind date with one of
her friend’s former boyfriend.

blaze a trail : pursue a line of research that
points the way to great discoveries.



Example: The medical college has blazed a trail in
developing new techniques for treating diabetes.

blast from the past : Something that suddenly and
strongly that makes you remember a previous time in
your life.

Example: Watching that movie again was a real blast
from the past
a blank cheque (check) : complete authority or

unrestricted freedom of action or a free hand.
Example: Several people expressed their concern when
the Chairman desired to give the blank chequefor the

company’s future in the hands of the 25-year-old director.
bite tongue : refrain from saying something
one wants to say, because the moment is inappropriate.

Example: The lady officer has a very quick temper and
often fails to bite her tongue in an argument.
bite off more than one can chew : try to do more than

one is able to do.
Example: By accepting two part-time jobs, he is
clearly biting off more than he can chew.

bite the hand that feed : show ingratitude, turn against
a benefactor.
Example: The institution offered me a scholarship , so I
shouldn’t bite the hand that feeds me and criticize its

policies.
bite the dust : die, disintegrate.
Example: Five hundred more people lost their job when

another IT firm bit the dust.
bits and pieces : miscellaneous, mainly small
objects.

Example: After the accident, there were bits and
pieces of the wreckage spread all over the road.
birds of a feather : people with similar tastes,

interests and background.



Example: According to the surprising finding of the
report, there is no guarantee that people who arebirds

of a feather will prove to be good life partners.
a bird’s eye view : an overview.
Example: This website gives you a bird’s eye view of the

Idioms used in Indian exam system since British times.
big deal : matter of importance, something
you say to show that you do not think that something is

either important or interesting.
Example: Winning a scholarship is no big deal for him.
back to the drawing board : – back to the planning stage.

– start again on a new design or plan after the failure of

an earlier attempt

– back to the beginning because the current attempt was

unsuccessful
Examples:

1. My experiment was a failure, so I’m back to the

drawing board.
2. Sometimes the best way to proceed after a mistake is
to start over and go back to the drawing board.

3. I think we should go back to the drawing board with
our design, and try to make it better this time.
4. If our proposal is not accepted, we’ll go back to the
drawing board.

5. Well, it’s back to the drawing board for John – his
proposal was rejected by the boss again.
6. The client rejected all our proposals, so we had to ask

the consultant to take the project back to the drawing
board.
big cheese, or fish, or gun, or shot : important person.

Example: Apparently her father is a big cheese in one of
the major banks.
bide time : wait for the opportune moment.

Example: The wild cat sat quietly in front of the rabbit’s
hiding place, biding his time.



beyond a shadow of doubt : without any doubt;
indubitably.

Example: His guilt is now proved beyond a shadow of
doubt.
better half : husband of wife, the larger

amount or majority of something.
Example: I think a two-bedroom flat would suit us but
I’d better confirm it with my better half.

better late than never : it is better for somebody or
something to be late than never to arrive or to happen.
Example: All of us have been waiting for you for two hours

– but better late than never.
below the belt : cruel and unfair.
Example: Ahead of the elections, politicians won’t

hesitate to aim below the belt.
belle of the ball : be the most attractive woman at
party or similar event.

Example: She wore a dress made by the country’s most
valued designer and could easily be picked up as the belle
of the ball evening.

beat about or around the bush : approach indirectly, in
a roundabout way, or too cautiously.
Example: You will have to learn to speak clearly about
what you want. You won’t get anywhere if youkeep

beating about the bush.
beat a hasty retreat : run away; abandon something
(speedily), to leave a place because it is dangerous or

unpleasant.
Example: The courier boy beat a hasty retreat when he
heard the dog’s furious barking from the back of the

house.
baying for blood : want somebody to be hurt or
punished.

Example: The victims’ families could be seen baying for
blood of the assaulter’s during the trial



with bated breath : feel very excited or anxious while
you are waiting.

Example: The audience watched the circus artists’s
antics with bated breath.
back to basics : start to give your attention to the

simplest and most important matters after ignoring them
for a while.
Example: The president’s economic package has failed

to win the financial institutions’ trust and he will have to
get back to basics.
bark up the wrong tree :  waste one’s efforts by pursuing

the wrong thing or path.
Example: It was a very sensitive case and yet for over
one year the investigators kept barking up the wrong tree.

bang on : be exactly correct.
Example: You said the Congress will get 240 seats, didn’t
you? You were bang on.

Example: Jack told us to that this is the only way to reach
at the top of that mountain and he was bang on.
banana republic : a small, poor country with a weak,

corrupt or dishonest government.
Example: The citizens fear that the country will become
a banana republic if the government fails to curb the
corruption.

Example: “Mango people in banana republic” is the fresh
idioms additions to the Indian political lexicon by Robert
Vadra.

the ball is in court : the initiative for taking action lies
with somebody.
Example: His family and friends have requested him

to apologize to his boss to save his job. The ball is in his
court now.
bag and baggage : (with) all one’s belongings.

Example: Tired of their tantrums, the landlady asked her
tenants to vacate the house, bag and baggage, in a week’s
times.



the back door : not in a direct, official or honest way.
Example: The opposition accused the government of

signing the defence deal with the neighbouring contry
through the back door.
back to square one : return to where one started from.

Example: The Government and the State Bank spent
years strengthening the nation’s economy but the
recession and slowdown shattered it, so we are back to

square one.
bone of contention : subject of argument or
disagreement.

Example: A serious bone of contention between the
landowners and the developers was the compensation
price for the land

be above board : straight; without concealment,
legitimate; open.
Example: No tricks, please. We want the deal to be above

board completely.
bat an eye or eyelash or eyelid : to not show any shock
or surprise.

Example: When the Court pronounced the prisoner guilty
of murder, the accused stood there withoutbatting an
eyelid.
bend over backwards : do all in one’s power (usually to

achieve something or accommodate somebody.)
Example: Banks are bending over backwards to provide
facilities to the depositors.

blow-by-blow account : a detailed description (of
an occasion) given as the event takes place.
Example: The witness gave a blow-by-blow account of

the happening.
Let The Cat Out of the Bag

This expression comes from cheats selling pigs. Back in

the day, a sly market trader might have substituted a
worthless cat inside a sack for a prized piglet in an
attempt to dupe a customer. The miserable cat crammed



inside the bag would freak out after the hoodwinked
shopper opened the purchase up and discovered the

fraud. Whatever you do, don’t try this trick at home with
your beloved pet — unless you want a furious kitty
tearing your face off, of course.

Curiosity Killed the Cat

Some cats escape idioms with only slight injuries, like
charred paws, and thus live another day, able to seek

out revenge for their metaphorical maltreatment. Not
so with this deadly expression. Apparently “worry” used
to dispatch the cat, but somehow “curiosity” got thrown

into the mix, dooming inquisitive felines to very brief
lifespans.
With any luck, the cats in your neighbor are big dummies,

without an iota of curiosity — otherwise you might end
up with heaping piles of dead pets on every street corner,
which would be a nightmare for cat ladies and garbage

collectors alike.
Like a Cat on a Hot Tin Roof

If you’re a jittery sort, you could be acting “like a cat on a

hot tin roof.” Tennessee Williams coined this expression
for the title of his famous play. Roasting small animals
on blistering tin and then forcing them to vault about
might be an extremely descriptive simile, but once again,

the tin-fried kitty and its seared paws suffer for our
linguistic gratification. At least Williams won the Pulitzer
Prize for his playwriting efforts, and this sadistic-sounding

title.
Killing Two Birds with One Stone

I know what you’re thinking. This expression has

absolutely nothing to do with cats. You’re right, it doesn’t.
I threw it in to give our feline friends a brief respite before
the beating continues.

