


made subordinate to the Governor General of Bengal. The

act provided for the establishment of the Supreme Court of

Calcutta.

PITT’S INDIA ACT – 1784

The act was passed to rectify some of the shortfalls in the

earlier act. Through this act, for the first time, the territories

of India were called ‘the British Possessions in India. The British

government took complete control of the East India

Company.

             THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA ACT, 1858

Through this act, known as the Act for the Good Government

of India, the East India Company was abolished and the

British Crown took over the powers. India became a part of

the British Sovereign.

• The designation of the Governor General of India was

changed to the Viceroy of India. The Viceroy would report

directly to the British government. The first Viceroy of

India was Lord Canning.

• The act created the post of the Secretary of State for

India. The Secretary of State was a member of the British

Cabinet, responsible to the British Parliament.

• The Act established a 15 member Council of India, an

advisory body, to assist the Secretary of State.

INDAIN COUNCILS ACT (1861, 1892, 1909)

These acts, passed by the British Parliament, can be seen as

the transitional path to India’s constitutional history.

THE ACT OF 1861

For the first time in India, Indians were made a part of the

Council that would advise the Secretary of State. Lord

Canning, the then Viceroy nominated three Indians to his



legislative council. Raja of Benaras, the Maharaja of Patiala

and Sir Dinakar Rao were the nominees.

   The Act of 1892

It increased the number of members in the Central and

Provincial legislative councils.

The ACT OF 1909

The Act of 1909 is known as the MintoMorley Reforms,

named after Lord Minot, the Secretary General of India and

Lord Morley, the Viceroy of India.

• It considerably increased the number of members in the

legislative councils, both the central and provincials. In

the Central Council the numbers were increased from

16 to 60.

• The majority was retained in the Central legislative

Council, while allowing majority in the provincial

legislative councils to nonofficial members.

• For the first time, association of Indians were provided

for in the Councils of Viceroy and governors. The first

Indian to be appointed in the Viceroy’s Executive Council

was Satyendra Prasad Sinha.

• It introduced the system of communal representation

for Muslims by accepting the concept of ‘separate

electorate’. It meant ‘Muslim members to be elected only

by Muslim voters’. Thus Lord Minto is rightly called the

Father of Communal electorate.

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA ACT 1919

This act is popularly known as the MontaguChelmsford

Reforms. (Montagu was the Secretary of State and Lord

Chelmsford was the Viceroy of India). The enactment of this

act brought forth the responsible government in India for

the first time.



• It relaxed the central control over provinces, by

demarcating the central and provincial subjects of rule.

The central and provincial legislatures were authorized

to make legislations in their own domains.

• The provincial subjects were further divided into two –

‘Transferred and Reserved’.  This scheme was called

‘dyarchy’. The transferred subjects were to be

administrated by the governor with the help of ministers

responsible to the legislative council. The reserved

subjects were reserved form the Secretary of State and

his council.

• It provided separate electorates for Sikhs, Indian

Christians, AngloIndians and Europeans.

• It provided for the creation of the High Commissioner of

India in London.

The SIMON COMMISSION

The British government appointed a sevenmember statutory

commission under Sir John Simon to report on the condition

of India under its new constitution. The Simon Commission

was boycotted, as it had all its members from Britain. The

commission submitted its report in 1930 and made the

following recommendations. (i) abolition of diarchy (ii)

extension of responsible government in provinces etc.

THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA ACT 1935

The government of India Act can be considered the genuine

milestone towards a fully responsible government in India.

• The act provided for the establishment of an All India

federation consisting of provinces and princely states as

units. The powers were divided between the centre and

the units under three lists – The Federal list, the Provincial

List and the concurrent List.



• Dyarchy was abolished. And introduced provincial

autonomy.

• Bichameral system was introduced in six out of the eleven

provinces.

• Provided for the establishment of the Reserve Bank of

India

INDIA INDEPENDENCE ACT 1947

On February 20, 1947, the then British Prime Minster

announced that the British rule in India would end by June

30, 1948. The powers would be transferred to Indian hands.

• It ended the British rule in India, and declared India an

independent sovereign state with effect from August 15,

1947.

• It provided for the partition of India and the subsequent

creation of the dominions of India and Pakistan.

• It abolished the office of the Viceroy and provided for a

Governor General for each dominion.

• It empowered the Constituent Assemblies of the

dominions to frame and adopt a constitution for them

      THE CONSTITUTENT ASSEMBLY

The idea of a constituent Assembly was first suggested

by M.N.Roy. It was in 1935, that the Indian national Congress

demanded a Constituent Assembly to frame a constitution

for the country. The demand was accepted by Britain though

its ‘August offer’, in 1940. Cripps Mission in 1942 arrived India

with a draft proposal for framing an independent constitution,

to be adopted after the World War II. Muslim League rejects

Sir Stafford Cripps plan. Finally the Cabinet Mission proposed

the constitution of the Constituent Assembly.



The constituent Assembly of India was constituted in

November 1946, as per the Cabinet Mission plan. As per the

proposals.

•       The Constituent Assembly was partly elected and partly

nominated. The total strength of the Constituent Assembly

would be 389. The arrangement was like the following. 296

seats would go to British India and 93 seats to the princely

States. Seats were allotted according to the population of

the provinces. Seats allotted to the British provinces were

divided as that of Muslims, Sikhs as General. The

representatives of the Princely States were to be nominated

by the heads of the princely states. The members of the

assembly were not elected by the people directly on the basis

of adult franchise. The assembly comprised representations

from all the sections of the society and was filled with famous

personalities of the time. The Constituent Assembly did not

include Mahatma Gandhi.

                       THE CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY AT WORK

• The first meeting of the Constituent Assembly of India

was held on December 9, 1946, which was boycotted by

the Muslim League, which stuck for a separate Pakistan.

The first meeting had only 211 members participating,

and the oldest member of the assembly Dr.Sachidananda

Sinha was elected, its temporary President.

• Dr. Rajendra Prasad was elected the President of the

Constituent Assembly. The ‘Objective Resolution was

moved by Jawaharlal Nehru. The Constituent Assembly

declared its “firm and solemn resolve to proclaim India

as an Independent Sovereign Republic, and to draw up

for her future governance a Constitution”. The resolution

was unanimously adopted by the Assembly on January

22, 1947.



• The Muslim members of the Assembly hailing from

Pakistan withdrew from the Constituent assembly of

India. The strength of the Assembly came down to 299.

• The Constituent Assembly had 11 sessions over close to

three years. It cost the country around Rs.64 lacs. On

January 24, 1950, the Constituent Assembly held its final

session. Later on it continued as the provisional

parliament of India from January 26, 1950 till the

formation of new parliament after the first general

elections in the country in 195152.

THE DRAFTING COMMITTEE

• The Drafting Committee was set up Chaired by Dr. B. R.

Ambedkar. Its task was to prepare a draft of the new

constitution. It had SEVEN members. They were 1.Dr. B.

R. Ambedkar 2. N.Gopalaswamy Ayyangar 3. Alladi

Krishnaswamy Ayyar 4.Dr.K.M.Munshi 5.Syed

Muhammed Sadullah 6.N.Madhav Rao 7.T.T.

Krishnamachari.

• The constitution as adopted on November 26, 1949

contained its Preamble, 395 Articles and 8 Schedules.


