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COMPREHENSION PASSAGE

Directions (1-9) : Read the following two passages carefully

and choose the best answer to each question.

PASSAGE I

The snowstorm was getting worse. White flakes whirled

around us as we fought our way against the wind. I had almost

given up hope of sheltering, when we found an abandoned

log cabin in front of us.

I squeezed through the door of the cabin and stepped

cautiously inside with Jane close behind me. It was dark and

musty-smelling, but at least it was sheltered and dry.

Glad to be out of storm, we settled down on the dusty floor

to wait for a break in the weather. “What’s this?” asked Jane

curiously. Her hand closing over something shiny. She held it

up to the weak ray of light that pierced the gloom. A gold

necklace glittered and shone. Its ruby pendant was a lustrous

wine-red in the faint beam. Strangely, there was no dust on

the necklace. It was almost as though it had dropped from

the neck of its owner moments ago.

We gazed at each other speechlessly. What strange mystery

had we accidentally stumbled upon!

1. What had the writer given up hope ?

1) To be able to withstand this snowstorm

2) To be able to fight her way against the wind

3) That the snowstorm would improve

4) To find shelter from the wind



2. What did the two friends find while searching for shelter ?

1) A haunted hut 2) A deserted hut 3) A very old hut

4) A very small hut

3. Why did the writer step cautiously inside the cabin ?

1) Because she was feeling so cold that her legs had become

numb

2) Because she could not see clearly in the dark

3) Because the wind made it difficult for her to enter quickly

4) Because the cabin was very dusty

4. What did Jane find ?

1) A necklace made of gold

2) A necklace made of red ruby

3) A red-coloured necklace

4) A golden necklace with a pendant on it

5. What was the strange thing about the necklace ?

1) It was made of marble

2) It was pink in colour

3) There was no dust in it

4) There was a picture on the pendant

PASSAGE II

Every profession or trade, every art and every science has its

technical vocabulary, the function of which is partly to

designate things or processes which have no names in

ordinary English and partly to secure greater exactness in

nomenclature. Such special dialects or jargons are necessary

in technical discussion of any kind. Being universally

understood by the devotees of the particular science or art,

they have the precision of a mathematical formula. Besides,

they save time, for it is much more economical to name a

process than to describe it. Thousands of these technical

terms are very properly included in every large dictionary,

yet, as a whole, they are rather on the outskirts of the English

language than actually within its borders.



Different occupations, however, differ widely in the character

of their special vocabularies. In trades and handicrafts and

other vocations like farming and fishing that have occupied

great numbers of men from remote times, the technical

vocabulary is very old. An average man now uses these in his

own vocabulary. The special dialects of law, medicine, divinity

and philosophy have become familiar to cultivated persons.

6. Special words used in technical discussion

1) may become part of common speech

2) never last long

3) should resemble mathematical formula

4) should be confined to scientific fields

7. The writer of this article is

1) a scientist 2) a politician 3) a linguist

4) a businessman

8. This passage is primarily concerned with

1) various occupations and professions

2) technical terminology

3) scientific undertakings

4) a new language

9. It is true that

1) various occupations and professions often interchange

words

2) there is always a non-technical word that may be

substituted for the technical word

3) the average man often uses in his own vocabulary what

was once technical language not meant for him

4) everyone is interested in scientific findings
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