Two birds dead with one stone? How could a cat not get
behind a murderous idiom like that? If your cat ever
caught you knocking out two songbirds with one stone



throw (please don’t do this), you’d get a kitty nod of
approval, while your tiny companion thought, “I guess

this guy is more than just a primate can opener, after
all.”
No Room to Swing a Cat

This idiom is fairly self-explanatory. If you can’t swing a
cat around a room, you need more space. Some people
believe this expression comes from whipping the cat-o’-

nine-tails about, but chances are it’s an actual, mistreated
cat. If, in one of your lesser moments, you’re tempted to
measure a room with a spinning cat, try and avoid the

urge. A tape measure is much more accurate, and it won’t
attempt to murder you after you’re finished.
It’s Raining Cats and Dogs

This common saying most likely comes from a time when
English cities were writhing cesspools bubbling over with
filth and death. When a strong storm swept through, the

rushing water would wash the corpses of cats and dogs
down the street. That’s quite a lovely image, isn’t it? At
least a surviving cat — they get nine lives, after all —

could have taken comfort in the fact that its canine
nemeses had been transformed into decomposing death
rafts as well.
Busier Than a Three Legged Cat in a Dry Sandbox

This idiom is simply ruthless. It’s an old and seldom-used
expression, but still, the picture it invokes is pretty clear.
I’d like to think that the soul behind this phrase ran a

rehabilitation center for injured cats of some sort —
otherwise we’re probably talking about a psychotic child
who relished torturing crippled cats in sandboxes. The

first story seems so much nicer.
Hotter than a Six Peckered Alley Cat

The cruelty of this expression really depends on where

those peckers are located. If they’re lined up in a neat
little row in an appropriate area, then we’ve got one heck
of a frisky feline on our hands. Talk about a mutant



tomcat with some serious bragging rights. If, on the other
hand, those tiny Johnsons are scattered about willy-nilly,

with a couple dangling from its chin, and another smack
dab in the middle of its forehead, then the viciousness
of this metaphor holds no bounds. As any real estate

professional can tell you, location is everything.
chop and change : repeatedly change.
Example: One day she’s going to be a doctor, the next

she wants to study architecture – she’ll have to
stop chopping and changing and make her mind up.
chapter and verse : verbatim; word for word details.

Example: I was asked if I could give a chapter and
verse account of what had happened that night at the
party.

camp follower : associate; supporter.
Example: The trouble with having a music celebrity as
one’s spouse is all the camp followers and fans forever

trying to invade your privacy.
come up with : produce or find a thought, idea
or answer.

Example: I came up with a name for your newly born
baby.
come up : happen unexpectedly.
Example: He will not be able to attend the meeting if

something else comes up.
come on : please, hurry, go faster.
Example: Come on, I have only few minutes before I must

go.
carry out : put something into action, to
accomplish something, to do something.

Example: The scientist wanted to carry out several
experiments before announcing the sending of human
to the planet mars

cost an arm and a leg : very expensive.
Example: I’d really like to have a new farm house, but it
may cost me an arm and a leg.



come to a pretty pass : develop into a bad, unfortunate,
or difficult situation.

Example : Things have come to such a pretty pass that
nowadays parents are afraid of advising their children.
come to a head : come to a crucial point; to come

to a point when a problem must be solved.
Example: The battle between the two factions of the
city’s leading sport club came to a head today.

choke up : make a person become
overemotional and speechless; to make a person begin
to cry.

Example: The whole family choked up at the funeral
procession, that was very emotional moment for
everybody there.

cash in : earn a lot of money at something,
to make a profit at something.
Example : This is a good year for investing in gold, and

you can cash in on it.
cut and dried : ready-made, predetermined and
not changeable.

Example : Although most parties have agreed on the deal,
it is not yet cut and dried.
the creme de la creme : the very best.
Example : The Universal Group of Art is acknowledged

as the creme de la creme from all of the art groups of
academy.
come what way : no matter what may happen.

Example: It’s good to know that, come what may, our
job is safe.
come again : please repeat that; I beg your

pardon?
Example: Come again? I can’t believe you said that.
cloak and dagger : of or characteristic of the activities

of spies and undercover agents.
Example : Do we need to go for cloak-and-dagger way?
Why can’t we just meet in a cafe like everyone else



clarion call : a strong and clear request for
people to do something.

Example: The social leader’s clarion call for more
donations has given rise to a prompt response.
chicken hearted : not brave.

Example: These chicken hearted bosses always seem to
give in at the first sign of a strike.
cut and thrust : fierce competition, debate, etc.

Example: She realized very soon that she won’t suited to
the cut and thrust approach of modern journalism.
cry wolf : give a false warning of danger, etc.

by crying unnecessarily for help.
Example: As the children has cried wolf too often, the
parents has stopped taking its notice.

cool heels : wait or be kept waiting; be
detained or obliged to wait.
Example: The group of bikers riding through the country

since last nine days were left to cool their heels overnight
at a very inexpensive inn last night.
come to pass : happen, take place.

Example: The people of that remote village have been
demanding a wide two-way road for many years; I don’t
think it will ever come to pass.
come to grief : fail, meet with disaster or failure.

Example: It would be a great pity to see all that sincere
work come to grief.
coin money : make a great deal of money easily

or very quickly.
Example: With a monopoly in urban as well as rural
markets the company could 

chime in with : agree with each other, or is
suitable for that situation.
Example: Her views on the issue chime in with the

newspaper columnist’s stand.
cave in : fall in, collapse, faint, admit defeat.



Example: Torrential rain led to caving in of dilapidated
house.

catch napping : surprise, take unawares.
Example: The government was really caught napping the
day the protesters planned to jam the highways and roads

of the town.
carte blanche : full authority, free hand.
Example: The rich business man’s daughter had carte

blanche when it came to choosing which groom she
wanted to marry with.
call names : verbally abuses somebody.

Example: She was afraid that if she wore spectacles to
her school, the other kids would call her names.
cut coat according to cloth : adapt to one’s

circumstances, make sure one’s plans are appropriate to
one’s resources.
Example: Of course, we’d love a luxurious car, but you

have to cut your coat according to your cloth.
cut down to size : humble somebody.
Example: The young officer is so arrogant; I wish someone

would cut him down to size.
cut corners : economize on time, money,
materials or effort, perhaps unwisely.
Example: It is certainly not a sensible move to cut

corners with national security.
cut both ways : have two different effects at the
same time, usually one good and one bad.

Example: Watching TV cuts both ways; it makes people
know what is real going on, but it also make them lazy,
addicted and sick.

curry favour : seek to gain advantage by flattery.
Example: The current Scottish government has promised
to increase the expenditure quota in education and

defense system in an attempt to curry favour with
citizens.
crystal clear : absolutely clear, easy to understand.



Example: The instructions for preparing the dish
are crystal clear.

comes to the crunch : in a critical moment or crucial
time, or in a tight corner.
Example: It’s always the same, she promise help, but as

soon as when it comes to the crunch she invents excuses
crowning glory : The greatest or most beautiful thing
Example: The crowning glory of her career came six years

later when the Council for British Research awarded
Cynthia the Royal Prize for her great work.
caught in the crossfire : be badly affected by a situation

where two people or group are arguing with each other.
Example: When parents fight over trifles, their children
are often caught in the crossfire.

cross swords : quarrel; have a disagreement.
Example: Every day at 6 PM. the Jenny and Eliza crossed
swords for watching their favorite show.

come a cropper : come to ruin; fail.
Example: She seemed to come a cropper shortly after
her promotion as cabinet minister.

cover tracks : conceal one’s whereabouts,
activities and intentions.
Example: The murderer covered his tracks by throwing
the shot gun in the lake and burying his landlord’s body.

count chicken : make plans based on events that may or
may not happen.
Example: I know you have motivated plans for your

industrial endeavor, but don’t count your chicken.
couch potato : a chronic television viewer.
Example 1: My younger sister is a great couch potato;

she can watch TV 24 hours a day.
Example 2: It is a matter of debate if couch potatoes are
less intelligent than their brethren.

the corridors of power   : the offices of the powerful
leaders.



Example: As personal adviser to the Prime Minister, he
thought he’d get his foot inside the corridors of power.

corridors of power : higher echelons of government.
Example: I told my neighbor about the problem; she
worked in the ministers’ office and therefore knew her

way around the corridors of power.
cut the cord : stop needing somebody else to
look after you and start acting independently.

Example: In order to achieve true independence,
developing countries must cut the cord and stop asking
for financial aid from the developed countries.

cool as cucumber : be very calm and relaxed.
Example: There he stood, cool as cucumber and totally
oblivious to the violence that had shattered the very

fabric of the society.
conspiracy of silence : general agreement to keep silent
about a subject for the purpose of secrecy.

Example: On the airport security check, there is
a conspiracy of silence; most of guards bypass the known
visitors without checking.

cold comfort :– slight or no consolation
– no comfort or consolation at all
Examples: 1. The advisory engineer said only the front
body of the truck is smashed and not its engine, but I

think that will be cold comfort to her.
2. I know that there are several others who are worse off
than us, but that’s no cold comfort.

catch a cold : suffer a financial loss.
Example: Like my elder brother Brian Reddik tried the
offshore business of education, but he catches a cold just

after its one month, and there is no sign of his growth till
now.
cock and bull story : complicated, ridiculous, or

unbelievable story, a story or explanation which is
obviously not true.



Example: She started to tell some cock and bull story to
the police officers about how she found a huge bag

containing 5 pounds of gold.
cloud nine : be very happy.
Example: She’s been on cloud nine since she heard the

news of her engagement.
closed book : something that one knows or
understands nothing about.

Example: I’m afraid that this new physics formula will
always be a closed book to me.
clear the decks : get ready for action.

Example: The British Petroleum company is clearing the
decks for setting up many huge new projects around
globe.

clean sweep : win devastatingly.
Example: The forecasters are predicting a clean sweep for
the ruling party in the approaching election.

come clean : admit to or tell the truth about
something, make a full confession.
Example: After experiencing strong examination, the

accused after all determined to come clean and give a
detailed explanation of the occurrenc
in dribs and drabs : · in small irregular quantities

  · in small pieces, bit by bit

Examples:

1. The checks for the charity are coming in dribs and
drabs.

2. The water is coming in dribs and drabs from the pipe.
3. This poetry is being written in dribs and drabs.
4. George paid the borrowed money from me in dribs

and drabs.
5. He started earning money in dribs and drabs but now
he is a successful businessman.

6. I don’t like the way you do your work in dribs and
drabs, please finish it immediately.



drop a bombshell or drop a bomb :  make an
unexpected, startling or disturbing announcement

- reveal surprising information or news
Examples:

1. My sister dropped a bombshell by announcing she was

discontinuing her study for a job.
2. Ruth dropped a bombshell when she told us she is
pregnant.

3. I do not have the courage to drop that kind of
bombshell on my family.
4. The boss dropped a bombshell, saying my leave

application was rejected by the director.
5. The Australian Cricket Board dropped a bombshell
when they announced that they won’t go to play the

series in Pakistan this year.
6. Jane dropped a bombshell when she said she was
leaving.

double whammy : · situation where two bad things
happen at the same time
- double blow or setback.

Examples:

1. Boss fired me from the job and I lost my wallet too,
what a double whammy?
2. It is a double whammy for Lara; she lost his son and

husband in terrible road accident.
3. Media claims the cut in public spending coupled with
a pay freeze is a double whammy for low-paid workers.

4. With the heat-wave and the electricity breakdown
problems, Indians were hit with a double whammy this
summer.

5. Indian public have faced the double whammy of rising
rupees and falling incomes.
6. A double whammy when the house was burned along

with the safe locker contained money.
dead end : · a street, corridor, road, pipe etc.,
that has no exit



- a position or job with no hope of progress; blind alley
- the situation or project with no prospects of

improvements
Examples:

1. The interlocutors have reached a dead end in their

efforts to discover a peaceful solution to the imbroglio.
2. In spite of the scientist’s efforts the research leads to
a dead end.

3. This narrow passage dead-ends at the park.
4. Burger shop is at the border of village on a dead
end street.

déjà vu : · already seen (Literal meaning in
French)
- a feeling that one has already experienced something

that is happening currently
- psychology the false impression of having already
experienced something in real being experienced for the

first time.
Examples:

1. She suddenly had a strong sense of déjà vu.

2. When I entered the church, I had a strange sense
of déjà vu.
3. When I saw the image, I had a strange feeling of déjà
vu.

4. After the marriage ceremony, when I took first drink, I
had strange feeling of déjà vu.
be in the doldrums : - be inactive

-  very quiet or dull
- in a low or lethargic state
- sluggish, in low spirits

Examples:

1. A cut in interest rates on housing loans can lift the
property market out of the doldrums.

2. When the financial system of the country is in the
doldrums, my business feels the effects.



3. My dog has been in the doldrums these past couple
of days and nothing I do seems to cheer him up.

4. My horse is in the doldrums, I cannot take part in horse
racing this week.
5. Don’t be in the doldrums, get up and let’s find some

way to get out of here.
a dab hand at : – expert
– adept at

– one skillful at
– a person who is an expert at a particular activity
– someone specially skilled at a task

Examples:

1. My friend was too weak in all computer studies, but
now he’s become a dab hand at Internet and Software.

2. Try one spoon of this pasta and you’ll agree she is a
dab hand at making great Italian foods.
3. George is a dab hand at tennis, he always in this game.

4. Barbara is a dab hand at chopping onions fast and
without tears.
5. For our new car garage, we are required a experienced

mechanic who is a dab hand at engine repairing.
6. My 4 years old son is amazingly a dab hand at using
mobile phones.
7. If you want to be a dab hand at chess you need to work

hard.
8. Practice makes it perfect, keep practicing, you will be a
dab hand at playing guitars one day.

9. I am a dab hand in touch typing on computer keyboard
and typewriters more than you do on mobile phones to
send texts.

Dab Synonyms : – daub, wipe, touch lightly, pat,
small amount, bit, blob.
Hand Synonyms : – give, hand over, pass, offer,

tender, supply, furnish, dispense.
dirt cheap : – very cheap

  – almost free



– at an extremely low cost
– quite inexpensive

Examples :                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
1. Its quite a useful book, but luckily I could buy it dirt
cheap at a junk shop.

2. Take few more of those water colors for painting
they’re dirt cheap.
3. In United Kingdom, the carrots are dirt cheap.

4. Outsourcing sounds a great deal to earn money here
in India, but for the people of western world it is dirt
cheap.

5. The SUV truck required a huge mechanical job work,
but still it was dirt-cheap.
6. I bought this welding machine dirt cheap but not

working the way I want, a bad idea.
7. Don’t buy these dirt cheap electronic equipment, they
are useless.

Dirt Synonyms : grime, filth, mud, dust, muck, soil,
earth, clay.
Cheap Synonyms : inexpensive, contemptible,

despicable, low priced, economical, discounted, not
expensive, shameful
devil-may-care : – very casual attitude
– worry-free or carefree attitude

– reckless
– defiant
– relaxed and not worried about the results of your

actions
Examples:

1. The opening batsman’s devil-may-care approach may

ruin his chances of securing a permanent in the team.
2. She had a rather devil-may-care attitude towards
money which impressed me at the time.

3. You must get rid of your devil-may-care attitude if you
want to succeed.



4. Jane acts so uncaring with her devil-may-care manner.
5. He has a rather devil-may-care attitude to his studies.

Synonyms : careless, reckless, cavalier,
unconcerned, free and easy, inattentive, rash, happy-to-
go, heedless, foolhardy, easygoing, nonchalant.

de facto : – existing in fact
– although not necessarily intended
– legal or accepted

– in reality or fact
– actually
Examples:

1. English is de facto the common language of much of
the world today.
2. Ronny has established himself as the de facto leader

of the party.
de jure  : – having a right or existence as stated by law
– according to law

– by right
Examples: 1. The president aims to create a de jure one-
party state.

2. According to the law politicians and kings, de
jure leaders of men.
3. “Martin Luther King Jr. dedicated his life to fighting for
civil rights and justice for America’s black victims of de

jure and de facto discrimination.” – Bill Maxwell; To
Honor King, Live Up to Him; St. Petersburg Times
(Florida); Jan 17, 2010.

4. De jure recognition of the new government
5. Lawfully, a practice may be in place de jure but the
people may not obey or observe the contract.

6. Women de jure equality may be an accepted truth but
the reality is that women don’t enjoy equality in many
spheres of life.

down in the dumps : – a gloomy
– unhappy
– sad



– in low spirits
– in melancholy mood

– in depressed state of mind
– lacking engagement or enthusiasm.
Examples: 1. As the things were not going well for her at

work, she was feeling a bit down in the dumps.
2. Little Jon is down in the dumps because all her friends
are gone away with their parents

3. She’s a bit down in the dumps because she’s got to
take her exams again.
4. Carl now always remains down in the dumps because

of the diabetes.
5. My cat got fever today and she is not playing but
feeling down in the dumps.

6. After losing the general election of president, Jack
really felt down in the dumps.
7. When her husband left for America she was too down

in the dumps.
drop a line : – send a brief letter
– to call over telephone

– send an email, etc.
– send any kind of moral short letter or note to someone
for chit-chat or hello.
Examples: 1. If you’ve got a few minutes to spare you

could always drop her a line.
2. We really do like hearing from you, so drop us a
line and let us know how you are.

3. I dropped Aunt Kelly a line last Thanks giving.
4. She usually drops me a few lines around the first of
the year.

5. Drop me a note when you get a chance.
6. I hope you’ll drop me a line soon
7. The wife is always dropping her husband a line even

as they are separated.
8. If you get a chance, drop me a line when you arrive in
Surrey, Canada



9. Could you drop me a line when you get moved in to
your new home?.

dressed to kill : – elaborately attired, dressed to
draw attraction
– dressed very nicely, extravagantly

– intentionally wearing clothes that attract attention and
admiration
Examples: 1. She arrived at the reception dressed to kill.

2. The man was dressed to kill in a tuxedo, hat, gold watch
and expensive shoes, because he was going to accept an
award.

3. I want to marry with that beautiful girl who
always dressed to kill.
draw the line : – to define a limit in anything

– think of or treat one thing as different from another
– to set the limit of what you are willing to do
– to never do something because you think it is wrong

– Refuse to go any further than
Examples: 1. It all depends on your concept of fiction
and where you draw the line between fact and fiction.

2. So at what point do we consider the fetus a baby?
We’ve got to draw the line somewhere.
3. I am going to draw the line about working more than
forty hours a week.

4. Please draw the line in the sand for the beach ball
game.
5. I swear quite a lot but even I draw the line at saying

certain words.
6. I draw the line at giving them more money.
down the drain : – wasted

  – lost
  – abandoned
  – completely spoiled

   – gone
Examples : 1. Our work went down the drain when NGO
stopped funding the project in the halfway.



2. If the factory closes, that will be a million pounds’
worth of investment down the drain.

3. I’m scared I’m going to be out of a job, and my 12
years of experience will be down the drain.
4. We cannot afford to let our train system go down the

drain.
5. A lot of money went down the drain in that Wilkinson
deal.

drag feet or heels : – act reluctantly or without
enthusiasm
– to do something slowly because you do not want to do

it
– postpone doing what one should be doing
– act or work with intentional slowness, deliberately hold

back or delay
– the British had been dragging their feet concerning a
single European currency

Examples : 1. I suspect the government is dragging its
heels over this issue.
2. We don’t want to look as if we’re dragging our

heels over promoting women to senior positions.
3. The government has been dragging its feet in bringing
up a bill in the Parliament on land acquisition.
4. I have been dragging my feet about filing my taxes.

5. When they told us they wanted to put computers in
our classrooms, we dragged our heels a little bit.
down the road : – at a future point or end

– in the future, in a few years
– dismissed, fired
Examples: 1. Somewhere down the road I think he’ll

make it big.
2. I was asked to gather statistical data that could be
useful down the road.

3. Why worry about something that’s 90 years down the
road?



4. We have an idea to develop a talking book, but a
marketable product is a long way down the road.

5. Economists see higher interest rates down the road.
6. Disagree with the boss and you’ll soon be down the
road.

down and out : – homeless or penniless person
– someone who has no home, no job and no money
– poor and unlucky, bumming and boozing

– poor person who need help
– lacking funds, resources, or prospects; destitute
Examples: 1. After losing his job, he was left down and

out.
2. I just assumed he was a down and out, begging on the
street corner.

3. She was one of the many down-and-outers waiting for
the soup kitchen to open.
4. When he was down and out, he went to the Salvation

Army.
doubting Thomas : – habitually doubtful person
– a person who refuses to believe anything until they

are given proof
Examples: 1. He’s such a doubting Thomas that he won’t
believe unless he sees things through his eyes.
2. He’s a real doubting Thomas – he simply wouldn’t

believe I’d won the car until he saw it with his own eyes.
3. She kept trying, hoping to prove all those doubting
Thomases wrong.

dot the i’s and cross the t’s : – to take care of every
detail, even minor ones
– be meticulous and precise

– to do something very carefully and in a lot of detail
 – complete the job paying attention to the details
Examples: 1. I had dotted all the i’s and crossed the t’s,

so I wondered why my application was rejected
2. Before taking the project to the CEO, let’s make sure
we dot the i’s and cross the t’s.



3. She writes highly accurate reports – she always dots
her i’s and crosses her t’s.

4. The negotiations are nearly finished, but we still have
to dot the i’s and cross the t’s.
5. Why can’t Jerry dot the i’s and cross the t’s? I always

find mistakes in his work.
6. Your instructor is a tough grader, be sure to dot your
‘i’s and cross your ‘t’s on your research.

done in : – be too tired to do any more
– exhausted
Examples: 1. I was/felt really done in after the match.

2. You are really done in, I think you’ll have go to bed.
3. I’m really done in after a long walk – I’m going to bed.
done for : – to be about to die or suffer very

much because of a serious difficulty or danger
– about to fail
– suffer or die

– doomed to death or destruction
Examples: 1. That too old car is just about done for.
3. We all thought we were done for when the boat started

to sink.
2. With missiles flying overhead and machine guns
shooting at us, I thought we were done for.
dog tired : – very tired, exhausted

– extremely weary, totally drained.
Examples: 1. Carl usually got home at around 5
o’clock, dog tired after overtime on the job.

2. Miranda was dog tired after the series. She played
every game.
3. Now, I am totally dog tired after the 3 days of journey.



IDIOMS & PHRASES - SET II

live or lead a dog’s life : – a very unhappy and unpleasant
life

– a miserable, unhappy existence
– to lead a drab or boring life
Examples: 1. Mark’s been leading a dog’s life since he

was fired from the job.
2. He’s been living a dog’s life since his wife left him.
3. Poor Richard really leads a dog’s life.
4. I’ve been working so hard. I’m tired of living a dog’s

life.
5. I’ve got to go to the market, then cook a meal, then
pick Davis up from the airport – it’s a dog’s life.

dog in the manger : – one who prevents others from
enjoying something despite having no use for it
– spiteful and mean-spirited

– someone who keeps something that they do not want
in order to prevent someone else from getting it
– a person who selfishly keeps something that he or she

does not really need or want so that others may notuse
or enjoy it.
Examples: 1. Stop being such a dog in the manger and

let your sister ride your bike if you’re not using it.
2. Why be a dog in the manger? If you aren’t going to
use those tickets, let someone else have them.

3. Young children are probably the best examples of dogs
in the manger, refusing to let other children play with
their toys even though they are not playing with them

themselves.
dog eat dog : – a very competitive world
– ruthlessly competitive business environment.

– marked by destructive or ruthless competition; without
self-restraint, ethics, etc.
– do anything to be successful, even if what they do

harms other people



– Getting ahead in life at any cost
– a place or situation that is highly competitive

Examples: 1. The only rule of the marketplace was dog-
eat-dog.
2. It’s a dog-eat-dog industry.

3. You have to look out for your own interests; it’s a dog-
eat-dog world.
4. Your company fired you two days after you had a heart

attack? Well, it’s certainly a dog-eat-dog world.
5. It’s a dog eat dog world out there. You have to do
whatever you can to survive.

6. Many colleges are dog-eat-dog. People will compete
at any cost for higher grades and not care if others get
hurt in the process.

7. That school is dog-eat-dog. The students cheat and
even destroy each other’s work to get better grades.”
8. In film business it’s dog eat dog – one day you’re a

star, the next you’ve been replaced by younger talent.
9. In a dog eat dog world, there is intense competition
and rivalry, where everybody thinks only of himself or

herself.
10. In the dog eat dog world out there it pays to know
who one’s real friends are.
dos and don’ts : – rules about what you must do

and what you must not do in a specific condition
– what is recommended or allowed and what is not within
an area or issue, etc.

– rules or customs concerning some activity
– the rules; the things that should be done and those
that should not be done

Examples: 1. In the back of the guide there’s a list of the
dos and don’ts of local etiquette.
2. It’s important to know the do’s and don’ts of diplomatic

receptions.
3. I must confess that a bunch of the do’s and don’ts don’t
create much wisdom to me either.



4. It pays to know the dos and don’ts of political
conference in advance.

fifth wheel or third wheel : a person who is in a situation
where they are not needed; an extra and unnecessary
person or thing; also know as “fifth wheel”

Examples: 1. I was the only person at the dinner party
without a date. I felt like a third wheel.
2. I felt like a fifth wheel when i couldn’t speak English

well with my English teacher.
3. I’m going, I don’t want to be a fifth wheel.
4. I quit my bank job and am preparing for civil service.

Now I feel like I am a third wheel.
5. The way I live my life, I always feel like a fifth wheel.
fall on deaf ears : disregard, ignore.

Example: Warning that over speed driving always causes
to accidents, and serious injuries have largely fallen on
deaf ears.

frighten or scare to death : make somebody feel very
frightened.
Example: A shadow appeared in the doorway and scared

me to death.
from the cradle to the grave : during the whole of your
life, throughout life.
Example: This health plan provides protection from the

cradle to the grave.
feet of clay : have a flaw or weakness most people are
unaware of.

Example: Some of the greatest people in history had feet
of clay.
full cry : in full operation, at the highest level of activity.

Example 1: After the strike it would be some time before
production gets into full cry.
Example 2: My friend is working in full cry, he want to

finish it as soon as possible.
fight like cat and dog : argue jealously and violently all
the time.



Example: Both of the children of Mrs. Bector in our
neighborhood fight like cat and dog.

have the (or feel) blues : feel depressed or sad.
Example: After seeing my family house in such a terrible
condition, I had the blues for weeks.

foot the bill : pay the bill.
Example: It was a splendid party and I’m glad that I don’t
have to foot that particular bill.

fit or fill the bill : be exactly suitable for a particular
situation.
Example: The country hit by terrorism needs a strong

leader, and the new Prime Minister just doesn’t fill the
bill.
go to the dogs : – something is becoming worse

than it normally was
– to become worse in quality or character
– becoming very less successful than it was in the past

– to deteriorate, to become bad
– to decline in looks or health; to be ruined or destroyed
Examples: 1. Have you seen their car lately? It’s

really gone to the dogs.
2. Many things in our home have gone to the dogs during
the last 3 months.
3. She was a very successful actress, but her drinking habit

and illegal affairs caused her career to go to the dogs.
4. It seems that the reputation of your business has gone
to the dogs.

give the devil his due : give credit to an opponent’s
merits, grudgingly or not.
Example: I don’t like what the new management has

done, but give the devil his due, sales have improved.
get a raw deal : unfair treatment.
Example: She got a very raw deal in terms of his father’s

will: everything was left to her younger sister.
get feet in the door : succeed with a first step; achieve
an initial stage.



Example: I know it’s not the job you’d hoped for, but at
least you can use it to get your foot in the door.

go through channels : proceed by consulting the proper
persons or offices.
Example: If you want an answer to your questions, you’ll

have to go through channels.
get cracking : hurry up; also, start working.
Example: It’s time I got cracking or we’ll miss the first

half of the show.
give cold shoulder : treat somebody with coldness
and contempt; ignore somebody.

Example: After the news spread about her direct
involvement in the big scandal, the friends and
relatives gave her the cold shoulder and eventually she

had to leave the town forever.
get cold feet : suddenly become too frightened
to do something one had planned to do.

Example: He got cold feet when heard the news of his
transfer to remote area of the country which is hundreds
of miles from his home town.

go round in circles : work at something but keep
failing to make progress with it.
Example: In the absence of adequate data, the surveyors
are just going round in circles.

go by the book : do things strictly according to the
written rules, etc.
Example: The most successful officers are not those who

always go by the book but use their initiative
have designs on : contrive a secret plot or scheme,
especially with selfish motives.

Example: I think she has designs on my science project
for the purpose of showing me down.
head in the clouds : be unaware of what is going on.

Example: Most of the time she is having his head in the
clouds. She must be in some deep trouble.



Hobson’s choice : an apparently free choice that
actually offers no alternative.

Example: It’s Hobson’s choice for him; if he don’t agree
to follow their rules, he’ll lose his job.
have a card up sleeve : a hidden or secret advantage or

resource.
Example: Before he make a decision, let’s see if the
rivals have another card up their sleeve.

hide light under a bushel : show extreme modesty.
Example: Even after getting the scholarship, she went
on hiding his light under a bushel.

hit the bull’s eye or make the bull’s eye : get something
exactly right, or be on target.
Example: The finance minister’s speech on attracting new

investments hit the bull’s eye.
have butterflies in stomach : feel very nervous, usually
about something you are going to do.

Example: He had butterflies in his stomach as he walked
out onto the stage for his dance performance.
have blood on one’s hands : be responsible for

somebody’s death.
Example: The champions of these riots have the blood
of many thousands of people on their hands.
hand or keep at bay : prevent something or somebody

unpleasant from coming too near to one or harming one.
Example: The area was hit by a serious epidemic, but
luckily he could keep himself at bay.

have a ball : have a good time.
Example: It was a great weekend – we all had a ball
high or top on agenda : if a subject or plan is at the top

of somebody’s agenda, it is the most important thing they
want to discuss or deal with.
Example: The government has realized the need for

placing educational reform at the top of its agenda.
hold all the aces : be in a winning position



Example: In the battle between chemical manufacturers
and environmentalists the activists seem tohold all the

aces.
have a bone to pick with : an unpleasant issue or
grievance that need discussion.

Example: The two reputed universities of the state have
a bone to pick with each other over reservation policy
for admissions.

in high dudgeon : - feeling or exhibiting great resentment
- taking great offense at something
- a reaction of extreme righteous anger

Examples: 1. After the scuffle, the man who was
affronted left in high dudgeon.
2. Julia strode from the meeting in high dudgeon, and I

knew she would get his revenge eventually.
3. Banging the door in Catty’s face, Kelly drove off in high
dudgeon.

4. Reena drove off in high dudgeon, she was waiting you
for last 3 hours.
5. John came storming into the kitchen in high dudgeon.

in dire straits or need : – experience difficult financial
conditions or circumstances
– in a very serious, bad circumstance
– in extreme danger or difficulty

– causing or involving great fear or suffering
Examples: 1. The earthquake and the drought left the
region in dire straits for a long time.

2. I am totally broke and need help to buy some food for
my children. We are in dire straits.
3. After the death of her father, little girl in dire need.

4. Last night everything burned in the factory of a
successful business man now he is in dire straits.
in the driver’s seat or in the driving seat : – in control

– in charge of things or situation
Examples: 1. The availability of a wide range of products
has made the consumer sit in the driving seat.



2. Money and talent will put you in the driver’s seat.
3. If you are in the driver’s seat, you are in charge of

something or in control of a situation.
4. I’m in the driver’s seat now, and I get to decide who
gets raises.

5. Destinations are limitless when your dreams are in the
driver’s seat.
in deep water : in difficulty, in problem.

Example: I’m going to be in deep water if my boss refuses
to approve the project done by me after the hard work
of a week.

in the dark : uninformed, a state of ignorance.
Example: We’re still in the dark about the company’s
layoff policy.

Another forms of in the dark Idiom:
keep in the dark : keep someone unaware, not
informed, keep somebody off from any act.

Example: My best friend kept me in the dark about his
plan of starting new business with my brother.
a shot in the dark : an attempt to guess something

when you have no information or knowledge about it.
Example: The whole theory about life on Mars is a shot
in the dark, no one takes it seriously.
in a clover : prosperous, living well.

Example: After we earn a million in our new business of
gold, we’ll hopefully be in a clover.
in the cahoots : in secret or disreputable

partnership; in league.
Example: It has been suspected that several football
players were in the cahoots with big business houses.

in cold blood : in a planned way and without pity
or other emotion.
Example: One young lady was shot dead in cold

blood inside the premises of shopping complex.
just deserts : - get what one deserves



- punishment or reward that is considered to be what
the recipient deserved

Examples: 1. After the supervisor was suspended, many
workers felt that he got his just deserts.
2. He killed my innocent bird, but got his just deserts

when he was beaten by somebody for abusing.
3. Our neighbor Mr. Jones got just deserts when he was
left helpless in need by her wife, he never ever respected

her.
4. Sarah has got no sympathy for her son and husband,
she got his just deserts.

jack of all trades : somebody who has many skills or
who does many different jobs successfully.
Example: My big brother is an engineer by profession

but can drive big lorry, can repair the machines and
running many stores of himself, he is really a jack of all
trades.

jump in at the deep end : start a new job or activity
without being prepared for it.
Example : He is jumping in at the deep end, acting as

strike bowler in his first match this year on the Australian
pitches.
jump to conclusion : form an opinion or judgement
hastily.

Example: Wait till we get the report; don’t jump to a
conclusion
in broad daylight : during the day.

Example: The beautiful woman was shot at very close
range in broad daylight in front of her house in
Washington DC.

look on the bright side : try to see something good in a
bad situation.
Example: Nothing is impossible for Junior John Sinha if

he learn to look on the bright side.
in blood : part of one’s genetic inheritance.



Example: The whole family is good in business; it’s in
their blood.

in the blink of an eye : in an instant.
Example: In the blink of an eye the robber disappeared
from the bank with the bag of Gold jewelry.

in black and white : formally, on paper and in writing.
Example: He asked his old mother not to worry as the
terms of the hand agreement were spelled out in black

and white.
in the good books : be in somebody’s favour or good
opinion.

Example: The fact that he always managed  to be in the
good books of the bosses surprised one and all.i
in a bad way : be ill, unhappy, or in a bad state.

Example: After years of the recession, the economy of
the country was in a bad way.
in ages : for a very long time.

Example: I have never seen her going to temple in ages.
in the ascendant : Increasingly successful or
powerful.

Example: He’s very much in the ascendant in the film
world.
keep own counsel : say little or nothing about one’s
opinions or intentions.

Example: Our boss is notorious for keeping his own
counsel; you never know what he has in his mind.
keep fingers crossed : hope that things will happen in

the way you want them to.
Example: I’m keep my fingers crossed that my husband
clears the written interview this Monday to join British

Intelligence Bureau.
keep chin up : be stalwart and courageous in a
different situation, remain brave and keep on trying.

Example 1: Don’t let the difficulties intimidate you; keep
your chin up.



Example 2: Even if things have been difficult for you,
always keep your chip up, everything will be normal and

alright soon.
keep card close to chest : be secretive or cautious, give
nothing away.

Example: My brother don’t know how much money his
friends will spend this Friday night, he keep his card close
to his chest.

know on which side bread is buttered : know what is to
one’s advantage.
Example: She’s far too clever to irritate her employer as

she knows which side her bread is buttered on.
hand or keep at bay : prevent something or somebody
unpleasant from coming too near to one or harming one.

Example: The area was hit by a serious epidemic, but
luckily he could keep himself at bay.
keep at arm’s length : keep a distance, avoiding intimacy

or familiarity.
Example: He always had the feeling that she was keeping
him at arm’s length.

the lights are on but nobody is home:- used to describe
a stupid person
- something that you say when you think someone is
stupid

- when someone does not react because they are thinking
about something else
- have a brain, but not using it

- used to tell that someone lacks cleverness or alertness
Examples: 1. I tried all to understand him, but the lights
are on but nobody is home.

2. John has no idea about this – the lights are on but
nobody’s home.
3. Lilly studied about interior designing but the lights are

on nobody is home.
like or as a duck to water : – to do something very quickly
and enjoy doing it



– easily and naturally
– to have a usual aptitude to do something

Examples: 1. She’s taken to the home of her grandma like
a duck to water.
2. Miranda just took to motherhood like a duck to water.

3. She started skating and she learned how quickly, like
a duck takes to water.
4. Chris is really a natural surfing. He took to surfing like

a duck to water even before he started it as a profession.
5. This baby adapted to the bottle as a duck takes to
water.

lame duck : – a person or thing that is disabled, helpless,
ineffective, or inefficient.
– somebody, especially an elected official

– who cannot influence events any more
– a person or company that is in trouble
– someone who is in the last period of a term in an

elective office and cannot run for reelection
– a person or thing that isn’t properly able to function,
especially one that was previously proficient.

– having lost a re-election bid
Examples: 1. Knowing she would be lame duck, the
mayor decided to resign from office early and retire.
2. You can’t expect a lame duck President to get much

accomplished.
3. The best way to avoid being a lame duck in office is to
not get elected for another term.

4. You can’t expect much from a lame duck.
5. As a lame duck, there’s not a lot I can do.
6. The President was a lame duck during the end of his

second term.
7. What do you expect from a lame-duck mayor?
let the cat out of the bag : give away a secret.

Example: Nobody in the market was supposed to know
about Coca-Cola discount schemes, but the huge



advertisement hoardings seems to have let the cat out
of the bag.

let bygones be bygones : what’s done is done; don’t
worry about the past, especially past mistakes or
grievances.

Example: The two international rivals shook hands and
agreed to let bygones be bygones.
like a bull in a china shop : extremely awkward, clumsy

person.
Example: Tom Roger is like a bull in a china shop when it
comes to dealing with her wife’s feeling and emotions.

living on borrowed time : not expected to live much
longer.
Example: The big hollywood star has got cancer and

is living on borrowed time.
lead astray : cause someone to make a mistake.
Example: The interrogators in the case were led astray by

false information from one of the witnesses.
long arm of the law : the far-reaching power of the
authorities.

Example: It is not easy for criminals to escape the long
arm of the law in a developed country like United
Kingdom.
make all the difference : have a very good effect on a

thing or a situation.
Example: Working with a nice bunch of people can make
all the difference to your job.

make common cause with : work together in order to
achieve something that both groups want.
Example: Environment protesters have made common

cause with local people to stop the setting up of the
factories and iron industries on fertile land.
make a clean breast : confess completely.

Example: While wedged stealing in Super Market, Robert
Daniel decided to make a clean breast of it to the owner
of the store.



make it big : become very successful or famous.
Example: Despite being highly qualified it took her several

years before she made it big in the London city.
mean business : be serious about achieving something,
even if other people disagree with you.

Example: The firmness with which the new government
has initiated certain measure shows that it mean
business.

make a fast (or quick) buck : earn money quickly and
often in a way that is not honest or normal.
Example: When Indians go foreign countries like Canada

and UK they often try to make a fast buck.
make no bones about : be open and frank about
something.

Example: He made no bones about his dissatisfaction
with the teaching in the school.
make the best of : try to think and act in a positive

way when one has to accept a situation which one do
not like but cannot change.
Example: He got admission in a college where he did not

have any of his former friends with him but he decided
to make the best of it.
make a beeline for : go quickly and directly to
somebody or something.

Example: As soon as the employees heard about the
news of scrapping of the bonus policy, they made a
beeline for the boss’s office.

make an ass : behave in a silly way
Example: They made an ass of the new colleague at the
office by giving him the wrong instructions

never in wildest dreams : – something that has happened
was so strange that one never thought it would happen
Examples: 1. Never in my wildest dreams did I think she’d

abandon her father.
2. Never in my wildest dreams did I think she’d actually
carry out her threat.



3. Not in my wildest dreams could I have imagined
Scotland winning 9/1.

never say die : stay optimistic, positive attitude.
Example: There are still a dozen of of job vacancies that
she hasn’t tried. Never say die.

not give a damn : be indifferent to, uncaring,
irresponsible.
Example: Most industrial houses don’t give a damn about

the environment.
not cup of tea : not to one’s liking, taste etc.
Example: I decided not to go to the restaurant with them,

because eating spicy food isn’t my cup of tea.
not all it’s cracked up to be : not as good as people say it
is.

Example: The highly ranked institutes in Liverpool isn’t
all it’s cracked up to be.
not have a clue or haven’t a clue : have no idea or inkling

about something.
Example: I haven’t a clue why she left the job, suddenly.
not born yesterday : not a completely naive person.

Example: The Citi Bank Credit Card agent thinks, he can
fool me, but I wasn’t born yesterday and I can see exactly
what their trick is.
new blood : young, energetic people; new people in an

organisation who will provide new ideas and energy.
Example: It’s time the Prime Minister brings some new
blood into the government.

new kid on the block : somebody is new in a place or
organization and has many things to learn about it.
Example: Realizing that he was the new kid on the

block in his organization, he was determined to prove
himself.
on the case : doing what needs to be done in particular

situation.



Example: “I need to apply before computer education
registration is closed.” “Don’t worry, I’m on the case, just

leave it to me.
on the cards : likely to happen.
Example: Some big changes in the British Space Agency

structure are on the cards for next year.
on the back burner : in a abeyance, in a position of low
priority.

Example: The plans for a new public Park in Amsterdam
city has been put on the back burner.
once in a blue moon : very rarely.

Example: I don’t know why she bought that music system
– she use it once in a blue moon.
on the brink of : be likely to do something very soon.

Example: The company dismissed the reports that it
was on the brink of selling its share.
out of the blue : happens suddenly and one is not

expecting it.
Example: Then one day, completely out of the blue, the
Maoists attacked the police post and caught everyone

off guard.
own accord : voluntarily, willingly.
Example: The managing director of the company didn’t
have to be asked to resign – he went of his own accord.

out of action : something is not working or
cannot be used, somebody is injured or ill and cannot do
things he or she usually does.

Example: I’m afraid I cannot tell you the account balance
as the system is out of action
play by ear : - learn music by ear

- to play by remembering the tune, without printed music
- to play a musical instrument by remembering the tune
and not by reading the music

Examples: 1. My sister learned to play the piano by ear
when she was a child.



2. Hey, Jill I can play the keyboard by ear, without printed
music.

3. I never tried to play the guitar by ear but I can try for
you.
4. One friend of mine easily play the Saxophone by ear.

5. After a hard work of many year finally I’ve been able
to play any music instrument by ear now.
play it by ear : - improvise

- act without preparation
- to let things go as they may
- determined on the circumstances

- according to the demand of the situation
Examples: 1. Rather than adopting a new academic
strategy, the principal decided to play it by ear.

2. I don’t know what I will do when she will come in
front of me. Let’s just play it by ear.
3. I am not sure whether my plan will work or not, so let

just play it by ear.
4. Jane said that she has to play it by ear because she is
not sure where to go tomorrow morning.

5. It’s hard to know how the situation will develop. Let’s
just play it by ear.
6. We can play it by ear and decide where to meet later.
7. Question: Hey, Bob are you coming to play the baseball

this Sunday?
play duck and drakes : – to carelessly misuse one’s
wealth

– to behave recklessly
– use selfishly to suit oneself
– waste duck and drakes is also a name of stone skipping

or skimming game, a pastime game of throwing flat
stones across water so as to make them bounce off the
surface.

Examples: 1. He lost his job for playing ducks and
drakes with the fund of corporation.



2. Jane played duck and drakes with the financial system
of company.

3. George W. Bush had played duck and drakes with the
economy of USA.
4. Hey, let’s play duck and drakes on the lake.

put the (or a) damper (or dampener) : discourage or
dishearten something.
Example : The violence before the round table

conference is bound to put the dampers on the peace
talks.
pour cold water on : deter or discourage somebody.

Example: Miranda is very intelligent and hardworking girl
but her step-mother always use to pour cold water
on her.

put the clock back : change to a lower level or earlier
time.
Example: The Common Rules in the company has put

the clock back ten years.
set or put the cat among the pigeons : do or say
something that causes trouble and make a lot of people

angry or worried.
Example: The information of deducting 15% of salary
packages of all the employees of York Electronics
company set the cat among the pigeons and many

employees started resigning immediately and joining the
competitor company.
play cat and mouse with : trifle with, toy with, confuse

somebody.
Example 1: It’s just the newest trap in the everlasting cat
and mouse game between the guards and thieves.

Example 2: Don’t play cat and mouse with that little child.
put the cart before the horse : do things in the wrong
order or sequence.

Example: Don’t put the cart before the horse by investing
in a new shop before selling that old one situated in west
of the city.



put cards on the table : be open and honest; reveal one’s
position or intentions.

Example: Shawn thought it was time to put his cards on
the table and tell his friend that he had no intention of
continuing with him in the partnership

quantum leap : a very important improvement or
development in something.
Example: The election of a female Prime Minister is

a quantum leap forward for equality in humanity.
quote, unquote : show that you are using somebody
else’s phrase, especially when you do not think that

phrase is true.
Example: When asked about her choice of profession,
she said she wanted to practice law because it’s aquote,

unquote ‘respected’ profession!…
queer pitch : spoil somebody’s chance of doing
something.

Example: He queered my pitch by asking for promotion
before I did
a rough diamond or a diamond in the rough : – a person

of exceptional character
– a person with great potential but lacking polish and
refinement
– a person who does not seem very polite or well

educated at first, although they have a good character
– a person who has good qualities despite a rough exterior
– someone or something whose good qualities are

hidden
– a person who is kinder and more amusing than they
seem to be from their appearance and behavior

Examples: 1. Bob is intelligent and trustworthy but lacks
sophistication, he is a rough diamond.
2. Mitchell may have been a rough diamond, but he was

absolutely loyal to his employer.
3. Rickey looks a little messy, but he’s a diamond in the
rough.



4. She’s a diamond in the rough – a little hard to take at
times, but very elegant and cooperative.

5. This show is one of those diamonds in the rough, a
wonderful gem that almost no one has noticed.
6. Her singing voice is beautiful, but she needs help with

her gestures; she’s a rough diamond.
7. Jack is intelligent and loyal but lacks manners – he’s a
rough diamond.

rain cats and dogs : rain very heavily.
Example: It was raining cats and dogs so all flights were
cancelled and I could not reach in time to my native town

to join the marriage ceremony of my brother.
round the clock : all day and all night, 24×7 Hours a day.
Example: The new McDonald Drive-Through store on

National Highway will remain open round the clock.
recharge the batteries : take a break or holiday to relax
and regain one’s vim and vigour.

Example: Two week away would give you time to rest
and recharge your batteries.
rock the boat : do or say something causes problem.

Example: The government asked the Prime Minister not
to take firm action on protesters as it certainly doesn’t
want anything to rock the boat just before the election.
run amok (or amuck) : be out of control and act in a wild

or dangerous manner.
Example: When the police arrived, they were confronted
with a group of protesters running amuck in the lanes of

the old town.
toll or sound the death knell : Cause an organization,
system or activity to fail or end

Examples: 1. The shutdown of the local iron
industry tolled the death knell for the village.
2. Recent changes of software in cell phones sound the

death knell for several popular models.
3. Resign of such a loyal manager might sound the death
knell for that store.



show the door : – make it clear that somebody must
leave

– to lead or take someone to the door or exit
– to make someone leave
– ask to leave

– to ask (someone) to go away
– to request or order someone to leave; dismiss
Examples: 1. After we finished our talk, he showed me

to the door.
2. I told her that I wasn’t interested in her proposal and
she showed me the door in no unsure terms.

4. Jane was rude to my family and I simply showed him
the door.
5. I was shown the door when I asked for a raise.

6. She resented his remark and showed him the door.
7. Ruth was upsetting the other children, so I showed
her the door.

8. Our neighbors invited themselves to the party and
stayed until Harry showed them the door.
9. I told the bank official that I wasn’t interested in her

scheme and she showed me the door.
10. Chris made the 3. mistake of complaining about the
boss and was shown the door.
frighten or scare to death : make somebody feel very

frightened.
Example: A shadow appeared in the doorway and scared
me to death.

shed (or weep) crocodile tears : show sadness that is
not sincere, fake cry.
Example: She deceived him when he lost everything in

his life, now again when he is rich man, she approached
him to get together and shedding crocodile tears.
show true colors : betray, reveal oneself as one is really.

Example: I trusted her blindly but when I was in need
too much and called her for help, she showed her true
colors and even she don’t pick my phone now.



set or put the cat among the pigeons : do or say
something that causes trouble and make a lot of people

angry or worried.
Example: The information of deducting 15% of salary
packages of all the employees of York Electronics

company set the cat among the pigeons and many
employees started resigning immediately and joining the
competitor company.

sweep under the carpet or rug : try to hide a problem or
keep a problem secret instead of dealing with it.
Example: The administration team of the town attempts

to sweep the scandal under the carpet were not very
successful.
sell like hot cakes : be a great commercial success.

Example: The 2K model cars by BMW sold like hot cakes,
and it was hard to produce them by company to fulfill
the demands.

stand a chance : have a possibility or a hope of success.
Example: If funding by government is withdrawn, small
minority schools in remote northern area, don’t stand a

chance.
shoot the breeze : spend time chatting, useless talking
or chit-chat.
Example: Instead of shooting the breeze for so long, she

should get to work.
volte face : a sudden change of a belief or plan to the
opposite of what it was before.

Example: After 10 years of working with a travelling
company, she made a complete volte-face, joining the
local company, of totally opposite profile near her home.

vice versa : expression meaning ‘the reverse is also true’
or contrariwise.
Example: She does not trust him, and vice versa.

vent spleen : air, articulate or give voice to one’s anger.
Example: The social workers used the press conference
as an opportunity to vent their spleen on politicians.



wash dirty linen in public :- discuss publicly matters that
one should keep private

- to discuss in public one’s private scandals,
disagreements, or difficulties
- to unveil private problems with public

Examples: 1. She decided not to take the family dispute
to court as she feared it would only lead to a lot of washing
of dirty linen in public.

2. Listen, our relationship may have real problems, but
it’s unfortunate that you have chosen to wash our dirty
linen in public.

3. My parents taught me not to wash my dirty laundry in
public that the reason I only discusses private issues with
family.

4. I never understand why you wash all your dirty linen
in public in your group discussions.
well-to-do :  Meaning – rich and of good social status

– having plenty of money and possessions
– in favorable circumstances
– in fortunate circumstances financially

Well-to-do Synonyms: wealthy, rich, well-off, well-
healed, affluent, Prosperous, comfortable, loaded.
Examples : 1. In the capital’s well-to-do suburbs, hiring a
security guard has become a must for every family.

2. People living below poverty line protested against the
new tax bill that favored the well-to-dos.
3. Most of well-to-do parents send their wards to London

for study.
4. One friend mine is quite well-to-do and she is kind
heart.

5. They are lucky who born in a well-to-do family.
6. I was not born in well-to-do family, but I worked really
hard to reach this level.

7. He was a quite well-to-do business man but left
everything becomes a Buddhist monk.
Usage: well-to-do often used with quite.



win the day : win a war or a fight or competition etc.
Example: The opposition win the day in the debate over

the judge’s impeachment.
wouldn’t dream of : not occur to one, not consider.
Example: Even if it were lying on my desk, I wouldn’t

dream of taking another person’s money.
shed (or weep) crocodile tears : show sadness that is
not sincere, fake cry.

Example: She deceived him when he lost everything in
his life, now again when he is rich man, she approached
him to get together and shedding crocodile tears.

wrap in cotton wool : protect somebody too much
without allowing them to be independent enough.
Example: The mother wrapped the child up in cotton

wool as if it would protect him from all the dangers of
the world.
when the chips are down : when a situation is urgent or

desperate.
Example: She’s the person you would like to have
around when the chips are down.

work like a beaver : work very energetically and hard.
Example: Ahead of the Diwali festival, she worked like a
beaver to clean out all the closets


